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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, Navember 2, 1797. 


A Meſſage from His Majeſty was delivered by Sir Francis Mo- 
lyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


Mr. SPEAKER, 


The King commands this 3 Houſe to attend His Majeſty 
immediately in the Houſe of Peers. 


Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend 
His Majeſty ; and being returned, | 

A bill for the more effectual preventing clandeſtine outlawries 
was read the firſt time. 

Reſolved, That this bill be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houſe had attended His Majeſty 
in the Houſe of Peers, where His Majeſty was pleaſed to make a 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment; of which, Mr. Speaker ſaid, he had, to prevent miſtakes, 
obtained a copy, which he read to the Houſe, and is as follows, 
VIE. 
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2 PARLIAMENTARY {Con Mes. 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


It is matter of great concern to me, that the earneſt endeavours 
which I have continued to emplsy, fince I laſt met you in Parliament, 


to reſtore to my ſubjects the bleſſings of peace, on ſecure and honourable 
terms, have unhappily been rendered ineffeftual. 


The declaration which I have cauſed to be publiſhed, and the EM 
papers which I have directed to be laid before you, will, I am confident, 
abundantly prove to you, and to the world, that every flep has been taken 
on my part, which could tend to accelerate the concluſion of peace: and 
that the long delay and final rupture of the negetiation are ſolely to be 
aſcribed to the evaſive conduct, the unwarrantable pretenſiuns, and the 
inordinate ambition of theſe with whom we have to contend, and, above 
all, to their inveterate animsſity againſt theſe kingdoms. 

I have the fulleſt reliance, under the bleſſing of Providence, on the 
vigour and wiſdim of your counſels, and on the zeal, magnanimity, 
and courage, of a great and free people, ſenſible that they are cantend- 
ing for their deareſt intereſts, and determined to ſhew themſelves wor- 
thy of the bleſſings which they are ſtruggling to preſerve. 

Compelled as we are, by the maſt evident neceſſity, to perſevere in the 
defence of all that is dear ts us, till a more juſt and pacifick ſpirit ſhall 
prevail on the part of the enemy, we have the ſatisfafion of knowing 
that we paſſeſs means and reſaurces proportioned ta the objects which are 
at ſtake. 

During the periad of hoſtilities, and under the unavoidable preſſure 
of accumulated burdens, our revenue has continued highly productive, 
our national induſtry has been extended, and our commerce has ſurpaſſed 
its former limits. 

The public ſpirit of my people has been eminently diſplayed ; my 
troops, of every deſcription, have acquired freſh claims to the eſteem 
and admiration of their country ; and the repeated ſucceſſes of my navy 
over all our different enemies, have been recently crauwned by the fignal 
and deciſive victory with which Providence has rewarded the exertions 
of my fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Duncan. 

No event could be attended with more important and beneficial conſe- 
quences, or form a more brilliant addition to the numerous and herait 
exploits which, in the courſe of the preſent war, have * to a pitch 
bitherto unequalled the naval glory of the country. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


¶ have directed the eſtimates for the enſuing year to be laid before 
you. The ſlate of the war, joined to the happy conſequences of our re- 
cent ſucceſs, will, I truſt, admit of ſome diminution of expence, con- 
Hllenliy with the 2 effarts which our ſuuation ind: iperſably re- 
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quires, In conſidering what may be the beſt mode of defraying the 
heavy expence which will ſtill be unavoidable, y2u will, I am perſuaded, 
bear in mind that the preſent crifis preſents every motive to animate you 
ts the maſt effeftual and ſpirited exertions ; the true value of any tem- 

porary ſacrifices, which yzu may find neceſſary for this purpoſe, tan 
enly be eſtimated by comparing them with the importance of ſupperting 
effefrually our public credit, and convincing the enemy that, while we 
retain an ardent deſire for the concliſia of peace on ſafe and honourable 
terms, we paſſeſs the means, as well as the determination, to ſupport 
with vigour this arducus conteſt, as ling as it may be neceſſary for main- 


taining the ſafety, hincur, and independance of theſe kingdoms, 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


After the experience I have had of your liyalty and attachment to 
me, and of your anxious regard for the intereſts of my ſubjects, I 
have only to recommend to you a perſeverance in the ſame principles and 


conduct. 


The events of every day muſ? more and more impreſ; you with a juſt 
ſenſe of the bleſſings which we derive frim cur civil and religious efta- 
bliſhments, and which have fo ling diſtinguiſhed us aming all the na- 
tions of Europe. Theſe bleſſings can only be preſerved by incultating 
and enforcing a due reverence and abellience to the Iaws, by repreſſing 
with promptitude every attempt to difturb our internal tranquillity, and 
by maintaining inviclate that happy Conſtitution which we inherit from 


ſubjects eſſentially depend. 


eur anceſtors, on which the ſecurity and happineſs of every claſs of my 


Mr. WILBRAHAM BOOTLE ſaid, he roſe for the purpoſe 
of moving an addreſs of thanks to His Majeſty for his gracious 
ſpeech ; and he did it with the greater ſatisfaction, becauſe he could 
not but flatter himſelf, that though gentlemen might entertain ſome 
difference of opinion about the conduct of Adminiftration reſpecting 


the original cauſe and ſubſequent management of the war, yet there 


could be but one opinion as to the neceſſity of proſecuting it, at a 


time when, unfortunately, our enemies had left us no alternative. 


The reſtoration of tranquillity, and of uninterrupted com- 
merce, were objects of as much importance to the Sovereign as 
to the ſubjects of a commercial country; and we could not 
therefore doubt the pleaſure with which His Majeſty would have 
come to Parliament, and have faid—T hat he delayed meeting 
them from time to time under the well-founded hope of being able 
to lay before them a permanent and honourable treaty of peace, as 
th: truits of a negotiation, into which he had, for J ſecond time, en- 
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tered with the moſt ſerious and earneſt hope of bringing about that 
deſirable object — that he had met with an enemy equally diſpoſed 
to liſten to juſt and honourable terms, equally deſirous to attain the 
fame object, to act up to the loud profeſſions of peace which they 
had made—and to make thoſe mutual ſacrifices and compenſations 
which the law and cuſtom of negotiation required ; or, at leaſt, to 
enter upon that negotiation in ſuch a manner, and with ſuch a diſpo- 
ſition, as to make the diſcuſſion of terms a poſſible thing. 

But, Sir, very differently ſtands the caſe at preſent. His Majeſty 
might, indeed, have told us with truth, that, animated with the de- 
fire of conducing towards the quiet of Europe, he had again ſtept for- 
ward in a manner which would have fatisfied a reaſonable enemy — 
that he had even run the riſk of committing the dignity of theſe 
kingdoms by the renewal of his advances ; that he had ſought the 
opportunity to make ſacrifices which the relative ſituations of the 
powers at war did not warrant ; but that all his offers had been 
received with contempt—his terms not liſtened to, nor anſwered ; 
and after a long and fruitleſs attempt to bring the enemy to negotia- 
tion, his Ambaſſador had been diſmifſed with inſult. To all this 
he had ſubmitted, with a view of proving to his Subjects and Par- 
liament the ſincerity of his wiſhes for peace. 

But even in ſtating this, he was not doing juſtice to the caſe 
which Government had to ſtate ; nor deſcribing, with half the in- 
dignation it deſerved, the perverſe conduct of the enemy. It did 
not appear to have been any queſtion of terms, any refiſtance of 
aggrandiſement on our part, or a wiſh of it on theirs, but an in- 
veterate and unqualified reſolution to preclude all negotiation 
whatever. | 

That an enemy ſhould have called for ſuch facrifices on our part, 
as at no time one county had ever yielded to another as the price of 
peace, would in moſt times have been a ſufficient reaſon for a King 
to have come forward and thrown himſelf upon the ſupport and af- 
fection of his people. There might poſſibly be occaſions on which 
weightier conſiderations, ſuch as the immediate neceſſity of peace, 
would have made facrifices of this ſort excuſeable, and would juſ- 
tify the ſurrendering much more than the relative fituation of the 
two countries could make fair or reaſonable ; provided by ſuch ſa- 
crifices and ſuch ſurrenders, peace were, indeed, to be purchaſed: 
but that which it would be moſt difficult for the Sovereign of a free 
people to have avowed to his ſubjects, that which would have argued 
him inſenſible to the duty which he owed them to have aban- 
doned at once their intereſts and his own dignity, would be the tell- 
ing them, that in yielding to every exorbitant demand, in ſacrificing 
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all that had been acquired by their valour, in giving up their com- 
mercial and political intereſts, he had made all thoſe ſacrifices in 
vain, and exh ſted the means of negotiation without attaining the 
ends of peace. He truſted that a Britiſh King, in appealing to a 
Britiſh Parliament, had not to apologize for having avoided unpro- 
fitable conceſſions and fruitleſs diſgrace. 

That whatever conceſſions he had made would have been unpro- 
fitable ; that whatever diſgrace he had ſubmitted to would have 
failed to produce the reſult which was moſt deſired ; that in ſagri- 
ficing the nation's honour, he would equally have failed in ſecuring 
its tranquillity, no man of the moſt common underſtanding could 
doubt, who looked, not at the King's ſpeech, nor at the declara- 
tion of his motives, in which he had fo ſolemnly appealed to his ſub- 
jects and the world, but who had looked at the conduct of the French 
Government, and who had obſerved the tone which they had 
taken. If we beſtowed a little attention on their ſuppoſed and 
declared views, we ſhould ſee that, fince the Revolution of laſt 
September, the Executive Directory had taken no pains of conceal- 
ing their intention of continuing hoſtilities that the arbitrary re- 
moval and expulſion of thoſe who had oppoſed their meaſures, had 
enabled them to take off the maſk, and to avow publicly that war 
with England was their ſyſtem. In order to remove the poſſibility 
of doubt upon. this ſubject, the Revolution had no ſooner taken 
place, than they took the negotiation out of the hands to which it 
had been entruſted, and ſent creatures of their own to Lifle, charged 
with pacific profeſſions, but with expreſs orders to break off the 
negotiation, or, at leaſt, to advance propolitions which had been 
before rejected and abandoned, and which wat well knew could 
never be accepted. 

It was evident, from this conduct, that their intention was not 
to treat more advantageouſly for tliemſelves that would have been 
excuſeable ; but to render all treaty impoſſible, to retract whatever 


the former ſituation of affairs in France had made them concede, to 


obliterate whatever hopes of rcconciliation might have been before 
entertained, and to ſhew that it was not this or that mode of peace, 
but peace itſelf, that they deteſted and diſclaimed. 

Satisfied as we muſt be that no line of conduct on our part, how- 
ever moderate and conciliating, (he might almoſt add, humiliating,) 
could bring about the object which we ſo earneſtly defired, let us 
not ſhew .n inability or want of inclination to carry on the war, 
but declare to His Majeſty our intention of ſupporting him in the 
meaſures which he might think neceſſary towards the good of this 
kingdom, or the preſervation of its conſtitution, Let us, by a 
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manly and reſolute declaration of our ſentiments, ſhew our enemies, 
that whatever diviſions might have exiſted before, they had now 
united all Engliſhmen in one general feeling — they had now 
taken from their partizans the poſſibility of throwing upon this 
country the odium of wiſhing to continue the war, and the poſſibi- 
lity of impoſing upon the meaneſt underſtanding the pretence that 
the French Government had ever the ſlighteſt idea of carrying their 
pacific profeſſions into effect. We had now to thank them for 
having removed all ſhadow of doubt as to their true intentions in 
regard to this country. We had to thank them for having united 
its inhabitants in one common cauſe. | 

Let us, then, not give them any reaſon to hope that they might 
deſtroy this their Carthage, againſt which they had ſo repeatedly de- 
nounced vengeance. If we wanted any additional” incitement to 
ſtand on our defence, we might add to the certainty of their hatred 
to us, the conſideration of the mode in which that hatred would 
operate towards us. We might be convinced, that it would not be 


to wreſt from us our foreign poſſeſſions, to cripple our commerce, or, 


reduce our power—that this alone would not till up the meaſure of 
their envy and deteſtation ; but that their obje& would be to carry 
into execution their iniquitous and abſurd plan of revolutionizing 
this country, and of furcing upon us the example of the defence- 
leſs States of Germany and Italy. 

The choice was now before us; we might diſband our armies 
and our victorious navy, and oppoſe no reſiſtance to the progreſs 
of an invading and inſolent foe. We might give up to the abſo- 
lute diſpoſal of France our lives and properties, and be contented 
to rank ourſelves in the number of her dependants. We might 
own our ſubmiſſion to her ambitious projects — projects which were 
incompatible with our exiſtence, as a free and independent ſtate. 

We might expect to ſee the Throne, and the eſtabliſhed laws of 
the realm, overturned and trampled under foot ; and we might 
prepare the contributions which Would be levied upon us to defray 
the expences of our own ruin. All this we muſt be prepared to 
ſubmit to, or we muſt reſolve to continue the war. 

As it muſt be evident that the reſtoration of peace could not be 
attained by any relaxation of efforts on our part, and as the con- 
tinuance of the calamities of war, ſeemed for a time to be unavoid- 
able, we ſhould conſider the ſituation in which we ſtood at preſent, 
with reſpect to the means of carrying it on. 

Every thing reſted upon our own cxertions. We were engaged 
in no continental war, nor depended upon the faith of other po ers; 
but we fought upon our own element, on a field of battle, where we 
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had been long uſed to conquer and to conſider ourſelves (with rea- 

ſen) as ſole and exeluſive maſters. Nor were our claims ill- 

founded. We had only to conſult the annals of all the maritime 
wars in which we had been engaged ; we ſhould there find that a 
long and uniform habit of victory had naturally given us ideas of 
our own ſuperiority, which we had had no defeat to teach us to 
forego ; we ſhould find that Britiſh ſailors fought with a ſpirit 

ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of this ſuperiority, unknown to, and un- 
felt by, other nations. We were to look only to the events of the 
laſt three years, and we ſhould find ample materials for triumph and 
exultation, We had ſwelled the liſt of our prizes to a degree un- 
heard of in former wars. We had ruined the commerce, and 
crippled the navy of our enemies. We had kept poſſeſſion of the 
ſea againſt three formidable and allied powers. We had blocked 
up their ports, while ſuperior fleets lay mouldering in ination with- 
in them: and when, at laſt, the menaces and reproaches of their 
indignant countrymen had forced them reluQantly to battle, the 
reſult had invariably been what we had expected, and what they 
had dreaded. 

The glorious victories gained over the French and the Spa- 
niards had long been the ſubjeR of public rejoicing and public gra- 
titude. We had now added to theſe triumphs, another moſt ſignal 
and glorious victory —one of, perhaps, more real importance and 
incalculable advantage than any by which our arms had been 
hitherto ſignaliſed. We had humbled the pride, and baffled the 
hoſtile defigns of our enemies; and if they were mad enough to 
entertain a ſerious thought of invaſion, we had taught them the 
folly and impraRicability of ſuch projects. | 

Among the innumerable good effects ariſing from this vitory, it it 
had tended to reſtore the confidence of the nation, to a quarter from 
which it had been of late withheld, It had ſhewn the world, that 
though the ſpirit of Britiſh ſeamen might have been for a time 
directed to improper objects, and miſled by the artifices of deſign- 
ing men, yet when neceſſity required, and their duty called upon 
them for their exertions, that it would fall with tenfold Vengeance 
on the enemies of their country. 

He truſted they ſhould be unanimous in their vote of that day. 
It was of material conſequence in the eyes of the nation, and of 
foreign powers, that they ſhould be ſo. Under that hope he 
moved, 

« That an bumble addreſs, be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 
turn His Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe, for his moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech from the Throne, and for the communication of the 
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declaration and the other papers reſpecting the negotiation with 
France, which His Majeſty has been J_ pleaſed to dire to 
be laid before us. 

« To aſſure His Majeſty, that we ſhall not fail to apply our- 
ſelves with the utmoſt diligence and attention to the conſideration 
of the meaſures which the preſent criſis requires; but we cannot 
refrain from expreſſing, at the earlieſt moment, our firm determina- 
tion to afford His Majeſty the moſt effectual ſupport, in reſiſting 


every unwarrantable pretenſion, and checking every attempt dictated 
by inordinate ambition on the part of thoſe with whom he has to 
contend. 


«© That we entertain a firm perſuaſion, that all His Majeſty's 
faithful ſubjects feel, as they ought, the value of the bleſſings which 


they are ſtruggling to preſerve, and will not fail, in every ſituation, 


to ſuport His Majeſty, in defence of their effential intereſts, with the 


-2cal, magnanimity, and courage, worthy of a great and free people. 


That we muſt, at the preſent moment, obſerve, with peculiar 
fatisfaQion, the proofs afforded of our means and internal reſources, 
in the flouriſhing ſtate of the revenue, induſtry, and commerce of 
the country. 

« That we acknowledge, with the utmoſt gratitude, the ſenſe 
which His Majeſty expreſſes of the public ſpirit which has been ſo 
eminently diſplayed by his people, and of the conduct of his troops 
of every deſcription, which has juſtly entitled them to the additional 
eſteem and admiration of their country; and we heartily eongratu- 
late His Majeſty on the ſignal and decifive victory with which pro- 
vidence has rewarded the exertions of his fleet under the command 
of Admiral Lord Duncan ; an event which has crowned the re- 
peated maritime ſucceſſes obtained over all our enemies, and has 
indeed afforded a brilliant addition to the numerous and heroie ex- 
ploits which, in the courſe of the preſent war, have raifed to the 
higheſt pitch the naval glory of the country. 

4 Tt will afford us great ſatisfaction to find that any branches 
of our expence will admit of reduction, conſiſtently with the con- 
tinuance of thoſe vigorous: efforts which muſt be neceſſary for our 
ſafety, and which, at all events, cannot fail to be attended with 
heavy expence. In conſidering what may be the beſt mode of de- 
fraying it, we ſhall undoubtedly' bear in mind the nature of the 
preſent crifis ; and, in eſtimating: the value of any temporary ſaeri- 
fices, we ſhall not loſe fight of the infinite importance of ſupport- 
ing effectually our public credit, and of convincing the enemy, that, 
while we-join in His Majeſty's: anxious: defire for the concluſion of 
peace'on ſafe: and honourable terms, we poſſeſs the means, as well 
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as the determination, to ſupport with vigour this arduous conteſt, as 
long as it may be rendered neceſſary for maintaining the ſafety, ho- 
nour, and indepenpance, of theſe kingdoms. 

« To beſeech His Majeſty to believe that our loyalty and attach- 
ment to His Majeſty, and our anxious regard for the intereſts of his 
ſubjects, will enſure our perſeverance in that line of conduct which 
may beſt preſerve the advantages reſulting to his People from his 
auſpicious Government. 

« That the bleſſings which we derive from our civil and reli- 
gious eſtabliſhments have long been deeply imprinted on our minds, 
but we cannot but fee] more and more, from the events of every 
day, how much they diſtinguiſh us among all the nations of Eu- 
rope; and we ſhall never be unmindful that they can only be pre- 
ſerved by inculcating and enforcing a due reverence and obedience 
to the laws, by repreſſing, with promptitude, every attempt to diſ- 
turb our internal tranquillity, and by maintaining inviolate that happy 
Conſtitution which we inherit from our anceſtors, on which the ſe- 
curity and happineſs of every claſs of His Majeſty's ſubjects eſſen- 
tially depend.” 

Mr. WILLIAM DRUMMOND was inclined to hope that 
there had been no period ſince the commencement of the preſent 
war, when an addreſs to the Throne was more likelv to meet with 
general concurrence, than that which had now been moved by his 
honourable friend. Upon the one hand, the ardent defire which 
His Majeſty had manifeſted, of reſtoring tranquillity to Europe, 
merited the ſincereſt and the warmeſt thanks which the . Houſe 
could offer ; and, upon the other hand, the firmneſs with which 
the King had replied to the unjuſt and extravagant demands of 
France, claimed the ſupport of Parliament ; bound, as it was, to 
maintain the dignity, and to aflert the independance, of the Britiſh 
empire. * 

Very different, he admitted, was the language which we once 
hoped to have heard upon this occaſion; and none could lament 
more ſincerely than he did, that he had not now to congratulate the 
Houſe on the entire ceſſation of a ſtorm, which had convulſed all 
Europe by its violence. Some conſolation, however, it was to 
Engliſhmen, that if the evils of war muſt ſtill continue, if greater 
treaſures muſt be yet expended, and if more blood muſt yet flow, 
the blame was not imputable to them, but ſolely to the inſatiable 
ambition of their enemies —enemies, who had fo often, and fo 
oſtentatiouſly profeſſed the love of peace, but who had neverthe- 
leſs, ſo uniformly, ſo invariably, and fo ſyſtematically perſevered in 
the practice of war — enemies who had ſtill fo arrogantly ſpurned 
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the demands of juſtice, and who had ſo haughtily rejected the terms 
of moderation. 

It was not neceſſary for him to recall to the recolleQion of 
gentlemen the various meaſures which had been adopted by His 
Majeſty in order to ſecure honourable terms for this country. Ever 
fince our enemies had poſſeſſed even the ſemblance of a regular 
form of Government, our efforts had been unremitting, to obtain 
for them and for ourſelves the bleſſings of peace. But what had 
been the conduct of France ? Bleeding at a thouſand wounds, had 
ſhe not ſtill refuſed the means of healing them? Until the negoti- 
ation at Paris, did ſhe not ſhew by her haughty and contumelious 
language towards this country, her unwillingneſs to treat upon any 
terms ? And when her rulers {for he accuſed not the people at large) 
did at length condeſcend to receive an Engliſh Miniſter at Paris, 
did they not manifeſt, not only their contempt for the antient uſages 
of nations, but the inſincerity of their profeſſions with reſpect to 
peace? We ſhould fee if thoſe ſame rulers had given better proofs 
of their faith at Liſle. We ſhould turn our attention to the nego- 
tiation carried on there, We ſhould there behold the juſtice, the 
moderation, and the forbearance of Republican France; and we 
ſhould there contemplate the reſpect which ſhe entertains for the 

laws of nations—and we thould there admire the modeſty with 
which ſhe would now diGate to the antient rival of her power. 

It appeared, from the King's Declaration, that the Engliſh Mi- 
niſter, immediately upon his arrival at Liſle, delivered in a projet; 
the moſt moderate and conciliatory, embracing all the intereſts con- 
cerned, and extending to every ſubject conneted with the reſtora- 
tion of public tranquillity. How that przjet was received, we are 
informed by the ſame State Paper. Although we had been victo- 
rious in all naval combats with our enemies —although we had 
made conqueſts, and they had made no repriſals, vet did they main- 
tain that we ſhould renounce the poſſeſſions which we had acquired 
— yet did they contend that we ſhould act as if our arms had known 
only diſgrace and defeat. Although we might not treat for our 
allies, yet they would treat for theirs. - Although we might not 
mention Auſtria or Portugal, yet they would negotiate for Holland 
and for Spain. The very ſtatement of ſuch pretenſions is ſufficient 
to expoſe their extravagance, their injuſtice, and their abſurdity. 
The principle of all reconciliation, whether betwecn nations or 
between individuals, is mutual compenſation for mutual wrongs. 
If it was true that the rights of individuals ought to be equal in 
the eye of the law, it is ſurely not leſs true that the rights of na- 
tions ought to be equal in the eye of juſtice. 
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It farther appears from the King's Declaration, that theſe extra- 
vagant and abſurd demands were abandoned and diſclaimed upon 
the part of our enemies, when it was found that they were rejeQted 
by the Britich Cabinet with the firmneſs, though with moderation, 
which circumſtances required. But unfortunately, when affairs 
ſcemed to be taking a more favourable turn, a revolution happened 
at Paris. Men were beginning there to ſpeak their ſentiments too 
freely concerning the conduct of the Government. Some citizens 
ad the temerity to hint, that unleſs the war was brought to a ſpeedy 
coneluſion, the ruin of the finances was inevitable; and others, 
with equal audacity, maintained that France, by encouraging com- 
merce and the arts, might draw ſupplies, both from more certain 
and more honourable ſources, than from the pillage and plunger of 
neighbouring nations. Whether, or not, this reſtoration of public 
opinion alarmed the rulers of France, he did not pretend to determine. 
Certain, however, it was, that thoſe virtuous citizens trembled for 
their ſafety, and thought it neceflary to have recourſe to ſtrong mea- 
ſures. But, good God! what were thoſe meaſures ? In a country, 
which calls itſelf free—in a foil, where the tree of liberty has been 
ſo often planted, the moſt facred principles of freedom and of juſ- 
tice were outraged. Not only was the liberty of the preſs deſtroyed, 
not only were the rights of perſons invaded, not only were private 
citizens arreſted and imprifoned, but the Majeſty of the Conſtitution 
itſelf was violated : and, without the form of trial, without the 
proof of guilt, without the means of defence, without the judge- 
ment of a Court, or the verdict of a Jury, Directors and Legiſla- 
tors were condemned to linger out thetr lives in perpetual exile. 
Oh! ſaid Mr. Drummond, let theſe things never be forgotten by 
thoſe who have praiſed, and who have loved, the Revolution of 
France, and who have hailed it as the æra which was to bring 
peace, and happineſs, and liberty, ty mankind. Alas! why are 
we then ſtill the witneſſes of the agitation of Europe, and of the 
miſery of France? Muſt the preſent race ſee no end to calamities ? 
and muſt it remain for poſterity to decide, whether any advantages 
can flow from a Revolution, which was begun in the name of 
Liberty ? 

Theſe violent proceedings are not, however, to be lamented leſs 
by the friends of peace, than by the friends of freedom. No ſooner 
vas the ruling party ſecure in its triumph, than two new Commiſ- 
fioners were ſent to Liſle, who quickly ſhewed upon what prinei- 
ples they had obtained their diploma. Upon the violent, atrocious, 
unexampled. meaſures which followed, he ſhould make no com- 
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ments. He would only aſk, if it was neceſſary to add inſult to in- 
ſincerity, and outrage to injuſtice ? 

What were the inferences to be drawn from the whole conduct 
of our enemies? What, unleſs, that, not ſatisfied, we ſhould ceaſe 
to hold the balance of power in Europe—not ſatisfied with having 
extended their own dominions from the Rhine to the Pyrenees, and 
from the Alps to the Ocean—not ſatisfied with having fraternized 
with Holland and Flanders — not fatisfied with having organized and 
re- organized the States of Genoa and Geneva not ſatisfied with 
having laid waſte the plains of Germany, and with having pil- 
laged the treaſures of Italy—not ſatisfied with having added two 
new Satellites to their ſyſtem, the Cis-Alpine and the Cis-Rhinane 
Republics, — they defire that England herſelf ſhould learn the lan- 
guage of ſubmiſſion, ſhould forget her victories, renounce her con- 
queſts, and lay her laurels, together with ker independance, at the 
feet of France. 

And yet, continued Mr. Drummond, forgetting the rank we 
have hitherto held among the nations of the globe, for which of the 
countries with which we are at war ſhall we make ſuch ſacrifices ? 
Empires, like individvals, are only great, and ſtrong, and powerful, 
by compariſon. For u hich, then, of the nations, with which we are 
at war, ſhall we make ſuch facrifices? Shall it be for that people, 
who once, like ourſelves, were free, but whoſe independance is fled 
with their ſpirit, their induſtry, and their commerce ? Shall it then 
be for that yet more unhappy country, where the victims of fanati- 
ciſm ſtill languiſh in the dungeons of the Inquiſition, while Jacobi- 
niſm is ſecretly ſapping the vaſt, but hollow, edifice of the Monarchy ? 
Laſtly, ſhall it be for the antient foe of England, that foe, too, be- 


come implacable from jealouſy, and deſperate from crimes ? Shall 


France inſult our Ambaſſadors ? Shall ſhe menace our Govern- 
ment, and dictate terms of peace to us in more than in the lofty lan- 
guage of Roman authority ? and that, when her commerce is nearly 
annihilated, her finances almoit exhauſted, and her vanquiſhed navy 
unable to diſpute with ours for the empire of the Ocean? No; if 
we were ſo inclined, the victories of a Howe, a St. Vincent, and a 
Duncan, forbid us to ſpeak the language of diſgrace, or of deſpair. 
Since England became a maritime power, never did ſhe know a more 
g'orious period of triumph than the preſent; and never did the 
victories of her flects follow cach other in more rapid, or more bril- 
Lant ſucceſſion. 

But while he indulged himſelf in theſe reflections, ſo agreeable 
to every man who loves his country, let him not be ſuppoſed to wiſh 
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to miſrepreſent our real ſituation. He thought this the moſt ſe- 
rious and moſt intereſting conteſt in which we ever were engaged. 
It was the moſt ſerious, becauſe our enemies ſcem unwilling to re- 
cognize thoſe principles formerly admitted among civilized nations, 
both in peace and war. It was the moſt intereſting, becauſe we were 
not fighting for aggrandizement, but for independance. We muſt 
owe our preſervation to our firmneſs, to our fortitude, and above 
all, to our union: for it was only when the public mind was not 
harraſſed by doubt, and divided by oppoſite and contending opinions, 
that a State could put forth all its ſtrength, exert all its energy, and 
diſplay all its reſources. 

If, then, Mr. Drummond faid, continuing their exorbitant de- 
mands, if, denying to us the reſpect which we have always claimed, 
and always received from other nations, our enemies refuſe to grant 
us peace on fair terms, let us not be wanting to ourſelves; and let 
our union be the ſignal to our foes, that we will reſiſt their aggreſ- 
fions on our national independance, with-all the zeal, all the energy, 
and with all the perſeverance, which the love of juſtice, the love of 
liberty, and the love of our country, can inſpire. 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS then roſe, and ſpoke nearly as 
follows : — 

Mr. Speaker, however preſumptuous it may appear in me, a 
Member undiſtinguiſhed, ard little known, I cannot refrain from 
rifing to deliver my ſentiments on this very important and momen- 
tous occaſion. I hope that you and the Houſe will acccept it as a 
ſufficient apology for my forwardneſs, that I am urged to deliver my 
opinion by motives which it would be criminal for me to reſiſt, and 
which if I would reſiſt, I could not. But if any farther apology be 
neceſſary for encroaching on the patience of the Houſe, let me plead 
this, that the ſentiments I offer are thoſe of an honeſt unbiaſſed 
mind, uninfluenced by prejudice or partiality, independent of party, 
and regarding men only as their meaſures deſerve regard—for, Sir, 
I am not connected with any party ;—neither with Miniſtry nor 
Minority ;—on the one hand, owing nothing to Adminiſtration, 
and on the other, being averſe to unequalified oppoſition. With 
thoſe claims to your attention, I venture to riſe, and even to hope 
that my ſentiments, how feebly ſoever they may be expreſſed, will 
yet be borne through by the ſupport of truth and ſincerity. 

Sir, no man more cordially aſſents than I do to that part of the 
addreſs which relates to the late glorious victory, obtained by our 
fleet under the command of the gallant Admiral Lord Duncan over 
that of Holland. It was indeed a proud day for England, not only 


as it added one to the many diſtinguiſhed proofs which this war has 
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afforded of the ſuperiority of our navy, and of the ſkill and valour 
of our officers and ſeamen, but as diſappointing the guilty intentions 
of thoſe traitors who endeavoured to promote mutiny in that bul- 
wark of our defence. It has evinced that our wooden walls are 
yet found, and that the great bulk of our Britiſh feamen remain 
untainted, and are ſtill, and will long, I hope, remain capable of 
carrying the Britiſh flag triumphant over the face of the globe. 

But, Sir, though I entirely coincide in thoſe ſentiments of the 
honourable mover, and conſequently am willing to agree to that 
part of the addreſs, I muſt, in ſtrict regard to truth, declare it to be 
my opinion that, notwithſtanding that brilliant victory, Parliament 
never aſſembled at a more critical, awful, and perilous pcriod, than 
that at which I have now the honour to addreſs you. Sir, the 
period muſt be perilous, when, on looking round, we fce ſo much 
to menace, and fo Jittle to conſole ; engaged in a war, expenſive 
and bloody beyond all example, with an enemy who ſeems deter- 
mined to wage war more for our ruin than her own advantage ; the 
people galling under the weight of exceſſive burdens, unanimous 
only in their diſapprobation and diſtruſt of Parliament; our ſtrongeſt 
ſupport, Ireland, in rebellion, or only kept down by military force. 
With no better proſpect in our view, turn our cyes which way we 
will, how dreary and infliting is the ſcene! How feeble the con- 
ſolation that a ſingle victory can ſupply !! In ſuch a ſituation the 
victory of Lord Duncan, thaugh fo far as the operation of victory 
can be felt, brilliant and decifive, is, after all, but the triumh of 
an hour—a triumph dearly bought—a triumph, which, perhaps, 
may have di{conecrted a hoſtile expedition but has certamly thinned 
the ranks of our gallant defenders. Amidſt the rejoicing-for ſueh 
a diſplay of our naval tupcriority, what fort of heart muſt that be 
which reflects without forrow upon the havoc of that day; which 
meditates upon its advantages without feeling ſeverely for the men 
that fell ; which, without regret and horror, reads the bloody detail 
in the Gazette—that regiſter of a ſlaughter-houſe—that muſter- roll 
of death. 

Sir, 1 have ſaid that this war has been attended with a waſte of 
wealth, and a prodigality of blood, not to be paralleled in hiſtory. 
This, Sir, is no vague or idle affertion ; it is borne up by facts. 
Two hundred millions of money have been the waſte of four years, 
and two hundred thouſand the number of lives loſt. And now, 
Sir, at the end of this frightful, irreparable loſs, what does the 
King's ſpeech hold out to us? — Does it hold out the effe Aual relief 
of our burdens? No! Does it hold out the proſpect of reconci- 
liation and harmony in Ireland? No! - Does it hold out the pro- 
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miſe of indemnity for the paſt, and ſecurity for the ſuture ?® No! 
Does it hold out peace? No, no ſuch thing, but the reverſe ; it 
promiſes us the renewal of the waſte and devaſtation we all lament, 
or at leaſt have cauſe to lament ; it menaces us with more carnage 
and ſlaughter, with new ſcenes of blood, with more tears, more 
ſighs, more, and perhaps deeper, groans of widows and orphans. 
Bur ſome gentlemen will ſay, Why this mournful recital? What 
« uſeful end can it anſwer to draw this gloomy, melancholy pic- 
« ture? Have not efforts been made to obtain a peace?“ 

To this, Sir, I ſhall only anſwer, that I am ſure efforts ſuitable to 
the occaſion have not been made; I ſay efforts, founded in ſincerity, 
and breathing the true ſpirit of peace, theſe have not been made. If 
we recur to Lord Malmeſbury's firſt miſſion to Paris, we ſhall, 
without the poſlibility of controverſy, be able to pronounce that the 
Miniſter was not fincere. I remember, Sir, that the firſt day I had 
the honour of ſitting in this Houſe the Miniſter declared it to be 
his intentions to take every practicable means to procure for us 
the bleſſings of peace. I did then, indeed, believe he was ſincere, 
for I was then but a new Member ; ſoon, however, I had cauſe to 
retract my opinion, and to condemn my own eredulity; ſoon I was 
convinced that the Miniſter was not ſincere. The terms which the 
French would then have granted, and which he refuſcd, were ſuch 
as he would now gladly accept, and they. now decline to give. The 
French would have granted peace on condition of holding what they 
then had, but the Miniſter would be contented with nothing ſhort 
of the reſtitution of Belgium, and the ſafety of England was ſaeri- 
ficed to the intereſt of the Emperor. But, Sir, I will, for ſake of 
the argument, ſuppoſe that the failure of that attempt was owing not 
to the unreaſunable demands of our Miniſter, but to the extrava- 
gant expeQations and arrogance of the French, and that Lord 
Malmeſbury was, as has been aſſerted, diſmiſſed from Paris, with 
inſult. and diſgrace I will then aſk any man of candour in the 
Houſe, whether there can be found in hiſtory any thing to equal 
that of ſending back, in the ſame character, that very man who was 
ſo diſgracefully treated, and whether ſo ſending him back was not 
accumulating and aggravating the diſgrace and contumely it brought 
on this country? On his Lordſhip's going the ſecond time, it was 
mere matter of courſe, and naturally enſued as a conſequence of his 
going, covered with the former difgrace, that they ſhould treat him 


with contempt. This cannot now be recalled, but it ſurely ought 


to weigh with the Houſe againſt the profeſſions of the Miniſter, and 
to be taken as ſome qualification of the inference he would wiſh us 
to draw from the return of Lord Malmeſbury. I, for my part, 
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am perſuaded that it would have been a happy circumſtance if that 
noble Lord had been empowered at the outſet to make the offer of 
reſtitution defired by France. And here, Sir, I hope I may be 
allowed to ſpeak with more confidence than before ; my inquiries, 
my private information, and my local knowledge affording me means 
of judging, denied to many other gentlemen of ſuperior ability. 
From this knowledge I am competent to aver, that all the conqueſts 
we have made are not only not worth = loſs and horrors of one 
campaign, but in fact not worth ing. An honourable Ba- 
ronet {Sir Francis Baring), whoſe intimate acquaintance with the 
Britiſh intereſts in the Eaſt cannot be called in queſtion, did once 
ſtate to you that the Cape of Good Hope, inſtead of being an ad- 
vantage would be a burden, grievous in itſelf and unproductive of 
any good in return: he alſo did ſtate to you, and I am ſure he ſtated 
no more than the fact, that Trincomale, in Ceylon, cannot be kept 
in our poſſeſſion unleſs we become maſters of the whole of that 
Hand ; an acquiſition utterly hopeleſs : and that the fortifying of 
that port would coſt more, after all, than the whole would be worth 
— ſo much for the Eaſt. Now, Sir, as to the Weſt Indies, I do ven- 
ture to affirm, without fear of contradiction, that if it was to- morow 
in your power to capture the whole of the French iſlands, fo far 

from being productive or advantageous, they would either be un- 
tenable or ruinous in the holding. There is not a gentleman in 
the Houſe who cannot readily comprchend this; if he only looks 
back to the conduct of the French in that quarter, he will ſee that 
no hope can be entertained from them as good ſubjects. Some of 
thoſe iſlands were ceded to us by treaty in 1763, and were upwards 
of thirty years in our poſſeſſion and under our protection, yet at the 
end of that time the French inhabitants ſeized the firſt opportunity 
to revolt, and what is worſe, inſtigated the Negroes to riſe and 
murder their maſters. Urged by the incitements of that monſter, 
Victor Hugues, they committed the moſt barbarous maffacres, and 
by them the Governor of Grenada was, together with ſeveral Plan- 
ters, led out to a cruel death. In ſuch circumſtances we might 
poſſibly have a barren depopulated territory, but we could have no 
more; and I think it is a ſubject of moſt ſerious conſideration for 
the Houſe, and of awful caution to Miniſters, to beware how they 
incur the dreadful reſponſibility of laviſhing human blood upon ſuch 
unprofitable conqueſts. Sir, it is fighting and facrificing the lives of 
men for air—for words.” Beſides all thoſe, there is another, and a 
worſe enemy, we have to combat, whoſe ſtroke no human means 
can reſiſt or evade, the hand of Omnipotence itfelf, armed with 
plague and peſtilence to ſcourge our cupidity and ambition, And 
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is this, Sir, is St. Domingo a place to which we may without 
guilt ſend our gallant fellow ſubjects; ſend them, knowing, 
as we muſt, that it is as impoſſible to make a conqueſt of it as it 
would be to ſcale the moon—to make conqueſt of an iſland, Sir, 
400 miles in length and 175 in breadth, filled with hoſts of ene- 
mies, and guarded againſt us by peſtilence. There was indeed a 
man, who, if human courage and human wiſdom could have ac- 
complithed it, would have reduced that iſland—1 mean Montalam- 
bert. If there were ten ſuch Frenchmen in that quarter, there 
might be ſome hope of ſecuring our intereſts there, if they were 
worth the ſecuring, for who would not fight by the fide of ſuch a 
man? And here, Sir, it comes in point to mention a fact of great 
authority : General Simcoe, a very able and diſtinguiſhed officer, 
once ſaid that he could conquer St. Domingo with 75 000 men, but 
when the queſtion was put to him, how, having once gained, he 
could keep it, the French inhabitants being hoſtile to the govern- 
ment and the laws, he gave up the point. Sir, I have thought it 
my duty to make this ſtatement in order to obviate future diſap- 
pointments, and to prepare the minds of the Houſe and the people 
at large for that which will appear when all conteſt about thoſe con- 
queſts will be over. Thus I have endeavoured to ſhew, that the 
conqueſts which the French DireQory requires us to ſurrender are 
of no value to this couutry ; but not convinced, that this demand of 
the French Government was the ſole reaſon which induced His 
Majeſty's Miniſters to break off the negotiation. It is aſſerted by 
the preſent rules of France, that while the Britiſh Miniſtry was 
ſecking peace, and had formerly ſent an Ambaſſador to Liſle, they 
were deeply engaged in a conſpiracy to overthrow the Republican 
Government, Such a charge had certainly been made ; and though 
the declaration afforded the beſt opportunity of contradicting it if 
it was falſe, in that declaration it is not denied. 

Upon the whole, Sir, when we review the full ſcope of qur cir- 
cumſtances, when we conſider the aſtoniſhing wafte of two hundred 
millions of money, and the alarming drain of more than two hun- 
dred thouſand men of the flower of England facrificed to this con- 
teſt, when we ſee Ireland ripe for univerſal revolt, and kept only 
by the terrors of the ſword—when we ſee ourſelves a divided peo- 
ple, unanimous only in complaint of grievances and taxes, and 
when we ſee the Peerage diſgraced by the introduction of men with- 
out abilities or praiſeworthy ſervices to entitle them to that diſting- 
tion, it is impoſſible not to think that there is a combination gf 
evils hanging over our heads, from which nothing can reſcue us 
but death. : | 

Vor. IV. D 
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Sir, I have thought fit thus to expreſs myſelf, having no motive 
but an honeſt wiſh that the people at large may be awakened to a 
thorough ſenſe of their perilous ſituation. The laſt reſource of the 
wretched is the hope, that when things are at the worſt they will 
mend; but even this conſolation ſeems to be denied to us—for the 
i right honourable gentleman who has ſo long and with ſuch diſtin- 
W guiſhed ability influenced the opinions of this fide of the Houſe, I 

1 am ſorry to perceive, has retired from the conteſt. Sir, if the ad- 
vice of that right honourable gentleman, whoſe tranſcendant talents 
are his ſmalleſt praiſe, had been attended to, we ſhould not at this 
day have to mourn over the calamities of our country. He has 
retired, I fear, wearied and hopeleſs, in prophetic and ſilent an- 
guiſh; and when he deſpairs, when talents, eloquence, and firm- 
neſs, like his, which once, in ſpite of parliamentary majorities, 
ſaved the kingdom from a ruinous war with Ruſſia, are withdrawn 
in the the preſent conjuncture, what remains for men of inferior 
endowments but, like him, to retire from the ſcene, to mourn in 
ſecret over thoſe evils which they cannot prevent, and filently 
expect the certain difſolution which awaits this unhappy kingdom. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE faid he ſhould not have ſpoken that 
evening, if he had not felt it his duty to refiſt the tendency of ſuch 
extraordinary language as the honourable gentleman had uſed, and 
prevent its dangerous effects abroad. The honourable gentleman 
had regretted the abſence of a right honourable gentleman, who was 
formerly very aſſiduous in that Aſſembly, and deſeribed him as 
retiring from public life, with the deepeſt and moſt amiable ſorrow, 
to mourn over thoſe misfortunes of his country which his perſpicuity 
was able to foreſee, though his prudence and his powers were unable 
to prevent them. If that right honourable gentleman had been 
preſent, however, it appeared that ſome benefit from his counſels 
might have poſſibly accrued, and that a lingering hope might have 
ſtill exiſted of ſuccour from his talents. As he was abſent, how- 
ever, gentlemen, it ſeemed, had nothing elſe to do but follow his 
example, and patiently retire in ſilent and prophetic anguiſh to wait 
ſupinely for the diffolution of their country. It was that ſingular 
declaration which had called him up; for it was ſo ſtrange to his 
conſtitutional experience, and ſo unknown to his parliamentary 
Capacity, that he was ſurpriſed beyond deſcription: how the honour- 
able gentlemen ſhould know that the right honourable gentleman 
"wHuded to did not mean to attend in his place as uſual, he was at 
a loſs to conjecture. For his own part, he knew no efficient reaſon 
why the right honourable gentleman ſhould refuſe his aid and advice 
to the great council of the nation now, any more than upon former 
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occaſions ; nor ſhould he be at all ſurpriſed to ſee the right honour- 
able gentleman immediately enter the door and walk up to his ſeat, 
as he was wont to do in the preceding ſeſſion. If the right honour- 
able gentleman did not come as uſual, he knew no reaſons, as he 
faid before, why he ſhould ſtay away, and could only ſuggeſt them, 
as he preſumed the honourable gentleman had done, from vague and 
unauthoriſed reports. What the reaſons for his abſence might be, 
therefore, he ſhould not venture to pronounce upon ſuch looſe autho- 
rity, leſt he ſhould miſrepreſent them ; but upon the manner in which 
the right honourable gentleman employed his time, he ſhould ſay a 
few words, and he believed upon the ſame authority from which the 
honourable gentleman derived his information. Speaking of the 
manner in which the right honourable gentleman employed his 
time, the honourable gentleman repreſented that the diſtreſſes of his 
country ſo occupied his thoughts, and fo weighed down his ſpirits, 
that he ſat, in filent and prophetic anguiſh, a perfect image of 
Deſpair. Now, it was left to every one to ſuggeſt from ſuch 
authority, or from their own ideas, in what manner the right ho- 
nourable gentleman employed his time in his retirement ; but. to 
judge from the ſame faithful mirror of his actions, a public newſ- 
paper, (the Morning Chronicle of October 1 1,) it appeared that his 
melancholy was merely of a temporary nature ; for, although the 
right honourable gentleman was found beginning the day of his an- 
nual feſtivity with regret and lamentations for the hopeleſs condition 
of his country, the ſame vehicle of intelligence has informed us, that 
after ſeveral toaſts were drank with great applauſe, the conviviality 
of the evening was heightened by ſeveral jpvial ſongs. After ſuch 
an account, there was no doubt but what the right honourable gen- 
tleman and his patriotic friends had diſtinguithed themſelves upon 
that anniverſary, as they always do on ſimilar occaſions ; and that 
the ſole cauſe of their meeting was the general intereſt they felt for 
the welfare of the nation. But, to put an end to this ſportive kind 
of obſervation, and talk in a more ſerious manner, he hoped and 
truſted, that whatever might be the regret of the right honourable 
gentleman for the misfortunes of his country, or however great his 
intereſt in her welfare, that he, as well as every gentleman in that 
Houſe, could feel as poignantly, and diſcharge their duty to the beſt 
of their ability, with as much zeal and patriotiſm, as he who 
was thus ſuper-eminently extolled. Nay, he would go farther, and 
hope that as he was not influenced by perſonal motives to offer his 
advice in that Aſſembly, he ſhould never be capable, through per- 
ſanal indignation, of withdrawing his advice when the danger of his 
country might be more imminent, or the proffer of his advice more 
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uſeful. The honourable gentleman had aid, that the right honour- 
able gentleman had repeatedly tried whether he could not prevent 
the misfortunes which were ſo deſpondingly enumerated ;3 and find- 
ing that all his endeavours were. ineffectual, and his meaſures de- 
clined, he had retired to deplore that deſolation which he was not 
able to controul. Reſpecting the efficacy of the right honourable 
gentleman's propoſition, which the honourable gentleman had deemed 
infallible, he was obliged to confeſs he not only entertained doubts, 
but abſolute diſbelief. So far, therefore, he did not at all regret 
the abſence of the right honourable gentleman, becauſe he did not 
think his counſe] worth accepting. On the contrary, he would 
boldly deliver it as his opinion, that if the advice of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had been followed, he ſhould not have been 
one of thoſe, except in one ſolitary inſtance, who would have 
thought that the ſituation of the country would have been amended. 
If he were culpable in ſpeaking fo lightly of the right honourable 
gentleman's abilities, he hoped he ſhould be excuſed when he averred, 
that ſuch a declaration had been extorted from him by the intem- 
perate language of the honourable gentleman oppoſite. In regard 
to the addreſs, he conceived there could be no objection, ſince it 
fatisfied itſelf by general aſſurances of attachment to His Majeſty's 
perſon and government, of promiſes to endeavour to reſiſt the com- 
mon enemy, and thereby preſerve our laws and liberties inviolate : 
and he truſted that no man who was conſcious of the many and in- 
valuable bleſſings he enjoyed under that happy conſtitution, which 
had been prepared and handed down to him by his anceſtors, but 
would defire to have the ſame bleſſings perpetuated, and delivered 
unimpaired to his poſterity. Concerning the rupture of the nego- 
tiation, and the proſecution of the war, he truſted he entertained 
as ardent defires for peace as any other perſon ; but he could not 
ſubmit, as ſome gentlemen appeared diſpoſed to do, to every hu- 
miliation which the enemy might think proper to demand. In this 
he had the ſatisfaction of concurring with His Majeſty ; and he had 
the farther ſatisfaction of knowing, that if the honourable gentleman 
oppoſite was not forward in acquitting His Majeſty's Miniſters for 
their earneſt endeavours to conclude a peace by ſome conceſſions, he 
was not forward in condemning them for that line of conduct. Some 
conceſſions ſhort of abſolute humiliation he thought might be par- 
doned ; but real humiliation he never could allow, becauſe he did 
not know whether real humiliation would not tend to provoke a 
ſpeedy return of hoſtilities. The hoſtile diſpoſition, and inveterate 
hatred of the enemy towards this country, made it neceſſary to act 
with more than common vigilance, in order to leave them no ſlight 
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pretence for the rupture of the negotiation, nor any opportunity for 
miſrepreſentation to deceive the public. The honourable mover of 
the addreſs had expreſſed his willingneſs to ſurrender as many of our 
conqueſts as were conſiſtent with the dignity and honour of the 
nation. In this point he agreed with the honourable mover, but 
differed in the manner. He was willing to make any facrifices 
which might be deemed neceffary, not to the Hollanders, not to the 
Spaniards, nor to the French — but to his country. Nay, he would 
go farther than the honourable mover in this ſurrender, and farther 
than any abſtract point whatever, to put a period to the war; for 
he would not only make a ſurrender of all the conqueſts, hut a 
ſacrifice of every thing he valued as an individual. Nothing then 
remained but to call upon the country to ſubmit cheerfully to the 
ſad alternative to which they were reduced, to join in returning 


thanks to Providence for the ſignal victory which had improved 


their condition, and to unite zealouſly and firmly to ſave the 
country from the deſtructive hatred and inordinate ambition of the 
enemy. He was ſorry he had found it neceſſary to take up ſo much 
of the time and attention of the Houſe ; but he thought it fit that 
every one ſhould know bgth where they are, and what they are, 
either as legiſlators or individuals, under that conſtitution whoſe 
happy influence they hourly experienced, and whoſe perpetual ex- 
iſtence they ſhould hourly endeavour to preſerve. For .his own 
part, as he was embarked, he would never quit the ſhip till ſhe was 
ſinking, and he would exhort every other perſon intereſted in her 
ſafety to follow his example. 

Sir H. MANN cordially coincided in all that had fallen from 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and did not imagine he 
could well add any thing to the ſpirited. reply that Mr. Wilberforce 
had made to an honourable gentleman (Mr. B. Edwards). He was 
prepared to go as far as any man in the cauſe of humanity ; but 
when he attended to the nature of the enemy with whom we had to 
contend, he ſaw we had no alternative left but manfully to counteract 
and defeat the black deſigns which that enemy meditated againſt this 
country. They were ſanguine in their hopes that thoſe deſigns 
would prove ſueceſsful, the object of which was no leſs than to 
deſtroy our commerce, to revolutionize the country, to aboliſh our 
laws, and to annihilate the conſtitution. But in theſe black attempts 
they would, he truſted, be baffled and confounded. He was not 
diſpoſed to follow the honourable gentleman (Mr. Edwards) through 
the whole of what he advanced ; he would, however, agree with 


him in lamenting the abſence of a right honourable gentleman, 


whoſe political knowledge and abilities he had ever highly reſpected. 


- 
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He hoped to have ſeen him, and thoſe who acted with him, in 
their places, and to have heard them come chearfully forward to 
congratulate the country on the ſignal and glorious victory which 
had recently crowned our naval arm ; and eſpecially after the inſo- 
lent and contumelious manner in which the rulers of France had 
treated our Ambaſſador ; after they had evidently betrayed a fixed 
defign to overturn our Conſtitution, and deprive us of all the bleſs- 
ings we enjoyed under it; ſorely was he diſappointed in not ſeeing 
that right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) join heart and hand 
with the Houſe, and harmoniſe it into unanimity, and approve 
himſelf anxious and ready to ſupport, not Miniſters, but the 
Country, and prevent it from being laid at the feet of a cruel, 
ſanguinary, and unrelenting enemy. 

The honourable- Baronet was aſtoniſhed to hear the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Edwards) accuſe Lord Malmeſbury of want of 
fincerity in the former and late negotiation. | Here Mr. B. Edwards 
denied the charge, which he intended, he ſaid, only for Miniſters. ] 
The honourable Baronet pretended only to a plain underſtanding, 
and he thought the accuſing Miniſters was nearly the ſame with 
accuſing his Lordſhip of infincerity. For his part, he thought 
them both fincere, and if gentlemen would but look at the late de- 
claration, the fineſt piece of compoſition he had ever ſeen, they 
would ſoon be convinced both of the ſincerity of Miniſters, and of 
the inſincerity and ambition of the enemy they had to treat with. : 
If the conduct of the French was duly attended to, it would clearly 
appear how averſe they are to peace—Did they not baniſh the. two 
Directors who had betrayed pacific diſpofitions? While our inſo- 
lent and ambitious foe perſeveres in his preſent temper, we have no 
alternative left but manfully to perſevere in the conteſt. The evin- 
cing of a proud and unbroken ſpirit can alone uphold our cauſe, and 
ultimately prove favourable to the attainment of peace. May this 
ſpirit animate and guide us, unleſs we are prepared tamely to ſur- 
render whatever is valuable and dear to us as a nation. The ene- 
my, we have ſeen, would accede to no preliminaries, but ſuch as 
could not be looked at without a bluſh. When, therefore, no al- 
ternative is left us, ought not ſuch a ſituation to arouſe the energies, 
and call forth the unanimity of the Britiſh heart ? | 

The honeurable Baronet next proceeded to vindicate the charac- 
ter of the new Peers from the aſperſion thrown on them by Mr. B. 
Edwards. They were ſtigmatized by that honourable gentleman 
as unworthy of the honours that had lately been conferred upon 
them. But he felt ſafe in making an aſſertion, in which he was 
ſatisfied a reſpectable majority of the Houſe would concur, that the 
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gentlemen ſo contemptuouſiy alluded to, had uniformly ſerved their 
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country with ardour and fidelity. That the pureſt and moſt diſin- 
tereſted ſpirit guided their votes, and this he could exemplify in one 
of them, (Mr. Powys) a relation of his, to whoſe acknowledged merit 
he would paſs the tribute it deſerved, without fearing to be accuſed 
of any partiality being diQated by that relationſhip. As to the ad- 
dreſs, he perfectly agreed with the honourable gentlemen by whom 
it had been moved and ſeconded. 

Mr. ELFORD aid, that what had fallen from the two honour- 
able gentlemen who ſpoke laſt in the debate, had been ſo ample an 
anſwer to the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt on the oppoſite 
fide of the Houſe, that he ſhould only notice one circumſtance in 
his ſpeech, to which they had not adverted, and that was what the 
honourable gentleman had faid relative to the great and ſignal naval 
victory obtained over the Dutch fleet. He would put it to the ho- 
nourable gentleman, whether or no it was fair or juſt to ſay any 
thing that might tend to do away any part of the effect of that moſt 
glorious action? He had brought into a prominent point of view 
that unhappy circumſtance, which was not peculiarly charaQeriſtic 
of this particular action, but which was the neceſſary concomitant 
of all ſplendid viories — becauſe the ſeverity of the conteſt was 
one ſource of their celebrity : that he was ſure his fcelings were in 
union with every man in the Houſe, when he expreſſed his utmoſt 
regret for the loſs of thoſe brave officers and ſeamen who had ſuf. 
fered in their country's cauſe ; but tl at it was imprudent and un- 
juſt, unnecefarily to obtrude any thing on the public, which would 
at all cloud fo glorious a day. 

Mr. NICHOLLS was heartily diſpoſed to join with thoſe who 
lamented the abſence of Mr. Fox, however he might be expoſed 
to cenſure for expreſſing fuch a regret. He could not help recol- 
lecting the number of years which that right honourable gentleman 
had toiled in oppoſing a majority of that Houſe, which ſupported 
the continuance of the American war, the termination of which 
was principally to be aſcribed to the unwearied perſeverance of that 
accompliſhed Stateſman. By that war, the Houſe of Brunſwick 
was deprived of a large and valuable portion of its dominion ; ang 
God forbid it ſhould now ſuſtain an additional privation, by conti- 
nuing to hearken to the ſiniſter counſels by which the nation has for 
a long time been governed. What was the recompence that Mr. 


Fox's indefatigable exertions have ſince met with? Cenſure and 
obloquy. Of this unmerited cenſure, he inſtanced the conduct of 
Parliament reſpecting the India bill, brought forward by that right 
honourable gentleman in 1783. Though that bill contained a 
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true ſtatement of the Company's affairs, and ſhewed them to be four 
millions in arrears. Mr. Nicholls was procceding to the hiſtory of 
Mr. Fox's parliamentary eonduct, when he was called to order by 
the Speaker, who obſerved, that the whole Houſe muſt be ſenſible 
that the honourable gentleman ſeemed entirely to loſe ſight of the 
queſtion under diſcuſſion; upon which Mr. Nicholls apologiſed to 
the Houſe, and then proceeded to ſtate, that if the ſituation of the 
country was ſuch as it had been this night deſcribed, nothing was 
left us but to purſue a bellum internecinum - under ſuch tremendous 
circumſtances, we all ſhould join heart and hand, and rally round 
the country. It was his ſincere with to ſupport Royalty, the Nobi- 
lity, and the Rights of the Commons ; the whole of which he ſaw 
with pain, were in extreme danger. But while he ſaw it was ne- 
ceſſary thus to wage a war pro arts et focis, he could not ſtifle the 
reſentment that roſe up in his breaſt againſt a Miniſter, by whoſe 
ill-adviſed raſhments it was begun, and through whoſe incapacity 
its conduct and progreſs had been diſgraced by diſaſter and defeat. 
We were now without allics ; our very exiſtence was threatened ; and 
he could not but concur with an honourable gentleman (Mr. Ed- 
wards), that Miniſters were not fincere in their endeavours at ne- 
gotiation—not even in their late attempt. What are ſaid to be 
the obſtacles that defeat theſe endeavours? Our refuſal to ſurren- 
der the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, and Trincomale. But what 
are our reaſons for wiſhing to retain them? Is it their value? 
Surely not; neither are we forced in honour ſo to do. The ſame 
reaſons might equally be urged for not retaining Martinique, De- 
merary, &c.- which we would not heſitate to give up. Is it, there- 
fore, our intcreſt to continue the war for the fake of keeping the 
Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, &c. which muſt ſo ſoon coſt us 
much more than they are worth? If ſuch be the intention, let us 
look to the ſtate of our finances. From the 5th of July, 1796, to 
the 5th of July, 1797, an addition of two millions ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds appear in the dividends, which is a ſum cquivalent 
to eighty-ſeven millions and a half in the 3 per cents. ; and thus 
there will be four millions addition to the dividends, if the war be 
continued but for another year. How this can be borne. by the 
landed or any other property, it was impoſſible for him to ſee. The 
Funds muſt give way, and the middling elaſs of the people muſt in- 
evitably be ruined, and the whole eountry be oppreſſed and over- 
whelmed with - burdens; and all theſe accumulated calamities be 
riſked and endured, merely to ſeeure the poſſeſſion of the Cape of 
Good Hope, The Miniſter is a man of ſenfe ; he muſt know 
and feel the truth of what is here advanced. But the alarmiſts 
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who ſupport him are determined on a bellum internecinum. For his 

part, he harboured no averſion againſt the Miniſter or his friends. 

But let him and them make peace: peace is neceſſary; it is ne- 

ceſſary to the falvation of the country, [much Jaughter.) Mr. 

Nicholls profeſſed his diſregard of laughter and ridicule ; he was 

ſcrious and ſincere, and the ſubje& he touched on ſhould not be 

treated with levity. He would again repeat it—peace was neceſ- 

farv, for without it there was no ſalvation fur the country; it muſt 
be loſt : nor can the dividends in the Funds be paid if the war be 
protracted for three years more; and, indeed, how could they be 

paid? Our ears were ſtunned with nothing but praiſe and re- 

joicings for victories that will avail us little. Our finances are our 

main object; to theſe we muſt attend. Even ſhould ten ſhillings 

additional be laid on land, we ſhould not be able to continue the 

war for three years. The queſtion was ſerious and momentous ; 

it was not one to be carried by acclamation, Woe owe it as a duty 

to His Majeſty to recommend to him a change of his ſervants ; 

they have long been tried, and tried to no purpoſe. Unleſs the 

people ſee every thing done that can poſſibly be attempted, they will. 
never think of joining cordially in the cauſe. Ireland, at leaſt, 

cannot be expected to join it. The cruel treatment which ſhe ex- 

periences muſt altogether alienate her affections; but if any, or 

every deſcription of men are ready to join and unite in ſupport of 

Royalty, Nobility, and the Commons, not forgetting the Epiſcopacy 

(for the Church eſtabliſhment is neceſſarily connected with our po- 

litical exiſtence), he was ready to join and unite with them. But 

again, they muſt be warned and entreated to promote the attainment 

of peace, upon which the fate of the nation ſolely depends. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG regretted that ſuch intemperate lan- 
guage had been uſed as he had heard in the courſe of that evening; 
language which he hardly could have expected to have heard in an 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons. Becauſe a menace had been 
thrown out by the enemy, was it prudent or neceſſary that we 
ſhould fit down in deſpondency ? Certainly not. But it is faid, 
that if we had ſent out a perſon under full power to ſurrender all 
our conqueſts, we ſhould have till been enabled to treat with the 
enemy. To treat! For what? For our navy? Yes, aſſur- 
edly ſuch would be the final demand of the enemy, and we fhould 
be permitted at laſt, like Carthage under the tyranny of ancient 
Rome, to keep up ſo many ſhips only on the ſea, as muſt eventually 
deſtroy our commerce, our liberties, our ſecurity, and our exiſtence. 
In Livy we find Carthago delenda, and when the Romans had 


limited her ſhips the ſentence was fulfilled, and Carthago deleta fol- 
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lowed. Sir William ſaid, he had no greater pretenſions to pro- 
perty than other people, but ſtill he was anxious for the preſerva- 
tion of his country, for he did not conſider a man's perſonal intereſt 
in the welfare of his country, to be inveſted in eſtates, or any other 
ſpecies of wealth, but to conſiſt in his children, his family, his 
friends, the liberty to walk abroad when he pleaſed, the freedom 
of opinion, and, above all, in the meaſurement and value of his 
own talents. Living a great deal in the country as he did, he 
thought he knew the nature of his ſituation and his-circumſtances 
tolerably well, and was able to judge what ſacrifices he could 
make ; and as he had prepared himſelf to do ſo to a certain ex- 
tent, for the maintenance of the Conſtitution and Laws, he ſhould 
call upon the great body of the People to follow his example. And 
he ſhould call on his honourable friend alſo, whom he believed to 
be fincere in his repreſentation of the diſtreſſes of the country, to 
rouſe his energies, and not to weep the fall of Ciſar without the 
leaſt exertion to avenge. Or to uſe the words in Sextus Germani- 
cus, the original of which he did not recollect, let him fay : 


« Me will nat weep, my friends, we will revenge.” 
Mr. I. H. BROWNE obſerved, that when the taxes were 
ſtated to be grievous, gentlemen ought to review the increaſed value 


of eſtates, of manufactures, and of commerce, to defray them. 
The internal wealth of the kingdom was never ſo abundant as at 


; preſent, ; and to that and that alone we were indebted for our naval 
victories, our ſtrengtb, and our ſecurity. That was the permanent 


cauſe of the courage in our troops and ſeamen. 
The queſtion on the Addreſs was then put and carried ; after 
which, a Committee was appointed to draw up the fame, of which 


the following is a copy: 


| The humble Addreſs of the Hiuſe if Cimmms t1 the King. 
- Miſt gracious Sovereign, 


* We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to re- 
turn your Majeſty our humble thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech 
from the Throne, and for the communication of the declaration, 
and the other papers reſpecting the negotiation with France, which 
your Majeſty has been ON *. to . to be laid be- 
fore us. „1 biet 

e Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, * we © ſhall not fail to 
apply ourſelves, with the utmoſt diligence and attention, to the con- 
fideration of the meaſures which the preſent crifis requires; but 
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we cannot refrain from expreſſing, at the earlieſt moment, our firm 
determination to afford your Majeſty the moſt effectual ſupport in 
reſiſting every unwarrantable pretenſion, and checking every attempt 
dictated by inordinate ambition on the part of thofe with whom we 
have to contend, 

« We entertain a firm perſuaſion that all your Majeſty's faith 
ful ſubjeRs feel as they ought the value of the bleſſings which they 
are ſtruggling to preſerve, and will not fail, in every ſituation, to 
ſupport your Majeſty, in defence of their eſſential intereſts, with 
the zeal, magnanimity, and courage, worthy of a great and free 
people: and we mult, at the preſent moment, obferve, with pecu- 
liar ſatisfaction, the proofs afforded of our means. and internal re- 
ſources in the flouriſhing ſtate of the revenue, induſtry, and com- 
merce, of the country. 

« With the utmoſt gratitude we acknowledge the ſenſe which 
your Majeſty expreſſes of the public ſpirit which has been ſo emi- 
nently difplayed by your People, and of the conduct of your Ma- 
jeſty's troops of every deſeription, which has juſtly entitled them to 
the additional eſteem and admiration of their country. 

« And we moſt heartily congratulate your Majeſty on the ſignal 
and decifive victory with which providence has rewarded the exer- 
tions of your fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Danean ; 
an event which has crowned the repeated maritime ſucceſſes ob- 
tained over all onr enemies, and has, indced, afforded a brilliant ad- 
dition to the numerous and heroic exploits which, in the courſe of 
the preſent war, have raiſed to the higheſt pitch the naval glory of 
the country. 

It will afford us great ſatisfaction to find that any Ws, of 
our expence will admit of reduction, confiſtently with the continu- 
ance of thoſe vigorous efforts which muſt be neceſſary for our ſafety, 
and which, at all events, cannot fail to be attended with heavy ex- 
pence. In conſidering what may be the beſt mode of defraying it, 
we ſhall, undoubtedly, bear in mind the nature of the preſent criſis ; 
and, in eſtimating the value of any temporary facritices, we ſhall 
not loſe ſight of the infinite importance of ſupporting c tectually our 
public credit, and of convincing the enemy that, while we join in 
your Majetty's anxious deſire for the concluſion of peace, on ſafe and 
honourable terms, we poticſs the means, as well as the determina- 
tion, to ſupport with vigour this arduous contelt, as long as it may 
be rendered neceſſary, for maintaining the ſafety, honour, and inde- 
pendence, of theſe kingdoms. 

„Wo beſeech your Majeſty to believe that our loyalty and at- 
tachment to your od „and our anxious regard for the intereſts 
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of your ſubjects, will enſure our perſeverance in that line of eonduct 
which may beſt preſerve the advantages reſulting to your People 
from your Majeſty's auſpicious Government. 

The bleſſings which we derive from our civil and religious 
eſtabliſhments have long been deeply imprinted on our minds ; and 
we cannot but feel more and more, from the events of every day, 
how much they diſtinguiſh us among all the nations of Europe ; 
we ſhall never be unmindful that they can only be preſerved by in- 
culcating and enforcing a due reverence and obedience to the laws, 
by repreſling with promptitude every attempt to diſturb our internal 
tranquillity, and by maintaining inviolate that happy Conſtitution 
which we inherit from our anceſtors, on which the ſecurity and 
happineſs of every claſs of your Majeſty's ſubjects eſſentially 
depend.” 


Friday, November 3. 


Mr. HOBHOUSE made the following motions : 

“% That there be laid before the Houſe an account of the net 
produce of the taxes for one year, ending the 10th of OQober, 
1797, diſtinguiſhing the produce cach quarter, and diſtinguiſhing 
the duties that were impoſed in 1792, 1794, 1795, 1796, and 
1797.” Ordered. 

“ That there be laid before the Houſe an account of the income 
of and charges on the conſolidated fund for the quarter ending Oc- 
tober 10, 1797.” Ordered. 

Mr. 'TTIERNEY conceived it to be candid, before Mr. Dundas 
exerciſed any parliamentary functions, to give notice that he ſhould, 
on Monday next, move, That the Houſe ſhould refuſe to ac- 
knowledge that gentleman in any parliamentary capacity.” The 
cauſe of his motion was, that in the ſeſſion of 1794, it had been re- 
preſented, upon ſome queſtions being aſked, that the right honourable 
gentleman was merely diſcharging part of the duties attached to the 
office of the Duke of Portland. It appeared, however, from the 
reports of the Committee of Finance, that ſalaries were paid to 
three Secretaries of State, and that the right honourable gentleman 
was indifputably the third Secretary of State. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved, 

« That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Admiral Lord 
Viſcount Duncan, for his able and gallant conduct in the brilliant 
and deciſive victory obtained over the Dutch fleet on the 1 1th day 
of October, as well as for the zeal, courage, and perſeverance, 
which he has uniformly manifeſted during the ardupus period 
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in which he has commanded His Majeſty's fleet in the North 
Sea. | 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Vice-Admiral Sir 
Richard Onſlow, Baronet, and to the ſeveral Captains and Officers 
in the flcet under the command of Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan, 
who, by their bravery and gallant conduct, contributed to the glo- 
rious ſucceſs of that day, and that Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan 
do ſignify the ſame to them.” 

« That this Houſe doth highly approve of, and acknowledge, 
the ſervices of the Seamen and Marines on board the ſhips under the 
command of Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan, in the late glorious 
victory over the Dutch fleet; and that the officers commanding the 
ſeveral ſhips do ſignify the ſame to their reſpective crews, and do 
thank them for their gallant behaviour,” 

All of which motions were unanimouſly agreed to. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS now expreſſed his ſorrow that he was 
under the neceſſity of bringing to the recollection of the Houſe, the 
lamented death of a gallant officer, Captain Burges. Of that brave 
man he had no perſonal knowledge. His charaQer however was 
not unknown to him, nor to any perſon in the naval ſervice. He 
was equally celebrated for profeſſional fill and for private worth. 
From Admiral Lord Duncan he had authority to afſure the Houſe, 
that both from public and private motives, he conlidered the loſs of 
ſuch a man as one of the greateſt which this country had ever ſuſ- 
tained ; that the period of life when he was removed from the world, 
promiſed that he would rife, had he lived, to the higheſt ſtations of 
his profeſſion, and thereby be furniſhed with a larger ſphere for the 
diſplay of his abilities. While the Houſe did juſtice to the con- 
duct of the living, they would, ſurely, tranſmit to poſterity the me- 
mory of the dead; and therefore, he ſhould move, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, humbly 
defiring that His Majeſty will be pleaſed to give directions, that a 
monument be ereQed, in the cathedral church of Saint Paul, Lon- 
don, to the memory of Captain Richard Rundie Burges, of His 
Majeſty's ſhip Ardent, who fell gloriouſiy in the naval engagement 
of the 1 1th of October, when a deciſive victory was obtaiaed by 
Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan over the Dutch fleet; and to aſſure 


His Majeſty, that this Houſe will make good the expence attending 
the ſame.” | 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas then preſented to the Houſe, by His 
Majeſty's command, the following Papers : 


(No. 1.) 
Cilicial Note.—Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of the 
French Republic. 

The ſignature of the preliminaries of a peace, the definitive concluſion 
of which is to put an end to the continental war, appears to afford to the 
two Governments of Great Britain and France a natural opportunity and 
new facilities for the renewal of pacific negotiations between them: A 
part of the obſtacles, which might have rætacded this ſalutary work, no 
longer exiſting ; and the intereſts to be treated of being, after this event, 
neither ſo extenſive nor ſo complicated as they were before, 

The Court of London, always defirous of employing ſuch means as are 
beſt calculated to contribute to this object, ſo interetting to the happineſs 
of the two nations, is unwilling to omit renewing to the French Govern» 
ment the aſſurance of the continuance of its diſpoſitions on this ſubject, 
And the underfigned 1s authorized to propoſe to the Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs to enter without delay, and in ſuch manner as ſhall be juiged the 
molt expedient, upon the diſcuſſion of the views and pretenſions of each 
party for the regulation of the preliminaries of a peace, which may be de- 
finitively arranged at the future Congrets. 

As ſoon as the form of this negotiation ſhall have been agreed upon, 
the Britiſh Government will be ready to concur in it, by taking en its 
part ſuch meaſures as are the moſt proper for accelerating the re- cſtabliſh- 
ment of the public tranquillity, . 

Weſtminſter, June 1, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE, 


(No. 2.) 
Official Note. —The Minifter for Foreign Affairs to Lord Grenville, 


The underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affaits of the French Republic, 
loſt no time in laying before the Executive Directory the note which was 
tranſmitted to him on the iſt of June (O. S.) by Lord Grenville, in the 
name of His Britannic Majeſty, He is ditected to anſwer it. 

The Executive Directory fees with ſatisfaction the deſire which the Ca- 
binet of St. James's exprefles to put an end, at length, to the calamities of 
war. It will receive with eagerneſs the overtures and propoſals which 
ſhall be made to it by the Court of England. 

The Executive Directory deſires notwithſtanding, that the negotiations 
ſhould be ſet on foot at once for a definitive treaty, This proceeding ap- 
ou to the Directory preferable to a Congreſs, of which the reſult muſt 

remote, and which does not correſpond with the ardent deſire that it 
has to re-eſtabliſh, as quickly as poſſible, peace between the two powers, 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX, 
Paris, 16 Prairial, gth year of the ge : 
French Republic, one and indiviſible, 
June 4, 1797. 


(No. 3.) : 
Official Note.— Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


The Court of London has received with the greateſt fatisfaciion, the 
aſſurances of the difpoſitions of the Executive Directory to entertain 
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with eagerneſs the pacific overtures of Great Britain, as well as of its de- 
fire to re-eſtabliſh, as ſoon as poſſible, peace between the two powers. 

Anxious to contribute to it in every thing which can depend upon itſelf, 
the Britth Government will not delay to ſent to Paris, or to ſuch other 
place upon the Continent, as may be agreed upon, a Miniſter, to treat 
and conclude with the Plenipotentiary, who ſhall be appointed by the 
Executive Directory. 

The underſigned is directed to deſire to know the wiſh of the Direc- 
tory, as to the place of the negotiation, in order that a ſpeedy determina- 
tion may be taken here upon that ſubject ; and to requeſt the Minifter for 
Foreign affairs to ſend him, without delay, the neceſſary paſſports, to ena- 
ble the King's Plenipctentiary to repair immediately to his deſtination. 
The queſtion of ſigning preliminary or definitive articles, will neceſſarily 
depend upon the progreſs and turn of the negotiations, to which, on the 
part of Great Britain, will be brought the molt fincere defire for the ſpeedy 
re-eftabliſhment of peace. 

Wellminſter, June 8, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 

(No. 4.) 
Official Note. —The Miniſter for foreign affairs to Lord Grenville, 


The Executive Directory of the French Republic has ſeen with ſatis- 
faction, by the official note of Lord Grenville, dated June 8th (O. S.), 
that the Court of London ſhews itſelf diſpoſed to ſet on foot, without 
delay, the negotiation for which it has lately made an overture. Filled 
with the ſame eagerneſs, convinced that the intentions of the Britiſh Go. 
vernment arc ſuch as it deſcribes them, the Directory has directed the 
underſigned, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, to tranſmit to Lord Grenville 
the neceſſary paſſports for a Viniller furniſhed with full powers for the 

urpoſe of negotiating a definitive and ſeparate treaty of peace with the 
. Republic. ; 

The Executive Directory has fixed upon the Commune of Liſle as the 
place of meeting for tha reſpective Plenipotentiaries. 

(Signed) CH, DELACROIX, 

Paris, 23 Prairial, 5th year of the French 

Republic, June 11, 1797. 


; . (No. 5.) 
Liberty, Equality. Fraternity, Union. 
In the name of the French Republic. 


To all officers, civil and military, charged to maintain public order in 


the different departments of France, and to make the French name re- 
ſpected abroad. 


Allow to pals freely 1 
Furniſhed with the full powers of His Britannic Majeſty for the purpoſe of ne- 
gotiating, concluding, aud Jigning a definitive and ſeparate treaty of peace with 
the French Republic, Native of, &c. &c. 
going to Liſle, Department of the North, the place appointed for the negotiation, 
without giving or ſuffering any hindrance to be given to him. 

This paſſport ſhall be in force for Decades only. 

Given at Paris, the 23 Prairial, 5th year of the Republic, one 


and indivifible. 
The Miniſter of Foreign affairs, (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
By the Miniſter, " (Signed) T. GUIARDET. 
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(No, 6.) 
Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


The underſigned has received from the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of 
* Republic his official note, with the paſſport which accom- 

nied it. 

The Court of London willingly accepts the propoſal of the French 
Government with reſpect to the place of n-gotiation, and conſents that 
Lifle ſhall be appointed as the place of meeting for the reſp-Qive Plenipo- 
tentiaries : it being always underſtood that the King's Plenipotentiary 
ſhall have liberty to diſpatch his couriers directly from Liſle to Dover, 
by way of Calais; and that the Engliſh veſſels, appointed for keeping u 
this communication, ſhall be allowed freely to go into, and come out of 
the port of Calais, and to paſs in perfect ſafety between that city and 

ver. 

With reſpect to the paſſport, the underſigned finds himſelf under the 
neceflity of remarking that the terms in which this inftrument is drawn 
up, differ from the uſual form, by the particular deſcription, which is 
inſerted in them, of the nature and extent of the powers, and of the miſſion 
of the King's Plenipotentiary, | 

This new form appears liable to produce, in many inſtances, conſider- 
able inconvenience ; and, according to the terms uſed in this particular 
inftance, it would have the diſadvantage of not anſwering exactly to the 

wers and the miſſion of the Miniſter in queſtion. 

His full powers, drawn up in the uſual form, will include every caſe ; 
and without preſcribing to him any particular mode or negotiation, will 
gire him the moſt unlimited authority to conclude any articles of treaties, 
whether preliminary or definitive, as might beſt conduce to the ſpeedy 
re · eſtabliſnment of peace, which is the ſole object of his miſſion. 

But the Court of London does not by any means make a point of con- 
cluding a preliminary treaty, and would prefer only that mode, whatever 
_ It may be, which ſhall be found the beſt calculated to accelerate the con- 
cluſion of peace. 

The King's Plen'potentiary then will be equally ready, and authorized 
to begin the negotiation without delay, upon either footing ; upon the 
footing of a preliminary treaty—or, ſhould ſuch continue to be the wiſh 
of the _—_— upon that of a definitive treaty. 

As to what regards the queſtion of a ſeparate treaty—there would be no 
objection to ſetthng, by a treaty of this kind, whatever relates to the re- 
ſpective intereſts of France and of Great Britain, as has been uſually the 
practice in ſimilar caſes: But the King cannot allow any doubt to ſuhſiſt 
as to his intention of providing for what is due to the intereſts of his ally 
Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty. And in purſuance of the ſame principles, 
His Majeſty will not refuſe to enter into ſuch explanations with reſpect to 
the intereſts of Spain and Holland as may appear neceſſary for the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of peace. | 
After this frank and preciſe explanation, the Britiſh Government is 

rſuaded that the Directory will not delay to tranſmit to them a paſſport 
Ne the Britiſh Plenipotentiary and his ſuite, in the uſual form, and ſuch 
as was ſeut in the month of October laſt for the miflion with which Lord 
Malmeſbury was then charged. | | 
In this expectation, and for the ſake of avoiding all delay, His Majeſty 
bas already made choice of the ſame Miniſter to repreſent him on this im- 
portant occaſion. And the underſigned is charged to inquire on what 
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1 
day the French Plenipotentiary will be at Liſle, in order that Lord 
Malmeſbury may arrive there at the ſame time. 
Weſtminſter, June 17, 1797. (Signed) GRENV ILLE, 


(No. 7.) | 
Official Note. —The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Lord Grenville. 


The underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs has laid before the Direc- 
tory, immediately upon its receipt, the official note addreſſed to him by 
Lord Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 (O. S.) He loſes no time in reply - 
ing to it, according to the orders which he has received. 

The Directory, partaking moſt fincerely in the pacific ſentiments which 
His Brirannic Majefty announces, and wiſhing to bring the negotiations as 
quickly as poſſible to a happy iſſue, perſiſts in requiring that the reſpective 
Plenipotentiaries ſhall begin immediately upon their meeting to treat of a 
definitive treaty, The Directory accepts, with ſatisfaction, the conſent 
of His Britannic Majeſty upon this ſubject, expreſſed in the note of Lord 
Grenville, 

The Directory conſents that His Britannic Majeſty ſhall make, by his 
Plenipotentiary, ſuch propoſals or ſtipulations as he ſhail rhink proper for 

ler Mot Faithful Majeſty, as in return the Plenipotentiaries of the Re- 
public will do for their allies His Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian 
Republic. 

"The Directory conſents that the negotiation ſhall be opened with Lord 
Malmeſbury. Another choice would, however, have appeared to the Di- 
rectory to augur more favourably for the ſpeedy concluſion of peace. 

he DireQory requires that it ſhall be eſtabliſhed as a principle, that 
each Engliſh packet boat, which ſhall have brought over either the Pleni- 
potentiary or a Courier, ſhall return without delay, and ſhall not be al- 
lowed to make any ſtay. Ihe Directory will give orders that a French 
packet boat ſhall be furniſhed, without delay, to each of the Couriers 
whom the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty ſhall diſpatch. The 
Directory dehres, at the ſame time, that the Couriers ſhould not be ſent 
too frequently ; the frequent ſending of them having been one of the prin- 
cipal cauſes of the rupture of the former negotiation. | 

After the above explanation, it hecomes unneceſſary to tranſmit to Lord 
Grenville a new paſſport , the reſtrictions which he apprehended were to 

be found in that which has been addreſſed to him being entiraly done 
away. 

The French Plenipotentiaries will have arrived at Liſle by the time at 

which Lord Malmeſbury can himſelf be there. 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX, 
Paris, 2 Meſſidor. (June 20, 1797.) | | 


1 (No. 8.) | 
Official Note, —Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs. 


The underſigned has laid before the King the official note of the French 
Government, which he receiyed the 2 3d of the preſent month.  _ + 

As to the two firſt articles of this note, both parties are agreed. On 
this point, therefore, there is nothing to be added to the explanations al- 
ready given; in conſequence of which explanatians Lord Malmeſbury 
will, without delay, proceed to Liſle to enter into a negotiation with the 
wry Plenipotentiarics for the completion of a definitive treaty, The 
Yor. IV. F 
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remark of the Directory upon the choice which His Majeſty has thought 
fit to make of his Plenipotentiary, being certainly of a nature not to re- 
quire any anſwer, 

The Britiſh Government agrees to the arrangement propofed for the 
packet boats ; provided that a French packet boat ſhall be furniſhed re- 
gularly, and without the leaſt delay, for each courier which the Britiſh 

lenipotentiary ſhall find it neceſſary to diſpatch : the exerciſe of his in- 
conteſtable right in this reſpect being to be governed by his own diſcre- 
tion only, with a view to bringing the negotiation with which he is charged 
to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful end. ; 

With regard to the rupture of the laſt negotiation, the circumſtances 
and the motives of it are known to all Europe; and it is not at the mo- 
ment of entering into a new pacific diſcuſſion that the Britiſh Govern- 
ment conceives it can be of any uſe to recall them to recollection. 

Lord Malmeſbury will ſet out from London on the zoth of this month 
to proceed to Calais; from whence he will arrange his departure accord- 
ing to the notification he may receive of the day on which the French Mi- 
niiter may reach Liſle. | 

Weſtminſter, June 26, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 


* 


| | (No. 9.) 
Official Note. —The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Lord Grenville, 


The underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs loſt no time in laying be- 
fore the Executive Directory the official note addreſſed to him by — 
Grenville, dated the 21ſt of June, (O. S.) 8th of the preſent month 
Meſſidor. 

In anſwer to this note, he bas the honour to declare to Lord Grenville, 
that the Plenipotentiaries charged by the Directory with the negotiation, 
are already aſſembled in Liſle, and that the conferences may be ſet on foot 
as ſoon as the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty ſhall have arrived 
there. Proviſion has been made that there ſhall never be a want of packet 
boats for the couriers which he ſhall think proper to fend to London. 
The underſigned at the ſame time apprizes Lord Grenville, that a 
copy of this note will be delivered to Lord Malmeſbury on his arrival 
at Calais, in order that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate de- 


parture for Liſle. 
| (Signed) CH. DELACROIX, 
Paris, 11 Meſſidor, 5th year. (June 29, 1797.) 
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Extract of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, July 6th, Thurſday, 8 P. M. 1797. 
My Lord. 
-. Having had this morning my firſt conference with the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and having mutually exchanged our full powers, I think it my 
duty to diſpatch a meſſenger, in order that His Majeſty may have the ear- 
lieft" information of this circumſtance. My diſpatch, however, muſt be 
confined to this alone, as nothing whatever has yet paſſed relative to the 


negotiation itſelf, 
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| (No. 1% 
Equality. Liberty. 
Extract from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the Executive 
Directory. 


Paris, the 3oth Prairial, 5th year of the French Republic, one 
and indiviſible. 

The Executive Directory, after having heard the report of the Miniſter 
ſor Foreign Affairs, decrees as follows: 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Miniſter of the Executive Direc- 
tory, Pleville le Pelley, and Maret, are authoriſed to negotiate with the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty, the treaty of peace to 
be concluded between the French Republic and Great Britain. The Di- 
rectory gives them the neceſſary full powers for agreeing upon and ſigning 
the articles of the treaty to be made. They ſhall conform themſelves to 
the inſtructions which have been, or ſhall be given to them by the Execu- 
tive Directory, to whom they ſhall render an account of the progreſs and 
the iſſue of the negotiations, 

They are equally authoriſed, and under the ſame conditions, to ſtipulate 
for the allies of the Republic, his Catholic Majeſty, and the Batavian 
Republic. 

The Citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary General to the French lega- 
tion, is authoriſed to aſſiſt at the conferences, to afford the information 
which ſhall be required of him, and to take a note of what ſhall be agreed 
upon and ſettled. | 

The preſent decree ſhall not be printed for the preſent, 

(A true copy.) The Preſident of the Executive Directory, 
CARNO T. 
By the Executive Directory, the Secretary General. 
, LAGARDE. 


(No. 12.) 


Extracts of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, July 11, 1797. | 

I had the honour in my laſt, by Brooks, of the 6th inſt. to inform 
your Lordſhip of my arrival here, of the manner in which I had been 
received, and of my having, in the uſual form, exchanged my full powers 
with the French Plenipotentiaries. 

On Friday the 5th, at noon, we held our ſecond conference. 

I opened this ſecond conference with the French Plenipotentiaries, by 
ſaying, that I myſelf had no obſervations to make on their full powers, 
which appeared to be conformable to thoſe uſually given by the Directory 
to their Plenipotentiaries, and of courſe muſt be conſidered as ſufficient 
for the purpoſes expreſſed in them; that I, however, had tranſmitted them 
by a meſſenger to my Court, and reſerved to myſelf the right of commu- 
nicating any objections or remarks which I might receive by the return 
of my meſſenger, relative to them. | 

M. le Tourneur, to whom, as Preſident of the Commiſſion, I addreſ- 
ſed myſelf, replied, that they had taken preciſely the ſame ſteps as myſelf; 
that zbey conſidered the full powers I had given in, as in due form, and 
ſufficient ; but that they alſo reſerved to themſelves the ſame right, in re- 
gard to inſtructions they might receive from the Directory on this ſubjeR, 
as I had claimed jn regard to my Court, | 


F 3 
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To this, of courſe, I aſſented. 

On Saturday the 8th inſtant I gave in the prozer preciſely as J had re- 
ceived it from your Lordſhip; a copy of which (A), as it is trauſlated into 
French, I think it my duty to encloſe | 

One of the French plenipotentiaries propoſed that ſome time ſhould be 
given them to take the propoſals I had made into conſideration, and 
begged of me merely for the ſake of accuracy, and to help their memory, 
that I would be good enough either to let M. Colchen put down on paper, 
or myſelf fend them a note containing the words with which I wiſhed the 
articles left in blank to be filled up. I readily acquieſced in the latter 
mode, and immediately on my return ſent them the incloſed note (B). 

On Sunday evening I received the encloſed note ( from the French 
Plenipotentiaries, and in conſequence ot it went to the propoſed conterence 
yeſterday. : 


| | One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me on the ſubje& cf the 
| 


——— 


projet I had given them, and the note with which I had accompanied it, 
| that as theſe papers contain many points on which their infiructions did 
not enable them to anſwer, they had, after having given them a very 
ſerious attention, ſent them, with ſuch obſervations: as they had thought 
it their duty to make on them, to the Directory, and that the moment 
they received an anſwer they would communicate it to me. Put that, in 
the meanwhile, not to de ay the progreſs ot the negotiation, they wiſhed 
that ſeveral points which he termed inlulated, but which, though nat 
13 | referred to in our projet, were, he ſaid, inſeparably connected with the 
1 general ſubject of peace, might be diſcuſſed and got rid of now if I had 
no objection, and that it was with this view they had requeſted me to 
meet them.— On my not expreſſing any diſapprobation to this mode of 
proceeding, one 4 the French Plenipotentiaries began, by ſaying, that in 
the preamble of the treaty the title of King of France was uſed; that this 
title, they contended, could no longer be inſiſted on—the abolition of it 
was in a manner eſſential to the al acknowledgement of the French 
Republic, and that as it was merely titular as far as related to His Majeſty, 
but quite otherwiſe in the ſenſe in which it applied to them, he hoped it 
would not be conſidered as an important conceſſion. / 

I informed them, that on all former occations a ſeparate article had 
been agreed to, which appeared to me to auſwer every purpoſe they re- 
quired, and which it was my intention, as the treaty advanced, to have 
propoſed, as proper to make part of this. The article (the firſt of the 
ſeparate ones in the treaty of 1783) was then read; but they objected to 
it, as not fully meeting their views. It was to the title itfelf, as well as 

to any right which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe from it, that they objected. 
I could ſcarce allow myſelf to treat this mode of reaſoning ſeriouſly. I 
endeavoured to make them feel that it was cavilling for a mere word; that 
it was creating difficulties where none exiſted; and that if all tha French 
monarchs in the courſe of three centuries had allowed this to ſtand in the 
preamble of all treaties and tranſactions between the two countries, I 
could not conceive, after its having been uſed for ſo long a period without 
any claim or pretenſion being ſet forth in conſequence of it, how it could 
now affect either the dignity, ſecurity, or importance of the Republic— 
that in fact ſuch titles have ever been conſidered as indefeaſable, and as 
111608 memorials and records of former greatneſs, and not as pretenfions to pre- 
„ - ſent power; and I quoted the titles of the Kings of Sardinia and Naples, 
. as examples exactly in point. I argued however in vain. They 
treated it very gravely, and made fo ſtrong a ſtand upon it, that I could 
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not avoid taking it for reference, which I thoug*:t it better to do, than, 
feeling as I did at the moment, to puſh the converiauon farther, 

The ſecond inſulated point was a very material one indeed, and which, 
although it has been adverted to as a propoſal that might poſlibly be 
brought forward, I confeſs came upon me unexpectedly. —lt was, to aſk 
either a reltirution of the {hips taken and deitroyed at Toulon, or an 
equivalent for them. They grounded this claim on the preliminary decla- 
ration made by Lord Hood on his taking poſſeſſion of "Toulon; and on 
the eighth article of the declaration of the Committee of the Sections to 
him. "hey (aid, peace they hoped was about to be re-eitabliſhed; that 
His Majeſty, in acknowledging the Republic, admitted that a ſovereignty 
exiited in the French Government; and of courſe that the ſhips, held only 
as a depoit by England till this legal authority was admitted, ought now 
to be reſtored, 1 replied, that this claim was ſo perfectly unlooked for, 
that it was impoſlible for me to have been provided for it in my inſtruc- 
tions, and that | could therefore only convey my own p:ivate ſentiments 
on it, which were, that they could not have deviſed a ſtep more likely to 
defeat the great end of our miſſion.— One of the French Plenipatentiaries 
ſaid, that be fincerely hoped not; that without a reſtitution of the ſhips 
an equivalent might be found to effect the purpoſe defired, fince their 
great objet was, that ſomething ſhould appear to prove that this juſt de- 
mand had not been overlooked by them, and was not left unſatisfied by 
us. I told him fairly, I did not ſee where this equivalent was to be 
found, or how it could be appreciated; and that conſidetring the great 
advantages France had already obtained by the war, and thoſe ſhe was 
likely to obtain from the act of condeſcenſion I had already intimated 
His Majeity was diſpoſed to make in order to reſtore peace, ] was much 
ſurpriſed and deeply concerned at what I heard. I ruſted, therefore, 
that this very inadmiiſible propoſal would be withdrawn. They ſaid it 
was not in their power; one of them, from a written paper before him, 
which he ſaid were his inſtructions, read to me words to the effect J have 
already ſtated. * 

Their third queſtion was as to any mortgage we might have upon the 
Low Countries, in conſequenge, of money lent to the Emperor by Great 
Britain. —They wiſhed to know if any ſuch exiſted, fince, as they had 
taken the Low Countries charged with all their incumbrances, they were 
to declare that they ſhould not conſider themſelves bound to anfwer any 
mortgage given for money lent to the Emperor, for the purpoſe of car- 
rying on war againſt them, 

I told them that, without replying to this queſtion, ſuppoſing the caſe 
to exilt, the exception they required ſhould have been ſtated in their treaty 
with the Emperor, and could not at all be mixed up with ours; that if they 
had taken the Low Countries as they ſtood charged with a their incum- 
brances, there could be no doubt what theſe words meant; and that if no 
exception was ſtated in the ficſt inſtance, none could be made with a retro- 
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active effect. 


The French Plenipotentiaries, however, were as tenacious on this 
point as on the other two; and as I found to every argument I uſed that 
they conſtantly oppoſed their inſtructions, I had nothing to do, but to 
deſire that they would give me a written paper ſtating their three claims, 
in order that I might immediately tranſmit it to your Lordſhip, and on 
this being promiſed, our conference broke up. — 

Between four and five P. M. yeſterday I received the encloſed note (D), 
and I have loſt no time ſince it is in my poſſeſſion in preparing to ſend 
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away a meſſenger, as independent of the difagreeable ſubjects brought 
forward in this laſt conference, and which it is material ſhould be com- 
municated without delay, I am anxious His Majelty ſhould be informed 
of what has paſſed in general up to this day, as it may perhaps furnith 
ſome ideas as to the poſſible event of the negotiation. 


(No. 13. A.) 
Projet of a 'I reaty of Peace. 


Be it known to all thoſe whom it ſhall or may in any manner concern, 
The molt Serene and moſt Potent Prince George the Third, by che Grace 
of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Irclan!, Duke of Brunſwick 
and Lunenburgh, Arch "Treaſurer and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, 
and the Executive Directory of the French Republic, being equally de- 
firous to put an end to the war, which has for ſome time palt ſubſiſted 
between the deminions of the two parties, have named and conſtituted 
for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the coricluding and figning of the 
definitive treaty of 'peace; viz: the King of Great Britain, the Lord 
Baron of Malmeſbury, a Peer of the kingdom of Great Britain, Knight 
of the Moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, Privy Councillor to His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, and the Executive Directory of the French Republic, 

| | who, = having 
exchanged their reſpective full powers, have agreed upon the following 
articles : 

I. As ſoon as this treaty ſhall be figned and ratified, there ſhall be an 
univerſal and perpetual peace as well by fea as by land, and a fincere 
and conſtant friendſhip between the two contracting parties, and their 
dominions, and territories, and people, without exception of either places 
or perſons; ſo that the high contracting parties ſhall give the greateſt 
attention to the maintaining between themſelves and their ſaid dominions, 
territories, and people, this reciprocal friendſhip and intercourſe, without 
permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hoſtilities to be com- 
mitted either by fea or by land, for any cauſe, or under any pretence what- 
ſoerer. There ſhall be a general oblivion and amneſty of every thing 
which may have been done or committed by either party towards the other 
before or ſince the commencement of the war; and they ſhall carefully 
avoid for the future every thing which might prejudice the union happily 
re-eſtabliſhed, | 

Iinmediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, orders 
ſnall be ſent to the armies and ſquadrons of both parties to ſtop all hoſti- 
lities; and for the execution of this article, ſea paſſes ſhall be given on 
each fide to the ſhips diſpatched to carry the news of peace to the poſſeſ- 
ions of the two parties. 

II. The treaties of peace of Nimeguen of 1678 and 1679, of Ryſwick 
of 1697, and of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; that of the 
triple alliance of the Hague of 17:7; that of the quadruple alliance of 
London of 1718; the treaty of peace of Vienna of 1736; the definitive 
treaty of Aix la Chapelle of 1748; the definitive treaty of Paris of 1763; 
and that of Verſailles of 1783, ſerve as a baſis and foundation to the peace, 

and to the preſent treaty. And for this purpoſe they are all renewed and 
confirmed in the beſt form, ſo that they are to be exactly obſerved for the 
future in their full tenour, and religiouſly executed by both parties in all 
the points which ſhall not be derogated from by the preſent treaty of 
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III. All the priſoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by fea, 


and the hoſtages carried away or given during the war, ſhall be reftored, 


without ranſom, in fix weeks at lateſt, to be computed from the day of 
the exchange of the ratifications of the preſent treaty. Each party reſpec- 
tively diſcharging the advances which ſhall have been made for the ſub- 
ſiſtence and maintenance of their priſoners in the country where they ſhall 
have been detained, according to the receipts, atteſted accounts, and 
other authentic vouchers, which ſhall be furniſhed on each fide; and 
ſecurity ſhall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which the 
priſoners may have contracted in the countries where they may have been 
detained, until their entire releaſe. 

IV. With reſpect to the rights of fiſhery on the coaſts of the iſland of 
Newfoundlana, and the iflands adjacent, and in the Gulf of Saint Law- 
rence, the two parties ſhall return to the ſame fituation in which they 
ſtood reſpectively, according to the treaties and engagements ſubſiſting 


at the period of the commencement of the war. And with this view, His 


Majeſty conſents to reſtore to France, in full right, the iſlands of Saint 
Pierre and Miquelon. 

V. The ſame principle of the ſtate of poſſeſſion before the war, is 
adopted by mutual conſent, with reſpect to all other poſſeſſions and rights 
on both ſides, in every part of the world, fave only the exceptions which 
are ſtipulated by the ſubſequent articles of this treaty, and to this intent, 
all poſſeſſions or territories which have or may have been conquered by one 
of the parties from the other (and not ſpecially excepted in this treaty), 
ſhall be reftored to the party to whom they belonged at the commencement 
of the preſent war, 

VI. From this principle of mutual reſtitution, the two parties have 
agreed to except 
which ſhall remain to His Britannic Majeſty in full ſovereignty. 

VII. In all the caſes of reftitution provided by the preſent treaty, the 
fortreſſes ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition in which they now are, and 
no injury ſhall be done to any works that have been conſtructed fince the 
conqueſt of them. 

VIII. It is alſo agreed, that in every caſe of reſtitution or ceſſion pro- 
vided by any of the articles of this rreaty, the term of three years from 
the date of the notification of the treaty, in the reſpective territory or place 
reſtored or ceded, ſhall be allowed to perſons of whatever — 
reſiding or being in the ſaid territory or place, poſſeſſed of property therein 
under any title exiſting before the war, or which has fince devolved to 
them by the laws then exiſting; during which term of three years they 
ſhall remain and reſide unmoleſted in the exerciſe of their religion, and in 
the enjoyment of their poſſeſſions and effects, upon the conditions and 
titles under which they &; acquired the ſame, without being liable in any 
manner, or under any pretence, to be proſecuted or ſued for their paſt 
conduct, except as to the diſcharge of juſt debts to individuals; and that 
all thoſe who, within the time of months after the notification of 
this treaty, ſhall declare to the government, then eſtabliſhed, their inten- 
tion to withdraw themſelves, or their effects, and to remove to ſome 
other place, ſhall have and obtain within one month after ſuch declara- 
tion full liberty to depart and to remove their effects, or to ſell and diſpoſe 
of the ſame, whether moveable or immoveable, at any time within the 
ſaid period of three years, without any reſtraint or hindrance, except on 
account of debts at any time contracted, or of any criminal proſecution 
for acts done ſubſequent to the notification of this treaty. | 
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IX. As it is neceſſary to appoint a certain period for the reſtitutions 
herein - before ſtipulated, it is agreed, that the ſame ſhall take place in 
Europe within (one menth), in Atrica and America within (three months), 
and in Aſia within (fix months), after the ratificatiun of the preſent 
treaty. | 

X. For preventing the revival of the law ſuits which have been ended 
in the territories to be reſtored by virtue of this treaty, it it agreed, that 
the judgeincats in private cauſes pronounced in the latt reſort, and which 
have acquired the force of matters determined, ſhall be confirmed and 
executed according to their form and tenour. 

XI. The decifion of the prizes and ſeizures of ſhips and their cargoes 


[Commone, 


taken at fea or ſeized in the ports of either country, prior to the holtili- 


ties, ſhall be referred to the reſpective courts of juſtice; ſo that the legality 
of the ſaid prizes and ſeizures ſhall be decided according to the law of 
nations, and to treaties, in the courts of juſtice of the vation which have 
made the capture, or ordered the ſeizures. And in order to prevent all 
cauſes of complaint and diſpute which may ariſe on account of prizes 
which may be made at ſea after the ſigning of this treaty, it is reciprocaliy 
agreed that the vellels and effects which may be taken in the Britith Chan- 
nel and in the North Seas, after the ſpace of twelve days, to be compurci 
from the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, ſhall be reſtored on 
each fide: — That the term all be one month from the Britiſh Channel 
and the North Seas, as far as the Canary Iſlands, incluſively, whether in 
the ocean, or in the Miditerranean:— Iwo months from the ſaid Canary 
Iſlands as far as the equinoctial line or equator: Three months from the 
equator to any part to the weſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, and tlc 
eaſtward of Cape Horn:—And laſtly, five months in all other parts of the 
world, without any exception or any more particular deſcription of time 


or place. 

— The allies of the two parties, that is to ſay, Ter Moſt Faithſul 
Majeſty as ally of His Britannic Majeſty, and His Catholic Majeſty and 
the Batavian Republic as allies of the French Republic, thall be invited 


by the two contracting parties to accede to this peace on the terms and 


conditions ſpecified in the three following articles; the execution of which 
the ſaid two contracting parties reciprocally guarantee to each other, being 
thereto reſpectively authorized by their above-mentioned allies := And the 
two contracting parties farther agree, that if their allies reſpectivley ſhall 
not have ſo acceded within the ſpace of two months after the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty, the party ſo refuſing to accede, ſhall not 


receive from its ally any aid or ſuccour of any nature during the farther 
continuance of the war. '\ 


XIII. His Britannic Majeſty en to conclude a definitive peace. 


with His Catholic Majeſty on the footing of the ſtate of poſſeſlion before 
the war, with the exception of 


which ſhall remain in full ſovereignty to His Britannic Majeſty. 

XIV. His Britannic Majeſty in like manner engages to conclude a de- 
finitive peace with the Batavian Republic on the ſame footing of the ſtate 
of poſſeſſion before the war, with the exception of which 
ſhall remain to His Britannic Majeſty in full tovereignty, and of 
which ſhall be ceded to His Majeſty in exchange for | 

In conſideration of theſe reſtitutions, to be hereby made by his Bri- 


tannic Majeſty, all property belonging to the Prince of Orange, in the 
month of December 1794, and which has been ſeized and confiſcated 
' Gince that period, ſhall be reſtored to him, or a full equivalent in money 
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given him for the ſame. And the French Republic farther engages to 


procure for him, at the general peace, an adequate compenſation for the 
loſs of his offices and dignities in the United Provinces; and the perſons 
who have been impriſoned or baniſhed, or whoſe property has been ſequeſ- 
tered or conſiſcaten in the ſaid Kepublic, on account of their attachment 
to the intereſts of the Houſe of Orange, or to the former Government of 
the United Provinces, ſhall be releaſed, and ſhall be at liberty to return 
to their country, and to reſide therein, and to enjoy their property there, 
conforming them{elyes to the laws and conſticutlon there eſtabliſhed. 

XV. The French Republic engages to conclude a definitive peace with 
her Moſt Faithful Majeity on the ſame footing of the ſtate of poſſeſſion 
before the war, and without any farther demaad or burthenſome condi- 
tion being made on either tide, | 

XVI. All the ſtipulations contained in this treaty, reſpecting the time 
and manner of making the reſtitutions therein mentioned, and all the 
privileges thereby reſerved to the inhabitants or proprietors in the iſlands 
or territories reſtored or ceded, ſhall apply in like manner to the reſtitu- 
tions to be made by virtue of any of the three laſt articles, viz. the XIIIth, 
the XIVth, and X Vth, except in thoſe inſtances where the ſame may be 
derogated from by the mutual conſent of the parties concerned, 

XVII. All former treaties of peace between the reſpective parties, to 
whom the ſaid three articles relate, and which tub3fed and were in force 
at the eommencement of hoſtilities between them reſpectively, ſhall be re- 
newed, except in ſuch inſtances only where the ſame may be derogated 
from by mutual conſent; and the articles of this treaty for the reſtoration 
of priſoners, the ceſſation of hoſtilitizs, and the deciſion relative to pri- 
zes and ſeizures, ſhall equally apply to the reſpective parties to whom the 
ſaid three articles relate, and ſnall be held to be in full force between them, 
as ſoon as they ſhall reſpectively and in due form have acceded to tbis 
treaty. 

XVIII. All ſequeſtrations impoſed by any of the parties named in this 
treaty, on the rights, properties, or debts of individuals belonging to 
any other of the ſaid parties, ſhall be taken off, and the property of what- 
ever kind ſhall be reſtored in the fulleſt manner to the lawtul owner; or 
juſt compenſation be made for it: and all complaints of injury done to 
private property, contrary to the uſual practice and rules of war, and all 
claims of private rights or property which belonged to individuals at the 
periods of the commencement of hoſtilities reſpectively, between the ſaid 
parties, viz, Great Britain and Portugal on the one fide, and France, 
Spain, and Holland on the other; and which ought, according to the 
ulual practice and laws of nations, to revive at the period of peace, ſhaw 
be received, heard, and decided in the reſpective courts of juſtice of the 


different parties; and full juſtice therein ſhall be done by each of the ſaid 


parties to the ſubjects and people of the other, in the ſame manner as to 
their own ſubjects or people. | | 

And if any complaint ſhould ariſe reſpecting the execution of this ar- 
ticle, which complaints ſhali not be ſettled by mutual agreement between 
the reſpective Governments within twelve months after the ſame ſhall have 
been preferred to them, the ſame ſhall be determined by ſworn Commiſ- 
ſioners to be appointed on each fide, with power to call in an arbitrator of 
any indifferent nation; and the deciſion of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 
be binding, and without appeal. 


XIX. His Britannic Majeſty and the French Republic promiſe to ob- 


ſerue ſincerely, and bona fide, all the articles contained and 
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in the preſent treaty; and they will not ſuffer the ſame to be infringed, 
directly or indirectly, by their reſpective ſubjects; and the ſaid contraR- 
ing parties guarantee to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the ſti- 
pulations of the preſent treaty. 

XX. The ſolema ratifications of the preſent treaty, prepared in good 
and due form, ſhall be exchanged in between thc con- 
tracting parties, in the ſpace of a month, or ſooner if poſſible, to be 
compured from the day of the ſignature of the preſent treaty, 

In witneſs whereof, &c. &c. 


(No. 14. B.) 
Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipotentiaries, 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty has the honour 
of preſenting to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, in 
conſequence of the wiſh expreſſed by them in the conference of this morn- 
ing, the following note, which he requeſts them at the ſame time to con- 
ſider, not ſo much in the light of an official paper as of a verbal and con- 
fidential communication, and as a proof of 2 readineſs to facilitate the 
progreſs of the negotiation, by giving them, on the very outſet, all 
the explanations in his power on the projet of the treaty which he has de- 
livered to them. 

If, as the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have aſſu- 
red him, it is contrary to their moſt poſitive inſtructions to enter into any 
diſcuſſion relative to the ceſſion of thoſe poſieflions which belonged to 
France before the war, it is uſeleſs to dwell on the VIth article; ſince the 
compenſations which His Britannic Majeſty might have demanded by that 
article, in return for the reſtitutions which he is diſpoſed to make for the 
re-eſtabliſhment of peace, muit, in conſcquence of this declaration, be 
ſought for in the ceſſions to be made by His Catholic Majeſty, and the 
Batavian Republic, : 

Lord Malmeſbury therefore propoſes to infert in the thirteenth article, 
after the words ffatut ante bellum, the following words: * With the excep- 
tion of the iſland of Trinidad, which ſhall remain in full poſſeſſion to 
& His Britannic Majeſty.” 

Lord Malmeſbury imagines that it is unneceſſary for him to repeat the 
reaſons which induce him to infiſt upon the retaining of this conqueſt, 
unleſs compenſation ſhould be made for it by ſome other ceſſion which 
ſhall balance the augmentation of power accruing to France, ſrom the ace 
quiſition of the Spaniſh part of St. Domingo. 

With regard to the {fourteenth article, Lord Malmeſbury propoſes, that 
after the words ſatus ante bellum, ſhould be added, With the exception 
«« of the town, fort, and eftabliſhment of the Cape of Good Hope, and 
© of the poſſeſſions which belonged to the Dutch before the war in the 
te iſland of Ceylon, and of the town and fort of Cochin, which ſhall be 
* ceded to His Britannic Majeſty in exchange for the town of Negapat- 
% nam and its dependencies.” 

Lord Malmeſbury repeats to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic the aſſurance of his readineſs to concur with them, in every 
thing which ſhall depend on him, to bring the negotiatton to a happy 
iſſue; and requeſts of them, at the fame time, to accept the aſſurances 
of his high conſideration. | 


Liſle, July 8, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURY, 
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(No. 15. C.) 
Note. From the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmeſbury, 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received 
the note which the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty did 
them the honour of addrefling to them yeſterday. They will give to it, 
as well as to the project of a treaty to which it relates, the moſt ſerious 
attention, In the mean time, though they are not yet enabled to com- 
municate to Lord Malmeſbury the remarks to which thefe two papers ap- 
pear to them liable, they think it their duty to propoſe to him a conference 
to-morrow, at one e'clock, if that hour is agreeable to him, in order to 
treat wich him on diſtinct points, the diſcuſſion of which may be entered 


. upon ſeparately, and which may be procecded in with ut delay. 
: They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 
: eonſideration. 
0 (Signed) LE TOURNEUR, 
Liſle, 21 Meſſidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
1 th Year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MAET. 
5 July gth, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 


(No. 16. D.) 


y Note. From the French Plenipotentiarics to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
0 Liſle, 

e The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic loſe no time in 
t complyiag with the with expreſſed to them by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
0 of His Bruannic Majeſty, by tranſmitting to him a note on the three 
0 points which were the ſubject of their conference of this day. 


. They have poſitive orders to require the renunciation of the title of 
King of France borne by His Britannic Majeſty. 


r c Bru >... 3 . — * 


7 Lord Malmeſbury is requeſted to obſerve that the queſtion is not only of 
* a renunciation of the rights which might be pretended to be derived from 
0 this title, but farth=r and formally of the title itſelt. The eſtabliſnment 
of the French Republic, and the acknowledgement of this form of Go- 
e vernment by the King of England, will not allow of his retaining a 
t, tule which would imply the exiſtence in France of an order of things 
h which is at an end, 
_ 2. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic are ordered to demand 
the reſtitution of the veſſels taken or deſtroyed at Toulon. 
at Great Britain has publicly and formally declared that theſe veſſels were 
n taken in truſt for the King of France. I his truſt is ſacred. It inconteſ- 
d tably belongs to the Kepublic, which exerciſes the rights and the ſovereignty 
ie that Great Britain attributed to Louis XVII. at the period of the capture 
de of Toulon. His Britannic Majeſty cannot, therefore, in acknowledging 
t- the French Republic deny its right to the reſtitution required, or refuſe 
either to make the reſtitution, or to offer an equivalent for it. 
ch 3. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary have orders to demand, and do de- 
ry mand, the renunciation, on the part of His Britannic Majeſty, of the 
Dy mortgage on Belgium. 
cs That country was mortgaged for the loans made by the Emperor in | 
| England. It has become an integral part of the French Republic, and 
5 cannot remain burthened with ſuch a mortgage. | 
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The Min ſtets Plenipoten-iary of th French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aff .rauce oi t eir high confideration. | 
(Signed) LE TOURKNEUR. a 
Liſle, le 22 Meiſidor. FLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
sth year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MAKET. | 
July 10, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of Leg. 6 
| (No. 7.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated x 
Downing-ſtreet, July 13, 1797. 
With reſpeR to the demands contained in the note-tranſmitted to vour | 
Lordſhip by the French Miniſters, they have been naturally received here | 
| with great ſurpriſe, On the ſuhject of the Netherlands as connected 
| with the Auſtrian loans, it is conceived that any explanation between His 
| Majeity and the French Government is wholly unneceſſary. The loans 
| raiſed in England for the ſervice of the Emperor of Germany, and gua- 
| ranteed by act of Parliament here, reſt, as your Lordſhip will perceive, , 
| by the annexed capy of the Convention on that ſubject, upon the ſceurity 
of all the revenues of ail the hereditary dominions of His Imperial Ma- : 
| jeſty. They do not ieem in any manner to come under the deſcription 
| contained in the fixth article of the preliminaries between Auſtria and g 
| France, reſpecting mortgages upon the ſoil of the Netherlands, on which - 
| ground alone France could have any pretence to interfere in the buſineſs. 
Nor is this ſubject one which appears to be in any manner a fit point of 
| diſcuſſion between His Majeſty and the Republic; the King neither forms 
| nor has any intention of forming any demand on the French Government 
| for the payment of any part either of the intereſt or capital of thoſe loans. - 
| It is to the Emperor alone that His Majeſty looks for the performance of X 
| His Imperial Majeſty's engagemeats to him, and it is upon the Auſtrian ' 
; Governinent, and upon its revenues, that individuals concerned in thoſe : 
ö loans have claims of private right, and means of perſonal demand ſecured 
| to them by the Convention, x 
On the other two points I have nothing to add to the * : 
| which your Lordſhip has already made upon them: and we ca therefore 0 
| only wait with impatience for the anſwer to the projet deiivercd by your tl 
| Lordſhip, which will enable us to form a judgement on the intentions of 
| the Government with whom we are treating. C, 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 6 
(No. 18.) 5 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, 16th July, 1797. | v 
It was at the expreſs invitation of the French Plenipotentiaries that I al 
| met them on Thurſday the 13th inſtant; ont of them ſtated their motive P 
for wiſhing to confer with me, not to be in conſequence of any anſwer = 
they had received from Paris on the ſubject of the projet, which he ob- 5 
ſerved could not be expected ſo ſoon, but to reſume the diſcuſſion on de 
the article which he had objected to on my firſt reading the projet, and on en 
which they conceived it was poſſible and even expedient to argue before th 
we entered on the more important branches of the negotiation. It was * 
article II. that he referred to. He objected to the renewal of the treaties Pe 
therein mentioned from various reaſons; firſt, That many and even moſt * 
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of them were irrelavent to that we were now negotiating ; ſecondly, That 
they were 1n contradiftion to the new order of things eſtabliſhed in France, 
az they ſcem to imply an acknowledgement that a portion of the regal au- 
thority is {till exiſting ; thirdly, "That they might be ſuppoſed to apply to 
conventions and ſtipulations, in direct contradiction to their preſent form 
of Government, and he quoted the Convention of Filnuz in particular. 
J was about to reply to him, and I truſt in a way that would have done 
away his apprehenfions on this point, when another of them interpoſed by 
ſaying, that their fincere and only defire was that the treaty we were now 
entering upon might be ſo framed, as to ſecure permanently the obje& 
for which it was intended; that no article likely to produce this end 
might be omitied, nor any doubtful one inſerted ; but that the whole, 
as well with regard to the paſt as to the future, might be ſo clearly and 
diſtinctly expteſſed, that no room for cavil might be left. This he aſſu- 


red me, in the name of his colleagues, was all that was meant by their 


objection to renew ſo many treaties, in which ſuch various intereſts were 


blended, and ſo many points diſcuſſed foreign to the preſent moment, 
Their renewing them in a lump, and without examining carefully to what 
we were pledged by them, might involve us in difficulties much better 
to be avoided, I replied, that I admitted moſt certainly all he ſaid, and 
that it was with this view and on this principle ſolely that the renewal of 
theſe treaties was propoſed by His Majeſty ; and that if he recollected 
(as he undoubtedly did) the different wars which were terminated by 
theſe treaties, and the many important regulations ſtipulated by them, he 
would admit that the allowing them to remain in their full force was 
ſimply an acknowledgement of the tenure by which almoſt all the Sove- 
reigns of Europe, and particularly the French Republic, held their do- 
minions up to this day, That theſe treaties were become the law of na- 
tions, and that infinite confuſion would reſult from their not being re- 
newed, 

He replied, that our object was evidently the ſame, that we only diffe- 
red as to the manner. I thought the renewing theſe treaties i» 1979 would 
the beſt contribute to it; while they were inclined to think, that extra. 
ing from them every thing which immediately related to the intereſts of 
the two countries, and ſtating it in one article, was more likely to attaia 
this deſirable object. The French Mini/er again repeated, that their firſt 
wiſh was, that the treaty we were now making ſhould he har, diſtinct, 
ſolid, and laſting, and ſuch a one as could not, at any future period, be 
broken through without a manifeſt violation of good faith, And I again 
repeated, that nothing could be fo conſonant to my orders, or the inten- 
tions of my royal maſter, 

One of the French Pleni botenbiariss was diſpoſed to dwell on his objecti ns, 
which were, that theſe treaties were figned when France was 2 monarchy, 
and that any retroſpect to thoſe times implied a fort f cenſure on their 
preſent form of Government; but this was arguing on ſuch weak ground, 
and ſo incapable of beiog ſeriouſly maintained. that I, to avoid ſuperflu- 
ous contradiction, was very willing to let it paſs unnoticed, After a good 
deal of very conciliatory, and even amicable diſcuſſion, in which, how- 
ever, neither party gave much way to the other, it was propoſed by them 
that we ſhould return home, to meet again as ſoon as was convenient after 
an attentive and deliberate peruſal of theſe treaties, in order to ſtate reſ- 
pectively our ideas on this ſubject. I obſerved, that although I was per- 
fectly prepared to do it at the moment, and felt almoſt hold enough to 
affirm, that no meaſure could be deviſed which would ſo completely meet 
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our intentions as an unreſerved renewal of the treaties they heſitated about, 
yet I was very willing to acquieſce in their propoſal, with this ſimple ob- 
ſervation, that if any delay aroſe from it, ſuch delay was imputable to 
them and not to me. My words were, * Je ne me rends pas reſponſable 
des Longueurs dans leſquelles cette diſcuſſion pourrait nous entrainer.“ 
The French Mrvijter's antwer was, (“di des longueurs ſervent a determiner 
des objets qui pour raient donner lieu à des querelles à l'avenir, ce ſera du 
„ tems bien employe.” It was not my with to conteſt this aſſertion, and 
our conterence ended with it. s 


(No. 19.) 
Extract of 2 Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
| Liſle, July 16, 1797. 
My Lord, 

Venerday at the moment I was preparing to attend the conference, in 
which we were to enter into fuller diſcuſſions on the litigated ſubject of 
the renewal of the treaties mentioned in the ſecond article of the projet, 
I received from the French Legation the encloſed paper (A). In about 
an hour I returned the encloſed anſwer (B), to which I received the en- 
cloſed reply (C); and I am this moment come from the conference which 
has taken, place in conſequence of it. | - 

began by ſaying, that I had ſolicited this interview from the ſame 
motive which would actuate every part of my conduct; that I wiſhed to 
make my reports not only correct but conctliatory as far as depended on 
me, and | now was come, in order, if poflible, to obtain from them ſuch 
comments and explanations on the note they ſent to me yeſterday, as would 
enable me, when ] tranſmitted it to my Court, to ſecure the negotiation 
from being interrupted, perhaps abruptly terminated, by the peraſal of it. 
If I underitood it right, it meant that the Directory requires as 4 ine qua non 
Preliminary, that every thing the King has conquered from all and each of 
his enemies ſn ul] be reſtored, and that till this reſtoration was conſented 
to the negotiation was not even to begin. I ſaid, if I was correct in this 
ſtatement, and the plain ſ-of> of the d-claration would bear no other in- 
terpretation, [| mutt add that it would not only moſt certainly prevent the 
treaty irom beginning, but would l-ave no room for treating at all, ſince 
it deprived Ulis Majeſty of every means of negotiati n; for] coul! not 
ſuppoſe that it was in their thoughts to intimate that the principle of the 
treaty, as far as it related to H1s Majeſty, was to be one ef all ceſſion 
and no compenfation, and yet that was preciſely the poſition in which His 
Majeſty was placed by their note. 

One of the French FPlenipatentiaries, who had let me proceed rather re- 
luctantly, here ſtopt me, and ſaid, that he and his coll-agues were exceed- 
ingly happy that I had expreſſed a wiſh to fee them b-fore I diſpatched 
my meſſenger; that they wiſhed to aſſure me that they had thought it 
dealing fairly and honourably to ſtare what they had rec ived from the 
Directory in the very words in which it came to them: that they ſhould 
be ſorry if the declaration they had been directed to make me, ſhould be 
of a nature to interrupt, much leſs to break off, the negotiation: that it 
was the ſincere wiſh of the Directory that the negotiation ſhould proceed 
and end ſucceſsfully ; and that, far from ſhutting the door to farther diſ- 
cuſſions, they were perfectly ready to hear any propoſals we had to make, 
and only wiſhed that theſe propoſals ſhould be, if poflivle, ſuch as were 
compatible with their moſt ſacred engagements. I rep:ated what I had 


ſaid, that no. door was left open if His Majeſty was in /imine to reſtore | 


* 
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every thing; and that a peace on theſe conditions would not be heard of 
by the country. I obſerved, that immediately on leaving them, I ſhould 
diſpatch a meſſenger ; but what that meſſenger carried would moſt mate- 
rially affect the progreſs and iſſue of the negotiation; I therefore deſired 
to know whether, in conſequence of what I had heard from them, I might 
conſider the ſtrict and literal meaning of the declaration not to be a de- 
cided negative (which it certainly ſeemed to imply) on all compenſation 
whatever to be made to His Majeſty, but that propoſals tending to this 
effect would fill be liſtened to. Ore of them anſwered, . Certainly, and 
jf they ſhould be found ſuch as it will be impoſſible for us to admit, 
« we will on our {ide bring forward others for your Court to deliberate 
*« on.” Under this aſſurance, which at leaſt, to a certain degree, quali- 
fes the declaration of yeſterday, I broke up the conference, 


(No. 20. A.) 
Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmeſbury. 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have tranſmitted 
to their Government the project of the treaty, and che note relating there- 
to, which were delivered to them the 2oth of the preſent month, by the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty. 

They have juſt received freſn communications and orders which require 
that they ſhould make the following declaration to Lord Malmeſbury, 

There exiſt in the public and ſecret treaties, by which the French 
Republic is bound to its allies, Spain and the Batavian Republic, articles 
by which the three powers reſpectively guarantee the territories poſſeſſed 
by each of them before the war, 

The French Government, unable to detach itſelf from the engagements 
which it has contracted by theſe treaties, eſtabliſhes, as an indiſpenſable 
preliminary of the negotiation for the peace with England, the conſent 
of His Britannic Majeſty to the reftitution of all the poſſeſſions which he 
occupies, not only from the French Republic, - but farther and formally 
of thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republic. 

In conſequence, the underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary requeſt Lord 

Malmeſbury to explain himſelf with regard to this reftitution, and to 
conſent to it, if he is ſufficiently authorized to do fo; if not, and in the 
contrary caſe, to ſend a meſſenger to his Court, in order to procure the 
neceſſary powers. 
Ihe object of the conference which was to have taken place to-day 
being neceſſarily delayed by the purport of the above-mentioned declara- 
tion, the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic have to expreſs to 
Lord Malmeſbury the regret that they feel in lofing this opportunity of 
converſing together, which they had themſelves ſolicited :—but in caſe 
Lord Malmeſbury ſhould have any communication to make to them, they 
beg him to helieve that they will always be happy to receive him, and 
to liſten to him, whenever he may think it proper. 


They requeſt him, at the ſame time, to accept anew the aſſurances of 
their high conſideration, 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
Liſle, 25 Meſſidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
5th year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MAKET, 
July 15, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 


1 n rr 


15 
wy 
5 
kd 
* 
"1 
| 
» 
| 
; 
5 
i 


DS 
e * — - 


Fae erent 4 


* — 
— —g——ͤ I —=ͥ1; —— 2 — 


— — - 


—— 


— — — — 2x — — 12 - 


48 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons. 


(No. 21. B.) 
Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic. Majeſty has given the 
moſt ſerious attention to the note dated this morning, which he has re- 
ceived from the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 

He has no heũtation in declaring to them, that his inftructi.ns by no 
means authorize him to admit, as a preliminary principle, that which 
their declaration ſeems intended to eſtabliſh; neverthcleſs, being perſuaded 
that it is his firſt duty not to give up the hopes of conciliation until he 
ſhall have exhauſted every means of obtaining it, and being anxious to 
avoid, in the report which he ſtall! have to make to his Court, the poſ- 


- ſibility of miſunderſtanding on a ſubject of ſuch importance, he propo- 


ſes to them a conference for to-morrow, at the hour moſt convenient to 
them, after which it is his intention to diſpatch a meſſenger to his Court. 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to 
accept the aſſurance of his high conſideration. 


Liſle, 15th July, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


(No. 22. C.) 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic loſe no time in 
acceding to the defire expreiſed by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannic Majeſty, of conferring with them on the ſubject of the note 
which they addreſſed to him this day. 

They have in conſequence the honour of propoſing to him to meet 
$0-morrow morning at 11 o'clock, at the uſual place of conference. 

They requeſt him to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 

(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 

Liſle, the 27th Meiidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 

5th Year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MARET. 

one and indiviſible, COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 

July 15, 1797. 
(No. 23.) 
Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
Downing-itreet, July 20, 1797. 

My Lord, : 

Your Lordſhip's difpatches by the meſſenger Dreflins, were received 
here on the 17th inftant, at night, and I loſt no time in receiving His 


- Majeſty's commands-on the very important ſubject of your letter, No. . 


I am much concerned to be under the neceſſity of remarking that the 
claim brought forward in the note tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by the 
French Plenipotentiaries, is in itſelf fo extravagant, and ſo little to be re- 
conciled either with the former profeſſions of thoſe Miniſters, or with 
their conduct in the previous ſtages of the negotiation, that it affords 
the ſtrongeſt preſumption of a determination to preclude all means of 
accommodation. If ſuch is really the determination of the DireQory, 
nothing can remain for this country, but to perſevere in oppoſing, with 


an energy and fpirit proportioned to the exigency, a ſyſtem which muſt 


tend to perpetuate a ſtate of war and civil tumult in every part of Europe. 

The natural ſtep upon the preſent occafion would therefore have been 
to direct your Lordſhip to terminate at once a negotiation, which, on the 
footing now propoſed by the enemy, affords neither the hope nor the 
means of any favourable concluſion. Nothing being left for treaty, 
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where, as a preliminary ſtep, one party is required to concede every thing. 
and all compenſation trom the other is abſolutely and at once precluded. 
His Majeſty's ſervants have, however, obſerved that in the concluſion of 
your Lordſhip's conference with the French Henipotentiaries on the ſub- 
ze& of the note in queſtion, the preſident of that miſſion informed your 
Lordſhip, that it was not intended to reſiſt all compenſation for the im- 
menſe extent of reſtitution demanded from His Majeſty, and for the other 
obvious circumſtances of diſadvantage to this country in the fituation of 
Europe, as reſulting from the war; and even added, that he and his-col- 
leagues would eventually bring forward prepoſals on this head for the 
deliberation of the King's Government. It appeared poſſible that ſome 
advantage might perhaps ariſe to the great object of peace, from ground- 
ing on this declaration a farther proceeding, ſuch as might afford to the 
Directory (if they are ſo diſpoſed) the means of replacing the negotiation 
on a more practicable footing. With the view, therefore, of leaving 
nothing untried which can contribute to reſtore peace on any ſuitable 
terms, His Majeſty has been pleaſed to direct that your Lordſhip ſhould 
for that purpoſe aſk another conference with the French Plenipotentiaties. 
In this conference your Lordſhip will remark in ſuch terms as the occaſion 
mult naturally ſuggeſt to you upon the indefenſible ſpirit and tendency of 
the demand now made by France, You will obſerve that France, treat- 
ing in conjunction with her allies, and in their name, cannot with any 
pretence of juſtice and fairneſs, oppoſe her treaties with them as an ob- 
ſtacle in the way of any reaſonable propoſal of peace in which they are 
to be included. In a ſeparate negotiation, to which they were not par- 
ties, ſuch a plea, might perhaps, have been urged ; but in that caſe France 
would have been bound to offer from her own means, that compenſation 
which ſhe did not think herſelf at liberty to engage to obtain from her 
allies. And ſuch was, in fact, as your Lordſhip muit remember, the 
principle on which His Majeſty offered to treat laſt year, when he was 
really bound, by KN os to Auitria, fimilar to thoſe which are now 
alledged by France. But it never can be allowed that France, Spain, and 
Holland, negotiating jointly for a peace with Great Britain, can ſet up, 
as a bar to our juſt demands, the treaties between themſelves, from which 
they are at once able to releaſe each other whenever they think fit. 
You will farther remark, that even if, contrary to all reaſon, ſuch a 
principle, could for a moment have been admitted on our part, ſtill even 
that principle, inadmiſſible as it is, could only apply to public treaties, 
known to thoſe who agreed to be governed by them, and not to ſecret ar- 
ticles, unknown even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or concealed by one 
of them from the knowledge of the others. 3 ) 
You will add in explicit, though not offenſive terms, that the whole of 
this pretence now ſet up by France is inconteſtably frivolous and illuſory ; 
being grounded on a ſuppoſition of a ſtate of things directly contrary to 
that which is known really to exiſt. It being perfectly notorious that both 
Spain and Holland, ſo far from wiſhing to continue the war, were com- 
pelled by France to engage in it, ES againſt their own wiſhes; and to 
undertake, without the means of ſupporting iz, a conteſt in which they 
had nothing to gain, and every thing to loſe. It never therefore can be 
allowed to be a queſtion of any poſſible doubt, but that the Directory, if 
they really wiſh it, muſt already have obtained, or could at any moment ob- 
tain, the conſent of thoſe powers to ſuch terms of peace as have been propo- 
ſed by His Majeſty. If, however, France, from any motive of intereſt o 
RT = is in truth defixous = procure for them the reſtitution # 
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_ poſſeſſions which they were unable to defend, and have no means to re- 

conquer, the project delivered by your Lordſhip afforded an opening for 

this; thoſe articles having been ſo drawn as to leave it to France to provide 

a compenſation to His Majeſty, either out of her own colonies, or out of 

thoſe of her allies, reſpectively conquered by His Majeſty's arms. The 

choice between theſe alternatives may be left to the Directory; but to /re- 

fuſe both, is in other words, to refuſe all compenſation, This is ngver- 

theleſs expreſsly declared not to be the intention of thoſe with — you 

treat. It is therefore neceſſary that your Lordſhip ſhould demand from 

them a ſtatement of the propoſals which, as they informed you, they have 

to make, in order to do away this apparent contradiction, which the 

King's ſervants are wholly unable to reconcile by any ſuggeſtion of theirs, 

| even if it were fitting and reaſonable for them to bring torward any new 

| propoſals immediately after the detailed projet which was delivered on 
the part of this country at the outſet of the negotiation. 

Since that project is not acecded to, we have evidently, and on every 

ground, a right to expect a counter project, equally full and explicit on 

the part of the enemy. You will therefore tate to the French Miniſters 

diſtinctly, that the only hope of bringing this buſineſs to a favourable 

concluſion, is by their ſtating at once plainly, and without reſerve, the 

whole of what they have to afk, inſtead of bringing forward ſeparate 

points one after the other, not only contrary to the avowed principle of the 

negotiation propoſed by themſelves, but, as it appears, even contrary to 

the expeRation of the Miniſters themſelves who are employed on the part 

of France, There can be no pretence for refuſing a compliance with this 

demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of France are diſpoſed to forward the 

| object of peace: and the obtaining ſuch a ſtatement from them is, as I 

| have before ſtated to your Lordſhip, a point of ſo much importance, in 

any courſe which this negotiation may take, that it is the King's pleaſure 

that your Lordſhip ſhould uſe every poſſible endeavour to prevent their 

eluding ſo juſt a demand. 

After what has paſſed, it is, I fear, very doubtful whether ſuch 2 
counter project would be framed on principles ſuch as could be admitted 
here; but it would at all events place the buſineſs on its real iſſue, and 
bring diſtinctly into queſtion the ſeveral points on which the concluſion of 
peace, or the prolongation of war, will really depend. 
1s | (Signed) GRENVILLE, 


(No. 24.) 


Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
WY, Downing-ſtreet, July 20, 1797. | 
My Lord, | 

There are two ſeparate points on which it is neceſſary for me to ſay afew 
words to your Lordſhip, in addition to the inſtructions in my other diſ- 
patch on t eral ſubject of the negotiation. | 

he firſt relates to the aſſertion of one of the French Minifters, that the 
Portugueſe ſhips and troops were at Toulon. The fact is very immate- 
rial as to any concluſion that could be drawn from it, to affect the ſitua- 
tion or juſt claims of the Court of Liſbon ; becauſe your Lordſhip well 
Knows, that it is a n univerſally recognized in the public of 
Europe, "that when one of the parties, in a defenſive alliance, furniſnes to 
| his Wy the ſtipulated ſuccours, thoſe ſuccours remain entirely at the diſ- 
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poſal of the requiring party to be employed wherever he ſhall judge proper, 
FabjeR only y 4 the — of — treaty which before exiſted; 1 if 
the amount of thoſe ſuccours is not increaſed beyond that engaged for, nor 
the means of ufing them extended by new facilities, the party furniſh- 
ing the ſtipulated aſſiſtance is not underſtood to violate the laws of neu- 
trality. | 

But the fact, in this caſe, would not bear out the aſſertion, even if the 
argument to be drawn from it were more concluſive. The troops of her 
oft Faithful Majefty having been, as I apprehend, no otherwiſe employed 
than in the two campaigns carried on by land, upon the ſouthern part of 
the frontiers of France and Spain. h 

The other point relates to what was ſaid to your Lordſhip about the 
treaty of Pilnitz. It would certainly not require much argument to prove 
that the renewal of ſeveral treaties enumerated by name and date, and the 
lateſt of which was concluded in 1783, does not imply a renewal of ano- 
ther treaty ſuppoſed to be concluded in 1791. But what is more mate- 
rial to the preſent caſe is, that your Lordſhip ſhould take this opportunity 
to explain, in the moſt diftin& and unequivocal terms, that if any ſecret 
treaty was, in fact, concluded at the interview at Pilnitz, between the late 
Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, (which is, to ſay the leaſt, very doubt- 
ful in point of fact), this, at leaſt, is certain, that His Majeſty was no party 
to ſuch treaty ; and not only was not then included in it, but has never 
ſince adhered to it, nor ever been apprized of its contents. The public 
declaration which was made at that interview, ſhews on the face of it that 
His Majeſty was no party to it; and it is, indeed, notorious that it ap- 
plied to circumftances which were done away long before the war broke 
out between Auſtria and France, and that the ſubſequent negotiations 
for the maintenance of peace between thoſe powers turned on points wholly 
diſtinct from thoſe ſuppoſed to have been referred to in the pretended 
treaty of Pilnitz. | a 

This explanation, however little connected with the preſent negotiation, 
ſeems to be called for by the alluſion made to you upon the ſubje& ; and, 
indeed, on a point on which ſo much miſrepreſentation has prevailed, 
it is uſeful not ro omit the opportunity of ftating the facts as really 

& 


are. | 1 am, &c. 
1 (Signed) GRENVILLE., 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. | 

f (No. 25.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated. 
Lille, 25th July, 1797. 

have the hononr to acknowledge your Lordſhip's Mipatchts, No. 1 
and 20, of the 2oth inſtant, which were delivered to me on Saturday th 
22d inſtant, by the meſſenger Major. blog | 1 aa weld 
It was impoſſible that the claim brought forward in the note inc 

in my No. g, could have produced on your Lordſhip's mind any impreſ 
fion different from that whi h you deſcribe; and I am happy to find, that 
the conduct I obſerved, when it. was firſt delivered to me, Was ſuch as put 


Ut in my power to execute with great conſiſtency the ſpirited inſtructious 

your Lordſhip now ſends me. : a . F 

Immediately on the arri val of he gs, I propoſed an interview 
42.2 | | 
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with, ——— ; and we met on Sunday the 23d; at 


I could not obey His Majeſty's orders in a manner more likely to com- 
mand attention, and to impreſs thoſe who heard me with a juſt ſenſe of 
the; mixture of firmneſs and moderation with which His, Majeſty. was 
pleaſed to conduct this important negoriation, than by employing not 
only the ſubſtance, but, as far as was practicable in converſation, the very 
words of your Lordſhip's diſpatch, No. 19; and if I ſhould attempt to 
relate minutely what 1 myſclt ſaid in this conference, it would, in fact, 
be little more than a repetition of them. x | 

I began by obſerving, that I was certain the French Plenipotentiaries 
muſt be fully prepared for what I now had it in command to ſay: I re- 
minded them, that I had taken upon me to affirm when we were laſt 
aſſembled, and immediately before I diſpatched my meſſenger, that the 
requiring ſuch a preliminary as that propoſed in the note, was putting an 
end at once to all negotiation, and. that [-was ſute peace on {ſuch terms 
would not be heard of; that the orders I was then about to communi- 
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to prevent the negotiation breaking off at all, or if this was not to be pre- 
vented, to endeavour to be ſo clear and explicit in my language, and to 
| draw the line fo diſtinctly between ſoch facrifices-as His Majeſty might 
1 de inclined to make in order to reſtore ſo great a bleſſing as peace, and 
{| thoſe to which the dignity of his crown, and intereſt of his ſubjects, 
would never allow him to attend, as to make it impoſſible that by any fu- 
| re cavil or ſubterfuge the interruption of the treaty, if unfortunately it 
| iti be interrupted, could be imputed to any other cauſe than the exor- 
bitant demands of the French Government; and the better to inſure this 

purpoſe, I _—_— to them that His Majeſty having already in a, derailed 
rojet ſtated 80 fully his conditions, and theſe conditions having | 
ten at once rejected by a ſweeping claim on the part of the Freneh Go- | 
[ vernment, it was not fitting not reaſonable, neither could it be expected | 
hat any new propoſals ſhould originate with His Majeſty ; and that on 
1 ry ground the Kin 


g had a right to expect a ap Ad oh from them, | 
ftatiriy at once plainly, arid without reſerve, the whole of what they bad 


to alte, Inftead of bringing forward ſeparate points, one after another, di- 


A * 


realy contraty to the principle on which we had agreed to begin the ne- ( 
gotiatron; and which; from their being inſulated, could only tend to pro- j 
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tract and impede its progreſs, | ap 
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On the firſt points on the inadmiſſibility of the preliminary conditions 
as propoſed by the French Government, one of the French Plenipotentiaries 
faid, it was impoſſible for them to do more than to take it for reference, 
that the inſtructions they had received when the Directory ſent them 
the note, were preciſe and poſitive; and that they had received none 
ſince. . He therefore, had on, that point ſimply to requeſt of me, that I 
would ſtate in writing the ſeveral grounds on which His Majeſty rejected 
this propoſition, in. order that the report tranſmitted by them to the 
Directory might be correct; and he affured me, that if I did not think 
it proper to put ia writing all the arguments I had uſed to them in the 
conference, they would have no fcruple of employing thoſe I omitted 
in ſuch a way as uus the beſt calculated to give them weight, and to uſe , 
the French DMinifter's own expreſſion, to place the negotiation once more 
nine: e d e ente mY e 

In regard to the fecond point, he had no heſitation in agreeing with 
me, that the heſt method, aud indeed the only one, which could acce- 
lerate the whole of the buſmeſs, was for them to give in a contre: projet, 
neither did he attempt to diſprove our perfect right to expect one from 
them before we made any new propoſals. But he ſaid, that it was not 
neceſſary for him t6'obſerve that as long as they were bound by their in- 
ſtructions not to give way on the propoſition I had now ſo decidedly 
rejected, that it was impoſſihle fot them to move a ſtep without new or- 
ders from the Directory; that they would aſk for theſe orders immedi- 
ately, and loſe no time in acquainting me when they were received. 

I obſerved, thai in our laſt conference he had intimated to me they 
were empowered to come to ſome explanation with me on the ſubje& of 
compenſation to be made to His Majeſty for the great ceſſions he was 
diſpoſed to make; that, at the time, I conceived theſe explanations 
were of a nature to qualify the wide claim ftated in the note, and that 
if 1 had abftained from preſſing him farther at the moment, it was from 

ceiving a reluctance on their part to bring them forward: — That, 

we ver, if they really had ſuch propoſals to make me, and if they were 
of a nature to meet in ſubſtance and effect the baſis laid down in the pro- 
jet I had given, I ſhould be well diſpoſed to liſten to them. | 

One of the French Miniſters, after ſome heſitation, and a ſort of ſilent 
reference to one of his colleagues, faid he thought as matters now ſtood, 
it would be much better to wait their anſwer Som Paris ;— That it was 
a very important period, a criſis in the negotiation, the reſult of which 
probably would be concluſive as to its fate, and that it ſeemed to be of 
more conſequence to make this refult as conformable to what he hoped 
I was convinced were as much their wiſhes as mine, than to waſte our 
time in diſcuſſions which were uſeleſs, not to ſay more, till this was af- 

I confined myſelf in my reply to ſaying, T had no objection whatever 
to giving to the French Plenipotentiaries- a paper, ſtating the ſtrong 
motives on which His Majeſty rejected the propoſition made in their | 
note of the 15th ;1.and that as I, on my part, had conſidered it a duty 
to make my reports as conciliatory as was conſiſtent with truth and cor-. 
rectneſa, ſo I heard with great pleaſure the aſſurances he gave me of | 
their intending to obſerve the ſame line ef conduct. 3% N 

That as we ſeemed perfectly agreed as to the propriety of their pro- 
ducing a contre- projet, I had nothing to ſay on that point, except to ex- 
preſs my moſt fincere-wiſh that it would ſoon appear, and when it did 
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appear, be ſuch a one as would lead to a ſpeedy and ſatisfactory con- 
_ clufion of the negotiation. | 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville, | 
(No. 26.) 


Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. 
The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty bas tranſwit- 
ted to his Court the note which was delivered to him the 15th of this 
month, by the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic; aud 
having received the orders of the King his maſter, on this ſubject, he 
baſtens to repeat to them, in writing, conformably to the deſire whick 
they have expreſſed to him, the following reſlections, which he had al- 
NZ, ſtated to them verbally, in conſequence of his moſt poſitive iu · 
Ions. xd; 

He obſerves, in the firſt place, that to require As an indiſpen- 
« {able preliminary of negotiation for peace with England, the — 
«« ſent of His Britannic Majeſty to the formal reſtitution of all the 
« poſſeſſions which he occupies, as well thoſe of the French Republic, 
4% as farther and formally thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republic,” 


is to. wiſh. to eſtabliſh a previous condition, which exchudes all reci- 


procity, refuſes to the King all compenſation, and leaves no object 


of ulterior negotiation, 


That the Freach Republic formally authorized by its allies to negoti- 
ate the articles of peace in their name, cannot ſet up its partial 
treaties with them, in oppolition to reaſonable p of peace, ſince 
ii 4s univerſally underſtood that the contracting parties always preſerve 
the power to modity, by mutual conſent, the conditions by which they 
may be engaged to each other, whenever their common intereſts may 
require it :—conſequently, the ſition made to the King of a gene- 
ral and gratuitous reſtitution as an mdiſpenſable preliminary, would ne- 


_ ceſſarily impute to his Catholic Majeity, and to the Batavian Republic, 
difpobitions far leſs pacific than thoſe which animate the French Re- 


public. 


" His. -anprrerer,_ in confoqumce of what. paſed in. the Gril conferen- 


ces, Lord Malmeſbury has always thought himſelf entitled to expect 
that the King his maſter would find a compenſation for the ſacrifices he 
was ready to make for peace, by retaining a part of his conqueſts ; and 
he was the leſs able to foreſee any obſtagie, on account of the ſecret 


articles of the treaties which bind the French republic, as the principle 
| of compenſation was acknowledged by a formal and poſitive declaration, 


made in the name of the Executive Di , and communicated in an 

official note, dated the 27th of November 1796; a declaration, poſterior 
to the completion of thoſe treaties. | 

It was, therefore, in order to remove, as much a T every dif- 

» which Lord Malmeſbury bas de- 

livercd to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, the 

Alternative was left to France to ſettle this compenſation on its own poſ- 


ſeſſions, or on thoſe of its allies ; but the abſolute refuſal of this alterna- 


tive appears to do away the only poſſible means of conciliating every 

intereſt, and of arriving at an honourable, juſt, and permanent peace. 
Lord Malmeſbury, perſuaded that ſuch cannot be the intention of the 

French Government, hopes, that in conſequence of the reaſons herein 
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n- "Rated, a condition will not be inſiſted upon, to which His Britannie 
Majeſty can by no means conſent. | 
| He again requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 
Lifle, 24th July, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
. No. 27.) | 
-4 Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 


Lifle, Sunday, Auguſt 6th, 1797. 
My Lord, 

I fully expected, when I received the incloſed note on Friday, the 
conference propoſed was to acquaint me with the inſtructions the French 
Plenipotentiaries had received from the Directory, on the note I bad 

ven in near a fortnight ago, as an anſwer to that in which the reſtitu- 


en - tion of the whole of His Majeſty's conqueſts from each of his enemies is 
on- required as an indiſpenſable preliminary to all negotiat ion. 
the was therefore — and diſappointed, when I had taken my 
lic, place at the conference, to hear from the French Plenipotentiaries that 
e, the letters they had received that morning from Paris did not bring any 
ei- ſpecific reply to my laſt note, but only went to inform them that the 
ect Directo had taken the ſubject iuto their moſt ſerious conſideration, 
and would acquaint them as ſoon as poſſible with the reſult. 
)ti- I could not avoid exprefling my concera and ſurprize that there ex. 
tial iſted any heſitation whatever in the mind of the Directory on a point, 
nce which, although a very important, was certainly a very ſimple one: 
rve That to allow :t to remain in doubt whether His Majeſty was to have 
hey any compeaſation or not, was in other words to leave it in doubt whether 
nay the Directory ſincerely meant peace or not? And that, alchough I was 
ene⸗ very far from wiſhing for any improper haſte, or not to move in a mat- 
ne- ter of ſuch magnitude with becoming prudence and deliberation, yet I 
lic, could not forbear lamenting that more than a month had now elapſed 
Re- without our having advanced a ſingle ſtep, notwithſtanding His Majeſty 
| had, in the very outſet of the negotiation, manifeſted a moderation and 
ren- forbearance unprecedented under ſimilar circumſtances: —That anxious 
pect as | was not to prejudice it by any repreſentations of mine, I muſt ſay, 
s he this delay placed me in a very awkward poſition, as I really did not per- 
and ceive how I could account far it in a way at all ſatisfactory, at the ſame 
cret time that it was quite impoſſible for me to ſuffer a longer Tpace of time 
-iple to paſs over without writing to my Court. | | | 
ion, One of the French Plenipotentiaries expreſſed his earneſt wiſh that I would 
— write immediately; he was confident this delay would be ſeen in its true 


erior light ; and added, © $i nous n'avangons pas a pas de Geant, j'eſpere que 
_ marchons d'un pas ſur.“ And another of them repeated this 
- dif- pirale. | 
de- | expreſſed my ſincere hope this might be the caſe, but it would have 
- the deen much better proved by the communication of the counter projet 
poſ- they had in a manner pledged themſelves to procure, than by any vague 
Das. and indeterminate aſſurances of what might poſſibly be the reſult of the 
very preſent ſuſpenſion of all buſineſs. They obſerved to me, that the counter 
ee. projet would of courſe be (virtually) contained in their next inſtructions, 
f the and that their only motive for wiſhing to ſee me was, to conviuce me 


ercin that this delay had neither originated wh them, nor been occaſioned at 
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Paris by any want of attention to this important buſineſs, or from any 
cauſe not immediately and cloſely connected with it. 9-H 
| I defired to know from them when they thought it probable they 
Fs ſhould receive Ir. and explicit inſtructions, whether in three, four, 
g or five days? They ſaid, it would be probably eight or ten. And ne of 
5 them obſerved, that as our not meeting more frequently gave riſe to many 
idle rumours and falſe reports, he would propoſe to me, if 1 had no ob- 
ape 6h to meet every other day at two o'clock : that it was very poſſ- 
1 e that in our next two or three meetings we miglit have nothing material 
1 to ſay, but that we ſhould get better acquainted with each other, and in 
iq our converſations mutually ſuggeſt ideas which might be of uſe, —I rea- 
6 dily conſented to this. | 
5 I had a conference again this morning. As I was very deſirous of 
| being enabled to tranſmit to your Lordſhip ſome more ſatisfactory ac- 
f count as to the motives of this delay, I again preſſed the French Pleni- 
*- entiaries on this point. They each of them repeated what they had 
= id before, and on my endeavouring to make them feel how impoſſible 
i it was that His Majeſty ſhould not be hurt at this demur on fo very fim- 
4 ple a point, One of them ſaid, you ought to augur favourably from it; 
your note was a refuſal to agree to what was ſtated by the Directory in 
their inſtructions to us as a fine qua non: if the Directory were deter- 
mined to perſiſt in this fine qua non, they would haye ſaid fo at once— 
« Je vous affure qu'il nous auroit promptement renvoye le Courier, 
were his words, The time they take to deliberate indicates beyond a 
doubt that they are looking for ſome temperament, and it ſcarce can be 
doubted that one will be ** faid 1 was well pleaſed to hear him 
ſay this; but that ſtill he muſt be aware that it would not be an eaſy taſk 
for me to make my diſpatches to-day either intereſting or ſatisfaRory, 
Another of the French Miniſters ſaid that he really believed that this 
would be the only great impediment we ſhould have to encounter, that 
every thing would go on quickly and ſmoothly, and that I muſt admit 
the preſent to be a very important and difficult point in the negotiation. 
I agreed with him entirely as to its importance, but could not acquieſce 
as to its difficulty. e, | ENG 
I am very ſorry, my Lord, that in ſuch a moment, and after waiting 
ſo long, I ſhould not be able to ſend you more explicit and decifive aſſur- 
ances; but it is nut in my power to compel the French Negotiators to 
move on faſter. All 1 can do is by my conduct aud language to take 
care that no part whatever of the ĩmputation of delay ſhould attach to, 
me. I have, at every conference I have held, always declared my 
readineſs to proceed, and I ſhall not fail to repeat this every time we 
Proerygent® . AAk . n reve] 
Right Honourable Lord Grenyille, &c. &c. c. | 
P No. 28.) 


s : 


Note from the French Plenipotenti 
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ries to Lord Malmeſbury. 5 


The Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic will be happy 
to have an opportunity of converſing- for a few minutes with. Lord 
Malmeſbury : and they have in couſeijuence the honour of propoſing to 
him to meet them at two o'clock" to- day, or at. any hour which may be 
more convenient to him, and which he will have the goodnefs' to 
appoint. RRC? vt door birne 45112190 ban {6.20 2:43 INS 
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They renew, with pleaſure, to Lord Melmeſbury the aſſurances of 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 


Liſle, 17 Thermidor, HUGUES B. MARET. 
th year of the Republic, COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the 
Aug. 4, 1797. Legation of the Republic. 


Aug. 4, 1797- 
(No. 29.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, Auguſt 14, 1797. 
My Lord, 

In conſequence of the reſolution we had come to, to meet on the 
days of the arrival of the poſt from Paris, our conferences for this laſt 
week have taken place regularly every other morning, except on Thurſ- 
day the ioth of Auguſt, which being the anniverſary of one of their 
natioval feſtivals the French Legation could not attend. 

I have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordſhip an account of ey 
thing which paſſed in theſe conferences, up to that of the 6th. On 
the 5th nothing was ſaid at all worth tranſmitting, except an intimation 
flung out by one of the French Plenipotentiaries, that it would be neceſ- 
ſary to take into conſideration the rights of neutral nations on this 
occaſion. But as he ſpoke very — ard in general terms, I did 
not chooſe to preſs him for an explanation, as I conſider it more judi- 
cious to avoid diſcuſſions on ſeparate and collateral points, and not to 
enter into negotiation till the whole can be brought under deliberation 
at once. 

What paſſed on the 12th was rather more intereſting. The return of 
Mr. Weſley afforded me a very natural opportunity of expreſſing the 
impaticnce with which an anſwer to my laſt note was expected by my 
Court; that three weeks had now elapſed ſince its tranſmiſſion, and 
that although I by no means wiſhed to inſinuate that due attention had 
not been paid to ſo very important a ſubject as that on which we were 
treating, yet I could not but greatly lament, that day after day ſhould 
be allowed to paſs away without our proceeding at all in the great buſi- 
neſs for which we were met. One of the French Minifters ſaid, that it 
was impoſſible I could lament this delay more than they did; that they 
had already declared to me that it was occaſioned by a wiſh not to create 
but to remove difficulties; and they could aſſure me poſitively, that the 
French Government had no other object in view, and that I ſhould find, 
when once we began fairly to negotiate, we ſhould proceed very rapidly. 

] replied it was indeed very material to make good the time we had 
loſt. The French Miniſter anſwered, you would not call it time loſt if 
you knew how it was employed. On my expreſſing, by my manner, a 
wiſh to be informed, he went on, by ſaying, we will not fcruple to tell 
you, though we feel we ought not yet to do it officially, that we are 
conſulting with our allies; chat we have communicated to them all that 
has paſſed here; we have ſtated that, unleſs they mean to continue the 
war, they muſt releaſe us from our engagements, and enable us, to a 
certain degree, to meet your propoſals, 5 ä 

The conference of to-day is this moment over. One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries informed me, that he had received this morning a letter 
from the Preſident of the Directory, aſſuring him that in four or five 
_ they would receive their final inſtructions; and he added of him» 
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ſelf, that he truſted theſe would be ſuch as would enable us to continue 
our work without any farther interruption. I ſaid, I hoped theſe in- 
ſtructions would be in ſubſtance a counter project, as I did not ſee 
how any thing ſhort of one cauld enable us to proceed fo rapidly as he 
deſcribed. He agreed with me entirely, and affured me, that both he 
and his colleagues had repeatedly ſtated the necoſſity of a counter project 
being ſent them; and he obſerved, that he really thought the French 
Government might have foreſeen every thing which had paſſed, and been 
prepared with one; and that this would have ſaved a great deal of 
valuable time. As I could not myſelf have faid more, I readily gave a 
full aſſent to what I heard. | 
(No. 30.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
Downing Street, Auguſt 19, 1797. 


An expreſſion mentioned in one of your Lordſhip's Iaſt diſpatches to 
have fallen from one of the French Plenipotentiaries, leads to the pre- 
ſumption that is intended, on the part of France, to bring forward ſome 

ropoſal about the navigation of neutral powers in time of war. Your 
Lordfhip will beſt judge of the proper opportunity of expreſſing His 
Majeſty's decided and unalterable reſolution on this point, not to admit 
of any propoſal for treating with his enemies on the ſubject of the 
rights or claims of neutral powers. : | 

The only other remark with which T have to tronble your Lordſhip 
by this meſſenger, relates to an expreſſion in the late meſſage of the 
Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally taken, 
conveys an accuſation againſt His Majeſty's Government, that ſome 
delay has ariſen on the part of this country in the negotiations at Liſle, 
This is ſo avowediy contrary to the fact, that it muſt be confidered as 
impoſſible that ſuch a charge could be intended to be made by a Govern- 
ment which had at that moment delayed for three weeks making any 
anſwer to His Majeſty's diſtinct and liberal propoſals of peace, and 
whoſe Plenipotentiaries were daily apologizing to your Lordihip for this 
unbecoming, and as they almoſt confeis, unaccountable delay; but as 
the point is too important to be left unnoticed, it is the King's pleaſure 
that your Lordſhip ſhould preſent a note, remarking upon the ſenſe to 


which theſe words are liable, expreſſing your perſuaſion that ſuch cannot. 


be the intention with which they were uſed, but aſking on the part of 

your Court an explanation to that effect, which cannot be refuſed with- 

out a violation of every thing which truth and juſtice require on ſuch an 

occaſion. _ 

| (No. 31.) 

Extract from the Meſſage of the French Directory to the Council of 
Five Hundred, Auguſt 9, 1797. 


In ſhort, this cauſe is in the ſame deſpondency in which all good 
citizens, and particularly the defenders of the country are, at ſeeing 
deferred at the very moment when its concluſion was thought to be 
near at hand, and after having bought it with ſo much blood and fo 
much ſuffering—a definitive peace, which the heads of the vanquiſhed 
coalition at length ſolicited in good earneſt, when its conclufion was 
expected, and which a Government friendly to humanity, were ſtill 
more earneſt to conclude : when, all on a ſudden, buoyed up with new 
hopes, reckoning upon a general diſſolution of the Government, by the 
falling of its finances, upon its deſtruction, upon the death or baniſfi- 
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_ of 2 generals, and upon the diſperſion and loſs of its armies 
theſe very ſame coaleſced powers have thrown as much delay into the 
negotiations, as they had ſhewn anxiety to bring them to an end 8 


(No. 32.) 
Copy of a Diſpatch * Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
My Lord, iſle, Auguſt 22, 1797. 


R pr 8 of this morning, T took an opportunity of remark 
wg , le | _ Plenipotentiaries on the very unfair and extraordinar 
ertion which had appeared in the meſſage of the gth inſtaut, from — 


ited Directory to the Council of Five Hund 3 
| Es ee = 33 _ que les Puiſſances 
a to 4% avoient montre de I Ardeur pour les — * * 3 
17 that I had orders from my Court to aft a preciſ 3 I crved $0.00 
an accuſation of delay was meant to ap 1 oY nation, whether this 
four. ll to Geetire that no uin B Le, an If ie wan 
His o declare that no accuſation was ever more deſtitute of f : 
. a wider deviation fram the real fac i of foundation, nor 
dmit : ; ie real fact. I ſaid I was perfectly : 
. by their determinati 1 ready to abide 
che c ation on this point, convinced that it i 
or them not to acknowledge that * 1 
iſhip blameable delay) reſted with the 1 EE — bow _y 
* Majeſty. The French Plenipotentiaries admitted * b _— -=_ 
ken aha, that the phraſe I had quoted was an ill-judged rng 
fn gee; but that it could not in any point of 2 o one, and mal redi- 
Liſle * applying to England, and they were ready to * 1 
8 . written, the Director I d d {i 4 en it Was 
ed as y alluded ſolely to the Court of V 
could aſſure me they had b i f Vienna; that they 
vern- me they had been very faithful in their 2 
when they ſaid this it was ſaying in oth reports, and that 
3 any negotiation with as much Er 
i 4 _ 
1 r ceeded ſlowly for this laſt 1% cnt * _ _ that if it had pro- 
but wt not on mine. , ownels aroſe on their” ſide and 
[ ſaid I could not for an inf ; . 
ea t . A a 
— point ; it was an inſinuation . in * 2 — 
cannot gone over Europe, that it was neceſſary for me to — gr ny 
art of whether the Directory thought and felt as the dd. Ons 77 
gud —_— with very ſtrong expreſſions * n th 33 Eo 
Wes | tainly did think and feel like them; that neo mat e the Directory cer- 
was meant, and added, © que ce 2 o unfair or inſidious alluſion 
«© Conſeils,” I went on by obſervin = 3 3 maler ton 
a have this fully explained, and that I Mould —— aha — 
neil of — they requeſted I would not, it — lead to difa x” rey oy 
ons, and would t agreeable diicui- 
good upon themſelves We TY my I propoſed. They would take 
FS. — at all fimil to _— me in the name of the Directory, that 
eeing on | imilar to the conſtruction I put on the phraſ- : 
to be tended, and that as ſoon the: . 7 © PE. PRE IP 
y could receive an anſwer to th 
and fo ſhould make of to-day? : e report they 
quiſhed Direftory itſelf, ay's converſation, they would ſay the ſame from the 
„ ho 
jon was pe, my Lord, 1 have, theref = : R 
ere all and formal ene, 1 b —— — 1 wy preciſe 
ith new — * ce Government, fulfilled the object ab = instructions — 
by the icular point. If * I 
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I then will not fail, according to your Lordlhip's order, to give in 
a note. 


Rt. Hon. Lord Grenville. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


(No. 33.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, Auguſt 22, 1797. 

The four conferences I have held with the French Plenipotentiaries, 
fince I laſt wrote to your Lordſhip on the 14th inſtant, will not, I fear, 
furniſh very intereſting materials for a diſpatch. 

Our conference of this morning was principally employed in what I 


have related in my other diſpatch ; but the. French Plenipotentiaries 


aſſured me, that by Thurſday, or at the lateſt by Saturday, they ex- 
peRed to receive their long- expected meſſenger. 


(No. 34.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Lifle, Auguſt 29, 1797. 

I am extremely ſorry to be forced to announce to your Lordſhip, 
that freſh delays occur in the progreſs of the negotiation. | 

The French Plenipotentiarics informed me at our conference veſ- 
terday, that the laſt anſwer from Holland was fo unſatisfactory, that the 
Directory had ordered the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to return it to 
the Dutch Miniſters at Paris; that the Dutch Miniſters could not take 
upon themſelves to alter it in the way the Directory propoſed, but had 
been obliged to refer to their Government for new orders; and that 
therefore, ſuppoſing no time to be loſt in deliberation on this ſubje& at 
the Hague, it would be at leaſt a week from to-day before any farther 
account could be received here. 

After lamenting this unexpected procraſtination of our buſineſs, I 
expreſſed a with to know what the Dutch anſwer had been, what ob- 
jections the Directory had made to it, aud the alteration they were de- 
firous it ſhould undergo. 
One of the French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, it had not beeu communicated 
to them, but that he underſtood it was complexe, louche et peu ſatisfaiſante. 
What the Directory expected it ſhould be clear and diſtinct, and ſuch 
an one as would enable them to ſend ſuch inſtructions here, as would 
allow us to go on with the negotiation in a way to recover the time we 


bad loſt. 
| (No. 35.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, September 5, 1797. 
My Lord, 


I ſhould have conſidered what has paſſed in our conferences fince I laft 
had the honour of writing to your Lordſhip by Mr. Weſley, as in itſelf 
too unimportant to authorize me to diſpatch a meſſenger, but that in 

neral I think it my duty never to leave your Lordſhip more than a 
week without hearing from me; and I was alſo glad of an 8 
to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordſhip's diſpatch, No. 23, which, 
— 2" wn to me by the meſſenger Shaw on the 31ſt Auguſt, at 
10 F. M. 
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Nothing but common converſation paſſed in our conferences of the 
zoth of Auguſt and of the 1ſt of September. In that of the 3d the 
French Plenipotentiarie* confirmed what they had taken upon them- 
ſelves to aſſure me on the 22d Auguſt, in conſequence of the repreſen- 
tation I had your Lordſhip's orders to make on the expreſſions employed 
by the Directory in their meſſage of the gth Augutt to the Councils, 
and which expreſſions appeared to fix an imputation of delay on His 
Majeſty's Government in the progreſs of the negotiation. They ſaid 
that they had reported to the Directory what I obſerved on this ſubject, 
and that they were now charged to repeat what I had already heard 
from them, and to declare that no intention ſimilar to that 1 ſuppoſed 
ever exiſted on the part of the Directory. 

In our conference of this morning, although TI had reaſon to expect 
that the anſwer from the Hague was arrived at Paris, yet it was not 
admitted by the French Plenipotentiaries. 


(No. 36.) 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Lifle, gth September, 1797. 


I need not ſay that the two conferences which have been held fince I 
diſpatched the meſſenger (Brooks) were not likely, under the preſent 
circumſtances of this country, to afford any thing extremely important 
or intereſtiug. 

In that of Thurſday the 7th, one of the French Plenipotentiaries began, 
en my entering the room, by announcing a wiſh that the great event 
which had taken place at Paris ſhould not interrupt for a long time our 
negotiation, or deſtroy the pleaſing proſpe& we had of its ſoon termi- 
nating ſucceſsfully; and from his manner I clearly ſaw he meant to 
convey the idea that it was his opinion it would not. I endeavoured to 
diſcover whether he ſpoke in conſequence of any private intelligence he 
had received from Paris, or fimply from his own private judgement, and 
I found it was entirely from the latter. | 

In our conference of this morning, he faid they were ſtill without any 
letters from M. Talleyrand (which rather ſurpriſed him); but he could 
aſſure me vith certainty, that by Monday they ſhould be empowered to 
5 on with the negotiation, and that I might ſafely ſay ſo to my 


ourt. 
(No. 37.) 


Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
| Downing Street, Sept. 11, 1797. 

Your Lordſhip's diſpatches by the meſſenger, Shaw, were received 
here this morning. 

It would be premature in the preſent moment, to enter into any rea- 
ſoning on the effect which the extraordinary events at Paris may be ex- 
pęcted to have on the important negotiation with which your Lordſni 
is charged. A very few days muſt now probably ſhew, in the moſt 
unequivocal manner, what are the views which are entertained by the 
now predominant party at Paris, reſpecting the queſtion of peace or 
war with Great Britain: and it becomes Hs Majelty's Government to 
wait the event with the ſame defire for accommodation on reaſonable 
terms, and the ſame firmneſs with reſpe& to undue and inſulting de- 
mands, which has actuated every part of the conduct held by your 
Lordſhip, 
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| (No. 38.) | 8 

Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
Liſle, Monday, Sept. 11, 1797. | 

My Lord, 

On my going to the conference this morning, the French Plenipo- 
tentiarics informed me that the whole French Legation was recalled, 
and that Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier d'Alco were appointed in their 
room. They ſaid, their orders were to communicate this event to me 
immediately, and at the ſame time to add, in the name of the French 
Goverament, that this alteration, in the choice of the Negotiators, 
would not produce any whatever in the diſpoſition of the Directory, to 
bring the negotiation to a happy iſſue. 

I affured them I was extremely forry to hear that they were recalled. 
That we had hitherto acted together ſo cordially, that it was to be la- 
mented any circumſtances had ariſen which made the French Government 
think it adviſcable to put the negotiation iuto other hands. 

That I received with fatisfaRtion what they told me as to the ſentiments 
manifeſted by the Directory, relative to the negotiation, and that I could 
aſſure them, they were ſuch as certainly exiſted in the brealt of my Royal 
Matter. | 

I then ſuggeſted to them, whether it would not be proper to give me 
an official note on this occaſion, fince it made a very marked period in 
the negotiation ; and as they perfectly agrecd with me on the propriety 
of this, they ſent me that I now cncloſe. 

I confider this event as fo material, that I do not loſe a moment in 
diſpatching one of my ſervants to England, az J have at preſent no meſ- 
ſenger with me. I have the hoaour to be, &e. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


(No. 39.) 
Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmeſbury, 


The Miniſters Flenipotentiary cf the French Republic have the honour 
to inform Lord Malmeſbury that they have received by this day's poſt, 
a decree of the Executive Directory, ſignifying their recall, and the no- 
mination of Citizens Treilhard and Bonnier to ſucceed them, and to 
continue the negotiations entercd upon with England. 

The Miniſter for Foreign Aﬀais, in ſending to the underſigned Mi- 
niſters Plenipotentiery this decree of the Directory, of the 22nd of this 
month, orders them to wait the arrival of their ſueceſſors. It alſo di- 
res them to inform the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, that the change of the Negotiators does not carry with it any 
change in the diſpoſition of the Directory, with regard to the negotiation, 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of tbe French Republic have the honour 
to renew to Lord Malmeſbury the aſſurances of their high conlideration. - 

Liſſ 25 Fructidor, (Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
5th year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MARET: 

Sept. 11, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 


(No. 40.) 
Note.—From Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. 


The Minilter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty has the honour 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note which the Miniſters Plenipotenti- 
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ary of the French Republic have addreſſed to him, communicating the 
decree of the Executive Directory, which ſigniſies their recall and the 
nomination of the Miniſters deſtined to ſuceced them, and to continue 
the negotiations already commenced. He receives at the ſame time with 
ſatisfaction, and will tranſmit without delay to his Court, the aſſurance 


F that this change of the Negotiators does not bring witli it any change 

J. in the diſpoſition of the Directory as to the negotiation. 

* Lord Malmeſbury, in thanking the Miniſters Pleuipotentiary of the 

le French Republic for this communication, begs them to be perſuaded of 

l his perſonal regret on account of their departure, and to accept the aſ- 

* ſurances of his high conſiderat ion. 

to Liſle, Sept. 12, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 

d. (No. 41.) 

— Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, dated 

"7 L. .iſle, 175th September, 1797. 

ts : My Lord, : 

14 The new French Plenipotentiaries, Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier 

al d' Alco, with their principal Secretary M. Derche, and two private Se- 
cretaries, arrived here at five o'clock A. M. on Wedneſday the 13th in- 

ne ſtant, at eleven A. M. they ſent M. Derche to acquaint me with their y 

in arrival, and to enquire at what hour I would receive their viſit. In 1 

ty conſequence of my ſaying whenever it was convenient to them, they : 
came immediately, attended by Meſſrs. Le Tourncur, Maret, and f 

in Colchen. ; 

of. On taking leave, M. Le Tourneur came forward and ſaid to me, in ; 
his name and that of his colleagues, that they could not terminate their nt 

2 miſñon without expreſſing the ſatisfaction they had felt from the open- 5 


neſs and candour (Loyautè et Franchiſe) with which I had acted during 
the whole of the negotiation, or take leave of me, without expreſſing 
their ſincere perſonal regrets; that the recollection of my conduct would 
always be agreeable to them, and that it had given me the ſtrongeſt title 


L 
* 
1 
! 
2] 
, 


our to their eſteem and good wiſhes. 
olts After giving the new Plenĩpotentiaries as much time as was neceſſary 
no- to return to their own houſe, I ſent Mr. Roſs to afk at what hour I 
to might return their viſit; and, in conſequence of their anſwer, I went 
: to them, attended by Lord Morpeth and Mr. Ellis. 
Mi- I took an opportunity of returning the compliment M. Le Tourneur 
this had made me; and I muſt in juſtice repeat, my Lord, what I have al- 
di- ready ſaid, that his conduct and that of his colleagues has, in every point 
Ma- which has depended on them, been perfectly fair and honourable, and in 
any no inſtance contrary to the principles they announced, and the profeſ- 
ion. ſions they made. It is therefore impoſſible for me not to regret them, 
our and not to conſider the change of Negotiators at leaſt as a very unpleaſant, 
ion. if not a very unfortunate incident. 
| (No. 42.) 
42 Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Liſle, th September 1797. 
My Lord, | 
Rus: I ſhall endeavour in this diſpatch to give your Lordſhip as circum- 
nour Rantial an account as my memory will allow me to do, of what has 
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paſſed in the two conferences I have held with the new French Pleni- 
pot entiaries. 

Ia that of Friday the 14th, after communicating to me the arrete of 
the Directory appointing them to ſucceed Meſſeurs Le Tourneur and 
Maret, and empowering them to continue the negotiation with me, one 
ef them began by making the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the ſincere defire en- 
tertained by the Directory for peace. He obſerved, that if this deſire 
had maniteſted itſelf fo ſtrongly at a moment when the two great au- 
thorities of the country were at variance, 1t mutt naturally become 
Rronger and be exerted with more effect when all ſpirit of diviſion was 
ſuppreſſed and when the Government was ſtrengthened by the perfect 
concord which now reigns between all its branches: that the firſt and 
moſt material poiat to be aſcertained in every negotiation was the ex- 
tent of the full powers with which the uegotiators are veſted ; that 1 
ſhould find theirs to be very ample ; and that, as it was neceſſary to the 
ſucceſs of our diſcuſſions that mine ſhould be equally ſo, they had it in 
command to preſent a note, the object of which was to inquire, whether 
I was authorized to treat on the principle of a general reſtitutionof every 

ficflion remaining in His Majeſty's hands, not only belonging to them, 
— to their allies; that I was not unacquainted with their lawn and with 
their treaties ; that a great country could not on any occafion act in 
contradiction to them ; aud that, aware as I muſt be of this, 1 could not 
but expect the queſtion contained in the note, neither could 1 conceive 
the requiſition of an explicit anſwer, previous to entering upon the ne- 
gotiation, as ariſing from any other motive than that of the moſt perfect 
wiſh, on the part of the Directory, to bring it to a ſucceſsful, and, above 
all, to a ſpeedy concluſion. 

I replied, that if after what I heard I could allow myſelf to hope for 
ſuch an event as he ſeemed to think probable, or give any credit to the 
pacific diſpoſitions he announced on the part of the French Government, 
tuch hope muſt ariſe ſolely from the confidence I might place in his aſ- 
ſurances ; fince the meaſure itſelf now adopted by the Directory was 
certainly calculated to make a directly contrary impreſſiou on my mind; 
that I could not conceal from him, that far from expecting ſuch a queſ- 
tion, its being now put ſurprized me beyond meaſure, and ſtill more ſo, 
when from his comment upon it I was to infer, that he wiſhed me to 
confider it as tending to promote a ſpeedy pacification : that the queſ- 
tion expreſſed in the note he had delivered (for he had given it to me, 
and I had read it over as he ended his ſpeech) was word for word the 
ſame as that put to me by his predeceſſors ſo long ago as the 14th July; 
that on the 15th I had, from my own authority, given an anſwer, and 
that this anſwer I confirmed fully and diſtinctly by order of my Court on 
the 24th July; that theſe notes had to the preſent hour remained un- 


noticed, and a delay of two months had occurred; that the reaſons aſ- 


ſig ned for this delay were, as T was repeatedly told, a decided reſolution 
on the part of the French Government to liſten to the reaſonable propo- 
fals made by His Majeſty ; but-that being bound by their engagements 
with the Court of Madrid and the Batavian Republic, and wiſhing to 
treat their allies with due conſideration, they were deſirous of conſulting 
with them previous to any poſitive declaration, and obtaining from them 
a voluntary releaſe from thoſe engagements ſufficient to enable the 
French Plenipotentiaries here to admit the baſis His Majefty had efta- 
bliſhed) aud to ground on it all future diſcuſſions which might ariſe. in 


/ 
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i- the courſe of the negotiation; that if he had read over the papers left, 
undoubtedly, in his poſſeſſion by his predeceſſors, he would find what L 
of ſtated to be ſtrictly true; and that of courſe it could not be difficult 
id to account for my ſurprize, when, after being told that he and his col- 
ne leagues were to take up the negotiation preciſely were they found it, it 
n- now became evident that it was to be flung back to the very point from 
re which we ſtarted, and flung back in a way which ſeemed to threaten a 
u- concluſion very different from that he foretold. 
ne I ſhall not attempt to follow the French Miniſter through the very ela- 
48 borate and certainly able ſpeech he made in reply, with a view to con- 
c vince me that the inquiry into the extent of my full powers was the 
nd ſtrongeſt proof the Directory could furniſh of their pacific intention, and 
RK the ſhorteſt road. they could take to accompliſh the defired end. It was 
t 1 in order to give activity to the negotiation, (adiver was his word, ) and 
he to prevent its ſtagnating, that this demand was made ſo ſpecifically; and 
in he intimated to me, that it was impoſſible for the Directory to proceed 
ner till a full and ſatisfactory anſwer had been given to it. I interrupted 
TY him here, by ſaying, their manner of acting appeared to me calculated 
my to decide the negotiation at once, not to give it activity, ſince it muſt be 
1th known, I could not have powers of the deſcription he alluded to: and even 
in ſuppoſing I had, the admitting it would be in fact neither more nor leſs 
not than a complete avowal of the principle itſelf, which once agreed on, 


nothing would be left to negotiate about. The other French Plenipoten- 
tiary 2 gran here, by ſaying, that would not be the caſe; many articles 
would ſtill remain to be propoſed, and many points for important diſcuſſion. 
[ faid, every word I heard ſeemed to preſent freſh difficulties. With- 
out replying to me, the fir/i-mentioned Miniſter went on by endeavouring 
to prove, that the avowal of having powers to a certain extent, did not 
imply the neceſſity of exerciſing them ; that it was the avowal alone for 
which they contended, in order to determine at once the form the ne- 
gotiation was to take ; that the note, and the time preſcribed in it, 
were in conſequence of the moſt poſitive orders from the DireQory z 
and that if I drew from it a concluſion different from the aſſurances they 
had made me in the name of the Directory, I did not make the true 
inference. I replied, that although the preſcribing the day on which 
the queſtion was put to me as the term within which I was to give my 
anſwer to it, was both a very unuſual and abrupt mode of proceeding, 
yet as a day was much more than ſufficient for the purpoſe, I ſhould 
forbear making any particular remark on this circumſtance ; that as to 
the inference to be drawn from the poſitive manner in which they ap- 
peared to maintain the queſtion put to me, I really could not make it 
different from that I had already expreſſed : that the reverting, after an 
interval of two months, to a queſtion already anſwered, and which queſ- 
tion involved the fate of the negotiation, certainly could not be confi- 
dered as wearing a very conciliatory appearance, That in regard to my 
anſwer, it could not be different from that I had given before : that my” 
full powers, which were in their hands, were as extenſive as any could 
be, and it did not depend on me to give them more or leſs latitude z 
but that in fact their queſtion went not to the extent of my full 
powers, but to require of me to declare the nature of my jnſtruc- 
tions; and on this point they certainly would forgive me if I did 
not ſpeak out till ſuch time as the circumſtances of the negotiation 
n me to do it. 


called u 
Tbe Preach Miniſter ſtrove to prove to me what he had before at - 
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tempted, that the claiming a right of inquiry into the nature of the 
diſcretionary authority confided in a miniſter, by no means implied an 
intention —— of him to act up to its utmoſt limits. I obſerved, 
if no ſuch intention exiſted, why inſtitute the inquiry? and if it did 
exiſt, why not ſay ſo at once? — He ſaid, what we now aſk is little 
more than a matter of form ; when you have given us your anſwer, we 
ſhall follow it up by another ftep, which we are ordered to take. I 
ſaid, my anſwer was given two months ago; that, although I was 
ready to give it them again, and in writing, as one to their note, yet, 
as it could not be different, I did not ſee why they ſhould not proceed 
immediately to the other ſtep, by which I was told the queſtion was to 
be followed up. It would be premature, faid the French Miniſter ; but 
in drawing up your anſwer, do not forget the force of the arguments I 
have uſed, or in your report to your Court, the aſſurances we have 
given of the earnelt wiſh of the Directory to terminate the war. 

I replied, that I ſtill muſt maintain, that, from the manner in which 
they thought proper to define full powers, I could ſee no diſtinction 
between acknowledging the power and admitting the principle; and 
that the queſtion itſelf could not be put with any other intention ( Your 
Lordſhip will obſerve, from the ſubſequent notes which paſſed between 
us, that I was perfectly grounded in this aſſertion); that in my reports, 
they might be fully aſſured I ſhould act up to that conciliatory Pinie, 

which, from the earlieſt period of the negotiation, had always decided 
my conduct; and that, inauſpicious as appearances were, I certainly 
would be careful not to make them look heftile. At the word hoſtile, 
both the French Plenipotentiaries were molt warm in their proteſtations, 
that nothing could be leſs ſo ; that the idea of the negotiation breaking 
off was as Bir from their thoughts as from their wiſhes, I ſaid, that 
although I heard this with pleaſure, yet I could not avoid adverting to 
facts, and that, when initead of an anſwer, and the favourable anſwer 
which I had every reaſon to expect, I received only the repetition of a 
demand, which had been already ſatisfied two months ago; I certainly 
could not think this a good omen. If it did not bode an immediate 
rupture of the treaty, it aſſuredly did not announce a near and ſucceſsful 
termination of it. The above-mentioned Miniſter perſiſted I was miſtaken; 
that the buſineſs would end ſpeedily : that ſpeed was their wiſh, and 
ſpeed with peace for its object. 

On breaking up our conference, I ſaid, that I took it for granted 
we ſhould meet again at the uſual hour, on Sunday. He ſaid, that it 

erhaps might not be neceſſary, but that they certainly would let me 
— in time; and this conveyed to me the firſt idea of what has ſince 
taken place. 

I incloſe your Lordſhip the Note A, I received in this conference 
from the French Plenipotentiaries, and the Anſwer B, which I made to 
it yeſterday morning at 10 A. M. 

At 6 P. M. the =_ C was tranſmitted to me; to which at 8 P. M. 
I returned the Anſwer D, by Mr. Roſs, whom I ſent in order that he 
7 5 bring me the paſſports I aſked for; but at a quarter before 10 
P. M., M. Derche, . of the French Legation, delivered to me 
the paper marked E; and this morning at 9 A. M. I replied by the 
Note F, which immediately produced that marked G. | 

The notes ſent me by the French Plenipotentiaries ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; and it is unneceſſary to enter into any reflections on them. 


am willing to hope that the anſwers I have made were ſuch as became 
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the ſituation in which I ſtand, the importance of the cauſe intruſted 
to me, and the ſteady but temperate conduct which the ſpirit of my 
inſtructions enjoin me to hold. = 

It was my wiſh to give every opening to the French Plenipotentiaries 
to recal the violent ſtep they had taken ; and, if poſſible, to convince 
them of its extreme impropriety. And it was with this view, and with 
a moſt anxious defire not to exclude all hope of the reſtoration of peace, 
that I determined on ſuggeſting the idea of our meeting once more bee 
fore I left Liſle. | 

This meeting took place to-day at noon : I opened it by obſerving, 
That the ſeveral notes they had received from me ſince the preceding 
evening, had been too expreſſive of the ſurprize I felt at the meaſure 
the Directory had thought proper to adopt, to make it neceſſary for 
me to enlarge upon it in this conference; and indeed my ſole motive 
for ſuggeſting that it might be for our mutual ſatisfaction that it ſhould 
be held, was, becauſe this meaſure appeared to me to be in ſuch direct 
contradiction to the very ſtrong aſſurances I had ſo conſtantly and re- 
peatedly heard from them, and to the pacific intentions with which 
they declared they were ſent, that it was my earneſt wiſh (before I con- 
ſidered their conduct as forcing me to a ſtep which muſt ſo materially 
affect the ſucceſs of the negotiation), to be perfectly certain that I un- 
derſtood clearly and diſtinctly the preciſe meaning of their official notes. 
On their admitting that nothing could be more reaſonable than that I 
ſhould, on ſo important a point, require explanation, or more ſatisfac- 
tory to them than to give it me (as far as lay in their power), I pro- 
ceeded by ſaying, that it appeared to me that I was called upon to 
rome immediately my full powers, or rather my inſtructions (for 

owever different theſe were in themſelves, in their demand they ſeemed 
conſtantly blended), and that if either I refuſed to conſent to this, or if, 
on conſenting to it it was found that I was not authoriſed to treat on 
the principle they laid down, I was then in the ſpace of twenty-four 
hours to leave Liſſe, and return to my Court; and that I was required 
to obtain full authority to admit this principle, if it was wiſhed the 
negotiation ſhould proceed. This I ſaid appeared to me to be the evi- 
dent ſenſe of the notes, and I begged to know whether I had miſtaken 
it or not? One of the French Plenipotentiaries ſaid, “ You have underſtood 
* it exactly; I hope you equally underſtand the intention of the French 
* Government, which is to accelerate peace by removing every obſtacle 
which ftands in its way.“ 

I replied, that having now no foubt left on my mind as to their exa&t 
meaning, and being quite ſure notwithſtanding the obſervation they had 
made, que j avait dof la veritable intentiou de leur note, it would, I feared, 
be a very unprofitable employment of our time to argue either on the 
nature of the principle they announced as a fine qua non, to even a pre- 
liminary diſcuſſion, or on the extreme difficulty of reconciling the pe- 
remptory demand with which they opened their miſſion, to the pacific 
profeſſions that accompanied it; that if they were determined to perſiſt. 
in this demand, it was much better to avoid all uſeleſs altercation; and 
nothing in that cafe remained for me to do, but to aſk for my paſſports, 


and to ſignify to them my intention of leaving France at an early hour 
the next morning. They ſaid, they had their hands tied by an arrete 


of. the Directory, and were bound to obſerve the conduct they had fol 


lowed by the moſt poſitive orders ; and although we reimained together 


ſome time longer, not a hint dropped from them expreſſive of a wiſh 
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that, inſtead of going myſelf for new inſtructione, I ſhould either write 
for them by a meſſenger, or obtain them by ſending to England one of 
the gentlemen who are with me. I endeavoured by every indire& 
means to ſuggeſt to them the neceſſity of adopting ſome ſuch modifica- 
tion, if they meant that their wiſhes for peace, in the expreſſion of 
which they were this morning more eager than ever, ſhould meet with 
= ſlighteſt degree of credit : I again brought to their recollection that 

was authorized to receive any propoſal, any contre- projet they tendered 
to me, but that they muſt be aware that it was not poſſible for me to 
alter the orders I had received, or to aſſume an authority with which I 
was not inveſted. I dwelt particularly and repeatedly on my being 
competent to take any thing they ſaid for reference; but this availed 
nothing, except drawing from one of them a remark, that the full powers 
which authorized a miniſter to hear propoſals, were widely different 
from thoſe which would enable him to accede to them ; and that it was 

| ſuch full powers that the Directory required me to ſolicit. 

An eaſy anſwer preſented itſelf to this mode of reaſoning ; but I ſaw 
no advantage to be derived from prolonging a converſation, which, after 
the poſitive declaration they had made, could lead to nothing : I there- 
fore ended the conference by declaring my reſolution to begin my journey 
at a very early hour the next morning, and by ſaying, that immediately 
on my arrival in England I would make an exact report of every thing 
that had paſſed ſince their arrival. 

I truſt, my Lord, I ſhall not incur cenſure for having declined to 
offer in diſtinct terms to wait at Liſle till I could know His Majeſty's 
pleaſure on the peremptory propoſal made to me: but when I conſidered 
the nature of the propoſal Yell the avowal that this would not be the laſt, 
nor perhaps the moſt humiliating, condition required of us, and the im- 

ious ſtile with which I was enjoined to depart in twenty-four hours, 
it was utterly impoſſible for me to aſſume a language or affect a manner 
that could be interpreted into ſolicitation or entreaty : I felt myſelf cal- 
led upon to treat the whole of this extraordinary proceeding with calm- 
neſs and temper ; and notwithftanding the deep and poignant concern I 
muſt feel at an event which I fear will remove all probability ef an im- 
mediate pacification, I truſt that in the expreſſion of this ſentiment I 
have not uſed a language unbecoming the character with which I am 
inveſted, or the —_— of the Sovereign and country whole dignity 
and intereſts it is my primary duty to conſult and to maintain. 

I have the honour to be with great reſpect, 

My Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
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Right Honourable Lord Grenville 


(No. 43. A.) 


The underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, 
eommiſſioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to aſſure 
Lord Malmeſbury, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty, 
that the French Government wiſhes as ſincerely, as ſtrongly as ever, a 
peace, defired by the two nations: but, unable to conclude any other | 

than ſuch a one as is founded on the laws and on the treaties | 
* which bind the French Republic, perſuaded that, to arrive at this end, | 
in is neceſſary to explain itſelf with entire frankneſs, and deſirous of 
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giving to the negotiation the greateſt rapidity, the Executive Directory 
has expreſsly charged the —_—_— to demand of Lord Malmeſbury, 
whether he has ſufficient powers tor reſtoring, in the treaty which may 
be concluded, to the French Republic and to its allies, all the poſſeſ- 
Gons which, ſince the beginning of the war, have paſſed into the hands 
of the Engliſh. 5 

The ünderſigued are equally charged by the Executive Directory to 
demand from Lord Malmeſbury an anſwer in the courſe of the day. 
They requeſt him to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 

Liſle, 29 Fructidor, (Signed) TREILHARD. 
5th year of the Republic, BONNIER. 

(Sept. 15, 1797.) By the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, the Sec. Gen. 


DERCHE. 
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(No. 44. B.) 
The underfigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary to His Britannic Majeſty 


receives with great ſatisfaction the expreſſion of the ſincere deſire for 
peace, which the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic 
announced to him yeſterday in the name of their Government. He has 
the honour to aſſure them that the King his maſter is animated with the 
ſame defire, and has nothing more at heart than to put an end to the 
calamities of the war. 

With regard to the queſtion which the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic addreſſed to Lord Malmeſbury, concerning the 
extent of his full powers, he conſiders himſelf as having already given 
the moſt unequivocal anſwer upon this ſubje&, in the two notes which 
he delivered to their predeceſſors on the 15th and 24th of July. 


However, to avoid all miſunderſtanding, he renews the declaration 


which he made yelterday ; that is to fay, that he neither can nor ought 
to treat upon any other principle than that of compenſations ; a principle 
which has been formally recognized as the baſis of a treaty equally juſt, 
honourable, and advantageous to the two powers. 

Lord Malmeſbury requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 


Liſle, Saturday, 16th Sept. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
1797, 10 A.M. 


(No. 45. C.) 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, commiſſioned 
to treat of peace with England, have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of the anſwer of Lord Malmeſbury to the note which was pre- 
ſented to him in the conference of yeſterday, 

It appears from this anſwer, and from the two notes of the 15th and 
24th of July, to which it refers, that Lord Malmeſbury has not powers 
for agreeing to the reſtitution of all the poſſeſſions which His Britannic 


— occupies, whether from the French Republic, or from its 
ies. 


In conſequence, while they reiterate to Lord Malmeſbury the meſt 


poſitive aſſurances of the ſentiments of the French Government, the un- 
. age apprize him of a decree of the Executive Directory, which 
ſignifies that, in caſe Lord Malmeſbury ſhall declare himſelf not to have 
the neceſſary powers for agreeing to all the reſtitutions which the laws 
and the treaties which bind the French Republic, make indiſpenſable, 
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he ſhall be to return, in four-and-twenty hours, to his Court, to aſk for 
ſuſhcient powers. Lord Malmeſbury can ſee in this determination of the 
Executive Directory nothing elſe than an intention to haſten the moment 
when the negotiation may be followed up with the certainty of a ſpeedy 
concluſion. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 
Lifle, 30 FruQidor, BONNIER, 
th year of the Republic, 
(Sept. 16, 1797.) By the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries, 
the Sec. Gen, of the Legation, 
DERCHE. 


(No. 46. D.) 


The underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty 
has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of this day, 
which has been ſent him by the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic. 

Whatever t he may experience at ſeeing the hope of a ſpeedy con- 
ciliation — he can return no ens 2 a cefafal 0 ab- 
ſolute to continue the negotiation on grounds which appeared to have 
been already agreed upon, than by demanding the neceflary paſſports for 
himſelf and his ſuite, in order that they may ſet off within the — 
twenty hours, and return immediately to England. 

He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to 
accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 

Liſle, Saturday, 16th September, 8 P. M. 


(No. 47. E.) 


The underſigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, com- 
miſſioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of Lord Malmeſbury's anſwer to the note which they addreſſed 
to him this day. 

They think it right to obſerve to him, that he does not appear to have 
ſeized the real meaning of their note; that it by no means contains refuſal 
to continue the negotiations, but, on the contrary, the means for giving 
them activity, and for following them up with a ſucceſs, no leſs deſirable 
to the two nations, than it would be — to the Miniſters charged 
with the conduct of them. 


The French Government is ſo far from entertaining the intentions 


which the note of Lord Malmeſbury appears to impute to them, that the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received no order 
to quit Liſle, after the departure of the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Bri- 
tannic Majetty. 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 
(Signed) TREILHARD, 


Liſle, 30 Fructidor, 5th year of the BONNIER. 
French Republic. By the Miniſters Plenipotentiary, 
(Sept. 16, 1797.) the Sec. Gen. - the. Legaron 
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(No. 48. F.) 


The underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has 
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which the Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary of the French ** tranſmitted to him 8 
through the hands of the Secretary General of their Legation. He thinks 
he cannot anſwer it better than by ſubmitting to them in his turn the fol- 
lowing obſervations : f 

That having already by his note, dated July 24, and in obedience to 
the expreſs orders of his Court, given an anſwer to the queſtion which is 
now ſo unexpectedly renewed, a queſtion, that in appearance relates ſolely 
to the limits of his full powers, (which are in the moſt ample form), but 
which does, in fact, require a declaration of the whole extent of his in- 
ſtructions; and not being authorized to quit the place of his deſtination 
without the expreſs orders of the King his maſter, in any caſe except that 
of the rupture of the negotiation ; he could not help confidering a note 
enjoining him, in conſequence of a decree of the Executive Directory, to 
return to his Court in the ſpace of four-and-twenty hours, as ill calculated 
to accelerate the concluſion of peace. Nevertheleſs, to anſwer the aſſur- 
ances of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, and to teſ- 
tify his deſire to ſeize their real meaning with reſpe& to which he ſhould 
be very ſorry to deceive himſelf, he thinks that it would be more ſatisfac- 
tory to meet once more; and if the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic ſhould be of the ſame opinion, Lord Malmeſbury would pro- 
_ that this meeting ſhould take place at an earlier hour than uſual, in 
order that he may have time to take ſuch ſteps as the reſult of their con- 
terences may render neceſſary, He deſires the Miniſters Plenipoten- 


tiary of the French Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high con- 
ſideration. 


Liſle, Sunday, Sept. 17, 1707. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


(No. 49. G.) 


The underfigned Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
commiſſioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the note which the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majeſty has tranſmitted to them this morning. Referring 
to the notes addreſſed to Lord Malmeſbury on the 29th and 3oth Fruc- 
tidor, and eſpecially to the firſt of yeſterday, they agree to the meeting 


which Lord Malmeſbury appears to defire, and propoſe the hour of 
noon. 


They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 
(Signed TREILHARD., 


conſideration, 


Liſle, 1 complementary day, BONNIER. 

th year of the French R i BWB 
(17 Spt. 1797.) the Miniſters Plenipotenti 
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(No. Fo.) 
Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated Downing- 
ſtreet, Sept. 22, 1797. 
My Lord, | 


T have had the honour of laying before His Majeſty your Lordſhip's 
diſpatches, in which you have given an account of the extraordinary con- 
duct of the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, of the anſwers 
given by your Lordſhip to their unjuſtifiable demand, and of your conſe- 
quent departure from Liſle. 

I have the ſatisfaction to be able to aſſure your Lordſhip, that His Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed to expreſs his entire approbation of your Lordſhip's 
judicious and temperate conduct in the unprecedented ſituation in which 

u were placed, and of the manner in which you expreſſed yourſelf, both 
in your official notes, and in your converſations with the French Plenipo- 


tentiaries, as well as of that in which you have conducted yourſelf during 
the whole courſe of the negotiation, which ſeems too likely to be now 


brought to its cloſe. 

As it appears, however, that ſome farther anſwer will probably be ex- 

ed by the French Government 'to their late extraordinary demand, 
notwithſtanding the full and conclufive reply given in your Lordſhip's 
notes, I have received the King's commands to tranſmit to you the in- 
cloſed draft of a note, which it is His Majeſty's pleaſure that your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould tranſmit to the Plenipotentiaries at Liſle, by a meſſenger whom 
I ſhall dirc& to be in readineſs for that purpoſe. 
| | (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


(No. 51.) | 
The underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has 
rendered to his Court a faithful account of the circumſtances that have 
interrupted the exerciſe of thoſe important functions which His Majeſty 
had been pleaſed to entruſt to him. His Majeſty has deigned to honour 
with his entire approbation the anſwers which the underſigned has already 
made to the extraordinary and unexpected demands which the new Pleni- 
potentiaries of the French Republic addreſſed to him immediately upon 
their arrival at Liſle, | ; | 
But in order to leave no doubt reſpecting the nature and object of this 
demand, the underſigned has been expreſsly ordered to declare in the name 
of his Court. 

1. That the full powers with which His Majeſty had thought proper to 
furniſh him for negotiating and concluding a treaty of peace, are con- 
ceived and expreſſed in the moſt ample form, authorizing the underſigned 
fully, and without reſerve, to fign any treaty upon which he might agree 
with the French Plenipotentiaries, whatever its nature or conditions might 


bez; conforming himſelf in all caſes to the inſtructions which he might 


receive from his Court. 

2. That theſe full powers have been received and recognized as ſuf- 
figient as well by the — with whom he has hitherto treated, 
as by the Directory themſelves and that there is conſequently no room 


for any new diſcuſſion upon a ſubje& which has already been cloſed by 
common agreement, and which moreover is not liable to any doubt or 


difficulty whatever ; every thing which has been done hitherto upon this 
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ſubject, being entirely conformable to cuſtoms long eſtabliſhed and recog- 
nized by all * nations of Europe. 
3. That the de mand of the Directory, therefore, in reality, refers not to 


the full powers of the underſigned, but to the extent of his inſtructions, 


of which the Directory c uld not, under any circumitances, require any 
communication, farther than as the underſigned himſelf might judge ſuch 
a communication conducive to the ſueceſs of the negotiation ; and that 
very far from being in a ſituation to be called upon for any new explana- 
tions whatever, the underſigned had every reaſon to expect, from the re- 
peated communications which had been made to him by the French Pleni- 
potentiaries, that he ſhould immediately receive a contre projet, of a na- 


ture to facilitate the farther progreſs of the negotiation which had been 


ſuſpended for more than two months. 

4. That the Court of London had good reaſon to be ſtill more afto- 
niſned at the ſubſtance of the new demand made to the underſigned ; a de- 
mand relating to preliminary conditions which had already been rejected 
at the very commericement of the negotiation, and from which the French 


Plenipotentiaries had in effect departed, by a formal notification of the 


meaſures which the Directory were in conſequence taking for the purpoſe 
of coming to ſome arrangement with their allies, 
5. That it is therefore only by conſenting to treat upon the baſis of the 


project, detailed with ſo much op: nnels, which was preſented by the un- 


derſigned a few days after his arrival at Lifle, or by returning a contre 
projet of a conciliatory nature, agreeably to the aſſurances which he re- 
ceived fo long ago, that it appears polſible to continue the negotiation 
which the Plenipotentiaries have ſo ſtrongly aſſured him that the Direary 
did not wiſh to break off, notwithſtanding the meaſures lately adopted 
with reſpect to him: a meaſure which the underſigned forbears to cha- 


racterize, but which could not fail to produce in this country the impreſ- 


ſion of a diſpoſition by no means pacific on the part of the Directory. 

The underfigned is directed to add, that His Majeſty would ſee with 
real regret the certainty of the exiſtence of ſuch a diſpoſition, ſo little com- 
patible with the ardent deſire with which he is animated to reftore peace 
to the two nations; but that if, without having himſelf contributed to it 
on his part, he ſhould again find himſelf under the neceſſity of continuing 
the war, he will conduct himſelf upon every occaſion agreeably to the 
ſame principles, doing every thing which can depend upon him for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of peace, but perſiſting to defend, with an unſhaken firmneſs, 
the dignity of his Crown, and the intereſts of his People. 

The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty requeſts the Mi- 
niſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the aſſurance of 


his high conſideration. | 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
London, the 22d of September, 1797. 


. (No. 52.) | 
The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, commiſſioned ta 
treat of peace with England, have received the note, dated from London, 
which has been brought to them by an extraordinary meſſenger, from Lord 
Malmeſbury. They have the honour to anſwer to him, that their note of the 
29th Fructidor, to which they refer, offered the double aſſurance of the 
ſettled intention of the French Government to continue the negotia · 
tions for peace, and of its conſtant determination not to agree to any 
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other conditions than ſuch as are compatible with the dignity of the 
French Republic, b 

A peace, of which the baſis ſhould be contrary to the laws, or to the 
engagements taken with its allies, would never ſatisfy the hopes of the 
nation. It is a point from which the Exccutive Directory has never de- 
parted, and upon which its ſentiments have never varied. 

Lord Malmeſbury having formerly declared in his notes of the 15th 
and 24th of July, and in the laſt inſtance in that of the 19th September, 
that he had not the powers neceſſary for reſtoring the Dutch and Spaniſh 

ſſeſſions, occupied by the troops of his Britannic Majeſty, the Executive 

irectory has given a new — of its openneſs, and of its deſire to acce- 
lerate the concluſion of peace in requiring Lord Malmeſbury to return to 
his Court, for the purpoſe of obtaining the authority, without which he 
cannot conclude; a meaſure rendered neceſſary by the declaration of the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty, and upon which it 
RI to give a wrong impreſlion to any thinking and impartial 
mand. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 


- (Signed) TREILHARD, 
Liſle, 4th Vendemiaire, BONNIER, 
th year of the Republic, DERCHE. 
(Sept. 25, 1797. 
1 (No. 53.) 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French rs: charged to 
treat for peace with England, have the honour to inform Lord Malmeſ- 
bury, that having ſent a copy of his lalt note to their Government, the 


Executive Directory has directed them to declaie in its name, that it has 


never ceaſed to wiſh for peace; that it gave an unequivocal proof of the 
ſentiment which animates it, when it ordered the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic, to require a categorical explanation as to the powers given 
by the Engliſh Government to its Miniſter Plenipotentiary; that this de- 
mand had, and could have, no other object but to bring the negotiation 
to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful iflue ; 

That the order given to the Plenipotentiaries of the Republic to remain 
at Liſle after the departure of Lord Malmeſbury, is another proof that the 
Directory had deſited and foreſeen his return with powers that ſhould not 
be illuſory, and the limitation of which ſhould no longer be a pretext tor 
delaying the concluſion of peace: | 

That ſuch are {til} the hopes and intentions of the Executive Directory, 
which enjoins the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic not to quit 
Liſle till the continued abſence of the negotiator ſhall no longer leave 
any doubt of the intention of his Britannic Majeſty to break off all ne- 
gotiation: 

That conſequently the 2 5th Vendemiaire (16th of October old ſtyle) is 
the period fixed for the recall of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, ſuppoſing that at that time the Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
of his Britannic Majeſty ſhall not have arrived at Liſle. 

The Executive Directory will feel the greateſt regret that a reconcili- 
ation already twice attempted, ſhould not be perfected; but its conſci- 
ence, and the whole of Europe, will bear it teſtimony, that it 1s the 
Engliſh Government alone that will have inflicted the ſcourge of war upon 
the two nations, | | 
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The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic entreat the Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty to accept the afſurar ces of 
their high conſideration, 

(Signed) TREILHARD, 

Liſle, 1oth Vendemiaire, BONNIER. 
6th year of the French Republic, 
(October 1, 1797.) The Sec. of the Legation, 


DERCHE., 


(No. 54.) 


The underſigned having laid before the King's Miniſtry the note of the 
Plenipotentiarics of the French Republic, is directed to obſerve to them, 

That it is only in conſequence of the formal and poſitive injunRion of 
the Directory that he quitted Lifle ; that his powers were neither illuſory 
nor limited; and that nothing was omitted on his part to accelerate the 
negotiation, which has been only retarded by the delays of the Directory, 
and which at this moment is only ſuſpended by its act. 

With regard to the renewal of the conferences, the underſigned can only 
refer to his laſt note, where he has explained with frankneſs and preciſion 
the only means which remain for continuing the negotiation ; obſerving at 
the ſame time that the King could no longer treat in an enemy's country, 
without being certain that the cuſtoms eſtabliſhed amongſt all civilized 
nations, with regard to Public Mliniſters, and eſpecially to thoſe charged 
to negotiate for the re- eſtahliſu ment of peace, would be reſpected for the 
future in the perſon cf his plenipotentiary. 

The Miniiter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty requeſts the Mi- 
nifters Plenipotentiary of the Freneh Republic to accept the aſſurance of 
his high conſideration. 

London, 5th October, 1797. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


DECLARATION PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY'S 


His Majeſty's benevolent endeavours to reſtore to his people the bleſ- 
ſings of ſecure and honourable peace, again repeated without ſucceſs, 
have again demonſtrated, beyond the poſſibility of doubt, the deter- 
mined and perſevering hoſtility of the Government of France, in whoſe 
unprovoked aggreſſion the war originated, and by whoſe boundleſs and 
deſtructive ambition it is ſtill prolonged. And while by the courſe of 
theſe tranſactions, continued provis have been afforded to all Hig 
Majeſty's faithful fubjects, of his anxious and unremitting ſolieitude for 
their welfare, they cannot, at the fame time, have failed to recognize, 
in the uniform conduct of the enemy, the {pirit by which the Councils 
of France are ſtill actuated, and the objects to which they are directed. 

His Majeſty could not but feel how much the means of peace had 
been obſtructed by the many additional difficulties which his enemies had 
{o repeatedly thrown in the way of every negotiation. Nevertheleſs, 
on the very firſt appearance of circumftances in ſome degree more favou- 
rable to the intereſts of humanity, the ſame- ardent detire for the eaſe 
and happineſs of his ſubjects induced His Majeſty to renew his overtures 
for terminating the calamitics of war: thus availing himſelf of every: 
opening which could in any manner lead to ſecure au honourable peace, 
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and conſulting equally the withes of his own heart, and the principles by 
which his conduct has invariably been guided. 

New obſtacles were immediately interpoſed by thoſe who till directed 
the Councils of France, and who, amidſt the general deſire for peace, 
which they could not at that time openly diſclaim, ſtill retained the 
_—_ of fruſtrating the withes of their own country, of counteracting 

is Majeſty's benevolent intentions, and of obſtructing that reſult, 
which was ſo neceflary for the happineſs of both nations. Difficulties 
of form were ſtudiouſly created; modes of negotiation were inſiſted 
upon, the molt inconſiſteut with their own conduct in every other in- 
ſtance ; the ſame (pirit appeared in every ſtep which was taken by them; 
and while the moſt unwarranted infinuations were thrown out, and the 
moſt unfounded reproaches brought forward, the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms and 
uſages, which have long prevailed in Europe, were purpoſely departed 
from, even in the ſimpleſt acts which were to be done on their part for 
the renewal of the negotiations. All theſe things His Majeſty deter- 
mined to diſregard ; not as being inſenſible of their purport and ten- 
dency, nor unmindful of the importance of theſe points, in the public 
intercourſe of great and independent nations, but reſolving to defeat the 
object of theſe artifices, and to ſuffer no ſubordinate or inferior conſide- 
ration to impede, on his part, the diſcuſſion of the weighty and exteniive 

- intereſts on which the termination of the war muſt neceſſarily depend. 

He directed his Miniſter to repair to France, furniſhed with the moſt 
ample powers, and inſtructed to communicate at once an explicit and 
detailed propoſal and plan of peace, reduced into the ſhape of a regular 
treaty, juſt and moderate in its principles, embracing all the intereſts 
concerned, and extending to every ſubje& connected with the reſtoration 
of public tranquillity. The communication of this paper, delivered in 
the very firlt conference, was accompanied by ſuch explanations as fully 
ſtated and detailed the utmoſt extent of His Majeſty's views, and at the 
ſame time gave ample room for the examination of every diſputed point, 
for mutual arrangement and conceſſion, and for reciprocal facilities ari- 
ſing out of the progreſs of fair diſcuſſion. 

To this proceeding, open and liberal beyond example, the conduct of 
His Majeſty's enemies oppoſes the moſt ſtriking contraſt. From them 
no counter-project has ever yet been obtained: no ſtatement of the extent 
or nature of the conditions on which they would conclude any peace with 
theſe kingdoms. Their pretenſions have always been brought forward 
either as detached or as preliminary points, diſtinct from the main ob- 
je& of negotiation, and accompanied, in every inſtance, with an expreſs 
reſerye of farther and unexplained demands. | 

- _- The points which, in purſuance of this ſyſtem, the Plenipotentiaries 
of the enemy propoſed for ſeparate diſcuſſion, in their firſt conferences 
with His Majelty's Miniſter, were at once frivolous and offenſive : none 
of them — of any ſolid advantage to France, but all calculated 
to raiſe new obſtacles in the way of peace. And to theſe demands 
was ſoon after added another, in its form unprecedented, in its ſub- 
ſtance extravagant, and ſuch as could originate only in the moſt deter- 
mined and inveterate hoſtility, The principle of mutual compenſation, 
before expreſsly admitted by common conſent, as the juſt and equitable 
baſis of negotiation, was now diſclaimed; every idea of moderation or 
reaſon, every appearance of juſtice, was diſregarded; and a conceſſion 
was required from His Majeſty's Plenipotentiary, as a pullningy and 
indiſpenſable condition of negotiation, which muſt at ouce have ſuper- 
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ſeded all the objects, and precluded all the means of treating. France, 
after incorporating with her own dominions ſo large a portion of her 
conquelts, and affecting to have deprived herſelf, by her own internal 
regulations, of the power of alienating theſe valuable additions of ter- 
ritory, did not ſcruple to demand from His Majeſty the abſolute and 
unconditional ſurrender of all that the energy of his people, and the 
volour of his fleets and armies, have conquered in the preſeat war, either 
from France or from her allies. She required that the power of Great 
Britain ſhould be confined within its former limits, at the very moment 
when her own dominion was extended to a degree almoft unparalleled 
in hiſtory. She inſiſted, that in proportion to the increaſe of danger, 
the means of reſiſtance ſhould be diminiſhed; and that His Majeſty 
ſhould give up, without compenſation, and into the hands of his ene- 
mies, the neceſſary defences of his poſſeſſions, and the future ſafeguards 
of his empire. Nor was even this demand brought forward as conſti- 
tuting the terms of peace, but the price of negotiation; as the condi- 
tion on which alone His Majeily was to be allowed to learn what farther 
unexplained demands were ſtill reſerved, and to what greater ſacrifices 
theſe unprecedented coffceſſions of honour and ſafety were to lead. 

Whatever were the impreſſions which ſuch a proceeding created, they 
did not induce the King abruptly to preclude the means of negotiation. 
In rejecting, without a moment's neſitation, a demand, which could 
have been made for no other reaſon than becauſe it was inadmiſſible, 
His Majeſty, from the fixed reſolution to avail himſelf of every chance 
of bringing the negotiation to a favourable iſſue, directed that an open- 
ing ſhould ſtill be left for treating on reaſonable and equal grounds, ſuch 
as might become the dignity of his Crown, and the rank and ſtation in 
Europe, in which it has pleaſed the Divine Providence to place the 
Britiſh nation. - 

This temperate and conciliatory conduct was ſtrongly expreſſive of 
the benevolence of His Majeſty's intentions; and it appeared for ſorae 
time to have prepared the way for that reſult which has been the uni- 
form object of all his meaſures. Two months elapſed after His Majeſty 
had unequivocally and definitively refuſed to comply with the unrea- 
ſonable and extravagant preliminary which had been demanded by his 
enemies. During all that time the negotiation was continued open, the 
conferences were regularly held, and the demand thus explicitly rejected 
by one party, was never oncerenewed by the other. It was not only aban- 

doned, it was openly diſclaimed; aſſurances were given in direct con- 
tradiction to it · Promiſes were continually repeated, that His Majeſty's 
explicit and detailed propoſals ſhould at length be anſwered by that 
which could alone evince a real diſpoſition to negotiate with ſincerity, 
by the delivery of a counter-project, of a nature tending to facilitate 
the concluſion of peace; and the long delays of the French Govern- 
ment in executing theſe promiſes were excuſed and accounted for by an 
unequivocal declaration, that France was concerting with her allies for 
thoſe ſacrifices on their part, which might afford the means of proceed- 
ng in the negotiation, Week after week paſſed over in the repetition 
of theſe ſolemn engagements on the part of His Majeſty's enemies. His 
defire for peace induced him to wait for their completion, with an 
anxiety proportioned to the importance of the object; nor was it much 
to expect, that his Miniſter ſhould at length be informed what was the 


extent and nature of the conditions on which his enemics were diſpoſed 
to terminate the war, 
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It was in this ſtage of the buſineſs that, on the 11th of September, 
the appointment of new Plenipotentiaries was announced on the part of 
France, under a formal promiſe that their arrival ſhould facilitate and 
expedite the work of peace. 

To renew, in a ſhape ſtill more offenſive than before, the inadmiſſible 
demand ſo long before brought forward, and ſo long abandoned, was 
the firſt act of theſe new meſſengers of peace. And ſuch was now the 
undiſguiſed impatience of the King's enemies to terminate all treaty, 
and to exclude all proſpect of accommodation, that even the conti- 
nuance of the King's Plenipotentiary at the appointed place of nego- 
tiation was made by them to depend on his immediate compliance with 
a condition which his Court had, two months before, explicitly refuſed, 
and concerning which no farther diſcuſſion had fince occurred. His 
reply was ſuch as the occaſion required: and he immediately received a 
poſitive and written order to depart from France. 

The ſubſequent conduct of His Majeſty's enemies has aggravated even 
this proceeding, and added freſh infult to this unexampled outrage. 
The inſurmountable obilacles which they threw in, the way of peace, 
were accompanied with an oltentatious profeſſion®of the moſt pacific dif- 
poſitions. In cutting off the means of negotiation, they ſtill pretended 
to retain the ſtrongeſt deſire to negotiate; in ordering the King's 
Miniſter to quit their country, they proſeiled the hope of his immediate 
return to it: and in renewing their former inadmiſſible and rejected de- 
mand, they declared their confident expectation of a ſpeedy and favou- 
Table anſwer. Yet before any anſwer could arrive, they publiſhed a 
declaration, announcing to their country the departure of the King's 
Miniſter, and attempting, as in every former inſtance, to aſcribe to the 
conduct of Great Britain the diſappointment of the general wiſh for 

eace, and the renewal of all the calamities of war. The ſame attempt 
= been prolonged in ſubſequent communications, equally infidious and 
illuſory, by which they have obviouſly intended to furniſh the colour and 
empty pretence of a wiſh for peace, while they have ſtill ſtudiouſſy and 
obſtinately perſiſted in evading every ſtep which could lead to the ſucceſs 
of any negotiation; have continued to inſiſt on the ſame inadmiſſible and 
extravagant preliminary, and have uniformly withheld all explanation 
either on the particulars of the propoſals of peace ſo long ſince delivered 
by His Majeſty's Minifter, or on any other terms on which they were 
themſelves ready to conclude; and this in the vain hope, that it could 
be poſſible, by any artifice, to difguiſe the truth of theſe tranſactions, 
or that any exerciſe of power, however deſpotie, could prevent ſuch 
facts from being known, felt, and underſtood, even in France itſelf, 

To France, to Europe, and to the World, it muſt be manifeſt, that 
the French Government (while they perſiſt in their preſent ſentiments) 
leave His Majeſty without an alternative, unleſs he were prepared to 
furrender and facrifice to the undiſguiſed ambition of his enemies, the 
honour of his Crown, and the ſafety of his dominions. It mult be 
manifeſt, that, inſtead of ſhewing, on their part, any inclination to meet 
His Majeſty's pacific overtures on any moderate terms, they have never 
brought themſelves to ſtate any terms, however exorbitant, on 
which they were ready to conclude peace.—They have aſked as = a 
liminary, and in the form the moſt arrogant and offenſive, conceſſions 
which the comparative ſituation of the two countries would have ren- 
dered extravagant in any ſtage of negotiation; which were directly con- 
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trary to their own repeated profeſſions; and which, nevertheleſs, they 
perempton ily required to be complied with in the very outſet; reſerving, 
an unlimited power of afterwards accumulating, from time to time, 
freſh demands, increaſing in proportion to every new conceſſion, 

On the other hand, the terins propoſed by His Majeſty have been 
ſtated in the moſt clear, open, and unequivocal manner. The diſcuſſion 
of all the points to which they relate, or of any others, which the 
enemy might bring forward as the terms of peace, has been, on His 
Majeſty's part, repeatedly called for, as often promiſed by the French 
Plenipotentiaries, but to this day has never yet been obtained. The 
rupture of the negotiation 1s not therefore to be aſcribed to any preten- 
ſions, however inadmiſſible, urged as the price of peace; not to any ulti- 
mate difference on trrms, however exhorbitant; but to the evident and 
fixed determination of the enemy to prolong the conteſt, and to purſue, 
at all hazards, their hoſtile deſigns againſt the proſperity aud ſafety of 
theſe kingdoms, | 

While this determination continues to prevail, His Majeſty's earneſt 
wiſhes and endeavours to reſtore peace to his ſubje&s muſt be fruitleſs. 
But his ſentiments remain unaltered. He looks with anxious expectation 
to the moment when the Government of France may ſhew a diſpoſition 
and ſpirit in any degree correſponding to his own. And he renews, 
even now, and before all Europe, the folemn declaration, that, in ſpite 
of repeated provocations, and at the very moment when his claims have 
been ſtrengthened and confirmed by that freth ſucceſs which, by the 
bleſſing of Providence, has recently attended his arms, he is yet ready, 
if the calamities of war can now be cloſed, to conclude peace on the ſame 
moderate and equitable principles and terms which he has before propoſed; 
the rejection of ſuch terms mult now, more than ever, demonſtrate the im- 
placable animoſity and infatiable ambition of thoſe with whom he has 
to contend, and to them alone muſt the future conſequences of the pro- 
longation of the war be aſcribed. 

If ſuch unhappily is the ſpirit by which they are ſtill actuated, His 
Majefly can neither heſitate as to the principles of his own conduct, 
nor doubt the ſentiments and determination of his People. He will not 
be wanting to them, and he is confident they will not be wanting to 
themſelves. He has an anxious, but a ſacred and indiſpenſable duty to 
fulfil; he will diſcharge it with reſolution, conſtancy, and firmneſs. 
Deeply as he mult regret the continuance of a war, ſo deſtructive in its 
progreſs, and ſo burdenſome even in its ſucceſs, he knows the character 
of the brave People whoſe intereſts and honour are entruſted to him. 
Theſe it is the firſt object of his life to maintain: and he is convinced 
that neither the reſources nor the ſpirit of his kingdoms will be found 
inadequate to this arduous conteſt, or unequal to the importance and 
value of the objects which are at ſtake, He truſts, that the favour of 
Providence, by which they have always hitherto been ſupported againſt 
all their enemies, will be {till extended to them; and that, under this 
protection, his faithful ſubjects, by a reſolute and vigorous application 
of the means which they poſſeſs, will be enabled to vindicate the inde- 
pendence of their country, and to reſiſt, with juſt indignation, the aſ- 
ſumed ſuperiority of the enemy, againſt whom they have fought with 
the courage, and ſucceſs, and glory of their anceſtors, and who aims at 
nothing leſs than to deſtroy at once whatever has contributed to the 
proſperity and greatueſe of the Britiſh empire; all the channels of its 
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induſtry, and all the ſources of its power; its ſecurity from abroad, its 

tranquillity at home, and, above all, that Conſtitution, on which clone 

— 1 the undiſturbed enjoyment of its Religion, Laws, and Li- 
rties 


Weſtminſter, 04. 28, 1797. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, November 2. 


This day, at half paſt two o'clock, His Majeſty came down to 
the Houſe in the uſual ſtate, and being ſeated on the Throne in 
his royal robes, Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the 
Black Rod, was deputed to defire the attendance of the Houſe of 
Commons ; and that body having appeared at the bar, His Majeſty 
was pleaſed to ſtate his reaſons for aſſembling the Parliament in a 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne 

Fer which, ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. ] 
His Majefty and the Houſe of Commons then retired ; and after 
the ſpeech had been read by the Lord Chancellor on the woolſack, 
and the Clerk at the table, | 
The Earl of GLASGOW then preſented himſelf to their Lord- 


mhips attention. He apologized to the many noble Lords of much 


greater experience than himſelf, whom he ſaw in their places, for 
his riſing ſo early; but he felt himſelf impreſſed with the ſpeech 


from the Throne, and was willing to embrace the firſt opportunity 


of expreſſing his explicit acquieſcence in the magnanimity and pa- 
triotiſm it avowed ; and he doubted not but the public would ap- 
prove of it to the ſame extent and with the ſame complacency he 
did. It proved to him, and certainly alſo to their Lordſhips, that 
the confidence of Government in the object of the conteſt, their re- 
ſources to carry it on with vigour, and the proſpect of bringing it 
to an honourable conclufion, was in no degree diminiſhed, nor dif- 
ferent from what it originally was. This he conſidered as an ex- 

ample to the country at large, which takes its feelings and opinion 
for the moſt part from thoſe at the head of the councils, as well it 
ought. For thus eminently occupied, they are in the centre of in- 
telligence, and embrace at one glance the whole complete machinery 
of our domeſtic and foreign' politics. And when men who had 


every ſource of knowledge open to their view, and were not in- 
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tereſted in diſguiſing the truth, but much otherwiſe, came forward 
with ſuch a declaration of facts and circumſtances as had been now 
announced in His Majeſty's name, the people of England could not 
but rejoice that their caſe was not worſe, and repoſe themſelves 
contentedly in-a Government thus enlightened, and happily diſpoſed 
to do every thing for the beſt. "The noble Earl called their Lord- 
ſhips' attention to the manner in which our enemies had inſulted 
and contemned our pacific propoſitions, and he begged it might be 
particularly remarked with what eaſe and effrontery they notwith- 
ſtanding boaſted of their pacific intentions in the face of Europe. 
Every thing that had happened proved our fincerity and their inſi- 
diouſneſs, that peace was not their object but ours; and that blood, 
which had ſo long overflowed the fields of the Continent, reſulted 
not from our councils and ambition, but theirs. He ſpoke of our 
late victories as ſubſtantiating our competence to extort from the 
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enemy more eligible terms. Their fleet was perfectly annihilated, | 
which left no doubt on his Lordſhip's mind that they muſt now ſee 53 
the impotence of all their ſchemes in any meaſure to injure this 15 
country. We never had been ſucceſsful on any occaſion in the EL 
commencement of hoſtilities, and this ought to encourage our con- 5 
tinuance, eſpecially as the late ſplendid victory of Viſeount Duncan 1 


ſnewed what our navy, under its diſcipline and wiſe management, 
could accompliſn. And it was at the ſame time a pledge of certain 
proſperity always accompanying a ſteady perſeverance in the uſe of 
the means with which Providence had endowed us. From all theſe 
conſiderations, he truſted their Lordſhips were prepared to ſtrengthen 
the hands of the Executive Government, and would agree with him 
in moving the addreſs. 

Lord GWYDIR roſe and ſaid : After the detailed accounts 
your Lordſhips have read in the declaration which has been pub- 
lithed; after the gracious ſpeech you have this day heard deli- 
vered from the Throne, and the able manner in which the addreſs 
has been moved, it muſt certainly appear preſumptuous in me to 
offer myſelf to your Lordſhips' notice: but at a moment like the 
preſent, I eſteem it a duty I-owe to your Lordſhips, to the Public, 
RE. and to myſelf, to declare the principles which have hitherto go- 
verned my public conduct. Under the favour of your Lordſhips, 
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ra I ſhall now attempt to do ſo in as conciſe a manner as I am able. F | 
ll it I have ſupported this war from its commencement, becauſe I 4 g 
"4 thought it juſt and neceſſary : every a of the enemy, every event i 
ery of the war, every conſequence that has followed, has ſerved to 12 
had confirm me in the opinion I firſt formed. It is from this convic- 
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tion I now call upon your Lordſhips to ſupport the addreſs which 
has juſt been moved. 

The powers of language have ſo often been employed to de- 
ſcribe the complicated nature of this war, that words have loſt their 
effect by repetition ; but the magnitude and importance of the ob- 
jects it embraces, remain ſtill the ſame. 

Three times have IIis- Majeſty's Miniſters gone to the utmoſt 
verge that prudence and honour would permit, in the hope of put- 


ting an end to this unexampled conteſt, by negotiation and treaty— 


the reſult is well known. And I am at a loſs to imagine a reaſon 
for your Ambaflador's having been received, unleſs it was to 
afford the Jacobin party in France an opportunity of adding 
inſult to injury. | 

T have heard it ſtated from high authority, that a point of ho- 
nour was almoſt the only rational cauſe for war. A difpute for 
trade or territorial poſſeſſion might be eafily compromiſed, might 
even be given up entirely, and the loſs replaced from other re- 
ſources. But the honour of this country once gone, it would fink 
from the high ſituation it now holds among nations, into derifion 
and contempt. 

Has the object of this war altered? Certainly not. The means 
of carrying it on have varied ; but the preſervation of the Conſtitu- 
tion and independence of Great Britain has, from the firſt, con- 
tinued to be our great purſuit, 

We have undoubtedly expended immenſe ſums of money ; we 
no. longer appear to have the ſame facility of commanding freſh 
ſnpplies. Granted :—but let it be remembered, that the compa- 
rative force of different countries mult be judged of, in its relative 
as well as real ſenſe. And I firmly believe, that notwithſtanding 
the fucceſles of France on the Continent, her real pbyfical refaurces 
and power againſt this country are infinitcly more ſunk, in propor- 
tion, than our own; and conſequently, if we make the exertions 
which are called for, we make them with an increaſed proſpect of 
ſucceſs, 

The ſole aim of the rulers of that country, is univerſal do- 
minion; and whether they have purſued it by war or treaty, that 

object has never varied. With the words, Juſtice, Good faith, 
and Humanity, ir in their mouths, they think no action too atrocious 
to be committed. Indulging their minds in ideal victories over 
this country, they already conſider you as a conquered enemy, and 
will ligen to no terms but ſuch as they ſhall dictate, The laws 
they have made apply only to themſclves : occaſional poſſeſſion 
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creates of itſelf indefeaſible right; but when this doctrine, as new 
as it is inadmiſſible, comes under diſcuſſion with their adverſaries, 
it is exactly reverſed as applied to them, and they inſtantly demand 
a previous unconditional reſtitution of every thing that has been 
taken, eicher from themſelves, or their pretended allies. Had 
theſe haughty terms been acceded to, our diſhonour would have 
been ſcaled, but every chance of peace would have been farther 
removed. No negotiator could have thought, even of propoſing 
ſuch terms, but with the view of forcing you to continue the war. 
So much for the juſtice of their theory and practice. 

It would be a waſte of your Lordſhips' time, were I to com- 

ment on their good faith, either in the treaties they have dictated 
and broken, or the alliances they have formed and abuſed, But 
rmit me to fay, it is from theſe treaties, and theſe alliances the 
reſt of Europe would do well to take an example of what they 
have to expect. 

Had the allies continued true to. their engagements, the war 
would, long ere this, have been brought to a happy concluſion, 
Far different has been the conduct of this country. The ſtate of 
the Funds, the pecuniary difficulties under which we have cxerted 
and maintained our public credit, muſt convince our allies of the 
efforts we made to ſupply their wants. We have more than ful- 
filled every engagement; and in the negotiations we propoſed, their 
intereſts were combined with our own. | 

Perhaps it was wiſe to learn by negotiation, to what extent the 
unjuſtifiable demands and inſolent ſtipulations of the faction in 


France would go. Perhaps it was neceſſary to prove to this 


country, peace was impoſſible, in order to route that vigorous exer- 
tion which its honour and true intereſt equally demand. How 
long the reſt of Europe may continue the ſhort-ſighted policy of 
keeping aloof from a conteſt, in which all are ſo deeply concerned, 
I know not. But in this momentous war, in which we are, and 
muſt be, embarked, and of which they are the inglorious and 
paſſive ſpectators, ſhould the event prove deſtructive to this country, 
all the terms they have obtained, all the alliances they have formed, 
all the friendſhips they have courted, would, in a moment, crumble 
into duſt : and the triumphant Jacobius, freed from the correcting 
power of Great Britain, would reſume with ſafety what with appa- 
rent, though falſe moderation, they have hitherto given up. Engaged 
as We are in a ſtruggle for exiſtence as a nation, what creates our 
difficulty but a queſtion of finance? — what, but an unwillingneſs 
to contribute a part of that wealth for our defence, the whole of 


which would ſoon be wicked from us, after a cowa. dly ſubmiſſion 
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to an ignominious peace. Are our poſſeſſions ravaged ? Are our 
armies defeated ? Is our commerce deſtroyed ? or, are our flects ſub- 
dued?— The anſwers to all theſe queſtions are as conſolatory as 
they are obvious. On the ſplendour of our naval victories, ſepa- 
rately and repeatedly gained over the fleets of France, Spain, and 
Holland, I ſhall not preſume to enlarge. They are above all 
praiſe ; and I truſt the admiration and gratitude of the country will, 


if poſſible, keep pace with the advantages and honour fo gloriouſly 
obtained. 


The Government of France has, at leaſt, the merit of pro- 
claiming its intentions. It is determined utterly to overthrow your 
ſyſtem. It conſiders England as the great magazine of the riches 
of the world, which it is determined to plunder and deſtroy. 

I contend you have nothing to fear from being conquered, that 
you have not equally to dread from a baſe ſurrender. The terms 
on which they offer to accept your ſurrender (for in no other ſenſe 
will they conſent to treat,) muſt lay you completely at their feet. 
When at their mercy, could the moſt ſanguine friend of” their 
power expect better treatment than their own ſubjects ?—and 1 
would aſk your Lordſhips, if death is not preferable to life, under 
ſuch rulers ? 

An extreme defire to put an end to the miſeries of war, induced 
His Majeſty's Miniſters to go every length that prudence and honour 
permitted, (nay, perhaps, farther,) to terminate thoſe miſeries by 
negotiation. But after the reception thoſe advances have met with, 
the nation would be regardleſs of its dignity, it would be careleſs of 
the high opinion in which it now ſtands with the reſt of Europe ; 
it would be diſgraced in the eyes of the whole world, if it heſitated 
a moment in reſenting the inſult, and accepting the challenge. It 

| would be a ſtrange return for all the blood that has been ſpilt, and 
all the valour which has been ſhewn by our fleets and armies, if we 
were barely to ſurrender the fruits of ſo many victories, inſtead of 
ſeconding their efforts by the ſame inflexible ſteadineſs in our 
counſels, which they have conſtantly manifeſted in _ ſervice they 
have undertaken. 
The wild fury of your old and inveterate enemies has ſpoken in 
a manner too plain to be miſunderſtood : they offer no other alter- 
| native but unconditional ſubmiſſion to their will, or fierce and bloody 
conteſt with their power. When have they, by their actions or 
ſucceſſes againſt this country, eſtabliſhed a right to hold ſuch inſo- 
lent language ?—Here, then, we are forced to make our ſtand. 
There is no ſafety in retreat: the moſt mortifying ſubmiſſions, the 
moſt important ſacrifices,” would only ſerve (as baſeneſs and fear 1 
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always muſt ſerve) to increaſe the inſolence of your relentleſs foe. 
Are we, then, to wage eternal war ?—In fair argument, no man has 
a right to put this extreme caſe. The events of the war will, I 
hope, ſoon decide that queſtion. Ir is ſufficient evil for the day, if 
it be proved that peace cannot at this moment be obtained. With 
the preſent Directory, a wiſh for peace with this country conſtitutes 
a crime of the deepeſt die. "Thoſe who in France, ſupported by 
public opinion, wiſhed for peace on fair and honourable terms, have 
been ſeized and tranſported like criminals, with a cruelty unre- 
corded in hiſtory ; and with them, all appearance of juſtice and 
liberty have vaniſhed alſo. The Jacobin deſpotiſm is now at its 
height :—let the powers of Europe, which till retain their inde- 
pendence, look well to its exploſion. ; 
Much as I lament the horrors of war, (and no man can more 
than I do,) I am convineed there is no road to peace, but that 
which muſt be opened by the power of the ſword. To ſecure the 
permanent happineſs and proſperity of this country, all temporary 
facrifices are as nothing. I truſt a plan will be brought forward 
for raiſing the ſupplies, equal to meet all our difficulties. I am far 
from endeavouring to keep out of fight thoſe temporary inconveni- 
encies, which all muſt feel, more or leſs, and many to a very great 
and ſevere degree: but they are inconveniencies which we muſt en- 
dure, to prevent more ſerious evils, and will, no doubt, be borne 
with chearfulneſs, by every true lover of his country. ' Under 
Providence our ſafety is in our own hands. I truſt there will be 


no half meaſures, but by boldly looking at our ſttuation, we ſhall 


find our ſpirit and refources adequate to the wants of the nation and 
the importance of the criſis, 

After the indulgence I have experienced from your Lordſhips 
goodneſs, I will not treſpaſs farther on your time, than once more 
to call upon you for your ſupport of the motion that you- have this 
day heard fo ably made. | 

Earl FITZWILLIAM. My Lords, my concurrence with 
the addreſs ſhall not be withheld, on condition of allowing a trivial 
alteration in a few words. In every other reſpect my ſentiments are 
in uniſon with the noble Lord who juſt ſat down; and your Lord- 
ſhips will do me the juſtice to believe, that my ſentiments have, 
from the commencement of the war, never once varied. The ob- 
ject on its firſt appearance ſtruck me preciſely as it ever has done 
ſinee. Its afpe& has been uniform. Whatever ſhape it afſumed, 
to whatever point it tended, the principle was the ſame, compounded 
of the ſame ingredients, and in every direction productive of the 
fame effects. To every word; therefore, in the ſpeech, in the 
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addreſs, and in the declaration, which aim at the moſt diſtant con- 
nection with a ſyſtem thus hoſtile to both happineſs and human 
comfort, I am determined to give my decided negative, What 
terms can you make with a Government between which and you 
there are no common data. You have no medium of accceſs to 
the views and wiſhes of each other. It is not proper you ſhould. 
What is the object of their Government and ours? The ſame 
Juſt of univerſal empire which poiſoned and debaſed their old eſta- 
bliſhment, ſeems the only principle which diſtinguiſhes the new, 
Is it neceſſary to trace their revolutionary progreſs, or in what ſtage 
of it is not this charaQeriftic feature moſt prominent? Look at all 
their views,. their conqueſts, their intrigues, and their negotiations. 


Have theſe any other end or aim than the aggrandizement of 


France? How are the relations of peace and amity to be obtained 
or eſtabliſhed between nations thus at variance in pretenſions and 
ſpirit, in views and means, in what they would have and what they 
would be? The detail of the tranſactions mark their Jacobinical 
march over all the mounds of good order and political ſubordi nation. 

It might have been expected, after they had aboliſned Mo- 
narchy in all its parts and branches, and had fenced themſelves in 
their uſurpation with their decrees, their armies, and their tribu- 
nals, that they would have deſiſted from troubling their neighbours. 
But is it not evident that their original purpoſe is as ſtrong and as 
extenſive in its operation as ever in their very laſt actions? Ho- 
ever they have diſguiſed their intentions to their new friends, a very 
ſhort time has brought them into light. Only recollect the many 
fine ſpecches of liberty and equality with which the Dutch and all 
its dependencies have been amuſed. Have not all of theſe, more 
or leſs, been fulfilled ? And is there a people this day on earth in 
greater flavery than theſe infatuated States to their new maſters ? 
Have they not found how ill- exchanged our connection is for that of 
theſe Republicans ? By what are they gainers? How prepolte- 


rous to thiak of acquiring independence from thoſe who, after de- 


ſpoiling their own countrymen of their rights, iſſue forth the de- 
ſtroyers of whatever belongs to our common nature. And has it 
not been the ſame with all the allies they have been able to make ? 
With none of them have they ever fairly ſubitaatiated what they 
The ſtrict and cautious neutrality which Venice ob- 
Jerved, the complaiſance of Genoa for the French Government, 
were unable to prutect them from the rage of Jacobin proſelytiſm. 
They have fallen victims to the puſillanimity, or the prudence with 
which they acted. But it may be ſaid, that here a victorious army 
interfered, and in the exultation of victory eſſected changes which 
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might not have ariſen from the general politics of the French Go- 
vernment. The unexampled atrocities, however, the unjuſtifiable 
interference with the little State of Genoa, were the deliberate ef- 
fects of their deſolating and revolutionary ſyſtem. Diſorganization 
in all its extent has uniformly ſucceeded every eſtabliſhment they 
have been able to overthrow. They have indeed but one charac- 
ter, which diſcriminated them at the beginning, and has never fince 
changed, and in all probability never will. It is their own in- 
communicable prerogative, an incompatibility of coaleſcing with 
any other power whatever. In all their treaties this acccordingly 
is the paramount article. Tr is for the privilege of regenerating the 
Conſtitutions of other nations, and proſelyting the ſubjects of other 
States, that they threw away all their old forms of every quality 
and complexion for the ſubſtitution of an arrangement perfectly 
new, unknown, and untried ; that they burſt upon all the ſtates in 
their vicinity, and convulſed them with their enthuſiaſm, and that 
wherever they penetrated by art or arms the revolutionary mania 
followed them in its full effects From which of the moſt unculti- 
vated wilds, in the moſt barbarous countries, did ever ſwarms of 
ſuch banditti ifſue as has ifſued from the cultivated empire of 
France, and overſpread the ſurrounding kingdoms with madneſs and 
guilt? And is this the people with whom your Lordſhips are ready 
to make engagements? The character and tempers of their rulers 
evince what you have to expect from their warmeſt profeſſions. 
Theſe are probably formed on the ſpirit of the people, and within 
theſe two months have preſented to every humane and confiderate 
mind a moſt dreadful picture of hypocritical affeQation and uſurped 
extravagance, the cant of liberty and the horror of deſpotiſm. Ts 
not their late proſcription of no leſs than ſixty-five Deputies an in- 
ſtance of this predominating lawleſs propenfity? How much have 
they expoſed their abſurd conceptions of popular repreſentation. Of 
this primary principle in modern democracy, how much have they 
not boaſted, but in what inftance has it been realized? Is the ex- 
pulſion of ſuch a number of thoſe, legally choſen by their conſti- 
tuents, and - authoriſed to repreſent them in the great National 
Council, meant to exemplify their doctrine or to explain it? Does 
the equality they originally propoſed conſiſt of ſuch outrages on the 
rights and feelings of each other? And have we any reaſon what- 
ever to expect better uſage than is mutually adopted among them- 
ſelves ? Here, therefore, I am pledged to. your Lordſhips and the 
public to make no peace where peace is impracticable, where it can 
neither be honourable nor laſting ; where the party you cloſe with, 
only cloſe the more effectually to break on the firſt occafion that 
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offers, and either prove perfidious friends or implacable enemies. 
Your Lordſhips will of courſe have to conſider, whether it is not bet- 
ter to proſecute the war on the original ground of it, or by putting 
an end to the one, baſely relinquiſh the other. No one who ſeri- 
ouſly conſiders the matter carr be at a loſs to make his election in 
this alternative, Perſevere in the courſe you have commenced, 
and your efforts muſt be crowned with ſucceſs. The machinery is 
in motion which muſt eventually prevail. All the world are ſatis- 
fied of the reſponſibility of our funds, of their competency to all our 
exigencies, of their readineſs on every emergency. Let our reſources 
be compared with that of our adverſaries. "They are in fact with- 
out any reſource. All they have yet done, all the armies they have 
raifed, all the magazines they have filled, and all the treaſures they 
have expended, have been effected, not by any eſtabliſhed arrange- 
ment of finance, any ſy ſtem of efficient taxation, or any well-di- 
geſted plan of levying an equal contribution for ſupplying the pub- 
lic expenditure, but by an indiſcriminate application of the power 
they had uſurped, to make the property of individuals anſwerable to 
the exigence of the State. 'I his general appropriation of wealth 
may do for once, or be the expedicnt of a moment, but it cannot be 
a permanent reſource. And nothing proves to me their weakneſs 
more decidedly than their carrying on the public buſineſs by private 
property. It is blowing up the mine inſtead of working and carry- 
ing it to the coinage. But now how is it with our revenue? In 
fa, all its ſources have rather improved than diminiſhed fince the 
war. Our commerce is actually increafed and extended beyond all 
expectation. Where are not our manufactures exported ? In what 
ſea is not the Britiſh navy triumphant? The Spaniſh, the French, 
and the Dutch fleets have ſucceſſively acknowledged the ſuperiority 
of our flag. And are all theſe inſtances of our glory to be ſurren- 
dered for the amity of a Government incapable of accepting, ce- 
menting or realizing it? What do we gain by this heterogeneous 
connection? Are your Lordſhips in hopes of better treatment than 
any of their other allies? Have they not ſubverted the order pre- 
eſtabliſhed in all the connections they have formed? And will 
they reverence yours any longer than it is in their power to trample 
it under their feet? By what means can you deter them from this 
outrage, or bind them to regard as ſacred among us what they abo- 
liſhed among themſelves * It has always been my opinion that had 
our allies proved true to each other, had they been animated with as 
much zeal to defend as the French to attack, the whole fabric of re- 


gular focicty, the war had been haypily terminated long ago. But 
the cccentricities we had to repel have never been fairly met, We 


2 
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have ruined the cauſe we wiſhed to protect by our own miſmanage- 
ment, by want of magnanimity, by mutual jealoufly and inattention 
to the common ſpirit and principle which ought to have animated 
and knit us altogether in one heart and one aim. The deſertion of 
one led the way to that of another. But though left in the field 
alone, we occupy ſuch vantage ground as may enable us for a long 
time to come to hold them in perfect defiance. Is not the Em- 
peror a beacon to the people of this country? He who ought to 
have preſerved the empire from the dreadful inundation to which it 
is now expoſed by his new allies, who had ſo many reaſons for 
reſiſting the torrent that has ſo long threatened to overthrow his 
dominions ; inſtead of proving himſelf the father of his people, their 
hereditary head and protector, is actually, by the aſcendancy of the 
French in his councils, become their tool to Jacobiniſe his ſubjects. 
This is his fate, and the fate of all who have ſuffered themſelves to 
be the victims of this new policy. In proportion as your Lord- 
ſhips regard with veneration and patriotiſm our valuable liberties, as 
tranſmitted in purity to us by our anceſtors, you will reſiſt all terms 
of coaleſcence with this Regicide Government. Has not the ob- 
ject, as advanced by His Majeſty in a former ſpeech, that we fought 
for order, morality, and religion, the fame value in your eſtimation, 
and the ſame claim on your deciſion and exertion as ever? Your 
Lordſhips know how ſacred theſe ought to be to us all, and what in- 
fluence they are calculated to maintain in our individual and rela- 
tive ſtate; and for what, by preſſing a negotiation, would your 
Lordſhips exchange them? It merits deep and mature conſidera- 
tion, whether it becomes a great and free people to part with order, 
morality, and religion, for every ſpecies and degree of confuſion, 
mutual depredation and Atheiſm. Theſe are the ſentiments in 
which it has been my lot to contemplate the progreſs of theſe new- 
fangled principles. And it is now as much as ever my ſtedfaſt 
opinion that conſiſtently with our national dignity, with our Con- 
ſtitution, with the patriotiſm we ſeverally owe our country, our chil- 
dren, and our poſterity, with all our deareſt and beſt regards for the 
creed and independent ſentiments of our forefathers, we cannot 
agree to conditions of peace and amity with our enemies until the 
old Monarchy is reſtored, and an hereditary Sovereign re- inſtated in 
the Throne of his anceſtors! His Lordſhip concluded by moving, 
as an amendment, to leave out that part of the addreſs beginning 
with —“ require, and that while we participate with your Ma- 
* jeſty in the concern which your Majeſty feels at the failure of 
** your earneſt endeavours to procure for your People the bleſſings 
< of peace, we are fully confident, from the uniform tenor of your 
Vor. IV. N | 
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6 Majeliy's conduct, that every ſtep has been taken by your Ma- 
„ jeſty, which could tend to accelerate that object; and that it is to 
« the unwarrantable pretenſions, and inordinate ambition of the 
« enemy; and above all, to their inveterate animoſity againſt theſe 
« kingdoms, that the long delay and final rupture of the negotiation 
“% are to be aſcribed“ —and which, in his Lordſhip's opinion, 
went to acknowledge the juſtice and legality of the French Go- 
vernment. 

Lord GREN VILLE. In preſeming myſelf to your Lordſhips 
immediately after the noble Earl who has thought it right, I am 
ſure with the beſt intentions on his part, to move for leaving out a 


part of the addreſs that has been ſo ably moved and ſeconded, I by 


no means intend to offer any ſentiments in oppoſition to the well- 
grounded doctrines he has thrown out, with reſpect to the conduct 
of the French, and to the efficacy of their principles on the fate of 
Europe. On the contrary, I concur with the noble Earl in all that 
he has ſaid of the dreadful import of the ſyſtem which now tyran- 
nizes in France, not merely as it affects all foreign nations, but 
alſo, and chiefly, as it affects their own people. I agree with tlie 


noble Earl alſo in the idea that there is no ſafety for any people by 


being at peace with the French; for the dreadful picture which he 


has drawn of the horrible nature of their friendſhip, is juſtified by 
the hiſtory of the nations which they have ruined—but I carry my 
opinion ſo much father than the noble Earl, as I think that theſe 
_ calamities not merely flowed from their peace with France, but 


happened to them totally and altogether on that account. It was 
becauſe they were at peace with France; it was becauſe they ſought 
for ſafety in a temporiſing ſyſtem, as if it were poſlible to find ſafety 


by a diſhonourable and ignominious acquieſcence in ſuch principles. 


In my opinion the only ſafety to be obtained under ſuch a ſy ſtem is 
by an honourable peace or vigorous war. It is not by compromiſes, 
however humble; it is not by ſacrifices, however extravagant, that 
ſecurity can be obtained againſt ſuch a ſyſtem. It is only by a vi- 
gorous reſiſtance of their principles, a manly diſregard of their 
threats, and a zealous maintenance of our own principles, that we 
can ſecure to ourſclves the bleſſings of our eſtabliſhed Government; 
but acting on theſe ideas, and truſting to our own genuine vigour, I 
differ from the noble Earl fo far as that I believe that even with 
the French Republic, as now conſtituted, peace upon theſe 2 
may be both practicable and permanent. It may be obtained, 
my mind, upon conditions conſiſtent with the honour and ſafety of 
the empire, and ſuch as no man, whatever may be his feelings, 
need diſdain to embrace: but I perfectly agree with the noble Eat! 
98 | 2 
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0 that we can look for no ſafety by following the conduct of thoſe 
1 powers that have ſought it in ignominious ſubmiſſion. It is not by 
my ſacrifices of principle, not by aequĩdſeence, not by yielding point after 
| point, but by a regular, temperate, and firm maintenance of our juſt 
55 rights and dignity, that we can ſecure ourſelves againſt the peril of 
hs the torrent of French inundation. 

12 [ think, my Lords, that I have ſaid all that is neceſſary in an- 
; ſwer to the noble Earl's obſervations on this part of the ſubject: 
22 but the noble Earl choſe to refer to ſome words of a declaration of 
pans the King, made in the commencement of this conteſt, as if His 
mg Majeſty's Miniſters had departed from the line of politics pointed 
by out therein. I think the noble Earl has not been altogether cor- 
ell- rect in this reference. I have in no idea varied, and the reſt of His 
857 Majeſty's ſevants have in no idea varied from the words of the de- 
0 claration to which the noble Earl alluded. At no time fince the 
that commencement of the war have His Majeſty's Miniſters declared 
_ that no peace could or ought to be made with the Republic. All 
out that they afferted in that declaration to which the noble Earl has 
| the alluded, and which is farther proved by the whole tenor of the 
I conduct which His Majeſty has been adviſed to hold, is that they 
q * thought peace was more likely to be permanent if France ſhould 

, happily return to a regular government. It was never ſaid that 
But peace was not practicable under the new order of things, but that 
theſe certainly it would be better made and more likely to be durable, 
ant under the Monarchy, I beg, therefore, that the noble Earl will 
| ew cxamine with attention our former declarations, and compare them 
us with the preſent, that he may ſatisfy his fair and honourable mind 
ſafety of the conſiſtency of our conduct; we have been uniform through- 
__ out; we are eager only to ſecure to this country peace upon condi- 
25 1 tions which ſhall be independent of any exiſting order of things in 
a. France, and however we may have preferred to treat with one kind 
y of government to another, we have never made any one kind of 
* government a 75 ine qua non of negociation. 
£ On the main ſubje& of His Majeſty's ſpecch from the Then 

2 Xs it is impoſſible for me to add any thing to what has been ſo elo- 
ment quently ſaid by the noble Peers who moved and ſeconded the ad- 
. » Wl £15 They have fo forcibly expreſſed the ſentiments which I 
3 feel, and I think have ſo perfectly ſecured the approbation of your 
2 Lordſhips to the addreſs itſelf, that it would be equally vain and 
2x4 c Impoſſible for me to add any thing to what they have ſaid. I rejoice 
* in the unanimity which is likely to prevail this day, it is the moſt 
m_ critical and the moſt awful period that the hiſtory of England ever 


witncfled, and at no moment was the unanimous declaration of a 
N 2 x 
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determined ſpirit to ſupport His Majeſty in the meaſures eſſential to 
national proſperity more incumbent upon us than at preſent. If 
the addreſs could be made more clear, more deciſive upon this point, 
by leaving out the words to which the noble Earl objects, I would 
be the firſt to agree with him in the amendment to that purpoſe. 
T truſt it is the object of us all explicitly to declare, that we will 
never compromiſe nor ſurrender the juſt claims of England, that we 
will never ſeck for peace by ſacrifices that are inconſiſtent with our 
true ſafety. But, my Lords, not thinking that the ſpirit of the de- 
claration is weakened, by manifeſting a deſire for peace upon ho- 
nourable and juſt principles, I muſt object to the motion of the no- 
ble Earl, and vote for the addreſs as it has been fo ably propoſed. 
The Marquis of LANSDOWN. My Lords, I do not riſe to 
offer my feeble oppoſition to the addrefs that has been propoſed. I 
know how illuſory and how vain it would be for me to flatter my- 
ſelf with the preſumption, that any thing which I can offer would 
avail in this moſt perilous and moſt awful moment? When I ſec 
the Houſe deſerted by all thoſe noble Peers whoſe juſt influence is 
ſupported by great ability and by powerful eloquence, I cannot hope 
that any thing coming from abilities like mine can have weight upon 
you; but, my Lords, however weak my voice, however feeble my 
talents, I conceive it to be my duty to exert them in the way which 
I think may the beſt conduce to the object which I have in view, 
that of arreſting you in a career that leads to death. In the ſhort 
interval between life and death, brought as wc are to the brink of 
that moſt dreadful precipice, which noble Lords have ſo juſtly de- 
plored, I yet think it right, fingle as I am, to raiſe my warning 
voice, and to fave you if poſſible from the abyſs. The abſence of 
the noble Lords, though it has not ſurpriſed me, afflicts my heart: 
I am not ſurprized, my Lord, becauſe I do not know whether it is 
not even a wiſe, a falutary and a patriotic meaſure ; far be it from 
me to arraign them, it is a meaſure upon which I have often con- 
templated myſelf with ſeriouſneſs, and which I have more than 
once thought of adopting. For what, my Lords, avails it, for a 
few men, unſupported by public opinion, to ſpend their breath here 
againſt a ſyſtem which is not to be aflailed by wiſdom nor moved by 
patriotiſm ; which repoſes itſelf on other baſes than diſcuſſion, ex- 
perience and truth ? I have no doubt, therefore, but that theſe no- 
ble perſons have declined their attendance upon conſiderations, 
ſtrong and weighty, upon principles of conſcience and rectitude, and 
that their abſence may do more to awaken you to ſeriouſneſs and to 
reflection, than all they could have done by fine harangues and by 
declamation, however lofty, and however impreſſive. My Lords, 
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if I come down thus fingle, it is not from any motive of ſelf-conceit, 
it is not, I repeat it, becauſe I think that any thing which I have to 
ſay, will work upon your minds, but becauſe I think the times 
themſelves demand from every man cxertion in every way in which 
it is poſſible, demand from yourſelves the ſurrender of thoſe preju- 
dices which have hitherto made you deaf to the danger that ſur- 
rounds, and demand from all partics the forgetfuineſs of what is 
paſt, that we may now come to contemplate with ſerious minds the 
peril of our ſituation. It is this, my Lords, that induces me yet to 
trouble you with my faint, perhaps my unavailing voice. Ahe 
declaration, and what a declaration! has made a moſt ſerious im- 
preſſion upon me ; unaccompanied as it is with the documents, I 
read it with a perfect confidence in the main facts which it. ſtates. 
If one quarter of thoſe facts be true, and that they are J have not 
the flighteſt inclination to diſbelieve, what do they prove? That 
the French Directory have no intention to make peace with you; not 
merely that they have no intention to make peace with you, but they 
are alieniſed and hoſtile to the Government of this country? My 
Lords, this is a moſt ſerious and a moſt important matter, for then 
comes the great queſtion, what are we to do in ſuch a predicament ? 
The noble Earl fays, continue the war! I aſk you, how are you 
to continue it? I leave all that has been ſaid about Geneva, and 
Genoa, and the other ſtates who have ſuffered from the conduct of 
France, to men better acquainted with the circumſtances. We 
have nothing to do with theſe details. Our caſe is not parallel. 
Grcat Britain is not to be put on a footing with the petty ſtates which 
the drunkenneſs of the French Revolution has diſturbed, and we 
ought not to be diverted from the contemplation of our own eaſe 
by ſuch references. I leave them, along with all the books and 
ſpeeches of prediction about the impoſlibility of the French con- 
tinuing their ſyſtem, which have ſo long and fo fatally deluded your 
Lordſhips. We are come now to that point, when we are doomed 
to act by ourſelves, and I need tot tell your Lordſhips, that through 
the whole of this buſineſs it has been the invariable principle of 
thoſe who have carricd on the war, that we could not make any 
effectual impreſſion on France without a Continental ally. If this 
be true, what ſhall we now do when the French have made a Jaco- 
bin of the Emperor? can we go on without an ally for any pur- 
poſe of offence f We cannot hope to recover the King of Pruiſia 
as an ally; there is little chance of rekindling in his breaſt the flame 
of romance that has now burned in us for tive years ; he long ago 
had wiſdom to quit the ſcene, and now we find, that even the Em- 
peror has withdrawn. I hope, however, that we ſhall find him 
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a man of honour in his engagements, and that the money which 
was advanced in this country, which our Miniſters have conſtantly 
declared was not a ſubſidy, but a ſolemn loan, will be paid with 
punQuality and honour. The ſurmiſes that I have heard, I muſt 
therefore diſregard. * But, my Lords, what I in particular defire to 
preſs on your conſideration is, that your are now called upon to perſe- 
vere in the conteſt, without the means which have ſo frequently 
been ſtated as eſſential to its ſucceſs. It is for your Lordſhips to 
ſtop and inquire with what wiſdom you are now to open this new 
career. The noble Lord ſays, that our means are-flouriſhing in 
conſequence of our increaſed trade. Are they ſo? Is the noble 
Lord furniſhed with anthentic documents of this fact? I ſhall be 
really rejoiced to hear that this lofty aſſertion, which I ſee alſo 
makes a part of the ſpecch, can be proved ; I have not had oppor- 
tunity to ſee any papers that can ſatisfy me on the ſubject. What 
J have ſeen are directly the reverſe. The papers that I have ſeen 
reſpecting the ſtate of the trade with Portugal, and the wine trade, 
give me proofs of a moſt lamentable decay ; it is not merely that 
they are not productive, which is a looſe and unqualified expreſſion, 
but they are extremely deficient. It is not then, becauſe our ſailors 
have conquered, and becauſe we have moſt gloriouſly demonſtrated 
to all the world the charaQter of our natural ſtrength, that therefore 
we are provided with the means of carrying on an offenſive war 
againſt France without a Continental ally. Our failors indeed have 
maintained the glory of our maritime empire; they have ſhown the 
true v:s anime of the Britiſh marine, which like the natural ſtrength 
of youth, in a caſual ſickneſs, reſiſts all the blunders of his phyſi- 


cian; but great and glorious as our naval exploits have been, what 


can it do for us in ſuch a conteſt? They make us maſters of the 
ſea indeed, but where ſhall we land? We have the ſcas of Europe, 
and France has its ports? It is neceſſary to the circuit of commerce, 
that not merely the ſcas ſhould be open but the markets. What then 
is our relative ſituation ?—we have ſhips that traverſe and command 
the ocean, the French have armies that traverſe and command the 
ſhores. From Paris to Hamburgh on the one ſide, from Paris to 
Liſbon on the other, they occupy, and they will occupy, every 
point of contact with the main land of Europe. A Duncan and a 
St. Vincent may ſweep them from the ſeas, and achieve for their 
country and their own names immortal honour ; but what will all 
this avail us towards offenſive war? Are we to have new revolu- 
tions; are we to look to new ſchemes of deſcent ; are we ſo little 
chaſtiſed in the ſchool of adverſity as yet to cheriſh the hopes of in- 
vaſion of France? How are we to do it? Is it by baloons? I. 
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have heard of no recent invention which is honoured with the ap- 


, probation of the War- Office for the conqueſt of France. But, my f | 
4 Lords, do we yet talk of a counter-revolution after all the experi- 'Þ 
it ence that we have had; are we yet weak enough to cheriſh this puerile 4 
a expectation? If you are, I would refer your Lordſhips to a moſt 1 
ä able pamphlet written by a late Comptroller General of France. 1 
2 The authority of this writer, ſpeaking contrary to his wiſhes, ought ip 
4 to have weight. He ſtates admirably well the ſituation into which 110 
bY you have driven France, and he expoſes and ridicules the nonſenſe Gig 
with which Wwe have been ſo long duped and deluded about their NM 
le inability to continue the ſtruggle. All the nonſenſe about aſſignats + 
5 and mandats, with which my ears have been ſtunned in this Houſe, Hh 
0 for I profeſs to God, my Lords, that I have frequently gone from 1 65 
A this Houſe ſo ſtunned and dumb-founded with aſſignats and man- 65 
A dats, that I have not been able to return to my repoſe. But Monſieur Tha! 
A de Calonne ſays, with truth, that all our driving produced the con- 1 
6 trary effect to what we intended; that it is quite ridiculous to talk 34 
th about the property of a nation where all its property is afloat. Its 3 
1 very paper, which we idly looked up to as the pregnant ſource of Bp 
"og its ruin, was not merely a genuine ſource for the time that it laſted, . 
* but by our attacks upon it became the principle of ſalvation to 1 
8 France. It worked out its own cure; and France, from having | [ j 
_ more paper than all the world put together, has now leſs than this A 
_ country. Such is the declaration of this ingenious man, and ſuch is j 4 
* his confeſſion of former error. My Lords, I am t come here to give hy 
* my opinion in the ſpirit of a Frenchman! I am no i α Tam op 
4 no Jacobin ! But in this moſt dreadful crifis, if I could ſuggeſt any 1 
al means that might tend to correct the folly of our ſyſtem and to check 8 
5 the fatality of our career, I feel it my duty to do ſo. I profeſs to God I 
I know but one means and one chance for ſafety. I ſee but one | 

a powerful reſource left to the nation, and it is a change of Miniſters. 
* : I yet have confidence that this reſource will be tried. His Majeſty 
* has now reigned over us thirty- ſeven years ; no man has a greater 
* knowledge of the character of the people of England than His Ma- 

8 jeſty. In the Chief Magiſtrate of ſuch a Government as ours it is 
47 not great talerits are required ſo much as that plain integrity and hu- 
"pa mane attention to the good of his people which rejects all conſider- 
* ations of a perſonal kind, and ſecks only for their happineſs and | 

all ſafety. In this view I cannot deſpair of the public weal, fince, if 
_ His Majeſty will enter into the ſerious inquiry of the moſt likely 
* means to reſtore to his kingdoms the bleſſings of peace, he muſt ſee, 

8 and every honeſt man whom he conſults will tell him, that a change 


1 of his Miniſters is the moſt likely means of accompliſhing that de- 
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firable object. For, let us ſuppoſe how the Directory of France 
muſt argue with reſpect to the preſent Miniſters of England. It is 
a principle with me, and I know that it is fit and prudent for all 
men to do the ſame, whenever I have a diſpute to ſettle with a per- 
fon, I endeavour to put myſelf into his ſituation, and to argue the 
caſe as it is likely that he will argue it. By this means I am likely to 
correct my own views of the ſubject, to ſubdue my own paſſions, 
and to diſcuſs the queſtion with fairneſs and impartiality. In this 
manner let us ſuppoſe what muſt be the train of reaſoning in the 
mind of the Directory of France. Muſt they not ſpeak in ſome- 
thing like this ſtrain? We have ſucceeded in convincing all the 
powers on the Continent of Europe of the folly of the cruſade they 
undertook againſt us; we have added more to the empire of France 
than ever the mind of Cardinal Richelieu conceived ; we have mag- 
nified the power of our country upon the baſis which gave occaſion 
to the war; we are young in the enjoyment of our liberties, and 
all the means of a youthful Government are in our hands ; but 
what remains ? One power only under hot-headed councils perſiſts 
in its attack upon us, and ſends forth declarations againſt us, charg- 
ing us with every ſpecies of atrocity, and denouncing us to all the 
world as the authors of the war that has fo long deluged it in blood. 
We, who only wanted liberty, have conquered the powers who 
wanted plunder, and have aggrandized ourſelves at the expence of 
our aſſailants. One only of the confederacy, continues obſtinately 
bent on our ruin, and though ſhe has failed in ſtirring up others 
2gainſt us, ſtil] rails at our Government in paper declarations. And 
this power that thus perſeveres againſt us is brought by this very 
obſtinacy to embarraſſments which it can neither palliate nor con- 
ceal. It ſtands on a tottering baſe. The very ſhadow of a deſcent 
upon Ireland convu.ſed its Bank, and at the very moment that it 
thus threatens to pour forth its vengeance upon us, it is ready to 
fink under the efforts it has already made. What then, after hav- 
ing freed ourſelves from thoſe powers at our door, who could really 
attack us, ſhall we yield to this inſulated foe that has no armies with 
which it can wound us? Are we tamely to ſubmit to their repeated 
imputations, and are their menaces of ſtarvation and extermination to 
diſturb our march? They mean our overthrow, and this is the 
true motive of their conduct. Even in aſking for peace, they mean 
hoſtility. They ſeek only for a peace that ſhall be an armiſtice, in 
which they are to take breath, and attack us to more advantage 
again. No! they are inſincere. They are our only enemy, and 
the preſent is the moment for us to ſave France from their deſigns!” 
It is poſfible, my Lords, that a Member of the Directory may in- 
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dulge himſelf in language ſo vehement as this, and which thovgh 
it cannot be juſtified, has unfortunately too much truth on its fide. 
If His Majeſty ſhould converſe with any plain, ſenſible and honeſt 
men upon the ſubject, what muſt be their advice * That to ſay no 
worſe, his ſervants had been hot- headed and intemperate; that their 
reſolutions had been unſteady, their conduct er their mea- 
ſures contradictory, their cauſe without principle, their proceeding 
without plan; that they had never been able to ſatisfy the thinking 
part of the nation as to the wiſdom, the neceſſity, or the juſtice of 
the war; nor had they been able to ſatisfy even thoſe who approved 
of the motive of the war, with the vigour, the prudence, or the 
economy of its conduct; they would fay that the French Directory 
had too much reaſon for their ſuſpicions of our ſincerity, even in our 
profeſſions of peace. In all the initances where Commiſſioners had 
been appointed to negotiate, a dark underhand game was played, 
which contradicted the public profeſſion of the Britiſh Cabinet. 

Thus when a Commiſſioner was ſent to Switzerland, and that Mr. 

Wickham opened a correſpondence with the French, they diſcovered 
that it was only for the purpoſe of negotiating a loan. Again, when 
my Lord Malmeſbury was fent to Paris, they diſcovered that while 
we were thus making profeſſions of peace in Paris, we were nego- 
tiating a hoſtile treaty with Ruſſia ; and laſt of all, our negotiation 
at Liſle was accompanied. by that counter-revolutionary inſurrection 

in the interior of France, which produced the convulfion of the 4th 
of September, and in which they affect to ſay, that they diſcovered 
the inſidious hand of the Engliſh Miniſter. - My Lords, I do not 

preſume to ſpeak from any perſonal knowledge on this ſubject ; but, 

he muſt be wilfully blind who does not fee that the French charge 

our Miniſters with the fact, and that our declaration is ſtudiouſly 

ſhy of difproving the charge. Yet you cannot avoid obſerving that 

up to the 4th of September, the negotiation continued ; but on the 

burſting of that volcano, the conferences broke up. What then 
would an honeſt adviſer of His Majeſty ſay ? but, that Miniſters 

who had thus conducted themſelves, and who had thus exaſperated 

the enemy, were leſs likely than other men to procure peace for the 
country. They would adviſe him at leaſt to try the expedient, they 

would deprive the enemy of the advantage which they now poſſeſs, 
of aſſerting with a colour of probability, that the war is continued 
only becauſe the Miniſters of His Britannic Majeſty are inſidious and 
inſincere. 
If I am aſked upon what line and baſis a peace ought to be 

concluded, I can only fay, that provided it is concluded in the ſpirit 


of prace, I would not be very anxious to ſpecify the conditions: 
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I do not think that mere colonics, either Eaſt Indian or Weſt In- 
dian, a ſufficient argument for the continuance of war, not even 
Trincomale itſelf. As to our Weſt- India ſettlements, the events 
that have recently happened, have materially changed our policy 
with regard to them. When we enjoyed all their conſumptien, it 
was very different ; but now that is, in a great meaſure, transferred 
to America, and when the enlightened ſpirit of humanity has done 
fo much towards the emancipation of the negro flaves, and that the 
French Revolution has introduced the principles of inſubordination 
into thoſe iſlands, I would not contend for a ſingle day about 
any object in the Weſt Indies : the value of thoſe colonies is very 
much leſſened, indeed, to England. As to the Cape of Good 
Hope, about which ſo many lofty expeQations were formed, on that 
alſo our ideas are corrected ; the whole is found to be a dream. I 
have reaſon to know, that the men who arc the moſt ardent in their 
expactations about the Cape, are now convinced that it would be 
not only uſeleſs but inconvenient to keep it. "The whole, then, is 
reduced to Trincomale ; and though I own that Trincomale is of 
enormous value to the defence of our Eaſt- Indian empire, and that 
it is a thing which we ought to negotiate for, and to get, if we can; 
yet it ſurely is not worth the continuance of a war. We gained our 
empire in the Eaſt without Trincomale; we have taken Trinco- 
male before now, and given it up; and I am not for incurring 
another campaign that will coſt us thirty millions, for the ſake of 
this ſettlement. This is my opinion, and I throw it forth without 
heſitation. Let us come to our ſenſes; our ſyſtem ought to be 
purely defenſive ; a defenſive war is not a great evil to this country, 
compared with that which we have been doomed to endure. But 
let us above all regain the opinion of Europe ; we have loſt it by 
our intemperance, our pride, and our rapacity. Let us proclaim 
freedom to neutral nations ; we ſhall be forced to do it, and that 
with an ill grace ; the preſent is the moment favourable to concili- 
ation. If thus we recognize the commercial freedom of the world, 
we ſhall be the firſt to profit from the grand and generous ſyſtem. 
Our means for a defenfive ſyſtem are, indeed, large; theſe our nau- 
tical ſkill, and our nautical capital, if I may be allowed the phraſe, 
would maintain to us the true ſovereignty of the ſeas, for it would 
ſecure to us the empire of its commerce. To this I would ſuggeſt 
the important duty of a thorough examination of our expences 
through all their details, and of our abuſes through all their gra- 
dations : there are other things that muſt alſo enter into this plan, 
and which will naturally ſuggeſt themſelves to every mind. We 
have not merely Europe to conciliate, we have alſo to conciliate at 
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home ; we muſt ſatisfy the minds of the people. I need not tell 
you, my Lords, that parts of this empire are convulſed to the 
heart ; you will naturally feel that I turn my eye to the ſtate of 
Ireland, from which all public information is barred ; but you 
muſt not ſhut your minds againſt it, it preſſes too forcibly upon 
you for refiſtance. I have ſeen letters from a noble perſon worthy 
of the higheſt conſideration which give this emphatical deſcription 
of the preſent ſtate of Ireland: “ Ireland is quiet indeed; but it 
is the quiet which reigns on board of a tender under the manage- 
ment of a preſs. gang.” I have ſeen alſo a letter in an evening 
print, The Courier, which loudly calls upon your Lordſhips' at- 
tention. It gives ſuch a deſcription of the horrors that reign in 
Ircland, as, if true, ought inſtantly to call for redreſs. I am con- 
vinced that, if this ſubje& is not immediately taken up, that we ſhall 
have but one alternative, a federal union, or a ſeparation. My 
Lords, the caſe is imminent. I ſpeak as no party man on the 
ſubject ; ſecure to me my property and my quiet. The people 
who are to be governed have a right to both; and I ſee no means 
of reſtoring the people to the ſecurity of property, and the ſatisfae- 
tion of repoſe, but by making peace with that mighty people, who, 
to the enthuſiaſm of liberty, have all the reſources of a nation yet 
before them. They are not exhauſted as we are ; they have not 
run through all the clafles of taxation; the combat is unequal, and 
I dread the event. Peace is neceſſary to our deliverance, by that 
we may leſſen our expences, not, as it is vainly held out in the 
ſpecch ; for ſo long as the war laſts, the enemy is the arbiter of 
your expence— but by a well- conſtructed and a folid peace, you may 
pave the way for the amelioration of your internal ſtate. You may 
ſatisfy the people that their repreſentation is ſubſtantial and effica- 
cious to its purpoſe, not by giving to them the bubble of univerſal 
ſuffrage, a thing which no man that uſes the term has ever been 
able juſtly to define, much leſs to reconcile with common ſenſe and 
practice, but to ſatisfy them by gradual reforms growing out of the 
Conſtitution itſelf. I ſay gradual reforms, for God forbid that any 
other but gradual reform ſhould ever be countenanced in England. 
My Lords, I have done. I had ſome intentions of putting ſome 
words into the ſhape of an amendment, but I knew it was uſeleſs. 
I ſee no good that can be obtained in that way. I have now, for 
forty years, ſeen the fate of them in the two Houſes of Parliament. 
I louk to another quarter for our remedy. We have a Prince of 
experience on the Throne; he has friends who are capable of giving 
him ſound and ſerious advice. It is, perhaps, come to the critical 
ute when acting on their counſel, he may yet reſcue us from t 
O 2 
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tate that impends over our heads. May God grant that we ſhall 
ſtill owe to his paternal care the national ſafety. 

Lord MULGRAVE faid, that notwithſtanding a very patient, 
and he did hope an impartial attention to the ſpeech, and the topics 
contained in the ſpeech of The laſt noble ſpeaker, he yet found him- 
ſelf not prepared to concur with him in any one of his arguments, 
nor in the concluſions he had drawn from them. Noble Lords had 
that night heard much faid of the impoſſibility of carrying on the 
preſent war without an ally, and the noble Marquis, Lanſdown, urged 
the declarations of His Majeſty's Miniſters formerly as auxiliary 
proofs of the truth of the political dogma. But he {Lord Mul- 
grave) thought otherwiſe. It was, indeed, true, that originally and 
early in the conteſt, the varied and prodigious efforts of the common 
enemy; their publicly declared hoſtility to the religion, the govern- 
ments, the crowns, and the venerable eſtabliſhments of Europe, had 
neceſſarily provoked an extenſive, gigantic coalition againſt them, but 
time had ſoftened thofe paſſions which had given birth to theſe enor- 
mities, and the coalition againſt them gradually vaniſhed. The 
neceſixty that exiſted then for our carrying on war without ſome ally, 
Had now, however ceaſed, and we were to ſeck in the dignity, the 
courage, and the reſources of the country, the means of repetling, or 
treating with the common enemy. He would aſk—* Are we in- 
dependent or not?” If independent, it ſurely could not well accom- 
modate itſelf to the feelings of noble Lords, to the diſtinguiſhed 
Peers of a mighty empire, to be now reduced, with their country, to 
a ſtate of vaſſalage. Such would be the condition of a country, whoſe 
inhabitants could only defend themſelves in conjunction with an 
ally. For to be unable to defend themſelves without one, would 
be to depend wholly on an ally for protection. But, continued his 
Lordſhip, we have in our extending and flouriſhing commerce, in 
our vaſt and triumphant navy—the means of ſecurity and ultimate 
triumph over our inveterate enemies. On our commerce, on our 
navy, on the brave men who conduct our fleets to victory, we have 
to rely, and not on any ally, however powerful and well diſpoſed to 
ſuſtain that auguſt character. The noble Marquis (Lanſdown) has, 
however, contended moſt ſtrenuouſly, that we cannot proceed in the 
war in which we are engaged, with any profpe& or well-founded 
hope of ſucceſs, without an ally; and he has founded this his aſſer- 

tion on what he has been pleaſed to denominate an accurate labo- 

rious reſearch into the ſtate of the financial reſources of France, com- 

paring the reſult of his reſearches with what he knew of the reſources 

of our own country. But, continued his Lordſhip, if the noble 

Marquis had as accurately and laboriouſly — the financial 
ot 
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affairs of France, as he ſeems to have done thoſe of this country, 
he could not hereby have failed to diſcover that her reſources are 
more limited, more precarious, and therefore leſs the ſubject of con- 
fident aſſertion, of prophetic deelamation, than the more extenſive, 
permanent; and productive refources of the Pritiſh empire. The 
noble Marquis did not, however, ſeem at all times alike willing to 
turn his eyes to the enemy, and its difficulties, as to the fancied ruined 
ſtate of this country. But, ſaid Lord Mulgrave, I am far from 
conſidering England ruined : ſhe is capable of vaſt and vigorous 
exertions, and noble Lords will do well not to abandon themſelves 
to childiſh, ill- founded fears, in a eriſis undoubtedly of difficulty, 
but not of danger. Still peace was defirable, and every exertion 
which wiſdom could ſuggeſt, and that did not reproach our glory 
and honour as a nation, ſaid his Lordſhip, ought to be employed in 
order to obtain it. The noble Marquis had dwelt at ſome length 
on the conduct of His Majelty's Miniſters ; he had afferted, that 
with them no peace could be procured, but that without them, it 
was probable the enemy would liſten to ſuch terms of peace as 
ſhould not be difgraceful to us as a nation. Now, obſerved his Lord- 
ſhip, if any noble Lord, if the noble Marquis himſelf can prove, 
that by a change of Adminiſtration the enemy would alter its tone, 
and the nature and extent of its pretenſions, he himſelf would rea- 
dily vote for a change, and he ſhould think, that if Miniſters con- 
tinued one hour in office after the production of ſuch a proof, they 
would be undeſerving the confidence of that Houſe and of the 
Country. They would not for one moment enjoy his. But his 
Lordſhip was far from imagining that more talent, more virtue, or 
more wiſdom, could be colleced and formed into an Adminiftra- 
tion, from the moſt diſtinguiſhed claſſes 'of fociety than were to be 
met with among the preſent, Miniſtry. Even the noble Marquis 
himſelf, who undoubtedly poſſeſſed great and ſplendid talents, and 
was much experienced in official duties, appeared to him as incapa- 
ble of producing the changes in the diſpoſitions of the enemy, of 
which their Lordſhips had heard ſo much that night. | Here Lords 
Mulgrave and Lanſdown entered into a ſhort explanation. It was 
occafioned by Lord Mulgrave having faid, that the noble Marquis, 
in the courſe of his ſpeech, had aſſerted, that he not only ſpoke his 
own ſentiments, but thoſe of noble Lords who were abſent This 
Lord Lanſdown confidered a miſtatement of his words.] Lord 
Mulgrave proceeded : he ſaid, that the noble Marquis had, in the 
courſe of his eloquent ſpeech that night, favoured their Lordſhips 


with the manifeſto of the Executive Directory of France. He had 


aſſumed to himſelf the high and mighty fituation of a French Di- 
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rector, and been the ſelf-created organ of ſuch a character. In his 
new garb, the noble Marquis had —it was matter of courſe that he 
ſhould have diſplayed ſome of the arrogance, and been, perhaps, ac- 
curate in his delineation of the part uſually performed by a Merlin 
or a Barras. He had ſaid, that, as a Member of that Directory, 
he would ſay to the Miniſtry of Great Britain, «© You menace us 
with an offenſive war, to be carried on againſt us with all the aQi- 
vity, and with all the zeal, which has ever diſtinguiſhed your naval 


efforts. Be it ſo; but it will in our turn, be our only and conſtant. 


care to preſent your fleets with a line of coaſt invulnerable to their 


. moſt inveterate, perſevering efforts. Ours ſhall be a ſyſtem of de- 


fenſive warfare ; thus, while your cruizers and fleets are maimed, 
and baffled by the elements or unavailing expeditions, we ſhall 
poſſeſs entire command over our internal reſources, and be able, in 
many inſtances, to import into our cities the varied productions of 
the globe. A defenſive war will thus preſerve our domeſtic tran- 
quillity, bat diſturb and diſtract yours.” It was in words ſuch as 
theſe that, continued Lord Mulgrave, the noble Marquis exprefled 
himſelf in his new eharacter. Such was the manifeſto he had 
framed for the Executive Directory of France; and it could not 
be deemed an unwiſe one. For, faid his Lordſhip, among men 
of my profeſſion, a defenſive war is ever conſidered as being preg- 
nant with the means of deſtruction to thoſe againſt whom it is waged. 
True, the converſe of this propoſition applies equally to all coun- 
tries; and we ourſelves, by adopting a war in its nature altogether 
defenſive, may expect to ſucceed in the end more in humbling the 
enemy, than we could juſtly anticipate as the reſult of any other 
ſyſtem. To this expectation might, indeed, be oppoſed, though 
not fairly, the terrible example of an offenſive war, the moſt tre- 
mendoufly vigorous that ever nations waged againſt any individual 
power. It might be urged, that as we failed of ſucceſs while yet 
allied with ſome of the moſt warlike and valiant nations of Europe, 
no defenſive war could ever humble a people who had fo broken 
and fo diſſipated that league formed to deſtroy them. Into this ſub- 
ject, however, his Lordſhip ſaid he would not then go more at large. 
Still he was ſatisfied that the only means of bringing the enemy 
within the ſcale of reaſon were to be found in a defenſive war. 
When the noble Marquis faid that the Cape of Good Hope, Trin- 
comale, and Ceylon, were unimportant poſſeſſions, productive only 
of national diſtreſs, inaſmuch as they were national burdens ; when, 
faid Lord Mulgrave, theſe points were agitated, I felt myſelf, your 
Lordſhips beſt know whether naturally, ſomewhat warmed, and 
xeady to diſſent from the propoſition, If it were true that thoſe 
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France; but is it not ſtrange that the Directory in their manifeſto, 
inſiſt upon their reſtoration as valuable colonies, not as the terms of 
peace, but as the price of negotiation ? Every view which I am at 
this moment able to take of the relative fituations of the two coun- 
tries; of the French, haughty, inſulent, and, as foes, inveterate and 
inſatiable ; qualities which even the noble Marquis himſelf ſeems 


at length to have diſcovered in them; obliges me to recommend the 


proſecution of the war with renewed vigour ; and if noble Lords 
who now hear me, if the country, be jealous of its rights, and de- 
fire ſincerely to preſerve and defend the Conſtitution, they will not, 


| in a conjuncture like the preſent, withhold their confidence and 


ſupport from Miniſters. 

The queſtion being put on Lord Fitzwilliam's motion, it was 
negatived. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſaid, that he would not have at- 
tended the Houſe that night, had not his hereditary ſituation (Earl 
Marſhal) impoſed it upon him as a duty ; yet as this had been the 
caſe, he could not reſiſt a wiſh which had entered his mind, of 
making one-or two remarks on what had fallen from the noble 
Lord (Mulgrave). That noble Lord had ſaid, that he confidered 
his Majeſty's preſcnt Miniſters as able, as virtuous, and worthy of 
confidence as any ſet of men that could be colleQed from the elaſſes 
of which ſociety was compoſed. * As for myſelf,” ſaid the noble 


Duke, „I give them no credit either for great talents or great 


virtues.” They tell us, that they have uſed all conſiſtent and ho- 
nourable endeavours to procure peace, yet, after a victory the moſt 
brilliant, but deſperate, that ever adorned our annals, Miniſters ſeem 


not to poſſeſs the calm and ſettled paſſions of lovers of peace, but 


the ſtormy, turbulent paſſions of minds projecting war. The noble 
Duke regretted, that after crippling the flect of one enemy, and 
leaving their commerce in an almoſt unprotected ſtate, the ardour 
for negotiation ſhould have ceaſed, and war alone make the theme 
of Miniſterial declamation. But it had long been unuſual with his 


Grace to regard their profeſſions as thoſe of men ſincere in their 


wiſhes. © Nevertheleſs,” ſaid the noble Duke, I am ready to 
allow, that from the declaration which Government recently pub- 
liſhed, a paper in which ſome ſtrong and well-exprefſed arguments 
would be found, —the French in their conduct during the negotia- 
tion at Liſle, had well merited the epithet, applied to them in that 
ſtate paper, and that they were in the wrong. But (ſaid his Grace), 
while Miniſters were proving that the enemy were wrong, it was 
incumbent upon them to prove alfo that they were themſelves in 
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the right. In the declaration his Grace had met with one paſſage 
which conveyed to his mind the boldeſt and moſt explicit ſtatement 
of topics in themſelves truly intereſting, yet unaccompanied by the 
documents which are always neceſſary to ſuſtain facts.“ 

Here his Grace read from the declaration as follows : 

« He” [His Majeſty] © directed his Miniſter to repair to 
France, furniſhed with the moſt ample powers, and inſtructed to 
communicate at once, an explicit and detailed propoſal and plan of 
peace, reduced into the ſhape of a regular treaty, juſt and moderate 
in its principles, embracing all the intereſts concerned, and extended 
to every ſubject connected with the reſtoration of public tranquil- 
lity. The communication of this paper, delivercd in the very firſt 
conference, was accompanied by ſuch explanations as fully ſtated and 
detailed the utmoſt extent of His Majeſty's views, and at the ſame 
time gave ample room for the examination of every diſputed point, 
for mutual arrangement and conceſſion, and for reciprocal facilities 
arifing out of the progreſs of fair diſcuſſion.” Theſe, continued 
his Grace, are documents, the want of which diſqualifies me from 
judging of the conduct of Miniſters. Their production will enable 
noble Lords to ſay, whether, while France was in the wrong, His 
Majeſty's Minifters were in the right. A propoſal and plan of 
peace ſo formed, and that embraced ſuch principles, cannot but 
abound in proofs of the fincerity of Miniſters ; and therefore, ſaid 
his Grace, we may expect that they will haſten to lay it before your 
Lordſhips. But it is not this paper alone, there are alſo other papers 
referred to in His Majefty's ſpeech that Miniſters have failed to 
communicate to the Houſe. ** In cenſuring Miniſters for their 
inattention to the duty they owe to your Lordſhips, and their appa- 
rent contempt of the rules and regulations of Parliament, I wiſh 
(faid his Grace) to employ the mildeſt expreſſions. ' Perhaps that 
- cenſure is ſufficiently ſevere, which ariſes from the juſt indignation 


of individual boſoms on the developement of conduct fo unparlia- 


mentarv ; and that ſo emphatically expreſſes how little His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters regard their obligations of duty to your Lordſhips.” 
His Grace concluded with moving, as an amendment to the ad- 
dreſs, © That His Majeſty would be. graciouſſy pleaſed to order the 
papers referred to in His Majeſty's ſpeech, and in the declaration 
publiſhed on the 28th ult. to be laid before that Houſe,” 

Lord GRENVILLE in reply obſerved, that as the addreſs had 
been agreed to, it would be informal then to move for an amend- 
ment. And he had no doubt but the noble Duke would there- 
fore agree to withdraw his motion. 

The Duke of NORFOLK roſe merely to ſtate, that while he 
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willingly concurred in maintaining the rules of the Houſe, by with- 
drawing his motion, he could not but expreſs his diſapprobation of 
the conduct of Miniſters, in their total diſregard of all order, 
of the dignity and privileges of that Houſe, and of their duty to 
their country. | 

Lord GRENVILLE rofe in reply, and ſaid “ I cannot, my 
Lords, diſſemble the indignation I feel at being accuſed, in com- 
mon with the reſt of His Majeſty's ſervants, of a diſregard of all 
order, of the dignity and privileges of this Houſe, and of our duty 
to our country—accuſations which are not more general than they 
are ill-founded. My Lords, it was not poſſible for me, nor, in- 
deed, is it cuſtomary, to lay before your Lordſhips papers referred 
to in His Majeſty's ſpeech, on the evening of the day when it is 
communicated to your Lordſhips from the Throne ; and were it 
even practicable, the ſubmitting ſuch papers ſo haſtily to the con- 
ſideration of your Lordſhips might, inſtead of aſſiſting us in the 
debate, rather tend to embarraſs our diſcuſſions. On occaſions 
like the preſent, only His Majeſty's ſpeech can properly oecupy our 
attention : and papers connected with it being always laid in due 
time upon your table, regularly form the topics of ſubſequent diſ- 
cuſſion. Thus much, then, I truſt J have ſucceſsfully repelled the 
violent, impaſſioned attack made upon myſelf and my colleagues by 
the noble Duke. With reſpe& to the accuſation founded on my 
ſuppoſed negle& of the forms and regulations of this Houſe, the 
noble Duke need not to be told that his motion violated decorum, 
and was made in a ſtate of profound ignorance of thoſe regula- 
tions; for the right obſervance of which he evinced ſuch zeal.” 
His Lordſhip concluded with aſſuring the Houſe, that he ſhould to- 
morrow lay before them ſuch of the papers referred to in His Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech, as His Majeſty might deem it prudent to com- 
municate. 

The queſtion was then put upon the original addreſs (of which 
the following is a copy), and it was carried. 


« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return 
your Majeſty our humble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious 
ſpeech from the Throne; and to expreſs to your Majeſty the juſt 
ſenſe which we entertain of your Majeſty's paternal anxiety for the 
welfare of your ſubjects, manifeſted in the earneſt deſire expreſſed 
by your Majeſty for the reſtoration of peace on ſecure and honqur- 
able terms. 

Vor. IV. * 
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« We return your Majeſty our humble thanks for the commu- 
nications which you have directed to be laid before us; and we 
aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall proceed, without delay, to the 
conſideration of thoſe meaſures which the circumſtances of the pre- 
ſent criſis require ; and that, while we participate with your Majeſty 
in the concern which your Majeſty feels at the failure of your earneſt 
endeavours to procure for your people the bleſlings of peace, we are 
fully confident, from the uniform tenour of your Majeſty's conduct, 
that every ſtep has been taken by your Majeſty which could tend to 
accelerate that object; and that it is to the unwarrantable preten- 
ſions and inordinate ambition of the enemy, and, above all, to their 
inveterate animoſity againſt theſe kingdoms, that the long delay and 
final rupture of the negotiation are to be aſcribed. 

« We intreat your Majeſty to believe that, impreſſed as we are 
with the neceſſity and the magnitude of the conteſt in which we are 
engaged, as well as of the value of the intereſts which we have at 
ſtake, no exertions will be wanting on our part to enable your Ma- 
jeſty to proſecute the war with vigour, until a more juſt and pacific 
ſpirit ſhall prevail on the part of the enemy; and to employ, in the 
defence of every thing that is deareſt to us, thoſe means and reſources 
which the-preſent ſituation of our country holds out. 

« We aſſure your Majeſty that we reſſect with peculiar ſatisfac- 
tion on the public ſpirit which has been diſplayed by your Majeſty's 
ſubjects, and on the conduct by which your Majeſty's troops, of 
every deſcription, have acquired freſh claims to our eſteem and ad- 
miration. | 

« We are particularly deſirous of embracing the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity to offer to your Majeſty our warm and heartfelt congratula- 
tions on that ſignal and deciſive victory which has crowned the ſerics 
of ſpendid ſucceſſes obtained by your Majeſty's fieets over all our 
different enemies in the courſe of the preſent war ; a victory no leſs 
important in its conſequences, than glorious in the circumſtances by 
which it is diſtinguiſhed, 

« We are deeply ſenſible of the manner in which your Majeſty 
is pleaſed to expreſs your gracious acceptance of our beſt endeavours 
to teſtify by our conduct our anxious regard for the intereſts of our 
country, and our invariable attachment to your Majeſty's perſon and 
government. 

«« Senfible of the bleſſings which, under your Majeſty's paternal 
carc, are derived to us from our civil and religious eſtabliſhments, 
and which diſtinguiſh us from among all the nations of Europe ; 
and perſuaded that theſe bleſſings can only be preſerved by incul- 
cating and enforcing a due reverence and obedience to the laws, and 
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by repreſſing with promptitude every attempt to diſturb our in- 
ternal tranquillity, —it ſhall be the firſt object of our attention to 
contribute, by every means in our power, to the maintenance of 
that happy Conſtitution which we inherit from our anceſtors, and 
on which the ſecurity and happineſs of every claſs of your Majeſty's 
ſubjects eſſentially depend.“ 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer. 


My Lords, 

I thank you for this liyal, dutiful, and affeFionate addreſs. 

In a criſis of ſo much importance ts the ſecurity and happineſs of every 
claſs of my ſubjects, it is a great ſatisfaftion to me to know that you 
entertain a juſt ſenſe of the nature, magnitude, and neceſſity of the conteſt 
in which we are engaged and that I may rely with confidence on your 
ſupport in my fixed and unalterable determination to maintain to the 
utmoſt the laws, liberties, and religion of my people, and the algnig, 
| hanour, and independance of my kingdoms. 


Earl SPENCER ſaid, that where he to follow the impulſe of his 
own feclings, he ſhould move inſtantly the thanks of the Houſe to 
Admiral Loxd Duncan, and the officers and men under his com- 
mand, for the glorious victory obtained over the enemy; but as it 
was more agreeable with the uſage of Parliament, and more conſo- 
nant to the dignity of the ſubject, to appoint a day for its diſcuſſion, 
he therefore now gave notice that to-morrow he ſhould move the 
thanks of the Houſe as he had ſtated. He then moved that the 
Lords be ſummoned for to-morrow. — Ordered, 

Adjourned. 


Friday, November 3. 
Earl SPENCER roſe, purſuant to his notice of laſt night, to 


fulfil, he ſaid, his duty, in bringing forward a motion ; reſpecting 


the propriety of which, there could not exiſt two opinions, not only 
in that Houſe, but in the country at large. It was to move for 
the honour of your Lordſhips' thanks to the noble Admiral, 

Lord Viſcount Duncan, for his moſt able, gallant, and merito- 
rious conduct on the occaſion of the ſignal and decifive victory ob- 
tained by the fleet under his Lordſhip's command, over that of the 
Dutch, on the 11th of October laſt. Reſpecting this great event, 
it was unneceſſary that he ſhould take up their Lordſhips' time in 
expatiating; the brilliant and ſplendid circumſtances that attended 
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it, were ſuch as ſpoke moſt forcibly for themſelves : no eloquence 
eould enhance its value—no panegyric increaſe its importance. Some 
particular circumſtances, however, he could not avoid mentioning ; 
the uncommon ſkill and bravery diſplayed on the occafion by the 
noble Admiral—the zeal and alacrity with which he ſeized the 
tranſient opportunity of attacking the enemy—the peculiar ſituation 
of the contending fleets, on the verge of the enemy's coaſt—the 
completeneſs of the vitory—the proportion of ſhips captured, and 
the ſalutary and deciſive conſequences which it involved. All theſe 
were circumſtances which pointed out the achievement of Lord 
Duncan as incomparable : and this great and fignal ſtroke, being 
preceded by a long ſeries of arduous and painful watchings of the 
enemy's motions, certainly enhanced the merit, and redounded to 
the immortal honour of the noble Admiral. | 

His Lordſhip then moved, that the thanks of this Houſe be given 
to Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan, for his very able and gallant 
conduct in the occaſion of the brilliant and deciſive victory over the 
Dutch fleet, on the 1 1th of October laſt, &c. 

The latter part of the vote of thanks went to allude generally to 
the ſituation of circumſtances of the Britiſh fleet under Lord Dun- 


can's command at the time of the action, and alſo to the long ſer- 


vices performed by it previous to that period, all which the noble 
Earl conceived as increaſing the eclat of the victory. | 

Lord Viſcount HOOD, in ſeconding the motion, paid ſome pro- 
feſſional compliments to the noble Admiral. He ſtated one or two 
points in which great ſkill and activity were diſplayed. As to Lord 
Duncan's general merit on the occaſion, no panegyrie of his could 
illuftrate it. After what had been fo ably ſtated by the noble Earl 
at the head of the Admiralty, he thought the conduct of the officers 
and men under the noble Admiral's command on that memorable 
day, was deſerving of the higheſt applauſe. 

His Royal Highneſs the Duke of CLARENCE obſerved, that 
he ſhould not take up the time of their Lordſhips on the preſent 
occafion, when they were juſt about to fulfil an important duty; 
indeed, did time allow, it would be unneceſſary that he ſhould de- 
liver his ſentiments—they exactly coincided with thoſe expreſſed by 
the noble Earl. What fell from him perfectly coincided with his 
own ideas of the affair; he ſhould not then have riſen, were it not 
that a profeſſional Peer had thought it neceſſary to ſay a few words; 
he alſo as a profeſſional man, was happy to expreſs his entire ap- 
probation of the conduct, bravery, and fkill diſplayed by the noble 
Admiral, on the ſignal and glorious event in queſtion. 

The motion was then put, and the thanks of the Houſe were 
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voted to Lord Duncan, who contributed to the ſucceſs of the A I th 
ult. nem. dif}. 

Earl SPENCER prefaced his motion for the thanks of their 
Lordſhips to Vice-Admiral Sir Richard Onflow, Bart. and to the 
other officers acting under the command of Lord Duncan, with a 
few panegyrical obſervations on their very meritorious conduct. 

Theſe were unanimouſly voted by the Houſe, as the foregoing. 

Their Lordſhips' thanks were then voted to the feamen and ma- 
rines on board the fleet, for their very deſerving condu on the above 
occaſion ; and the Lord Chancellor was ordered to communicate 
their Lordſhips' ſeveral votes of thanks to the above perſons in the 
uſual manner, and to requeſt, that the Officers do communicate 
their Lordſhips' thanks to the Seamen and Marines on board their 
reſpeQive ſhips. | 

Earl Spencer added, that as he underſtood that Admiral Viſcount 
Duncan intended to be intruduced into the Houſe on Wedneſday 
next, he would move that their Lordſhips be ſummoned for that 
day, in order that they might be witneſſes of their thanks being 
communicated perſonally to Viſcount Duncan. 

He then moved, That the Houſe be ſummoned for Wedneſday, 
which was ordered accordingly. 

Lord GRENVILLE ſtated, that he had it in command from 
His Majeſty to lay before their Lordſhips a copy of his Royal De- 
claration ; and alſo a variety of papers relative to the negotiation 
with France. | 

Fer which, ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. | 

His Lordſhip then preſented the papers, and after their titles 
were read by the clerk, moved that they be printed for the uſe of 
their Lordſhips, and taken into conſideration on Wedneſday next; 
and that the Houſe be ſummoned on that day. 

Ordered accordingly. 


PROTEST of Ear! FITZWILLIAM, en the rejection of h:s 
Amendment to the Adarefs. 3 


DISSENTIENT, ; 


1. Becauſe the amendment which has been rejected appeared to me 
neceſſary to ſave the honour of this Houſe from being implicated in ap- 
proving a negotiation, of which we know little more than that it has 
drawn down new calamities and indignities, new injuries and outrages ci. 
His Majeſty and his People. Of theſe, indeed, too much is already known. 
His Majeſty has been advifed to ſet forth a detailed account of them 1+ 
France, to Europe, and to the World, as if the late abrupt conctutioa Ui 
the negotiation by the French Directory, and the inſulting diſmiffion 4 
our Ambaſſador were not the notorious and immediate conſequence ©: 
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the public voice of France having been overruled by force and terror, 
and as if all Europe (however in great part ſubdued alſo by force and 
terror) and America, the only part of the world out of Europe, which is 
directly connected with the ſyitem of Europe, were not too well acquainted 
before with the diſpoſition and principles of the common enemy. On his 
fide we are told, that there was a ſtudied accumulation of every thing 
that could offend and irritate a high-minded people, ſuch as the people of 
England once was; a wanton violation of all the mutually reſpectful forms 
which long uſage has eſtabliſhed in the intercourſe of free nations, and a 
final demand (to which, from the moment of our firſt pacific overtures, 
that arrogant power has conſtantly recurred) of a dire& ſurrender of our 
independence, by taking his laws and treaties for the baſis of negotiation, 
and, indeed, for a preliminary to all diſcuffion. On our ſide, it is avowed, 
that there was a departure from all che rules of common prudence, by diſ- 
cloſing all our objects before we could learn any one definitive pretenſion 
of the enemy, as the price of peace; and a patience, that it is too much 
to be feared, that France, Europe, and the world, to which it is declared, 
may miſtake for puſillammity. Ihe circumſtances which could warrant 
fuch a conduct, fo contrary to all common policy, ought, indeed, to be 
weighty and grave, if not imperious and irreſiſtible, Under our preſent 
circumſtances, to take any ſtep, which may ſeem, however diſtantly, to ap- 
prove that conduct, can only tend to deceive His Majeity's Miniſters as to 
the ſentiments of this Houſe, and induce ſtill greater humiliation, which 
muſt terminate in ruin as well as in diſhonour. No country can be fate 
which is not reſpected : no country can hope to be reſpected that does not 
firit reſpect itſelf, 

2. Becauſe, having recorded my ſentiments on the Journals of this 
Houſe, when this train of meaſures was new, and the reſult of the firſt 
experiment yet in ſuſpence, I have now the affliftion of finding, that 
waatever I had apprehended from it, has been very much exceeded by its 
effects, in railing the inſolence and audacity of the enemy, and in breaking 
down that ſpirit and energy of government, which can alone work out 
our ſafety in this awful juncture, or give dignity and glory to our fall. 

3. Becauſe the facritices which His Majeſty has lately been adviſed to 
offer, and ſtill to declare himſelf ready to make, cannot now have the 
ſame object, which the ſame or ſimilar offers had on a former occaſion. 
We were then anxious, by the ceſſion of our own acquiſitions, to redeem 
the moſt important part of the antient eſtabliſhed ſyitem of Europe, in 
which a breach had been made, and which was menaced with till greater 
danger. In different treaties of peace, ſometimes England, ſometimes 
France, ſometimes other States, according to the circumſtances of the 
juncture, have ſurrendered more or leſs of their actual conqueſts, for the 
purpoſe of reſtoring the general balance of power for the general ſafety. 
In ſuch a peace, we ſhould have had ſome apparent ſecurity, though ſlender 
indeed, againſt the ambition and principles of Republican France, But 
our laſt propoſed ſacrifices were offered merely to obtain peace. For that, 
and for that alone, we were prepared to give up poſſeſſions, which, under 
the laws of war, had become our own, whilit the enemy had invariably 
| Infifted on keeping every thing which his arms had conquered from the 
other great powers of Furope. Every thing that may be neceſlary to give 
rational ſecurity to an enemy, ſhewing a true pacific diſpoſition, would be 
well ſurrendered without any compenſation ; but a propoſal to purchaſe 
peace, as a valuable conſideration in itſelf, is a diſtinct admiſſion of inferi- 
ority, or a proof of puſillanimity, never honourable, and therefore never 
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ſafe to a great nation, eſpecially in the face of an enemy, who meaſures 
all right by power and audacity ; and againſt whom, it was admitted in 
debate by His Majeſty's Miniſters, *« that no ſecurity could be found in 
peace, without uncommon caution, and an uncommon degree of war- 
« like preparation.” A treaty formed on this principle, may be compli- 
mented with the name of peace, but it will be in effect only a ſuſpention 
of active hoſtility, without any of the advantages ot peace, and ſubje& to 
all the expences and dangers of war. : 

Becauſe the whole conduct, as well as declarations of the enemy 
fince the opening of the laſt ſeſſion, had been particularly pointed againſt 
this country, ſo as to leave no rational ground of expecting any event 
ſrom negotiation but that which has happened, of unavailing humiliation. 
The original treaty of France with America was moſt unjullly infringed, 
and avowedly, becauſe the latter country would not inſiſt on our grantin 
nominally to her, but really to France, exceptions and immunities deroga- 
ting from the general maritime law reſpecting neutral nations. While no 
one word of conciliation was ever uſed towards us, our ally, the Emperor, 
was, by turns, menaced and careſſed to induce him to liſten to a ſeparate 
peace; and in the very outſet of our late negotiation, His Majeſty has de. 
clared that ** Modes were inſiſted upon. the moſt inconſiſtent with the 
« enemy's own conduct in every other inſtance.” What has never yet 
been demanded by that inſolent government from any other great ſtate of 
Europe, was exacted from us, that we ſhould become acceſſaries in viola- 
ting all the antient uſages, invented and received, to guard the indepen- 
dency and dignity even of the weakeſt powers. No tolerably ſecure and 
honourable peace could have come, or ever can come, from a negotiation 
commenced and continued in that ſpirit, _ 

5. becauſe while His Majeſty perſiſted in a diſpoſition to treat, and 
when he again offered in his public declaration to ratify the terms before 
propoſed by him, the whole ground had failed on which alone His Ma- 
jeſty had been induced on the 8th of December, 1795, to declare for the 
firſt time a deſire of meeting any diſpofition which the enemy might ma- 
nifeſt to negotiate a general peace, on juſt and ſuitable terms. That ground, 
as it was previouſly explained to us by His Majeſty's ſpeech on the open- 
ing of that ſeſſion, and, as all His Majeſty's Miniſters conſtantly argued 
in debate, was the eſtabliſhment in France “ of an order of things com- 
patible with the tranquillity of other countries, and affording a reaſon- 
able expectation of ſecurity and permanence in any treaty. which might 
de concluded.“ Such an order of things was benevolently hoped by 
His Majeſty to have been eſtabliſhed in the third new Conſtitution, made 
in the fourth year of the French Republic. In the interim between our 
two negotiations, at Paris and Liſle, the firſt election, not immediately 
controlled by an armed force, came on under that Conſtitution. The true 
voice of the majority of France was for the firſt time heard, and heard 
againſt the actual Government of tnat wretched country. Ihe armies 
were called in to ſtifle that voice. The principal leaders of the two Le- 
giſlative Councils were ſeized and tranſported without any form of trial, 
a new and unheard of thing, even in the hiſtory of their injuſtice ; nearly 
two thirds of France were disfranchiſed ; · the preſs filenced ; the clergy 
again proſcribed, and the moſt arbitrary and ferocious meaſures threatened, 
as well as ſome abſolutely taken, againſt all that remains of the nobility, 
gentry, and magiſtracy of the ancient monarchy. The power now eſta- 
bliſhed is notoriouſly the very ſame in character, in maxims, and con- 
duct, as well as, for the moſt part, exerciſed or ſupported by the fame men, 
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with the governmeut which exiſted at, and ſoon after the commencement 
of the war, and which was truly deſcribed in His Majeſty's declaration of 
the 2gth of October, 1793, as a ** ſtate of things that could not exiſt in 
„France without involving all the ſurrounding powers in one common 
«*« danger, without giving them the right, without 1mpoſing it upon them 
tas a duty, to ſtop the progreſs of an evil which exiſted only by the 
& ſucceflive violation of all law and all property, and which attacked the 
« fundamental principles by which mankind are united in the bonds of 
% civil ſociety.” It was againſt that Government that His Majeſt 
«« then called on the people of France to join the ſtandard of an Heredi. 
* tary Monarchy,” in order to unite themſelves once more under the 
empire of law, of morality, and religion; the continuance of the ſame 
ſort of Government, changing never as to its fundamental principles, 
though fluctuating perpetually as to the perſons of the uſurpers, who oc. 
caſionally tyrannize over the enſlaved people, has confirmed me more than 
ever in my full aſſent to the wiſdom of His Majeſty's declaration 
then made. 
6. Becauſe Pon the moſt abſolute and over-ruling neceſſity could hardly 
2 much lets juſtify, the ſacrifice which the late negotiation would 
ave made of our dignity, honour, and independence, together with our 
acquiſitions, yet we have the ſatisfaftion of knowing now, and when His 
Majeſty's Miniſters adviſed him in his declaration to iepeat his offer of 
peace, they alſo knew that nothing in any degree approaching to ſuch ne- 
ceflity exiſts. The relative ſituation of this kingdom with regard to 
France is much improved fince laſt year. We have loſt nothing. We 
have gained ſomething. The extenfion of the enemy's dominion under 
the name of protection, in the interior of Italy, gives him little additional 
means of immediately annoying us. The marine of thoſe allies, through 
whom alone he hoped to act againſt us, has been crippled by our glorious 
victories. We are ſecure from him, and he is left open to the undef uted 
ſuperiority of our navy, to our attacks, it His Majeſty ſhall be adviſed to 
call forth the ſpirit and energy of his people, and to carry ſuccour and 
aſſiſtance to the majority of that nation groaning under the tyranny of the 
uſurpation, and manifeſting on every occaſion ſentiments of diſaffection 
and hoſtility towards the eſtabliſhment, deceitfully and cruelly impoſed 
on them as a mild and beneficent conſtitution. This is a ſtate of things 
not the reſult of any ſpeculation, but derived from the admiſſion of the 
uſurpers themſelves. It is by them brought forward in their late declara- 
tion as their juſtification, and as the imperious and irreſiſtible motive for 
violently disfranchifing ſo large a majority of the nation of thoſe rights 
and privileges upon which, as 1 * an unalterable baſis, the pretended 
liberties of their Republic were built and eſtabliſhed. The pecuniary 
diſtreſs and embarraſſments of the enemy have increaſed, ſo as to — been 


a pretence for ſome of the late violent proceedings in France, while on the 
contrary the inquiries of our Committees have long ſince prepared the 
Houſe to anticipate the pleaſing aſſurance of His Majeſty, “ that we pol- 
« ſeſs means and reſources proportionate to the objects which are at ſtake, 
e that our revenue has continued highly productive, our national induſtry 
** has been extended, and our commerce has ſurpaſſed its former limits.” 


WENTWORTH FITZ WILLIAM. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, [ 


Monday, Navember 6. 


Mr. SPEAKER reported to the Houſe, That the Houſe at- 
tended His Majeſty upon Saturday laſt, with their addreſs ; to 
which His Majeſty was pleaſed to give this moſt gracious anſwer : 


Gentlemen, | 

I return you my warmeſt thanks far this loyal and dutiful addreſs, 
and for the expreſſions of your aſfectionate attachment to my perſan and 
government. The aſſurances of your firm determination to reſiſt, to the 
ulmaſt, the unwarrantable fretenſions and inordinate ambition of the 
enemy, afford me the higheſt ſatisfaftion at this important conjuncture. 
They juſtify the reliance which I have uniformly placed on the vigour 
and wiſdom of your councils, and leave me no rom to doubt that the 
ftrength and reſources of theſe kingdoms will be effeftually employed in 
ſupporting our deareſt intereſts, maintaining eur happy conſtitution, and 
vindicating the hanour and independence of the country. 


Mr. SPEAKER acquainted the Houſe, that he had received, 
from Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan, the following letter, in re- 
turn to the thanks of this Houfe, ſignified to him by Mr. Speaker, 
in obedience to their commands of Friday laſt ; 


Sir, London, 5th Nov. 1797. 


I am honoured with your letter of the 3d inflant, conveying to me the 
refalutions by which the Houſe of Commons, an that day, manifeſted its 
unanimous ſenſe of the ſervices which myſelf, Sir Richard Onſlaw, and 
the ſeveral Captains, Officers, and Men, under my command, rendered 
their country an the 11th of Oftober laſt, which I ſhall nat fail to com- 
municate to ſbem; and if, in fulfilling the duties of my ſtation, I have 
been fortunate in rendering ſervice to my country, I am moſt truly grati- 
fied, and feel the higheſt ſatigfaction, not only in the ſenſe the Houſe of 
Commons is pleaſed to entertain of my conduct, but in the very flat- 
tering manner in which you have dane me the favour to communicate 
the ſame. 

I have the honour is be, with the maſt penfect reſpect and eflcem, 

Hir, 
Your maſt obedient, aud faithful humble ſervant, 
The Right Hinourable Henry | DUNCAN, 
Addington, Ec. c. Oc. 
Vox. IV. Q 
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The order of the day being read, to conſider of a ſupply to be 
voted to His Majeſty, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee, 
Mr. Hobart in the chair, 

Mr. PITT moved, that a ſupply be granted to His Majeſty, 
which was agreed to. 

He then gave notice, that he ſhould on that day fortnight ſubmit 


to the Houſe ſorne important propoſitions for raifing the ſupplics for 
the ſervice of the preſent year. 


The Houſe was then reſumed, and immediately adjourned. 


Tueſday, November 7. 


Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, which was rcad a firtt and ſecond time; and on the 
Speaker putting the queſtion, That the reſolution contained in it 
be agreed to, 

Mr. LONG propoſed that it ſhould be expreſſed nemine comtra- 
dicente. 

Mr. TIERNEY objected to it, and ſaid, that while he had a 
voice it ſhould not be allowed to paſs ſo. Were it a matter of 
mere form, and that the uſual way of paſſing the reſolution, he, 
perhaps, would not object to it ; but he was determined to give his 
negative, not only to this, but to every other act of the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration. He aſſured the Houſe, that he had a general re- 
tainer for the whole ſeſſion. 

The reſolution then paſſed, and Wedneſday next was appointed 
for conſidering of a ſupply. 

A variety of eſtimates for the enſuing year were laid before he 
Houſe by Miniſters. 

On motion being made, the following accounts were ordered to 
be laid before the Houſe ? 

That an account of ſervices incurred, and not provided for by 
Parliament, be laid before this Houſe. 

«© That there be laid before this Houſe, an account, ſhewing 
how the monies given for the ſervice of the year 1797 have been 
diſpoſed of, diſtinguiſhed under their ſeveral heads. 

«© That there be laid before this Houſe, an eſtimate of the debt 
of His Majeſty's navy, on the 3oth September, 1797. 

«© That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of all the 
advances made by the Bank of England to Government, from the 
25th day of February laſt, to the 1ſt day of this inſtant November, 
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incluſive, diſtinguiſhing the dates when, and the heads under which 
ſuch were made, and alſo all ſuch payments as have been made to 
the Bank by Government, during the above-mentioned period ; 
diſtinguiſhing the dates, and ſtating the balance (incluſive of in- 


| tereſt) due to the Bank by Government, on the ſaid 1 day of 


November. 

« That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of bills re- 
giſtered on the courſe of the Navy, Victualling, and Tranſport 
Offices, between the 31ſt of December, 1796, to the 1ſt of 
November, 1797; diſtinguiſhing the amount of bills regiſtered in 
each month, and ſpecifying which of them have been paid off. 

« That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the total 
amount of mortgaged actions of the Bank of Vienna depoſited in 
the Bank of England, in terms of the 5th article of the Convention 
between His Britannic Majeſty and the Emperor of Germany, ſigned 
Vienna, May 4th, 1795. | 

«© That there be laid before this Houſe, copies of all communi- 
cations relative to the meaſures taken by his Impcrial Majeſty in 
terms of the 4th article of the Convention with his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, (figned Vienna, May 4th, 1795, to give full and legal effect 
and validity to the Loan guaranteed by the Parliament of Great 
Britain, as well as to the engagements for the regular payment 
of the half-yearly dividends which will fall due in conſequence 
thereof. 

© That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the 
amount of Imperial ſtock, purchaſed by ſuch perſons as his Im- 
perial Majeſty has appointed (under the eighth article of the firſt 
Octroi, dated Vienna, 8th of May, 1794) to lay out annually the 
ſum of 60,0001. ſterling ; and alſo, the intereſt accruing from the 
ſtock which ſhall have been ſucceſſively bought, for the purpoſe of 
keeping up an annual ſinking fund, for the redemption of the ſaid 
annuities.” 

Mr. TIERNEY, being called upon by the Speaker, roſe, and 
ſaid—Sir, I riſe purſuant to the notice which I gave laſt Friday, to 
ſtate why I think the right honourable Secretary (Dundas) holding a 
ſeat in this Houſe a moſt indecent, unlawful and offenſive proceed- 
ing. Sir, it is impoſſible but the Houſe muſt recolleR, that the 
charge which'l hope to be able this day to bring home to the right 
honourable Secretary was once before made againſt him, and was 
baffled by the defence then ſet up ; but, if mv memory ſerves me 
right, I may with ſecurity predict, that the defence ſet up by the right 
honourable gentleman on that day will not be the defence he will 
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ſtand upon now. The reaſon, Sir, why I ſpeak upon this occaſion 
in a ſtyle of apparent aſperity, is not, I aſſure you, that I feel any 
perſonal diſlike or private animoſity to the right honourable gentle- 
man, but that I think the whole tranſaction of which I complain a 
moſt corrupt job—a job, not avowed, but detected —a job that 
never would have been brought to light if it could have been kept 
in concealment, and which was at laſt brought to light only by the 
labours of the Committee, to whoſe Report I mean to refer for evi- 
dence of the facts on which I ground my charge. In that Report, 
the tranſaction to which I allude is completely decyphered * ; and 
when that ſhall be ſubſtantiated, it will become matter of delibera- 
tion and opinion for you, whether it is not an aggravation of the 
offence that the right honourable gentleman, after having been, in 
the manner I have already ſtated, reminded of the doubts that 
aroſe, and thereby ſupplied with materials to judge of the law, and 
to correct his error, if it was in error be offended, has yet pre- 
ſumed, after ſuch a warning, and with the letter of the law, as it 
were, placed under his eyes, to hold his feat in this Houſe, in direct 
violation of that law? Sir, many of the gentlemen who now hold 
ſeats in this Houſe, were Members of it in the year 1782, when a 
ſpeech was made by a right honourable gentleman, now no more— 


Extract from the 16th Rep. Sel. Cour, page 14. 


© TRE Orrice or SECRETARY OF STATE rox THE War De- 
*© PARTMENT WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED ON THE IITH oF fULY 
** 1794; the whole buſineſs of the War Department having, from the 
*© commencement of the war in 1793 down to that period, been tranſac- 
4 ted by Mr. Duxpas, in addition to the ordinary buſineſs of the Home 
Department. The neceſſity of a szyaraTE Eftabli/oment for managing 
"© the affairs of War xxCLUsSIVELY, was ſoon felt, and produced the 
* preſent ADDITIONAL OFFICE of Secretary of State for the War De- 
& partment,” 

Appendix to 16th Rep. Sel. Com. (A. 6.) 


The office of Secretary of State for the War. Department exiſts ſince 


„ the 11th of July, 1794. | | 
; . (Signed) % W. HUSKISSON.” 
Parliament Street, 19th March, 1797. 
Appendix to 16th Rep. Sel. Com. (B. 3.) 
| *© Secretary of State's Office, War Department. 
An account of the Salaries, &c. in the Office of Hts Majeſty's Secretary 
* of State for the War Department. | 
„ Henxy Dunvas, Principal Secretary of State, 2,000). 
(Signed) Jas. Cnaruax, Chief Clerk.“ 
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for whoſe talents, when living, and for whoſe memory, now he is 
dead, I feel, as every one muſt feel, great reſpect and admiration— 
I mean Mr. Burke. In that ſpeech, which was itſelf ſuthcient to 
eſtabliſh his fame, and which he made when he brought in a bill 
for introducing a ſyſtem of economy in the public Adminiſtration, 
and for aboliſhing all uſeleſs places, that great man declared, that the 
meaſure he propoſed was not merely intended by him to diminiſh 
the public expenditure, but had a more extenſive view for the 
public benefit, namely, that of preſerving as much as poſſible the 
independence of Parliament. I tate this circumſtance, Sir, for the 
purpoſe of ſhewing what I hope the Houſe and the right honourable 
gentleman would, without my ſtating it, give me credit for, that there 
is nothing perſonal in this motion, and of appriſing the Houſe what 
the proviſions are which the law has, in this inſtance, made for the 
independence of Parliament. Sir, if you refer to that ſpeech (and 
as it has been fince publiſhed by Mr. Burke himſelf, I may with 
greater freedom allude to it here), you will find that Mr. Burke 
has treated in it the office of third Secretary of State as an office 
perfectly unneceſſary, and inſtituted for no other purpoſe than that 
of creating new patronage for the Crown. Taking this, then, as 
the principle upon which the abolition of that office was then 
grounded, nothing can be pleaded in juſtification of its revival but 
the moſt urgent neceſſity. Now, Sir, if I ſhew you that this very 
office of third Secretary of State has been revived, will it not be 
incumbent on His Majeſty's Miniſters to ſhew the Houſe ſome cir- 
cumſtances that made its revival neceſſary, and to prove that it was 
not, as I contend, a job? Reverting to that ſpeech, you will find 
Mr. Burke, after. ſtating that Lord Suffolk and Lord Weymouth 
were the two Secretaries of State for the Northern and Southern De- 
partments, goes on as follows: Lord Suffolk was dead to the State 
long before he was dead to nature.“ | Sec Burke's ſpeech and ex- 
tract down to ** compoſt heap or corrupt influence.“ 

In the year 1783, the object of Mr. Burke was effected, and the 
office of Third Secretary of State aboliſhed. Now, ſee what has 
happened ſince, on the 1 1th of July, 4794—a third Secretary of 
State, with a new eſtabliſhment of not leſs than 1 3,000. a year is 
created. When, in the year 1768, the office of third Secretary, 
aboliſhed by Mr. Burke's bill, was eſtabliſhed, the pretext was the 
increaſe of buſineſs on the continent of America : at that time, 
however, three Secretaries were at leaſt ſufficient ; but, having con- 
trived to loſe the American colonies which furniſhed the pretext, 
Miniſters could not very well inſiſt on the continuance of the office, 
nor deny that there was no occaſion for more than two, u ho went 
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under the name of Secretaries for the Northern and Southern De- 
partments. In the year 1786, Commiſſioners were appointed, to 
report the nature of the offices of Government, and the amount of 
their falaries ; they made an ample report, vide Reports on 
the Fees and Perquiſities of Office, printed uniformly to bind with 
theſe Debates, ] with a view to farther retrenchment ; but nothing 
farther was done in it. In that Report, the two Secretaries were 
ſtated to receive net incomes, the one of 4,7 661., the other of 
5, 334l. Now, Sir, if the labour, in conſequence of the abolition of 
the third Secretary, had become ſo extremely burdenſome to the two 
which remained, would they not have been entitled to more falary ! 
But fo far was the Chancellor of the Exchequer from being of that 
opinion, that in 1783 he propoſed to reduce their falaries to 
4,500l. each. Nay, Sir, did not the right honourable gentleman 
in that very year evince, that fo far from ſinking under the weight 
of his office of Secretary, he was able to carry a little more. — With 
his uſual purity and diſintereſtedneſs, taking upon himſelf the office 
of Preſident of the Board of Control without fee or reward, and 
deprecating the idea of refuſing to ſerve grat:s : and yet, Sir, with 
this additional labour, the buſineſs of all the offices went on, and we 
heard no complaint of their being too laborious. Sir, the Com- 
mittee which, as I have already ſtated, was appointed in 1786, re- 
ported, that one Under Secretary in cach office was fully ſufficient, 
and that the clerks already employed were too many ; but that, as 
there might one day or other be occaſion for them, it would be ad- 
viſable to keep them idle in the offices, in order to be ready, if cir- 
cumſtances ſhould occur to render their aſſiſtance neceffary. 
Nothing, however, was done, touching the objects of the Report, 
till 1795, when Miniſters thought proper to adviſe His Majeſty to 
counterd& all that. was promiſed ; and, when the new eſtabliſh- 

ment was propoſed, thoſe who were called upon for advice were the 
Secretaries themſelves—and an odd quarter, indeed, from which to 
take advice on ſuch an occaſion ! Sir, the, right honourable gentle- 
man has been heard to complain, that the weight of buſineſs which 
fell to his ſhare was more than he could bear, and that he had no 
reſt or reſpite, night or day ; and yet, Sir, in his appointment in 
1791, ſo far from taking even 45001. (for J really wiſh to give the 
right honourable gentleman all the credit he deſerves) he only took 
36001. Then, Sir, came the war in 1793 ; and although the 
quantity of buſineſs was confiderably increaſed by that event, the 
right honourahle gentleman never looked for a third Secretary, but 
did the whole, with much credit to himſelf, for a year and a half; 

and, fo far from not being able to diſcharge the duties of that office, 
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he, in bringing in his India bill, took 20001. a year as preſident of 
the Board of Control —aſſuming to himſelf, deliberately, the whole 
additional weight of that arduous employment ; and I am not wil- 
ling to ſuppoſe that the right honourable gentleman would have 
aſked for a ſalary for an office, the duties of which he had not 
leiſure to perform. But this is not all, Sir—With the whole 
weight of the Home Department, he took upon him alſo that of 
war; ſo far was he from thinking a third Secretary neceſſary. 
Under theſe circumſtances, then, I wiſh to know, what is it that 
* creates the neceſſity? It cannot be that which was made the pre- 


ability, becauſe it appears that the buſineſs has been done with 
diſpatch, facility, and effect, by two. Hence, Sir, I am at a loſs to 
gueſs why, in 1794, there ſhould be a new diviſion of the buſineſs, 
and, inſtead of the old eſtabliſhment of two Secretaries and Offices 
at an expence of 29, oool., there ſhould be three at an expence of 
above 40,0001. I know, Sir, that in the Report before us, the 
gentlemen have ſtated (what, probably, appeared to them to be the 
truth,) that the aecumulation of the affairs of war, with thoſe of the 
other departments of State, rendered an enlargement neceffary, and 
pointed out the expediency of a ſeparate eſtabliſhment for war: but 
when we look into the evidence upon which that aſſumption is 
grounded, we find that the firſt clerk of that office was the only 


New perſon examined touching that point before the Committee; and ſo 
ad- tar from ſaying any thing to juſtify that concluſion, he has ſaid 
* nothing but what leads to a belief, that, with the help of four ad- 
ary. ditional clerks, they might go on as well as ever ; and the Houſe 
ort, ¶ will find on examination, that there is nothing in the Appendix to 
% WY bear out the aſſertions of the Committee in the body of the Report. 
liſh- dir, I think that I can hardly have failed to ſatisfy the Houſe, that 
the Wl the office of third Secretary of State is unneceſſary, and that the 
8 additional bufineſs occafioned by the war, which is made the pre- 
ntic- 


text for creating it, might be with equal effect and advantage diſ- 
charged by four clerks, ſupplemental to thoſe already employed ; 


d no but this mode would not anſwer the purpoſe of Miniſters—No, 
it 2 Sir; an increaſe of the patronage of the Crown was their object, 
e the 


and a new eſtabliſhment, with enormous additional ſalaries, was the 
took Wl only thing which would ſerve their turn. When the neceſſity of 


1 the Bil forming a new eſtabliſhment was diſcovered, many difficulties oc- 
„ the Bicurred in making the arrangement; and it might be an amuſing 
but ſubject of ſpeculation to conjecture how they were at laſt ſur- 
— mounted, as nothing can be conceived more difficult than to recon- 
DITICe, 


eile the jarring intereſts and ſanguine expectations of the ſeveral 


text for it in 1768—for the colonies are loſt : neither can it be in- 
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candidates for emolument. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt), who is ſo fond of mutual compenſation in negotiation, probably 
interfered, and made mutual compenſution the baſis of the treaty ; and 
in the progreſs of fair diſcuſſion, have given riſe to reciprocal facili. 
ties.” It was only faying—* J am Secretary at War, and you are 
War Secretary,” and ſo the difficulty was at an end; and on that day 
out ſtarts an arrangement, giving to the right honourable gentleman 
the office of Secretary of the War Department, with a mvft enor- 
mous eſtabliſhment. Now, Sir, ſhall I not be juſtified in ſaying 
that this is a job? Is not the diſtinction warranted by the fact? I 
am at a loſs to comprehend how ſuch a palpable job can be defended, 
or how Minifters will be able to juſtify the creating fuch an office 
as that of War Secretary. The preſent Commander in Chief, I 
am happy to ſay, is allowed, without contradiction, to be moſt accu- 
rate, active and induſtrious ; and I am ſure I mean no diſreſpect 
to Lord Amherſt when I attribute wholly to age his inſufficiency : 
and Lord Cornwallis has made no leſs improvement in the Ord- 
nance Department : added to this, the Secretary at War is in him- 
ſelf a hoſt. And yet, with thefe advantages, the office of Secretary 
of the War Department was thought neceſſary for the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ! Sir, I do not find it ſo much as ſtated that 
the Duke of Portland could not do the duty of Both ; and the 
Duke's department, inſtead of being reduced, has had four clerks 
added to it; one, a Precis, as it is called—that is to ſay, an 
abridger ; another, a law clerk, which was aboliſhed in 1774, and 
now revived ; a third, a clerk for felons and convicts; and the 
fourth, a gentleman (Mr. Baldwin), who left his profeſſion, and is 
ſo good as to give his opinion when a caſe is ſent with the uſual 
compliment /the fee marked on the back of it—Belides which, 
there is an active Magiſtrate employed, who tranſacts the office bu- 
ſineſs with the various Magiſtrates, and takes the whole weight of 
that trouble off his Grace's ſhoulders. Sir, my knowledge of the 
Duke of Portland enables me to ſtate that he is a man of buſineſs; 
and he being ſo, it is extremely wrong to proclaim him thus to the 
world as a man not fit for the management and diſcharge of the 
duties of his office. So far, Sir, I have confined myſelf to the 
ground of neceſſity; I will now, Sir, apply to the other point | 
aſſume on this occaſion ] mean the illegality of the office. Mr. 
Burke's bill provided, that the office commonly called*the office 
of third 'Sceretary of State, or Seeretary for the colonies (as it was 
then called), ſhould be ſuppreſſed, aboliſhed, and taken away ; and 
that two only ſhould remain—thoſe for the Northern and Southern 
Departments; and that if any office of the ſame name, nature or 
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deſcription, ſhould thereafter be eſtabliſhed, the ſame ſhould be taken 
as a new office.” Now, Sir, I aſk any gentleman of the law now 
preſent, whether words could be found to comprehend a more large, 
ditin& and plain explanation of the intention of that proviſion ? 
Lord George Germaine, who held the office of third Secretary, 
was more cautious than the right honourable gentleman ; for he 
never gave any ſpecific name to the office he held, but held it gene- 
rally by the title of One of His Majefty's Principal Secretaries of 
State : and Mr. Burke was driven thereby to deſcribe it in the 
manner he had done—that is to fay, that there ſhall be only two 
Secretaries; and that if a third be made, of the ſame name, nature 
and deſcription with that aboliſhed, the perſon who receives the 
ſame ſhall be incapable to fit in the Houſe of Commons. Now, 
Sir, I will demonſtrate beyond the poſſibility of refutation, that the 
office held by the right honourable gentleman is of that nature and 
deſcription : that it is of the ſame name, I cannot fay ; but it is 
for the ſame purpoſes, and I defy any one to get over it; it is for 
tranſacting the ſame fort of buſineſs as that which was called Se- 
cretary for the Colonies ; it is not only new, but, by the deſcription 
of it in the Report, may be ſaid to grow out of that of Lord George 
Garmaine, and, like it, is created upon the pretence that the bufineſs 
of the Home Department is too heavy. Let gentlemen only look 
to the Report, and they will find the three offices diſtindly recog- 
niſed by the authenticated fignatures of the reſpeQive Secretaries— 
In Appendix, B. 1, they will find the fignature PoxTIAup as 
Principal Secretary ¶ the Home Department ; in B. 2, they will find 
GRENVILLE, Principal Secretary for the Foreign Department; and 
then they will come to the ſtrayed ſheep, Henry DunpDas, Prin- 
cipal War Secretary! For my part, I cannot comprehend where 
a doubt upon the ſubject can ariſe. It evidently appears there are 
three Secretaries ; one of them is in the War Department, and that 
is the right honourable gentleman. Perhaps gentlemen will endea- 
vour to ſhelter him by ſaying, that it is the Duke of Portland that 
is the new Secretary ; for certainly they cannot ſay it is Lord Gren- 
ville. But the Houſe muſt ſee it cannot be ſhuffled off in that 
manner; if it can, Mr. Burke's bill is. but a farce from one end 
of it to the other, The Report ſtates the neceſlity of a ſeparate 
eſtabliſhment, and of an additional office of Secretary of the War 
Department —and that office the right honourable gentleman is 
avowed to hold. No doubt, then, can poſſibly ariſe on the ſubjeR. 
Gentlemen may ſay, that the right honourable Secretary has the ſame 
ſeal he had before ; but that will make no difference, inaſmuch as 
the ſeal conſtitutes a part of the nature of the office. But, Sir, 
Vol. IV. R ike 
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the right honourable gentleman has not only a diſtin& office, but 
for that office a diſtin&t houſe in Parliament-ſtreet, the leaſe of 
which he has bought for the purpoſe. Perhaps it will be faid, that 
this is only a new diviſion of the Secretary's office; but even that 
Mr. Burke's bill is againſt : or it may be ſaid, that the right ho- 
muruble gentleman, being a Commoner, poſſeſſed the office, and, 
cutting it into two parts, gave half of it to a Peer, and doing ſo, has 
not forfeited his ſeat— as if the Maſter of the Mint was to give 
generally the office to a Peer, and reſerve to himſelf, being a Com- 
moner, only the coining of fixpences— Would he not hold a new 
office, though he might ſtill call himſelf a Maſter of the Mint? 

Sir, I have only one word more. In the ſtatement I have de- 
livered, it is ſatisfactorily made out, that no neceſſity for creating 
this office has been proved, and that, if the neceſſity was proved, 
Rill under the law it is impoſſible that the right honourable gentle- 
man can retain his ſeat. Sir, I aſſure you, in making this motion, 
I am not actuated by a deſire to interfere with His Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, or to throw difficulties in the way of the public proceedings, 
but by an anxious deſire to vindicate the honour and character of 
the Houſe, by prevailing on them to ſhew that they wiſh to preſerve 
inviolate the law; the more fo, as the King's ſpeech recommends ſo 
ſtrongly to them to enforce obedience to the laws. And I recom- 
mend it to the right honourable gentleman, if he wants a new ar- 
rangement, to look to his friend on the right (Mr. Windham), who 
is at the head of an eſtabliſhment of no leſs than Forty-two thouſand 
pounds a year, and to divide with him, rather than lay new exactions 
on the Public. | 4 laugh from the other ſide ] —Sir, I cannot fee 
that it is a reaſonable provocation to laughter to be told, and truly 
told, that one man poſſeſſes an eſtabliſhment of 42,0001. a year, 
or that another fits in this Houſe who by law has no right to fit in 
it, and is called upon to ſhew cauſe for his doing ſo. Gentlemen 
ſhould not chuſe this night for laughter: diſcretion ſhould point 
out to them a conduQ more becoming the time and their own fitu- 
ations. A gentleman on the oppoſite fide, the other night, la- 
mented that there was not a fuller attendance on this fide of the 
Houſe ; and it would be well if, before they indulge in unſecmly, 
ill- timed levity, gentlemen would conſider whether laughter is the 
mode that ſhould be taken to induce the attendance of abſent 
Members. Sir, I have done; I ſhall now make my motion, 
firſt begging that the act I allude to (Mr. Burke's bill) may 
be read. 
The act being read, he mived, 
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ment was in addition to the offices of Secretary of State for the 
Home and for the Foreign Departments, eſtabliſhed on the 1th 
of July, 1794- 

That the right honourable Henry Dundas, having accepted 
the ffice of Secretary of State for the War Department, was in- 
capable of being elected to ſerve in Parliament, and ought not to 
fit in this Houſe.” 

'Mr. Secretary DUNDAS— The honourable gentleman, in the 
manner in which he introduced the preſent motion, ſo particularly 
alluded to me, that it may be expected I ſhould fay ſome- 
thing in reply ; and I conceive that I cannot better refute the ob- 
jections he has ſtated, or better demonſtrate the impropriety of the 
meaſure he has propoſed, than by giving an accurate ſtatement of 
the circumſtances to which he has directed the attention of the 
Houſe. In the year 1791, His Majeſty was pleaſed to call upon 
me to undertake the office of Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment. At this period the duty attached to the ſituation com- 
prehended the internal correſpondence with the different parts of the 
country, with Ireland, the colonies, and in general every thing rela- 
tive to the Executive Adminiſtration. When the war broke out, the 
military correſpondence was likewiſe conducted by this department, 
and there continued till it was Thought proper to form a new ar- 
rangement. I ſhall not enter into the conſideration, whether the 
place of third Secretary of State was rightly aboliſhed, or whether 
it was rightly reſtored : I ſhall not now diſcuſs, whether the exten- 
five concerns which come under the adminiſtration of the offices 
alluded to, can beſt be conducted by two, or by three: this ſubject 
forms no part of the preſent conſideration ; and as to the perſonal 
topics which the honourable gentleman urged fo variouſly and fo 
often, I ſhall paſs them over without particular notice. Still, how- 
ever, I ſhould deem it unmanly, were I not to embrace this oppor- 
tunity to ſtate diſtinctly, as a mere matter of opinion be it under- 
ſtood, that the buſineſs of that office which is the ſubject of conſi- 
deration, is more than would be proper to commit to any individual, 
be his talents and his aſſiduity what they may. The increaſe of 
buſineſs ariſing out of the war, the new and ſtrange ſcenes which 
were acted in various parts of the country, the frantic and dan- 
gerous deſigns which were proſecuted with ſuch perſeverance and 
activity to diſturb the public tranquillity and to overthrow our 
happy Conſtitution, called for an additional portion of induſtry, and 
additional means of carrying on the buſineſs of the State with new 
vigilance and undivided attention. On this point, however, I 
merely throw out my perſonal opinion; it does not belong to the 
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preſent diſcuſſion. The queſtion for the deliberation of the Houſe, 
and the only ſubject on which they have to decide, is, Whether I am 
a third Secretary of State in terms of Mr. Burke's act? In reply 
to the arguments which the honourable gentleman has urged in ſup- 
port of the affirmative, I ſhall boldly ſtate the fact: — In the year 
1791, I received from His Majeſty the ſeals of the Home Depart- 
ment, and at the fame time I was cuſtodier of thoſe which had be- 
longed to Lord George Germaine, A new arrangement having 
taken place, I carried the ſeals of which I had been the cuſtodier to 
His Majeſty, who delivered them to the Duke of Portland. I was 
then ordered by His Majeſty to continue the military correſpondence, 
and to conduct the buſineſs of Secretary of State fo far as related to 
this object. How then can I in any reſpect be conſidered the third 
Secretary of State? I continued to perform a conſiderable part of 
the duty which had devolved upon me when I accepted the appoint- 
ment in 1791. If two known and eftabliſhed Secretaries of State 
exiſted, and another is added, by what kind of argument is it to be 
proved, that the perſon who diſcharged one of theſe offices is to be 
conſidered either as the new or the third Secretary of State? Ir fo 
happens, however, that none of the buſineſs which belongs to the 
office of « third Secretary, aboliſhed by Mr. Burke's bill, is attached 
to the office which I now hold; the buſineſs which it comprehends 
is quite diftin from that for which a third Secretary of State was 
deemed urineceſſary, and is poſterior to Mr. Burke's bill. In the 
fituation which I received in 1791, I have ſtood fince; and I now 
only am in poſſeſſion of a part of that buſineſs which was then 
wholly under my care. The evidence upon which the Report © 
the Select Committee is made, does not prove who is, or who is not, 
third Secretary of State. The perſons examined by that Commit- 
tee explain the nature of the buſineſs tranſacted in the different 
-offices, but do not attempt to diſtinguiſh who is firſt, ſecond, or 
third Secretary of State. The military branch, and the matters 
connected with it, are carried on in my department ; but I cannot 
conceive how this at all ſerves to eſtabliſh, that I, who performed 
that duty before, muſt be the new Secretary of State, or that I come 
under the incapacities which Mr. Burke's bill enacts. The name by 
which the office may be diſtinguiſhed is of no conſequence ; it does 
not in any manner ſupport the point which the honourable gentle- 
man endeavours to prove. Does the fact juſtify the concluſions 
which he draws ? Did I receive any new patent from His Majeſty 
for the office which I hold? did J receive any new falary ?—Cer- 
tainly not. In no reſpect were the emoluments I enjoyed either in- 


creaſed or diminiſhed ; they ſtand preciſely as they did before the 
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new arrangement took place. I was then, and till am, one of the 
Principal Secretaries of State, while there are three to whom this 
character belongs, without its being at all ſpecited with what parti- 
cular department they are entruſted. But with regard to the opera- 
tion of the bill upon which this motion is founded, it likewife ought 
to be confidered what is its ſpirit and object. It was intended to 
guard againſt the increaſe of public offices, in ſo far as thoſe who 
occupied them were, or were not, to be Members of this Houſe. 
But becauſe ir ſuited the ſtate of the civil liſt at the period when it 
was paſſed, does it follow that it muſt be applicable to the preſent 
times? It does not enact that a third Secretary of State ſhall not 
be appointed ; but its effe& is, that this third Sceretary of State ſhall 
not be a Member of the Houſe of Commons. Before any change took 
place, I fat in this Houſe ; and now I claim the right, both on my 
own account, and from a regard for the privileges of my conftitu- 
ents, to exerciſe my legiſlative capacity. No change has taken 
place in any ſituation fince J was firit choſen after being appointed 
in 1791 ; but that part of the duty which I performed, is now 
executed by the Duke of Portland. Upon what ground, then, is 
the honourable gentleman to ſatisfy the Houſe that I have forfeited 
my right to a ſeat here? The friends of the honourable gentleman 
have likewiſe ſome reaſon to complain of him, that he ſeems deſi- 
rous to effect what their ingenuity and talents had never diſcovered 
to be attainable. Although the honourable gentleman's abilities 
may be very conſpicuous, yet the queſtion was agitated by an ho- 
nourable friend of his with no leſs ingenuity, and with no leſs {kill ; 
but it was admitted that no incapacity to fit in this Houſe aroſe from 
the circumſtances to which the attention of the Houſe was called. 
After the diſcuſſion which the ſubject had already undergone, I 
cannot but think, too, that my conſtituents would not be fairly dealt 
with, were they to ſee their repreſentative declared to have incurred 
an incapacity by an act on which diſcuſſion had already taken place, 
and the opinion of the Houſe had been pronounced. Having thus 
ſtared the fa &s upon which the diſcuſſion of the preſent queſtion 
mu't proceed, I ſhall trouble the Houſe no longer, and ſhall there- 
fore give my negative to the motion. 

Mr. MARTIN faid, that whether the right honourable gentle- 
man, by holding his prefent office of Secretary of State, had vio- 
lated the letter of Mr. Burke's bill, in his opinion the ſpirit of it 
had been diſregarded. Its object was, to guard againſt the influence 
of the Crown, and to ſecure the independence of Parliament; which, 
by the proceeding in queſtion, would be defeated. 

Mr. TIERNEY The preſent is a ſubje& upon which I ſhould 
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have expected that the Crown Lawyers would have favoured the 
Houſe with their lights, and that a queſtion which turns upon the 
interpretation of an a& of Parliament would have called forth ſome 
legal knowledge. On ſuch a queſtion, it certainly is unpleaſant to 
me to find the diſcuſſion wholly devolved upon myſelf. I could 
have wiſhed that ſome of the learned gentlemen, and a learned 
Judge whom I now ſee in his place, who are generally ready to 
aſſiſt their friends upon the other ſide with their legal abilities, would 
have now come forward. I was defirous to have exerciſed the 
right which I have to cloſe the debate. [The Speaker informed 
Mr. Tierney, that it was matter of indulgence, not of right, for the 
opener of a queſtion to cloſe the debate. ] If not a matter of right, 
it certainly is an indulgence which in few inftances has been re- 
fuſed. Of this indulgence, then, I was deſirous to avail myſelf, as 
the laſt ſpeaker, to reply to ſuch arguments as might have been urged. 
Perhaps it is in vain to preſs theſe learned gentlemen to enter the 
field; they have ſo repeatedly failed in the legal arguments which 
they were called upon to maintain, that they are cautious of expo- 
fing themſelves to a ſecond failure. In this ſituation, then, Jam 
compelled to ſupport the arguments I have advanced with no other 
countenance but that of the Houſe : even of this, indeed, I ſeem 
to be deprived, if I can judge from the merriment with which the 
propolition was received. Even the right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt), who is not backward to ſpeak, ſeems to decline : if, 
however, he does come forward, I hope he will confine himſelf to 
matter of fact, and not indulge himſelf in extraneous argument, be- 
cauſe he knows, that as I have no right to ſpeak a third time, I 
cannot anſwer him. He, too, is implicated in one of the moſt wan- 
ton, unneceſſary, and inſulting jobs, by which this country was ever 
diſgraced! The right honourable gentleman, however, ſays, that 
he is not third Secretary of State, becauſe he was Secretary of State 
before : thus he argues, that, having once been in that capacity, he 
muſt ever retain the character as long as he is employed in public 
affairs, and lingers about any of the offices of State. 
If it is true that the right honourable gentleman only has a part 
of the duty, is he not, in fact, no more than an officer of the Duke 
of Portland's, and diſqualified equally to fit in Parliament, as com- 
ing under the exceptions of the 1 5th of George the Second? By 
that act, one Under Secretary in each department, and no more, is 
allowed to fit in Parliament. The right honoyrable gentleman cer- 
tainly does not act in the character of Under Secretary for the Home 


Department; what difference, then, does there exiſt between him 


and any other perſon out of the Duke of Portland's office ? In 
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adopting this mode of defence, the right honourable gentleman 
ſeems to have been off his guard ; and had he adviſed with his 


learned friends, they probably would have diſſuaded him from 


committing himſelf by ſuch a mode of argument. But, it is ſaid, 
the ſubject was formerly diſcuſſed : now, however, circumſtances 


are altered, and the queſtion comes forward in a different point of 


view; here the job, which formerly was imperfectly known, is 
detefied. It was not then known that the right honourable gentle- 
man held the office which is now diſtinguiſhed by the title of he 
War Department, hitherto unknown. In anſwer to the charge of 
thus holding the office of third Secretary of State, a poor joke is 
again repeated ; and we are aſked, whether thoſe who were in, or 
he who joins, is to be juſtly deemed the new Secretary? But what 
does this prove? When the new arrangement was adopted, a break 
took place ſomewhere — when the Duke of Portland was introduced 
into the ſituation which the right honourable gentleman held, and 
was entruſted, at leaſt, with part of the buſineſs which he previ- 
ouſly performed. The Duke of Portland now occupies the Home 
Department : the deſcription given of that department in the Re- 
port of the Committee in 1786, is preciſely that which is given by 
Mr. King, the Under Secretary of State of that department at the 
preſent moment, excepting the buſineſs of the Eaſt Indies. A new 
diviſion, however, it ſeems, has taken place. Doubtleſs His Ma- 
jeſty may divide the office into as many parts as he pleaſes, if he 
does not call upon this Houſe for the payment of thoſe who are em- 
ployed. I call upon the Houſe, however, to ſay, what control they 
are to exerciſe upon this prerogative? The Houſe can ſay to His 
Majeſty, © You can make Placemen, but you cannot give places 
to Members of Parliament.” His Majeſty cannot, by extending 
the number of Principal Secretaries, increaſe the number of Under 
Secretaries qualified to ſit in the Houſe of Commons. By the new 
arrangements, however, two Members are made. It is ſaid, in- 
deed, that the Under Secretary takes no ſalary. Without any diſ- 
reſpe for that gentleman, however, he might change his mind, or 
others in his fituation might differ from him. The ſtatute of 
Queen Anne creates an incapacity, whether the ſalary be reccived or 
not ; and this point I ſhould be glad to argue with any lawyer, from 
the Lord Chancellor to the youngeſt Student, were the point to be 
denied. No matter by what motive the honourable gentleman 
may be actuated; the incapacity is legally declared. Whether he 
is pleaſed to perform for nothing the buſineſs of the right honourable 
gentleman in the morning, to have the pleaſure of hearing his elo- 
quence in the evening, or whether he follows virtue for its own 
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fake, is all one; it is againſt law, and that is enough. It is againſt 
the admiſſion of the principle that I now contend ; it is not from 
perſonal motives to attack the ſeats of any honourable gentlemen, 
but it is to have an opportunity to bring to proof what is meant by 
the Conſtitution, what is meant by enforcing abedience to the laws, 
that I urge the preſent queſtion. I call on the Houſe to do what 
they pledge themſelves to do in the addreſs on the King's ſpeech ; 
and how is the propoſition received? with a laugh! Do gentle- 
men really think that the people of this country are ſo ſunk in apa- 
thy that they can endure this mockery? Do you think that the 
people without doors will be ſatisfied, when this debate goes abroad, 
with the juggle with which the ſerious charge I have made has been 
advanced? When it is aſſerted and proved by the evidence of a Select 
Committee, and when it is demonſtrated by an act of Parliament, 
that an honourable gentleman fits in this Houſe who is diſqualified 
by law, do you think it will do to ſay, that it is not proved whether 
he be the firſt, ſecond, or third Secretary? The right honourable 
gentleman ſays he will inquire whether the. arrangement be neceſſary 
or not; but docs he think the country will be ſatisfied with this? 
Will they not ſee the groſs inſult which they have received in the 
Juggle with which it is attempted to impoſe upon their underſtand- 
ings? Such a defence as this will never convince the Public that 
new offices have not been created to extend the influence of the 
Crown, and tc corrupt the independence of Parliament ; it will 
not convince them that men are not thus introduced into Parlia- 
ment, who by law are diſqualified. At a moment fo perilous as 
the preſent, it ought to be our buſineſs, not to outrage, but to con- 
ciliate the public opinion : we ought not to endeavour, by a quib- 
ble, to evade the execution of law. The People are entitled to 
ſomething on their ſide ; ſome liberality ought to be ſhewn to 
their claims. I am not very apt to deſpond. I believe that 
the energy of the country is great—that its reſources are exten- 
five ; but they are not the refources of abundance ; they can only 
be called forth by a Houſe of Commons poſſeſſing the confi- 
dence and good opinion of the People. If you ſhow them that 
you are more diſpoſed to curry favour with the King, if you ſhow 


- yourſelves more diſpoſed to employ a vigour beyond the law againſt 


the People, and a vigour leſs than the law in the vindication of 
their rights, you may vote grants, but they will be barren ; you may 
impoſe taxes, but they will be unproductive. If, indeed, you ſhow 
a determination to enforce the laws equally againſt high and againſt 
low, then you will find in the People energies inexhauſtible, and re- 
ſources without end. The right honourable gentleman, however, 
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ſays, © Prove me to be third Secretary of State: I went with the 
ſeals, and delivered them to the Duke of Portland.” Thus he en- 
deavours to eſcape by a juggle: © Handy dandy ! which is the juſtice, 
and which the thief ?“ The facts on which I reſt this charge, 
however, are founded upon no quibble. The two departments for 
Home and Foreign Affairs are known. Since 1794, there has 
been a Secretary for the War Department. The whole matter, 
then, is reduced to a quibble, whether Mr. Dundas or the Duke of 
Portland be the new Secretary ; and becauſe the Duke came laſt 
into office, it muſt be inferred, forſooth, that he is the new Secre- 
tary, But the law does not aſk who is the officer ; it looks at the 
office ; and if the new officer is found in the old department, and 
the former Secretary in an office hitherto unknown, it cannot be 
difhcult to decide which of them is to be held as the new Secretary 
of State. The 6th of Anne is expreſsly againſt any perſon hold- 
ing a new office ; and the queſtion here is, not whether Mr. Dun- 
das is an old officer, but whether his office is a new office? That 
the point is one which admits, at leaſt, of doubt againſt them, Mi- 
niſters cannot but admit. If it be an object of diſcuſſion, why not 
get the matter decided and explained by an act of Parliament? 
This was done in regard to bounty- money when a doubt aroſe on 
Mr. Burke's bill. This, at leaſt, would ſhield the Houſe from the 
diſgrace of ſanctioning a groſs violation of law. The defence now 
attempted is at once iujurious to the rights, and inſulting to the un- 
derſtandings of the People; a miſerable juggle to defeat an act of 
Parliament intended to control the influence of the Crown, and to 
ſecure the independence of the Houſe of Commons. 

Whatever may be the fate of this motion, I have done my duty. 
Gentlemen may vote as they think proper ; I have exculpated my- 
ſelf from the conſequences. H it ſhall be carried, I ſhall have the 
ſatisfaction of having contributed ſomething to defend the rights of 
the People, and to ſecure the purity of this Houſe. If it be re- 
jected, I ſhall have the conſolation of knowing that I have exerted 
myſcit to ſhow to the People what is really meant by the Conſtitution 
of which gentlemen buaſt ſo much, and thoſe laws which they 
pledge themſelves to enforce ; at leaſt it will ſhew to the conſtituents 


of the right honourable gentleman, to the people of Scotland, to the 


ſurvivors of thoſe who fell at Tranent, the conſequences which at- 
tach to the ſame conduct in different circumſtances : it will ſhew 
them, that while one ſet of men, for their oppoſition to the law, are 
doomed to the horrors of military execution, others can protect them- 
ſelves, by a pitiful juggle, from the penalties of the violation of 
Which they have been guilty. | 
Vor. IV. 8 | - 
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Mr. Chancellor PIT T. Whenever the honourable gentleman 
ſhall think fit again to allude to the affair of Tranent, I hope he 
will do fo in a manner that will connect it a little better with the 
ſubjeR in diſcuſſion. The honourable gentleman maintains that 
he has a right to ſpeak laſt, becauſe he is the mover of the queſtion 
before the Houſe. That, indeed, has been uſual and cuſtomary, 
from the indulgence of the Houſe ; but I know of no righr 
that any Member has to inſiſt upon it; ſo far is it from being 
ſo underſtood, that I have known many inſtances in which the 
mover has made what is generally termed a reply, and others 
have ſpoken after him. The honourable gentleman has already 
made two ſpeeches, and, perhaps, he may ſpeak a third time ; 
but I deny the right he has tv demand a third hearing upon 
one queſtion. He complains, however, that nobody has choſen 
to anſwer him but my right honourable friend. It does not 
ſeem to me difficult to account for the filence of which the ho- 
nourable gentleman complains : thoſe who might at firſt think 
that the honourable gentleman's ſpeech required an anſwer, 
thought the ſtatement afterwards made by my right honourable 
friend was ſufficiently convincing to the Houfe without another 
word being uttered upon the ſubject; for little, indeed, need be 
faid, as the honourable gentleman, although he indulged himſelf 
conſiderably in the diſplay of a digreſſive eloquence, it applied to any 
thing but the ſubje& in debate, eſpecially in his laſt ſpeech ; he 
called, in a preſſing, taunting manner, for a reply, although he 
claimed the right of ſpeaking laſt. He ſeemed alſo to lay it down 
as a rule, that Members of Parliament ought to wait for the opin- 
ion of lawyers upon the preſent queſtion ; and ſeemed to be pretty 
confident of his own legal knowledge, although he is not a lawyer. 
True it is, indeed, that he paſſed part of his early days in one of 
the Inns of Court ; but I do not know that ſuch of us who are not 
lawyers ſhould be ſilent in his preſence upon ſuch a point as this ; 
nor do I underſtand by what rule or principle it is that a Member 
of Parliament, who is not a lawyer, is not to judge, and, if he 
pleaſes, to deliver his opinion upon the ſtatutes of this realm, be- 
cauſe we have among us a learned Judge, and many gentlemen of 
the long robe, and great and eminent Crown Lawyers. I ſhould 
be happy to hear any of thoſe profeſſional gentlemen upon any legal 
queſtion. I have as ſincere a reſpect for their authority as the ho- 
nourable gentleman who now wiſhes to hear no other; but, as 2 
Member of Parliament, I am not bound by their authority: I muſt 
judge for myſelf. Why, then, having ſettled the queſtion of right 
to judge and ſpeak for myſelf, I am come to the conſtruQion of 
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the ſtatute to which the honourable gentleman refers ; and here let 
me obſerve, by the way, to the honourable gentleman who ſpeaks ſo 
vauntingly that we have not the opinion of any lawyer in our favour, 
there is not the opinion of any lawyer againſt us. I, therefore, an 
unlcarned man, am left to form my opinion as well as I can. In- 
deed, the honourable gentleman's conſiſtency is a little doubtful, for 
by one part of his ſpeech he calls upon us to give opinions, and in 
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another he directs us to wait for the opinion of lawyers. He talks 


a good deal too of a laugh, which ſeemed to be very offenſive to him, 
and which J did not ſee; to be diſconcerted by ſuch a trifle, does 
not ſeem to me to be very conſiſtent with that ſtate of nerves which 
the honourable gentleman ſeemed to be in while he was making 
pretty bold affertions. He ſeemed alſo to inſinuate that this prac- 
tice of laughter will keep other Members of this Houſe from com- 
ing among us to do their duty ; to which I can only anſwer, that I 
hope they have a better reaſon for ſtaying away than the fear of be- 
ing laughed at if they return. The ſtatement of my right honour- 
able friend is not fairly liable to the obſervations which the honour- 
able gentleman was pleaſed to make, by way of anticipation upon it. 
My right honourable friend ſays “ Here are three Secretaries of 
6 State, two of them exiſted before; another is added. Who is 
{© the third, either of the former two, or the one who is addded to 
© them?” This is preciſely the caſe which we are now debating ; 
nor is it poſſible fairly ro ſtate it otherwiſe, unleſs it could be proved 
that each office of Secretary of State has, not by cuſtom and conve- 
nience for practical purpoſes, but by law, a particular deſignation, 
department and diviſion. I fay the office of Secretary of State has 
no ſuch department, deſignation, or diviſion by law, but is, in the 
legal ſenſe, independent of any ſuch diſtindtion. The office of Se- 
eretary of State, in the legal ſenſe, depends upon the grant and the 
delivery of the ſeals; the title of the office is, © One of His Ma- 
jeſty's Principal Secretaries of State.” By that grant, and the de- 
livery of the ſeals, every one of theſe perſons becomes a legal organ 
to counterſign any act of ſtate, and he is placed afterwards in that 
department of buſineſs, which His Majeſty in his wiſdom thinks fit 
to allot for him. This is the real ſtate of the caſe, and has been 
uniformly the practice, nor is there any limitation of the number of 
Secretaries of State ; they have frequently been of different num- 
bers, as may be ſcen in different periods of your hiſtory. In that 
cafe, we ſtand now as we originally ſtood. But the honourable gen- 
tleman has made one conceſſion in his ſpeech for which I am 
obliged to him. He ſaid it would be arrogant in him to bring this 
matter forward after what had been ſo ably faid upon it when it was 
8 2 
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before the Houſe a conſiderable time ago, unleſs he could prove that 
ſomething had appeared fince to add to and caſt new light upon it; 
and then he refers to the Report of the Committee, and upon it he 
repeats the old witticiſm, if fo it can be called, That now we 
have a Secretary at War and a War Secretary.” Perhaps I ought 
to be aſhamed of having now in my ear theſe words which were 
uttered three years ago ; I cannot, however, help obſerving, that 
they were uttered by gentlemen who were at leaſt as much maſters 
of pleaſantry as the honourable gentleman ; and yet theſe gentle- 
men, it ſeems, with all their faculties to provoke laughter, are now 
themſelves afraid of returning to their duty for fear of being laughed 
at. The honourable gentleman relies much upon the language of 
the laſt Report of the Committee upon offices, and triumphantly con- 
cludes from thence that my right honourable friend is a third Se- 
cretary of State. To which I anſwer, that the language of the 
Report, and that of the clerks who gave their evidence before the 
Committee, is taken merely from popular acceptation in the com- 
mon ſtile of buſineſs, and has no reference whatever to the real and 
legal definition of the office. How is this office of Secretary conſti- 
tuted * By the grant by His Majeſty and the delivery of the ſeals. 
Has my right honourable friend, Mr. Dundas, any new grant as 
Secretary of State ſince the year 1791 ? No. Have any new ſeals 
been delivered to him? No. He has now the old ſeals and the old 
grant. I ſay then that according to the ſpirit of the act of the 6th 
of Anne, my right hononrable friend has not forfeited his right to 
fit in this Houſe, and if the honourable gentleman had a right to 
ſpeak a third time he would hardly be able to perſuade this Houſe 
that holding the old grant and the old ſeals conſtitute a new Scerc- 
tary of State, merely becauſe he happens to have leſs duty now in 
the office than he had in the year 1791; and I leave, after this, 
the queſtion to be decided, on which fide the quibbling lyes in this 
caſe. Indeed, the honourable gentleman had one more reaſon to 
ſupport his propoſition — The act of Parliament brought forward by 
Mr. Burke ſtated, that the office of a third Secretary of State, or of 
Seeretary to the colonies, ſhould be deemed?a new office. My right 
- honourable friend had nothing whatever to do with the colonies, and 
therefore the honourable gentleman might conclude that he ſhould 
he deemed Secretary to the colonies. But, after all, what is the 
ſpirit of Mr. Burke's bill? I am not arguing with gentlemen 
what in their opinion the ſpirit of that bill ought to be, but what ac- 
tually is. It is not a bill to reſtrain the creation of offices generally 
not to prevent His Majeſty even from having a third Secretaly 
of State by name ; but it ſtates, that if a third Secretary of State, t 
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Secretary of the plantations, be added - what is the reſult? that 
ſuch an appointment is againſt law ? nothing like it, for it only pro- 
vides that ſuch a Secretary ſhall not fit in the Houſe of Commons. 
Now, who is the perſon who is the third Secretary of State? A 
Member of the Houſe of Lords Gentlemen may fay, that the act 
of Parliament to which I am alluding was paſſed with a view to 
prevent His Majeſty's influence being extended in the Council of 
the nation, and that the third Secretary of State ought to have no 
ſeat in the Houſe of Lords any more than in the Houſe of Com- 
mons: To which I anſwer again, that we muſt look at what the 
law is, not what ſome gentlemen may think it ought to be. The 
other part of the honourable gentleman's ſpecch was a mixture of 
liberality and pleaſantneſs. He takes great merit to himſelf for 
not moving againſt thoſe Members of this Houſe who hold employ- 
ments in the office of my right honourable friend. I do not know 
how much they feel themſelves obliged to him, and I leave it to 
himſelf to ſhew how that is conſiſtent in a gentleman who aſſures us 
he is actuated only by a ſenſe of public duty. As to the idea 
thrown out by the honourable gentleman, that Mr. Dundas may 
be conſidered as a fort of Secretarv to the Duke of Portland, I muſt 
obſerve again that he cannot be ſo conſidered, that the whole is mat- 
ter of arrangement to tranſa& the public buſineſs more conveniently 
than it was tranſacted before, and that my right honourable friend 
holds the ſame office as he did formerly, but tranſacts now only part 
of what he did before the new arrangement. Ina word, I think 
this a caſe in which there is no doubt; and, if the honourable gen- 
tleman thinks it would have been arrogant in him to have brought 
this ſubject forward without ſome new ground to ſupport it, the ſen- 
tence is one which he has pronounced on himſelf, and which 
otherwiſe I ſhould not have thought of pronouncing on him. 

Mr. TIERNEY. If any language of mine has appeared to 
be harſh in this diſcuſſion, the fault is not mine; it aroſe out of 
the ſubject. I ſaid, this was a job; I ſay fo till, becauſe I think 
ſo. I ſaid alſo, that I ſhould have been arrogant if J brought this 
matter forward without ſome new ground to ſupport me : that new 
ground J had, and I have laid it before this Houſe ; it is in the diſ- 
cloſure made by the Report of the Committce to which I have re- 
ferred. That Report ſtates, that the office of Secretary of the 
War Department exiſted fince the 11th of July, 1794. I fay 
this juſtifies me in the ſtatement I made. I know I have no right 
to reply; but J am contented to let my arguments, poor as they 
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are, go out to the Public, and oppoſed to the arguments of the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer and his right honourable friend. The 
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right honourable gentleman ſays, that I ſaid J thought my friends 
wou'd be afraid of being laughed at if they returned to this Houſe. 
I ſaid no ſuch thing; and, now that I am upon this ſubject, I 
think it right that I ſhould declare, that I have acted in concert 
with no one upon this ſubject; and it is but juſtice to others to 
take to myſelf excluſively whatever of diſgrace or abſurdity may 
attach to the preſent motion. I believe my friends, to whom the 
right honournble gentleman alludes, have ceaſed to give that con- 
ſtant attendance to which they were accuſtomed, from the deſpair of 
being able to render any ſervice to their Countey in this Houſe —I 
ſhould not think that what has paſſed this evening would afford any 
great inducement to them to return; but whether they will return 
or not—when, where, or on what occaſion, I beg to the diſtinctly 
underſtood as not pretending to have any information of, or to 
offer any opinion whatever upon. I certainly have no authority 
ſo to do. 

Lord HAWESBURY roſe, he faid, in conſequence of what 
had fallen from the honourable gentleman, Mr. Tierney, reſpecting 
the melancholy aſſair of Tranent, and with a view to caution the 
Houſe againſt the groſs calumnies and malevolent miſrepreſentations 
which had been induſtriouſly circulated with regard to that buſineſs, 
Should an inquiry be ever made into it by the Houſe, he pledged 
himſelf to prove to their fulleſt ſatisfaction, that the troops em- 
ployed on that unfortunate occaſion, ſo far from deſerving to be 
branded with any epithets of reproach, would, on the contrary, he 
truſted, have the ſatisfaQion of hearing that their conduct had re- 
ceived its unanimous approbation ; and, indeed, their behaviour was 
ſo far from being marked with wantonneſs and cruelty, that he had 
in pofleſion bundant evidence to ſhew that they evinced the 
greateſt patience and forbearance, and that it was in every re- 
ſpect very little calculcated to draw on them the abuſe and con- 
demnation which, from certain quarters, they had ſo liberally 
received. 

Mr. TIERNEY begged that he might not be underſtood to 
have delivered any opinion on the conduct of the military, or to have 
pronounced that, on the occaſion alluded to, it was juſt or other- 
wife. He had only obferved generally, that the laws which were 
favourable to the views of Government were executed with alacrity 
and vigour, and even backed, if neceſſary, by military execution; 
whilc thoſe that protected the liberties of the people, ſeemed to be 
enforced with reluctance, or entirely overlookxed. With reſpect to 
the challenge of the noble Lord to go into an inquiry, of the affair 
at Tranem, he mult be allowed to ſay, that afier what have paſſed 
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this evening, he had no great encouragement again to trouble the 
Houſe. 
ſuppreſſing evidence under the pretence that the witneſſes were 
bribed, would allow the truth to come to light, he ſhould have no 
objection to meet the noble Lord's diſcuſſion whenever he choſe. 
Mr. BURDON faid, he always felt anxious that the Houſe 
ſhould know the grounds upon which he gave his vote on this, as 
well as on every other occaſion. He roſe, however, at preſent, merely 
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| to juſtify the proceedings of the Committee of Finance, of which 


he had the honour to be a Member, and on which the honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Tierney) had built the principal arguments of his 
ſpeech. Theſe arguments were principally taken from the Appen- 
dix to this Report; and for his own part, he could ſay that he ſaw 
nothing in it that warranted the inference that was drawn from it 
by the honourable gentleman---by the Members of that Committee 


light of State Offices, nor was there ever hinted any thing reſpect- 
ing a legal view of the reſpeQive ſituations in which the Sceretaries 
of State were placed. Nothing could, therefore, be deduced from 
the Report of the Committee to diſentangle the litigated point, or to 
prove that the fituation now held by Mr. Dundas was a new office, 
or that that right honourable gentleman was the third Secretary of 
State. The honourable gentleman who made the preſent motion 
complained that he was diſcouraged in the performance of his duty 
from not receiving the countenance of what he called independent 
Members. For his part, he had long fince made up his mind re- 
ſpecting the tendeney of the financial reports; nor was he induced 
to alter it by any thing that had fallen from the honourable gentle- 
man. He had ſaid thus much to ſhew that there was no contra- 
diction in the vote he was about to give againſt the preſent motion, 
as he would give it on the principle which directed his conduct in 
the Committee of Finance. 

Mr. H. ADDINGTON roſe to give additional information in 
corroboration of what was advanced by Lord Hawkefbury reſpect- 
Ing the affair at Tranent. He was in Scotland after that unfortu- 
nate buſineſs had taken place; he was acquainted with the Magiſ- 
trates who had acted on it, and had heard from them that nothing 
could be more temperate and forbearing than the conduct of the 
officer who commanded the troops; he could not therefore but re- 
probate the miſchievous miſrepreſentations and groſs calumnies that 
were heaped upon their conduct in ſome of the new{papers, and he 
truſted it would be fully inveſtigated, when it would appear that their 


If, however, the-Lord Advocate of Scotland, inſtead of 


the appointments under diſcuſſion were viewed only in the general 
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behaviour had been ſuch as would entitle them to the approbation 
of the Houſe, and to the gratitude of their country. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY faid, that it was evident from the 
Report of the Seeret Committee that there exiſted three diſtin ap- 
pointments to the offices of Secretary of State, and that theſe ap- 
pointments were acknowledged under the abſolute ſignature of the 
perſons who held them. At the head of the office of the War De- 
partment appeared Mr. Dundas ; and if he appeared in this new 
department, he muſt naturally be looked on as the new Secretary of 
State ; but he did preſide in this new office, and conſequently, in 
point of fact and in common ſenſe, he muſt be regarded as the new 
Secretary of State. As to the tranſaction being denominated a job, 
that was a queſtion not now before the Houſe, though he would not 
heſitate to ſtyle it ſuch, if the place was proved to be unneceſſary. 
This was the light in which he viewed the buſineſs, and his conſci- 
ence directed him to vote for the motion. 

Mr. TIERNEY explained again, and repeated, that the laws 
that favoured Government were enforced by military execution, 
He had faid nothing to criminate any officer concerned in the affair 
of Tranent, having no evidence to ſupport ſuch a charge; but he 
had reaſon to believe that the ſoldiers had ſome of them been guilty 
of the moſt wanton cruelty. 

Sir WILLIAM YOUNG thought a parallel caſe to that now 
under diſcuſſion had taken place with regard to a noble friend of his 
who had paſſed from the Home to the Foreign Department. When 
that noble Lord was removed from one office of Secretary of State 
to another, there was certainly no idea that this change could be re- 
garded as a creation of a new office. In like manner the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had removed from one office 
to another, but this he denied to be a creation of a new office. On 
this ground he would oppoſe the motion. 

The queſtion was now called for, and the Houſe divided on 
Mr. Tierney's motion. Ayes, 8; Noes, 139. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wedneſday, November 8. 


The order of the day being read for the Lords to be ſummoned, 
and the Lord Viſcount Duncan being in his place, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, in purſuance of the order of the Houſe of Friday laſt, gave 
his Lordſhip the thanks of the Houſe as follow, viz. 


&« Lord Viſcount Duncan, 


« Tam commanded by the Lords to give your Lordſhip the 
thanks of this Houſe, for your able and gallant conduct in the 
brilliant and deciſive victory obtained over the Dutch fleet on the 
eleventh day of October laſt ; as well as for the zeal, courage, and 
perſeverance, which you have uniformly manifeſted during the ar- 
duous period in which you have commanded His Majeſty's fleet in 
the North Sea, 

At the ſame time that this vote paſſed unanimouſly, their Lord- 
ſhips were pleaſed to order, that all the Peers ſhould be ſummoned 3 
to attend the Houſe on the occaſion : a diſtinction unprecedented, 38 
but called for by the general admiration your conduct has inſpired, [. 
and ſtrongly expreſſive of that peculiar ſatisfaction which the Peers #44 
muſt feel upon your Lordſhip's promotion to a diſtinguiſhed ſeat in bY { 
this Houſe. 2 

© Splendid in all its circumſtances as the victory obtained by Ly 
His Majeſty's fleet under your command has been, important as it 
muff prove in its conſequenees to the ſecurity of all His Majeſty's do- 
minions, and, under the divine bleſſing, to the favourable iſſue of 
the arduous conteſt in which they are engaged; the magnitude and 
luſtre of theſe conſiderations have not ſo occupied the obſervation of 
the Lords as to make them unmindful of the conſtant vigilance with 
which your Lordſhip had, in the whole courſe of your command for 
three ſueceffive ſeaſons, watched and fruſtrated every deſign of the 
enemy; nor the manly fortitude with which you had ſuſtained the 
temporary detection of the greater part of your force; nor, above 
all, that undauntcd reſolution with which, at ſo momentous a crifis, 
you procceded to check and to control the preſumptuous hopes of 
the enemy. | 

* Theſe are merits in which fortune can claim no ſhare ; they 
pring from that energy of ming and that ardent love of your 
mry which has ditedted your own cur.dutt, and animated the 
. 13 
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officers and men under your command, to thoſe exertions which 
are entitled to every teſtimony of public gratitude and applauſe.” 


Then the Lord Viſcount Duncan replicd as follows: 


«© My Lords, 
Not accuſtomed to ſpeak in public, though my feelings are 
great, my words mult be few. 

«© Deeply impreſſed as I am with the high honour this right ho- 
nourable Houſe has been pleaſed to confer on me, I ſhall only ſay, 
that I acknowledge it with the moſt profound reſpect, and feel much 
gratified by it. 

Jo you, my Lord, my beſt thanks are due for the very flat- 
tering and polite manner you have been pleaſed to convey to me the 
reſolutions of this Houſe.” 


His Riyal Highneſs the DUKE OF CLARENCE then moved, 
That the of the Lord Chancellor to addreſs Lord Viſcount 
Duncan, on communicating to him the thanks of that Houſe, to- 
gether with his Lordſhip's reply, be entered upon the journals, 
which was ordered accordingly. 


The order of the day for taking into conſideration the papers re- 
lative to the negotiation at Lifle being read, 

Lord GRENVILLE. I am perſuaded, my Lords, that the 
conſideration of the papers, which by His Majeſty's directions have 
been laid before the Houſe, can inſpire but one ſentiment in every 
breaſt. I am perſuaded that every man muſt feel that the honour 
and the fafetv of the country admit but of one line of conduct. We 
are not called upon now. to bear our teſtimony to any merits, how- 
ever high, nor to beſtow reſpect and attention where reſpect and at- 
tention are moſt due. We are called upon to difcharge a duty of a 
more extenſive kind, and of more general importance. We arc 
called upon to perform a moſt fulemn act of deliberation, and to 
follow it up with a pledge of moſt ſacred obligation. I hope that 
before any noble Lord gives his aſſent to this pledge, he will weigh 
maturely the conſequences to which it leads, and the ties which it 
impoſes. I truſt that no man in this Houſe will conſider it as a light 
and trivial act which he performs ; I truſt that no man will incur 
the obligation who does not intend to diſcharge it with fidelity and 
fo maintain it at every riſk. I am convinced that ſuch is the light 
in which the meaſure I am about to propoſe will be viewed by ever) 
man within theſe walls, and that the impreſſion which the peruſal 
of theſe papers has left in my mind are indelibly fixed in every 
heart. If there are any noble Lords who have abſented themſelv# 
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upon this occaſion, I am convinced that they cannot have remained 
ſingular in the opinion they have formed upon the tranſactions to 
which theſe documents allude, and that if they have withdrawn 
themſelves, it is becauſe they are unwilling to acknowledge what they 
no longer have the confidence to deny. 

Such being my conviction of the temper and ſentiments of the 
Houſe, it will not be neceſſary for me to detain your Lordſhips long 
with any remarks upon the papers on your table, or with much ar- 
gument to enforce the propriety of the addreſs which I ſhall pro- 
poſe. It will not be neceſſary for me to follow the documents 
through all their details, to point out the inferences which they na- 379 
turally preſent, In truth, every one of your Lordſhips muſt feel 360 
that there is ſomething in the general aſpe& more convincing than 4 
even the certain concluſion of the whole details. It is not from 
the particular character of every individual act, from the uniform 
impreſſion which every ſingle document leaves behind it, that we 
are to derive that general conviction on which our opinion is to reſt, 
and by which our conduct is to be directed. The general com- | 
plexion of the enemy's conduct, the undiſguiſed views which they 1 
entertain, ſpeak more ſtrongly than any collection of inſulated facts. #55 
Upon that ſurvey I ſhould be contented to reſt the juſtification of | 
paſt meaſures and the propriety of our future ſyſtem, although the 36 
minute details were leſs convincing and leſs ſatisfactory than they 3 
will be found. | 

In calling your attention, therefore, to the papers before your 
Lordſhips, I ſhall. not trouble you with minute detail. I ſhall not 
dwell upon the conduct of the enemy, even in the very commence- 
ment of the late negotiation, Although by the preliminaries of 
peace ſolemnly agreed upon between them and the Emperbr, both 
parties obliged themſelves to invite their reſpective allies to meet in 
a general congreſs to ſettle a preliminary peace, this agreement was 
Opry violated. In the paſſport which was ſent over for the per- 
fon whom His Majeſty was to ſend to treat, the form was a direct 
and intentional departure from poſitive agreement, from all decency 
and eſtabliſhed cuſtom. Tt expreſsly guarded againſt the idea of a 
preliminary peace, and without any purpoſe but that of a perfidious 
determination to throw every obſtacle in the way of peace, limited 
the object of the negotiation to a defenſive peace. I ſhall paſs over 
with equal contempt the baſe and unworthy inſinuation which, in 
the early part of the correſpondence of the French Government was 
thrown out againſt the character of the perſon whom His Majeſty 
had choſen to conduct the negotiation. That noble Lord has ſhown 
that if any proof were wanting, if any pledge were required of his 
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talents and his fitneſs for managing the great concerns which were 
confided to his care, no man could be found who could bettter ſup- 
port the dignity of his own character and protect the intereſts of his 
country. His conduct in the whole of the arduous and unprece- 
dented taſk which devolved upon him; his whole lite, ſpent with 
honour in a public ſituation, evince at once the merit of the choice, 
and the malignant motives of the accuſation. But even from th's 
pitiful infinuation may be gathered the temper which the enemy 
brought into the negotiation, and the cataſtrophe which they were 
defirous to produce. Eager to rake up every article of former dif- 
ference, every point of former conteft, they gave proof at once of 
the new difficulties which they would raife, and the new grounds 
of animoſity which they would excite. 

I come now, however, to more important topics, to the negoti- 
ation itſelf. I will not dwell on the unexampled liberality of the 
conduct of His Majeſty in directing almoſt in the firſt interview 
between the Plenipotemiarics, a full and detailed plan to be given 
in of the terms upon which he was willing to conclude peace. The 
paper is upon your table, read and determine for yourſelves on its 
nature and its character. Examine and compare it with the repre- 
ſentation given of it by the enemy in a paper from high authority, 
and publiſhed in an official paper *. 


®*® FROM THE REFEDACTEUR. 


Letter from Lord Malmesbury to Lord * * *, forgot at Lifle, tranſlated 
Lum the Englfh, 

I am about to leave France, my Lord, and before I can account 
to the King, my mailer, and to the minilter of my King, of the honour- 
able miſſion which 1 have juſt diſcharged at Liſle, I feel myſelf impelled 
to depoſit in confidence with you a number of details which could not 
form part of an official account. It is neceſſary that, before my arri- 
val, you ſhould prepare in my favour the opinion of the public, which 
241 py might miſlead. For this purpoſe I muſt loſe no time in tel- 

ing you what I have done, what 1 meant to do, and what I conceive 
Rill remains to be done. After ſo great an event in my political life, ! 
muſt alſo unveil to you {till farther, that foul of your friend whom yon 
have known fo long, but who, I will venture to ſay, mult gain in pro- 
portion as he is known. I have no occalion, as a preliminary point, 
to aſk your forgiveneſs for ſome reflections flattering to myſelf, which 
neceſſarily will fall from me in the coutſe of this recital. Yet how can 
I ſpeak of my negotiation at Liſle without talking of my own glory! 
this in the eye of envy might be decmed pride; but it is only a candid 
avowal in the eſtimation of friendſhip. It is very true that the reſult of 
the negotiation is not very well calculated to impreſs this concluſion 0! 
the minds of the vulgar; but you who know that Tureme acquired 


"greater glory by his retreats than by his victories, and the te oporifivg 
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Fabius by what he did not do, than ſo many illuſtrious generals by what 
they have done, will not judge of me like the vulgar. 

Here, perhaps, it is proper to revert to my ſirſt journey to Paris, for 
with this the whole is conneQed ; it forms one great ſcheme. At this 
period no great pains were employed to prove to the Engliſh nation, that 
a ſerious deſire of peace was entertained. Upon the lait cecafion a little 
more ſincerity was diſplayed without a greater portion being felt—You 
know all this as well as me. 

At both the periods to which I have alluded it was important, how- 
ever, to the Engliſh Government, that its pacific intentions ſhould in 
England be confidered as real.— The people, who cannot help ſeeing 
that it is in ſome meaſure for their cauſe that the French fight ; the 
merchants, who are inclined to be much more aſſected by the intereſts of 
their commerce than thoſe of the French Nobles and their noble preten- 
der ; all thoſe ardent friends of hberty, the number of which, according 
to Burke, who was extremely converſant in this ſubject, amounted to 
do, ooo in the city of London alone“; all the enemies of arbitrary pow- 
er, both thoſe who wiſh for another Conſtitution, and thoſe who are ſa- 
tified with the prefent, but who with that Mr. Pitt would be ſatisfied 
with it hkewiſe, and who would be very glad that the Habeas Corpus 
Act formed an effential part of it; thoſe Iriſhmen incorrigible in their 
love for independence; the Scots always gloomy ; in a word all that in- 
numerable multitude which can never comprehend why the Britiſh Go- 
vernment has interfered with the diſputes of France, and by what right 
it {till continues to interfere in them at the expence of the blood and 
treaſure of England; ſo many complaints, ſo many diſcontents; above 
all, the neceſſity of procuring money to ſupport the war they withed to 
prolong ; all theſe conſiderations were of ſufficient weight to induce Mi- 
nilters to make peace, or rather to make ſome attempts to conclude a 
peace which they did not with to obtain. 

Thus to have the appearance of defiring peace without wiſhing to ob- 
tain it, of deteſting war while he deſired it fincerely, ſuch was the pro- 
blem which it was neceſſary for Mr. Pitt to ſolve before the eyes of the 
people of England. I was pitched upon to facilitate the ſolution. 

All the world agreed that the choice was happy ; my long diplomatic 
labours in Pruſſia and in Holland; the gravity of my carriage which ne- 
ver betrayed what paſſed in my mind; my invincible habit of concealing 
what I thought, and of thinking only as I was taught, ſeemed to pro- 
miſe the ſucceſs which was expected: I arrived at Paris with a ſplendid 
train, there I found men's minds in an excellent diſpoſition. The Jour- 
naliſts ſeemed to be perfect. I only found that they were too liberal in 
their panegyries upon me. I intimated to them with acknowledgements 
that I preferred deſerving to obtaining their praiſes, and entreated them 

to be more moderate in future; ſome of them obeyed reluctantly; the 
_ number could not prevail upon themſelves to comply with my 
reque | 

The grand point, as you know, was to put the negotiation in train, 
for thoſe who ſeriouſly wiſhed for peace, might entertain hopes of what 
might be its reſult. Thoſe who did not wiſh for it, knew well what 
means would be employed to prevent its accompliſhment, In the mean 
time, however, it was eaſy to obtain money by virtue of the old adage 


This is a miſtake of Lord M. This number Mr. Burke ſtates in the country 


in general. 


142 PARLIAMENTARY [Loxos. 


of Governments—that, in order to negotiate peace with advantage, it 
was neceſſary to prepare for war. 

Unfortunately the negotiation, the ſecret of which was entruſted to 

me, was of ſuch a nature as would have been terminated in 24 hours; for 
I was inſtructed to make demands incompatible with the French Conſti- 
tution, and I had no real powers even for that. But, to open a negotia- 
tion and put an end to it the ſame moment, was at once a ridiculous 
thing and contrary to the object which Mr. Pitt propoſed :—a ſtroke of 
genius extricated me from this dilemma. I was aware that the maſter. 
piece of art was here to open the negotiation without beginning it Cen- 
tamer fans la commencer), and for this purpoſe to propoſe a queſtion which 
could not be anſwered, and by this means provoke another to which 1 
ſhould not reply. What think you I propoſed in writing to the French 
negotiator as the principle of compenſation?—And in the name of whom 
I received for anſwer, + By what powers do you ſpeak of the principle 
of compenſation ?”? I replied, © I on my fide wiſh to know what is your 
principle, and then I will tell you what are my powers.” To which it 
was replied: «© Firſt ſhew us your power to propoſe ſuch a queſtion, 
and then we will acquaint you with our principle to reſolve it.” 
It is clear that, according to ſuch a mode of argumentation, there 
was no reaſon on earth for ever coming to a concluſion; for there was 
none even for ever beginning. Nothing could be better than this! Ne- 
vertheleſs it was to be apprehended, leſt the impatience, natural to French- 
men, ſhould put an end in one day to a game fo puerile. It was neceſ- 
fary to gain time; and for this purpoſe the true way was to tale time, 
Of this expedient I availed myſelf with rare ſagacity. I declared that, 
from the nature of my inſtructions, and alſo, in order to procced with 
greater diſcretion, I was obliged, on every anſwer, and on every quel- 
tion, of the French negotiator, to ſend a courier to my court ;—in the 
interval every thing was ſuſpended. 

It was this circumſtance which gave rife to the caricature, to ſay the 
truth, rather too ludicrous, in which I was repreſented receiving a vitk 
from M. Delacroix, who politely aſks me, My Lord, how do you 
do?” and to which I anſwer, ſtill preſerving the expreſſion of my ac- 
knowledgements, © I am ſenſible of the honour done me by your Grace, 
but be fo good as wait, I entreat you, till I know the intentions of my 
court on that head.” I ſmiled at the epigram; it did not diſconcert my 
plan; and I even ought to confeſs to the honour of the French, that I 
was very ſufficiently revenged. It is inconceivable how many writers 
among a people who paſs for being ſo witty, undertook to prove very je- 
riouſly that nothing could be more to the purpoſe than all I ſaid, and 
that unqueſtionably there was nothing to be laughed at in the whole 
matter. 

You know what followed. The French negotiator, tired of theſe 
delays, which 1 prolonged with a great deal of addreſs, at laſt conſcuted 
to quit the poſition he had taken — He declared that from a love of peace 
he was about to anſwer a queſtion which was obſtinately forced upon 
him contrary to all principle. He ſaid, in fact, that the French Go- 
vernment would willingly admit the principle of compenſatiun, but [ 
1 to declare in my turn what were the compeuſations I had to 

elent. 

2. was afflited beyond meaſure I confeſs, at the rapid turn which the 
negotiat n h-d then been conſtrained to take. I deviſed means, how- 
ever, to 1 14 it ſtill; and by the a:litance of my notes, which were 
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very inſignificant, and my couriers, which were very flow in returnin 
with their anſwers, which truly were very frivolous, I protracted the 
definitive moment. It then became neceſſary to anſwer, that I deman- 
ded by way of compenſation in the name of the Emperor, from whom 
I had no powers, what he would not have ventured to afk for himſelf, 
the reſtitution of what France had taken from him, and what the French 
Conſtitution did not permit to be reſtored. 

This anſwer produced a deciſion againſt me. I received orders to de- 
part; but I had ſeemed to negotiate for three months. I entertained 
hopes of being able to perſuade the people of England in my turn, that 
it was to France alone that the continuance of the war could be imputed, 
At laſt, however, not to mention the ſincere regret of Meot and the 
dancers of the opera, I had the conſolation on quitting Paris to fee, 
that ſome Frenchmen (who could believe it!) and a multitude of new 
converts to the Catholic Religion, accompanied with their vows, their 
prayers, and almoſt, with their tears, the Engliſh Negotiator returning 
to his heretical country,—Ah! exclaimed J, if it is without reaſon, it 
is not without pretext that the King, my maſter, perſiſts in always ſti- 
ling himſelf King of France, ſince he has ſo many ſubjects in the French 
Republic. 

All the world knows what happened at London, the efforts of Mr. 
Pitt to perſuade the country that all the fault was on the fide of the 
French; the ſublime replies of Fox, the energetic and humorous replies 
of Sheridan, the eloquent replies of Erſkine, and the humorous replies 
of Grey, and the artifices employed to repreſent as an excell.nt bargain 
a loan which was ſo dear, and to hold out as ſufficient a loan which was 
inadequate for one half of the public neceſlities ; and the {till increaſing 
public diſcontent, and the clamours on account of the wretched ftate of 
the national repreſentation; the fermentation of the Catholics ; the ex- 
pedition againſt Ireland, which was happily diſconcerted only by the 
unfavourable weather, did not fail, however, to ſpread leſs diſmay all 
over Great Britain. From all theſe cauſes combined, it was quickly 
perceived that it would be neceſſary anew to hold out hopes of peace, 
however firmly determined it might be to continue the war. 

In this view the negotiations again became the topic of diſcuſſion, and 
it was decided that I again ſhould be the perſon who ſhould diſcharge 
the functions, or rather play the part of neguotiator. I ſay the part—in 
reality it was ſuch, and a difficult one too. You will ſee that I am a 
good actor. a 

[ at once ſaw, that in order to induce a belief in the ſincerity with 
which peace was purſued, a far more important matter than to conclude 
it, nothing could be better imagined than to pitch upon me a ſecond 
time, How, indeed, could men bring themſelves to think that Miniſ- 
ters could wiſh to ſend me to France again, to be again driven out of it, 
and that I would accept this miſſion with the certainty of terminating 
it in this manner? this was quite incredible; and it was this very cireum- 
Rance which pointed me out as the 0je& of choice. 

I likewiſe knew what had cauſed the failure of my firſt negotiation, 
that is to ſay, what had prevented me from prolonging it to an infinite 
duration, Ihe moment was come when my powers were called for— 
I had none. I ſtipulated for our alliez—I was not authorized by them 
to do ſo. Ina word, the {yſlem I had ad p ed was falſe; it was net in 
my power to perſevere in it longer. 
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Upon the preſent attempt there was no occaſion to introduce the in- 
tereſts of Allies, who in the interval had taken upon themſelves the taſl; 
of managing their own affairs. The only point was to have full powers 
to act for ourſelves, and I was the bearer of them. ; 

Your Lordſhip, perhaps, is not ſufficiently aware what, in diplomatic 
language is the preciſe meaning of full powwers, There is in it ſome- 
thing of metaphyſic-, or rather of theology, which it will be proper to 
explain. You will ſee how very convenient this term 1s, and the advan- 
tage which a man of addreſs may derive from it. 

You will recolle& thoſe ingenious and eloquent letters of Paſcal, in 
which he laſhes with irreſiſtible ridicule fo many idle ſubtelties and theo- 
logical puerilities. You will recolle& the peer which has no power, 
that /ſuffcing grace which does not „ice, and all thoſe contradictions of 
the ichools which are expoſed with {uch exquiſite humour, Why! all 
this nonſenſe you find here almoſt literally. You ſhall ſee. 

The place of the ſecond negotiation being fixed at Lille, I repaired 
thither with /i// powvers, that is to ſay, with an oſtenſible paper; which 
fully authoriſed me to treat, conclude, and ſign. I had nothing elſe to 
do but treat for England, and the powers were delivered to me by the 
King. Every thing then was perfectly regular. But along with theſe 

wers I received inſtructions which ſtrangely reduced their plenitude, 
Thus I had pervers without the facully of exerciſing them. Oſtenſibly 
I could do every thing. In reality I could do almoſt nothing. Here, 
my Lord, you will find a great deal of nonſenſe, but it is neceſſary that 
you ſhould accuſtom yourſelf to it. 

Placed between theſe two contradictory authorities, I was obliged to 
preſerve a good attitude, This was by no means eaſy. To be brief, 
the ſecret part of my inſtruction, the only one really eſſential, was to 

rocraſtinate the buſineſs more than ever; to negotiate always, and 

ring nothing to a concluſion ; and my powers combined with my in- 
2 furniſhed me with powerful reſources for this purpoſe. What 
a multitude of other conſiderations likewiſe prompted me to purſue this 
courſe! 

L ſaw France a prey to inteſtine diſſenſions; a Directory greatly di- 
vided, and in which J had valuable correſpondents; a Legiſlative Body, 
of which a great number of deputies were members, than whom I myſelf 
could not have choſen men more to our pmpoſe ; public opinion greatly 
agitated, and become almoſt quite counter-revolutionary ; the —— 
papers excellent; the wn quite devoted to us; the prieſts, the emi- 
grants, greatly in our favour ; judges very complaiſant ; adminiſtrators 
very royalilt ; the patriots greatly perſecuted : in a word, a Republic 
where a man was no longer in ſafety, who dared to call himſelf a Re- 
publican. 

All this was very advantageous, and you may well believe, that had I 
poſſeſſed powers ever ſo extenſive, I ſhould have taken good care not to 
employ them in concluding any peace whatever. However hardened I 
might be againſt ridicule, I was extremely ſolicitous not to incur that 
which in England would never have been pardoned —concluding peace 
with a power which ſeemed not to have a month to live. 

Obſerve, my Lord, whether I conducted myſelf properly to effect my 
object, and judge whether any man ever attained greater excellence in 
the ſublime art of doing notang. a | 

After the ſirſt cuſtumary delays—after going backwards and forwards 
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a long time upon the Cogſidering; in a word, over every thing I reſolved 
to preſent a projet. This projet was a rare compolition, as you may judge, 
for I will not only repeat it to you, but even paint it. 

This projet of a treaty began with the glorions title of the moſt ſerene 
and . puiſſant Prince George III. by the grace of God (as every body 
hrwows), King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, &c. nay, and 
beſides, Arch-Treaſurer of the Holy Roman Empire !—It recited then 
and ratified, as far as neceſſary, the ten treaties of peace, from that of 
Nimeguen, in 1678, to that of Verſailles, m 1783.—And in a word, 
after having laid down in principle the fatus guo ante bellum to ſerve as the 
baſis of the new treaty, it was ſtated, I copy the projet literally, 1 

« 1mo. The two parties agree to except from the principle of reci- 8 
. ſ'd » HE = + +. 0 1 
444 „Which ſhall remain to His Britannic Majeſty in uy 
« full property. 

„ 200. His Britanmc Majeſty binds himſelf to conclude a definitive 
te treaty of peace with his Catholic Majeſty on the footing of the Status 389 
4 quo ante bellum, with the exception of , . . | 
. g . . : . which ſhall remain in full propery 13 
to his Britannic Majeſty, and of : : | a . KU 
„„ WEE . winch ſhall be ceded to his Britannic f 
« Majelty in exchange for . . 
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Vou will perceive, my Lord, in theſe lucky blanks, the ſpaces of 
which indicated no trifling filling- up matter, and on which I entreat you 
for a moment to fix your attention, a fertile and ulmoſt inexhauſtible 
ſource of delay. For in a word, two modes preſented themſelves to the 
French Negociators: Firſt, to demand that theſe blanks ſhould be 
filled. The ſecond, to oppoſe to it a Contre- projet, all conſiſting of 
blanks too, and which might have been reduced to this ſingle article: 

« The Contracting Parties agree to admit as the baſis of a definitive 
“Treaty, the /fatus quo ante bellum, with the exception of 


1 


which ſhall be ceded in ful 


property to the French Republic.” 
It muſt be acknowledged, my Lord, that this laſt mode would have 
been very pleaſant, and that a negotiation of gaps againſt gaps, and 
blank paper againſt blank paper, would have preſented a very novel 
particularity in diplomatic hiſtory. It is true that the reply would have 
been more lively than the attack, and that the laughers would naturally 
have been found on the fide of the French. But if the French had the 
laughers in their favour, we ſhould have had time for us; and once more 74 
| repeat, it was time that we wanted here. Who can ſay, indeed, how * 
long theſe blanks might have remained in oppęſition to each other, and | 
as It were, marſhalled in battle array? How was this kind of diſpute 
to be terminated ? It is capable 1 proof that one argument is better 
than another argument which is oppoſed to it; but how are you to 
prove that one blank is better than another blank; that nothing is bet - 
ter than nothing! The French negociators might have told me “ Fill 
up your blank, I ſhould not have failed to anſwer “ Fill up yours 
ürſt. —( No; it is your buſineſs to begin.” © No; it is not my bu- 
lineſs.” And who is to decide in this conflict ? | 
Thus the French, who without having loſt their ancient gaiety, have 
learnt, however, to treat ſeriouſly thoſe matters that are the moſt ſerious 
in the world, and who do not believe that every thing ought to end 
Vol. IV. U 
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with a ſong or a witticiſm, waving this kind of recriminatory anſwer, 
adhered to the firſt method, that of demanding what were the exceptions 
of which England claimed a reſervation ? 

Here, my Lord, admire what was my anſwer. The queſtion ap- 
peared to me very ſimple, and in {ome reſpects favourable to us. Ne- 
vertheleſs I gave ſome weight to my compliance. It was not, I told 
them, an official paper which I was about to preſent ; it was @ confidential 
communication. I entreated them hkewiſe to contider it as wverba!, al. 
though it was entirely written! but I took upon me the danger of ſuct; 
a communication, in order to give a ſulemn teitimony of my detire to 
accelerate peace. In a word, I refolved to anſwer and fill up my blank; 
with an air of the utmoit moderation and even of {acrifice. England, 
faid I to the French Plenipotentiaries, will conſent to the fatur guo ante 
bellum with Spain, with the exception of Trinidada, which i romain in 
full property to his B. M. She will confent alſo to the fatus go ante bellum 
with the Batavian Republic, with the excopiiyn of the Ciiy, Fort, and St. 
tlement of the Cape of Good Hope, and the Pofſi/ſions which Lelunged to 
the Dutch before the war, in the City and Fort of Ceylon, and the City 
and Fort of Cochin, with its Dependencies, which ſball Lelong 1% his B. 
M. in exchange for the City of Negapatnam and its Dependencies. 

In this manner I filled up my two blanks. But you know, my Lord, 
that Trinidada is the only Spaniſh poſſeſſion which has paſſed during the 
war into the hands of the Engliſh. Thus for Spain I acknowledyed the 
flatus quo ante bellum, with the exception of jutt all ſhe had loſt during 
the war. I make the ſame obſervation reſpecting the Dutch poſſeſſions, 
of which I claimed an exception. They are alſo the only ones the 
Dutch have loſt in the courſe of the war. I could not entirely dis 
ſemble to my own mind that they had not been taken in very fair game; 
that they had come into our hands by a little treachery, fince they were 
obtained by the connivance of an authority which no longer exited in 
Holland; it was not rights, however, with which we had to do, but 
pretenſions. I found theſe poſſeſſions excellent, and well worth kecp— 
ing; and I not only pretended that they were ours, but [ wiſhed allo by 
a juggle equally dextrous, that this ſtate of things for the Dutch ſhould 


\ 
4 
"gp likewiſe be called the fatus guo ante bellum. 
13 I was charmed, I confeſs, at this moment, that the French had not ( 
8 thought of preſenting us with a contre - projet in blanks; for perhaps in : 
af a confidential communication they might have amuſed themſelves with in- ö 
oy troducing, by way of exception, Bengal, Newfoundland, Jamaica and 
121 Gibraltar, as rightly belonging to them; and perhaps too they might 1 
1 have required us to conſider this as the fatus quo ante bellum. But hap- te 
iT. pily the juſt application of theſe Latin words _— to me alone. It * 
19 will for ever confer upon my name the character of genius, and traul- bs 
i ; mit to future ages the diſtinguiſhed teſtimony of the moderation of th 
if I frankly confeſs, my Lord, that my project, eſpecially followed by At 
a the confidential communication, was calculated extremely to offend 2 m. 


Republic which filled the univerſe with the ſplendour of her victories; Gi 
and that it was by no means very probable that ſhe would abandon By 


Allies, to whom by formal treaties ſhe had guaranteed the integrity of 
their poſſeſſions. But this Republic, ſo flouriſhing without, was nov his 
only a vain name within, or ſeemed to live only in the hearts of a fen BW oj 
Frenchmen. The Directory, aſſailed by internal enemies, was unable p 


to diſplay its ſtrength ; and I, quite naturally, raiſed my tone, becaule 
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J conſidered the Government feeble and almoſt overthrown. Still, 
however, I ought to declare that, even at the moment when it was moſt 
occupied in the ſecuring its exiſtence, it yielded to none of my de- 
mands:—it did not recede from a ſingle point of its engagements with 
its Allies; it only permitted them to make that kind of propoſals which 
they deemed uſeful in the circumſtances in which they were placed. 
The Batavians, ſenſible of ſuch good faith, in fact ſhewed themſelves 
diſpoſed to cede Cochin, and ſome Factories on the coaſt of Coromandel; 
they reſuſed Negapatnam which was offered. They conſented to wave 
their claim to reſtitution of the ſhips and cargoes taken by treachery at 
the commencement of the war, (an object equal to two millions ſter- 
ling), &c. &c. 

In this ſtage was the negotiation, when all of a ſudden the rumour 
of the event of the 18th Fructidor reached Liſle, an event which I 
know not in what terms to qualify, which it muſt be confeſſed, how- 
ever, ſlruek terror into the heart of every man who was an enemy to 
France. For my part I was filled with conſternation ; it was an event 
which I had not foreſeen, and indeed how could any man have fore- 
ſeen it? ä | | 

I then plainly perceived that the negotiation was about to take ano- 
ther turn, or rather that there was no other turn for it to take. I felt 
that I was out of my element. Two new negotiators arrived, and a 
day was fixed for the firſt conference. There I was aſked whether I was 
furniſhed with ſufficient powers to conſent to ſuch reſtitutions as the laws 
and the treaties which bind the Republic might render indiſpenſable; 
whether, in a word, I was furniſhed with the power fully to avail myſelf 
of my full powers? I might have ſaid, Yes. By the help of a theolo- 
gical explanation of the words, full poxcers, there was nothing indeed 
which I might not have ſaid; and in the courſe of the negotiation I 
would have placed my individual oppoſition in room of that which my 
inftructions enjoined; for I cannot forget that I was not aſked whether 
| conſented to the reſtitution ; I was timply aſked whether I had the 
power of conlenting to it; whereby a field was left open to more than 
one propoſition ; but I was carried away by the force of truth, and this 
[ dare ſay, my Lord, is the only occaſion on which I have expoſed my- 
ſelf to this reproach. Unleſs I returned a poſitive anſwer, I was to ſet 
out within twenty-four hours; I therefore leave this to-morrow, but J 
was defirous that this letter ſhould precede my arrival. 

P. S8. You mult be ſenſible, my Lord, that the eſſential point for us 
is to perſuade the nation that ve only were anxious for peace. In order 
to impreſs that belief, make uſe of every thing contained in this letter, 
and do not forget to remind Lord Grenville that he muſt furniſh all the 
arguments which he has urged theſc five years paſt, in order to ſhew that 
the French only were the aggreſſors, even at the moment when we diſ- 
miſſed their ambaſſador. The ſame ſtrain of reaſoning is equally good 
at preſent, in order to prove that it is the French who are unwilling to 
make peace. Above all, let him not be diſpirited by the replies of Lord 
Guilford, of the Marquis of Lanſdowne, of the Duke of Bedford. 
But, after all, truth muſt neceſſarily prevail. 

Neither muſt you forget to induce Lord Liverpool ſtrongly to adviſe 


his ſon to prepare a ſpeech to prove that the commerce of England muſt 


gun exceedingly by the contingation of the war. | 
As for Canning, I have nothing to ſay to him. Let him be preſent. 
„2 | 
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in the Houſe, and repeat his ſpeech on the immorality of the French 
Revolution. 

Another P. S. It is with grief I learn that the negotiators ſtill remain 
at Liſle— that is rather embaraſſing for our poſition. 
Lie, 17th September, 1797. 


| ſhall not make any remarks upon the indecency of the mode 
which the enemy adopted to make known to the world what they 
wiſhed to be conſidered as a ſtatement of the terms and conduct of 
the negotiation. It ſhowed, however, the contempt which they 
entertained for thcir country and for the negotiation, and every ap- 
pearance of decorum, when they could think it ſuthcient to treat 
ſuch a ſubject with levity. Judge then, whether His Majeſty has 
thought proper to ſport thus with the intereſts, with the anxiety, 
and with the feelings of the country. Judge it he has thus at- 
tempted to withhold the ſatisfaQion which it was natural for the 
public to expect upon an event of ſuch importance; His Majeſty 
has laid before the public the whole of the documents, and on theſe 
he deſires you to judge. Read the papers on the table, and ſay, 
whether the projet they contain be a projet in blanks, or whether it 
be a full and fair ſtatement of the terms to which His Majeſty was 
willing to agree as the baſis of the negotiation? This projet, how- 
ever, being delivered, the French Government found itſelf placed 
in a ſituation of conſiderable embarraſſment. No anſwer was re- 
turned, however, becauſe this would have diſappointed the ſchemes 
which the Directory then purſued. Had they been ſerious in their 
wiſhes to facilitate the concluſion of peace, would they have brought 
forward the topics which they brought into diſcuflion ; Would 
they, without any purpoſe, have ſtarted the points of His Majeſty's 
title as King of France the reſtoration of, or a compenſation for, 
the ſhips taken at "Toulon—or a renunciation of the mortgages of 
this country upon the Netherlands? Without dwelling upon theſe 
topics, which ſufficiently diſplay the temper of the enemy, I now 
come to the great point on which the failure of the negotiation 
turned. Although at the beginning of the negotiation this demand 
had been abandoned, they again renewed the propoſal which had 
been declared inadmiſſible, the complete renunciation of every thing 
which had been taken during the war from them or their allies. 
They would not enter into any diſcuſſion of the projet delivered by 
Lord Malmeſbury, nor did they want to fee whether the terms 
propoſed by this country would admit of any modification by mutual 
facilities and mutual compenſations. I will not now deliver any 
Opinion. how far this was admiſſible, or to what extent it would have 
been wiſe. At this moment the Houſe muſt ſee how improper it 
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would be to enter into that queſtion. The enemy, however, did 
not ſtop for any information of this kind; they demanded, as a 
preliminary, to renounce all that we had to aſk, and to declare all 
that we were ready to concede, In ſuch a ſtage, and upon ſuch a 
demand, it would not merely have been folly in any man to have 
acceded to the propoſal. Nay more, I do not heſitate to aſſert, that 
it would have been direct treaſon in any Miniſter to have complied 
with a demand fo derogatory to the honour, and ſo fatal to the in- 
tereſts of his country. 

The motives by which the majority of the Directory was actu- 
ated in the courſe which they purſued, it will not be difficult to 
explain. It will cafily be recollected in what circumſtances, 
amidſt what violence the French Conſtitution of 1795, overthrawn 
by the revolution of the 4th September, was eſtabliſhed. It will 
be recollected under what military violence the firſt elections were 
conducted. In no ſenfe was any freedom of election permitted till 
about the, month of April laſt, when a very confiderable change in 
the temper of the councils, as well as in the people at large, was 
obſerved. A majority in the legiflative bodies ſeemed diſpoſed to 
put an end to the miſeries under which the country: groaned, to re- 
move the evils of which ſome of them had been the authors, and to 
cancel the crimes of which many of them had been guilty. They 
wiſhed to reſtore ſome degree of public order and tranquillity to the 
unhappy people of France ; for their former happineſs, alas ! they 
could not reſtore. They wiſhed to oppoſe the progreſs of that re- 
volutionary principle which the DireQory endeavoured with too 
much ſucceſs to fpread over Europe. They wiſhed to check the 
ravage and devaſtation which the war nouriſhed and protracted. 
They were deſirous to enjoy happineſs in peace. Theſe views, 
however, ill ſuited with the ſchemes of the Majority of the Di- 
rectory. They wiſhed to ſpread confuſion over Europe, to prolong 
the miſeries of their own country on Jacobin principles and by Ja- 
cobin means. Had the majority of the Directory then, by whoſe 
influence the whole of the proceedings at Liſle were conducted, 
choſen to break off the negotiation upon the terms which this eoun- 
try offered, they would have put the councils upon their guard, 
they would have made all. France and Europe the judges of 


their connduct, and they would have anticipated that event 


which they were preparing. Again, had they brought forward 
another projet of their own, they muſt have diſappointed the object 
they had in view—that of breaking off the negotiation without ſpe- 
Ufying any terms. At the very moment, however, when they were 
practiſing every evaſion, creating delay, conſtantly refuſing to deliver 
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in a counter- projet, they held a language directly oppoſite in their 
meſſages to the councils. In theſe they threw the charge of delay 
upon the coaleſced powers, and to whom could this inſinuatior 
apply, but to this country in conjunction with its allv? At this 
very moment their Plenipotentiarics were daily apologiſing for the 
extraordinary delays which took place. In theſe circumſtances 
does it not moſt plainly appear, that delay was their object, that 
they wiſhed to gain time till their plot was ready to be exccuted, 
and till it would be ſafe to throw off the maſk! In their views 
they unhappily ſucceeded by the weak neſs of their enemies, and the 
frail fabric of the Conſtitution of 1795 was overturned, Had 
they broke off the negotiation abruptly before this period, they 
would have defeated their own object. It was clear to every man 
who watched the progreſs of events, and of opinion in France, that 
it was not at Liſle, but at Paris that the reſult of the conferences 
would be determined. It was obvious that it muſt depend upon the 
reſult of the ditputes which agitated the councils of the government. 
It depended upon the deciſion of the ſtruggle, and if the majority 
of the Directoty ſuceceded every man was prepared for what fol- 
lowed. Perhaps, indeed, - this forms the only excuſe which His 
Majeity's Minitters could urge for having fo long ſubmitted to the 
delays and evaſions of the enemy. They could only be juſtified by 
their deſire to wait an event which might promiſe a favourable re- 
ſult to the negotiation and facilitate the attainment of peace. This 
conſideration alone ſhields them from ihe reproach of having ſo 
long endured the trifling and the evaſivn of the enemy, and contri- 
buted to aid the fatal deception which the Directory wiſhed to pals 
upon the people of France, by keeping up the appearance of nego- 
tiation and cheriſhing the hope of peace. 

When at laſt the fourth Revolution -of September arrived, the 
DireQory immediately changed their ſyſtem and avowed their ob- 
jects. They immediately recalled the men whom they had for- 
merly inſtructed to ſupport their views, and whom they had autho- 
rized to make profeſſions which they no longer meant to perform. 
Every thing which had been done was retracted, and demands re- 
quired which two months before had been abandoned. But it is 
needleſs to enter into a detailed expoſition of their conduct. Their 
preſent avowed objects explain their former chicane. They now 
ſhow without concealment the purpoſes for which the diſguiſe had 
been aſſumed. They now declare that it is our conſtitution, our 
laws, our religion, with which they war ; that it is the whole ſyſtem 
of our public glory and of our private happineſs that they wiſh to 
overthrow. They avow that the government of this country and 
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that of France cannot be co- exiſtent. They wiſh not peace with 
this country but the utter annihilation of our government, and the 
deſtruction of the whole ſcheme of our political exiſtence. 

With ſuch avowals I confeſs I am at a loſs to conceive in what 
manner the con4utt of the enemy can now be palliated or excuſed. 
[| well know, indeed, that every meaſure of the French Government 
in its relation to this country, finds much more able and ingenious 
apologiſts here than in France. I know that even what ſeems too 
fl grant for defence, too manifeſt for ingenuity to colour, is juſtified 
by much more plauſible arguments, and placed in much more favour- 
ble lights, than the talents of the friends of the DireQory on the 
other fide of the water can produce. But truly, my Lords, aware 
as I am of this, I cannot divine from what ſources their defence 
can now be drawn, I know nut what new voluminous pamphlet 
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will iſſue from the pen of any advocate to juſtiſy the proceeding of . 


the enemy, and to cenſure Miniſters for refuſing to accept the prof- 
fered grace of the Directory. I know not upon what ground we 
ſhall be accuſed of maintaining the old and eſtabliſhed forms of 
our government, and for diſdaining to ſubmit the people of England 
to the yoke of a ſavage and ferocious goverament, and to the bruta- 
lity of a licentious and ſanguinary army. I fha!l not detain you 
with anticipating any objections to the conduct which Miniſters 
have obſerved, or to the meaſure which I am about to propoſe. I 
am convinced that it is the ſentiment of every breaſt in this Aſſem- 
bly, that the terms to which the enemy would have reduced us 
were ſuch as no Engliſhman could ſanction. I am ſure that every 
man who hears me is convinced that it is no moment of humilia- 
tion. Upon that day when the noble Lord whom I ſee in his place 
received the thanks of the Houſe, I am ſure that no man can think 
this the period when the dignity and honour of the nation ought to 
be ſacrificed, I am ſure that every man feels with conſcious pride, 
while he looks back to the event which the preſence of the noble 
Lord recalls, that this is not the moment to deſpair. The reſources 
of this country are great and powerful ; and hitherto there has been 
no preſſure to call them in all their vigour into action. Every 
man muſt now ſee, however, that upon the iſſue of the preſent con- 
teſt depends not only whether this country ſhall exiſt any longer 
as an independent nation, but even exiſt as a nation at all. Every 
man muſt ſee that public and private happineſs, the honour, the 
dignity, every thing that is dear to individuals, even life itſelf, de- 
pend upon the iſſue of the ſtruggle we have to maintain. Every 
man in this Aſſembly in particular knows, that his property and his 
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exiſtence are at ſtake. But with the intereſt of the firſt claſs of men 
in the ſtate, the happineſs of the loweſt is connected.“ The horrors, 
the perſecution, and the ſufferings to which the firſt orders in 
France were doomed, were ſpread over all. I will venture to 
aſſert, and undertake to prove, that the calamitics of the French 
Revolution has been the ſource of more calamity ta the lower claſſes 
than even to the unhappy nobility, whom you every day ſee groan- 
ing under thoſe evils which they ſo little deſerve. This, too, I will 
venture to aſſert, is the ſentiment with which the public at large is 
inſpired. They are convinced that every thing they hold moſt dear 
depends upon the exertions which they make to defend the honour 
and the dignity of the country. They feel that not a tranſient but 
a vigorous and perſevering effort is required to ſecure that perma- 
nent and honourable peace which can alone maintain the ſources of 
their happineſs ; that there is no ſatety without reſiſtance, no hope 
but in courage and magnanimity. I have the fulleſt confidence in 
the public ſpirit and the determined diſpoſition of the people of this 


country. From you, my Lords, I only aſk that you will perſevere 


in the ſentiments you have expreſſed and in the conduct you have 
purſued, I aſk you to carry to the foot of the Throne the declara- 
tion of this reſolution, and that you will give a ſolemn pledge of 
your determination to perform the obligation you incur. From 
thoſe only, I again repeat, who have fully and maturcly confidered 
the nature and the conſequences of the ſtep they take, do I require 
this pledge. It is a folemn and important meaſure which involves 
too much and extends too far to be adopted, without deliberation. 
Having faid thus much, my Lords, I ſhall detain you no longer, but 
ſhall content myſelf with moving, That an humble addreſs be 
preſented to His Majeſty, aſſuring him that we have taken into our 
moſt ſerious conſideration the papers which have been laid on the 
table relative to the negotiation for peace ; that in the ſteps which 
have been taken we have recognized the pacific diſpoſition evinced 
by His Majeſty throughout the whole of its progreſs, and obſerved 
the inveterate hoſtility of the enemy ; that while on the one hand 
His Majeſty has given an cxample of the greateſt moderation, the 
enemy on the other have abandoned every pacific diſpoſition ; that 
they entertain the moſt determined hatred and animoſity to the Con- 
ſtitution, laws and liberties of this country; that the deſtruction of 
our Conſtitution and Government is the obje& at which they 
aim; that we are determined to defend, at every hazard, His Ma- 
jeſty's perſon and government; that we know that great exertions 
are neceſſary: but, that notwithſtanding, we are prepared and re- 
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ſolved to ſtand or fall with the Conſtitution, laws and liberties, upon 
which the happineſs of every claſs of the community eſſentially 
depends.” 

The Earl of DARNLEY began by paying a juſt tribute of ap- 
plauſe to the conduct of his friend Lord Malmeſbury in the late 
unſucceſsful negotiation at Liſle, wherein, though placed in the 
moſt difficult and unprecedented ſituation, he had diſplayed ſuch a 
combination of zeal and ability, of mild and dignified firmneſs 
and attention to the honour and intereſt of the great country which 
he repreſented, united with a patient and perſevering ſpirit of con- 
ciliation, under the moſt diſcouraging circumſtances, as fully entitled 
him to the approbation of the Houſe and the Country, and juſti- 
fied the choice which His Majeſty had been adviſed to make. Lord 
Darnley, after enlarging on this ſubject, and thanking Minifters for 
the very ample and ſatisfactory extracts of Lord Malmeſbury's 
correſpondence and papers which they had laid before the Houſe, 
proceeded to ſtate his conviction that there could be but one opinion 
among Engliſhmen on the preſent very extraordinary fituation in 
which the country was placed, and that not only that Houſe, but all 
degrees and ranks, who felt for its honour and intereſts, muſt unite 
in oppoſing the vain and arrogant pretenſions of the enemy, and 
heartily concur in the propoſed addreſs. The Earl of Darnley 
took occaſion to compliment Viſcount Duncan, on his very brilliant 
and deciſive victory, and on the conſummate ſkill and judicious in- 
trepidity which he had dif played: he ſtated his hope and convicion, 
that if ever this and the former ſucceſſes, by which our navy had 
almott annihilated that of the enemy, ſhould prove inſufficient to 
ſeeure this country from the effects of their arrogant threats, they 
would ſoon find the difficulty of making any elan by force, 
and the vanity of hoping that cither the ſpirit or reſourees of Eng- 
liſhmen were exhauſted. 

The addreſs being read by the Lord Chancellor, was then put 
and carried nem. dif}. 

Lord GRENVILLE then ſaid, it was, in his opinion, eſſential 
to the intereſts of this country at this moment to give all poſſible 
energy to the addreſs which their Lordſhips had juſt voted, It was 
proper, alſo, that it ſhould be made as ſolemn an act as poſſible. 
He therefore wiſhed that the addreſs might be preſented to His Ma- 
jeſty as the joint addreſs of the two Houſes of Parliament. 

He therefore moved that a Committee be appointed to prepare 
a meſſage, and deſire a conference with the Commons. —Ordered. 

Adjourned. | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, November 8. 


The Houſe reſolved, that no private petitions ſhould be received 
after the ꝗth of February next. 

Lord CHARLES SOMERSET appeared at the bar, and in- 
formed the Houſe, that he had waited on His Majeſty with their 
addreſs, praying that certain papers and accounts relative to the 
Navy and Victualling Offices, and the Imperial Loan, might be 
laid on their table: and that His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 


order the ſame. 

Mr. ROSE moved that the order of the day be read. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of Supply being accordingly read, 

Mr. HOBART moved, that the ſaid Committce be deferred till 
Friday. —Agreed to.—Adjourned. 


— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thurſday, November . 


The Houſe met at an earlier hour than uſual, for the purpoſe of 
holding a conference with the Commons, in purſuance of their 
Lordſhips' reſolution of yeſterday ; but a conſiderable delay was 
occaſioned by the non-attendance of the Maſters in Chancery, whoſe 
office it was to wait on the Commons with the meſſage. 

Viſcount SY DNEY ſuggeſted the neceſſity of ſome proceeding 
of the Houſe to enforce a regular attendance of thoſe officers in 
future, but forbore to make any ſpecific motion for the purpoſe. 

When the Maſters in Chancery arrived, a meſſage was ſent to 
the Commons to deſire a conference; and a deputation, conſiſting of 
ſix Peers, headed by Earl Spencer, met the Commons in the 
Painted Chamber for that purpoſe, and managed the conference ; 
after which the Houſe adjourned. 


Nov. 10. ] DEBATES. I55 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, November . 


Two Maſters in Chancery brought a meſſage from the Lords, 
that their Lordſhips deſired a conference with the Commons in the 


4 Painted Chamber. 
hi The names of the following Members were then called over for 
'S the purpoſe, and waited on the Lords. 
* Sir Charles Morgan, Mr. Lygon, 
* Mr. Long, Sir G. A. Wynne, 
Ws Mr. Baker, Mr. Joddrell, 
Mr. Hawkins Browne, Mr. H. Addington, 
Mr. Wallace, Mr. Churchill, 
Y Mr. Roſe, Mr. Morgan, 
Mr. P. Wyndham, Lord Gower, 
il Mr. Burdon, and 
Mr. Abbott, Mr. Granville. 


Upon returning from the conference, Sir Charles Morgan in- 
formed the Houſe, that the Lords defired the concurrence of the 
8 Commons with their addreſs of yeſterday to His Majeſty; and he 
therefore moved, that the ſame be taken into conſideration to- mor- 
row, which was agreed to nem. con. 
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The Lord Chancellor (LoucaroRoucn) came to the Houſe 
1 ſoon after five o'clock, and, after waiting a confiderable time for the 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


nec; 


Friday, November 10. 


The order of the day being read for taking into conſideration the 
papers which had been laid before the Houſe by His Majeſty's di- 
X 2 
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rection relative to the late negotiation with the French Republic ; 


and the addreſs of the Houſe of Lords being read a ſecond time, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved, that this Houſe do concur 
with their Lordſhips in that addreſs. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, he would wait until he heard 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him deliver his ſenti- 
ments, after which he would propoſe an amendment to the 
addreſs. 

The SPEAKER informed him, that if he meant to propoſe 
any amendment, the preſent was the ſtage in which it ought to 
be done. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR then roſe. He began by ſtating; that 
the object for which he offered himſelf to the Houſe was to move an 
amendment to the addreſs: and the reaſons that had induced him tv 
make ſuch motion, were not objections to the general tenor, but to 
the peculiar phraſes and words which were to be found in that ad- 
dreſs. The object of it was a ſyſtem of endleſs and perpetual 
warfare ; of warfare with a country with which the nation had been 
Jong at war, but with which they muſt at laſt be happy to be upon 
terms of amity and peace. Before, however, he ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the Houſe the amendment with which it was his 
intention to conclude, be begged leave to be indulged in ſome re- 
marks upon the papers laid before the Houſe, and upon the circum- 
ſtances which had occaſioned the final rupture of the negotiation, 
In entering into the conſideration of the papers, he contefled him- 
ſelf perfectly aſtoniſhed at the mean and degrading manner in 
which Miniſters had carried on the negotiation. When the re- 
newal of overtures for peace was firſt talked of, he had meant to 
move, that no plan ſhould be delivered to the French Government 
until! the latter ſhould have prepared their counter-plan. That he 
had refrained from making that motion afforded him now much 
regret. He had declined it, however, from an idea that was en- 
tertained, that it might tend to impede the negotiation about to be 
undertaken. But what had been the conſequence? Miniſters, 
being left to themſelves, had carried it on in the moſt diſgracetul 
manner. Would gentlemen refer to the Declaration, there they 
would find it acknowledged upon what principles the negotiation 
had been conducted; they-would be told that it was begun againſt 
the cuſtoms and uſages eſtabliſhed in the intercourſes of different 
nations—they would be told, that it was carried on when every 
idea of moderation and juſtice on the part of the enemy had been 
abandoned. What muſt be the effect of this? Muſt not ſuch a 
mode of conduct tend to the debaſement of the country? and would 


3 


* 
my 
bi 
7 
Ws 
9 
LF 


ard 
ti 
the 


ole 
tr to 


that 
> an 
MN to 
t to 
ad- 
tun! 
deen 
pon 
the 
mis 


tion. 
um— 
r in 
re- 
nt to 
merit 
at he 
much 
s en- 
to be 
iſters, 
zcetul 

they 
jation 
gainſt 
ferent 


every 

been 
ſuch a 
would 


Nov. 10.] DEBATES. 157 


it be eaſy to revive the ſpirit of the nation after it had been ſo hum- 
bled ? To the Declaration he objected, becauſe it was full of raſh 
and violent invective. Its object was to eſtabliſh between the two 
countries inveterate and laſting animoſity. To juſtify this invete- 
racv, indeed, Government had brought forward various charges 
againſt France, which they had by no means bcen able to make out. 
In peruſing the papers upon the table, he found it complained of, 
that the French had adduced frivolous and offenſive preliminaries. 
He found that the firſt of theſe preliminaries was, the abandonment 
on the part of His Majeſty of the title of King of France; a 
point, ſurely, ſcarcely worth contending for; the ſecond was one 
which Lord Malmeſbury had ſaid to be a very material one indeed 
—it was a demand of reſtitution of the ſhips taken at Toulon, or 
an equivalent for them; the third preliminary was, the abandon- 
ment of the mortgage upon the Low Countries. The Houſe were 
alſo told as the foundation of this addreſs, that the French had de- 
manded terms which were abſolutely inadmifiible. Happy, indeed, 
ſhould he be to agree with the addreſs propoſed, if in his conſcience 
he could do fo; but in the papers before the Houſe, the country 
were told that the French Miniſters had faid, the requiring of powers 
to ſuch an extent as they had mentioned did not neceſſarily imply 
that ſuch powers were to be exerciſed. If, as it had been poſitively 
aſſerted, the French Government had really no defire of making 
peace, they ſurely, in his opinion, took a great deal of pains to ad 
contrary to that defire. They received the Britiſh Miniſter with 
great willingneſs. They fent their own Miniſters to wait for the 
Engliſh one; and even after the latter had withdrawn from Lifle, 
they ſtill kept their Miniſters there [A cry of, Hear ! Hear !] 
The Houſe were alſo told, that it was the wiſh of the people of 
France to overturn the Government of this country. If, indeed, 

luch were the diſpoſition of the French people, he frankly confeſſed 
that he ſhould give his hearty aſſent to the addreſs. But the fact, 

lic believed, was, that if the French were inveterate againſt this 
country, it was becauſe this country had been inveterate againſt 
them. If they wiſhed to overturn this Conſtitution, it was becauſe 
Miniſters had evinced a deſire to overturn theirs. The French 
people, he really thought, would be glad to let us alone, and to be at 
amity and peace with us. On theſe grounds he roſe to move an 
amendment, the object of which was to announce to France, and to 
the world, the firm reſolution of the Houſe to maintain the honour 
and dignity of the Crown, and the independence of the People; to 
avoid ſaying any thing which might imply inveterate and implacable 
animoſity ; and to declare, that when France would agree to peace 
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upon juſt and honourable terms, this country would immediately 
evince her readineſs to treat, and to put an end to the conteſt, 
Sir John Sinclair then moved the following amended addreſs : 

« We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to re. 
turn your Majeſty our moſt humble and hearty thanks for your gra- 
cious communication of the papers reſpecting the late negotiation 
entered into with the Government of France. 

«© When we conſider the various calamities to which nations in 
a ſtate of hoſtility are neceſſarily expoſed, we cannot but deplore the 
continuance of a war which has already occaſioned ſuch an expence 
of treaſure and of blood to the powers engaged in it; and we join 
moſt heartily in applauding your Majeſty's humane and benefticent 
exertions for bringing the ſame to a termination. 

& We truſt that the two nations will ſee the wifdom and policy 
of ſpeedily renewing a negotiation ſo favourable to the intereſts of 
humanity, and of concluding the war in terms juſt in themſelves, 
and honourable to the parties intereſted, the only true foundation on 
which a laſting pacification can be expected. But if unfortunately 
ſuch hopes ſhould not be realized, and ſhould the farther proſecution 
of the war become neceſſary, your Majcſty may be aſſured of the 
firm and unalterable ſupport of your faithful Commons in making 
every exertion that circumſtances may render neceſſary for procuring 
a ſafe and honourable peace on terms conſiſtent with the dignity of 
vour Majeſty's crown and kingdoms, and the proſperity and eſſential 
intereſts of your people.” 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS ſeconded the amendment. 

Earl TEMPLE {fon of the Marquis of Buckinghamſhire), in 
his maiden ſpeech, oppoſed it, and ſpoke to the following effect :— 
Mr. Speaker, every conſideration making it not only impoſſible, but 
improper, for me to give a ſilent vote this evening on the ſubject 
before us, I ſhall beg the paticnce of the Houſe for a very few 
moments. 

I ſhould have hoped that I ſhould have been able this evening 
to have ſeen many gentlemen, who uſed to attend on the other fide 
of this Houſe, in their places. I ſhould have hoped, that on an oc- 
cafion like the preſent, on a ſubje like the one now before the 
Houſe, involving the deareſt interefts of their country, that thoſe 
gentlemen would for a moment have forgot that diſguft which e 
ſay drove them from this Houſe : I ſhould have hoped that for once 
they would have done their duty, in ſpite of the laughter of which we 
are given to underſtand they ſtand ſo much in dread. Their country, 
Sir, Fas little to thank them for; their conſtituents have ſtill leſs to 
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thank them for, when they ſee their intereſts deſerted by their repre- 
ſentatives, and themſelves inſulted by a mockery of a repreſentation. 
With reſpe&t to the addreſs now laid before this Houſe for our con- 
ſideration, I do not heſitate to ſay, that I give it my moſt hearty 
aſſent ; and I give that afſent, becauſe the words of the addreſs are 
ſo cautious and ſo guarded, as to allow me to give that affent con- 
ſiſtently with thoſe principles which I ſhall have the honour of lay- 
ing before the Houſe this evening: I give it my aſſent becauſe I 
really think our warmeſt thanks are due to His Majeſty and his 
Miniſters, for the manly manner in which the negotiation has been 
concluded ; and every ſentiment of attachment to His Majeſty's 
royal perfon, and to our Conſtitution, and every ſentiment that can 
pledge this Houſe to ſupport both the one and the o ther, ſhall ever 
meet with my warmeſt and moſt heartfelt concurrence. But, Sir, I do 
not ſeruple to ſay, that from the firſt moment of the firſt advances to 
negotiation, I looked with terror to the event of it ; and I really ſaw 
much more to dread in the probable event of peace at this moment, 
than in the continuance of the war. This, Sir, may be a bold 
opinion, but it is one which I truſt is founded in truth. Every 
thinking mind that has watched the crooked policy which for ſome 
months has guided the Councils of France, could eaſily have fore- 
told the probable event of any attempt on our part to negotiate. I 
do not mean to ſay by this, that the dithculty aroſe out of the ac- 
tual exiting Government in France; every government capable of 
maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity, is capable 
of being negotiated with by us, and I profeſs myſelf as only the 
friend to French Monarchy, as I think the bleſſings of peace could 
caſier be obtained to this country under that government, juſt as I 
ſhould be the fricnd of any government, even of the tyranny of the 
Grand Seignior, if I thought the Grand Scignior would ſooner give 
peace to this country. To every man who has watched the progreſs 
of the French Revolution, it muſt have been evident that as long as 
the moderate party found themſelves ſuperior to Jacobiniſm and 
Terroriſm, ſo long our hopes of peace were more ſanguine ; but the 
moment that Jacobiniſm and "Terroriſm made head againſt the mo- 
derate party, all hopes of accommodation vaniſhed. The ſame 
policy, whatever it was, that induced the then rulers of France to 
make war with this country, {till holds its ground, and ever will 
hold its ground as long as Terror is the Order of the Day. Who- 
ever for the moment holds the uncertain and blood-ſtained reins of 
power; whether a Briſſot, a Marat, or a Roberſpierre, whether one 
tyrant or five; to every impartial man who has watched the pro- 
greſs of the events at Liſle, and has connected dien with what 
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paſſed in Paris, it muſt plainly appear, that even from the very firſt 
beginning of the negotiation, the majority of the Executive Direc- 
tory never for a moment intended that peace ſhould be made with 
this country. That determination they did not chuſe to avow 
whilſt they felt themſelves awed by the riſing party, at the head of 
which Carnot and Barthelemy placed themſelves ; but the moment 
their ſtars ſet, our proſpects vaniſhed. They propoſed terms to us, 
which had once been offered and refuſed ; terms which they knew 
Lord Malmeſbury had not powers, (for he communicated his 
powers to them) to cloſe with ; terms which they knew no Eng- 
liſnman would ſubmit to, and which only could be calculated to 
drive us to the wall, and make it appear to the eyes of all Europe, 
that we had put an end to a negotiation which France encouraged, 
and which France rendered it impoſſible for us to continue. If 
there had been, Sir, a heart ſo loſt to every ſenſe of national ſpirit 
and of national honour, as to have agreed to thoſe conceſſions ; if 
there had been, Sir, a hand fo daſtardly, and I will alſo ſay, fo 
hardy, as to have ſigned thofe conceſſions, we ſhould then, Sir, 
have had the comfort of being told that thoſe conceſſions, miſerable 
and deſpicable as they are, are not the conſequences, but the price 
of negotiation, and only went to make way for other demands doubly 
degrading perhaps, and doubly diſgraceful. The firſt founders of 
the French Republic all acknowledged that one principle which 
has ſerved as the baſis of all their actions, that the ſuns of Eng- 
land and of France never can ſhine together in the ſame hemiſ— 
phere. However the Conſtitution of that country has becn changed, 
however the ambition of individuals and the axe of the guillotine 
have varied its ſyſtems and its leaders, the ſame ſpirit ſtill holds its 
ground; the ſame antipathy to England is ſtill the watch-word of 
every party; and the cry of the armies, of the Directory, of the 
Councils, and of the People, is ſtill “ Delenda eſt Carthago.“ 
Look, Sir, at the lateſt proceedings of the French Directory. We 
ſee a deputation ſent by Buonaparte, notifying the concluſion of 
peace between France and the Emperor. It was to be hoped that 
pacific as the object of that deputation was, its language would be 
equally pacific: not fo; the language of that deputation was of vio- 
lent invective againſt the Government of this country, and of in- 
ſult againſt the people of England. And this language, Sir, which 
directly ſtated the impoſſibility of England and France exiſting to- 
gether, thoſe ſentiments which expreſs the actual neceſſity. of eternal 
warfare between the two countries, were reccived with the warmeſt 
and moſt rapturous applauſe, and rewarded with the moſt enthuſiaſ- 


tic fraternal embrace of the rulers of that people who call themſelves 
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friends to the human race! There cannot, Sir, be a ſtronger proof 
of the aſſertion I have brought forward reſpecting the antipathy of 
France towards this country, than the late gaſconading Arrete of 
the French DireQory, appointing on the coaſts of France an army 
of near half a million of men, and dignifying it by a name which 
T truſt it never will deſerve, that of the Army of England. It is 
hardly poſſible to talk ſeriouſly on that ſubject. They appoint an 
army for invaſion, and then lay up their fleet, as a preparatory ſtep 
for invaſion. How, therefore, that army is to put its objects into 
execution, remains a myſtery : whether cork jackets or balloons are 
to be uſed as ſubſtitutes for their navy, remains as yet to be ſeen. 
Not, however, Sir, to treat that ſubject with greater levity than it 
deſerves, the object of theſe preparations is the ſame, and I think 
my right honourable kinſman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
ought to feel himſelf under the greateſt obligations to the French 
DireQory, for the decifive ſtep they have taken to prove, if it were 
neceſſary, to all France, Europe, and the world, that their antipathy 
is ſolely directed againſt England, and that that antipathy is irre- 
concileable. The moment, Sir, that country can boaſt of a govern- 
ment 1t can ſupport from one week to the other ; the moment that 
country can boaſt of a Conſtitution it can preſerve from violation 
from one day to the next; the moment it can boaſt of rulers who 
can fave themſelves from the ſcaffold from one hour to the other ; 
from that moment I ſhall ſay that a door is open to negciation. 
But when I am told that we have been negotiating with a country 
which can ſport with the moſt ſolemn treaties, which can overturn 
the moſt eſtabliſhed rights of nations, and which, with all this, can- 
not guarantee its own exiſtence even while that negotiation was 
pending, I indeed bluſh for England. To ſhew, Sir, that I am 
not bringing an unſupported charge againſt France, and that I am 
not exaggerating what indeed does not require any exaggeration, a 
very curfory retroſpect to what has paſſed will very clearly prove. 
France, Sir, began her career by engaging that ſhe would net in- 
terfere with the Government of any country. In the words of a 
report made to the National Convention in the year 1794, cn the 
diplomatic principles which the French Republic ought to adopt: 
Her project of aggrandizement and of conqueſt are, to reſpect the 
territory, the rights and blood of a people. Her diplomatic ſyſtem 
Is a policy which yall not ſport with oaths, which ſhall not reduce 
the violation of treaties to a habit, which reſpects the limits that na- 
ture has placed, the laws which a people have eſtabliſhed, and the 
tranſactions which public faith has rendered facred.” —/ide De- 
bret!'s State Papers, Vol. II. | | 
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Such, Sir, was the language of the French Republican of 1794 : 
how does the Republican of 1797 keep thoſe engagements? He 
keeps them by violating the territory of every country in which his 
arms or his arts could give him an influence : he keeps them by 
making over, as a free gift to a foreign power, by virtue of a ſolemn 
treaty, „the territory, the rights, the blood of a people,” not the 
property of France to give : he keeps them by refuſing to ratify the 
moſt folemn treaties, which have hitherto been conſidered as the 
baſis of the balance of European power; and he gives as a reaſon for 
that refuſal, that thoſe treatics were inconſiſtent with the preſent 
Government of France, avowing by that means (what certainly did 
not require fuch avowal, for the actions of France ſpeak for them- 
ſelves that the preſent Government of France exiſts directly in the 
teeth of every conſtitured power in Europe: — he keeps them by 
opening his arms to the oittatished of every country, and to the diſ- 
ſatisfied of this, who, by aſſaſſinating their Sovereign, by annihila- 
lating their Parliament, and by overturning their Conſtitution, would 
render themſelves worthy of French fraternity. Thus France 
keeps her engagements. She maintains her power by ſitting quietly 
by, whilſt her repreſentatives are ſeized by the ſtrong hand of power 
in the ſeat of Government, in the midſt of their official duties, and 
unheard, untried, ſent into baniſhment. She fits by whilſt the 


rights of election are ſnatched from her people. She fits by whilſt 


the Liberty of the Preſs is at once deſttoyed. 

We read the laſt proceedings of the Council of Five Hundred, 
a petition from a printer who is impriſoned by the Police for abu- 
fing the War Miniſter—I would atk, if I faw him to-night in his 
place, the honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney), who amuſed this 
Houſe very much the other night with ſome very trite obſervations 
and well- conceived witticiſms on the War Miniſter here, if the 
editors of thoſe newſpapers who the next day retailed to the world 
thoſe witticiſms and thoſe obſervations, had been taken up for it, 
what his opinion would have been of that tranſaction, and whether 
he would have conceived it to have been an act of vigour beyond 
the law or not? Whatever might have been his opinion, ſuch was 
the fact, and ſuch the boaſted effects of French juſtice, of French li- 
berty, and of French equality. And yet with this country we 
have negotiated ; and again I congratulate the country moſt fin- 
cerely on the event of this negotiation. With reſpect to the pro- 


ject delivered in by Lord Malmeſbury, I ſhall not enter into the 


diſcuſſion of it: there are ſo many in this Houſe nuch more capa- 
ble than mvſelf to diſcuſs it, that I will leave it to them, and wave 
it; but this I will ſay, that if that peace had been concluded, what- 
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ever might have been its object, whatever might have been its 
terms, it could not have remained valid for an inſtant ; and I defy 
my right honourable kinſman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to 
deny that whatever peace might have been made on the 3d of Sep- 
tember, would not have been broken on the 4th. How much bet- 
ter, Sir, is our ſituation now— We know our danger, we know our 
reſources are equal to it, and what is better, we know the ſpirit of 
the country to be ſuch as to give thoſe reſources their proper force 
and their full power of action. Not to take up the time of the 
Houſe any longer — The broad baſis and the principles on which I 
go are, that whilſt the Government of France (of whatever nature 
that Government may be), remains in this unſettled ſtate, I object 
to the idea of negotiating in toto ; but I applaud and approve of 
thoſe meaſures which have been taken when we were in the ſcrape, 
to extricate us from it. I have every apology to make to the Houſe, 
for taking up ſo much of its time ; but called upon as I am by a 
large county, to ſupport its intereſts, and from my connections and 
ſituation, having every thing to riſque in the conteſt in which we are 
engaged, I ſhould have thought myſelf wrong if I had not ſtated 
my opinions. I promiſed my conſtituents when they elected me, 
that my vote ſhould be that of an independent and an unbiaſſed 
mind. Whatever may be my connections of blood, whatever may 
be my connections of partiality, I ſtand forward, neither blindly 
bowing to the dictates of any Miniſter, nor do I inſult the Houſe 
by telling them that I have a genera retainer for the ſeſſion, to ob- 
ject to every thing which Miniſters may bring forward. I ſtand 
torward a plain independent country gentleman, profeſling thoſe 
principles which I think beſt become at this moment a Member of 
this Houſe ; and to the indulgence of this Houſe I commit myſelf. 
With reſpect to the amendment, I decidedly oppoſe it. The ho- 
nourable Baronet who brings it forward, afferts every thing, and 
proves nothing; and I think that if it paſſes this Houſe, the coun- 
try will be ſunk to a lower pitch of degradation than ever. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then roſe, and ſpoke as follows : — 
Sir, having come to this Houſe with the firm perſuaſion, that 
there never exiſted an occaſion, when the unanimous concur- 
rence of this Houſe might be more juſtly expected than on a pro- 
polal, to agree in the ſentiments contained in the addreſs which has 
been read, I muſt confeſs myſelf conſiderably diſappointed, in ſome 
degree, even by the ſpeech of my noble relation, (much as I rejoice 
in the teſtimony which he has given of his talents and abilities,) 
and ſtill more by the ſpecch of the honourable Baronet, and by the 
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amendment which he has moved. I cannot agree with the noble 
Lord in the extent to which he has ſtated his ſentiments, that we 
ought to rejoice that peace was not made; much leſs, Sir, can J 
feel defirous to accept, on the part of myſelf or my colleagues, 
either from my noble kinſman, or any other perſon, the approbation 
which he was pleaſed to expreſs, of the manner in which we have 
concluded the negotiation -e have not concluded the negotiation — 
the negotiation has been concluded by others ; we have not been 
ſuffered to continue it; our claim to merit, if we have any, our 
claim to the approbation of our country is, that we perſiſted in 
every attempt to conduct that negotiation to a pacific termination, as 
long as our enemies left us not the proſpect but the chance or poſſi- 
bility of doing ſo, conſiſtent with our honour, our dignity, and our 
ſafety. We lament and deplore the diſappointment of the ſincere 
wiſhes which we felt, and of the earneſt endeavours which we em- 
ployed ; yet we are far from ſuffering thoſe ſentiments to induce us 
to adopt the unmanly line of conduct that has been recommended 
by the honourable Baronet ; this is not the moment to dwell only 
on our diſappointment, to ſuppreſs our indignation, or to Jet our 
courage, our conſtancy, and gur determination, be buried in the ex- 
preſſions of unmanly fear, or unavailing regret. Between theſe 
two extremes, it is, that I truſt or conduct is direQed ; and in call- 
ing upon the Houſe to join in ſentiments between thoſe extremes, I 
do truſt, that if we cannot have the unanimous opinion, we ſhall 
have the general and ready concurrence both of the Houſe and of 
the Country. 

Sir, before I trouble the Honſe, which I am not defirous of do- 
ing at length, with a few points which I wiſh to recapitulate, let 
me firſt call to your minds the general nature of the amendment 
which the honourahle Baronet has, under theſe circumſtances, 
thought fit to propoſe, and the general nature of the obſervations by 
which he introduced it ; he began with deploring the calamities of 
war, on the general topic, that all war is calamitous. Do I object 
to this ſentiment? No; but is it our buſineſs at a moment when 
we feel that the continuance of that war is owing to the animoſity, 
the implacable animoſity of our enemy, to the inveterate and inſa- 
tiable ambition of the preſent frantic Government of France, nt 
of the people of France, as the honourable Baronet unjuſtly ſtated 
it; is it our buſineſs at that moment to content ourſelves with 
merely lamenting in common-place terms the calamities of war, and 
forgetting that it is part of the duty which, as repreſentatives of tht 
people, we owe to our Government and our Country, to ſtate that 
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the continuance of thoſe evils upon ourſelves, and upon France too, 
is the fruit only of the conduct of the enemy, that it is to be imputed 
to them, and not to us. 

Sir, the papers which were ordered to be laid on the table have 
been in every gentleman's hand, and on the materials which they 
furniſh we muſt be prepared to decide. Can there be a doubt, that 
all the evils of war, whatever may be their conſequences, are to be 
imputed ſolely to His Majeſty's enemies? Is there any man here 
prepared to deny, that the delay in every ſtage of the negotiation, 
and its final rupture, are proved to be owing to the evaſive conduct, 
the unwarrantable pretenſions, the inordinate ambition, and the im- 
placable animoſity of the enemy? I will shortly ſtate what are the 
points, though it is hardly neceſſary that J ſhould ſtate them, for 
they ſpeak loudly for themſelves, on which I would reft that propo- 
ſition 2 but if there is any man who doubts it, is it the honourable 
Baronet? Is it he who makes this amendment, leaving out every 
thing that is honourable to the character of his own country, and 
ſeeming to court ſome new complaiſance on the part of the French 
Diretory? The honourable Baronct, who, as ſoon as he has 
ſtated the nature of his amendment, makes the firſt part of his 
ſpeech a charge againſt His Majeſty's Miniſters; for even having 
commenced the negotiation in the manner, and under the circum- 
ſtances in which they did commence it—who makes his next charge 
their having perſevered in it, when violations of form and practice 
were inſiſted upon in the earlieſt ſtage of it? Does he diſcover that 
the French Government, whom we have accuſed with inſincerity, 
have been ſincere from the beginning to the end of the negotiation ? 
Or, after having accuſed His Majeſty's Miniſters for commencing 
and perſevering in it, is the honourable Baronet ſo afraid of being 
miſconſtrued into an idea of animoſity againſt the people of France, 
that he muſt diſguiſe the truth, muſt do injuſtice to the character 
and cauſe of his own country, and leave unexplained the cauſe of the 
continuance of this great conteſt? Let us be prepared to probe 
that queſtion to the bottom, to form our opinion upon it, and to ren- 
der our conduct conformable to that opinion. This, I conceive, to 
be a manly conduct, and, eſpecially at ſuch a moment, to be the in- 
diſpenſable duty of the Houſe. But let not the honourable Baronet 
imagine there is any ground for his apprehenſion, that by adopting 
the language of the addreſs, which aſeribes the continuance of the 
war to the ambition of the enemy, we ſhall declare a ſyſtem of end- 
leſs animoſity between the nations of Great Britain and France ; I 
ſay direQly the contrary : he who ſcruples to declare, that in the 
preſent moment the Government of France are acting as much in 
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contradiction to the known wiſhes of the French nation, as to the 
Juſt pretenſions and anxious withes of the people of Great Britain — 
he who ſcruples to declare them the authors of this calamity, de- 
prives us of the conſolatory hope which we are inclined to cheriſh, 
of ſome future change of circumſtances more favourable to our 
wiſhes. | 

It is a melancholy ſpectacle, indeed, to fee in any country, and 
on the ruin of any pretence of liberty, however nominal, thallow, or 
deluſive, a ſyſtem ot tyranny erected, the moſt galling, the moſt 
horrible, the moſt undiſguiſed in all its parts and attributes that has 
ſtained the page of hiſtory, or diſgraced the annals of the world; 
but it would be much more untortunate, it when we fee that the 
ſame cauſe carries defolation through France, which extends diſquiet 
and fermentation through Europe; it would be worſe, indeed, if we 
attributed to the nation of France that which is to be attributed only 
to the uuwarranted and uſurped authority which involves them in 
miſery, and would, if unreſiſted, involve Europe with them in one 
common ruin and diſtruction. Do we ſtate this to be animoſity 
on the part of the people of France? Do we ſtate this in order to 
raiſe up an implacable ſpirit of animoſity againſt that country ? 
Where is one word to that effect in the Declaration to which the 
honourable gentleman has alluded? He complains much of this 
Declaration, becauſe it trends to pepetuate animoſity between two 
nations which one day or other mult be at peace—God grant that 
day may be ſoon! But what does that Declaration expreſs upon 
the ſubjet? Does it expreſs, that becauſe the preſent exiſting Go- 
vernment of France has acted as it has ated, we forego the wiſh 
or renounce the hope that fome new ſituation may lead to happier 
conſequences? On the contrary, His Majeſty's language is diſ- 
tinctly this: While this determination continues to prevail on the 
« part of his enemies, His Majcſty's earneſt wiſhes and endeavours 
4 to reſtore peace to his ſubjects muſt be fruitleſs ; but his ſenti- 
« ments remain unaltered ; he looks with anxious expeQation to 
© the moment when the Government of France may ſhew a tem- 
e per and ſpirit in any degree correſponding with his own.” I wiſh 
to know whether words can be found in the Engliſh language 
which more expreſsly ſtate the contrary ſentiment to that which the 
honourable Baronet imputes ; they not only difclaim animoſity 
againſt the people of France in conſequence of the conduct of its 
rulers, but do not go the length of declaring, that after all this pro- 
vocation, even with the preſent rulers, all treaty is impracticable. 
Whether it is probable, that aQing on the principles upon which 
they have acquircd their power, and while that power continues, 
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they will liſten to any ſyſtem of moderation or juſtice at home or 
abroad, it is not now neceflary to diſcuſs ; but for one, I deſire to 


expreſs my cordial concurrence in the ſentiment, fo pointedly ex- 


preſſed in that paſſage of the declaration in which His Majeſty, 
notwithſtanding all the provocation he has received, and even after 
the reſent ſucceſſes, which by the bleſſing of Providence have at- 
tended his arms, declares his readineſs to adhere to the ſame mode- 
rate terms and principles which he propoſed at the time of our 
greateſt difficulties, and to conclude peace on that ground, if it can 
ow be obtained, even with this very Government. 

am ſenſible, that while I am endeavouring to vindicate His 
Majeſty's ſervants againſt the charges of the honourable Baronet, 
which are ſufficiently, however, refuted by the carly part of his own 
ipeech, I am incurring, in ſome degree, the cenſure of the noble 
Lord to whom I before alluded. According to his principles and 
opinions, and of ſome few others in this country, it is matter of 
charge againſt us that we even harbour in our minds at this mo- 
ment, a wiſh to conclude peace upon the terms which we think 
admiſſible with the preſent rulers of France. I am not one 
of thoſe who can or will join in that fentiment. I have no 
difficulty in repeating what I ſtared before, that in their pre- 


ſent ſpirit, after what they have ſaid, and fiill more, after what 


they have done, I can entertain little hope of ſo defirable an event. 
| have no heſitation in avowing, for it would be idlenefs and hy- 
pocriſy to conceal it, that for the ſake of mankind in general, and 
to gratify thoſe ſentiments which can never be eradicated from the 
human heart, I ſhould ſee with pleaſure and ſatisfaction the termi- 
nation of a Government whoſe conduct, and whoſe origin is ſuch as 


we have ſeen that of the Government of France; but that is not 


the object that ought not to be the principle of the war, whatever 
with I may entertain in my own heart ; and whatever opinion I may 
think it fair or manly to avow, I have no difficulty in ſtating, that 
violent and odious as is the character of that Government, I verily 
believe, in the preſent ſtate of Europe, that if we are not wanting 
to ourſelves, if, by the bleſſing of Providence, our perſeverance, and 
our reſources, ſhould enable us to make peace with France upon 
terms in which we taint not our character, in which we do not 
abandon the ſources of our wealth, the means of our ſtrength, the 
defence of what we already poſſeſs ; if we maintain our equal pre- 
tenſions, and aſſert that rank which we are entitled to hold among 
nations, the moment peace can be obtained on ſuch terms, be the 
form of government in France what it may, peace is deſirable, 
peace is then anxiouſly to be ſought ; but unleſs it is attained on 
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ſuch terms, there is no extremity of war, there is no extremity of 
honourable conteſt, that is not preferable to the name and pretence 
of peace, which muſt be in reality a diſgraceful capitulation, a baſe, 
an abjeQ ſurrender of every thing that conſtitutes the pride, the 
ſafety, and happineſs of England. 

Theſe, Sir, are the ſentiments of my mind on this leading point, 
and with theſe ſentiments I ſhape my conduct between the contend- 
ing opinions of the noble Lord and of the honourable Baronet ; 
but there is one obſervation on the honourable baronet on 
which I muſt now more particularly remark—He has diſcovered 
that we ſtate the Directory of France to have been all along inſin- 
cere, and yet take merit for having commenced a negotiation, which 
we ought never to have commenced without being perſuaded of 
their ſincerity. This ſuppoſed contradiction requires but a few 
words to explain it. I believe that thoſe who conſtitute the preſent 
Government of France never were ſincere for a moment in the ne- 
gotiation : from all the information I have obtained, and from every 
conjecture I could form, I for onc never was ſo duped as to believe 
them ſincere ; but I did believe, and I thought I knew, that there 
was a general prevailing wiſh for peace, and a predominant ſenſe of 
its neceſſity growing and confirming itſelf in France, and founded 
on the moſt obvious and moſt preſſing motives. I did ſee a ſpirit 
of reviving moderation gradually gaining ground, and opening a 
way to the happieſt alterations in the general ſyſtem of that country: 
J did believe that the violence of that portion of the Executive Go- 
vernment which, by the late ſtrange Revolution of France, unhap- 
pily for France itſelf and for the world, has gained the aſcendancy, 
would have been reſtrained within ſome bounds ; that ambition 
muſt give way to reaſon ; that even phrenzy itſelf muſt be con- 
troled and governed by neceſſity. Theſe were the hopes and ex- 
peQations I entertained. I did, notwithſtanding, feel, that even 
from the outſet, and in every ſtep of that negotiation, thoſe who 
happily had not yet the full power to cut it ſhort in the beginning, 
who dared not truſt the public eye with the whole of their deſigns, 
who could not avow all their principles, unfortunately, neverthe- 
leſs, did retain from the beginning power enough to control thoſe 
who had a better diſpoſition, to mix in every part of the negotia- 
tion, which they could not then abruptly break off, whatever could 
impede, embarraſs, and perplex, in order to throw upon us, if poſ- 
fible, the odium of its failure. 

Sir, the ſyſtem of France is explained by the very objections that 
are made againſt our conduct. The violent party could not, as 1 


have ſtated, at once break off the treaty on their part, but they wiſhed 
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to drive England to the rupture; they had not ſtrength enough to 
reject all negotiation, they had ſtrength enough to mix in every ſtep 
thoſe degradations and inſults, thoſe inconſiſtent and unwarranted 
pretenſions in points even of ſubordinate importance, which reduced 
Miniſters to that opinion which I have deſcribed ; but which they 
decided in a way that has expoſed them to the cenſure of the ho- 
nourable Baronet ; they choſe rather to incur the blame of ſacri- 
ficing punctilios (at ſome times effential) rather than afford the 
enemy an opportunity of evading this plain queſtion—lIs there any 
ground, and, if any, what, upon which you are ready to conclude ? 
To that point it was our duty to drive them ; we have driven them 
to that point ; they would tell ys no terms, however exorbitant and 
unwarrantable, upon which ies would be ready to make peace. 
What would have been the honourable Baronet's expedient to 
avoid this embarraſſment? It would have been, as he has this day 
informed us, an addreſs which he had thought of moving in the 
laſt ſeſſion, and which, indeed, I ſhould have been leſs ſurpriſed had 


moved that no prejet ſhould be given in till the enemy were prepared 
to preſent a contre projet ; if it was a great misfortune that that ad- 
dreſs was not moved, I am afraid ſome of the guilt belongs to me, 
becauſe the honourable Baronet did ſuggeſt ſuch an idea ; and I did 
with great fincerity and frankneſs tell him, that if he was really a 
friend to peace, there was no motion he could make ſo little calcu- 
lated to promote that object; and I did prevail upon the honourable 
Paronet to give up the intention. If I am right in the ſuppoſition 
I have ſtated ; if I am right in thinking that our great object was 
to preſs France to this point, and to put the queſtion—if you have 


dition 


con- any terms to offer, what are they? -was there any one way by 
d ex- which we could make it fo difficult for them to retain any pretence 
even of a deſire of peace, as to ſpeak out ourſelves, and call upon them 
who either for agreement, or for modification, or for ſome other plan in 
ning, their turn? By not adopting the honourable Baronet's plan, we 
ſigns, have put the queſtion beyond diſpute, whether peace was attainable 
erthe- at laſt, and whether our advances would or would not be met on 
| thoſe the part of France ; and I ſhall, to the lateſt hour of my life, re- 
gotia- Joice that we were fortunate enough to place this queſtion in the 
could light which defies the powers of miſrepreſentation, in which no man 
f pol can attempt to perplex it, and in which it preſents itſelf this day for 
the deciſion of the Houſe and of the Nation, and calls upon every 
ns that Individual who has at ſtake the public happineſs and his own, to 
„ as J Vor. IV. 2 Ne” 


he moved, than if the Houſe had concurred in it; he would have 
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determine for himſelf, whether this is or is not a criſis which re- 
quires his beſt exertions in the defence of his country. 

To ſhew which, I ſhall now proceed, notwithſtanding the re- 
proach which has been thrown on our line of conduct, to ſhew the 
ſyſtem even of obſtinate forbearance, with which we endeavoured 
to overcome preliminary difficulties, the determined refolution on 
our part to overlook all minor obſtacles, and to come to the real 
eſſence of diſcuſſion upon the terms of peace. To ſhew this, it is 
not neceſſary to do more than to call to the recollection of the Houſe 
the leading parts of the Declaration of His Majeſty—I mean to 
leave that part of the ſubjeR alſo without the poſſibility of doubt, or 
difference of opinion. It is certainly true, that, even previous to 
any of the circumſtances that related to the preliminary forms of 
the negotiation, the prior conduct of France had offered to any 
Government that was not ſincerely and moſt anxioufly bent upon 
peace, ſufficient ground for the continuance of hoſtilities ; it is true 
that, in the former negotiation at Paris, Lord Malmeſbury was 
finally ſent away, not upon a queſtion of terms of peace, not upon 
a queſtion of the ceſſion of European or Colonial pofieſſions, but 
upon the haughty demand of a previous preliminary, which ſhould 
give up every thing on the part of the allies, and which ſhould leave 
them afterwards every thing to aſk, or rather to require. It is true 
it cloſed in nearly the ſame inſulting manner as the ſecond miſſion; 
It is true, too, that, ſubſequent to that period, in the preliminaries 
concluded between the Emperor and France, it was agrced to in- 
vite the allies of each party to a congreſs, which, however, was 
never carried into execution. It was under theſe circumſtances 
that His Majeſty, in the earneſt defire of availing himſelf of that 
ſpirit of moderation which had begun to ſhew itſelf in France, de- 
termined to renew thoſe propoſals which had been before ſlighicd 
and rejected; but when this ſtep was taken, what was the conduct 
of thoſe who have gained the aſcendancy in France? On the fuſt 
application to know on what ground they were diſpoſed to negotiate, 
wantonly, as will be ſhown by the ſequel, and for no purpoſe but to 
prevent even the opening of the conferences, they inſiſted upon a 
mode of negotiation very contrary to general uſage and convenience, 
contrary to the mode in which they had terminated war with any of 
the Belligerent Powers, and directly contrary to any mode which 
they themſelves afterwards perſiſted in following in this very negoti- 
ation with us. They began by ſaying, they would receive no pro- 
poſals for preliminaries, but that conferences ſhould be held for the 
purpoſe of concluding at once a definitive treaty. 
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His Majeſty's anſwer was, that it was his deſire to adopt that 
mode only which was moſt likely to accelerate the object in view, 
and the powers of his Plenipotentiary would apply to either object, 
either preliminary or definitive. They appeared content with his 
anſu er: but what was the next ſtep? In the ſimple form of grant- 
ing a paſſport for the Miniſter, at the moment they were ſaying they 
preferred a definitive peace, becauſe it was the moſt expeditious ; in 
that very patiport, which in all former times has only deſcribed the 
charaQer of the Miniſter, without entering into any thing relating to 
the terms or mode of negotiating, they inſert a condition relative to 
his powers, and that inconſiſtent with what His Majeſty had ex- 
plained to be the nature of the powers he had intended to give, and 
with which they had apparently been ſatisfied ; they made it a paſſ- 
port not for a Miniſter coming to conclude peace generally, but ap- 
plicable only to a definitive and ſeparate peace. 

This proceeding was in itſelf liable to the moſt obvious objec- 
tion ; but it is more important, as an inſtance to ſhow how, in the 
ſimpleſt part of the tranſaction, the untractable ſpirit of France diſ- 
covered itſelf ; it throws light upon the ſubſequent part of the tranſ- 
action, and ſhews the inconſiſtencies and contradictions of their ſue- 
ceſſive pretenſions. As to the condition then made in the paſſport 
tor the firſt time, that the negotiation. ſhould be for a ſeparate peace, 
His Majeſty declared that he had no choice between a definitive and 
a preliminary treaty, but as to a ſeparate peace, his honour and good 
faith, with regard to his ally the Queen of Portugal, would not per- 
mit it ; he therefore ſtated his unalterable determination to agree to 
no treaty in which Portugal ſhould not be included, expreſſing at 
the ſame time, his readineſs that France ſhould treat on the part of 
Holland and Spain. 

On this occaſion, the good faith of this country prevailed ; the 
tritem of violence and deſpotiſm was not then ripe, and therefore 
His Majeſty's demand to treat for Portugal was acquieſced in by 
the Directory. They, at the ſame time, undertook to treat on 
their part for their allies, Holland and Spain, as well as for them- 
ſelves, though in the ſubſequent courſe of the negotiation they pre- 
tended to be without ſufficient power to treat for either. 

L muſt here entreat the attention of the Houſe to the next circum- 
ſtance which occurred. When the firmneſs of His Majeſty, his 
anxious and ſincere deſire to terminate the horrors of war, and his 
uniform moderation overcame the violence and defeated the deſigns 
of the Members of the Executive Government of France, they had 
recourſe to another ex pedient the- moſt abſurd, as well as the moſt 
unuliifiable : they adverted to the rupture of the former negotiation, 
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as if that rupture was to be imputed to His Majeſty - and this in- 
finuation was accompanied with a perfonal reflection upon the 
Miniſter who was ſent by His Majeſty to treat on the part of 
this country. His Majeſty, looking anxiouſly as he did to 
the concluſion of peace, diſdained to reply otherwiſe, than by obſer- 
ving, that this was not a fit topic to be agitated at the moment of 
renewing a negotiation, and that the circumſtances of the tranſac- 


tion were well enough known to Europe and to the world. And 


the reſult of this negotiation has confirmed what the former had 
ſufficiently proved, that His Majeſty could not have ſelected, in the 
ample field of talents which his dominions furniſh, any perſon bet- 
ter qualified to do juſtice to his ſincere and benevolent defire, to 
promote the reſtoration of peace, and his firm and unalterable de- 
termination to maintain the dignity and honour of his kingdoms. 

In ſpite of theſe obſtacles, and others more minute, the Britiſh 
Plenipotentiary at length arrived at Liſle; the full powers were tranſ- 
mitted to the reſpective Governments, and were found unexception- 
able, though the ſuppoſed defect of theſe full powers is three months 
after alledged as a cauſe for the rupture of the negotiation ; and 
what is more remarkable, it did fo happen, that the French full 
powers were on the face of them, much more limited than ours, 
for they only enabled the Commiſſioners of the Directory to act 
according to the inſtructions they were to reccive from time to 
time. On this point it is not neceſſary now to dwell, but I defirc 
the Houſe to treaſure it in their memory, when we come to the 
queſtion of pretence for the rupture of the negotiation. 

Then, Sir, I come to the point in which we have incurred the 
cenſure of the honourable Baronet, for delivering in on our part a 
project. To his opinion, I do not ſubſcribe, for the reaſons that 
I ftated before. But can there he a ſtronger proof of His Majeſty s 
ſincerity, than his waving ſo many points important in themſelves, 
rather than ſuffer the negotiation to be broken off. What was our 
ſituation? We were to treat with a Government, that had in the 
outſet expreſſed, that they would treat only definitively ; and from 
every part of their conduct which preceded the meeting of our Ple- 
nipotentiary, and their Commiſſioners, we might have expected 
that they would have been prepared to anſwer our project almoſt in 
twenty-four hours after it was delivered. We ſtood with reſpect 
to France in this predicament, we had nothing to aſk of them ; the 
queſtion only was, how much we were to give of that which the 
valour of His Majoſty's arms had acquired from them, and from 
their allies. In this ſituation, ſurely, we might have expected, that, 
bcfore we offered the price of peace, they would at leaſt have conde- 
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ſcended to ſay what were the facrifices which they expected us to 
make. But, Sir, in this ſituation, what ſpecies of project was it that 
was preſented by His Majeſty's Miniſter * A project the moſt diſ- 
tinct, the moſt particular, the moſt conciliatory and moderate, that 
ever conſtituted the firſt words ſpoken by any negotiator ; and yet 
of this project what have we heard in the language of the French 
Government? What have we ſeen diſperſed through all Europe 
by that preſs in France which knows no ſentiments but what French 
Policy dictates? What have we ſeen diſperſed by that Engliſh 
preſs which knows no other uſe of Engliſh liberty, but ſervilely s 
retail and tranſcribe French opinions? We have been told, that it 
was a project that refuſed to embrace the terms of negotiotion. Gen- 
tlemen have read the papers—how does that fact ſtand ? In the ori- 
ginal project we agreed to give up the conqueſts we had made from 
France and her allies, with certain exceptions. For thoſe excep- 
tions a blank was left, in order to aſcertain whether France was de- 
firous that the exceptions ſhould be divided between her and her 
allies, or whether ſhe continued to inſiſt upon a complete compenſa- 
tion, and left England to look for compenſation only to her allies. 
France, zealous as ſhe pretends to be for her allies, had no diffi- 
culty in authorizing her Miniſfers to declare, that the muſt retain 
every thing for herſelf. This blank was then filled up, and it was 
then dictinctly ſtated, how little, out of what we had, we demanded 
to keep; in one ſenſe, it remains a blank ſtill, we did not attempt 
to preclude France from any other mode of filling it up; but while 
we ſtated the utmoſt extent of our own views, we left open to full 
explanation whatever points the Government of France could defire. 
We called upon them, and repeatedly ſolicited them, to ſtate ſome- 
thing as to the nature of the terms which they propoſed, if they ob- 
jetted to ours. It was thus left open to modification, alteration, or 
conceſſion : but this is not the place, this is not the time, in which 
Jam to diſcuſs, whether thoſe terms, in all given circumſtances, or 
in the circumſtances of that moment, were or were not the ultimate 
terms upon which peace ought to be accepted or rejected; if it were 
once brought to the point when an ultimatum could be judged of, 
I will not argue whether ſome great conceſſion might not have been 
made with the certainty of peace, ar whether the terms propoſed 
conſtituted an offer of peace upon more favourable grounds for the 
enemy than His Majeſty's Miniſters could juſtify. J argue not 
the one queſtion or the other ; it would be inconſiſtent with the pub- 
lic intereſt and our duty, that we ſhould here tate or diſcuſs it; all 
that J have to diſcuſs, is, whether the terms, upon the face of them, 
appear honourable, open, frank, diſtinct, ſincere, and a pledge of 
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moderation; and I leave it to the good ſenſe of the Houſe, whethe; 
there can exiſt a difference of opinion upon this point. 

Sir, What was it we offered to renounce to France? In one 
word, all that we had taken from them. What did this conſiſt of: 
the valuable, and almoſt, under all circumſtances, the impregnab]- 
iſland of Martinque, various other Wcit-India poſſeſſions, St. I. u- 
cia, Tobago, the French part of St. Domingo, the ſettlements d 
Pondicherry and Chandernagore ; all the French factories and 
means of Trade in the Eaſt-Indies; and te iſlands of Saint Pierre 
and Miquelon; and for what were theſe renunciations to be made 
For peace, and for peace only. And to whom? To a nation 
which had obtained from His Majeſty's dominions in Europe no- 
thing in the courſe of the war, which had never met our fleet but 
to add to the catalogue of our victories, and to ſwell the melan- 
choly liſts of their own captures and defeats. To a power whic| 
had never ſeparately met the arms of this country by land, but ty 
carry the glory and proweſs of the Britiſh name to a higher pitch, 
and to a country whoſe commerce is unheard of, whoſe navy is an- 
nihilated, whoſe diſtreſs, confeſſed by themſelves, (however it may 
be attempted to be difſembled by their pancgyriſts in this or any other 
country,) is acknowledged by the fighs and groans of the people of 
France, and proved by the expoſtulations and remonſtrances occa- 
ſioned by the violent meaſures of its Executive Government—ſuchk 
was the ſituation in which we ſtood - ſuch the ſituation of the ene- 
my when we offered to make theſe important conceſſions, as the 
price of peace. What was the ſituation of the allies of France? 
From Spain, who, from the moment ſhe had deſerted our cauſe and 
enliſted on the part of the enemy, only added to the number of our 
conqueſts, and to her own indelible diſgrace, we made claim. of one 
ifland, the ifland of Trinidad, a claim not reſting on the mere naked 
title of poſſeſſion, to counterbalance the general European aggran- 
dizement of France, but as the price of ſomething that we had to 
give by making good the title to the Spaniſh part of Saint Do- 
mingo, which Spain had ceded without right, and which ceſſion 
eould not be made without our guarantee. 

To Holland, having in our hands the whole means of their com- 
merce, the whole ſource of their wealth, we offered to return almoſt 
all that was valuable and lucrative to them, in the mere conſidera- 
tion of commerce ; we deſired in return to keep what to them, in a 
pecuniary view, would be only a burden, in a political view worſe 


than uſcleſs, becauſe they had not the means to keep it; what, had 


we granted i, would have been a facrifice, not to them, but to 
Fre; what would in futgge have enabled her to carry on her 
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plan of ſubjugation againſt the Eaſtern poſſeſſions of Holland itſelf, 
as well as againſt thoſe of Great Britain. All that we aſked, was 
not indemnification for what we had ſuffered, but the means of 
preſerving our own poſſeſſions, and the ſtrength of our naval em- 
pire; we did this at a time when our enemy was feeling the preſ- 
ſure of war and who looks at the queſtion of peace without ſome 
regard to the relative ſituation of the country with which you are 
contending ? Look then at their trade; look at their means; look 
at the poſture of their affairs: look at what we hold, and at the 
means we have of defending ourſelves, and our enemy of reſiſting 
us, and tell me, whether this offer was or was not a proof of fin- 
cerity, and a pledge of moderation. Sir, I ſhould be aſhamed of 
2rguing it, I confeſs; I am apprehenſive we may have gone too far 
in the firſt propoſals we made, rather than ſhewn any backwardneſs 
in the negotiation ; but it is unneceſſaty to argue this point. ; 

Our propoſal was received and allowed by the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and tranſmitted for the conſideration of the Directory; 
months had elapſed in ſending couriers weekly and daily from Paris 
to Liſle, and from Liſle to Paris; they taught us to expect, from 
time to time, a conſideration of this ſubject, and an cxplicit anſwer 
to our project. But the firſt attempt of the DireQory to negotiate, 
after having received our project, is worthy of remark; they requi- 
red that we, whom they had ſummoned to a definitive treaty, ſhould 
ſtop and diſcuſs preliminary points, which were tor be ſettled without 
knowing whether, when we had agreed to them all, we had advan- 
ced one inch; we were to diſcuſs, witerher His Majeſty would re- 
nounce the title of King of France, a harmleſs feather, at moſt, in 
the Crown of England; we were to diſcuſs, whether we would re- 
ſtore thoſe ſhips taken at Toulon, the acquititiun of valour, and 
which we were entitled upon every ground to hold; we were to diſ- 
culs, whether we would renounce the mortgage which we might 
polſeſs on the Netherlands, and which engaged much of the honour- 
able Baronet's attention: but it does fo happen, that what the ho- 
nourable Baronet conſidered as ſo important, was of no importance 
at all. For a mortgage on the Netherlands, we have none, and 
conſequently we have none to renounce; therefore, upon that con- 
dition, which they had no right to afk, and we had no means of 
granting, we told them the true ſtate of the caſe, and that it was 
not worth talking about. 

The next point which occurred, is of a nature which is diffi- 
cult to dwell upon without indignation: we were waiting the fulfil- 
ment of a promiſe which had been made repeatedly, of delivering 
to our Ambaſſador a counter- project: when they who had deſired 
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us to come for the purpoſe of coneluding a definitive treaty, propoſe 


that we ſhould ſubſcribe as a ſine qua non preliminary, that we were 
ready, in the firſt inſtance, to conſent to give up all that we had 
taken, and then to hear what they had farther to aſk. Is it poſſi. 
ble to ſuppoſe that ſuch a thing could be liftened to by any country 
that was not prepared to proſtrate itſelf at the feet of France, and 
in that abject poſture to adore its conqueror, to folicit new inſults, 
to ſubmit to demands ſtill more degrading and ignominious, and to 
cancel at once the honour of the Britiſh name? His Majeſty had 
no heſitation in refuling to comply with ſuch inſolent and unwar. 
rantable demands; here again the Houſe will ſee, that the ſpirit of 
the violent part of the French Government which had the inſolence 
to advance this propoſition, had not acquired power and ſtrength in 
that ſtate of the Negotiation to adhere to it ; His Majeſty's expla- 
nations and remonſtrances for a time prevailed, and an interval en- 
ſued, in which we had a hope, that we were advancing to a paci- 
fication. His Majeſty's refuſal of this demand was received by 
the French Plenipotentiarics with aſſurances of a pacific diſpoſition, 
was tranſmitted to their Government, and was ſeconded by a con- 
tinued and repeated repetition of promiſes, that a counter- project 
ſhould be preſented, pretending that they were under the neceſſity 
of ſending to their allies an account of what paſſed: and that they 
were cndeavouring to prevail on them to accede to propoſals for put- 
ting an end to the calamities of war—to terminate the calamines 
of that war into which thoſe allies were forced, in which they 
were retained by France alone, and in which they purchaſed nothing 
but ſacrifices to France, and miſery to themſelves. We were told, 
indeed, in a conference that fullowed, that they had obtained ar 
anſwer, but that not being ſufficiently ſatisfactory, it was ſent back 
to be conſidered. This continued, during the whole period, until 
that dreadful cataſtrophe of the 4th of September; even after that 
event, the ſame pretence was held out: they peremptorily promiſed 


the counter-proje& in four days; the fame pacific profeſſions were 


renewed, and our Miniſter was aſſured, that the change of circum- 
ſtances in France ſhould not be a bar to the pacification. Such 
was the uniform language of the Plenipotentiaries in the name ef 
the Government—how it is proved by their actions I have already 
ſated to the Houſe. After this ſeries of profeſſions, what was the 
firſt ſtep taken to go on with the Negotiation in this ſpirit of conci- 
liation? Sir, the firſt ſtep was to renew, as His Majeſty's declars- 
tion has well ſtated, in a ſhape ſtill more offenſive, the former in- 
admiſſible and rejected demand; the rejection of which had been 
gequieſced in by themſelves two months before, and during 4 
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which time, we had been impatiently waiting for the performance 
of their promiſes. That demand was the ſame that I have already 
ſtated in ſubſtance, that Lord Malmeſbury ſhould explain to them, 
not only his powers, but alio his inſtructions; and they aſked not 
for the formal extent of his power, which would give ſolidity to 
what he might conclude in the King's name, but they aſked an ir- 
revocable pledge, that he would conſent to give up all that we had 
taken from them and from their allies, without knowing how much 
more they had afterwards to aſk. It is true they endeavoured ta 
eonvince Lord Malmcſbury, that although an avowal of his inſtrue- 
tions was demanded, it would never be required that he ſhould aR 
upon it, for there was a great difference between knowing the extent 
of the powers of a Miniſter, and inſiſting upon their exerciſe. 
And here I would aſk the honourable Baronet, whether he thinks, 
if, in the firſt inſtance, we had given up all to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, they would: have given it all back again to us? Suppoſe 
I was Ambaſſador from the French Directory, and the honourable 
Baronet was Ambaſſador from Great Britain, and I were to ſay to 
him, will you give up all you have gained? it would only be 2 
handſome thing in you, as an Engliſhman, and no ungenerous uſe 
ſnall be made of it; would the honourable Baronet expect me, as 
a French Ambaſſador, to ſay, I am inſtructed, from the good na- 
ture of the Directory, to ſay, you have acted handſomely, and 
now return what you have fo generouſly given? ſhould we not be 
called children and dri vellers, if we could act in this manner? and 
Indeed the French Government could be nothing but children and 
crivellers, if they could ſuppoſe that we ſhould have acceded to ſuch 
a propoſal— But they are bound, it ſeems, by facred treaties ; they 
are bound by immutable laws; they are ſworn when they make 
peace, to return every thing to their allies, and who ſhall require 
of France for the ſafety of Europe, to depart from its own preten- 
lions to honour and independenec ? 

If any perſon can really ſuppoſe that this country could have 
agreed to ſuch a propoſition, or that fuch a Negotiation was likely 
to lead to a good end, all I can fay is, that with ſuch a man I 
will not argue. I leave others to imagine what was likely to have 
been the end of a Negotiation, in which it was to have been ſet» 
tled as a preliminary, that you were to give up all that you have 
gained; and when, on the fide of your enemy, not a word was 
laid of what he had to propoſe afterwards. They demand of your 
Ambaſſador to ſhew to them, not only his powers, but alſo his in- 
ſtructions, before they explain a word of theirs; and they tell you 


100, that you are never to expect to hear what their powers are, 
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until you ſhall be ready to concede every thing which the Directory 
may think fit to require. This is certainly the ſubſtance of what 
they propoſe; and they tell you alſo, that they are to carry on the 
negotiation from the inſtructions which their Plenipotentiaries are 
to receive from time to time from them. You arc to have no 
power to inſtruct your Ambaſſador; you are to ſhew to the enemy 
at once all you have in view, and they will only tell you from time 
to time, as to them ſhall ſcem meet, what demands they ſhall 
make. 

It was thus it was attempted, on the part of the French, to 
commence the negotiation. —In July, this demand was made to 
Lord Malmeſbury. He ſtated, that his powers were ample. In 
anſwer to this, they went no farther than to ſay, that if he had no 
ſuch power as what they required, he ſhould ſend to England to 
obtain it. To which he replied, that he had not, nor ſhould he 
have it if he ſent. In this they acquiefce, and attempt to amuſe 
us for two months. At the end of that time, the Plenipotentiatics 


ſay to Lord Malmeſbury, not what they ſaid before, ſend to Eng- V 
land for power to acccde to propolals which you have alrcady rejec- t 
ted; but ge to England vourſelf for ſuch powers, in order to ob- tl 
tain peace. n 
Such was the winding up of the negotiation ; ſuch was the way WW * 
in which the proſpect of peace has been diſappointed by the conduct a 
of France; and I muſt look upon the diſmiſſal of Lord Malmeſ- 
bury as the laſt ſtage of the negotiation, becauſe the undiſguiſcd m 
inſult by which it was pretended to be kept up for ten days after an 
Lord Malmeſbury was ſent away, was really below comment. You Cu 
ſend him to aſk for thoſe powers which you were told he had not, mn. 
and in the refuſal of which, you acquieſced: you have afked, as 1 ga 
preliminary, that which is monſtrous and exorbitant; that preli- in 
minary you were told would not be complied with, and yet the not 
performance of that preliminary you made the fine qua nan condi- ter 
tions of his return, Such was the laſt ſtep by which the French Us 
Government has ſhewn that it had feeling enough left to think it Tor 
neceſſary to ſearch for ſome pretext to colour its proceedings; but Cal 
they are ſuch proceedings that no pretext or artitice can cover them, love 
as will appear more particularly from the papers officially commu- 3 
nicated to the Houſe. quil 


But here the ſubject does not reſt : if we look to the whole com- 
plection of this tranſaction, the duplicity, the arrogance, and vis 
lence which has appeared in the courſe of the negotiation, if we tab 
from thence our opinion of its general reſult, we ſhall be juſifes 
in our concluſion, not that the people of France, not that the whole 
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Government of France, but that that part of the Government which 
had too much influence, and has now the whole aſcendancy, never 
was ſincere; was determined to accept of no terms but ſuch as 
would make it neither durable nor ſafe, ſuch as could only be ac- 
cepted by this country by a ſurrender of all its intereſts, and by a 
ſacrifice of every pretenſion to the character of a great, a powerful, 
or an independent nation. 

This, Sir, is inference no longer, you have their own open 
avowal ; you have it ſtated in the ſubſequent declaration of France 
itſelf, that it is not againſt your commerce, that it is not againſt your 
wealth, it is not againſt your poſſeſſions in the Eaſt, or colonies in 
the Weſt, it is not againſt even the ſource of your maritime great- 
neſs, it is not againſt any of the appendages of your empire, but 
againſt the very effence of your liberty, againſt the foundation of 
vour independence, againſt the citadel of your happineſs, againſt 
your Conſtitution itſelf, that thcir hoſtilities are directed. They 
have themſelves announced and proclaimed the propoſition, that 
what they mean to bring with their invading army is the genius of 
their liberty: I deſire no other word to expreſs the ſubverſion of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, —and the ſubſtitution of the moſt malig- 
nant and fatal contraſt, —and the annihilation of Britiſh liberty, 
and the obliteration of every thing that has rendered you a great, 
a flouriſhing, and a happy people. 

This is what is at iſſue; for this are we to declare ourſelves in a 
manner that deprecates the rage which our enemy will not diſſemble, 


and which will be little moved by our entreaty. Under ſuch eir- 


cumſtances are we aſhamed or afraid to declare, in a firm and 
manly tone, our reſolution to defend ourſelves, or to ſpeak the lan- 
guage of truth with the energy that belongs to Engliſhmen united 
in ſuch a cauſe? Sir, I do not ſeruple for one to ſay, if I knew 


nothing by which I could ſtate to myſelf a probability of the conteſt * 
terminating in our favour, I would maintain that the conteſt with 


its worſt chances is preferable to an acquieſcence in ſuch demands. 
If J could look at this as a dry queſtion of prudence, if I could 
calculate it upon the mere grounds of intereſt, I would ſay, if we 
love that degree of national power which is neceſſary for the inde- 
pendence of the country, and its ſafety; if we regard domeſtic tran- 
quillity, if we look at individual enjoyment, from the higheſt to 
the meaneſt among us, there is not a man, whoſe ſtake is ſo great 
in the country, that he ought to heſitate a moment in ſacrificing 
any portion of it to oppoſe the violence of the enemy; nor is there, 
| truſt, a man in this happy and free nation, whoſe ſtake is fo 
ſmall, that would not be ready to ſacrifice his life in the ſame cauſe. 
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If we look at it with a view to ſafetv, this would be our conduct; 
but if we look at it upon the principle of true honour, of the cha- 
racer which we have to ſupport, of the example which we have to 
ſet to the other nations of Europe, if we view rightly the lot in 
which Providence has placed us, and the contraſt between ourſelves 
and all the other countries in Europe, gratitude to that Providence 
ſhould inſpire us to make every effort in ſuch a cauſe. There may 
be danger, but on the one ſide there is danger accompanied with 
honour ; on the other fide, there is danger with indelible ſhame 
and diſgrace ; upon ſuch an alternative, Engliſhmen will not heſi- 
tate. [I wiſh to diſguiſe no part of my ſentiments upon the grounds 
on which I put the ifſue of the conteſt. I aſk, whether up to the 
principles I have ſtated, we are prepared to act? having done fo, 
my opinion is not altered, my hopes, however, are animated from 
the reflection that the means of our ſafety are in our own hands; 
for there never was a period when we had more to encourage us; 
in ſpite of heavy burdens, the radical ſtrength of the nation never 
ſhewed itſelf more conſpicuous ; its revenue never exhibited greater 
proofs of the wealth of the country; the ſame objects which conſti- 
tute the bleſſings we have to fight for, furniſh us with the means 
of continuing them. But it is not upon that point I reſt it; there 
is one great reſource, which I truſt will never abandon us, and 
which has ſhewn forth in the Engliſh character, by which we have 
preſerved our exiſtence and fame, as a nation, which I truſt we 
ſhall be determined never to abandon under any extremity, but ſhall 
join hand and heart in the folemn pledge that is propoſed to us, 
and declare to His Majeſty, hat we know great exertiins are want- 
ing, that we are prepared to make them, and at all events determined 
to fland or fall by the Laws, LiBKRTIES, and RELIGION of cur 
country. 

Mr. POLLEN then roſe, and addreſſing himſelf to the Speaker, 
ſaid : — The ſubje& which is now under our deliberation, connected 
as it is with every thing that is ſacred and dear to us, demands the 
ſentiments of every Member of this Houſe, and particularly of 
thoſe who have on former occaſions thought the continuance of the 
war unneceſſary and impolitic. I am, Sir, one of this deſcription, 
and however I may have conceived it a painful duty to oppoſe the 
meaſures of His Majeſty's Miniſters, I now as conſcientiouſly come 
forward to give them my ſupport. It is not to be wondered at, 
that ſo many diſſentient opinions have been entertained with regard 
to the preſent conteſt. Ordinary circumſtances elicit from the mul- 
titude but ordinary attention; when, however, unuſual difficultics 
preſent themſelves to the eye, whichever way it turns, when the 
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effects of public meaſures are felt in the moſt private eireumſtances, 
every man is naturally a politician, and you can ſcarcely enter a 
room without finding a cabinet council around the hearth. Each 
one ſpeculates for his country, and natural vanity confirms the ſpe- 
culation. Hence, Sir, have I conceived that better plans might 
have been laid down, and mote judicious and falutary counſels 
adopted. But this is what might have been—the queſtion is, what 
is to be. I am willing to throw a veil over the paſt, and would 
to God, Sir, we could reſerve the conteſts of party, and ſtruggles of 
individual ambition, as interludes to the grand and awful drama 
which is now aCting on the theatre of the world. Would to God, 
Sir, gentlemen would not purſue the ignis fatuus of place and power, 
and in the purſuit trample on every thing that ought to be reſpected; 
but that they would enlighten their paths by the pure and ſteady 
light of their country's good. But, Sir, to the point—T ſhould 
have preſumed to have gone over ſucceſſively the different periods 
of the negotiation, that I might from them have ſhewn the founda- 
tion of my preſent ſentiments, had not the right honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ſtated them with ſuch imple accuracy, and 
commented upon them with ſuch convincing eloquence, that it would 
be impertinent were I to repeat them. I ſhall merely aſk thoſe 
gentlemen who are determined in their conviction of the infincerity 
of the laſt attempt to conclude a peace, whether they believe the 
poliey of the Directory would encourage peace? Do they not 
know that France dreads no evil ſo much as the return of her 
armies into her boſom, where their numbers and violent ſpirit are 
not to be maintained or reſiſted? I will aſk theſe gentlemen, who 
declaim on the weakneſs of our reſources, whether Engliſhmen, in 
eir cauſe, cannot ſacrifice as largely as Frenchmen in theirs? Think 
they, Sir, that our females wiel look leſs beautiful without their 
coltly ornaments ? Think they, Sir, that our holy religion will fall 
with the loſs of its ſacramental plate? Think they that our do- 
meſtic comforts will be leſs gratifying if we exchange our ſumptuous 
hideboards for more homely furniture ? —This [ bnzw, Sir, that 
whilſt I have an arm to move, or a guinea to ſpend, they ſhall not 
raviſh our Females, they ſhall not overturn aur Religion, they ſhall 
nit invade our Comforts. 

[ will not delay the Houſe longer than to hope that the honour- 
able Baronet will withdraw his amendment, which talks of truſting 
that the French will renew the negotiation: where does the honour- 
able Baronet find the grounds of this confidence in their late con- 
duct? If he does, he ſces with other eyes than mine. If he per- 
ſts, I ſhall certainly oppoſe it; but I again repeat the hope that 
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unanimity on this occaſion will do honour to the feelings of a Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons. 

Mr. MARTIN had often liſtened with admiration to the pow. 
erful eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, though he was 
very ſeldom induced to ſupport his meaſures. But of all the 
ſpeeches he had cver heard from him, none had ever appeared more 
convincing to his mind than that of this night. Indeed if the 
French would have acceded to any reaſonable terms, it was his 
opinion they ſhould not be rejected; but when he ſaw they were 
determined to dictate the conditions, we ſhould not permit ourſelves 
to be trampled on, but evince the ſpirit which becomes a great na- 
tion. He therefore felt it his duty to ſay, that he thought the pro- 
poſed amendment unneceſſary, and that the original addreſs was 
more conſonant to the nature of our preſent circumſtances. It 
ſhould have his ſupport, and he earneſtly wiſhed that upon cooler 
conſideration the honourable Baronet would be induced to withdraw 
his amendment. 

Mr. GERARD NOEL EDWARDS 7 that from the 
ſimilarity of his name to that of another gentleman (Mr. Bryan 
Edwards), whoſe opinions widely differed from his, that he ſhould 
not be miſtaken for that honourable gentleman, left that honourable 
Member might be charged with inconſiſtency of opinion. He had 
but a few words to offer in diſapprobation of the amendment. In- 
deed, in his mind, it would have been much better that very little 
had been ſaid on the ſubject—it was a ſubject awful and momen- 
tous, and to have decided on it by a ſilent vote, would have been the 
more dignified manner and the moſt honourable to the feelings of 
the Houſe. As he had riſen, however, he was happy and proud to 
be able to ſay, that in his county (Rutlandſhire) the beſt poſſible diſ- 
poſition prevailed among the inhabitants, and that the Lord Lieu— 
tenant of it was diſtinguifhed for the inſtitution of the Yeomanry 
Corps. In many of the villages he knew from perſonal obſerva- 
tions, and from repeated a{lurarlces, that the people were ready to 
make every ſacrifice for the defence of the country, There was a 
body of villagers, to the number of more than a thouſand, who 
were preparcd to come forward, and to defend our frontiers when- 
ever any danger threatened them. Such, he was well fatisfied, 
were the ſincere ſentiments of thoſe friendly ſocieties, for he had 
the honour to belong to them, and could anſwer for their loyalty. 
This, perhaps, might be deemed a piece of information of a nature 
too private to be mentioned in the Houſe, but he only wiſhed to 
mention it as a ſymptom of the zeal and alacrity which animated 
his part of the country, ſhould the unreaſonableneſs of the enemy, 
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or their raſh attempts, neceſſitate a farther proſecution of the war, 
or call on our valour to repel their attacks. He was particularly 
glad to obſerve that the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt (he 
meant Mr. Pollen) had altered his political ſentiments, and was 
brought to a true ſenſe of the ſituation of the country, © for” faid 
Mr. Edwards, „the hunourable gentleman is an officer in my 
« regiment.” —} A lang. | 

Mr. MARTIN wiſhed to add a word, and to remind the ho- 
nourable gentleman that it was he who ſpoke laſt, and that he had 
not altered his political opinions. What he had to obſerve was, 
that though he might think a continuance of the war neceffary under 
the preſent circumſtances, yet he hoped it would be conducted on a 
wiſer plan than it had been hitherto; that it would be wholly 
changed into a defenfive war, and carried on ſolely by the operation 
of our naval power, and, above all, that it ſhould be conducted with 
economy. 

Mr. JOHN LLOYD (Member for Flintshire) ſaid —How- 
ever unaccuſtomed he might be to ſpeak in that Houſe, yet he 
thought he ſhould be wanting in the duty he owed to his conſtitu- 
ents if he did not riſe up in his place to expreſs their and his own 
deteſtation of the perfidious conduct of the French Directory; and 
although the county of Flint, as a mineral country, ſuffered in a 
particular manner, from the continuance of the war, having almoſt 
entirely put a ſtop to the lead trade, yet, he truſted, there would not 
be found in any part of theſe kingdoms a fet of men more rcady to 
oppoſe the inſatiable ambition ot the tyrannical rulers of France, 
or more willing to make ſuch temporary ſaerifiees as might be ne- 
ceſſary to repel the attacks of an enemy that had carried deſolation 
into every corner of the world into which it had penetrated, and 
exerciſed the moſt ſhocking acts of barbarity that ever diſgraced the 
human race, in every country that had been fo unfortunate as to be 
curſed with its depredation. He truſted there was not a ſet of 
men more ready or willing to exert themſelves at this important 
criſis than thoſe he had the honour to repreſent in that Aſſembly, 
and for thoſe reaſons he ſhould give his hearty vote fon the motion 
in its original form. 

Mr. T. TYRWHITT did not intend to have troubled the 
Houſe at all, but he could not now forbear expreſſing the great 
concern he felt at the difference of opinion that had unfortunately 
manifeſted itfelf in the preſent debate. He alſo was diſpoſed to 
join in intreating the honourable Baronet to withdraw his amend- 
ment; for if we be but true to ourſelves, there is nothing to alarm 
us; but if we are divided, we have every thing to fear: it was 
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therefore eſſential to evince the moſt perfect unanimity on the pre- 


ſent critical occaſion ; for by unanimouſly aſſenting to the addreſs, wc 


give the direct lie to the malevolent aſſertions of the Directory, who 
fo infidiouſly repreſent us as a divided people. 

Earl of CARYSFORT faid, that he moſt cordially con 
curred in the ſentiments of the addreſs, and that he was neither 
inclined to declare that any blame could attach to Miniſters tor 
their conduct in commencing the negutiation, or that he rejoiced 
in its unſucceſsful termination — his conjeQures were confirmed 
with regard to the conduct of the French, for he never faw any 
reaſons on which to ground an expectation that the French Go- 
vernment ever entered on the negotiation with a ſerious view to its 
having a favourable and happy ifſue. Their power was founded 
in a ſyſtem hoſtile to the re-cſtabliſhment of tranquillity ; to reſiſt 
ſuch a yſtem, he felt to be our beſt policy; it was the policy of 
Miniſters, aud he thought it deſerved the countenance of the 
Houſe and of the Country. The French ſyſtem was ſet up tor the 
annoyance of Europe, and Europe could bear witneſs to the mo- 
deration and juſtice of our cauſe ; our reſiſtance was pointed againſt 
the monſtrous ambition and exorbitant pretenſions of the enemy ; 
and it was, moreover, in uniſon with the principles upon which the 
country had acted from the beginning; for we have uniformly de- 


clared, that whatever form their Government might aſſume, we 


ſhould not decline entering into negotiation, whenever ſuch an at- 
tempt might be made, conſiſtent with the honour and the ſecurity 
of the country. To that pledge we have ſtrictly adhered ; and the 
ſyſtem of prudence and moderation which we have uniformly acted 
on, ſhould unitc all men of every defcription in a cordial and vigo- 
rous defence of our laws, our rights, and our conſtitution. Such an 
unanimous co-operation would have the double good effect of 


filencing the calumnies which abroad were circulated by the enemy, 


and of reviving our ſpirits at home, if, indeed, our ſpirits could be 
permitted to droop. There was nothing in our ſituation to excite 
deſpair, and deſpair was a ſentiment that could never enter the breaſt 
of an Engliſhman. And, indeed, from whence could ariſe our 
deſpair ? Was it from the empty threats held out againſt us by the 
French? We have tried their ſtrength in many conflicts, and the 
trials were crowned with complete ſucceſs. The ambition of 
France has, for many years, aſpired to univerſal dominion ; but 
their mad attempts have always been repreſſed by the valour and 
perſeverance of this country ; and ſuch again muſt be the fate of 
their attempts, if we but oppoſe them by the ſame arms. One cir- 
cumſtance, it is true, ſeems to juſtify our alarms at the continuance 
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of the war — it is an unproductive conteſt, We have much to loſe, 
and nothing to gain — nor can we expect to make any ſucceſsful 
impreſſion on the enemy's territories : but we have already con- 
quered all their foreign poſſeſſions, though any attempt to conquer 
France herſelf is not very likely to ſucceed. An attempt, on their 
part, to make an impreſſion on this country would prove equally im- 
potent and ineffectual. Their invaſion of England is no leſs likely 
to fail, than our endeavours to invade France - it would prove fatal 
to all who ſhould be employcd in it. He was forry to ſec that 
Ireland was in a different ſituation, But notwithſtanding the pre- 
ſent diſturbed ſtate of that country, in the tranquillity of which he 
felt materially intereſted, if they attempted a landing there, he was 
ſatisfied they would meet with the fame reception which they had 
experienced on a former occalion. He had no doubt of the iſſue; 
it would tend to the glorv of the country, and to the confuſion of 
the enemy. He truſted, therefore, that the Houſe would proceed 
unanimouſly to the performance of their duty, and that they would 
carry to the Throne a full and forcible aſſurance of their utmoſt 
determination to exert the vigour, and call forth the refources of the 
country—a vigour and reſources not to be equalled by any other na- 
tion in Europe. 

Doctor FRENCH LAWRENCE was ready to do any vio- 
lence to his own feelings and opinions, ſooner than diſturb the una- 
nimity which he was anxious thould prevail on the preſent occaſion. 
He had hoped, but his hopes were difappointed, that thoſe gentle- 
men who had hitherto ſupported Adminiſtration in the proſecution 
of the war, would have at leaſt put a fair interpretation on their 
conduct, and not accuſe them of want of ſincerity in their endea- 
vours at paci fication. From his view of the ſtate of things, and 
conformably to the opinions he had uniformly maintained, he not 
only agreed with the noble Lord (Carysfort) who adviſed an una- 
nimous concurrence in the exertion of our vigour and the manifeſ- 
tation of our reſources, but he alſo as cordially concurred with ano- 
ther noble Lord (Temple) in rejoicing that our attempts at negotia- 
tion had proved unſucceſsful ; and indeed had they ſucceeded, in 
what ſituation ſhould we now be placed? We may eaſily conjee- 
ture it from obſerving the conduct of the enemy. Do they not ſtill 
profeſs the ſame principles which we fo often pronounced to be hof- 
tile and fatal to all regular eſtabliſhments? Do they not uniformly 
act upon them, and are they not as ready as ever to pour forth their 
hordes to propagate them with the bayonet through every other na- 
tion? If the negotiation had ſucceeded, in what ſituation ſhould 
We now be placed ? Should we not have treated with a power that 
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never paid regard to any treaty when the violation of it could pro- 
mote any object Thich they were anxious to obtain—a power that 
has invariably ſhewed itſelf and betrayed a diſpoſition towards us 
not only hoſtile, but which was cager to act againſt us with the ut- 
moſt extent of hoſtility? Have they not declared in expreſs and 
unequivocal terms, that the French Republic and the Engiith Go- 
vernment could not poſſibly ſtand together * Their permitting it 
to exiſt would be inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of their laws and the 
good faith of thcir treatics—laws which they change at random, 
and treaties which they violate as foon as they ſtand in the way of 
their intereſt or ambition. How then are we to counteract ſuch 
eondut? It is not enough chat we treat it with reprobation, we 
ſhould alſo ſhew the enemy we have power to reſiſt their injuſtice. 
Nor is this power to be diſplayed by ſending againſt them a few 
ſhips. We ſhould make them fee and feel that we have arms in 
our hands, and that we are warmed with hearts that impel us to 
wield them with vigour and effecc. Till then we have every thing 
to fear; till then we cannot enjoy ſecurity. - We are entirely at 
the mercy of their caprice ; we can repoſe no confidence in nego- 
tiation, at leaſt the period for negotiation is not as vet arrived, 
With regard, however, to the late negotiation, there are ſome pro- 
ceedings in it to which he ſhould willingly allude, nor was he dif- 
poſed to withhold the praife of firmneſs from the conduct of His 
Majeſty's ſervants. There was language, however, held bv a no- 
ble Lord, high in authority, it was needleſs to ſay in what place, 
but language had been held reſpecting our conduct towards neutral 
veſſels, which, if he rightly underſtood, could not but give him the 
moſt ferious uneaſineſs; are we ready to give up our right of ſcarch- 
ing them, or is it to be extorted from us? His mind augured every 
thing that was ominous from any intention on our part to concede 
at once the freedom of the ſeas. Ihe French continually aftected 
to put themſelves in the place of antient Rome, and to put us in 
that of its rival, Carthage; are we prepared to ſubmit to the fate 
of Carthage? Arc we diſpoſed to comply with an order of the. 
French Government, that is to tell us that they will only permit us 
to keep up a part of our fleet? Will they not inſiſt on our di- 
mantling one half of our navy? And is not this their ſureſt road to 
arrive at our defiruction? Is it not to our naval power that we owe 
the rank which we hold as a nation? We have often, it is true, 
aſſumed another character with glory and ſucceſs ; but that charac- 
ter was only temporary; it is our naval ſtrength, and our fame for 
.naval proweſs, that has placed us at the head of Europe. It is our 
naval ſuperiority that has hitherto cnabled us to maintain the balance 
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of European power, and to incline it as we thought expedient, not 
to alarm and ſubjugate other nations, but for the preſervation of that 
balance of power, and for the general benefit of all. Of this the 
enemy is fully ſenſible ; and in their dark deſigns and perfidious at- 
tempts to deſtroy this balance, they aim a deadly blow at our navy, 
through the mcans of which that balance has been maintained. 
That on our naval ſtrength depended our influence over the fate of 
Europe, the learned gentleman proceeded to prove by the prepon- 
derance we obtained in the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. Was it not 
by our deſtroying the French commerce that we then aſſerted that 
preponderance ; and are we ready now to reſign it, by depriving our- 
ſelves of the ſource from which it ſprings, under ſome falſe notions 
of the freedom of the ſeas ? 

There was one circumſtance more to which he muſt beg leave to 
advert, and that was His Majeſty's renouncing the title of King of 
France. He was not prepared to. ſay whether ſuch a renunciation 
would be for our honour or not ; neither was it a thing which, in 
his opinion, ſhould be treated lightly. He could not bring himſelf, 
with the right honourable gentleman Mr. Pitt), to regard it in the 
light of an harmleſs feather ; ſhould that feather go, other feathers 
cloſely connected with it, and which borrow from it their chief ſup- 
port, muſt go alſo, and ſhare the ſame fate. We ſhould not uncon- 
cernedly fee extorted from us, what we have proudly poſſeſſed for 
kve centuries. The honourable and learned gentleman then went 


into the hiſtory of the wars of Edward the Third, and recalled to 


the memory of the Houſe the precious precedents they ſhould draw 
from thoſe glorious times. "They were precedents which, in mo- 
ments of terror and trepidation, we ought to hold up to our view, 
and as we view and gaze upon them as on ſome ſacred antique 
images, kindle as we gaze, into the zeal, ardour and intrepidity 
which glowed in the hearts, and blazed out in the character and 
conduct of our anceſtors. What was at that period the ſituation 
of the country? making every allowance for the relative value of 
money, were not our reſuurces comparatively lower? Did our 
allies act with ſpirit or with concert? No reliance could be 
placed in them, no effectual aid was derived from their co- 


operation; our commerce was gone; our revenue was not to 


be mentioned; we were obliged to reſort to an iſſue of foreign 
coin, in order to ſupply our eireuiatlom ee had ſcarcely any ſpecie 
of our own. What was the conduct of Parliament on that peri- 
ious and awful occaſion? Was it not a conduct which we ought 
now to adopt? Did they not bring up the public mind to the 
cmergencies of the times, and unanimouſly agree to Sogn tac 
Bb 2 


hs 1 . ö = — x 
AO 8 — — — «4, <= 5 —_ _ ry 
4 _ 29 1 f 2 3 N Y 54 * 
2 WS” » 2 « £ be y - 7 d tw Edt, ag + > — 2 7 - 
2 IE IE — 2 — r eee X 
4 * — * 3 5 W „ * _ * 
* pw * 48x d 4 ad — 
1 * - — — — — 
— — == EFT 1 
— A "Ta of N * — — 4 
— 
0 


— 2 
— "IS 
a — " 
CY 
A * 7 V = 


2 
3 "= _ 
= * af 
* 0 
my g 1 
* 2 85 
— — 


—. | — 


bt N 
2 1 * 


e 
Rr 


* > - 7 * ths Ax 5 * — 2 

3 * by 
3 8 „- 767 ITY Ir in 8 er Oe CERR 
n N erde fe Det hom: Feat; 


„ a 8 2 — 
n nh 
n 8 
a 
— 


. $ E * 
2 — IJ {a — — AIDS. 4 - - ci 
8 © > 2 | — «<> © 8 —_— 
— . — - \ — 4 #" * * a 
— . . 2 S e ax 
2 Kerr * m - +2 7 : 
IR - 2 y S * 4 ” 0» Ag — 
R — 7 * * rr * — + » 7 


Dx 4 2 — 
— ” 
”. 4 


3 + 


— wee 
2 — r 
rr. —ᷣ— 


a” 
Fan 


. 
=, * 
gone 
-a_ 
PIES OS 


> Fra a. Pio 


* - 
os 


* « 
1 g "I 2 2 Ln»  —— 

4 D — - - - * —} * * — 
———— — * — — *, — A — 2 at & * . — — 2 


— 


- * —— — 8 
e N __ N 


. ; : N - — > * 
12 hon Tens — 3 TY -4 2 ** — * * 2 
1 1 * 1 — oy ©. 
þ * . . $3.4 
” £ - ” 4 . _ - 8 — * bs „ = 
. ©. Op — —— 1 3 * * * —_— 2 % . >. — 
2 L * LR es ry "uz * Jobs * 8 N — «= * min | — - Eon ro ot ages > * 
4 2 g Er = - <6 - . 8 —— 
F r k . — : — 40 2 
* 2 4 5 po — — * 2 52 23 ee > — . 2 * * 94 
0 . 25 - Wo . 
— * — 4 4 N — „* ye 
* 4 we l - g N 2 — So tes opus * - * a * = © — » 
« . 7 - _ * — — 7 * — 2 
C4 5 2 * > 21 ” < 


w —— _— a —- * 


, - 7 


8 


—— — UT— 2 22 ——— 
* 7 — 
3 tn 4 
r e . 


22 


2 
N 


3 
o 
L 
F | 
X £7 
>» 
4 0 
- : 
* 
* 7 
<> 
- 
_ 
__ 
* 
74 
* 
— 
3 
c . 
r. 
* * 


ö 


of "I p «xx #44 — 
e e 
23 \ 4 
— — hy — - jw wo qo - ry 


183 PARLIAMENTARY [Con MONS, 


King ? And what was the concluſion of the then twenty years war ? 
what was the reſult of the vigour then exerted, and the ſpirit and 
reſolution that were then diſplayed ? The ſame, perhaps, that 
might attend the preſent conteſt, did the fame ſprings of aQion 
animate and direct our efforts; but on the iſſue of the preſent war 
who can venture to decide? It can yet be ſeen only by the eye of 
that Being who reads in the human heart, and from whoſe regard 
no human event is concealed. We might not, however, heſitate 
to conjecture it, if we attended to the effects which cannot fail to 
be produced when we are reduced to the alternative fo eloquently 
deſcribed by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ; an alter- 
native where danzer and honour are on one fide, our flower ruin 
and indelible ſhame on the other. Surely there is not a fingle in- 
dividual in the whole country who could fluctuate a moment on the 
choice he would make, but would reſolutely determine to owe his 
ſafety only to his valour, and his glory to the triumph which that 
valour muſt achieve. The learned gentleman concluded by join- 
ing in the intreaty, that the honourable Baronet (Sir John Sinclair) 
would confent to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he heartily coincided with thoſe 
gentlemen who regretted that an amendment had been propoſed by 
the honourable Baronet, and wiſhed that nothing had been faid cx- 
preſſive of a want of unanimity in the Houſe. For his own part, 
he wou!d not have ſaid a word upon the ſubject if it had not been 
extorted from him by the honourable and learned gentleman who 
had juſt fat down, and who, while he ſirenuouſly recommended 
unanimity, made uſe of language very likely to produce a directly 
contrary effect. He was ſorry the honourable and learned gentle- 
man had not followed the example of his right honourable friend, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had purpoſely waved the 
ſubje& introduced by the former, and had ſaid expreſsly, that whe- 
ther His Majeſty's Miniſters had gone too far in conceſſions or not, 
was a queſtion on which he would not give an opinion ; to intro- 
duce that queſtion, therefore, and make it a ſubject of diſcuſſion at 
a time that all ſhould be harmony and unanimity, was, in his mind, 
execedingly improper, and therefore he proteſted againſt what had 
fallen from the honourable and learned gentlemen, who, in endea- 
vouring to interpret his right honourable friend, had but too fully 
ſpoken for himſelf. It appeared, however, that, with the exception 
of the honourable Baronet, all wiſhed to affent to the addreſs, 
though with different views; for himſelf he could ſay that he did 
not, with the noble Lord, regret that the negotiation had been com- 
' menced, nor rejoice that it was broken off; on the contrary, he 
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ſineerely lamented, in common with the King's Miniſters and the 
People at large, that it had had ſuch an unproſperous iſſue. But 
even fo, it was not without its uſe ; for, when it was ſeen that the 
Miniſters did fairly and candidly, and with earneſt deſires for peace, 
come forward, and that, in order to obtain it, they had paſſed by fo 
many inſults as had been offered in the courſe of the negotiation, no 
one, he conceived, could entertain a doubt of the uncqutivocal con- 
duct of Government on the one hand, and the unwarrantable in- 
tentions of France on the other; at leaſt he would ſay, that, if there 
was any man who entertained fuch a doubt, he muſt be conſtructed 
very differently from him. So far from rejoicing at the obſtinate 
temper of the enemy, he thought it to be juſt matter of regret ; 
and he declared that he would continue to look out with fincere 
anxiety for the time when, under the influence of returning reaſon, 
the French nation would come to negotiation with an carneſt deſire 
for that peace which was ſtill more neceſſary to themſelves than to 
England. In the mean time he would tell the people that they 
muſt content themſelves to bear conſiderable burdens, becauſe all 
they poſſeſſed, and all that was valuable to them in life, was at 
ſtike, That as the conduct of the enemy in the late negotiation 
proclaimed, that not the obſtinacy of His Majeſty's Miniſters, but 
the vain ambition of thoſe with whom they had to treat, had pro- 
eraſtinated the withed-for event of peace, and that the overthrow 
of our Government was the ſole object of their defigns, Engliſh- 
men ſhould feel the neceſſity of coming forward in preſervation of 
tae Conſtitution ; ſhould refſect on what their ſafety and happineſs 
depend; and to ſecure thoſe objects ſhovid join hand and heart to- 
gether and proclaim to the world that, if divided before, they could 
unite whenever union became- necetJary, Of this univerſal har- 
mony of ſentiment he held the unanimity of that night to be an 
happy open, and he hoped the honourable Baronet would, in order 
to give that beginning its full force, withdraw his amendment. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, that he had not propoſed the 
amendment without due conſideration ; but he contetied he was 
not inſenſible to the effect of the diſplay of eloquence he had juſt 
heard. He ſincerely wiſhed for unanimity; and aſſured the Houſe 
that he was willing to ſacrifice not only his opinion, but any thing 
elſe he poſſeſſed, to the welfare of the country, and would therefore 
cheerfully agree to withdraw his amendment, if the honouurable 
gentleman who ſeconded it was preſent to give his conſent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, after having conſulted the Speaker, 
made ſome obſervations on the order of procceding, and expreſſed 
a wiſh that the amendment might be withdrawn. 
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The SPEAKER ſtated, that a ſimilar caſe had occurred about 


five or fix years ago, wherein the mover of a queſtion being defi. 
TOUS to withdraw it, could not do fo, tie ſeconder being abſent. At 
that time the queſtion was put that the amendment be withdrawn, 
and the only courſe the Houle could now take was to put the fame 
queſtion. The Speaker therefore put the queſtion that the amend. 
ment be withdrawn, which was agreed to. He then put the ori. 
ginal addreſs to the vote, and it paſſed nemine commadicente. 
Adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, November 13. 


Received from the Commons by Lord Hawkeſbury and cther:, 
a meſſage that the Commons had agreed nem. N. to the addret, 
ſent to them by their Lordſhips, without any amendment. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, November 1 3. 


At four o'clock the Speaker counted the Houſe, and there being 
only thirty Members preſent, the Houſe was adjourned of court 
till to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Tueſday, November 1 4+ 


The Marquis of SALISBURY reported to the Houſe, that 
His Majeſty had been waited upon, to know when he would be 


Pleaſed to receive the addreſs of both Houſes of Parliament; an! 


that His Majeſty had appointed to morrow at three o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, November 1 4. 


Lord HAWKESBURY informed the Houſe, that he had com- 
municated to the Houſe of Lords the aſſent of this Houſe to their 
Lordſhips' addreſs. 

A meſſige from the Lords informed the Houſe, that His Ma- 
jeſty had 2ppointed to-morrow, at three o'clock, to receive the ad- 
dreſs of both Hioutcs. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tedneſdiy, Newember 15. 


Their Lordſhips met at halt paſt two o'clock, and went up with 
the Commons to preſent the following joint unanimous addreſs of 
both Houſes to His Majeſty ; 


« Moft gracious Sovercign, 

« We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and "Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament affembled, 
have taken into our mott ſerious conſideration the papers which 
your Nlazeſty's has been pleaſed to direct to be laid before us, on the 
ſubject of the negotiation into which your Majeſty had entered, with 
the view of reftoring to your people a ſecure and honourable peace. 
In every ſtage of that tranſaction we have recognized your Majefty's 
invariable and unremitted ſolicitude for our proſperity and welfare, 
wiile we have ſeen, on the other hand, the moſt abundant proots of 
the continuance of that ſpirit of inveterate animoſity and deſperate 
ambition, on the part of our encmies, in which the prefent conteſt 
firſt originated, Your Majeſty's conduct, characterized by an un- 
exampled moderation, openneſs, and confiſteney, has left to the 
enemy no means of evaſion, no ſubterfuge of dſguiſe or artifice. It 
can no longer be denied that their conduct is actuated by a fixed 
determination of excluding all means of peace, and of purſuing, at 
all hazards, their hoſtile defigns againſt the happineſs and ſafety of 
theſe kingdoms. Even the vain pretence of pacific diſpoſitions is 
now abandoned, and the real purpoſe of all their Councils, and 
all their meaſures, is at length openly and publicly avowed. It is 
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to our laws and government that they have declared their irrecon. 
cileable hatred. No ſacrifice will content them but that of our 
liberty, no conceſſion but that of bur envied and happy Conſti— 
tution. 

« Under ſuch circumſtances, we feel the duty which we owe in 
this great criſis to God, and to our Country, Animated by the 
ſame ſentiments which your Majeſty has been ple aſed to declare to 
your people, and to the world, attached to vour Majeſty by princi- 
ple, duty, and gratitude, and ſenſible that it is only from courage 
and firmneſs that we can look cither for prefent ſafety or permanent 
peace, we are determined to defend, with unſhaken rcſulution, your 
Majeſty's Throne, the lives and properties of our fellow ſabjc Qs, 
the government and conftitution of our country, and the honour and 
independence of the Britith empire. We know that great exertions 
are neceſſary; we are preparcd to make them. And, placing our 
firm alliance on that divine pro ion, which has always hitherto 
been extended to us, we will ſupport vour Majeſty to the utmol;, 
and ſtand, or fall, with our religion, laws, and libertics.” 


HOUSE OF COMXMIONS. 


Wedneſday, November 1 5. 


The / SECRETARY AT WAR (Mr. Windham). brought 
up the Army Eſtimates, and gave notice, that he ſhould move tor 
taking them into conſideration on Monday. 

The Houſe then proceeded to preſent their addreſs to His 
Majeſty. 

A little after four, the Houſe being reſumed, Mr. SPEAKER 
reported, that the Houſe had preſented their addreſs to His Majeſty; 
to which His Majeſty had been pleaſed to return the following gra- 


cious anſwer : 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


Nothing could le more ſati faclory ty me than this unanimous decla- 
ration of the ſentiments of my two Houſes of Parliament. They are 
ſuch as the canduct and declared intention of the enemy could nat fail t 
produce. Ie are engaged in a cauſe which is cammon to us all, and 
contending for every intereſt which a free and independent nation can 
have ts maintain. Under the bleſſing of Providence, I logk with confi- 
dence ta the iſſue of this great conteſt : but in every event my reſolutiun 


2 
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is taken. It is ſuch as I be 10 God, to my Country, and to myſelf ; 
and it is confirmed by the ſentiments which you have this day declared t 
me. I will nat be wanting to my people, but will land, or full, with 
them in the defence of our religion, and in the maintenance of the inde- 
pendence, laws, and liberties, theſe kingdoms. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he roſe in purſuance of a 
notice which he gave yeſterday, to move for a Committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of continuing the reſtriction upon the 
Bank. There were, he faid, many obvious circumſtances to make 
a motion neceſſary. Ihe avowed policy of our enemy, and other 
circumſtances, rendered this a very important matter. He did not 
mean to propoſe a continuance of the act of Parliament upon this 
ſubject, without examining what has been the operation of the pre- 


ſent reſtriction. He meant alſo to proceed conformably to prece- 
| dent, as well as to propoſe that the Committee which were formerly 
ballotted, ſhould be voted to be the Committee upon this occaſion, 


with the exception only of ſuch as were not now Members of the 
Houſe. 

The Houſe was moved, "That the ſeveral reports which, upon 
the 3d and 7th days of March and 21ft day of April laſt, were 
made from the Committee of Secrecy, who were appointed to ex- 
amine and ſtate the total amount of outſtanding demands on the 
Bank of England, and likewiſe of the funds for diſcharging the 
lame, and to report the reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with 
their opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and 
continuance of meaſures taken, in purſuance of the Minute of 
Council, on the 26th day of February, and who were inſtructed, on 
the gth day of March laſt, to inquire into the neceſſity of ifluing 
the Minute of Council of the 26th of February, and to report their 
opinion to the Houſe concerning ſuch neceſſity, and what ſhould 
appear to them to have been the cauſes which produced the ſame, 
might be read. 

And the ſame being read accordingly, | 

The Houſe was alſo moved, That an act, made in the laſt ſeſ- 


cla- on of Parliament, intituled, . An act for confirming and continu- 
| art ing, for a limited time, the reſtriction contained in the Minute of 
1 6 Council cf the twenty-fixth of February, one thouſand ſeven hun- 


and red and ninety-ſeven, on payments of caſh by the Bank, might 
en be read; which being done, 

The Houſe was alſo moved, That another act, made in the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, An act to continue, for 2 
imited time, an act, made in this preſent ſeſſion of Parliament in- 
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tituled An act for confirming and continuing, for a limited time, 
the reſtriction contained in the Minute of Council of the twenty. 
fixth day of February, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety. 
ſeven, on payments of caſh by the Bank, © under certain regulations 
and reſtrictions,” might be read. 

And the ſame was read accordingly. 

'The Houſe was alſo moved, That the entry in the journal of 
the Houſe, of the 3d day of December, 1781 *, of the proceedings 
of the Houſe, upon re-appointing the Committee of Secrecy to in- 
quire into the cauſes of the war in The Carnatic, and of the con- 
dition of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in thoſe parts, might be read. 

It was then ordered, 

That a Committee of Secrecy be appointed, to inquire whether 
it may be expedient farther to continue the reſtriction contained in 
the ſaid acts on payments in caſh by the Bank. 

A reſolution then paſſed, 

That the number of the ſaid Committee be fifteen. 

The Houſe was moved, That the entry in the journal of the 
Houſe, of the 1ſt day of March laſt, of the names of the perſons 
who were reported from the Committee, appointed to examine the 
liſts of fifteen perſons' names, to be the Committee of Secrecy to 
examine and ſtate the total amount of outſtanding demands on the 
Bank of England, and likewiſe of the funds for diſcharging the 
ſame, and to report the reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with 
their opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and 
continuance of meaſures taken in purſuance of the Minute of 
Council on the 26th of February, 1797, might be read. 

The ſame was read accordingly ; and the names are 3 
follows, viz. 


William Hufley, 
Charles Grey, 


[CoMMons, 


Charles Bragge, Eſquire, 
Sir John Mitford, Knight, 


William Plumer, William Wilberforce Bird, 
Thomas Powys, John Fane, x 

Thomas Grenville, Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Eſquite, 
William Wilberforce, Sir John Scott, Knight, 

John Blackburne, and 


Thomas Berney Bramſton, John William Anderſon, Eſquire. 


The Houſe was then moved, That the entry in the journal of 
the Houſe, of the 17th day of July laſt, of the order for iſſuing a 
new writ, for the clecting of a knight of the ſhire, to ſerve in this 


_ * Vide Commons? Journals, vol. 38, folio 598. 
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preſent Parliament, for the county of Northampton, in the room of 
Thomas Powys, Eſq. who, ſince his election for the ſaid county, 
had accepted the office of Steward or Bailiff of His Majeſty's Three 
Chiltern Hundreds, &c. might be read : which being done, it was 
ordered, 

That the ſaid Mr. Huſſey, Mr. Grey, Mr. Plumer, Mr. Gren- 
ville, Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Blackburne, Mr. Bramſton, Mr. 
Bragge, Sir John Mitford, Mr. Wilberforce Bird, Mr. Fane, Mr.“ 
Hawkins Browne, Sir John Scott, and the Lord Mayor of London, 
together with Lord Viſcount Belgrave, be the Committee of Se- 
crecy now appointed. 

It was alſo ordered, that the ſaid Committee, or any five of 
them, do meet forthwith in the Speaker's chamber ; and have 
power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records: and that they have 
power to adjourn from time to time, and from place to place, as 
they ſhall think fit, and to report their proceedings from time to 
time to the Houſe ; and that they have alſo power to fit during the 
litting, and notwithſtanding any adjournment, of the Houſe. 


et 


the Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that as various documents which he 
* ſhould have occaſion to refer to, were not ready, it would not be 
_ poſſible for him to bring forward the ſubje& of public finance on 
M Monday, the day for which he had given notice, He therefore 
0 ſhould be under the neceſſity of deferring it till Friday ſe'nnight. 

on Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed to know the nature of the propoſition 
Fit which the Miniſter intended to bring forward ? 

* Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that without going into a conſider- 


able length, he could not very preciſely anſwer that queſtion : he 
would anſwer, however, generally, that he did not mean to pro- 
poſe, on that day, reſolutions on all the ſubje& of finance, or that 
were connected with all the ways and means which he ſhould ſub- 
mit. He ſhould then ſtate the total probable amount of the Ways 
and Means preparatory to the plan for raifing them in all. He 
ſhould ſtate on that day thoſe reſolutions which were in the uſual 
| form. He ſhould ſtate alſo, in a general manner, another impor- 
Juire, tant part of what he had to ſubmit, that part which was moſt of a 
deviation from former practice. 

ä Sir JOHN SINCLAIR profeſſed great reſpect for the labours 
ſquire. i of the Committee of Finance, and impatience to ſee the reſult of 
nal of {MW fbcir labours. They had made reports, for which the public were 
wing 3 indebted to them ; but from the ſhortneſs of time which they had 
in this (I 12d, there were many matters neceſſarily excluded from their exa- 1 £58 

mination, He wiſhed them to complete the work which they N 
had begun. He therefore hoped that the right honourable the 1 
Cc 2 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer would not be adverſe to the propoſi. 

tion for renewing their inquiries. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he never entertained any heſitation 
about the propriety of that Committec proceeding with the work 
they had commenced ; he wiſhed for an early opportunity for their 
renewing their labour, and aſſured the honourable Baronet that mea- 
ſures had been already taken by the Exceutive Government for 
that purpoſe, in conſequence of the facts which had come before 
them, and which ſhould be all laid before the Committee. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 

Lord ARDEN moved, That it is the opinion of the Committee 
that 110,000 men be employed for the fea ſervice for the year 
1798, includig 20,000 marines. 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid that, before he gave his aſſent to that mo. 
tion, he ſhould be glad to be informed of the number of ſcamen 
borne and muſtered. He felt that the naval ſervice of this country 
was of the greateſt importance; he could not give his aſſent to the 
reduction of our naval force. No man rejoiced more than he did 
at our late naval victory ; but he was for following the blow up 
with all poſſible energy and force. He ſhould not now take the 
{enſe of the Committee ; but, if he ſhould be of the ſame mind to- 
morrow as he was at preſent, he ſhould oppoſe any reduction in this 
ſervice. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that there could be no difference of 
opinion upon the importanee of the naval ſervice of this country ; 
nor any upon the point that we ſhould have a very large naval 
force ; but on the other hand, although we were to proceed in this 
with vigour and effect, yet it was not imprudent to have ſome view 
of practical economy. 110,000 men was the largeſt eſtabliſh- 
ment of naval force this country had at any period of its hiſtory, ex- 
cept the laſt year; but when we conſidered that all our enemies had 
been defeated by ſea, and were compelled to yield to His Majeſty's 

naval force, he could not help thinking that 110,000 men were 
fully adequate to the purpoſes which the preſent war can poſſibly re- 
quire. Comparing that force with all the force of the enemy, he 
confeſſed he feared no reproach for voting too little, by aſſenting to 
the motion now before the Committee. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

2, 645, pool. were then voted for theſe ſeamen for 13 months, 

at the rate of 11. 171. per man per month. 

2,717, oool. for victualling for the ſame time, at the rate of 
II. 188. per man per month. 


* 


4, 290, oool. for wear and tear, &c. at 31. per man fer month. 
3575001. for ordnance, &c. at 58. per man per month. 
1, 200, oool. for expence of tranſports, priſoners, &c. 


The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 


Thurſday, November 16. 


Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, which was read a firſt time. On the Speaker's putting the 
queſtion, that it be read a ſecond time, 5 

Mr. HUSSEY reminded the Houſe that he had veſterday, in the 
Committee, ſtated it to be his opinion that it would be exceedingly 
improvident, and miſtaken economy, to diminiſh the number of ſea- 
men from 120,000, the amount of laſt year, to 110,000, the 
number ſtated in the reſolution—he had well conſidered the ſubject, 
and could not bring himſelf to think that ſufficient reaſon had been 
ſtated by the Miniſter for this great deduction from our maritime 
force. He had not the ſmalleſt doubt but that, if the enemy were 
to land, the force of the country would be fully ſufficient to make 
them repent it ; but he nevertheleſs thought that it would be much 
better to prevent their coming. It was a caſe in which not only 
probable, but poſſible diſaſters ſhould be provided againſt. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had talked in the Committee of 7dle 
parade; but he could not, for his part, ſee how voting the ſame num- 
ber of ſeamen we had laſt year, could be called idle parade. He 
thought it was for the intereſt of the country to look to her naval 
ſtrength, and was of opinion that money employcd in ſeamen to any 
amount would be good economy. If any gentleman in that Houſe, 
qualified to give a decifive opinion, would riſe in his place and ſay 
that the abatement of tcn thouſand ſeamen would be attended with 
no poſſible riſk, he would drop the ſubject. Whatever the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer might ſav, he (Mr. Huſſey) was in his own 
mind convinced that the true reaſon of the diminution was the dif- 
ficulty found in raiſing the money; but though the million it 
would coſt for the additional 10,000 men was hard to be raiſed, 
that difficulty bore no proportion to the dangers we might incur by 
lowering our maritime ſtrength ; for conſidering the nature and dif- 
poſition of the enemy, and his intentions with regard to England, 
of which no one could well doubt, he thought it was neceffary not 
only to ſecure ourſelves from a deſcent, but to keep the enemy at a 
great diſtance. For theſe reaſons he thought it would be true eco- 
nomy to vote 120,000, and to that end he would give his nega- 
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tive to the reſolution for 110,000, and move for the numbe: 
voted laſt year. 

The SPEAKER begged leave to remind the honourable gentle. 
man, that as the reſolution for 110,000 had already paſſed the 
Committee, it would be neceſſary, for any additional expence, to 
have it recommitted ; it was thereforc better to let the reſolution be 
read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he had very little to ſay in ad- 
dition to the obſervations he had made laſt night upon the honour. 
able gentleman's objection. On the general principle, that it was 
ſound policy to keep our maritime force in power to repel the 
enemy, and that no economy ſhould ſtand in the way of proper pro- 
viſions for national fafety, he perfectly agreed with the honourable 
gentleman. No expence was too great for this object and as to 
individual economy, he conceived that no contribution could be too 
great for the ſafety of the remainder. With thoſe impreſſions on 
his mind it would hardly be ſuſpected that if he were not convinced 
that the number propoſed would be fully adequate to the purpoſes oi 
fafety, the mere expence ſhould not have induced him to propoſe 2 
reduction. It was neceflary to ſtop ſomewhere ; but if caſes merely 
poſſible were to be made the limits of their votes, where were they 
to ſtop? If 120,000 men were voted, it might be ſaid 130,000 
were neceſſary ; and if 130,000, why not 140,000? Thus 
there would be no end to it. But the true queſtion was this— Did 
the nature of the ſtruggle in which we are likely to be engaged re- 
quire more than the number propoſed ? To any thingſhortof the num- 
ber that would put us on a footing of decided ſuperiority over the 
enemy he would never give his aſſent. Nor would he, on the other 
hand, agree to any expence beyond it. He had yeſterday ſtated that 
tac reduction was made becauſe the maritime power of the enemy 
was reduced fo extremely low as to render the ſame extent of force 
we had laſt year intirely ſuperfluous. The events to which he 
alluded were vet freſh in every one's memory, and afforded tolerable 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the diminution intended was perfectly conſiſtent 
with our ſccurity. He hoped the honourable gentleman had not 
forgotten that the late glorious victory obtained by Lord Duncan was 
not the only one which crippled the enemy in the laſt year. There 
were two more moſt brilliant and decifive victories in that time; 
fo that on a compariſon of our force now with that of the enemy, it 
would appear plainly that 110,000 men were enough. If, on the 
other hand, the honourable gentleman would compare the numher 
now propoſed with that of any former time, he would find it much 
gErcater in Froportion to the neccflity of the caſe, ſo many as 
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110,000 men never having been veted in any former war, except 
in the laſt year of the laſt war, at which time the enemy had no 
leſs than 140 fail of the line. Gentlemen then ſhould compare 
chat with the ſtate of things now, and candidly ſay whether Miniſ- 
ters could fairly be taxed with neglect in the diminution they pro- 
poſe. He concluded with aſſuring the honourable gentleman, that 
though in this inſtance he thought his propoſition groundleſs and 
unneceflary, he would always liſten with reſpe& and attention to 
any thing he ſhould think proper to ſtate, if warranted by the cir- 
cumſtances of the country. 

Mr. MARTIN wiſhed to know whether the decreaſe in the 
navy was to be followed by a decreaſe in the army? He perfectly 
coincided with Mr. Hufley in his ſentiments reſpecting the ſuperior 
importance of the navy, as well on the grounds ſtated by that gentle- 
man, as on the principles of humanity—tfor it was worthy of remark 
that though the battle of October laſt, when Lord Duncan obtained 
the brilliant victory over the Dutch, was reckoned uncommonly 
bloody for a fea fight, the number of men killed was not fo great 
as of thoſe killed in ſome fingle ſkirmiſhes in Germany. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable gentleman's 
queſtion would be fully anſwered when the army eſtimates would 
come to be laid before the Houſe. In the mean time he would 
ſay, that the decreaſe of the navy could not by any means be ſup- 
poſed to juſtify a decreaſe in the army. It was true, as an honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Huſſey) had ſaid, that the enemy ought to be 
kept from coming here ; but it was equally true that we ſhould 
keep ourſelves in a ſtate to give a good account of him if he ſhould 
happen to come. | 

Mr. HUS$EY being about to riſe, 

The SPEAKER remarked, that if the honourable gentleman 
ſhould be of opinion to perſevere in his amendment, it would be 
neceſſary for him to move a recommitment. 

The reſolution was then read a ſecond time. 

Mr. HUSSEY again roſe, and ſaid he could not let the ſubject 
paſs without trying the fate of a queſtion on it. It was true the 
ficets of the enemy had been much crippled or nearly deſtroyed, but 
was the Houſe to conclude that they would not uſe exertions? No 
attempt to refit and bring forward their marine? Could not the 
ſhips they had, be repaired? Were they expected to be idle r 
Were no offenſive operations to be attempted to bring them to better 
terms? And had we not an ally who ſtood in need of our aſſiſ- 
lance? He till, therefore, remained of his firſt opinion, and 
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though he would not divide the Houſe, fince he ſaw the ſenſe of it 
againſt him, he would at leaſt move for a recommitment, which he 
did ; and the queſtion being put, it was negatived. 


ACCOUNT of Advances made to Government by the 
Bank, from 25th February to 1ſt November 1797. 


1797- 
Mach 20 to gth. To the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's FL. 
Treaſury, on Exchequer Bills — 250, ooo 
March roth. On Exchequer Bills at 31d. per cent. per 
day, iſſued on account of Loan 1797, for 
r Low b 
Apri to 13th, itto, being a Loan for 600,000. pur- 
* ſuant to a l in the act of 37th Geo. III. 


250,008 


Cap- 45. ſec. 4. = — 599, 200 
All the above ſums, with intereſt thereon, were paid the 3 iſt July 1797, 
Bank, W. EDWARDS, 
roth November 1797. Accountant General, 


ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of mortgaged Actions 
of the Bank of Vienna, depoſited in the Bank of 


England. 


A Tin Box was depoſited at the Bank of England cn the 26th Septem- 
ber 1794, by Meſſrs. Boyd, Bentield, and Co., ſealed by them and a No- 
tary Public; the latter of whom has certified, that the box contains twenty- 
five mortgage bonds of the Bank of Vienna, amounting to one million fix 
hundred thouſand florins each, making together forty milkons of flor.ns, 
which are eſtimated at four millions ſterling. 

On the 4th December 1795, another Tin Box was depoſited by Meflrs, 
Boyd, Benfield, and Co., which a Notary Public has certified to the Bank, 
contains twenty mortgage bonds of one million florins cach, and one bond 
of one million three hundred and thirty-three thouſand three hundred and 
thirty-three florins twenty kreutzers, making in all twenty-one millions 
three hundred and thirty-three thouſand three hundred and thirty-three 
florins and twenty kreutzers, etiimated to be equal in value to two millions 
one hundred and thirty-three thouſand three hundred and thirty-three 
pounds fix ſhillings and eight pence ſterling. 

Bank, | W. EDWARDS, 


10th November 1797. Accountant General. 
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ACCOUNT reſpecting IMPERIAL STOCK. 


Vn Purchaſes have been made on account of the Imperial Loan, to- 
wards its redemption, 
Bank, W. EDWARDS, 
zoth November 1797. Accuuntant Cens ral. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, November 17. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR informed their Lordſhips, that 
the Houſe had waited upon His Majeity with their unanimous ad- 
dreſs, and that His Mlajeſty was pleaſed to make a gracious anſwer. 

| For which, ſee the Praceedings of the Cammons of TVedneſday laſt. | 

Their Lordſhips then made ſome orders in the arrangement of 
appeals and pri vate buſineſs. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, Nevember 17. 


Mr. ABBOT roſe to make the motion of which he gave notice 
yeſterday for making the reſolutions of the Committee for promul- 
zating the ſtatutes ſtanding orders of the Houſe—he defired the re- 
ſolutions might be read ; which being done, he proceeded to remark 
that, as the reſolutions which had been read had expired with the 
laſt ſeſſion, it would be neceſſary to renew them. He therefore 
moved them over again, with a ſmall alteration in one of them, and 
they paſſed without a negative. He then moved that the ſame be 
made ſtanding orders of the Houſe, which was alſo granted with- 
out oppoſition. 

Mr. BRAGGE brought up the Report of the Secret Committee 
appointed to conſider of the expedicncy of renewing the reſtrictions 
on caſh payments at the Bank. + 

On the motion of Mr. Chancellor PITT, the report was read, 
and is as follows: 
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202 PARLIAMENTARY 
« THE COMMITTEE of SECRECY, appointed to in- 


quire whether it may be expedient farther to continue the Re. 
ſtriction, contained in Two Acts, made in the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, reſpe Jing Payments in Caſh by the Bank; have 
inquired according ly, and agreed upon the fullowing Re- 
Port; vi. 


[Couuoxs. 


e YOUR Committee have, in the firſt place, examined the total 
amount of out-ſtanding demands on the Bank of England, and of the 
funds for diſc harging the ſame ; and find, from the examination Wi the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, and the document S pro- 
duced by them, that the total amount of ou-Handing demands on the 
Bank was, en the 11th day of this inſtant Nove mber, 1 7 '-575,910l. ; and 
that the total amount of the funds tor diſcharging the ſame (without in- 
cluding the permanent debt due from G. ern: ment, of 11, 686, Sccl., 
which bears an intereſt of thtee per cent,) was, on the ſame das, 
21,415,460]. ; leaving a balance of :urplus in Kere, of ms Dank (exclu— 
ſive of the above-mentioned debt from een of 3.839, 5 ol. 

++ Your Committee next proceeded to examine the pr incipal articles cf 
which the above-mentioned tum of 21,4. 8. abol., being the credit fide of 
the account, is made up. . ith a view of aſcertaining how far the Bank 
might be enabled to reſume its accuſtomed payments in caſh, in caſe the re- 
friction at preſent ſubſiſting ſhould be removed: and your Committee 
find, that the advanc s to Government have, on the one hand, been { 

much reduced, fince the 25th of February lait, as to amount, on the {a; d 
i 1th day of this inſt. Novembe r, to no more than the ſum of 4,258, 140! 

while, on the other hand, the cal th and bullion in the Bank have eee 
to an amount more than five times the value of that at which they flood un 
the ſame 25th of February luſt, and much above that at which they have 
tood at any time fince the beginning of e. ptembet 1795. 

© Your Committee urthor find. th at the Couric of exchange with 
H: amburgh 1 is, at preſent, unuſually favoura';!e to this country, and tliat ; 
from the ſituation of our trade, there is good reaſon to imagine it will ſo 
comtinuc, unleſs po litical circumitances lic uld occur to aſtect it. 

* Your Committee next proceeded to examine the Governor and De- 
puty Governor ot the Bank, as to their opinion of the inconvenience which 
may have ariſen from the reſtriction impoſca on the Bank from making 
payment in caſh, and of the expediency of continuing ſuch reſtriction; 

and your Committee find, that they are not aware of any ſuch incenveni— 
eace, and that they arc ſupported in that idea, by know! ng that the 
bankers and traders of London, who had a right by the act of Parliame nt 
to demand three fourths of any depoſit in caſh which they had made in the 

nk. of gool. or upwards, have only claimed about one ſixteenth: and 

vour Committee find, that the Court of Directors of the Bank did, on the 

26th of October, 1797, come to a reſolution, a copy of which is ſabjoined 
to this Report. 

& Your Committee having farther examined the Governor and Deput) 
Governor, as to what may be meant by the political circumitances men- 
tioned in that reſolution, find, that they underitand by them, the ſtate of 
hoſtility in which the nation is ſtill involved, and particularly ſuch appre- 

ꝛenſions as may be entertained of invaſion, either in Ireland or this country, 
rogether with the poſſibility there may be of advances being to be made 
from this country to Ireland ; and that from thoſe circumſtances ſo ex- 
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plained, and from the nature of the war, and the avowed purpoſe of the 
y i „public credit, and to diſtreſs 
it in its financial operations, hen are led to think that it 11 be expo Cient 
to continuc the ielrchon now Th 1 ting V ith tlie 1clerve {Gr partial 1 Hats 
of caſh, at the diſcretion ct the Eauk, "of the nature of that containad in 
the preſent acts; and that it may be ſo continued, without injury to the 
credit of the Bank, with an a Lyanzage to the nation. 
« Your Com:nittee, therefore 5 h. ing talten into confideration the 980 
al tuation of the Country, Arc of opinion, that notwithſtanG:; 8 2 the 
affaire of the Bank, both. with reſpect to the general balance of its ac- 
counts, and its capacity of making payments in pec ie, are in ſuch a ſtate 
that it might with ſatery roſulme its accuſtomed f lunctions, under a different 
ſtate of public affairs; vet, chat it will be ex peu jent to continue the reſtrie- 
tion now ſoblüling on ſuch P4yimcuts, tor uch time, an 1d under ſuch limi- 
tations, 4s to the wi.dom of Pa llament m: ay ſeem ht.” 


enemy to attack this Country Dy means ot: 


Copy of aRisortuTioON of the Court of Directors of the Bank. 


At a Curt of Directors, at the Bank, on Thurſday the 26th 
October, 17975 3 
„ Refolved, 

„That it is the opinion of this Court, That the Covernor and Com- 
pany of the Eank of En; gland are enabled to Hue ſpecie, in any manner 
that may be deemed nec. ary tor the accommod: 110 n of the public ; - and 
the Court have no heſia ion to declare, that the affairs of the Eank are in 
ſuch a ſtate, that it can with ſafety reſume its accuſtomed functions, if the 
political circumitances of the country do not render it inexpedient: but the 
Dicectors deeming it foreign to their province to judge of theſe points, wiſh 
to ſubmit to the wiſdom of Parlia, nent, whether, as it has been once judged 
proper to lay a reſtriction on the pay ments of the Bank in caih, it may, or 
may not, be prucent to continue the fame 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that it was his intention firft to 
move that the Report of the Sceret Committee be printed, in order 
that all the Members might have the ſatisfaction of informing 
themfelves in detail of ſtatements fo very pleaſing and important; 
gp as it would take ſome time to have it atinted, he truſted that 
thoſe gentlemen who had now heard the Report read would think 
with him that, after the full examination the ſubject had undergone 
in the Committee; after the clear and decided opinion that Com- 
mittee had pronounced upon it ; and after the diſtin ſtatement, 
not only of them but of the Bank Directors; it would be unneceſ- 
ſary to detain the buſineſs merely on account of the printing; and 
that it would be proper to proceed without delay to the object of 
that Report ; and move for leave to bring in a bill for that pur- 
pole. He avowed that the meaſure he meant now to propoſe was 
not confined to the ſtrict terms of the former bill; but would move 
on the principle that, as the coungry was peculiarly cireumſtanced, 
it would be adviſeable to continue the reſtriction as long as the pre- 
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{ent conteſt continued, or at leaſt as long as that conteſt continued 
in the ſhape and with the aſpect it now bore, reſerving however to 
Parliament the right to reſcind the meaſure, and to limit, to qualify, 
or totally to annul the reſtrictions, as future circumſtances might in- 
duce them in their wiſdom to think necefſary. The Houſe would 
readily conclude that it mult always be his with, as it muſt be their 
own, to reſtore the iſſue of money from the Bank to its former 
fituation ; but they would alſo conſider that their continuing the re- 
ſtriction could not reaſonably produce the leaſt alarm or apprehen- 
ſion, ſince they had now indiſputable evidence before them that, ſo 
tar from the gloomy predictions of thoſe gentlemen who ſaid that 
neither the Bank nor the national credit could ſurvive the meaſure 
being verifed, both had rapidly riſen to the high condition of proſ- 
perity which had juſt been ſtated and that not one of thoſe incon- 
veniences which had been ſo confidently predicted to reſult from the 
reſtriction, had even yet ariſen to juſtify the apprehenſions of thoſe 
who at firſt fo violently oppoſed that meaſure. He therefore would 
move for leave to continue the reſtriction ; but before he did ſo he 
mult premiſe that ſome of the proviſions would require amendment. 
The Houſe would fee how low the advances to Government had 
been reduced—but they would hardly feel that the cuſtomary ad- 
vances by the Bank upon the land and malt duties ought to be pro- 
hibited ; yet as thc law now ſtood they would; it therefore would 
be necetfary to open the bill in that reſpect. He then moved, 
That leave be given to bring in a bill to continue the proviſions in 
the former bill, for reſiraining caſh payments at the Bank, and to 
amend and continue the other proviſions in the ſame—which was 
granted nem. con. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD ſaid, that he roſe for the pur- 
poſe of moving for leave to bring in a bill to continue the act paſſed 
laſt ſeſſion, for ſuſpending the acts of the 15th and 17th of George 
the Third; but preliminary to his motion, he wiſhed to be in- 
formed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, of ſome facts reſpec- 
ting the coin of the country, which might pofſibly have a tendency 
to render ſome of the proviſions of his propoſed bill unneceffary. 
Firſt, he wiſhed to know, whether the copper coinage for which the 
Houſe had addreſſed the King had yet been made? and next, he 
wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe to the coinage of filver ; 
the filver now in circulation being as low in value and quality, as de- 
- ficient in quantity: he therefore ſuggeſted the propriety of making 4 
new coinage. He was aware that it might be alledged the incon- 
venience attending it would be great; but it ſhould be conſidered 
that the quantity of ſilver bullion which was now in the Bank, and 
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was there a dead weight, would, if coined into money, increaſe the 
quantity of ſpecie very conſiderably. There was certainly this ob- 
jection to coining it, that it would be melted down as ſoon as the 
price of ſilver roſe to a certain pitch ; but he had heard, and did be- 
lieve, that there were modes of preparing and making the ſilver fo 
as to be coined with certain advantage to the country. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, in anſwer to the honourable gen- 
tleman's queſtion, that a copper coinage had not only been for ſome 
time in forwardneſs, but had been in eonſiderable quantities iſſuing for 
ſome time. On the ſubject of a coinage of filver, he had had ſome 
converſations with the Bank Directors, and the reſult was, that a 
coinage of filver was in contemplation but he could not ſay whe- 
ther it would be carried into effect time enough to obviate the ne- 
ceſſity of the provitions of the honourable gentleman's bill. There 
was, however, another coinage in view, and this was not an impro- 
per occaſion on which to announce ita coinage of gold pieces, of 
the value of ſeven ſhillings. Theſe were in forwardneſs, and 
nearly ready for delivery. 


Mr. BIRD then moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill 


to continue the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for repealing the acts of the 
15th and 17th of George the Third, which was paſſed nem. con. 

Mr. DENT exprefled his ſorrow, that by the rules of the Houſe 
he was preeluded from moving for a call of the Houſe, in order to 
obtain a full attendance on the day when his right honourable friend 
Mr. Pitt) was to open the budget. He thought it was extremely 
diſgraceful to gentlemen of any party to abſent themſelves entirely 
from their duty in the Houſe, particularly on ſo important an oc- 
caſion; and he much wiſhed he could enforce their attendance. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, there was no actual rule of the Houſe 
againſt his moving for a call. It had indeed been the practice, 
though not a rule, to allow an interval of fourteen days, but it was 
competent to the honourable Member to move for this day ſe'nnight. 

My DEN T'—*« Then, Sir, I move that there be a call of the 
Houſe this day ſe'nnight.“ 

The SPEAKER—<© Who ſeconds that motion?“ 

Mr. HOBART—< I, Sir—move that the Houſe do now 
adjourn ;” and it was carried almoſt unanimouſly. 
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F.. . oe 
: | 1 
— „* — — — — » ( 
— —— — 
19 £1 obbigbot ig 6 142122 *7 71 o66400+ e +} oo 91 o 6 £5g*hof R 
949911 S 1 69162 S 1 691562 1 69162 11 - — ar3ny 30 uorenod 
* qu uo sꝗgorq rip Atl 
uo uohynpos 241 JO zunooor 
uo 21qud 212 03 S uta £1123 
-1e:b paxnduo» ay3 *8moyno 
i pa1rp1[ojuod atj2 Jo uo usr. 
þ © o oOoorrg &  & . 0000'S 0 © ooo'g 0 © ooo'g 0 © oOoofg — 4]! vo gem 103 dour 
' - MO[[e. ou amonpai Aq Sur 
22 -Arj 41191zenb pazndmoo ay T, 
— 14 o ole 6 + o$Sowr *) 11 21567 "9 8g L1$'%g 18 Fi gltilz 9 * f uod 23d = 
- © © 510 o © oStig o © ol bz n o Oo oll'r 3 — 8800 Q 
© © o 1799 0 0 858 enn 0 © os 0 in — — S ioij uo - 
— A 3 — 
5 5 a | znp Jevornppe sung OAT, 
Q mY 11165 O 61 ISS 9c C4 155 8 6 9 86681 — — oinp oinp s N 
"P32 
-210Je sn soup 1altliog 30 
donpoid 41191enb paxnduo) 
| oi gurAatoai loi »sotordg 
. o © rr ee jo 0 156 9 8136 2 8 a. 2 
76 6 greg EL TI 814 1 11 91 6 Coal 9 L 099%6+ 8 21 29291 — — SWoOyny *SIULAA 
o Oo 701*10z o O 7 o © 601 ˙86 . o © 518.46 _ — dog *52u1 11 
Y 6 11 401˙1 Oo 11 Cre . o ©. Ee a —— SDIUDII] sor spαο,οννt 
wm © © 910 © © 6gf*lE o 89662 e 8 1186 e Oo Lfg9 FF — — 059240 T, 
8 S6 799 © ©. il 0-0 369*%Ef 0 -@ ob g*F o. © og 9 — — 8 I 011 
2 5 N * 
. 7 oy . e > ERS. F =O wy 1 92 961 ouuy ond SALLACT 


SIV.LOL 


* 
= 
S 
8 
2 
— 
e * — ³— — — — W 3 
8 61 ooo 10 £1 og 168 | on or 26292 Tz $1 12256 0 e 
o O s n ˙ m; ̃ Ü wry — 
—. He 01 ur mind 000401 pur 
5 Set Jo gwny fi 
2 | du JUrAtogaa 121Je *Aauour 
— o © 352651 o © 686˙1 o o 6111 —— TS 19112] P2Jepijoouon zo snding 
2 e o O zol. oO o 122 My TY was 8 mY L. 
6 7 oog [tz Li Sor! OI 01 £5942 78 Rp £bo's BE 888 . 75 —— 
Z „ nen oO © glgeor oO Oo Slg 5 * S 
= 9 © oo) EET ER. 5 6 & at > T 
I * + ov los ies ff» 0 99 [65 Ro — = |= _awoyna2u0 ade 
9 $1 57 1 9 $1 4901 o Oo SL o © kg = 2 1 225 TE 20909 
wv wn 2 © g % o $+#4< o O rzhz*7 5 FF 
1 9.69 © © obL'fr oO © gob'rr o 0 gi6&fr 3 2 pas Ros SUOTI2N 
© © 8£5*65 ® O 1gþ*%þ o O got'fe o O 1 9˙18 8 m — 0p ug 
© © goofr O © o00'z 5 3 WE 2 indy uin 
E g1 108961 E 81 108⁰61 ai CE DT FR e *1U99 29d *J0z 
a 2 7 1 : „ — aaddad uo Ain 
A : 7 1 ws 'D of | of 0 . . P . | 
7 0 3 : £61 ouuy ond gAIL AN 


— 8 — S _ — —— * — 8 — 4 = 222 As CLAS LAS - . 2 9 — — TAP Ny TI'S | 
- — —— —— — — — — —ä—ͤ—u—Pͤ—m — —.— — ——  — ———— = 3 — > 2 r nh — * — : — — — — +4 — — — 2 = — —— — q 1 — . 
* 1 - 4 . . v ” _ — , . * 4 2 — = — « 4 = LK _ 8 Fe. $ P_ —— 
— „ r R er 8 — —— _ . — ys "hy | - 2 REP | b 9 8 
5 - » * * — = „„ ho — u 2 ar 7 - 2 = = 7 * 4 * * —— bd wy — W 1 — 
— — — — — 1 5 . wo. 5 s "A EIB £ * _— . 
4 a” | Pall hom = — 2 5 . * —_ . A 0 — . * 8 N 
8 eb I WR oe R - : _ £ 1 42 at; © af. « 8 8 * * Kr D n — « 
\ —— E. 1 4 — Pages — p ————— "\ ” — - r — __ _ a © 7 22 2 us * ws 4. fb a K * 9 — ad I * 
2 . — =» ZE Win TTY Set BY een ; . r * . » — S 1 v - 3 
- 4 > 2. 8 I... Va ae as, „ N 2 of 
— At” 5, - _ 2 3 n * — — * P : = PR — 8 3 9g — "2" i =, KD, t — 1 „ * = 
roy Senn SE CSM PP r E EONS N — CCC ³˙ - . K 2. . ng BL 4 
: — b — — — — = "a. . : , 2 . — N * e ; > 8 . As tae aro . e 4 a —* 


[61 1qwaaogy jo {ep qu t oyF 
„ASIA SAYINYL *qonboyxF 


poijddr wang gry uo wn afoy 


G 13 ©5591 2430 pur * $31uoT jap 12uTor POOG a eru 01 $7 27 * Kw poi q o PAYJAadIP ST zu, 

— $P332X23 *521np pajſrados 30 a>npoad aGuidar ay sr ard 1% SWny Irον˖νν 2y1 213m juno 240qP aq Uſ—RAdXYYONTIA] 

— 

— — 

— — — 3 

as) EE 9 1+g9f£LÞ<lij T ergo | 5 $i 6bo%oLEÞ t 71 goto [FE 1 orbf6LS*Þ | 
8 61 +Fo*ogL ff Er oss 168 | or or Sz6%7ge [iz 1 12256 o O 1gffal 4664 — — on 
290 £1 0665960 (9 6 i1Llzeilzs r 21 06600 fre + oontfgi ot 6 SSt 9601 — — oO 2110 
10 g grofeSin e xn 8896 fo £ olige fo 7 9511461 ße Or lere Solt — — om 
25 O17 216 9 gr 668605 6 6 g19˙ 871 r 8 eri [Err Er 818501 f 176LU 1 — — om 
© © 101/60 ⁶ o 1682 o O L1g*19 es o o 89958 £6L1 ouuy ond san ond 
?11 21 99 188/18 61 obg*ggt | or © ogyfols |g 1 606L fr 11 92⁵9 8 — sꝛuopioul onA 
2 1 ofo'6o$*11| or +1 2886088 [FE gr Loss E 61 Fos 119 061 T01˙8 — — due 


ö pur ox *$woyny Jo [230 I. 
4 7 | 5 * oF * * 7 5 1 7 2 2 *F | *STY.LO.L 


* 


Nov. 17. ] 


214 PARLIAMENTARY [Commoxs, 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur. 


geſſes, in Parliament aſſembled. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, 
the CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter 


ended the 1oth of October, 1797. 


INCOME. 
L. 
Cuſtoms _ — — 1,285,106 
Exciſe — — — 1,724,299 
Stamps — — — 391,15 
Salt — — — 100, 383 
Letter money by act 37 Cco. 1 I. C. 102.629 o o} 
Ditto by ditto 10,009 © o 148, 000 
Surplus of letter money — 35.361 © © 
Alum mines _ — — 450 
Seizures — — — — 2261 
Profers — — _ — 283 
Hawkers and pedlars _ —ä— 1,910 
Hackaey coaches _ _ — 7,009 
Houſes and windows — — — 29,846 
Houſes — — 34,803 
Male ſervants — — — 13.718 
Horſes _ — — 14,523 
Four-wheeled carriages — — — 30.781 
'Two-wheeled ditto — — —— 6.292 
6d. per lib. on penſions — _ 12, Oo 
18. ditto ſalaries — — — 7,090 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1791 _— __ 4+799 
Foreign ditto _ — — 2 3,592 
Sugar — —— — 125,484 
Bills and receipts — — 32,150 0 8 3 
Surplus of ditto — — 42,36 0 0 9 
Game duty — — — 4.055 
10l. per cent. —— — 16,324 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1794 _- — 4,099 
Foreign ditto - — — — 23,327 
Attornies articles — 6,216 
Glaſs — — — — 12,064 
Bricks (Exciſe) — — — 14,343 
Ditto (Cuſtoms) — — 100 
Paper, ditto — — _ 1,015 
Slates and ſtones — — — 4. C00 
Diſtillers' licences — 9,000 © o 
Surplus of ditt — _ $5,000 00[ es 
P 0 355 
Paper (Exciſe) — — 18,750 0 3 : 
Surplus of ditto _— — 21,243 0 © 399993 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1795 _ _ — 3,241 
Foreign ditto _ —— — 24.014 
Cocoa, &c. _— — — 5367 


Tea — — ee 01,357 


8 0 0 0 +» Dd 
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4. . . 
Fruit, &c. —— — — 21,895 5 4 
Coals, ce. — — — _ 
{Jair-powder certificates — — 87.068 13 7 
Wine _ — — 94.529 © © 
ug = —— 2,361 0 © 
Skip policies — — — 27,333 14 6 q 
Receipts — 182 e 2,571 6 9 i 
Stamps — — _ _ 13,128 8 2 " 
Tobacco, &c. 1756 —ͤ— — 37,469 0 0 pi 
[{orfe-dealers* licences —ͤ— — 327 11 9 ! 
Salt WS — 8,900 © o 
iel. per cent. _ — 20,959 4 9 
Horſes — — — — — 12,100 © 6 
28. duty on ditto — — 7,850 © 0 
Wines (Cuſtonss) _ _ 71,405 12 74 
Ditto (Excilc) — — — 3.124 "0 
dweets —— —— — a — 2,444 0 © 
Hats — _ _ L,. 2,309 17 9 
Surplus of ditto — — 26,881 19 © * 16 9 
Legacics — _ — 12,403 18 10 
Dogs — — —. — 8,459 0 © 
Sugar, 1797 _ — — — 130,454 17 22 
Ericks (Exc iſe) — — — w_ 7702 © © 
Cocoa nuts _ — — 874 © © 
tea — ——— — 41,939 © © 
Britiſh ſpirits — — — _ 4.481 © © 
Foreign ditto _— — 23,799 © © | 
dtage coaches — 9 . 14,041 2 8 f 0 
Vuctions — — 88 __ 10,118 © © 15 
per cent. 85 
Deeds — — — — 108,467 5 6 oy 
Pepper — — — 19,301 18 3 75 
201, per cent. — — * . 2,000 © © a; 
Female ſervants — — 3 4 
Arrears of Taxes ] Carts — 9 12 © <0 
Waggons — — 22 2 8 "4 
Arrears of 55th, 56th, 57th, and 58th, 4s. aid per ay 
annis 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794 — 21,608 5 42 Fg 
Money paid by A. Newland, Eſq. on account of the f Won 
Commiſſioners for iſſuing Exchequer bills by act 1 
35 Geo. III. — — — 36, ooo oO © 4 i | 
Ditto by Edward Roberts, Eſq. ariſing from the reſi- 1 
due of Exchequer fees —— — 38,350 2 5 We 
Ditto by Thomas Bullock, Eſq. Agent for the late 1 
province of Senegambia _ — 1,000 © © 3B 
Ditto by Claude Scott, Eſq. on account of corn ſold FAY 
for the uſe of Government — _ 30,000 
Impreſt money re- paid by Colonel Tottenham 1,000 
Ditto by James Bruce, Eſq. Governor of the iſland 
of Dominica — — — 130 


L. 5,161,940 
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— — 1,7 50,000l. at ditto, due ditio 13,125 


CHARGE. . 
EXCHEQUER. 
N 4. 5. d. 
Annuities, 2-7ths exciſe, for 2 and z lives, for three 
months, due 1oth October 1797 2,048 18 © 
- 3,700l. per week, exciſe, with the ſalaries 
to the officers of the receipt of His Majeſty's Ex- 7 
chequer, for three months, due 1oth October 1797 7,957 11 8 
Anno 1706, with ditto, for ditto 6,181 2 101 
Anno 1707, with ditto, for ditto 2,038 © 6: 
Per iſt act 1708, with ditto, for ditto 1,229 13 13 
Per 2d act 15e8, with ditto, for ditto 2,649 6 33 
On lives, with benefit of ſurvivorſhip, for | 
fix months, ditto — — 270 0 0 
— In claſſes, by act 29 Geo. III. 
for fix months, ditto _ — 21,431 © 6 Fe 
SOUTH-SEA COMPANY, 
Annnnity and management of 24,065,0841. 13s. 113d. 
their preſent capital, for three months, due 1oth 
October 1797 — ldd» 
BANK OF ENGLAND, 
Annuity, on their capital of 4,000,0001. at 31. per | 
cent. per ann. purchaſed of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, for three months, due roth October 1797 30, 474 10 10! Fo 
on their capital of 3, 200, ocol. at zl. per cent. | 
per ann. due ditto , — — — 25,000 © o | 
— on their capital of 500,000]. at ditto, due ditto 3,750 @ © t 
_ * — 1.2 ʒo, ocol. at ditto, due ditto 9, 375 © © Fo 
O 9 
0 ® 


— —— 986, ocol. at ditto, due ditto 7,401 


4. 3 


( 

a 

Annuity at 41. per cent. per ann, on [ 
the principal ſum of 36,100,000l. I 
for half a year, to roth Oct. 1797 830, coo o o ( 
For anſwering and paying c 
the charges of management of the 0 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time, 0 


after abating 1141. 1s, 6d. for the For 
half of 2281. 38. in reſpect of in 
507,000]. purchaſed by the com- nu 
miſſioners for the reduction of the 10 
national debt before the 1oth 4.1 
October 1797 — — 9,223 8 6 oy 
— or 

$39,223 8 6 fa; 

For anſwering and paying half a yea 
year's annuity at 41. per cent. due | For 
the ſaid 10th October 1797, on ing 
764,861], 5s. 10d. being the | ma 
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amount of the annuities to which 1 
the proprietors of navy, victual- N 1 
ling and tranſport bills, delivered ws 
up to be cancelled, purſuant to 4. . d. 7 
the act of 37 Geo. III. are en- 1 
titled — 5 — 15,297 4 6 I . 
For anſwering and paying half a I 
year's annuity, at 41. per cent. Wy 
due the ſaid 1cth October 1797, | (ER 
on 104,432l. 5s. 8d. being the 1 
amount of the annnities to which " F480 
the proprietors of Exchequer bills | 1 
delivered up to be cancelled, pur- 
ſuant to the ſaid act 37 Geo. III. 
are entitled — 2,088 12 1 
For anſwering and paying half a 
year's annuity, at 41. per cent, 
due the ſaid 10th October 1797, 
to ſuch of the contributors to- 
wards raiſing 14,599,009). granted 
by an act 37 Geo. III. towards 
the ſupply of the year 1797, as 
have completed their whole pay- 5 | | : 
ments on 1,865,263l. 178. 94d. | FO 
on or before 7th October 1797 „ 


— $93,914 Ii 52 


vi 


year's annuity on 41,540,073]. 
165, 4d. in reduced annuities, due... | 
the ſaid 0th October 1797 623,101 3 1 

for ſatisfying and paying the charges 
of man1gement of the ſaid au- 
nuities, tor the ſame time, ater 
abating the ſum of 1,400). 108. 
being after the rate of 459. per 
million, on the principal ſam of 
6,250,0c0], purchaſed by the 8 
commiſſioners for the reduction 1 
of the national debt before the 
xt April % — — 7-949. 5 4 

For anſwering and pay- 

ing half a year's an- 

nutty, due the ſaid 

ioth October, on 

4,5290,000l, granted 

by an act 36 Geo. III. 

for raiſing 18, 000, ocol. 4. 8  <& 

tar the ſervice of the 1 

year 1796 — 67, 10 © © 

For latisfying and pay- oy 

ing the charges of 

management of the 


Vol. IV, Ff 


ri 1 Lace 
For anſwering and paying half a 


213 


ſaid annuities for two 
years, due ſaid 1oth 
October 1797 


* 
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Wo © £- 4 4 


Foranſwering and pay- 
ing half a year's an- 
nuity, due the ſaid 
10th October 1797, on 
1,895,625). to which 
1,875,000]. granted 
by one other act 36 

eo. III. for raiſing 
7 500, oool. for the 
ervice of the ſaid year 
1796 is reduced, the 
ſum of 15537 51. hav- 
ing been forfeited by 
ſundry perſons not 
completing their whole 


— 71,550 „ 


payments 275894 7 6 


For ſatisfying and pay- 
ing the charges of ma- 
nagement of the ſaid 
annuities, on 83öl. 
16s. 7d. per annum 
for one year and half, 
due the ſaid 10th Oc- 
tober 1797 


1,255 4 103 


For anſwering and p 


29,149 12 4x 


aying half a 


year's annuity, due © aid roth 


October 1797, to ſuch of the 
contributors for raiſing 14, co, oool. 


purſuant to the 2d act 37th 
Geo. III. for the ſervice o 


the 


year 1797, as made good their 
whole payments on or before the 


th October 1797 


For anſwering and pay ing the an- 


— $2,121 7 © 
| — — 813,862 6 1 


nuities granted for 99, 98, 80, 
78, 77» 75% 694, 60, and 654 
years, grown due for the half year, 
ended the roth October 1797 426,515 19 2 
For fatisfying and paying the 
charges of nianagement of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 4,798 6 nr 


For anſwering and pay- 
ing the annuities 


granted for 644 years 


431,314 6 1 


Fo 


ms — — W 
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by an act 36 Geo. III. 
ſor the half year, ended 
roth October 1797 
Por ſatisfy ing and pay- 
ing the charges of ma- 
nagement, at 6581. 
25. 6d, per annum, for 
two years, ended the 


ſaid 10th October 
1797 —_— 


£ 6 & 


29,259 0 0 


1,316 - 2 


For anſwering and pay- 
ing the annuities 
ranted for 644 years 
by act 36 Geo. III. 
for the half year ended 
roth October 1797, 
the annuity of 421. 
128. Od. part thereof 
being forfeited by cer- 
tain perſons neglect- 
ing to complete their 
whole payments 
For ſatisfying and pay- 
ing the charges of ma- 
nagement of the ſaid 
annuities, at 2311, 11s. 
per ann, for 1, year, 
due ditto 


10,291 3 9 


317 66 


For anſwering and paying the an- 
nuities granted by an act 37 Geo. 
III. for 62 years and 9 months, 
to ſuch of the contributors for 
raiſing 14, 500, oool. for the ſer- 
vice of the year 1797, who com- 
pleated their whole payments on 
or before 7th October 1797, for 
half a year, due ditto 


Annuities for 30, 28, and 183 
years, by acts 18, 19, and 29 


Geo. III. for 6 months, due ditto 
Annuities for ſatisfying and pay ing 


ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 


and Mary, commonly called 1 41. 
per cents. which ceaſed on 14th 
tebruary 1792, and are to be 
paced to the account of the 


DEBATES. 


30,566 5 © 


* 


14,909 12 6 


the charges of management of the 


209,106 10 5; 


2,353 2 54 


Annuities by acts 4 and 5 William 


Ef 2 


11 
1 
219 e 
1 
: 


— = 
1 — 


— 2 — _ 
. 


. 
3 TT 


A — * 
8 4 — — > — — 
- < ps + 1 - - - — 2 - —_ 

» b x . 2 * * C $ oy * 

? — * 2 * — * — 5 4 
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487,428 13 © 


« 


211,519 12 19} 
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commiſſioners for reducing the g 
national debt, for 3 months, due FL. . 4. . . 4. 
roth October 1797 — „ 

Annuities tor 96 years, by acts 5th 
and 6th of the ſame reign, which 7 


ceaſed at th February i792, and 

are to be placed to the account of 

the ſaid commiſſioners ror 0 

I _— 13,760 3 3} 

Annuities for 10 years, by act 17 ; 

Geo. III. which ceaſed on 5th , 

April 1787, and are to be placed ; 

to the account of the ſaid com- 0 

miſſioners, for 6 months, due 

10th October 1797 
For anſwering and paying half a 

year's annuity, due 10th October 1 

1797, at 51. per cent. per ann. to 

ſuch of the contributors for raiſ- 7 

ing 18,000,000], for the ſervice 

of the year 1797, as completed 

their whole payments on 2,378,3621. 

10s. part thereof, on or before the 

2d April 1797, the ſaid coutri- 

butors being entitled to 1121. 1cs. 

capital ſtock for every 100l. ſub- 

ſcribed — — 1 
For anſwering and pay ing one year's 

annuity, due the ſaid roth Octo- 

ber 1707, at 51. per cent. per ann. 

to ſuch of the contributors for 

raiſing the ſaid 18,000,00cl. as 1 

did not complete their whole 

payments on or before the ſaid 

2d April 1797, but completed 

the ſame on or before the 7th 

October 1797, on 10,859, 5 12. 4 


108. — — — 542,975 12 6 


wad * . I. WS. Ng, 


602,434 13 5 


For the ſepport of His Majeſty's houſehold, for three 

months, due 1oth October 1797 | 
To Edward Roberts, Eſq. firſt Clerk to the Clerk of 

the Pells, on 65o0l. per ann. formerly paid to the 

Auditor of the Receipt of His Majeſty's Exchequer, (0) 

for ſalaries to the officers of the Exchequer Bill- 

office, and now payable to him per act 23 Gij. tij. O. 
Rs. for three months, due ditto — —— 162 10 © 
To Ann Caſs, late office-keeper in the office for ma- : 


naging the former duties on wine licences, for 


224,500 9 © O 


To the Judges of England and Wales, on their ſe cral 
additional allowances, for ditto — — 3,262 10 © 


Nov. 17-] DEBATES. 
To His Royal Highneis the Duke of Glouceſter, on F 

his annuiry of $,000l, for three months, due 1oth 

October 1797 —— — 226000 
To ditto, on ditto, 9, opol. for ditto 2,259 
To the Repreſentatives of Arthur Onflow, Eſq. on ditto 

of 3,000l, for ditto — 750 
To the Earl of Chatham, on ditto of 4, oool. for ditto 1,000 
o Lord Rodney, on ditto of 2,000l. tor ditto 500 
To Lord Heathfield, on ditto of 1,50%1. for ditto 375 
To Lady Dorcheſter, on ditto of 1,0001, for ditto 250 
To the Marquis of Bute, late one of the Auditors of 

the Imprelt, on ditto of 7, oodl. for ditto : 1,7 0 
To Philip Deare, Eſq. late a deputy ditto, on ditto of 

3:ol. tor ditto — — — — 75 
To John Wiggleſworth, ditto, on ditto of Zool. for 
To Charles Harris, Eſq. late clerk in the office of 

ditto, on ditto of 20 l. for ditto — — 50 
To Sir Wm. Muſgrave, Bart. one of the commiſſioners 

for auditing the public accounts, on 1,-00l. for ditto 250 
To John Thomas Batt, Eſq. another, on 1, cool. for ditto 250 
To William Chamberlayne, Eſq. another, on 1,005]. for ditto 2 50 
To Sir John Dick, Bart. another, on pool. for ditto 125 
To John Martin Leake, Eſq. another, on 5 cl. for ditto 125 
Tor falari-s to clerks, and for contingencies in the 

office of the ſaid commiſſioners. for ditto 1,500 


To Sir George Yonge, matter and worker of His Ma- 

jeity's Mint in England, for dit'o — — 3,450 
To the Commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of 

the national debt, for the quarter ended 1cth Oc- 

tober 1797 _ — — —— 250,000 
To the Sheriffs of England and Wales, to enable them 

to take out their letters patent for their reſpective 

offices, and for paſſing their accounts for one year, 

ended 10th October 1797 — 4,000 


22} 
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Annuities of 11. per cent. per ann. t» be placed to the account of the 
Commiſſioners for reducing the Natimal Debt, one quarter ended 


lot Octaler 1797. 
4 6% d. 
On the capital ſtock of 6, 2 50, oool. 
31. per cent, annuities, created 
by an act 33 Gij. tij. 1 0 8 
On ditto of 11, c, oool. zl. per 
cent, annuities, ditto 34 Gij. tiſ. 27,500, © © 
On ditto of 2,7 50,0001. 41. per cent, 
annuities, ditto ditto — 6,375 0 © 
On the ſum of 9,680l. per ann. be- 
ing 11. per cent, on the future ac- 
tual value of the annuity of 118. 
5d. per cent, on the afore-men- 
tioned act for 11, ooo, oocl. 
granted for 664 years, by the 
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ſaid laſt-mentioned act, at the end 1 

of 45 years, reckoning the ſame 

at the rate of zl. per cent. per aun 2,420 © 0 
On the capital ſtock of 1, 920, 5251. 

128. 5d. gl. per cent. annuities, 

created by an act 34 Gij. tij. in 

lieu of navy and victualling bills 

delivered up to be cancell 4.816 6 3 

On ditto of 18, ooo, oool. zl. per 
cent. annuities, created by an act 
35 Gij. tij. — — 15.00 0 © 

On ditto of 6, ooo, oool. 41. per 
cent. annuities, created by ditto 
ditto — — 

On ditto of 12,83 5l. being 11. per 
cent. per ann. on the future actual 
value of the annuity of gs. 6d. per 
cent. on the afore- mentioned 
18, ooo, oool. granted for 654 
years, by the ſaid act, at the end 
of 45 years, reckoning the ſame | 
at the rate of 31. per cent, per ann. 3, 208 15 0 

On ditto of 1, 609, 897l. 176. 1d. 

51. per cent. annuities, created by 
an act 35 Geo. III, in lieu of 
navy and victualling bills deli- 
vered up to be cancelled 4-024 14 103 

On ditto of 21,595,800l. part of 
21,600,000l. zl. per cent. annui- 
ties, created in reſpect of 18, ooo, oool. 
borrowed in purſuance of an act 
36 Gij. ty, after deducting 4,200l. 

orfeited by certain contributors 
not completing their payments 53.989 10 0 

On ditto = 3 4, Foo, oool. 31, per cent. 
created by the laſt· mentioned act, 
in reſpeR of the ſaid loan 11,250 © 0 

On the ſum of 8, 460l. being 11. per 
cent, per annum, on the future 
actual value of the annuity of 6s. 
6d. per cent. on the aforeſaid 
18,000,000l. granted for 644 
years, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the ſame at the rate of 
31. per * annum — „ %% © © 

On the capital ſtock of 8,934, oool. 

part of 9,000,000]. 3 per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, created in 
reſpect of 7, oo, oool. borrowed 
in purſuance of an act 36 Gij. tij. 
after deducting 65,800l. forfeited 
by certain contributors not com- 
leting their payments 22,338 10 0 
; on — of 1,859, 62 51. part of * 
1,875, oool. 31. per cent. annui- 


15,000 © 0 


Nov. 17.] 


ties, created by the laſt-mentioned 
act, after deducting 1 5,37 fl. for- 
feited by certain contributors not 
completing their pay ments 

On the ſumof 2,9251. being 11. per 
cent, per annum on the future ac- 
tual value of the annuity of 5s. 
6d. per cent, on the aforeſaid 
7,500,000l. granted for 635 
years, at the end of 45 years, 
reckoning the ſame at 3). per 
cent, per ann. — — 

On the capital ſtock of 4,414,074. 
45. 6d. 51. per cent. annuities, 
created by an act 36 Gij. ty. in 
lieu of navy and —_— bills 
delivered up to be cancelle 

On ditto of 16,441, 17 l. 48. 10d. 
31. per cent. annuities, by the ſaid 
act, in lieu of navy and victual- 
ling bills delivered up to be can- 
celled — — 

On ditto of 764, 8611. 5s. 10d. 
Al. per cent. annuities, by the ſaid 
act, in lieu of navy and victualling 
bills delivered up to be cancelled 

On ditto of 2,024,228. 18s. 9d. 
c1. per cent. annuities, in lieu of 
navy bills delivered up to be can- 
celled — _ 

On ditto of 1,999,699l. 45. 4d. 
31. per cent, annuities, by the ſaid 
act, in lieu of Exchequer bills 
delivered up to be cancelled 

On ditto of 194, 4321. 58. 8d. 41. per 
cent. annuities, by act 37 Gy. tij. 
in lieu of Exchequer bills deli- 
vered up to be cancelled 

On ditto of 270,202], 48. 8d, cl. per 
cent. annuities, by the ſaid act, in 
lieu of Exchequer bills delivered 
up to be cancelled — — 

On ditto of 20, 2 10, 32 ll. 58. 51. per 


DEBATES, 


cent. annuities, part of 20, 2 50, oool. 


roms by act 37 Gij. thy. Rs. 

or raiſing 18, ooo, oool. the ſum 
of 40,6681. 15s, being forfeited 

by certain contributors not com- 
pleting their whole payments 

On ditto of 18,125,000]. zl. per 
cent. conſol. annuities, being the 
additional capital of 251. per cent. 
on 14, 500, oool. borrowed for the 
ſervice of the year 1797 


1 
4.649 I 3 
== 9 ® 
11,035 3 81 
41,102 18 9 
1,012 3 Oz 
5,076 9 93 
4.999 4 114 
aw 8p 3 
675 10 1 
50,523 6 64 
45-312 1@ ® 
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On the capital ſtock of 7,250,000l. FL. 4, 4 1 
31. per cent. reduced annuities, 
being the additional capital of 
col, per cent. on the faid 
14. 500, oool. — — 18,127 © 0 1 
On ditto of 2.900,000l. 41. per cent. 
annuities, granted by 37 Gij. ty. T 
Rs. being the additional capital 
of 20l. per cent. on- the ſaid 
14,500,000). — — 76 0:9 
On the ſum of 5,920l. per annum, 
being 11. per cent. per ann. on the 
future actual value of 6s. per cent. 
r ann. on 14. oo, oool. granted 
5 act 37 Gij. tij. Rs. for 624 
years, at the end of 45 years. 
reckoning the ſame at zl. per 
cent. per ann. "> . 2,450 © 0 
On che capital ſtock of 3,669. 300l. a 
Imperial annuities, created in re- 
ſpeR of 1,620,000]. raiſed by act 
37 Gi. ti. ax RR. 
— — 416,466 15 10; 
To John Penn, Eſq. of Stoke Pogis, Berks, on his an- £4 "> A 
nuity of 3, oool. for 3 months, due 10th October 
1797 IS >. 0 
To Richard Penn, Eſq. of Queen Anne Street, Mid 
dleſex, on ditto of 1,000). for ditto — 250 © © 
To his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Clarence, o 
ditto of f 2,001. for ditto — 3,500 © © the 
To his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, on ditto 
of 14, oool. for ditto — — 3,500 © © 
To her Royal Highneſs the Ducheſs of York, on ditto 
of 4, oool. for ditto — 1,000 © 0 
To his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, on ditto 
of 65,0001. for ditto — 16,250 0 © 5 
To John Reeves, Eſq. Receiver of the ſeven Public ä 
Offices of Police in or near the metropolis, for the the 
more effectual adminiſtration of the office of a ] 
Juſtice of Peace | Sa 2,800 0 0 ton 
To George Atwood, Eſq. Inſpector of Tontine Cer- 
tificates, to detray certain expences attending the Hoy 
execution of an act zoth Geo. III. — — 350 © 0 was 
To the Clerk of the Hanaper in the Court of Chan- the; 
cery, towards defraying the charges for ſalaries and mio} 
allowances in that office, for one year ended 1oth S 
October 1797 _ — — — 2,663 12 6 chan 
To Thomas Marſham, Eſq. Secretary to the Com- cles 
miſſioners for iſſuing Exchequer bills to a limited ſelve: 
amount, by acts 35 and 37 Gij. tij. Rs. for expences theſe 
attending the execution of the ſaid acts == -_' ao 0 0 office 


V 
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To Robert Jennings, Eſq. to be by him diſtributed to Cf, a 
the ſeveral perſons who have been employed at the 
receipt of the Exchequer in making out and ſuing 
the ſaid Exchequer bills — 750 © © 


To pay off an cancel Exchequer bills made out pur- 
ſuant to an act 25 Geo. tij. Rs. — — 6,858 22 © 


To the Clerks in the office of the Clerk of the Pells, 
for their ſervice in executing the acts 29 Geo. tij. 
Rs. for granting annuities on lives, for 6 months, 
due 10th October 1797 


— — 440 0 0 


— 


TOTAL Charge on the Conſ::lidated Fund, for 
the quarter ended roth October 1797 4.304,838 19 5] 


SURPLUS of ditto for ditto 857,101 14 74 


Le 5,161,940 14 of 
Memorandum—'The above ſum of 857, 101l. 148. 75d. is to be applied as 


ollows: | 
To complete the ſum of 2,895.c00l. £o 4. d. 


granted out of the Conſolidated Fund 
for the ſervice of the year 1795 


In part of 2, ooo, oool. granted out ot 
the Conſolidated Fund for the ſervice 


a4 


204,296 18 7 


of the year 1797 _ 652,804 16 of 
ö C. 857,101 14 74 
, Exchequer, | 
1 the 14th day of November 1797. JAMES FISHER, 
b Dr” 
@ Monday, November 20. {30 
a The Houſe went into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Hobart in 11 
the chair. 4 
The SECRETARY AT WAR roſe to move the uſual reſolu- 1 
Q tons on the army eſtimates. He aid that before troubling the 48 
Houſe with any detail of the objects of the reſolutions which he 1 
5 Was about to propoſe, he ſhould take notice of one circumſtance in 2% 
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the army eſtimates of the preſent year, which, if not explained, 
might occaſion ſome embarraſſment. It would be ſeen that a 
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6 change had taken place in the eſtimates this year upon ſeveral arti- i a 
cles —a change which was not proportional to the articles them- bes! 
ſelves, This circumſtance was to be accounted for three ways; all 1 
9 theſe, however, originated in the increaſe of pay to the ſubaltern 
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This change has occaſioned an obvious increaſe of expence. Be. 
ſides this increaſe, a different allotment had taken place of the ar. 
ticles to which it applied. This circumſtance cauſed an obvious 
increaſe on the face of the eſtimate, becauſe ſeveral charges which 
it had been cuſtomary to claſs with the army extraordinaries were 
now provided for on eſtimate. This occaſioned an apparent rife in 
the eſtimate without any expence to the public, as there would be a 
proportional ſaving in the department to which the charges thus 
transferred formerly belonged. Notwithſtanding this increaſe on 
the face of the eſtimate, he was happy to ſtate to the Houſe, that 
compared with the eſtimates of laſt year, there was in the ſum total 
of both a ſaving this year to the amount of about 652,0001. But 
if the Houſe was deſirous to aſcertain the real difference of the ex- 
pence of laſt year and of the preſent, it would be neceſſary to take 
out of the eſtimate that ſum which laſt year was claſſed among the 
army extraordinaries. The amount of this ſum was 300,000, 
ſo that the difference on the face of the eſtimate, with this 
300,000l. amounted to 900,000l. This, however, was not all, 
Another change had taken place, arifing out of the increaſe of pay 
laſt year. Troops on foreign ſtations were furniſhed by. Govern- 
ment with proviſions, and on this account 2d. per day for each 
man was ſtopped, in conſequence of the new regulation of pay 6d. 
per man out of the pay of ſuch troops would revert to Government. 
The amount of the expence thus to be deducted, could not be ſtated 
with perfect accuracy, but as far as it could be calculated, it was 
with a good deal of confidence ſuppoſed, that it might amount to 
too, oool. making in all, with the former two articles cf 
65 2, oool. and 300,000l. a ſaving of about one million. Here, 
perhaps too, it might be neceſſary to mention another reduction 
which might be expected; in the eſtimate of the amount of guards 
and garriſons, it was well known that the ſtatement given was 
above what they were at the commencement of the year, though they 
might amount to the total ſtated by degrees, in the progreſs of the 
recruiting ſervice. From this it was evident, that the whole of 
the ſum calculated on the full eſtabliſhment would not be wanted. 
For this article then it was thought that the ſum of 1 oo, oool. 
might be cut off, and added to the amount of the ſaving already 
ſtated. It may be ſatisfactory to the Houſe likewiſe to ſtate, that 
there would be a ſaving in the foreign corps, although their not be- 
ing upon eſtimate, properly do not belong to this department. As 
the accounts upon the table ſhew the particular articles of expence 
in a manner much more clcar than any verbal ſtatement, it might 
be unncceſſary to enter into the details; he ſhould therefore only 
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ſtate the moſt prominent points for the ſatisfaction of ſuch gentle- 
men as might not find it convenient to examine the whole of the 
accounts. 

The whole of the regular force then would amount to 78,627 
men. "Theſe conſiſted of guards and garriſons, that is, the regular 
forces in Great Britain and the iflands of Guernſey and Jerſey, 
which amounted to 48,609 men, and of the troops in the planta- 
tions, including all other regular force except that in Ireland and 
the Eaſt Indies, making 30,018 men. The militia and fencibles 
had been a little reduced, and amounted to about 55,291 men. 
The fencible cavalry would bear ſome reduction, as ſeveral of them 
had been ſent to Ireland: theſe, however, amounted to about 
6,911 men, making in all of regular end irregular force 
140,829 men. 

On the other points he ſhonld only remark that it was expected 
that a conſiderable faving would take place on the head of recruit- 
ing contingencies. There was a little reduction on the head of ge- 
neral and ſtaff officers. Even wich the allowance of the extra 
feed there would be ſome reduction on the head of fencible cavalry, 
not as an abſolute gain to the public on this branch, becauſe part 
of it would be clafſed under a different department. With regard 
to ſupernumerary officers there would likewiſe be a ſaving there, be- 
cauſe it was intended that many of thoſe now on whole pay ſhould 
be put upon half pay. The next point was of leſs importance, but 
he ſhould take notice of it as a peculiarity in the eſtimate. It 
would be ſeen there was no change upon the War., office. In conſe- 
quence of the ſuggeſtion of the Committee of Finance, it was pro- 
poled to change the fees which had hitherto been received into fixed 
ſalaries. For his own part, however, he doubted whether this 
would be a real advantage to the public. He had always been of 
opinion, that buſineſs conſiſting of a great many ſmall particulars, 
would be much better done by conneQing it in ſome meaſure with 
an increaſe of pay to the performer, that the remuneration ſhould 
conſiſt partly in fixed ſalary, partly in fees, taking care, however, 
that the ſum of the fees ſhould not amount to a larger ſum than 
was neceſſary to furniſh a ſufficient motive to regular diligence and 
attention—that they ſhould be, as was the caſe in the War- 
office, of ſuch a nature as to prevent the danger of exaQion, 
and providing, as was not the caſe in the War. office, that they 
ſhould not rife beyond what was fit. What evils might ariſc 
from the change he ſhould not now argue; he was ſure that 
in the War-office the buſineſs would continue to be conducted with 
the uſual punctuality. Ile was not ſure, however, that this would 
Gg 2 | 


2 


* = * 


®. 
»» 
1 
15 
T 
", 
- 
# 
1A 
a5 
e 
. 
{= 
19 
* 
'% 
1: 
3 
bY. 
1 
4 wtf 
*. 
Fr 
15 
155 
81 
a 
= TO 


* 
ieee 


6X, x 25 * 
— * 4% * o *. = hn — 
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always be the calc. Perhaps in twenty years the buſineſs might not 
be managed with the ſame attention when the motive no longer 
exiſted, Though theſe evils might reſult from a new arrangement, 
yet the ſums ariſing from this quarter at preſent would be mere 
than was neceſſary for the higheſt rate of fixed ſalary. Whether 
the public would ultimately gain or loſe remained to be ſeen. It 
had been falſely repreſented, as it the amount of the fees at preſent 
was a permanent and a regular ſum. Nothing could be more cr— 
roneous. Tt depended upon peace or war, and varicd even during 
years of war. Whether the public was to gain or loſe therefote 
would depend upon the proportion of the periods of peace and war, 
At preſent the variation in the amount was at leaſt in the propor- 
tion of fifteen to one. Another article, the allowance to innkeepers, 
this year, would afford a reduction, as the ſum allotted laſt year for 
this object was rather more than was required. On the whole of 
the preſent eſtimate, the Houſe would fee with pleaſure that there 
would be a ſaving of at leaſt one million. He concluded with 
moving the firſt reſolution, relative to the amount of the troops 
under the denomination of guards and garriſons. 

The queſtion being put, 

General FITZPATRICK ſaid, that he did not mean to waſte 
his own time, or what was more important, the time of others, in 
remarks upon the eſtimates, which the Houſe of Commons had of 
late years been in the habits of voting as mere matters of courſe, 
But the ſubject to which he wiſhed to draw the attention of the 
Committee, or rather that of His Majeſty's Minifters, was ſtriétly 
within the buſineſs of wat day, being no other than to ſuggeſt a 
material, and in his mind, a beneficial alteration, in the conſtitution 
of the military force of theſe kingdoms. At preſent, he roſe to 
ſuggeſt a material alteration in the mode of recruiting the army. 
An addition of pay had been voted to the army for the purpoſe, as 
it was ſaid, of contributing to the comfort of the ſituation of our 
ſoldiers. He would venture to ſay, that if the regulation which he 
was about to ſuggeſt were adopted, it would be of infinitely more 
advantage to the ſervice, and contribute more to the comfort of 
the ſoldier, than any augmentation of pay ; while without any ad- 
dition to the public expence in would form a moſt important addi- 
tion to the national ſtrength and ſecurity. It has often been ob- 
ſerved, that in this country, where we boaſted of fo high a degree 
of liberty, the condition of the ſoldier was worſe than in any other 
place in Europe. Here the ſoldier was bound to ſerve for life. In 
other parts of Europe, the period of ſervice wis limited. When 
the circumſtances in which a man enters the ſervice, the time, the 
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mode, and ſometimes the culpable method employed to entrap men 
into the ſervice, which in ſome meaſure continued, notwithſtanding 
the laudable exertions uſed by the preſent illuſtrious Commander in 
Chief to diſcourage the practice, were conſidered, many reaſons 
would occur why the period of ſervice ſhould be fixed, and humanity 
would alone prompt us to embrace ſuch a meaſure. This idea 
was not new. He had voted for ſueh a meaſure twenty years ago, 
when brought forward by Colonel Barre, and then the period of 
ſervice was fixed at fix years. If that bill had then paſſed, he would 
appeal to the Houſe whether the nation would not now have felt a 
very great additional ſecurity in knowing that ther were ſpread 
over the country ſo many men accuſtomed to the uſe f arms. If 
humanity would prompt us to ſuch a meafure when w. viewed the 
ſtate of the ſoldier, it was a queſtion of policy when it was cc. "ered 
whether ſuch a regulation would be beneficial or injurious to tu 
ſervice. In his opinion it would tend to improve the army. When 
it was propoſed at the period alluded to, objections were urged 
againſt it, neither very numerous, nor, as he thoughr, very impor- 
tant. Theſe objeQions came, indeed, from profeſſional men, and 
this circumſtance probably had conſiderable weight with the Houſe. 
He begged leave to ſay, however, that in their opinion there might 
be ſome degree of prejudice. It was natural that Colonels of re- 
giments, who felt ſome pride in the appearance of their troops, 
might be unwilling to part with men to whom the credit they re- 
ceived was in part owing. It might be conſidered too as calculated 
to give additional trouble to the Adjutants in training the new re- 
cruits, Theſe conſiderations, however, were greatly over-balanced 
by the advantages with which the meaſure would be attended, He 


had already mentioned the advantage of having ſpread over the 


country a number of men accuſtomed to the uſe of arms. But 
even the army itſelf would be improved. The ſoldiers who were 
the moſt orderly, moſt attentive to their duty, moſt attached to the 
ſervice, thoſe who looked forward to promotion as non- commiſſioned 
officers, would remain, and thoſe only who were not attached ta 
the ſervice, would withdraw. It would tend likewiſe to render 
deſertion leſs frequent, the puniſhment of which, though neceffary 


tor the preſervation of the army, could not but be lamented by hu- 


manity. It would likewiſe diminiſh the frequency of ſevere pu- 
niſhments, which in the preſent conſtitution of the army, were ne- 
ceffary for its ſupport and diſeipline. All theſe conſiderations he 
merely ſuggeſted in order to induce His Majeſty's Miniſters to turn 
their attention to the ſubject. He had no intention himſelf of 
bringing forward any propoſition of the nature he had Rated. The 
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Nate of Parliament at preſent was not ſuch as could encourage him 
to take up the deſign. He ſhould like better, beſides, that His 
Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould take up the ſubject, becauſe if the regy. 
lation were adopted, they could beſt provide for its being carried 
into effect. He was not ſure even, whether a legiſlative meaſure 
was neceſſary. As the Conſtitution had placed the ariny under the 
management of the Crown, ſuch a mode of enliſting the men for 
a certain period, would obtain the object in view. Laſt war men 
had been raiſed upon the condition of ſerving three years, or three 
years and during the war. This mode was attended with ſome 
inconvenience, as the whole army became, in a manner, diſbanded 
at once: but this was owing to the words, „or at the end of the 
war,” which were improvidently added to the condition of their 
ſervice. Notwithſtanding this embarraſſment, Government at the 
end of laſt war, ftrialy kept its faith to the men enliſted upon theſe 
terms. For his own part, however, he ſhould prefer ſome legiſla- 
tive proviſion. In this he was confirmed by obſerving, that in 
ſome caſes to which he had called the attention of the Houſe, Go- 
vernment did not ſeem to have kept its faith with the men fo ſtrictly 
as was proper. It was not his intention to bring forward ſuch a 
meaſure when the Houſe was thinner than uſual, from cauſes which 
it was not neceſſary to diſcuſs at the preſent moment; knowing as 
he did the ſtate of Parliament, he was aware that it would be idle 
and nugatory to attempt any ſuch thing without the concurrence of 
His Majeſty's Miniſters. It was obſerved by Mr. Burke upon a 
certain occaſion, when he thought that Parliament had ſurrendered 
its functions to His Majeſty's Miniſters, that in ſuch a ſituation of 
affairs Parliament was a place where unimportant individuals had a 
right to confer with the Miniſters of a great Monarch. Of this 
right he now availed himſelf to ſuggeſt ro Miniſters what they 
might do with advantage to the country, and he earneſtly ſolicited 
their conſideration of the ſubject. 

The SECRETARY AT WAR thought that the meaſure ſug- 
geſted by the right honourable gentleman (General Fitzpatrick) 
was a meaſure fraught with conſiderable difficulties ; ; it was diffi- 
cult at all times to effect any change in the preſent conſtitution of 
the army ; but it would be a taſk arduous indeed to attempt it in 
time of war. Previous to his having come into the office over which 
he had the honour to preſide, the meaſure ſuggeſted now by the 
right honourable gentleman, or ſomething ſimilar to it, had often 
been in contemplation ; but it was always found attended with 
difficulties and obſtacles which it was not an eaſy matter to ſuf- 
mount. However motives of humanity,'and conſiderations of po- 
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li-y might induce him to incline to ſuch a mcaſure, he was not pre- 
pa or diſpoſed to pronounce what was his own opinion on the 
ſub +, much leſs could he ſtate what was that of others, who poſ- 
ſctfe much greater experience on that ſubje& than he could pretend 
to. For the preſent he would not take on him to ſay any thing, 
one way or the other he felt it, however, incumbent on him not to 
let the ſuggoſtion of the right honourable gentleman paſs by unno- 
ticed. After having faid ſo much, he would now beg leave to pro- 
ceed on the buſineſs he had opened. 

The following reſolutions were then moved and carried, viz. 

That a number of land forces, including five thouſand ſeven 
hundred. and ſixty- ſix invalids, not exceeding forty-cight thouſand 
ſix hundred and nine effective men, commiſſioned and non- commiſ- 
ſioned officers included, be employed for the vear 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one million ſix hundred and ninety- 
nine thouſand four hundred and fifty pounds ſeven ſhillings and 
thrce-pence, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of 
forty-cight thouſand ſix hundred and nine effective men, for guards, 
garriſons, and other His Majeſty's land forces in Great Britain, 
Jerſey, and Guernſcy, including the charge of the pay of commiſ- 
ſioned and non-commiſſioned officers, and private men, with the 
additional allowance to ſubalterns, &c. the charge of cloathing of 


non-commiſſioned ofhcers and private men; the charge of agency, 


and the charge of allowances to be made to captains, pav-maſters, 
riding- maſters, and ſerjeants, from the 25th day of December 
1797 to the 24th day of December 1798, both incluſive, being 
365 days. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one million and twenty-five thouſand 
five hundred and thirty-fix pounds ninetcen ſhillings and fix pence, 
be granted to His Majeſty, for maintaining His Majeſty's forces in 
the plantations, including thoſe ſerving at Gibraltar, in Portugal, 
and at the Cape of Good Hope, and a corps of foot in New South 
Wales, including the charge of the pay of the commiſſioned 
officers, non-commiſſioned officers, and private men, with the ad- 
ditional allowance to ſubalterns, &c. the charge of cloathing of the 
non-· commiſſioned officers and private men, the charge of agency, 
and the charge of allowances to be made to captains, pay-maſters, 
riding-maſters, and ſerjeants, from the 25th day of December 
1797 to the 24th day of December 1798, both incluſive, being 
365 days. | 

That a ſum, not exceeding ſeventy eight thouſand two hun- 
dred twenty-ſix pounds four ſhillings and three-pence, be granted 


to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the difference between 
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the Britiſh and Iriſh pay of fix regiments of foot for ſervice abroad, 
from the 25th day of December 1797 to the 24th Day of De- 
cember 1798, both incluſive, being 365 days. 

That a ſum, not exceeding twenty thouſand two hundred forty- 
faur pounds and one penny, be granted to His Majeſty, for defray. 
ing the charge of four troops of dragoons and fifteen companies of 
foot, ſtationed in Great Britain, for the purpoſe of recruiting the 
regiments ſerving in Eaſt India, from the 25th day of December 
1797 to the 24th day of December 1798, both incluſive, being 
365 days. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred and eighty thouſand 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of re- 
cruiting and contingencies for His Majeſty's land torces, and of ex- 
tra feed for the cavalry in Great Britain, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding eiglity- nine thouſand ſeven hundred 
twenty-three pounds nineteen ſhillings and three-pence, be granted 
to His Majeſty, for the pay of general and ſtaff officers, and officers 
of the hoſpitals, ſerving with the forces in Great Britain, . 
and Jerſey, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not excceding one million four hundred ſeventeen 
thouſand one hundred ſeventy-nine pounds ten ſhilling and five- 
pence, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
embodied militia in South Britain, and of ſeveral corps of fencible 
infantry in Great Britain, Jerſey, Guernſey, and the iflands of 
Scilly and Man, from the 25th day of December 1797, to the 
24 day of December 1798, both incluſive, being 365 days. 

That a ſum, not exceeding forty thouſand pounds, be granted to 
His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of contingencies for the em- 
bodied militia and corps of fencible infantry in Great Britain, for 
the year 1798. | 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred ſixteen thouſand two 
hundred and fixty-feven pounds three ſhillings and nine-pence, be 
granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of cloathing for 
the embodied militia in South Britain, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding four hundred and four thouſand five 
hundred and ſeventy pounds four ſhillings and one penny, be 
granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of ſeveral corps of 
fencible cavalry for ſervice in Great Britain, from the 25th day of 
December 1797 to the 24th-Day of December 1798, both in- 
eluſive, being 365 days. 


That a ſum, not exceeding twenty- five thouſand 8 be 


granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of extra feed for 
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the feveral corps of fencible cavalry in Great Britain, for the 
year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding thirty-three thouſand four hundred 
fixty-three pounds, thirteen ſhillings, and ten-pence, be granted to 
His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of full pay to ſupernumerary 
officers of His Majeſty's forces, including the officers of independent 
corps, and of draughted regiments, from the 25th day of Decem- 
ber 1797 to the 24th day of December 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred and eight thouſand five 
hundred eighty-two pounds fourteen ſhillings and ten-pence, be 
granted to His Majeſty, for the allowance to the Paymaſter General 
of His Majeſty's land forces; to the Commiſſary General of the 
Muſters ; to the Judge Advocate General; to the Comptrollers of 
the accompts of the army ; and for the amount of Exchequer fees 
to be paid by the Paymaſter General, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not excecding one hundred and forty thouſand 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
increaſed rates of ſubſiſtence to be paid to innkeepers, and others, 
on quartering ſoldiers, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred fixty-three thouſand 
eight hundred feventy-four pounds ſixteen ſhillings and eight- 
pence, bs granted to His Majeſty, upon account of the re- 
duced officers of His Majeſty's land forces and marines, for the 
vear 1798. : 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred ts pounds 
three ſhillings and four-pence, be granted to His Majeſty, for de- 
iraying the charge of allowances to the private gentlemen of the two 


troops of horſe guards reduced, and to the ſuperannuated gentle- 


men of the four troops of horſe guards, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one thouſand pounds, be granted to 
His Majeſty, on account of the ſeveral officers late in the ſervice of 
The States General, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding fifty. two thouſand five ates 
pounds, be granted to His Majeſty, upon account of the reduced 
officers of His Majeſty's Biitiſh American forces, for the 
year 1798, 

That a ſum, not exceeding ſeven thouſand five hundred pounds, 
be granted to His Majeſty, for deſraying the charge of allowances 
to ſeveral reduced officers of His Majeſty's Britiſh American forces, 
tor the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one million and ſeventy- three thou- 


ſand eight hundred and eighty-five pounds thirteen ſhillings and 
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nine-pence, be granted to His Majeſty, for the charge of the office 
of ordnance for land ſervice, for the year 1798. 

That a ſum, not exceeding five thouſand ſeven hundred and 
twenty-ſix pounds nine ſhillings and two-pence, be granted to His 
Majefty, for defraying the expence of ſervices performed by the 
office of ordnance for land ſervice, and not provided for by Parlia- 
ment in 1796. 

That a ſam, not excceding one hundred and fourteen thouſand 
eight hundred and fifty-five pounds eight ſhillings and fixpence, be 
granted to His Majeſty, for defraving the expence of ſervices per- 
formed by the office of ordnance for fea ſervice, and not provided 
for by Partiament in 17 796. 

That a ſum, not exceeding ninety- fix thouſand five hundred and 
ſeventy-one pounds four ſhillings and ten-pence, be granted to Hi 
Majeſty, for defraving the expence of ſervices performed by the 
office of ordnance for land ſervice, and not provided for by Parlia- 
ment in 1797. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT hangin in the bill for continuing the 
reſtrictions on the caſh-payments of the Bank, agreeably to the 
Minutes of the Council of the 26th February, 1797, including tie 
powers to alter and amend the proviſions of the act made i in the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament. 

The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time to-morrow it was alſo ordered to be printed. 

The Committee of Supply and Ways and Means were then de- 
ferred till Wedneſday, after which the Houte adjourned. 


Tueſday, November 21. 


Mr. WILBER FORCE BIRD brought in a bill for continuing, 
for a limited time, the late act for ſuſpending the acts of the 1 5th 
and 17th of his preſent Majeſty, for reſtraining the negotiation of 
ſmall promiſſory notes and bills of exchange. Read a firit time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply. The reſolutions were read and argeed to. 

Mr. ROSE moved, that the laſt Scotch diſtillery a& be read; 
which being done, he obſerved, that it would expire on the 26 of 
the enſuing month, and therefore it was neceſſary to conſider tl 
ſubje& without delay. When the act paſſed the laſt ſeſſion, it was 
agreed that the matter required a more comprehenſive 'attentio 


ing, 
5th 
n of 
ime, 


e of 


read; 
26 of 
r the 
t was 
>ntioN 


Nov. 21-] DEBATES. - 235 


than could then be given to it, and it was then expeRed that, in the 
courſe of the receſs, ſome information was to be had from Scotland 
upon the ſubject; no information, however, had arrived until re- 
cently, and he ſeared there had not yet been time ſufficient to inveſ- 
tigate the whole ot this very important but complicated ſubject. It 
ſhould, however, now be taken up, and therefore he moved, That 
the Houſe do to- morrow reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to conſider of the ſaid at. Ordered. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved the order of the day for the 
ſecond reading of the bill for continuing the reſtriction on the 
Bank. 

The bill was read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the preſent bill was conforma- 
ble to the laſt, except in the caſe of advancing to Government. It 
did not continue the reſtriction as to the mode of making advances 
in favour of Government. He had ſtated when he moved for 
leave to bring in the bill, that the mode of making ſuch advances 
were to be varied. As to the land and malt duties, the advances 
were to be made upon them as uſual ; but there was to be propoſed 
a Clauſe to be inſerted in the bill, empowering the Bank to make 
advances, ſuch as by a ſeparate act of Parliament might hereafter be 
declared to be neceſſary. This was the only variation from the 
former bill. | 

Major ELFORD obſerved, that as the ballot for a Committee 
to try the merits of the election for Newton, in Lancaſhire, ſtood 
for the Zoth inſtant, he was ſorry to ſay, he ſaw but little hope of 
there being a full Houſe on that day, for which the gentlemen who 
formerly fat vn the other ſide of the Houſe, were in ſome degree to 
blame. He doubtcd alſo, whether the parties would be ready, and 
therefore he moved, that the ballot be poſtponed until the 1 2th of 
December. 

Mr. TIERNEY difelaimed all acquaintance with either of the 
parties, but confeſſed he had a fellow- feeling for the petitioner, 
having been himſelf in a ſimilar ſituation ; if the inconvenience was 
great in his caſe, where the witneſſes reſided on the ſpot, how much 
greater mult it be in the preſent one, where they lived at a conſi- 
derable diſtance ! befides the fitting Member had an advantage over 
the petitioner ; the latter muſt go through his whole caſe, and ex- 
amine all his witneſſes before the former was called upon to an- 
lwer. Farther delay, therefore, could ſcarcely be neceflary for the 
ting Member, and exclufive of the accumulation of expence , 
might be eventually injurious to the petitioner 3 aged witneſſe 
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might die, or be diſabled by the fatigues of the firſt journey to un. 
dertake a ſecond, and their evidence touching the 1. ghts of electors 
could not be poſſibly ſupplied. Moreover, he apprehended the 
preſent motion would be a violation of Lord Grenville's act. His 
Lordſhip always difapproved of the interference of the Houſe in 
ſuch caſes, or, to uſe his own words of rials sf firength between the 
parties. Gentlemen had been pleaſed to make pointed obſervatiens 
on the thinneſs of the attendance on his fide of the Houſe, bur if 
they were to look at the thinneſs of their own, on a night too whicn 
thirteen or fourteen millions of the public money were voted away, 
there was no great reaſon to expect a ſufficient attendance on a bu- 
ſineſs of a private nature, at a period of the year particularly appro- 
priated to receſs, and when Members were very naturally anxious to 
retire to the country, 

Colonel STANLEY and Mr. PIERPOINT fpoke a few 
words on the ſame ſide. After which the gallery was cleared for 
the Houſe to divide; but Major Elford having withdrawn his mo- 
tion, no diviſion took place, | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
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Wedneſday, November 22. 


— — 


As ſoon as the Houſe had finiſhed hearing the pleadings in a 
Scotch cauſe, ; 

The Earl of MOIRA offered himſelf to the notice of the Houſe, 
It is impoſſible, my Lords, (he began by ſaying) for any man to 
lo- k at the ſituation of the country at this time, and not attempt to 
alleviate the misfortune under which it labours. It is impoſſible 
for me to avoid once more ealling your Lordſhips' attention to the 
difficulty and danger of the preſent eriſis. My Lords, fince we 
met laſt ſeſlion, therc has been a material alteration in the affairs of 
this kingdom. "The negotiation with France being broken off, is 
an event which may be productive of little ſhort of the deſtruction, 
not only of- this, but of the ſiſter country. I wiſh your Lordſhips 
to look forward to what muſt be the inevitable conſequence of 3 
farther continuance of the war with France, and what muſt be the 
fi-uatian of the country, if we are to proceed upon ſuch a ſyſtem of 
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expenditure as is neceſſary to carry on ſuch a war. It would have 
been natural tor Miniſters to have made proviſion for enabling us 
the better to carry on the war upon the failure of the negotjation, in 
ſuch a manner as to have had the proſpect of bringing it to a ſpeedy 
iſſue. Inſtead of which i wiſh to aſk you whether we do not 
and upon a defenſive war, which it perſevered in for one year 
more mult be ruindus to the country? Let us reflect upon the 
events that have happened fince we met laſt. We have gained a 
decided victory over one of our enemies. Great, certainly, and 
ſplendid is that victory: and far be it from me to attempt to lefſen 
its importance or to diminiſh its ſplendour. But what, my Lords, is 
the real effect that has retulted from it? It has parried a danger. 
It has removed, as every one of your Lordſhips muſt allow, a miſ- 
chief that was apprehended. But are we to lit with our arms 
acroſs and do nothing more? Are we, in ſuch a ſtate of affairs as 
the preſent ; a fituation in which, ſo embarraſſed are our finances 
confeſſed to be, that we are told new and extraordinary meaſures of 
finance muſt be had recourſe to; are we, I ſay, in ſuch a ſtate of 
affairs, to confine ourſelves to this? My Lords, it the object of the 
enemy be, as it has been repreſented, to ſubvert the Conſtitution of 
the Country, you ſhould, in order to defeat that object, call forth 
the beſt blood, the heart and ſpirit of the country. Is there any 
part that has reaſon to be diſſatisfied, we ſhould give it the bleſſings 
and benefits of the Conſtitution : not, my Lords, in form, not in 
words merely, but in ſubſtance and in fact. It is admitted on all 
hands that the danger is imminent and extreme. What ought we 
to do to enable us to meat it? I have, my Lords, obſerved with 
ſenſations of ſurprize, that a kind of conſciouſneſs has been pro- 
feſſed of ſome inattention in calling forth all the vigour and re- 
ſources of the country - I have ſeen a ſtatement which I have a 
right to conſider as a correct one, in which one article ſtated is the 
probability of a ſupply being wanted for the ſervice of Ireland. My 
Lords, in ſuch a contelt as we are engaged in, a conteſt whoſe cha- 
racter and complexion are ſuch as His Majeſty's Minitters have de- 
ſcribed them to be, I am aftoniſhed that any part of the kingdom 
ſhould be ſuffered to hang like a dead weight upon the country. 
Your Lordſhips have heard the boaſts that have been held forth 
of the flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce, of the increaſe of our 
exports, and of the vait ſuperiority which we poſſeſs over every 
other nation in the world, We know the nature of our merchants, 
their liberality, their generoſity, and their public ſpirit ; we know 
that they wauld ſcorn to enjoy benefits at the expence of any part of 
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the empire. Yet what is the ſituation of the trade of Ireland! 
Deſponding, drooping, and diſtrefled ; her labourers in penury, 
her manufacturers ſubſiſting upon public charity. Look at the 
condition of the manutacturers of Dublin. Your Lordſhip 
know that twenty-ſeven thouſand have been kept by the bounty of 
the public from periſhing, with want. Look at other parts of lie. 
land. I myſelf know that the manufaQures of Newry are almoſt 
ſtopt. Good God! my Lords, whence does this evil arife ? While 
vou are boaſting of the increaſe of the Britiſh trade, how happen: 
it that Ireland is reduced to a ſtate of beggary f What does it pro- 
ceed from, but from the internal ſtate cf that kingdom? is not 
this country then bound to inquire into and examine the evil—to 
aſcertain its operation and effect, and to applv a remedy to it? 
That the evil exiits, I have-the moſt convincing evidence. When 
J troubled your Lordſhips with my obſcrvations upon the ſtate of 
Ireland laſt year, I ſpoke upon documents certain and inconteſtible, 
I addreſs you, upon this day, my Lords, upon documents equally 
ſure and ſtable. Before God and my country J ſpeak of what ! 
have ſeen myſelf. But in what 1 ſhall think it neceſſary to ſay 
upon this ſubjeR, I feel that I muſt take grounds of a reſtriQive 
nature. It is not my intention to ſelc& any individual in order to 
adduce a charge againſt him. It is not my wiſh to point a preju- 
dice againit any one. What I have to ſpeak of, are not ſolitary 
and iſolated meaſures, not partial abuſes, but what is adopted as 
the ſyſtem of Government. I do not talk of a caſual ſyſtem, but 
of one deliberatcly determined upon, and regularly perſevered in. 
When we hear of a military government, we muſt expect exceſſes, 
which are not all, I acknowledge, attributable to the government; 
but theſe J lay out of my contideration. I will ſpeak only of the 
excefles that belong to, and proceed from, the ſyltem purſued by 
the adminiſtration of Ireland. I am aware it may be urged that 
a ſtatement, ſuch as I am about to lay before your Lordſhips, is 
calculated to interfere too much with the internal Government of 
the Siſter Kingdom. In anſwer to this aſſertion, I would, if ne- 
ceſſary, begin by laying it down as an incontrovertible opinion, 
that we have fo direct a concern and connexion with Ireland, that 
any error of Government in that country, is a fit ſubje& for our 
attention; and if circumſtances required it, for an addreſs to His 
Majeſty for the removal of the Chief Governor. My Lords, this 
obſervation applies not, in any manner, to the preſent Lord Lieu- 
tenant ; on the contrary, I will pay him the tribute which I think 
duc to him, that to much private worth and honour, his Lordſhip 
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adds, I believe, very ſincere wiſhes for the happineſs of the king- 
dom which has been placed under his Government. But I con- 
ceive that he has adopted a very unfortunate and deſtructive ſyſtem. 
| will not, on the preſent occalion, enter into a detail of the heart- 
burnings which have produced the preſent difcontents, and have 

xeduced Ireland to her preſent calamitous fituation, I may diſcuſs 
them eiſewhere. Flere it will be ſufficient, my Lords, to lament 
and deplore them. But in lamenting them, I will ſtate, that to 
my conviction theſe diſcontents have ariſen from too miſtaken an 
application of ſeverities. Putting that conſideration, however, out 
of the queſtion, I will refort to this argument : ſuppoſe there have 
deen grounds ſufficicnt for theſe ſeverities—another queſtion. will 
then ariſe upon the policy of them. My Lords, I have ſeen in 
Ircland the moſt abſurd, as well as the moſt difguiting, tyranny 
that any nation ever groaned under. I have been myſelf a witneſs 
of it in many inſtances. I have ſeen it practiſed and unchecked ; 
and the effects that have reſulted from it have been ſuch as I have 
ſtated to your Lordikips. I have faid, that if ſuch a tyranny be 
perſevered in, the confequence mult inevitably be the deepeſt and 
mot univerſal diſcontent, and even hatred, to the Engliſh name. 
| have ſeen in that country a marked diſtinction made between the 
Englith and Iriſh. I have ſeen troops that have been ſent full of 
this prejudice, that every inhabitant in that kingdom 1s a rebel to 
the Britiſh Government, I have ſeen the moſt wanton inſults 
practiſed upon men of all ranks and conditions. I have ſeen the 
moſt grievous oppreſſion exerciſed, in conſequence of a preſump- 


tion that the perſon who was the unfortunate object of ſuch oppreſ- 


ſion, was in hoſtility to the Government; and yet that has been 
done in a part of the country as quiet ani as free from diſturbance 
as the City of London. Who ſtates theſe things, my Lords, 
ſhould, I know, be prepared with proofs. I am prepared with 
them. Many of the circumſtances I know of my own knowledge, 
others J have received from ſuch channels as will not permit me to 
heſitate one moment in giving credit to them. In the firſt place, 
perhaps, I might as well paſs over that which probably will make 
no impreſſion now. But I recollect, that from education and 
early habits, we uſed to conſider the curfew as a badge of ſervitude 
and oppreſſion. The curfew, my Lords, exiſts at this moment 
in the North of Ireland; and perſons muſt put out their fires and 
candles at a particular hour. The curfew, perhaps, if diſcuſſed 
_ may be treated as a wholeſome and uſeful regulation, fit to 

be adopted. I have known an. inſtance of a party knocking at 
the door of a perſon's houſe, and inſiſting, with much abuſive lan- 
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guage, and many inſults, upon the candles and fires being imme. 
diately put out. I have known the maſter of the houſe intreat, 
with much earneſtneſs, that he might be permitted to keep a candle 
alight, for his child was in convulſion fits, and the mother was 
hanging over the infant to adminiſter the neceſſary aſſiſtance. "The 
party, however, ſtill accompanying their commands with much in- 
fult, inſiſted that the light ſhould be put out!!! But this circum- 
ſtance, I ſee, excites a ſmile in a noble Lord oppoſite to me; but 
perhaps unintentionally. I proceed now to more ſerious ſubjects. 
There is not one man, my Lords, in Ircland, who is not liable 
to be taken out of his houfe, at any hour, either of the day or 
night, to be kept in a rigorous confinement, reſtricted from all 
correſpondence with the perſons who have the management of 
his affairs, be treated with mixed ſeverity and infult, and yet never 
know the crime with which he is charged, nor the ſource from 
whence the information againſt him proceeded. I can furniſh 
proofs, my Lords, of many inſtances, in which ſuch eruelty has 
been exerciſed upon individuals. I therefore ſay, that there is no 
man who is not expoſed to fuch oppreſſion; and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe the conſtant tone of menace held out, informs him that the 
very perſons who uſe it, may put their threats in practice againſt 
him. Your Lordſhips have hitherto deteſted the inquifition. In 
what did that horrible inſtitution differ from the ſyſtem purſued in 


Ireland? By the inquifition, a man was liable to be torn from bis 


family and friends; his affairs might be ruined, himſelf and his 
children reduced to beggary, yet no crime might be advanced again! 
him to juſtify the practice of ſuch ſcveritv ; and it he required to be 
confronted with his accuſer, that firſt principle of all juſtice, that 
right which every man may claim; if, I ſay, he made this de- 
mand, it was denied him; and he was left to groan in priſon, under 
the dreadful uncertainty of the length of his confinement, and of 
his ultimate fate. Such, we are taught to believe, were the hor— 
rible practices of the inquiſition. It may be ſaid, by thoſe who 
diſtinguiſh between the ſyſtem purſued in Ireland and the practices 
of the inquilition, that I have forced a compariſon, becauſe the 
torture has not been uſed in Ireland. What will your Lordſhips 
ſay, when I inform you that the torture has actually been practiſed 
in the cafes of the perſons of whom I have been ſpeaking? Men 
indeed have not been put to the rack in Ireland, becauſe that hor- 
rible engine was not at hand. But I do know inſtances of men 
being picketed ; a mode of puniſhment aboliſhed in this country 
for ſome time, on account of its too great ſeverity. I know of 
men in Ireland being picketed till they fainted. When they reco- 
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vered, picketed again till they fainted — recovered again, and again 
picketed, till they tainted a third time; and this in order to ex- 
tort from the tortured ſufferers a confeſſion, either of their own 
guilc, or of the guilt of their neighbours!!! But I can even go 
farther — men have been half-hanged, and then brought to lite, 
in order, by the fear of having that puniſhment repeated, to in- 
duce them to confeſs the crimes with which they have been char- 
ged!! Good God! what muſt the general feeling be in a nation 


where fuch meaſures are adopted? My Lords, I could go much 


farther, but I chooſe to veil ſome of the moſt atrocious parts. 
Theſe acts, which I have ſtated to your Lordſhips, have been done 
ſo publicly, that I cannot but conſider them as belonging to the 
ſyſtem which has been adopted. They have been done in open 
day and if you do not hear the recitals of them from the newſ- 
papers of Ireland, it is becauſe they are not publiſhed, from the 
fear of the publiſhers being expoſed to the vengeance of the Go- 
vernment if they did publith them. I know that authenticated re- 
lations of the moſt oppreſſive conduct have been refuſed inſertion 
in the Iriſh newſpapers on this account. The printer ſays, “ what 
puniſhment hangs over me if I do inſert them?“ What happened 
to the printers of the Northern Star? A party of troops went in 
broad day and deſtroyed the whole property, types and every thing 
belonging to the paper. I enter not now into the nature of the 
articles inſerted in that publication ; but ſurely there were laws 
ſufficient for the puniſhment of the publiſhers of that paper; for 
the criminal code of Ireland is more ſevere than any I have heard 
of, "The laws, therefore, as I have before ſaid, were ſufficient 
for the purpoſe. But the deſtruction of the property by the mili- 
tary, was done in order to check animadverfions in other papers 
upon the conduct of Government; becauſe every thing is pledged 
upon the ſueceſs of this wild and frantic ſyſtem. Your Lordſhips 
have heard of a proclamation confeſſedly illegal, requiring the ſur- 
render of all arms from a free people. A man reared and educa- 
ted in an opinion that the Conſtitution allows every man to keep 
arms for his defence, and that nothing ſhort of an a& of Parlia- 
ment can deprive him of that right, might heſitate in bringing in 
his arms. What is the puniſhment? It is a contumacy, for 
which perhaps there might be ſome puniſhment, of a moderate 


nature however. Yet what is the recogniſed and the regular pu- 


niſhment in Ireland? A party of the military may go and burn 
his houſe, and totally deftroy his property: I know of inſtances 
where this has been practiſed, becauſe the diſtrict in which the 


Property has been ſituated, has not brought in ſuch a number of 
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arms as it was conceived were contained in the diſtrict. The 
eſtimation of the quantity which ought to be ſurrendered muſt ref 
entirely, your Loruſhips will ſee, upon looſe and vague grounds. 
Now, my Lords, with theſe facts before you, I appeal to your 
hearts, what mult be the ſentiments of a country where ſuch out- 
rages daily happen, and where conſtant threats, menaces and in- 
ſults, make every mar. apprehend that he may be the victim of 
ſuch oppreſſion? Is it under theſe circumſtances that we are to go 
on with a war, not for an Iſland, nor for a Cape, but a war which 
we are told is for the ſalvation of the Government of the Country: 
Do not you fee, that by ſuch a ſyſtem you place in the hands of th: 
enemy an engine the moſt forcible as well as the moſt fatal? Can 
any thing be more formidable than a ſtatement ſuch as J have laid 
before you? Upon the accuracy of it, my Lords, it is the deareſt 
with of my heart to be examined before the Privy Council, or at 
the bar of this Houſe. I know, indeed, that thoſe who now ra- 
ther doubt the expediency of the meaſures that have been purſued, 
think it too late to alter them, and that the ſecurity of property 
ſtands en no other chance but the ſucceſs of the ſyſtem that has been 
adopted. My opinion is directly the contrary : I declare ſolemnly, 
that I think the moment for conciliation is not paſt. I think that 
Ireland may yet be faved ; but it can only be by an immediate 
change of meaſures—by holding forth oblivion of miſichicts on bot! 
fides, by an aſſurance that the law ſhall be adminiſtered ſtrictly, 
without reſpect to perſons, and with a fair and juſt intention <> 
proted ing every man in the enjoyment of thoſe rights to which, it 
he be under no legal diſability, he ſhould, without making any 
religious diſtinctions, be held eligible. I wiſh ſome little atten- 
tion to be paid, my Lords, to the concluſion I have drawn. i 
declare ſolemnly, that if you go on a little longer in the preſent 
ſvitem, oll hope is loſt of ſeeing Ireland connected five years long 
with the Britiſh Empire. I was going, my Lords, to take 4 
larger ground; but what I was about to ſtate might, perhaps, net 
be policy. We have tried this ſyſtem of coercion long enough. | 
entreat your Lordſhips and His Majeſty's Miniſters to inform 
themſelves of the effect that has reſulted from it. I ſhould be 
happy, my Lords, to be convinced, that during its continuance 
the numbers of United Iriſhmen have diminiſhed. But I do al- 
ſert this not to be caſe; and my conviction has been ſtrengthened 
by intelligence that has been received from the South of Ireland. 
If this be the fact, would it not be wiſe and prudent to try ano- 
ther ſyſtem. I am willing to give all the merit due to the novelty 
of the meaſures that have been adopted. The inventive facultic 
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of the authors of them have been extraordinary indeed; they found 
a throbbing ſore, and to allay the pain and irritation, they applied 
a bliſter to it. That is the true deſcription of the ſyſtem that has 
been purſued with reſpect to Ireland. You fay the Iriſh are inſen- 
fible of the benefits of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and you withhold 
all thoſe benefits from them. You goad them with harſh and 
cruel puniſhments, and a general infliction and inſult are thrown 


upon the kingdom. I have ſeen, my Lords, a conquered country - 


held by military force: but never did I fee, in any conquered 
country, ſuch a tone of inſult as has been adopted by Great Bri- 
tain towards Ireland. It is not my intention to make any motion 
upon the ſubject. My object is, to ſubmit it to the conſideration 
of Government. I have made a laſt ctforrt. I acquit mv con- 
ſcience. I have done my duty, and I leave it to His Majeſty's 
Miniſters to reflect upon the fats I have ſtated to them. If I 
have not entered ſufficiently into detail; it J have veiled many 
cireumſtances, it is becauſe I have been reſtrained by motives of a 
prudential nature. If His Majeſty's Miniſters, however, are de- 
firous of any information which I can give them; if they conceive 
that ſuch information may be uſeful, I ſhall be extremely willing 
to communicate it to them. If they ſhould think otherwiſe, I 
thall ſtill be of opinion that I have diſcharged what I ſhall ever 
conceive to be the ſtrongeit duty. Whatever be the effect it may 
produce on their minds, no blame, my Lords, can be imputed 
to me. 

Lord GREN VILLE in reply ſaid, that he felt it a matter of no 
imall delicacy and difficulty, and he was confident that the gene- 
rality of their Lordſhips mult participate in the ſame feelings with 
him, to attempt entering on the queſtion which the noble Lord had 
thought proper to introduce, or the vague grounds and iſolated facts 
upon which it was endeavoured to be ſupported, Indeed the noble 
Lord ſeemed fully aware of his own deficiency in that reſpect, and 
appeared to be under the necethity of acknowledging it in the very 
ſentence with which he thought proper to cloſe his ſpeech. The 
noble Lord hefitated, or was undecided, as to the manner in which 
he ought to proceed; nor could he bring himſelf to frame any ſpe- 
cific propoſition, or bring forward any direct motion on the ſubject. 
Nor ſhould the noble Lord's heſitation and indecifion excite any 
ſurpriſe: the diſcuſſion which he ſcemed deſirous to produce could 
ſurely be attended with no one profitable advantage; it was, on the 
contrary, a diſcuſſion evidently pregnant with mighty miſchief ; nor 
Was there any evil or calamity which, in his mind, it was not 
likely to produce. He would not, therefore, treſpaſs long on the 
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patience of their Lordſhips, nor would he attempt at confirming 
the judgement which he was ſure they muſt have already formed on 
the matter, by any claborate detail of obſervations, the nature and 
cogency of which muſt already have been anticipated by the mind 
of every noble Lord. 

He would firſt, however, advert to an expreſſion which the noble 
Lord had thought proper to make uſe of, viz. That it was, no 
doubt, folemn and decorous in the Houſe to have acquieſced in the 
ſtatements made by them of the poſture of public affairs, and of 
the cauſes that broke off the late attempt at a pacification. This 
was by no means the motive of their acquieſcenee: it was the re- 
ſult of their beſt judgement, of their mo mature conſideration, of 
their moſt intimate conviction. But this was not a ſubject now 
open tor diſcuſſion. He would ſtill, however, perſevere in aſſert— 
ing that the country was in poſſeſſion of ample means, energies, 
and reſources, which a free and independent people would Know 
how to call forth and exert : however oppolite miglit be the picture 
which gloomy imaginations might be inclined to delineate, tending 
ſolely to diffuſe deſpondency and deſpair ; while they would humble 
to the duſt the pride and honour of the nation, and degrade it from 
the high rank and merited diſtinction which it has long held, and 
ſtill continues to hold, in the eyes of Europe and of the world; 
to maintain that rank, and to preſerve unimpaired that diſtindion, 
we have as yet, thank God, abundant means, and there was nv 
thinking and well-diſpoſed man who had not, he truſted, ſufficient 
ſpirit and reſolution to employ them. How contrary to this was 
the opinion this night held out to your Lordfhips! We are told 
that, ſhould the war be protracted for another year, its ſure conſz- 
quence muſt he the utter ruin of the country—an opinion ſo di 
heartening and unfounded he hoped none of their Lordſhips would en- 
tertain, and that all of them could eaſily refute. For his part he ws 
fully ſatisfied that we had means and reſources abundantly ſufficient 
to proſecute the conteſt, not only for one year, but to the utmolt 
extent which the imagination of any man can ſuppoſe the enemy 
wiil be tempted to purſue it on the preſent grounds, and with their 
preſent defigns, which aim at nothing leſs than the deſtruction of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, the downfal of the Throne, the extinction 
of Monarchy, the annihilation of our commerce, and the introduc- 
tion of the Genius of French Liberty, with all its concommitant 
train of horrors. To fruſtrate and confound theſe frantic attempts, 
theſe raſh and inſolent deſigns, we are conſcious of poſſeſſing ever) 
adequate means, not only when we view the ſtate of our financial 
reſources, but alſo when we call back our attention, which ve 
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muſt frequently do with gratitude and ſatisfaction to the late bril- 
liant victory, which nearly outſhines the moſt ſplendid of all our 
naval exploits. Such was his idea of the ſignal advantages which 
muſt naturally attend this glorious and deciſive triumph, though it 
does not ſeem to be conſidered in the fame ſalutary point of view by 
the noble Lord (Lord Moira), nor productive of the decifive ad- 
rantages whicl, however, may be juſtly and fafely ſaid to reſult 
from it. 

But be our ſituation what it may, be it more or leſs expoſed to 
difficulty and danger, what does it admonith us to do, but cordially 
to unite in the ſupport and defence of our Conſtitution, as the only 
means to ward off the fatal blow which the inveterate animoſity of 
our bittereſt enemy is meditating againſt it. For the neceſſity of 
this general concurrence, he appealed not only to England, but to 
every branch and member of the Britiſh Empire, whoſe individual 
intercſt and ſafety, as well as the intereſt and ſafety of the public, 
muſt depend on this fincere and cordial co-operation. He was far 
from being able to diſcern what ſhould alienate the affections of 
Ireland, or indiſpoſe her from uniting in this general co- operation. 
That ſuch, however, was her preſent diſpoſition, ſeemed to be 
more than inſinuated by the noble Lord, who ſecms diſpoſed to 
accuſe Government of being hoſtilely inclined towards the ſiſter 
kingdom, and eager to keep up in it a ſyſtem of coercion. He 
might, however, confidently appeal to their Lordſhips generally 
and individually, if it had not becn on all occafions the uniform 
diſgoſition of Government to adopt the very oppoſite conduct, and 
tiztat no time have they abandoned a ſyſtem of conceſſion and con- 
ciliation; nor has this temper and diſpoſition been diſplayed and 
added on in a few inſtances only, or for a ſhort ſpace of time; but 
for the whole ſpace of thirty years has His Majeſty's Government 
been diſtinguiſhed by the fame uniform tenderneſs of regard, by 
the fame undeviating adherence to the mild principles of a conci- 
liatory ſyſtem. Indeed the whole of that period is throughout dif- 
eriminated and endeared by uncealing acts on the part of His 
Majeſty, of love, favour, liberality, and kindneſs. Among theſe 
various inſtances of conceſſion and conciliation exhibited by this 
country towards Ireland, he might advert to the eſtabliſhing of its 
Parliament into an independent Legiſlature, and a wide extenſion 
of its commercial privileges. He was not therefore diſpoſed to go 
to the extent of ſaving that we had any pretenſions for watching 
over the ſafety of Ireland by our Legiſlature. This was the buſi- 
neſs and duty of its own Parliament ; and what idea muſt that 
Parliament, whoſe independence we have ſanctioned, conceive of 
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our proceedings, ſhould we entertain a diſcuſſion like the preſent, 
or any motions that can ſeem to interfere with the independeney of 
that Legiſlature? He would now, therefore, contend, as he had 
on a former occation, that the agitation in this Houſe of any queſ- 
tion ſimilar to that which the noble Lord ſeems ſolicitous to agitate, 
would be an undue interference in a matter folely belonging to the 
internal Government of licland, and that ſuch an interference 
might be juſtly regarded as a manifeſt breach of a ſolemn compact. 
This being his firm and decided opinion of the impropriety of any 
ſuch interference on the part of this Houſe, he would no longer 
dwell on the arguments which the noble Lord had urged to prove 
the propriety and neceſſity of adopting it. He would theretore now 
proceed to M hat furpriſed him ſtill more, the general ſtatement of 
the crucltics which tlc noble Lord aſſerted had marked this ſyſtem 
of coercion which hc. ſo bitterly inveighs againſt, and which, he 
inſinuates, is principally promoted and adted on by the Britiſh 
military. But it was no diitcult matter, nor to him an unpleaſing 
taſk, to vindicate the Britiſh military from any imputation of the 
kind; for if any country was peculiarly diginguiſhe -d for humane 
and generous feelings, he was proud to ſay, for he could jay it 
with truth, that humanity and gogd- nature were the charaQeriſtic 
features of the Engliſh Git poſition. That there might be indivi- 
dual exceptions derogatory from this general diſpoſition, he would 
not pretend to ſay; but if ſuch exceties had been perpetrated, were 
there no courts of juſtice? Were there not laws and tribunals open 
to the complaints of thole who are ſaid to have been fo cruelly 
treated, where their complaints would have been liſtened to, and 
their grievances redreſſed? Indecd if a ſyſtem fo rigorous and 
cruel had been purſued, it muſt naturally be reſented by a ſpirited 
and independent pcople. But what was the object for which theſe 
troops were ſent over? Were they not ſent over to overawe and 
counteract the machinations of a fet of men who were plotting the 
deſtruction of their country, and favouring the deſigns of our moſt 
inveterate enemy? If againſt ſuch men they have at times been 
incited to acts of harthneſs and ſeverity ; if they had been occa- 
fionally warmed into a ſenſe of indignation that broke out into in- 
ſults and outrages, he has read but little in the hcart, or hiſtory of 
mankind, in whom it would excite ſurprize. What more natural 
than that a large body of men ſhould feel indignant and enraged 
ainſt the abettors of a conſpiracy to deliver up the country to the 
Ficnch invader ?—and that ſuch a conſpiracy has and does exiit 
had alrcady bcen fully proved beyond the poſſibility of a doubt. 
Has it rot been proved in courts of juſtice that money had been 
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diſtributed to hire aſſaſſins in order to murder thoſe who are ſuppoſed 
to be inimical to their traitorous plans, and to intimidate all wit- 
neſſes from coming forward to give evidence againſt them, and 
deter juries from giving in a conſcientious verdict * Do they not 
hang the ſame terrors over the heads of the judges and magiſtrates 
to ſcare them from the performance of their ſacred duty ? Is this 
a ſyſtem which can be viewed with the cool compoſure, with the 
deliberate circumſpection of civil prudence ? Impoſſible : it cannot 
be---and if it inſtigates ſome fpirited individuals to acts of outrage 
and of cruclty, thoſe crimes and eruelties are imputable to thoſe 
only, by whoſe daring and unprincipled conduct they are naturally 
provoked. Keen, notwithſtanding, muſt be the regret which ſuch 
unwarrantable revenge muſt here excite in every humane and bene- 
volent breaſt. The fame ſenſations muit be awakened in hearts 
of a ſimilar ſenſibility in Ireland; and hcre he would heartily 
join in the tribute of praiſe paid by the noble Lord to the preſent 
Governor Gencral of Ireland. He held him dear as his friend, 
but it was not the partiality of friendſhip, but juſtice to the merits 
of the man that prompted the praiſe he was ready to beſtow on 
him. No public man, placed in fo trying and fo critical a fitua- 
tion, has ever diſplayed more exemplary moderation in the diſcharge 
of a painful duty; no public man has ever more Zzealouſly exerted 
himſelf for the benctit and happineſs of the people over whom he 
had been ſent to rule: but if his benevolent cxertions were defeated 
by thoſe whom he would willingly protect, if rigorous meaſures 
were neceffarily purſued, no blame could furely be imputed to him; 
the circumſtances of the country required it, and if any partial 
ibutes did exitt, we had only to lament them. 

He could not, therefore, ſee what utility could be derived from 
the removal of a perſon, whoſe conduct, in every reſpect, was 
tnus highly commendable, - and whofe oniy care ſeemed to be a juſt 
and punQual exccution of the laws. He would again repeat it, 
that if any abuſe attended the fſvitem which the Government of 
Ireland had adopted, the laws were open to grant redreſs, and juſ- 
tice ready to inſſict puniſhment. Uiere ought, therefore, to at- 
tach no imputation on the charaRer and conduct of the Britiſh mi- 
litary. Individuals, it is true, might fometimes proceed to unwar- 
rantable lengths, but the whole body thould not, therefore, be aſ- 
peried for endeavouring to diſcharge the painful tatk which had been 
impoſed on them. Nor ouglit it to be torgotten that it is not the 
Envliſh military who folely act on thoſe lamentable occaſions: 
Are not many of the nobility and gentry of Ireland actively em- 
ployed in the ſame fervice—mutt they not naturally feel infinite 
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regret at being driven to meaſures of violence? And what motive 
can be ſuppoſed to actuate their conduct, but their anxiety to fe. 
cure the general ſafety ? But this is an object which can never be 
compaſſed by the ſyſtem recommended by the noble Lord. On 
the contrary, it would only tend to ſtain and vilify the character 
of Government, and bring all its meaſures into contempt and 
diſgrace. The contrary ſyſtem muſt therefore be perſevered in, 
and to the ſpirited exertions of the Engliſh military, will be due 
the preſervation of Iriſh laws, of Iriſh property, 2n4 of Iriſh lives; 
for by their exertions only can thoſe laws be kept anaviolated by lj. 
centiouſneſs, and thoſe lives reſcued from the dagger of atſaſſins. 
And what again was the object of the conſpiracy which their en- 
dea vours are daily exerted to baffle and to cruſh * Is not the ob- 
ject which they have uniformly purſued, and undiſguiſedly avowed 
—a ſeparation of Ireland from the Britiſh empire? Can it be 
doubted for a moment, if we recur to the manifeſt proofs of the 
exiſtence of ſuch a deſign exhibited to us by the Reports of the 
Secret Committees of both Houſes of Parliament in Ireland? 

And as to the liberty of the preſs, to what horrid abuſes has it 
not been converted? He now held in his hand a printed paper, the 
contents of which were too ſhocking to be read ;—it would ſuffice 
to ſay that its avowed object was to point out innocent men to the 
poignards of aſſaſſins. It contained a liſt of the names of thoſe, 
who, at a future period, were to be murdered. It loads his Ma- 
jeſty with the moit opprobious epithets, and reviles the Engliſh 
Nation with every term of contumely : it holds it out to be the 
duty of every Iriſhman to wreſt from the hand of Engliſh ruffians 
the property which thoſe Engliſh ruftians have wreſted from their 
anceſtors. This your Lordſhips will doubtleſs perceive is no ob- 
ſcure or ambiguous language; it pretty clearly developes their fe- 
vourite project of ſcparating Great Britain and Ireland, an object 
which has been ſuggeſted by France, and of which France is de- 
ſirous to promote the accompliſhment, and ſliould they unhappily 
ſucceed in this impious attempt, what muſt be the refult ; but 
that confuſion, diforders and anarchy, muſt ruſh in upon the coun- 
try, together with the public enemy. 

Such is the ſituation to which an open conſpiracy of profligate 
men have reduced the ſiſter kingdom. And how can this ſituation 
be meliorated, or the danger that threatens that country be repell- 
ed, but by a ſyſtem of ſevere and vigorous laws, a vigour and fe- 
verity which on ſuch occaſions are indiſpenſably neceffary * nor 
can theſe laws be enforced without entruſting great powers in the 
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hands of thoſe on whom we impoſe the performance of this ardu- 
ous duty under ſevere reſponſibility ? 

The queſtion, therefore, now is, Will your Lordſhips interpoſe 
on the preſent occaſion, and tell the Parliament of Ireland and 
the Iriia Magiſtracy, that you are more careful of the intereſts and 
happineſs of the Iriſh people than they are, and that the Engliſh 
military are not to obey the Iriſh laws, but the arbitrary inſtructions 
of the Britiſh Parliament? 

Lord RAWDON (Earl of Moira) faid, that no fentiment had 
fallen from him to the effect which the noble Secretary had ſtated. 
He would aſk the noble Secretary, whether he knew of any point 
under the general relation of the two countries to cach other, in 
which a Peer of Parliament had a clearer right to addreſs their 
Lordſhips than he had on the ſubject to which he had called their 
attention? He would aſk the noble Secretary, whether, if he were 
now to move their Lordſhips to addreſs His Majeſty to remove Lord 
Camden, the preſent Lord Lieutenant of the kingdom of Ireland, he 
was not competent to make, and the Houſe to agree to, ſuch a motion? 
Moſt clearly, in his mind, there was no queſtion upon ſuch compe- 
teney. He would, however, fortify the doctrine by reference to a 
caſe which occurred in a reign when no privileges of Parliament 
were ſuppoſed to encroach upon the prerogatives of the Crown 
the reign of Charles the Second. Their Lordſhips knew too well 
to make it neceſſary for him to inform them of the cafe of the 
Duke of Lauderdale. The Parliament of Scotland was then in- 
dependent of this country, and yet the Parliament here addrefled 
that Monarch to remove the Duke of Lauderdale while he was in 
Scotland, which vote of addreſs was intended to have been followed 
up by the impeachment of that noble Duke, but which did not 
take place, owing to the diſſolution of Parliament, which ſoon 
followed. Here was a caſe to illuſtrate the principle, and eſtabliſh 
the right of a Member of the Britiſh Parliament, moving to adviſe 
His Majeſty to remove any of his Miniſters in ſuch parts of his do- 
minions as are poſſeſſed of legiſlative bodies of its own. If, there- 
fore, from motives of reſpect for the high ſtation, and real eſteem 
for the perſonal character of Lord Camden, he forbore bringing any 
motion forward upon this ſubject, it was not becauſe he did not 
conceive himſelf entitled to do fo if there exiſted any neceſſity for ſo 
doing; and the noble Secretary ſeemed, in this caſe, deſirous to ſet 
aſide ſubſtance for the ſake of mere form. The noble Secretary 
had complained that he, had reprobated the troops in Ireland for 
obeying the law. This was an inaccuracy in the noble Lord ; he 


had not reprobated either the troops or any body of men for obeying 
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ti. law; but he had reprobated the conduct of Executive Govern. 
ment, which was repugnant to the feelings of the pcople of Ircland, 
inconſiſtent with the eharacter of the people of England, and highly 
injurious to the real intereſts of both countries. The noble Se— 
cretary had obſerved alſo, that he had only taken notice of partial 
points and incidental abuſes. This was another inaccuracy in the 
noble Lord. He had ſtated facts, not upon ſurmiſe, but upon 
knowledge, in which the moſt dreadful eruelties had been executed, 
and in places which every thing was as tranquil as any where about 
London at this hour. He admitted that there was a combination 
formed in Ireland, and that it was making progreſs to an alarming 
degree; but he denied that coercion was the beſt of means to diſ- 
ſolve that combination. It would, in his opinion, be wiſe to try 
conciliatory meaſures. The noble Secretary aſked, whether the 
whole courſe of the conduct of Exccutive Government had not 
been an uniform feries of conciliating meaſures, until it appeared 
that vigorous meaſures had been indiſpenſable? To which he 
would anſwer, that men have a right to be well and juſtly go- 
verned ; and when they feel thernſeives aggrieved, have a right to 
ſtate their complaints, and to call for redreſs with firmneſs ; and to 
accuſe them of ingratitude for ſo complaining, was the moſt pro- 
voking petulance, as well as injuſtice. He had ſtated, not caſual 
exeeſſes or accidental abuſes ; not what he had looſely heard of, but 
what himſelf had witneſſed -a conſtant, uniform procedure of crucl 
government in that part of the country to which he Nad alrcady al- 
luded. it theſe things be true, and true he Knew them to be; if 
their Lordſhips knew them alfo, and now they did know them; 
what excuſe would they have, if in the hour of peril the people ef 
Ireland ſhould refuſe to fupport Government, and ſhould” fupport 
thoſe who aimed at overthrowing it? It was not the reſources that 
he dreaded ; he lad never ſtated any thing againſt them. It was 
not the want of men that he was fearful of ; it was the want of 
affeQion of men that was the object of his fear; without that af- 
fection, we might call in vain for union in all parts of the empire, 
and a vigorous exertion againſt the common enemy; without con- 
ciliatory meaſures, that affection would never ariſe. 

He would aſk the noble Secretary, if the meaſures of the Exe- 
cutive Government had been of that character? The noble Seere- 
tary of State had ſtated, that there was a conſpiracy amongſt the 
United Iriſhmen. He admitted that perſons under that character 
did many acts that were culpable in the extreme ; but he did not 
believe the cauſe which the noble Lord aſſigned for it to be a true 
one. It was not originally for the purpoſe of overturning the Con- 

. 2 
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ſtitution theſe E united; the acts they did were the effect of 


having been goaded by what they felt; and terrified by the proſpect Wes vl 
they nh they ſtill continue in the ſame temper. He believed , 
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that the United Iriſh had originally nothing in view but a Parlia- 1 If | 
mentary Reform, for which they could not be fairly cenſured, as Wh. 

Houſe of Commons itſelf had come to a reſolution for that very es 4 ö 
n Upon this ſubject he ſpoke the more readily, as he him- "IM We 6 
ſelf was not frient ny to a Parliament ary Rem. He did not Wh. ; 


think that a Reform would be a ccod meaſure if carried into effect, 
beſides the danger to be apprehe ndcd from treing it, and therefore he 
ſhould not adviſe the trial; but it theſe men were defective in their 
judgement, coercion was not likely to effect it. He knew that in- 
finite abuſe had been bandied about in Ircland from one party to 
another; the reſult of which had been fatal in many inſtances, 
for many afiaſſinations had taken place. This practice, odious and 
deteſtable as it was, did not arife out of any ſettled plan to overturn 
government; but from private malice and from revenge, the effect 
of perſonal diſputes. The ſtate of Ireland was moſt deplorable. He 
had itated, that it was ſo preſſing as to admit of no delay. He 
would afic what might be the conſequence, it an army were to land $ 
there under the preſent ſyſtem of coercion *? Could Government ; 
rely on the people unleſs the y bed ſome hope of conciliation ? He, 1 PL 
therefore, muſt agun recommend conciliatory mcaſures. The de- 
ſtruction of I: and might be the effect of neglecting this advice. 
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The deſtruction of Ireland would cauſe the deftruion of Great Wi! 
Britain. He felt this fo forcibly, that he would not be fo tardy as | 9 | 
to wait for an opportunity of ſtating this in another place, where he MF 14 
lac parliamentary privilege to ſtate it. He ſpoke with a view of ; 1 1 6 
ſaving both nations. Their Lordihips ought particularly to attend 1 5 
to ſuch a fu ect eas this, it belonged to them not only to conſider it 11 ; 
in their Jie capacity, but alſo as hereditary Counſellors of the 1 A 
Nation and of His Majeſty. He offered this advice to His Majeſty 15 * 
in that Houſe. He offered it to their Lordſhips, and he offercd 1t 1,8 
to the Country; and by ſo doing, he not only acquitted himſelf of I 1 9 
any evil effect, but claimed a rigat to be conſidered as having per- x = 1 
formed a duty. 5 2 
The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, he thought it effential 1 

to the intereſts of this country, that ſome parts of the ſpeech of his 1 
noble friend ſhould be noticed, becauſe otherwiſe, when reported, 9 f 
ti, might make an undue impreſſton upon the public. It was a 1 | 
duty particularly caft upon him to anſwer ſome parts of the ſpecch + 105 
07 tis noble friend, and now that he was up, he ſhould, with 1 
tuen Lordſhips cave, make a few, and but a few obſer vations 1 148 | 
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upon the ſubject in a general way. IIis noble friend had Rated, 
that the noble Secretary of State had wiſhed to paſs the difcuſlion 
by, upon a mere point of form. This, he believed, came from 
inadvertency from his noble friend, for he knew as well as any cf 
their Lordſhips, that for the laſt fifteen vears, it was not a matter 
of form, but an effentia] point and matter of fact, that the Par- 
liament of Ireland was as fully competent by law, to make law, 
to ſuperintend the adminiſtration of juſtiec, to ccnſure any who in- 
fringe the law, to enact any meafure for the internal regulation of 
Ireland, and to do every legiſlative act, as the Parliament of 
Great Britain ever could do: and the more fo, becaufe there the 
Parliament had a complete, entire, unappealing juriſdiction, which 
there was no power in this country to vary or alter; we could, 
therefore, derive no advantage whatever from caſting any reflce- 
tions, or ſtating any ſuppoſed defects either in the adminiſtration 
of juſtice of the Courts of Law, or the acts of the Legiſlative 
Houſes. His noble friend indeed, had been inaccurate, when he 
ſtated theſe points to be points of mere form, for Ireland was com- 
pletely independent of all power in this country, with regard to in- 
ternal regulation. His noble friend had alluded to a cafe, which, 
no doubt, was well known to their Lordſhips as matter of hiſtory — 
the caſe of the Duke of Lauderdale. True it was, that the Duke 
of Lauderdale was a member of the Executive Government, but it 


was not for any thing that he did in his official capacity that the 


vote to addreſs his Majeſty to remove him was founded. It was, 
becauſe he was one of the cabal, as it was then called, in Scotland. 
It was for being one of the cabal that the Duke of Lauderdale 
fell under the animadverfion of Parliament. There was no attempt 
whatever in that caſe by the Englith Parliament to interfere with 
the internal regulation of Scotland. The preſent was a very deli 
cate ſubject, and he was ſorry his noble friend had thought it ne- 
. ceffary to introduce it into the Houſe. He had, however, in 1 
manner that might have been expected by all who had the honour 
of knowing him, marked the perſonal character of Lord Camden 
with diſtinguiſhed, but juſt eſteem. Againſt that Noble Lord in his 
high office, or againſt any part of his conduct, nothing was propoſed. 
But his noble friend had ſtated a number of facts upon the informa- 
tion of others. This information, from the nature of things, was 
ſure to be deceptive ; for thoſe who look at ſuch ſubjeas with a 
view of giving information of them, ſce things through a diſguiſed 
medium, and they never ſee more than one half of it; they ice 
only with one eye; prejudice makes the other blind. Information 
therefore from ſuch perſons could never be relied upon with ſafety. 
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There were, however, ſome points upon which reliance could 
be placed, and theſe were, he feared, very mournful ones. It was 
true that many individuals had been atfafſinated in Ireland; true 
that many individuals were marked out by name to be aſſaſſinated. 
This, although his noble friend thought it aroſe from ſplecn and 
ori vate malice, was to him a proof that there exiſted in Ireland a 
oreat conſpiracy againſt all thoie whole duty it is to preſerve order, 
He was called upon to ſay this, and he was fortificd in this opi- 
nion by the ſolemn declaration of the Parliament of that country, 
as alſo by a printed paper, by which it was ſtated that a certain 
number of individuals, by name, were marked out as objects of 
future aſſaſſination. 

His noble friend had ſaid, there was a regulation in Ireland for 
putting out lights at a certain hour. This might be a humane as 
well as prudent regulation, and that it might be ſo, no man, he 
preſumed, was diſpoſed to diſpute. He knew noihing of its being 
improperly inforced. It was a meaſure ſuggeſted to the Parliament 
of Ireland; they had conſidered of, and determined upon that 
meaſure; it was yſelcſs to cavil at it, becauſe there was no power 
in this country to put an end to that regulation; there could, there- 
fore, be no uſe in making it a ſubject of complaint here in any 
place of public deliberation, leaſt of all was it fit for the · diſeuſſion 
of that Houſe, for their Lordſhips had no authentic information 
of the grievances of Ireland in the firſt ; no power to redreſs them, 
if they. exiſted, in the ſecond ; and, therefore, they could not paſs 
any opinion upon them regularly, nor attempt to do any thing with 
reſpect to them, without an utter ſubverſion of all law and all eſta- 
bliſhed authority. | 

His noble friend had complained that arms had been demanded. 
That might be a fact, and be juſtificd, and he knew nothing to 
impeach it; it might be, and was a prudent meaſure, if the dif- 
orders in Ireland required it. Times of imminent danger required 
ſuch a meaſure. His nuble friend proceeded upon the ſuppoſition 
that Ireland was not governed by law— Was that true? Was Ire- 
land not governed by law? Was there no redreſs for grievances in 
Ireland? Was there any fact, the recital of which would cail any 
reflection on the adminiſtration of juſtice in Ireland? Was the 
Houſe of Lords of Great Britain the place in which the complaint, 
if there were any foundation for it, ought to be made If there 
was any negligence, or any other defects in the Courts of Law; 
if the officers of them did not do their duty, it was there the ap- 
plication for redreſs ought to be made. He did not, however, be- 
licve there was any foundation for complaint in that reſpect. Thoſe 


— p , 4 
” * — _ _ - 
5 . " MY FR 1 2 * — 2 
4c vr Pc. ARES » 3 
— % N hw 1 — * 7 r . — 8 
N *. . 9 Ss 
- 
r 
a 
— — 


* 

l Frye 160 1 
1 
* 
nn 

. of 1 
$i. 74 
3&4 ot 
0 4 
. . 
14 
1791 ; 

7 


. v 3 
„ — + — —¾ 3 
- N + gf gy op 
— & — 4 * 
— 
— 
— 1 
— 


140 
« 2? 7x 
coke 4 
þ 4s C4 
| a4 
* * ? 
- +. % 
a | 
* * 1 
| G 4 2 ? 
* 1 * 
n nee 
1 
N 1 
4. $4 1 
Py 8 7% 
4 4% 0 F > 
1 9 
4 80 13 
A 
{1M 
FA 
"09 6 


8 
— 
— 

— = 

| - = 


x” — 


_— 
8 
—— — 
* 


* * — 1 
— AS 


—_ 


3 
—— 


* 
„ 
—ypͤ— — — 2 a 


- 

- 

— 
— 
A 4 


UC 
— 
— n 5 ay * == - — 
x 2 — 1 OS. ot] 
RES a In SITS,” _ 
— 2 = 2 2 7 


W 


rr = 


. 


— 
pen wn its. Zh ns a 
= 


— * 
- — — — —— 
— — Prog | 
— — — — — * RES MEX 7 4 go —— - _ 
a. oy 9 20h 
% * — ä — 12 
— 8 
ſl? SRI 
—_ »x_ © 
* 2. 7s * 
— PING — 
. 


- — — 
* 
— 

— 


1 
3 3 4 : 
3 * fog 
S 
= — eu 


2 IT 
. —— 
— 
2 

Ne 
AS 
— 


1 


22 
- 
— 


5 * 
dy > 5 ts 0 a 
ad +. A A 2 2 


1 * * n 2 
4 £7 Ar! 8 — . 2 
1 -4 . ; aan Dig * ara ets I. 4 „„ Y * » . 
IS, "-; Od 1 7 G - . 
—— err cv, 5 oa f __— : 
2 — 8 : Y md A — 3 
— AE” A , 2 
—— R 2 Cz = 720% — * * 


** 
— 


- 
— 

* 7 „ 7 
Las. * 44+, % . 
e 

— ae 3 PRI — 


* . 
33 
2 

ot, — 

E ˙ 7 
” 

j_ 


9 


11 
4 
7 1 
— 1 
th 1 
F4 +» 
58 1 


TYM 


* 
2 
a 
N 
2 ls ads at 8 


S1 TY 


It * * 1 4 * _ 
£ — 5 — © 
— — 


i tt AO * 
2 9 ad — 2 — es + 
Koh + \ - 4 as? 

— 


254 PARLIAMENTARY [Lonys, N 


who knew the officers of the Courts of Law there, who knew the 
reſpect they have in this country, ant ſtill more, from beiug more 
intimately known in that, would tell his noble friend that he outhr 
not to fear any thing for the want of the due adminiltration of 
Juſtice in Ireland; and ſhould there be any reafon for complaint, 
the Parliament of Ireland was the only legal channel through which 
redreſs could flow. It was unjuſt to the Parliament of that coun. 
try to inſinuate that it would not take care of its real intereſts, and 
his noble friend would forgive him, if he ſaid, it was not quite re- 
ſpectful to their Lordihips to bring forward a ſubject n which they 
could not do any thing legally, ſuppoling it neceſſary to be done. 
He was really forry that his noble friend ſhould bring forward points, 
which implicated many high characters, who had not an opportu- 
nity to anſwer for themſelves betore their Lordchips. He could 
not help expreſſing a hope, that, in future, a little reflection 
would take place before any oblervations were made leading to no 
concluſion. | 

The Earl of MOIRA ſaid, he did not quote the cafe of the Duke 
of Lauderdale as being exactly the ſame as the eſent object of his 
obſervations. He quoted it only to fortify tlie principle on which 
he called for the interference of the Houte. 

As to the paper to which the noble and learned Lord, and the 
noble Scerctary had alluded, concerning the names of perſons who 
were marked out for future aſſaſiination, he confetſed he fuſpected it 
to be an invention to juſtify or to ſupport the meaſures which had 
been adopted in Ireland, and of which he had already complained. 
He ſuſpeRed this the more, becauſe no printer of a newfpaper could 
have had it from any authentic fource, for no man concerned in a 
conſpiracy for aſſaſſination, would communicate the intention of 
himſelf and colleagues. He wiſhed to ſpeak of aſſaſſins as he felt, 
with the greateſt indignation and abhorrence ; but he mult alfo add, 


that he believed that they originated in Ireland from private malice 7 
and revenge, and would do fo from any party that happens to be mitt 
predominant, while the preſent dreadful ſyſtem continues. It was men 
not by a general ſyſtem of terror that it was to be prevented, © It that 
you with to prevent it, (ſaid his Lordſhip,) awaken them to the ſenle N 
of the meannefs of alliſinalian. By ſtating to them only that it is bent 
cruel, you will produce no good, for, as they arc actuated by pat- Spea 
ſions which have been made furious, they cannot be deterred by any colle 
thing that can be ſaid of cruclty. Awaken them, I ſay, to a ſenſe been 
of the meanneſs of aſſaſſination. Give them an clevated idea ot gro 
their own condition. That can only be done by convincing them of m 


that they live under a juſt and equitable Government.” 
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Lord GRENVILLE faid he did not take the information to 


which he alluded, reſpedting the names of individuals who are 


marked out for future aſſnhſſin ation, from an- newſpaper, but from 
a printed hand- bill, which ſtated, among other things, that all wit- 
elles, intormers and ſpics, were to be atiatlinated ; by which was 
obviouſly meant every perſon who ſhould be concerned in bringing 
the United Irith to juſtice. He truſted he knew too moch of the 
diſpoſition of men who belong to public aſſemblies to aſcribe to 
them all the ſame motives, or the ſame views, but he was ready to 
ſay that the general object of the moſt active, and the leading mem- 
bers of the United Iriſh, was to overthrow the Government of that 
country, and that the actions of all of them, even without excepting 
thoſe who had the beſt withes, tended to make that country a pro- 
vince to France. His Lordſhip referred to the caſe of thoſe who 
were tried for the attempt to murder Lord Carhampton, as a proof 
that the afTafiins act upon a general ſyſtem; for one of theſe perſons 
had been the domeſtic of that noble Lond ; ; being aſked why he 
did not perpetrate the deed when he might have done it in his 
Lordihip's Houſe, he replied © No, I ſhould not do it but with my 
party.” The truth was, that all magiſtrates, witneſſes and other 
perſons, who were employed in detecting theſe men's deeds and 
{© vring them to juſtice, were marked out as objects for aſſaſſination. 
The queſtion of adjournment was then put and carried. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, November 22. 


The order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com- 

mittee to conſider of a bill for the renewal of the reſtriction of pay- 
ments of caſh at the Bank being read, and a motion being made 
that the Speaker do leave the chair, 

Mr. HOBHOUSE roſe and ſaid, that he felt it a duty incum- 
bent upon him to deliver his ſentiments on the meaſure before the 
Speaker ſhould leave the chair. It was till, he hoped, in the re- 
collection of the Houſe, that, when the reſtriction on the Bank had 
been firſt propoſed, he had oppoſed the principle of it; and the 
grounds he ſtated for ſo doing were, that he conſidered the conduct 
of men ſcizing upon the eaſh in the Bank as unjuſtifiable, and die- 
ated by violence and rapacity ; on that occaſion he divided the 
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Houſe, and was alone on the diviſion. As he had not ſince in the 
leaſt altered his ſentiments on the ſubject, he ſhould think himſelf 
guilty of inconſiſteney, as well as of criminal neglect, if he ſutfered 
a repetition of the meaſure to paſs unreſiſted, and therefore he 
would oppoſe it as he had done originally; he did not mean to go 
at full length into his reaſons, but would ſtate a remark or two 
upon it. 

It had been ſtated in the Report of the Committee, that the 
Bank was in a flouriſhing condition; and to attempt to controvert 
that ſtatement might appear invidious: but yet truth demanded of 
him to ſay, that it was not made good by the detail of the Report; 
for if the ſurplus in November exceeded that in February by only 
1 2,660l. (it was ſo ſtated in the Report), that could not be looked 
upon as any great indication of increaſing proſperity. In ſome pri- 
vate concerns, indeed, it might be reckoned conſiderable ; but, in 
ſuch a concern as the Bank of England, it was not at all ſufficient 
to authorize the inference that it was in a flouriſhing condition. 
But if it was fact that they were in the proſperous ſtate aſſerted, the 
Bank had been guilty of great miſconduct in not making a proper 
uſe of it ; for it ſhould be remembered, that in July power was 
given them by Parliament to make partial payments, and yet while 
they were, by their own confeſſion, in a flouriſhing ſtate, they neg- 
lected to avail themſelves of it by paying more than before, though 
they could not plead the reſtriction in their defence. There was 
another part of the meaſure to which he had an inſuperable objec- 
tion—the continuation of it to the end of the war. He reminded 
the Houſe, that he had ſaid on a former occaſion that this would be 
the caſe ; and now the Miniſter was making good his predictions, 
alledging as a reaſon for ſo doing, that the nature of the conteſt in 
which we are engaged demanded it, though this was no part of tl: 
grounds for the former reſtriction, and though in comparing the war 
now with its nature at that time, it did not appear there was any m. 
terial difference, Why the nature of the war, then, made a e. 
ſtriction of fix months only neceſſary, and its nature now made 2 
reſtriction during the conteſt neceſſary, he could not diſcover ; 0 
him it appeared abſurd and irreconcileable to common ſenſe and 
ſound policy. After all, feeling all theſe objections with their ful 
force, he was not inclined to oppoſe the Speaker's leaving the chair, 
or to divide the Houſe upon it. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that he had before given his reaſons 
for continuing the reſtriction, and for thinking that reſtriction ſhould 
remain during the whole courſe of the war; he would not go ove 
that ground again, nor trouble the Houſe farther than to reply to whit 


had fallen from the honourable gentleman who had juſt fat down. 
The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that the affairs of the Bank 
were not fo proſperous as was ſtated in the Report of the Commit- 
tee, and had grounded this aſſertion on the partial ſtatement that 
the ſurplus in November exceeded that in February, only by a ſum 
of 12,660!. To this it was only neceſſary for him to ſay, that 
the general ſurplus of the affairs of the Bank, as far as reſpected 


their ultimate reſponſibility (which was the true queſtion at iſſue ſo 


far) was laſt year as great and flouriſhing as any gentleman did or 
could deſire it to, be, fo far as it related to the ſecurity of the cre- 
ditors; to fay that it only continues ſo, would ſurely be ſufficient 
for any purpoſes the Houſe could have in conſidering the ſubject ; 
and to inter from its having ſince then increaſed only 1 2,660l., 
and that the Bank was not in a ſtate of proſperity, was, in his mind, 
nota very concluſive way of arguing. But the Houſe would recol- 
lect that the queſtion for conſideration at that time was not the want 
of ultimate ſecurity of the Bank, but the want of a due proportion 
between the caſh in hand and the outſtanding demands. The ar- 
gument then was intirely on the deficiency of cafh, and not on the 
nature and tate of the general funds. In the very next ſentence of 
the Report to that which the honourable gentleman had ſo induſtri- 
ouſly ſelected and ſo confidently urged in argument, appeared a 
ſtatement, that there was now in the Bank five times more bullion 
than there was laſt year. By ſome ſiniſter accident, however, this 
ſtatement eſcaped the reſearch of the honourable gentleman ; but 
could the Houſe find in it no ſymptom of proſperity? And would 
they not ſee that the objeRiions of the honourable gentleman were 
ntirely reduced to that ingenious one againſt the rapacity of 
Miniſters ? 

As to the plan of continuing the reſtriction for the whole term 
of the war, the reaſons for it being ſtated diſtinctly in the Report of 
tne Committee, it was unneceſſary for him to ſay a word more 
upon the ſubject ; it would be found there diſtinctly ſet out that the 
Bank was in a ſtate which in ordinary times would enable it to re- 


ume its caſh payments and operations on the accuſtomed ſcale. But 


that the avowal of the enemy to attack us through our finances, and 
to ruin our public credit, was the motive (he preſumed a ſufficiently 
cogent motive) to make an additional term of reſtriction; and when 
it was remembered that no injury, nor even inconvenience, had 
been ſuſtained by the reſtriction hitherto, the Houſe could not but 
think it a ſufficient encouragement to adopt that now called for. 
Mr. ALLARDICE declared his approbation of the reſtriction, 


but at the ſame time expreſſed his diſlike to any connection between 
Vor. IV. | L1 
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the Bank and Government, or any dependence of the former upon 
the latter. When the honourable gentleman ſtated that 1 2,660]. 
was the whole exceſs of the ſurplus of November above that of 
February, he was not aware, perhaps, of one fact, viz. that two di. 
vidends had been made in that time. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that he continued to be as diſſatisficd 
as at firſt with the reſtriction. The principle upon which it was 
now grounded was quite different from that upon which it moved 
laſt year. Laſt year neceſſity was the plea ; this year it appeared 
that the Bank had more than ſufficient to pay all its debts. If the 
bili therefore was adopted, it would be as matter of choice, not ne- 
ceſſity; but whether it were of choice or of neceſſity, he had an 
inſuperable diſlike to its continuance during the war, fince it would 
become matter of precedent to authorize every future Miniter in 
future wars to ſtop payment. He did not like to fee the Bank f 
cloſely connected with Government, and he heartily wiſhed he could 
once again ſee it perfectly independent. The ſtate of Ireland had 
been made one ground among others for the reſtriction, but how 
was the Houſe to judge of that; they had no materials before 
them ; would Miniſters come forward and ſtate what the particular 
ſituation of Ireland was that demanded a reſtriction of caſh pay- 
ments inthe Bank of England ? If they did not, they had no right 
to aſſume it as a ground for any meaſure. If Miniſters would fairly 
declare what ſtate Ireland was in, and what conduced to its being 
in that ſtate, he had no doubt but the Houſe would give it due con- 
ſideration ; in the mean time he diſapproved of the principles of 
the bill, and would oppoſe it, though he knew it was of little conſe- 
quence whether he approved of it or not. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD faid, that as one of the Com- 
mittee he could aſſert the Report was founded in truth and juſtice, 
upon a fair conſideration of the fate of things. An honourablc 
gentleman (Mr. Allardice) had objected to any connection between 
the Bank and Government—by the Report it would appear that 
they had lately been conſiderably diſſevered. In concluliun he de- 
clared it to be his opinion, that the reſtriction on the Bank had been 
the ſalvation of the country. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he had intended to defer ſpeaking upon 
the ſubjeQ, to reſerve his opinion to the very laſt ſtage, and when 
the queſtion ſhould be put, ** that the bill do paſs,” and not before, 
to give his reaſons why he could not, on any account, aſſent to it 
— for he was too ſenſible how unavailing would be any attempt of 
his to modify or meliorate its proviſions in any of the ſtages of its 
paſſage through the Houſe, to think of taking up time with an 
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efforts for that purpoſe ; but as it appeared that gentlemen on the 
other fide of the Houſe had come down for the purpoſe of ſpeaking, 
he would take that opportunity of ſtating his objections to the bill, 
and to its principle. No man felt more forcibly than he did the 
delicacy and difficulty of agitating queſtions that touched public cre- 
dit—no one was more convinced that they ſhould be touched but 
ſparingly, ond handled with all poſſible caution, and therefore if he 
did not feel it to be a duty ſtrictly incumbent upon him to declare 
kis ſentiments publicly, as well as to oppoſe the bill, he would have 
contented himſelf with giving the queſtion a ſilent negative. He 
was aware that in thus fulfilling his duty he ſubjected himſelf to 
much miſrepreſentation, and to the obloquy that of late too much 
attached to every attempt to thwart the meaſures of Miniſters ; but 
in defiance of all this, he would proceed to do his duty. He de- 
clared then, that as an honeſt man, he could not aſſent to the mea- 
ſure, for he did not ſee why the Bank of England ſhould be go- 
verned by a rule of moral conduct different from that which is laid 
down for the regulation of other concerns, or how that which in 
individuals would juſtly be held fraudulent, ſhould in the caſe of 
the Bank of England be conſidered juſt and ſalutary. And he ſhould 
be glad to ſce the man who would heſitate to pronounce that the 
ſtoppage of payment for ſume time paſt at the Bank would have 
been at leaſt diſereditable, it not fraudulent, if it had happened in 
the caſe of a private trader. An Order of Council iſſued, direc- 
ting the Bank to ſtop payment of caſh, with certain exceptions—a 
Committee was appointed to inquire into the grounds and cxpedi- 
ency of that act, and of the circumſtances that led to it. That 
Committce made a Report, ſtating an efficient and a remote cauſe 
for that procedure, but avowing at the ſame time, that the efficient 
canſe would not have formed a juſt ground for the Order of Coun- 
cil, if it had not been preceded by the remote cauſe. If that remote 
cauſe were now in exiſtence, he confeſſed he ſhould heſitate to op- 
pole the meaſure ; but, on the contrary, every one circumſtance 
that had contributed to form that remote cauſe had not only entirely 
ceaſed, but circumſtances in all reſpects the very reverſe had taken 
place of them; for, firſt, one of the cauſes aſſigned was, that ex- 
change with haben was unfavourable, and that gold was ſo 
high on the Continent as to create a great drain of bullion from 
this country ; but the preſent Report ſtated that the courſe of ex- 
change with Hamburgh was at preſent unuſually favourable for 
this country, and that muſt neceſſarily have a tendency to bring 
gold into this country. Another reaſon was, the neceſlity of re- 
cucing their diſcounts at the Bank : but this (to give the Bank all 
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due credit) did not exiſt now ; for they were extremely liberal in 
their accommodation to merchants. Another was, the neceſſary 
ſuppllv of foreign powers, and of our troops on the Continent ; but 
neither of choſe now exiſted. Another was, that the balance of 
trade in our favour was diminiſhed ; that too was changed: ſo that 
there was not one operative cauſe for the order of Council that had 
not vaniſhed, and given way to circumſtances of a directly oppoſite 
nature; and yet, with all theſe oppoſite reaſons, Miniſters came 
forward deſiring the ſame meaſure. And here he thought proper 
to obſerve, as a circumſtance of an extraordinary kind, that the 
principal reaſon for reſtraining payment at the Bank came from the 
Bank Directors themſelves — that they ſeemed to be moſt forward in 
it, and to outrun the eagerneſs of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
himſelf ; for, before that right honourable gentleman had thought 
it neceſſary to ſay a word about the matter, the Bank DircQuors 
came to the following reſolution —<* That it is the opinion of this 
* Court that the Governor and Company of the Bank of England 
are enabled to iſſue ſpecie in any manner that may be deemed 
« neceſſary for the accommodation of the public. And that the 
“ Covrt has no Heſitatien to declare, that the affairs of the Bank 
ce are in ſuch a ſtate that it can with ſafety reſume its accuſtomed 
« functions, if the political circumſtances of the country do nit render 
it inexpedient'— And here he could not but remark, that for 2 
mere trading company to go out of its way ſo far as to ſuggeſt to 
Government a queſtion of political expediency was unuſual and 
wanton ; and indeed, this they themſelves in the next ſentence ac- 
knowledge that they feel; for they continue — But the Directors, 
„ deeming it foreign to their Province to judge of theſe prints, wilh 
4 to ſubmit to the wiſdom of Parliament whether, as it has been 
once judged proper to tay a reſtriction on the payments of the 
«© Bank in caſh, it may, or may not, be prudent to continue the 
« ſame.” Thus he ſaid, the meaſure of non-payment originated 
with the perſons bound to pay. To ſpeak of the body of the 
Bank as a body (for individually he reſpected them, and knew from 
perſonal intimacy, that there were many of them deſerving reſpeR), 
but as a body he muſt ſpeak of them in terms of diſapprobation 
they had received grace, and lenity, and indulgence from the public, 
and it was a hard return which they now made to the . public. 
They ſhould have remembered with gratitude, that when they were 
obliged to ſtop payment, no diſpoſition whatever was ſhewn, on the 
part of the public, to preſs, to thwart, or to haraſs them—on the 
contrary, every thing was done to aid and ſupport them. Aſſo- 
eĩations were formed for the purpoſe among the moſt reſpectable 
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and opulent of the citizens of London, who unanimouſly agreed to 
ſupport the Bank, to receive its notes as caſh, and to fence it in 
from miſchiefs that were apprehended. One would think that the 
conſequence of this treatment would have been, that now, when 
they are declaredly in a ſtate of proſperity, they would call thoſe 
aſſociations together again in order to ſhew how well they ſtand, 
and propoſe to do that which at all times it was their duty to do 
pay their promiſſory notes in caſh if required fo to do; inſtead of 
which they aſſumed to themſelves the province of judging of poli- 
tical circumſtances, and pleading them againſt their creditors, and 
officiouſly ſuggeſted to Parliament the expediency of continuing 
the reſtriction. In an individual this would not be honeſt, and 
the man who ſhould practice it would certainly loſe his character. 
On thoſe grounds he would not agree to a renewal of the reſtriction; 
for if Miniſters were allowed to bring through the Houſe the ſame 
meaſure on grounds ſo totally different, what was it but to fay— 
That whether the courſe of exchange be unfavourable, or the courſe 
of exchange be favourable, gold goes rapidly out of the country, or 
gold comes rapidly into the country - Whether there be a drain on 
the Bank, or a vaſt influx of bullion into it, the Houſe muſt ſanc- 
tion the Bank in the propoſed meaſure, and juſtify them in ſaying to 
the public, «© We (the Bank of England) owe you money, and 
here we have money in abundance, but will not pay you.” 

Mr. Tierney then proceeded to ſtate, that it appeared from the 
Report of the Committee that the Governor and Deputy Governor 
of the Bank, who were examined touching the mconventence that 
might have ariſen from the reſtriction impoſed on the Bank, and 
touching the expediency of continuing that reſtriction, had declared, 
that they were nat aware of any ſuch inconvenience—and that there 
could not ariſe any injury to the credit of the Bank, but, on the 
contrary, advantage to the nation from continuing the reſtriction. 
This he thought a moſt extraordinary afſertion—extraordinary in- 
deed, for the Governor of the Bank of England to ſay that it could 
be attended with no inconvenience to break their faith ſolemnly and 
under their hand pledged, and to write on their Bank notes paya- 
ble in demand,” while they were determined to refuſe that payment. 
If by no inconveniences they meant no pecuniary demands, no cla- 
morous duns at their doors, no bailiffs to arreſt them in the ſtreet 
—they were right ; but if they were animated by that ſpirit which 
diſtinguiſhed their forefathers, and rendered ſome of them, though 
but traders, not leſs illuſtrious than the firſt Stateſmen—if they 
were actuated by that generous, manly integrity which raiſed the 
character of Britiſh merchants high enough to cope with the firſt 
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men of the world; they would find a very heavy inconvenience in 
their own feeling, in the goading refſection that themſelves, the 
Bank of England, was now under the cenſuring eye of all Europe, 
and that they are praying the Parliament to continue them in a ſtate 
of bankruptcy which they themſelves acknowledged to be unneceſ— 
fary. But it appeared that, now they were become deep politicians, 
and took upon them to inform the Houſe that, from the nature of 
the war, and the avowed purpoſe of the enemy to attack this coun- 
try by means of its public credit, it will be neceſſary to continue 
the reſtriction. That the enemy would aim a blow at our credit 
and finances, all would agree, for all modern wars have been without 
exception carried on upon that principle. Modern wars are made 
upon reſources rather than blood ; but was this the way to prevent 
the enemy from ſucceeding *—moſt whimſical expedient In 
order to leave to the enemy no credit to attack, they deſtroy credit 
themſclves. But at laſt they ſpeak plainly, at laſt it comes out that 
« jt will diſtreſs the financral gperatizns of the country ;”” and then 
they deliberately weigh and find That it will be expedient to con- 
s tinue the reſtriction, with the reſerve of partial iſſues of cath at 
cc the diſcretion of the Bank, and that it may be fo continued with 
« advantage to the nation, and without injury to the credit of the 
« Bank.” This was the reſult of the examination of the Go. 
vernor and Deputy Governor of the Bank of England. This was 
their advice, This precious plan, which firſt originated in the 
diabolical, but fertile mind of that monſter, Roberſpierre; but 
what had they to do With political conſiderations, or what” hal 
finance to do with the Bank of England? What was it that raiſc( 
the Bank of England above all the banks in the world, and fixed irs 
credit upon ſo ſtrong a baſe as to reſiſt even the mortal aſſaults of the 
preſent time? What, but that it was unconnected with Government, 
and independent of Miniſters ; and had only to purfue the plain 
ſtraight road of their own buſineſs, to act directly, to act ſtrictly, 
and to fulfil its engagements with probity, having nothing to do 
with financial operations. In other countries where a connection 
ſubſiſted between the Bank and the State, and where of courſe Mi— 
niſters had the power of diſtorting the operations of the Bank to 
their own crooked views of finance, the Bank never was ſafe. It 
England there never till now was ſuch a connection, and the Bank, 
of conſequence, was always ſafe; but it was much to be feared that 
hereafter men, in eſtimating the Bank, would look to the Court, and 
meaſure the ſecurity of the former by the ſtability of the latter, 
founding their opinions on that ſubject rather by the wiſdom of 
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4 
Miniſters than by the ſubſtantial property and integrity of the Bank 3 
Directors. bt 


5. 


He ſaid, he had already ſtated that his firſt ground of objection 
to the meaſure was, that it was not founded in common honeſty. 
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There was another ground, and he would now ſtate it he thought 7 4 
the meaſure led to a principle that, if effected, would be extremely a 1 
prejudicial to the monied intereſt, And here he would repeat what 7 | 
ne had before profeſſed, that, if he was not in his conſcience con- fy 524 
vinced that no hazard would attend the reſuming of caſh-payments, 11: 1 
he would not ſay a word about it. The fear of an invaſion had ll” 
been ſtated as one of the reaſons for not opening the Bank in the «888 
uſual way; but if an invaſion actually took place, he could not ſee Wali: ö 
how the withholding caſh, and of courſe diminiſhing the credit of 1-4; 
the Bank, would ſerve it. He wiſhed ſome gentlemen better qua- pl 1 
lificd would point out to him the difficulty, or what objection there 3 A g 
could be to keep in bank a quantity of caſh equal to the amount of 1,00 
the notes delivered out, which would eſtabliſh the credit fo firmly, "i | 
that even in caſe of invaſion every man being ſure of receiving caſh 49; 1 f 
for his bills, would have ao diflike to accept the notes of the Bank, 1 
dome, perhaps, would ſay, that if caſh equal to the outſtanding notes Wil: 
were kept in the Bank, there would be no profit on the buſineſs. 7 0 4 
But if he did not err, it might be done with advantage, and with be Wl. | 
the effect of giving new facility, as well as credit and vigour, to bf ja 
Eh 


the operations of the Bank. He would aſk the Bank Directors to pie ö 
be content only for one year without any profit; and every man bo 
being ſure of payment if he called, would never think of demand- 
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ing caſh. If, while the Bank was unable to make caſn payments, 1 ; 
the aſſociations already alluded to had kept up and ſupported and 7 4 
eredited the Bank, was it to be doubted that they and all the people 1.11408 
at large would continue to do ſo when they found the Bank had re- | 0 | 3 
ſumed its accuſtomed modes of payment? and this would be in- 3 4 | 
finitely better than the preſent meaſure ; for ſuppoſe an invaſion, if #1 1 i 
the Bank were ſhut againſt payment, no one would take notes, for 8 1 
they could not be able to convert them into any ſubſtantial com- i * 0 
modity — ſo that would not prevent the evil, not facilitate the nego- be 1 
tiation of Bank notes; and in the city, however prompt they may i A 
be to give Loyalty Loans, their procedure on the laſt Loan ſhewed . 
that they were not in the main diſpoſed to ſacrifice much to their 1 
loyalty —they would ſoon remind the Bank, and ſay, © We did £4 | 
every thing for you ; we diſcharged our duty to you, and you have 7 4 bh 

not diſcharged yours to us ; but inſtead of that, you applied to Par- be.” gh 
liament for a reſtriction, and thereby made that reſtriction your own 1 9 
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att.” If, under theſe circumſtances, the right honourable Chan- = 10 #1 
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cellor of the Exchequer wiſhed to have the Bank notes circulated, he 
muſt go the full length, he mult adopt the vigour with the policy 
of Roberſpierre, and make them a legal tender, elſe the Bank would 
be blown upon. If the reſult ſhould be fatal, which he both feared 
and deprecated, it would be a ſource of affliction to the Bank Diree. 
tors, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer would fruitleſsly lament 
his having intrigued with them. He declared he much feared 
that the financial plan contained in the meaſure would unfold itſelf 
on Friday next, when the right honourable gentleman was to open 
his Budget. For his part, he could put his hand to his heart and 
declare, that as an honeſt Member, he never would vote a ſhilling 
to His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters. At all events, if money muſl 
neceſſarily come, he wiſhed it were to come in a fair way. 

After a ſhort converſation, the Houſe went into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe upon the bill, and went through the common 
clauſes. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that in purſuance of what he had 
already ſtated, he had to propoſe a clauſe, providing, “ that during 
the continuance of this reſtriction, it ſhall not be lawful for the Bank 
to ifſue any ſums of monev by way of loan, or advance for the 
public ſervice, except on the credit of the duty on land and malt, 
and that any other advance which ſhall be made muſt be on the 
authority of a ſpecific act of Parliament, if any ſuch ſhall be 
made during the continuance of the preſent reſtriction.” — 
Agreed to. 

He then propoſed to limit the duration of the preſent act to 
one month after the concluſion of the preſent war by final treaty. 
Agreed to. 

The Houſe being reſumed, the Report was ordered to be received 
. to- morrow. 

The order of the day being read, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe to confider farther of a ſupply. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the following reſolutions for the 
enſuing year : That 


7, I 50 be voted for the civil eſtabliſhment for the province of 

Upper Canada. 

5,915 for Nova Scotia. 

4,550 for New Brunſwick. 

1,900 for the iſland of St. John. 

1,340 for Cape Breton. : 

1,232 for Newfoundland. 

580 for Bermudas. 


"1 
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4, 100 for the Bahama Iſlands. 5 Ws ; 
boo for Dominica. 4 4 N 
6,1 57 for New South Wales. | | . þ | 
168,000 for the relief of the ſuffering Clergy and Laity of France. Wi: 
44,000 for penſions and allowances to the American Loyaliſts. 200 Wh 
150,000 for ſecret ſervice abroad. -\ 
36,000 for bills that are or may become due for the ſettlement +11 i 
of New South Wales. 1 

33,325 for maintaining convicts at home. 1 50 | 
2,500 for bills on Douglas Harbour. 1 b 
The order of the day being read for the Houſe to go into a Com- 1 'F f 
mittee of the whole Houſe on the Scotch diſtillery bill, the Houſe 1 
went into a Committee accordingly. 1 N 
Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the late act, with reſpe& to the diſtilleries by W a 
of Scotland, related to a ſubject that ought to be much conſidered, 114 11 : 
inaſmuch as it related to a ſubject of great importance; it was 1 1 ; 
paſſed under an underſtanding that much information was to be re- 1.1088 
ceived from Scotland upon the ſubject previous to making any per- 1 
manent regulation. From the information which had been re- 1 
ceived, the ſubject appeared to be of much too complicated a nature 1 
to be finally decided now; he ſhould therefore move, that leave 7 bly 
| be given to bring in a bill to continue the preſent act for a time to . 


— 


ip 0. 
be limited. | | off 


. 
2 


1 
Mr. SPEAKER ſuggeſted, that this motion was irregular , that | 
, as this was a queſtion relating to trade, the motion ſhould be made 10 1 ö 
; in the Committee in the form of a reſolution. „ 
Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved a reſolution, that the 9 A ; 
d duties impoſed by the ſaid act be farther continued for a time to be Mea $ | 
limited. | ni 
0 Mr. ALLARDICE ſaid a few words, which we could not hear 1 2 | 
diſtinQly. . 

fo 1 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the preſent meaſure was only 
intended to be for a limited time. That the duties * all diſtil- 
leries in Scotland muſt, in future, be much higher than they are at 

of preſent, or elſe the ſtills muſt be ſtopped altogether, for the police of 
that part of the country, and the regard that ought to be had for its 

, morals, as well as health, required that there ſhould be a great re- 
duction in the conſumption of ſpirits. The queſtion was a queſtion 
of revenue certainly ; but the revenue muſt be relinquiſhed altoge- 
ther, and the diſtilleries be ſtopped, if the conſumption of ſpirits 
could not be diminiſhed in that part of the kingdom, for the 

Var. IV. | M m 
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exceſſes which the preſent uſe of them occaſioned was moft 
enormous. 

Sir WILLI at PULTENEY thought the conſumption of 
ſpirits much too great for the health and morals of the people in 
Scotland at preſent. He believed that Government had hitherto but 
very imperfect information upon this buſineſs. 

The reſolution was then agrecd to, and the report was ordered 
to be received. 


Thurſday, November 23. 


Mr. HOBART being about to bring up the report of the bill 
for reſtraining the payments of ſpecie by the Bank, 

Mr. HUSSEY roſe to oppoſe the bringing up the report. Ile 
was not in the Houſe yeſterday ; in caſe he had, he moſt certainly 
ſhould, with his ſingle voice, have oppoſed the Houſe going into a 
Committee upon the bill. He conſidered the preſent meaſure as 
one of a moſt dangerous'tendency, and differed entirely with the 
right honourable gentleman as to, the neceſſity of the reſtraint. He 
could by no means reconcile to his mind the idea of continuing the 
reſtriction to the extent of time propoſed, one month after the clo 
of the preſent war. A meaſure cf this important nature ſhould not 
be deferred for fo long a period. At any rate, it thould not be con- 
tinued beyond one month after the next meeting of Parliament. 
He did not oppoſe the preſent meaſure from any idea of obſtruQing 
the proceedings of Government. His oppoſition aroſe from the 
fatal tendency which, in his opinion, the reſtraint would have upon 
Bank notes. He was certain this would ſoon be felt, and in pro- 
portion as the notes were affected would the country be injured. He 
conceived it to be his duty to oppoſe the meaſure, and had there- 
fore taken this ſtage of the proccedings to object to its farther 

rogeſs. 

Mr. SPEAKER reminded the honourable gentleman, that when 
the report was brought up .he would have an opportunity to object 
to any particular part of it, if he thought neceſſary. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he ſhould have thought the honour- 
able Member would not have oppoſed the bringing up the report, 
but would have preferred the regular mode, fince, if his objection 
were ſucceſsful againſt any part of it, the bill muſt drop altogether. 
He gave the fulleſt credit to the motives which actuated the honour- 
able Member in oppoſing the bill, but conceived he was miſtaken 
as to its tendency. The reſtraint upon the Bank was, in his opi- 
nion, an act, under preſent external circumſtances, of abſolute ne- 
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ceſſity : it was highly neceſſary this reſtraint ſhould continue during 
the preſent war, or, at leaſt, while it retained its preſent ſhape. His 
reaſons for this opinion were already known to the Houſe. We 
were contending with an enemy, whoſe object was to attack the 
credit of the countrv, and to embarraſs its financial operations. It 
was necefſary to meet theſe attacks in a manner that would defeat 
the object of the enemy. The Houſe ſhould take every meaſure to 
ward off the danger, and the preſent was, in his opinion, the beſt 
that could poſſibly be adopted. 

Mr. HUSSEY agreed with the right honourable gentleman as 
to the neceſſity of adopting meaſures which would oppoſe the inten- 
tions of the enemy, but could not conceive that the one propoſed 
would produce that effect. If, however, it would, it was preferable 
at preſent to continue the reſtriction only till a month after the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament; and if it was thought neceſſary then, the re- 
{triction might be farther continued. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that though by the bill the reſtrio- 
ion was continued during the war, it enpowered the Bank at any 
intermediate period to reſume its payments, by communicating its 
intention to the Speaker, and giving one month's notice. It was 
necetfary to hold out to the enemy, that the country was prepared to 

ect all its eiforts of deſperation ; but it did not follow that the re- 
ſtriction would be continued during the whole of the war. While, 


however, it was purſucd in its preſent ſhape, he certainly conſidered 


the reſtriction as abſolutely neeeſſary. 

The report was then brought up, and agreed to, 

Mr. MARTIN preſented a petition from the Returning Officer 
of the borough of Tewkeſbury, in Glouceſterſnire, which ſtated his 
av ing received a precept to return a Member; that he had neg- 
lected to proclaim the ſame between the hours of four and eight as 
the act appointed, and therefore praying that a new writ might be 
itfucd. 

Mr. SPEAKER conceived that the contents of the petition re- 
quired the ſerious attention of the Houſe, and directed the Clerk to 
read the acts of the 7th and 8th of William and Mary, relating 
to the regulation of elections, and alſo the æct of the 25th of 
George III. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it was a queſtion which required 
much important deliberation ; and as gentlemen could not be fo 
well acquainted with the contents of the petition, as if it were or- 
dered to lie on the table, he ſhould move to that effect. He, how- 
ever, conceived, that the Houſe could not interfere in the petition, 
as fiſty-two days were not elapſed, which was neceſſary in the pre- 
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ſent inſtance. The petition, however, had better be laid upon the 
table, that gentlemen might make themſelves acquainted with the 
laws upon the ſubject. 

Mr. BRAGGE ſaid a few words in ſupport of the petition ; 
after which the petition was brought up, and ordered to lie upon 
the table. 


— * 1. * — — * — * — 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 


Friday, November 24. 


Heard counſel in an appeal, wherein Francis Duggan was appel- 
Jant, and Alexander Wight, refpondent, and affirmed the decrec of 
the Court of Seſſion, without calling upon the reſpondent's counſel, 
Adjourned to Monday. 


— * 8 . F E, TOS * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, November 24. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT rofe and faid : In purſuance of the inti- 
mation which I gave upon a former day, I now riſe to ſtate to the 
Committee the general outline of the meaſures which are propoſed 
as the foundations for raifing the ſupplies, and for meeting the exi- 
gencies of the enſuing year. As the principle of that part of the in- 
tended plan to which I am moſt defirous to direct the attention of 
the Committee is new in the financial operations of this country, at 
leaſt for more than a century, as it is a principle ſo important in its 
nature, and fo extenſive in its conſequences, it is not my intention to 
call for any deciſion upon its merit in the preſent ſtage of the buſi- 
neſs. All that I now mean to ſtate to the Committee, I with to be 
conſidered merely as a notice, and a general explanation of a plan 
that is afterwards to be brought forward. Any minute conſideration 
and particular diſpoſitions I ſhall omit till the ſubject is ſubmitted 
to a detailed diſcuſſion, and content myſelf with a general view of the 
object propoſed, and a general outline of the mode by which it is to 
be carrried into execution. After the facts which are already in 
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your poſſeſſion, after the unanimous reſolution which the two Houſes 
of Parliament have paſſed upon the ſubject, it would be unneceſſary 
for me to dwell upon the cauſes which demand your exertions, and 
the nature of the objects which the ſupplies you are called upon to 
provide are intended to ſecure. The queſtion which you have to 
conſider is of no leis importance than by what means you are to 
provide for the expences which will be neceſſary to enable you ſuc- 
ceſsfully to reſiſt the avowed intentions of an arrogant foe, to de- 
ſtroy your liberties and conſtitution, to cut off the ſources of your 
wealth, your proſperity, your independence, and your glory. In 
pledging ourſelves to withitand theſe haughty pretenſions, and to 
defend the bleſſings we enjoy, we have not acted lightly, In ex- 
preſſing our determination to {upport the honour and the intereſt of 
the country at every hazard, we ſpoke equally the dictates of ſober 
reflection, and the language of indignant feeling; our judgement was 
in concord with our ardour ; we declared ourſelves ready to rneet 
the difficulty in its fulleſt extent, and prepared to ſupport our reſo- 
lution at every extremity. I wiih to be underſtood, therefore, that 
it is upon theſe principles that the plan which I am now about to 
explain is founded. I know that it is upon theſe principles that 
Parliament and the Nation have pledged themſelves to act. By theſe 
principles, and theſe only, the meaſures which are to be ſubmitted to 
your conſideration have been framed, and it is upon theſe principles 
that their propriety ought to be judged. 

Before I proceed to enter more largely into the principles of the 
plan which it is my intention to propoſe, I ſhall very briefly take a 
view of the amount of the expence for which it will be acceſſary to 
provide, Theſe I ſhall ſtate under the uſual heads, avoiding, in 
the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, all minute details, and confidering 
only the amount of the ſupplies which will be required. I ſhall 
begin, then, with the ſums that will be neceffary for the ſervice of 
the navy. The Committee will recollect, that there has already 
been voted for this branch, the ſum of 12, 5 39, oo0l. It will 
likewiſe be recollected, that the eſtimates of the preſent year have 
been made out in a new form, intended with greater correctneſs 
than formerly, to preſent a full view of all the expence that would 
be neceſſary. Inſtead of the former allowance of 41. per month, 
which was found to be inadequate, the full expence has been taken 
into view. Even in their preſent ſhape the eſtimates are not to be 
conſidered as ſo accurate as to exclude the poſſibility of any exceſs. 
All that can be ſaid is, that they are now more likely than at any 
former period to include the whole of the expence which this branch 
* the ſervice may demand. The amount voted, then, for this 
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article is 1 2, 5 30, oool. It is unneceſſary here to ſpecify the dif. 
terent heads of this branch; all that is requiſite is, to point out the 
whole of the expence which we are called upon to deviſe meaſures 
to ſupply. Beſides this ſum, there will be a ſum of navy debt, 
owing to the exceſs of laſt year above the eſtimate, amounting to 
three millions. This, however, will, form no part of the expence 
for which it will now be requilite to make a cath proviſion. It will 
only be requiſite to provide a ſum equal to the intereſt ; and in the 
preſent ſtate of the funds, that proviſion cannot be calculated at leſs 
than 250,000l. By a regulation adopted laſt year to prevent the 
depreciation of Navy and Exchequer bills, by providing that the 
period of payment ſhould never be very diſtant from their date, 
there will be on their monthly iſſue of 5 oo, oool. a floating debt 
of 1,500,000. to be funded, ariling out of the exceſs of the eſti- 
mates for the year 1787, There will likewiſe be a ſimilar ſum of 
1,500,000. falling due in the year 1799; but for theſe no caſh 
proviſion will be neceſſary, nor are they included in the ſupplies to 
be raiſed. The ſum of 12,539,000]. is all that enters into the 
account of the ſupplies under this branch for the enſuing year. 

The expence for the Army, excepting only barracks and extraor- 
dinaries, has likewiſe been voted. What the amount of the extra- 
ordinarics will be, it is impoſſible to aſcertain ; but ſo far as can be 
collected from the bills already drawn, this article may be taken at 
four millions, beſides the vote of credit, making an exceſs of about 
1,300,000). at the end of the year. | | 

In judging of the probable amount of the demands of this 
branch of ſervice for the year 1798, it will be ſeen that there is no 
proſpect of increaſe at home; that the ſituation of the war abroad 
promiſes to admit of a diminution ; and that, from the general ſtate 
of affairs, many of the cauſes which contributed to ſwell the Extra- 
ordinaries of the army ceaſe to operate. The account of the Extra- 
ordinaries, then, may be taken at 2, 500, odol. The charge on 
the Head of Barracks may be eſtimated at 400,0001. The expence 
of Guards and Garriſons, and the general articles included under 
this head, has already been voted, amounting to 10, 1 1 2, oool. 
The Ordnance may be taken at 1,300,000l. ; and che various 
articles of Miſcellaneous Service may be rated at 673, oool. 
There remain only two articles to be noticed, the ſum of 200,000]. 
appropriated for the reduction of the National Debt, and about 
680, oool. ariſing from deficiencies of grants. From the whole, 
then, the Committee will ſee, that the ſum now to be provided for 
amounts to about twenty-five millions and a half. Suppofing the 
ſtatements under the head of the Army and Navy to be correct, the 
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expence on theſe branches will be reduced to the extent of two mil- 


lions and a half; and, including the reduction on the head of Ex- 


traordinaries, the ſaving upon the whole will amount to the ſum 
of 6,7 00,0001. 

Notwithſtanding this diminution, however, there ſtill remains 
the ſum of 25 millions and a halt to be provided for, as the ſupplies 
of the enſuing year. Before I proceed to explain the general plan 
propoſed for covering this expence, I ſhall ſtate the uſual articles 
which compoſe part of the annual Ways and Means. Theſe are 
the growing produce of the conſolidated fund, and the land and 
malt. The former I ſhall take, along with the profit on the lot- 
tery, at ſo very {mall a ſum as 700,0001l. making wich the land 
and malt the ſum of three millions and a half. There ſtill remains, 
however, the ſum of twenty-two millions to be ſupplied by ſome 
other means. The mode by which this ſum is to be raifed, forms 
the great object of conſideration. The reduction upon the head of 
naval and military eſtabliſhment does, indeed, amount to a very con- 
fiderable ſaving. I he Committee will ſee with ſatisfaction that their 
expences admit of diminution below what was neceffary in ſome 
former periods of the war. Pleaſing as this circumſtance certainly 
is, I will not diſguiſe, however, that after the ſums which have al- 
ready been added to the national debt, after the burdens which have 
already been impoſed, to raiſe ſo large a ſum as twenty-two millions, 
is no light matter. But the difficulty is to be examined with a 
firm determination to exert every effort which the magnitude of the 
occalion demands, with a firm determination to produce the means 
by which the ſtruggle is to be ſupported wich vigour and with 
elſect, ſo long as theſe continue to be the only courſe by which we 
can maintain our national honour, and ſecure out national ſafety. 
After this decided reſolution, to render theſe ſupplies effective, the 
next point to be conſidered is the mode by which the expence is to 
be detrayed without danger to the ſources of our proſperity, and 
without inconvenience to thoſe who may be called upon to con- 
tribute, 

Before I enter into the ſtatement of that plan by which it is pro- 
poled to meet a confiderable part of this expence in a manner rather 
new in our more recent financial operations, I thall mention one of 
the intended ſupplies which, under the reſtriction with which it will 
be guarded, I am diſpoſed to think will be viewed as altogether un- 
exceptionable. After what I have heard from ſome gentlemen on for- 
mer diſcuſſions, I cannot expect that the meaſure to which I allude 
will encounter no oppoſition, but I am pretty confident that though 
not univerſal, the approbation which it will receive ill be very 
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general. This meaſure, however, is conſiderably different from 
that which ſome gentlemen conceive. I propoſe that towards the 
ſupplies the Bank ſhall make an advance to Government. The 
ſum which it is in contemplation thus to raiſe is neither very large 
in itſelf, nor will it be made in ſuch a ſhape as to deprive the Bank 
of the certainty of re-payment within a ſhort period, if it ſhall be 
conſidered expedient to take off the reſtriction on payment in caſh. 

That under all the circumſtances of our preſent ſituation that re- 
ſtrĩction is neceſſary I cannot entertain a doubt. I confeſs that 
while the war continucs in its preſent ſhape it is my decided opi- 
nion that it would he unwiſe to diſcontinue that reſtriction. If, 
however, any unforeſeen events of the war, or if the return of 
peace ſhould ſuperſede that neceſſity, the advances which it is pro- 
poſed ſhould be made by the Bank are to be upon ſuch conditions 
as ſhall render them available for the payment of their debt. If 
ſech a meaſure ſhould meet with the approbation of Parliament the 
Bank will conſent to make the advance. If it is clear then that in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs the reſtriction is prudent, if under the 
conditions intended to be ſtipulated with regard to the manner of re- 
payment this advance will be attended with advantage to the pub- 
lie ſervice without any detriment to the Bank, I am at a loſs to 
diſcover why we ſhould decline an accommodation which, in the 
preſent circumſtances of the country, would prove ſo material a re- 
lief. The ſum of three millions then the Bank will agree to ad- 
vance on Exchequer bills, to be repaid at a ſhort period, capable of 
being prolonged if nothing occur to render that extenſion inexpe- 
dient, but ſtill claimable by the Bank if any change in their affairs 
ſhall render it neceſſary. 

There now remains to be ſupplied the ſum of 19 millions. Ac- 
cording to the received ſyſtem of our financial operations the natural 
and ordinary mode of providing this ſum would be by a loan. I 
know, that notwithſtanding the magnitude of the debt already accu- 
mulated, reſources are till left for ſupplving the public ſervice by 
this means. I admit the funding ſyſtem, which has been ſo long 
the eſtabliſhed mode of ſupplying the public wants, though I cannot 
but regret the extent to which it has been carried, is not yet ex- 
hauſted. If we look, however, at the general diffuſion of wealth, 
and the great accumulation of capital; above all, if we confider 
the hopes which the enemy have conceived of wearying us out by 
the embarraſſments of the funding ſyſtem, we ſhall find that the 
true mode of preparing ourſelves to maintain the conteſt with effed 
and ſucceſs, is to reduce the advantages which the funding ſyſtem 1s 
calculated to afford within due limits, and to prevent the deprecia- 
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tion of our national ſecurities. We ought to confider how far the 
efforts we ſhall exert to preſerve the bleſſings we enjoy will enable 
us to tranſmit the inheritance to poſterity unincumbered with thoſe 
burdens which would cripple their vigour, which would prevent 
them from aſſerting that rank in the ſcale of nations which their an- 
ceftors ſo long and ſo gloriouſly maintained. It is in this point of 
view that the ſubject ought to be conſidered. Whatever objections 


might have been fairly urged againſt the funding ſyſtem in its ori- 


gin, no man can ſuppoſe that after the form and ſhape which it has 
given to our financial affairs, after the heavy burdens which it has 
left behind it, we can now recur to the notion of raiſing in one year 
the whole of the ſupplies which a ſcale of expence ſo extenſive as 
ours muſt require. If ſuch a plan is evidently impraQticable, ſome 
medium, however, may be found to draw as much advantage from 
the funding ſyſtem, as it is fit, conſiſtently with a due regard for 
poſterity, to employ, and at the ſame time to obviate the evils with 
which its exceſs would be attended. We ſtill may deviſe ſome 
expedient by which we may contribute to the defence of our own 
cauſe, and to the ſnpply of our own exigencies, by which we may 
reduce within equitable limits the accommodation of the funding 
ſyſtem, and lay the foundation of that quick redemption which will 
prevent the dangerous conſequences of an overgrown accumulation of 
our public debt. 

Such are the advantages which the plan I am about to propoſe 
endeavours to combine. To guard againſt the accumulation of 


the funded debt, and to contribute that ſhare to the ſnpport of the 


ſtruggle in which we are engaged, which our ability will permit 
without inconvenience to thoſe who are called upon to contribute, 
appears eſſentially necefſary. The great object of ſuch a practical 
ſcheme muſt be to allot fairly and equally to every claſs that portion 
which each ought to bear. As I have already ſtated then, it is my 
intention to propoſe, not for your immediate decifion, but for your 
mature deliberation, the plan of raiſing by a general tax within the 
year, the ſum of ſeven millions. I am aware that this ſum does 
far exceed any thing which has been raiſed at any former period at 
one time, but I truſt I have tated ſufficient reaſons to ſhew that it 
is a wiſe and neceſſary meaſure. I am ſure that whatever tempo- 


rary ſacrifices it may be neceſſary to make, the Committee will 
feel that they can beſt provide for the ultimate ſucceſs of the ſtrug- 
gle by ſhowing that they are determined'to be guided by no perſonal 
conſiderations, that while they defend the preſent bleſſings they en- 
Joy, they are not regardleſs of poſterity. If the ſaerifices required 
de conſidered in this view; if they be taken in reference to the ob- 
N n 
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jects for which we contend, and the evils which we are labouring to 
avert, great as they may be compared with former exertions, they 
muſt appear very light in the balance. 

It will be obſerved that there will be 12 millions out of the 18 
ſtill to be provided for in the way of loan. At preſent I fate this 
circumſtance merely in the curſory review I have taken of the 
whole ſupplies. In what manner it will be done muſt depend 
upon the views which the progreſs of affairs may afterwards ſug. 
geſt. Certain parts of this ſum would probably be raiſed on dif. 
ferent terms. Whatever part of it might be covered by the produce 
of the ſinking fund may be borrowed as permanent debt, providing 
for its redemption on the ſame terms with the other permanent 
debt ; other parts again may be borrowed upon a much earlier 
ſcheme of redemption. But to proceed to the mode by which it is 
propoſed to raiſe this ſum of ſeven millions: 

It has been underſtood for a conſiderable time that a great in- 
creaſe of the Aſſeſſcd "Taxes was in agitation. I ſhall fate the 
reaſons why this branch of the revenue has been choſen as beſt cal- 
culated to combine the advantages which I have already explained 
as deſirable in the intended plan. The objects to be attained in 
the mode of executing this ſcheme are threefold. «One great point 
is, that the plan ſhould be diffuſed as extenſively as poflible ; that 
it ſhould be regulated as fairly and equally as poſſible, without the 
neceſſity of ſuch an inveſtigation of property as the cuſtoms, the 
manners, and the purſuits of the people would render odious and 
vexatious. That it ſhould exclude thoſe who are leaſt able to con- 
tribute or furniſh means of rclicf to thoſe whoſe ſituation moſt en- 
titles them to favour and exemption : that it ſhould diſtinguiſh the 
gradation of elaſſes; that it ſhould admit of thoſe abatements which, 
in particular inſtances, it might be prudent to make in the portion 
of thoſe who might be liable under its general principles. I am 
aware that no meaſure can be deviſed adequately to provide for all 
- theſe objects in all their details and in every particular inſtance. 
No ſcheme can be practically carried into execution, in any finan- 
cial arrangement, much more in ſuch a one as the preſent, with 
ſuch perfect diſpoſitions as to guard againſt every poſſible inconve- 
nience, and to render every individual application unexceptionable. 
[Theſe general principles however, muſt be kept in view in every 
practical plan, and the great queſtion in diſcuſſion will be, whether 
any means of opportioning the extent of the contribution can be 
found better calculated to preſerve them entire than the proviſions 
which I propoſe contains. It will at once occur that the taxes, 
known by the name of Aſſeſſed, include ſo many objects differen! 

. A 
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in their nature, ſo many objects in the preſent ſtate of ſociety of 
real neceſſity, ſo many of optional uſe and of luxury, fo diverſified 
by modes, by the tate of families, that in general nothing can af- 
ford a better teſt of expenditure than the way in which theſe taxes 
are combined. Oae great objection, that the poor who contribute 
to the Aſſeſſed Taxes, yet may be entitled to be exempted from 
ſuch a contribution as the preſent, will thus be obviated in a ſtriking 
manner. Thoſe who contribute to the Atlefſed "Taxes compole a 
number of about 7 or 860,000 houſekeepers and maſters of fa- 
milies, including a population of nearly four millions, on whom the 
ſum will be raiſed. Who then are thoſe who will be entitled to 
exemption ? 'T hoſe who already are not included at all, on account 
of their poverty, or thoſe who, for the ſame reaſon, are diſcharged 
from payment. Whether this deſcription includes the artificers 
and labourers who have a fair claim to exemption, there is at leaſt 
reaſon to believe from the beſt information that can be collected, 
500,000 houſekeepers and maſters of families, covering a popula- 
tion of between two and three millions, are ſo comprehended. Such 
is the extent of the total exemption. The next object then is, to 
confider the effect of the contribution upon thoſe claſſes on which it 
would be raiſed. The Aſſeſſed Taxes, fo far as can be aſcertained, 
amount to a ſum of about 2, o, oool. This ſum as collected is 
levied upon about 7 or 800,000 houſekeepers, of whom it is aſcer- 
tained that - 400,000 do not contribute more than 150,000. 
This, indeed, is a little increaſed by the late additions, but in à 
very ſmall proportion, as theſe additions chiefly affect thoſe who be- 
long to the ſuperior clafſes. The propoſed additional aſſeſſment 
then, upon the whole contributors, would amount, on the whole 
tum of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, to ſomething leſs than a treble contri- 
bution. Why it will be ſomething leſs than treble, which would 
be about eight millions, will be explained in the ſequel, When 
we ſee that 400,000 houſcholders contribute only 150, oool. we 
ſhall ſee how ſmall a part of the additional ſhare will fall upon thoſe 
who are moſt entitled ro mitigation. In this extenſive apportion- 


ment too, we ſhall diſcyuver the modifications which it may be ne- 


cefſary to make, and the means to adapt it to the ability of the con- 
tributors. The Aſſeſſed Taxes obviouſly divide themſelves into 
two elaſſes. "Thoſe which in a great meaſure applied to inha— 
bited houſes, conſid of three duties, that which was known by the 
name of the Old Duty, the Window Duty, and the Commutation 
Duty, firſt impoſed laft war, and regulated in 1788; and of the 
a nerent per cents. fince impoſed, which may amount to about 
1.4C0,000l. out of two millions and a half. In this both the 
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high and the low claſſes were included, but among the latter 
400,000 contributed only 150, oool. The other conſiſts of op- 
tional conſumptions and luxury —the duty on ſervants, carriages, 
Horſes for pleaſure, and that claſs of horſes employed in agriculture, 
the proprietors of whom, in the preſent ſtate of the country, one of 
the moſt opulent claſſes which it contains, could not be injured by 
fuch an addition to the moderate rate which is now paid. It will 
readily occur that where there are houſes which do not contribute 
for the optional, or claſs of luxury, there the inhabitant muſt be beſt 
entitled to favour and mitigation. On theſe, then, the burden will 
fall much more lightly than on thoſe, ſuch as we ourſelves, and 
thoſe who contribute to both diviſions of the Aﬀeſſed Taxes. 
There is another diſtinction likewiſe which will increaſe the facility 
of applying the relief which may be found proper to beſtow. The 
Houſe Tax in the metropolis and other great towns, is more felt by 
the inferior claſſes than it is felt by the ſame claſs in the country, 
Perſons in the ſame circumſtances of life, who in the country pay 
only perhaps 2L in towns may pay 3 or 4 times that amount. It 
ts the advantage of this plan then, that it will be in the power of 
the Committee to make the contribution bear upon thoſe who are 
beſt able to pay, and diminiſh the burden of thoſe who are beſt en- 
titled to relief. It forms another characteriſtie advantage of the 
plan, that the relief which it may be expedient to give to the poor, 
will not materially affect the produQtiveneſs of the tax. There is 
reaſon to believe, from the beſt eſtimate that can be formed, that not 
more than 3 or 400, oool. is raiſed in all the metropolis. This 
includes, indeed, all who are entitled to relief, but it likewiſe in- 
cludes all thoſe who are beſt able to pay. If great cities and popu- 
Jous towns contain a great number who, from their poverty, have 
a claim to exemption, they contain likewiſe a great proportion of the 
opulent claſs, who will be able to contribute in ſuch a manner as 
to ſupply what it would be unfair to exact from the inferior claſs. 
Thus the two clafſes together will ſupply what is required without 
oppreſſion to the poor, or defalcation of the tax. In this manner, 
following the gradations of ability, as they are clearly pointed out 
by the profits of voluntary or luxurious contribution, and the claims 
to relief, as they are aſcertained by the nature of the taxes which 
individuals already pay, the full amount will be fairly collected, and 
the burden juſtly diſtributed. In this way the firſt claſs of contri- 
bution will, on the whole, double the amount of what is already 
paid, though in ſome caſes it may be more than double, in others 
confiderably leſs. In this way 2, 8 o0, oool. may be obtained. 
Upon that claſs which comprehends the taxes on Servants, Pleaſure 
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Horſes, Carriages, &c. it is propoſed to treble the aſſeſſment. In 
the higher elaſſes, where the quantity of Aſſeſſed "Taxes may be 
conſidered as a fair criterion of opulence, the rate of contribution 
may in ſome caſes be an addition of three and a half, and even in 
the higheſt claſs of all, a quadruple of the preſent tax. 

On the ſecond deſcription, there may be obtained about 
3,0 00, oool. at the treble rate. Allowing 5 oo, oool. for the 
higheſt claſs, the produce with the 2, 8 o, oool. for the firſt claſs, 
makes more than 7,000,0001. If it were trebled on the whole, 
the produce would be more than 8,000,000]. ; but it will now be 
ſufficiently underſtood, that, from the modifications which it will be 
expedient to introduce, in many caſes, inſtead of double there will 
not be one rate, in ſome not one half rate, and others ſtill leſs, to 
be exacted. Thus, from the treble allotment, there will be nearly 
one million to be divided in modification to alleviate the burdens of 
thoſe whom it may be wiſe to exempt. In this manner each claſs 
will mutually contribute to the relief of thoſe who are unable to 
ſuſtain an additional burden, and the 400,000 who now pay ſo 
ſmall a proportion will continue to be proteQed from any ſevere ex- 
action by the extent which the tax will receive from the more opulent 
claſs of contributors. 

Thus the advantage of ſuch an arrangement will allow ſufficient 
latitude of relief where relief thould be given without diminiſh- 
ing the productiveneſs of the tax. It will allow any exemptions to 
thoſe who have no means, not to thoſe who are unwilling to contri- 
bute ; of the former there may be many in number, but little in 
amount; of the latter, whatever the amount may be, I am ſure 
the numbers will be few. I am ſure that there cannot be a large 
proportion of men in any part of this country who will be unwilling 
to concur in thoſe meaſures which are felt ſo neceflary for the public 
ſafety, or who can refuſe to contribute a part of their property for 
the preſervation of all they poſſeſs. In ſuch a cauſe no man can find 
the extent of his contribution limited, but by the extent of his 
ability. In every claſs where the means exceed the actual neceſſity 
in every caſe where the power of contribution exceeds the abſolute 
demand, no man can ſurely be ſo unmindful of the duties he owes 
to his country, no man can be ſo blind to the intereſts he has to 


preſerve, as not to feel that he makes the moſt frugal and generous 


option in contributing to defend the ſociety, of which he forms a 
component part, and to maintain that ſtation which he occupies, 
I am aware that I anticipate the wiſhes of every man who hears 
me, in thus propoſing that the extent of the relief which the poor 
will receive will be defrayed by the rate of contributing varying 
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with the property and the ſtake which men hold in the country, by 
attaching upon the ſame claſs with ourſ-lves the additional burden; 
which the poverty of the lower claſſes will improve. In thus 


. affording a proof of the ſincerity of the pledge we have given by 


our readineſs to make the ſacrifices which it requires, I teel that J 
am equally in uniſon with the general ſentiment of the Committee, 
as with the great principles of policy and of juſtice. Speaking for 
ourſelves, we thus diſclaim every little jealouſy of the exten of the 
burden we are called upon to bear. We prove to the world that 
we are not limited by this or that contribution; we demonſtrate 
that we calculate only the magnitude of the occation, and confider 
only whether the etfort be equal to the importance of the demand, 
I truſt that the exertion will not be deficient, that the contribution 
will not be inadequate ; but if it were found to be below the unex- 
ampled greatneſs of the cauſe, I am ſure that the utmoſt alacrity 
would be ſhewn to ſubmit to ſtill greater facrifices, and to diſplay 
more vigorous efforts. We have the ſatisfaction of knowing that, 
however heavy theſe burdens miglit be, if permanent, vet as tempo- 
rary ſacrifices they are light in the ſcale when weighed againſt this 
mighty eri ſis and extremity of defence, when compared with the hor- 
rors we have to ſhun, and the value of the bleſſings we have to pre- 
ſerve. If I am not deceived in the inquiries I have made, the 
greateſt contribution will not excced a tenih of the income of the 
higheſt claſs of thoſe by whom it is paid. No man ſurely will think 
ſuch a ſacrifice too great for ſuch a cauſe ; he cannot think advan- 
tages too dearly purchaſed, if the effect of our preparation be to diſ- 
courage the extravagant pretenſions of the enemy, to diſſipate the 
vain hopes they have built on our ſuppoſed financial embarraiſments, 
to animate confidence at home, to confirm the ſolidity of our power, 
and to maintain the ſources of our proſperity. 

Having thus explained the general nature of the plan propoſed, I 
muſt not omit to ſuggeſt the precautions which will be neceffary to 
prevent the contribution from being eluded on the one hand by a ſub- 
ſequent diminution of eſtabliſhment, and on the other, to make pro- 
viſion that a real change of circumſtances may not expoſe indivi- 
duals to an oppreſſive exaction. It is evident, however, that in 
order to make the tax productive, it muſt proceed on a paſt, not on 2 
future aſſeſſment. For, Sir, every gentleman muſt feel, that if for 
the period this contribution is to be levied upon the People, the ſhare 
each individual is to contribute, were to be regulated by future Aſſeſſ- 
ments, a great part of the benefit, there is now reaſon to expect we 
ſhall derive from it, would be frittered away by concealment and 
evaſion. It is therefore my purpoſe to propoſe, that not future, bu: 
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paſt Aſſeſſments ſhall be made the baſis of the new contribution ; 
becauſe prima facie, the moſt impartial evidence that can be obtained 
of the ability of each individual to contribute to the exigencies of 
the ſtate, is the amount of his expenditure of income before he has 
any temptation to lower it, in order to elude caxation. On the other 
hand, Sir, as Caſes may exiſt of ſome, who, by accidental cauſes, are 
rendered unable to ſupport their preſent eſtabliſhment ; of others, 
who, having imprevidently engaged in them, repent of their impru- 
dence and defire to return to a ſituation better adapted to their real 
circumſtances 3 and of others, who, though able to pay their preſent 
Aſſeſſments, can ſhew themſelves by the proportion they bear to 
their income, to be unable to bear the additional weight of the new 
contributions, it is my intention, when the whole ſhall come in de- 
tail before the Houſe, to propoſe regulations for the relief of ſuch 
perſons, to be digeſted and modified in the beſt manner of which ſo 
complicated a ſubje will admit. But, while proviſions of this kind 
are to be made in favour of thoſe upon whom the aſſeſſment would 
be too ſeverely felt, the Houſe will foreſee that it will be impoſſible, 
with any regard to the great and important object in view, to ſuffer 
the tax to be evaded by thoſe who, not deficient in ability, but want- 
ing in inclination to contribute to the neceſſities of their country, 
would abandon the eſtabliſhments to which they have been accuſ- 
tomed, and diminiſh their expenditure, in order to avoid the tax. 
But if it be found that, in point of fact, they ſhall have reſigned 
their eſtabliſhments from inability to maintain them ; and, if they 
follow up that reſignation with a declaration to be preſcribed for the 
purpoſe, that the increaſed aſſeſſments would amount to more than a 
certain proportion, to be regulated on a future day, of their whole in- 
come, then they ſhall be entitled to relief. Sir, I am aware, that, 
though the Houſe and the Nation will, with few exceptions, concur 
with me in this, there will not be wanting thoſe who will cavil at 
this mitigating proviſion, and alledge that it will amount in its ef- 
ſects to a compulſory diſcloſure of property; but the Houſe will im- 
mediately ſee that it falls ſhort of that, and will view it in its true 
aſpect; that is to ſay, as a proviſion intended to qualifv, to miti- 
gate, or to prevent any ſeverity or injury that may ariſe to indivi- 
duals from the difficulty, or rather the utter impracticability of 
drawing a preciſe line of demarcation between thoſe who, on ac- 
count of the property they poſſeſs are bound, and thoſe who, from 
inferior circuraſtances, are unable to contribute to a ſupply for the 
exigencies of the State : no man can ſay that ſuch a proviſion, com- 
ing with the effects of relief, is a hardthip, and I am ſure no man 
6an ſay that the tax would be efficient without it. "Theſe, Sir, are 
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the outlines of the plan which I mean to offer t& the conſideration 
of the Houſe in more minute detail upon a future day. If, when 
the whole has been examined, it ſhall meet the concurrence of, and 
be adopted by, the Houſe, it will be found diſengaged from many 
difficulties, embarraſiments, and expences, that lie in the way of 
other modes of taxation ; for, Sir, the execution of it will entirely 
depend upon laws now exiſting, laws long in force, laws familiar to 
thoſe who will be the objects of its proviſions. To enforce it, no 
new power will be delegated, no new office created, no new ex- 
pences incurred. 

Sir, I am aware that, in contemplating a ſyſtem of finance which 
profeſſes to make property the baſis of its aſſeſſments, and to be as 
diffuſively as generally, and as equally levied as circumſtances will 
admit, an idea will naturally ſuggeſt itſelf to every one, as it has to 
myſelf— I mean that aſſeſſed taxes, however differently apportioned 
to the circumſtances of different perſons, and however certainly they 
may attach on perſons of oppoſite deſcriptions, are often eluded by a 
particular deſcription of men of large property ; you will ſee ] 
mean thoſe men who poſſeſs large capitals, and who, by denying 
themſelves many of the enjoyments of life, hoard up money, and 
exclude themſelves from aſſeſſment. How much this applies to 
the ſubject in confidcration I will not now diſcuſs, ſince it certainly 
applies no more to this than to any former mode of taxation, for | 
know no act to make property the ſubject of taxation, while it is not 
rendered conducive to the pleaſure or convenience, or rendered 
viſible by the optional expenditure of the perſon who poſſeſſes it. It 
this objection has never ſtood in the way of taxation before, I am 
at a loſs to ſuppoſe how it can be made an objection to this, and 
ſhall be extremely obliged to any gentleman who will point out 2 
mode by which property ſo held in hand can be ſubjeQed to tax- 
ation or aſſeſſment. The proportion this claſs of individuals beats 
to the maſs of the taxable part of the nation, is not ſufficiently prea!t 
to add any weight to the objection if it were made; and I ſubmit 1 
to the feelings and wiſdom of the Committee, whether, in a caſe of 
urgency and importance like the preſent, nine-tenths of the commu- 
nity ſhall refuſe to contribute to the ſupport, the preſervation, the 
exiſtence of the State, becauſe no means can be found to compel the 
remaining tenth to contribute alſo. Undoubtedly if it be now necefſary 
to make great contributions inſtead of incurring a large maſs of new 
debt ; and if that be the beſt mode of carrying on the war, it would 
be greatly advantageous to be able to get at ſome mode of aſſeſſing 
all property in all individuals—and fo far it is to be lamented that 
the deſcription of people of which I ſpeak cannot be made ſubjed 
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to an aſſeſſment. But if, on the other hand, we can flatter our- 
ſelves, as I own I do, with the hopes of being relieved ſometime 
from that neceſſity, then, even though the hoards of the penurious 
elude our ſearch, it by no means follows that the nation will receive 
no profit from them ; for on a general plan, though utterly inac- 
tive in the expenditure of the poſſeſſors, they became active 
in ſome other ſhape, or in other hands, and always find their 
level in the courſe of ſucceſſive ages : fo that though the ſcrutiny to 
pry into wealth may for a time be baffled, the effects of that ſcrutiny 
never fail to be produced by time. If, however, I ſaw the means, 
or could ſuppoſe that means might be deviſed by which ſuch capitals 
could be made productive and uſeful to the State in way of Re- 
venue, I do aſſure the Committee I ſhould conſider it an object too 
important at this time to be negleAed ; though 1 ſtill eonſider them 
as making a part of the ſtrength of the country upon the average 
principles of general Reſources. Vet, Sir, we might flatter ourſelves 
that, independent of that compulſory power which the condition of 
ſuch property denies us, a due proportion of it would, at leaſt in 
ſome caſes, be forthcoming at the ſolicitation of ſelt-intereſt and ſelt- 
defence; for if this is a time, as I contend it is, when the people 
of this country are called upon not to contemplate their wealth only 
for its enjoyment ; not to indulge in prejudices, or opinions, or in 
doubtful ſpeculations, but to take meaſures for the preſcrvation of 
their exiſtence now, and their ſecurity in future and that for this 
purpoſe we are calling for money, not to be raiſed by loan with in- 
tereſt, to remain a heavy burden on thoſe who are to follow us, but 
by demand on capital, then ought the hoards of the penurious to be 
opened ; then ſhould thoſe who, devoted to accumulation by 1gno- 
rance of enjoyment, and early habits of frugality, have arifen from 
the lower rank and meaneſt employments, by rigid frugality and in- 
defatigable induſtry, protected, foſtered, and encouraged by that 
happy ſyſtem of government and thoſe equal Jaws which enabled 
them and permits any man to emerge from the bottom to the top of 
lociety, and who, in contemplating their poſſeſſions, can ſcarcely 
have a hope but that of tranſmitting to their poſterity thoſe bleſſings 
and comforts they deny themſelves : then ought they, I ſay, for the 
recollection of the benefits they have received, and for the ſake of 
hoſe to which they look forward, to conſider themſelves above all 
men bound to come forward in defence of that ſyſtem which afforded 
encouragement to their labours, nurture to their induſtry, vigour to 
their purſuits, and protection to their perſons, their property, and 
their acquiſitions ; then ought ſuch men to reflect, if they have the 


means, that this is the-occafion on which they ſhould come forward; 
Vol, IV, Oo 
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then ought they, who have an intereſt ſo great in the country, to ſee, 
that though it is impracticable to compel them, it is at leaſt neceſ- 
ſary for them to contribute; and that the neceſſity of the times is 
the moſt urgent, as well as the beſt of all compulſiors ; and come 
forward, not only uncompelled, but unſolicited, to offer their contri- 
bution. That ſome will have this feeling, and act upon it, I will 
not doubt—that all will do fo, I am not fo ſanguine as to expect; 
but though they ſhould neither come forward voluntarily, nor be 
ſubje& to coercion, that can hardly be ſtated as an objeQion to 
the plan, unleſs ſomething more unexceptionable can be preſented 
in its place. 
Then, Sir, there remains another, and a leading conſideration — 
J have already ſtated the grounds on which I build my plan for 
railing ſeven millions of the nineteen that are neceſſary for the ſup. 
ply of the year. This leaves, as I have before mentioned, a ſum 
of twelve millions to be raiſed by Loan-—And here a point, ſepa- 
rate, indeed, in its nature, but not leſs important in its conſe- 
quences, properly claims your attention. I have ſtated that the ſum 
of ſeven millions to be levied in a direct way by increaſed affel- 
ments, is intended to make the quantum of the Loan more moderate. 
But I ſhall now ſtate another principle which would lay the ſecurity, 
the credit, the efficient powers, and the refources of the country on 
a firm and immoveable foundation — a principle that will tend not 
to effect a diminution of our burdens for the preſent, but to prevent 
an accumulation of them for the future. The Houſe will recollec 
that, by means of the Sinking Fund, we had advanced far in tie 
reduQion of the National Debt previous to the Loans necetlarily 
made in the preſent war, and every year was attended with ſoch 
ſalutary effects as outran the molt ſanguine calculation, But having 
done ſo, we have yet far to go as things are circumſitanced, if the 
reduction of the debt be confined to the operations of that fund, and 
the expences of the war continue to impede our plans of economy: 
we ſhail have far to go before the operation of that fund, even un- 
der the influence of Peace, can be expected to counteraQ the effeds 
of the war. Vet there are means by which, I am confident, i 
would be practicable in not many years to reſtore our reſources, and 
put the country in a {tate equal to all exigencies. It is impoſſible, 
Sir, but we muſt feel ourſelves bound by duty, if we wanted the en- 
couragement of ſucceſs, to proceed in the buſineſs, and to complete 
the work which has already had fo much ſucceſs, and even to pro- 
vide, if it ſhall be found expedient or neceſſary, for more rapidly 
accompliſhing that defirable object. Not only; Sir, do I thins 
that the principle is wiſe, and the attempt practicable, to provide 
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large ſupplies, out of the direct taxes of the year; but I conceive it 
it to be equally wiſe, and not leſs praQicable, to make proviſion for 
the amount of the debt incurred and funded in the ſame year; and, 
if the neceſſity of carrying on the war ſhall entail upon us the ne- 
ceſſity of contracting another debt, the principle J have in view is 
ſuch, that, with the aſſiſtance of the Sinking Fund to co-operate, we 
ſhall not owe more than at the beginning. I cannot, indeed, take 
upon me to ſay, that the war will not ſtop the progreſs of the plan 
of liquidation ; but if the means to which I look be adopted, it 
will leave us at leaſt ſtationary—it will leave us where we were; and 
beſides the ſalutary influence it will have upon our credit and re- 
ſources at home, it will produce the happy effect of demonſtrating 
to the enemy, that, whatever the nature of the conteſt may be, or 
whatever its duration, our ſtrength is undiminiſhed, our reſources 
unexhauſted, and our general ſituation unimpaired ; that the hopes 
they entertain of deſtroying the country through the medium of its 
finance, are as vain as their defigns are wicked ; and that, whatever 
meaſures they may think proper to adopt againſt this country, they 
will find us not at all diſabled for the conteit. But, Sir, it is ne- 
cefſary for me to be more explicit; and I will endeavour to make 
the point appear as clear to the Houſe as it now appears to me. 

If I muſt borrow twelve millions, four of thoſe may be bor- 
rowed without making any additional debt; for the Sinking Fund 
will pay ſo much. There then will remain eight millions, which 
would be an additional permanent capital if ſuffered to be funded 
for theſe eight millions, therefore, I would make a different provi- 
fon, that is to ſay, I would propoſe that the increaſed Aſſeſſed 
Taxes, the plan of which I have already laid before the Houſe, be 
continued till the principal and intereſt be completely diſcharged ; 
lo that, after ſeven millions have been raiſed for this year, the ſame 
taxes in one year more, with the additional aid of the Sinking Fund, 
will pay off all that principal and intermediate intereſt. My pro- 
poſition, therefore, if carried into effect, would not only furnith a 
current ſupply, but quicken the redemption of the national debt, 
without bearing harder on the people than they can conveniently 
bear. This would ſpeak a language to all Europe; this would 
ſpeak a language to the enemy that, by cooling the ardour of their 
expectations, and ſhewing them the abſurdity of their deſigns, will 
afford the beſt chance of ſhortening the duration of the war, and of 
leflening the duration and weight of our taxes. If you feel your- 
ſelves equal to this exertion, its effects will not be confined merely 
to the benefits I have ſtated in the way of general policy, and in a 
ſueceſsful determination of the conteſt, but will go farther ; it will 
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go to the exqneration of the nation from. increaſed burdens, and to 
the relief of thoſe who are to follow us from the weight of the ex. 
pences of a war, waged in defence of a ſyſtem which we have re. 
ceived from our progenitors in truſt to be tranſmitted entire to our 
ſucceſſors. Unleſs you feel you have a right to expeQ, that by leſs 
exertion you will be equally ſeeure, and indulge the ſuppoſition that, 
by {topping ſhort of this effort you will produce a ſucceſsful termi- 
nation of the war, von muſt ſet aſide all apprehenſions of the pre- 
ſent preſſure, and by vigorous exertion, endeavour to fecure your fu- 
ture ſtability, the happy effects of which, I pledge myſelf, will ſoon 
be ſeen and acknowledged; I am aware that it will be ſaid (for it has 
often been faid} and I agree to it, that it would be fortunate if the 
practice of funding had never been introduced; and that it is not 
terminated is much to be lamented ; but if we are arrivetl at à 
moment which requires a change of ſyſtem, it is ſome encourage- 
ment for us to look forward to benefits which, on all former occa- 
fions have been unknown, becauſe the means of obtaining them 
were neglected. 

If, Sir, the whole ſum be provided for in the manner J propoſe, 
inſtead of being funded, the advantages will be greater than thoſe 
who have not been at the trouble to calculate it can ſuppoſe. In 
the mode I propoſe, the whole, with the intereſt on it, will amount 
to no more than ſixtcen millions—raife that ſum, and you, and 
your poſterity arc completely exonerated from it ; but if, on the 
contrary, you will fund, it will entail an annual tribute of 
150, oool. for forty years, which makes a difference of not lets 
than for millions to thoſe who are to follow you. Theſe are the 
principles, this is the language, this the conduct fit for men legiſla- 
ting for a country, that from its ſituation, its conſtitution, and its 
natural ſtrength, bears the faireſt title of any in Europe to perpe- 
tuity. You "ſhould look to diſtant benefits, and not work in the 
narrow circumſcribed ſphere of ſhort-fighted, ſelfiſh politicians, 
You ſhould put to yourſelves this queſtion, the only one now to be 
confidered —© Shall we facrifice, or ſhall we fave to our poſterity, 
a ſum of between forty and fifty millions ſterling ?” And above 
all, you ſhould confider the important effe& ſuch firm and dignified 
conduct will have in the progreſs and termination of the preſent 
conteſt, which may, without exaggeration, be ſaid to involve every 
thing dear to yourſclves, and to include in it the fate of your 
poſterity. 

The Houſe will now judge how far I have ſucceeded in finding 
a criterion by which to mark out the diſtinctions and the proportions 
in the taxes I have propoſed. They will decide how far I have 
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ſucceeded in accommodating the different rates of increaſe to the cir. 
cumſtances of the different clafſes in ſociety : they will determine 
whether I have given a plan that affords ſufficient modifications, 
and juſt mirigations of the ſeverity of the impoſts. If there be any 
thing defeRive, I wiſh to ſupply it; if there be any thing erroneous, 
Lam deſirous to reity ; if I have exceeded, I am willing to re- 
trench: it is a meaſure of unprecedented importance, and it muſt 
be my anxious deſire to be correct in it. I therefore court inveſ- 
tieation—but I earneſtly hope there will be no difference of opinion 
in the Houſe as to the principle upon which the meaſure is founded. 
As I have not been able to find in any man of any party a trace of 
doubt as to the ſufficiency of our reſources, I think I have a right 
to aſſume that there can be no difference as to our right to employ 
them ; at leaſt I can ſay that I have not heard a word of any avowed 
difference on that point in any corner of the country—Atteſted thus, 
I have produced a ſtate of reſources unimpaired even by this waſte- 
ful war—on any other account no difference can poſſibly ariſe upon 
In the interval between this and the day on which LI 
ſhall finally bring the ſubject before you, I will receive with atten- 
tion any obſervations that gentlemen may pleaſe to ſuggeſt ; and I 
hope all will agree with me that the queſtion for conſideration is not, 
whether the burdens propoſed are heavy or unprecedented, but 
whether there is any option left to us—whether they are not die- 
tated by unavoidable neceſſity, and whether any better adapted to 
tie circumſtances of the country can be deviſed to ſupply their places? 
Sir, having ſaid ſo much, I will not follow it up with particu- 
lars, but move a reſolution conformable to the general deſign I have 
Ld before the Committee. And I will poſtpone the particular 
parts of the plan to another day—the earlieſt that circumſtances 
wilt allow. | 
He then moved the following reſolution, which was agreed to: 
That it is the opinion of this Committtee, that there ſhall be 
paid a duty, not exceeding treble the amount of the duties im- 
poſed by ſeveral acts of Parliament now in force, on houſes and 
windows, and inhabited houſes, by the 6th, 19th, 24th, and 
37th Geo. III. and likewiſe the ſcveral additional duties of ten 
per cent. per annum, impoſed thercon by ſeveral acts of Parlia- 
ment, with certain exceptions and abatements.“ 
Mr. TIERNEY declared, that, after having had the misfortune 
to be an auditor of a ſpeech of the nature with that juſt delivered by 
the right honourable gentleman, he could never again face his con- 
ſtituents with confidence, if by remaining filent he gave it any ſort 
of countenance. The whole plan of the right honourable gentle- 
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man's proceeding was ſuch as the records of that Houſe could not 
furniſh a ſimilar precedent ; it was that of a man determined, at all 
events, to raiſe money, while he could ſcarcely tell how ; of a man 
who only ſhewed his determination to oppreſs, by adding burdens on 
the Country which they were ill able to bear. One thing he muſt 
congratulate himſelf, the Houſe, and the Country upon was, the de- 
reliction of that peremptory tone which had uſually accompanied his 
ſtatements of the whole Supplies required for the vear. He truſted 
he was now ſenſible of his former inaccuracies. He had ſtated in 
the former ſeſſion, that the new ſources of Supply he then propoſed 
would not only make up for former deficiencies, but would amply 
meet the expences of the current year; and yet the Navy Bills had 
increaſed the calculation one million and a half: he had propoſed 
five millions for the Extraordinaries of the Navy, and yet, with this 
sum voted, which he conſidered as a moſt ample ſupply, it now ap- 
appeared he had formed erroneous calculations to the amount of 
three millions, together with four millions five hundred thouſand 
pounds — no inconſiderable ſum. 

With reſpe& to the Extraordinaries of the Army, he apprehended 
the right honourable gentleman would, in like manner, find himſelf 
miſtaken. But on that ſubject, as the account was not yet made 
up, no opinion could be offered. The ſum wanted for the year was 
ſtated by the right honourable gentlentan to amount to twenty-five 
millions and a half, /how far his ſtatements were accurate, he would 
not now inquire ;) but even this ſum he would not vouch would be 
ſufficient unto the end of the year. He muſt remark, that this was 
the firſt time, on an occaſion of this nature, when the right honour- 
able gentleman had forborne to ring changes on the proſperous ſtate 
of the revenue. To find the revenue of the country in a proſperous 
ſituation, he muſt ſay, was that which afforded him plcaſure a cry 
of © Hear ! Hear !” | He would repeat it, though with ſome fur- 
priſe that this declaration ſhould excite this kind of notice in the 
Houſe, that to fee ſuch a ſum as ſeventeen millions and a half 
brought into the Exchequer, in October laſt, was that which at- 
forded him conſiderable ſatisfaction; but this by no means proved 
that there were not ſeveral circumſtances which tended confiderably 
to diminiſh this ſource of conſolation. He found a defalcation to 
a conſiderable amount in the ſums calculated on the Wine Duty, 
and the produce of ſeveral other taxes, impoſed in the year 1796, 
almoſt one half of what they were calculated to yield. He was 
glad to find that the right honourable gentleman had taken the Con- 
ſolidated Fund and the Lottery only at 700, oool.; he muſt thank 
him for not exceeding that calculation upon theſe articles, and mis- 
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leading the Houſe and Country with viſionary expectations. For- 
merly he had taken the ſurplus produce of the Conſolidated Fund 
at two millions, two millions and a half, and even three millions: 
in all theſe ſanguine calculations he had been from year to year 
miſerably deceived, and he had at laſt condeſcended to take it as low 
25 700, oool. 

With regard to the three millions propoſed to be advanced by the 
Bank, he conſidered it as a moſt alarming circumſtance, that that 
body ſhould wiſh the reſtrictions which proclaimed their bankruptey 
ſhould be continued, expreſsly with a view to financial operations. 
That the Miniſter had obtained the previous conſent of the Bank 
to the Loan which he propoſed it ſhould advance to Government, 
he had no doubt. He preſumed that the Bank was now ready to 


do what the Miniſter wanted, as the Miniſter was ſo ready to com- 


ply with what it requeſted. He found the actual ſtate of the Bank 
was, that fince it had ſtopped payment in ſpecie, there had been a 
conliderable increaſe of the amount of outſtanding paper. Here, 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, he ſhould be glad if any Bank Director in the 
Houſe would ſtand up and tell him, whether the Bank was ſincere 
in its remonſtrances to the Miniſter ; and, if ſo, on what grounds it 
was now ready to advance two millions and a half on the Land and 
Malt, and three millions more on Exchequer Bills? "The Bank 
had ſtated, that its proſperity aroſe, in part, from the demands made 
upon it by Government being reduced ; and yet now, having, by 
reducing the advances to Government, in a degree reſtored order to 
their attairs, they came forward with a freſh advance to accommo- 


date the Miniſter of the day, and thereby, on their own former- 


ſtatement, to court new hazard, and incur freſh riſks. 

He wiſhed to be fatisfied on what grounds the Bank refuſed him 
payment in ſpecie (which ſpecie it had in its coffers), whilſt, at the 
ſame time, it increaſed its advances to Government? He would be 
content to abide by the opinion of any reſpectable body of gentle- 
men, waether any thing had given more cauſe for alarm, than that 
avowed connection between the Bank and Government of this 
Country, and its financial operaticns ? This preſent meaſure would 
occafion an emiſſion of paper to a conſiderable increaſed extent; 
and he was afraid it would have this tendency, that it would be ex- 
pected of the Bank to advance ſtill more and more, whenever fu- 
ture demands were made upon it. 

With regard to the meaſure of raiſing ſeven millions towards the 
Supply, by additional taxes within the year, he was afraid it would 


honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed ; for it would ſerve to ſhew 


have a very different effect opon the enemy than what the right 
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them that the Funding Syſtem was, in the opinion of the Chancel. 
lor of the Exchequer, at an end. It was a hard thing to ſee the 
fame man who had brought the country to the extremity of ruin, 
now virtually confeſſing his inability to purſue former methods of 
raifing the neceſſary Supplies, and crouching, as it were, to the Bank 
to help him out of his difficulties. This idea, the meaſures pro. 
poſed this evening threw out, not to the Houſe and the Country 
only, but to our enemies ; they proclaimed that they were the re- 
ſult not of choice, but of neccffity. Should this plan fail, the 
Country would not be in the fame ſituation it was before it was 
propoſed : and even with this extraordinary exertion to raife ſo 
conſiderable a part of the current expences, he much queſtioned 
whether the Minifter would be able to procure the Loan that was 
wanted, on any better terms. This was the man who now called 
upon the People of this Country to ſacrifice, nut only many of their 
luxuries, but conveniences ; the man who would wreſt from the 
induſtrious their little ſavings — could he fay that he had exerted 
himſelf to the utmoſt to ſave them the neceſſity of ſuch burdens ? 
He would aſk, had not the war been carried on with the moſt un- 
exampled profuſion ? Was it not a fact, that England never car- 
ried on a war on ſuch extraordinary and laviſh terms as during the 
laſt four or five years? When the right honourable gentleman 
wiſhed to impoſe freſh burdens on the houſcholders, it was obſer- 
vable how calily and anxiouſly he found out their haunts, their abi- 
lities, and reſources ; what a contraſt this to the reluQance which 
he diſcovercd to Jet theſe houſcholders come in for a ſhare in the 
repreſentation! The money wanted would be raifed, not merely 
from the pcople's ſuperfluous ſtores, but from what was wanted to 
ſupply their real exigencies. The meaſure, he conſidered, as pro- 
duQive of more harm than good. He would aſk, what was to be 
done the next year of the war? For, with the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, he held it impoſſible that this Country could have peace; the 
right honourable gentleman wanted the requiſites to bring about 
peace; he wanted the confidence and the reſpect, not only of 
France, but of Europe. It was impoſſible that France could have 
any confidence in the pacific diſpoſition of the preſent Cabinet, com- 
poſed as it was of men avowedly united by no other bond of union 
than that of hatred to the French Republic, and at direct variance 
on every other political principle; a Cabinet, which, if Peace was 
unexpectedly to ariſe from their negotiations, could only regard each 
other with hatred and contempt for having deſerted the only profet- 
ſions by which they even were, or even pretended to be united. AS 
to reſpect, they could not lay claim to it in any Court of Europe. 
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What neutral power was there we had not attempted to bully ? 
Vet what neutral power was there, however inſignificant, which had 
not {ct vur threats at defiance, and laughed at the impotence of our 
menaces : of the powers with which we had allied ourſelves, which 
of them was there which had not betrayed, or plundered us, or both 
together. In what Congreſs could an Engliſh Ambaſſador fit, de- 
puted by the preſent Adminiſtration, which muſt not preſent to him 
the Plenipotentiaries of Courts which had either inſulted, deceived, 
overreached, or deſerted his employers? He would again aſk, if 
he could even agree to the preſent meaſure, how would it operate the 
next year? He muſt obferve the ignorance diſcovered with regard 
to the time of bringing this meaſure forward ; that which ſhould 
have come firſt, he puts laſt ; that which, propoſed at an earlier pe- 
riod, might have looked like an effort of our zeal, he has contrived 
to make appear as a confeſſion of our weakneſs. But this meaſure 
is to frighten ouf enemies. Our enemies have had too recent ex- 
perience of the right honourable gentleman to be terrified by his 
vaunts. Before Chriſtmas laſt he raiſed eighteen millions, (called, 
from the mode in which it was raiſed, Loyalty.) This, the right 
honourable gentleman aſſured the Houſe, would be quite ſufficient 
for the ſervice of the year; and, from the manner in which it was 
ſubſcribed, muſt ſtrike terror into the French. What was the con- 
ſequence ? The ſhew of loyalty, on which he ſo much relied, diſ- 
appeared when the diſcount came to fo per cent.; and before ſix 
months were expired, the inaccuracy of the right honourable gen- 
tleman's calculations were demonſtrable by the neceſſity of a ſecond 
oan to the amount of fourteen millions additional. After ſuch an 
experience of the right honourable gentleman, can we expect the 
French to be terrified by any meaſure he can propoſe ? Mr. Tier- 
ney thought this meaſure, if brought forward at all, ought to have 
been propoſed earlier in the war, as it appeared to be a moſt extra- 
ordinary proceeding that, afrer exhauſting the country year after 
year, it was now called on to ſhew its vigour ; and every finew 
having been weakened, to proceed to a trial of ſtrength. To do 
this now, could be conſidered as no proof of our zeal, but rather 
amounted to a direct avowal, that all our uſual reſources were ex- 
hauſted. He ſhould deprecate ſuch a meaſure as this going forth 
to the public in general, and to the conſtituents in particular, as 
meeting with the unanimity of his Houſe. Many of his conſtitu- 
ents might in that caſe juſtly aſk him, Why were you ſilent when 
the Miniſter was in your preſence bringing forward his UNeX- 
ampled reſources, and obliging us to give up our little comforts *” 


He would repeat it; the connection between the Far Money and 
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the Bank appeared to be taken from the bad meaſures of French 
Finance ; and thus the right honourable gentleman put the enemy 
upon viewing this country in a light not to be miſtaken : they 
knew the conſequences of purſuing ſome of their own financial 
meaſures, and they will recognize, in the ſteps now purſuing by the 
Britiſh Financier, what brought them to the brink of ruin. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, in reply, faid, that, upon the whole, 
he had heard the honourable gentleman's ſpeech with confiderable 
ſatisfaction; for, knowing his ingenuity and firm determination to 
throw every obſtacle in the way, and comparing them with the 
ſpecies of objection he had juſt heard, he was led to draw fome fa- 
vourable omen of the opinion of that Houſe, the Country, and even 
the honourable gentleman's conſtituents. Some parts of that ho- 
nourable gentleman's ſpeech appeared to have little or no connection 
with the mcaſure now propoſed, and other parts were merely col- 
lateral. He had begun with complaining of the great exceſs which 
had taken place, beyond the amount of the debt provided for, 
With regard to the Navy Debt, Mr. Pitt ſaid, he had ſtated that 
there would be an exceſs of that debt at the end of 1797, half of 
which he propoſed to fund, and make proviſion for the intereſt. He 
therefore denied the charge of his having ſtated laſt ſeſſion that there 
would be no exceſs of Navy Debt; for on every ſtatement of the 
ſubject of Supplies, he had always ſtated, that in the nature of ſuch 
extenſive tranſactions, a preciſe eſtimate of expence was impoſſible; 
but he averred, that there never was a more preciſe ſtatement than 
what was given in laſt ſeſſion, although ſome exceſs was unavoid- 
able. The honourable gentleman, when ſtating the exceſs of the 
Navy Debt, had not acted fairly—he ſhould have compared it with 
the whole aggregate of expences, nor have omitted to ſtate the whole 
produce of the taxes. The honourable gentleman agreed, indeed, 
with him as to the reſult, but quarrelled with him becauſe he had 
not entered into a comparative ſtate of the Revenue. It was ob- 
ſervable that the honourable gentleman, at the ſame time he com- 
plained of him for withholding his ſtatement, ſtated the fact, and 
acknowledged that he found out that the Revenue was very flouriſh- 
ing ; but, after indulging this momentary happineſs, (at which he 
thinks it ſtrange that the Houſe ſhould ſeem ſurpriſed,) a gloom 
almoſt immediately ſucceeded ; and the reaſon for this appeared; 
for, had he (Mr. Pitt) ſtated the flouriſhing tate of the Finances, 
the honourable gentleman ſtood prepared with a long ſpeech in refu- 
tation, as was obvious from his entering into various ſtatements of 
the Revenue in former years, from which he drew bad preſages of 
years to come. The honourable gentleman had relied on accounts 
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which had miſled him; thoſe on the table would have informed 
him, that the Revenue was fully adequate to the calculations which 
had been made by the Committee laſt vear, and which held forth 
hopes conſolatory to the Country; for though there had been a de- 
falcation in the eſtimated duties on Wine and Scotch Spirits, yet 
neither of theſe affected the proſperity of the Country, as to the 
bulk of the Revenue; nor couid he allow that even theſe articles 
had failed, but he ſtill thought them capable of improvement. „ 
The next ſubject on which the honourable gentleman had choſen 
to expatiate was, the alledged impropriety of advances made by the 
Bank to Government, Here he had got into another ſtrain of elo— 
quence, which was as novel as that which the Houſe had juſt liſtened 
to on the ſubject of the proſperity of the Country. The honourable 
gentle:nan had entered into an invective againſt French meaſures of 
finance; he had, in the firſt inſtance, filled his imagination with 
the idea that ſome meaſure was to be brought forward for the con- 
ſidcration of the Houte ſimilar in effect ro the French aſſignats, the 
Cedules; Hypathecaires, or ſome other of their modes of railing money. 
But he would aſk, what ſimilarity was there between the limited 
and voluntary advances of the Bank, to an amount which would be 
ſhortly repaid, and the depreciated millions and milliards of the 
French Government? "The honourable gentleman was very angry 
with the connection between the Bank and Government; but what 
new connection was this? He had propoſed, with the conſent of 
Parliament, to apply to the Bank for a voluntary Loan on their 
parts of three millions, a ſum which, when advanced, was leſs 
than at any former period that Company had ever been accuſtomed 
to advance, This connection he repreſented as fo extraordinary, 
that he was doubtful whether it was moſt proper to make it the 
ſubject of complaint, or of invective. Mr. Ticrney had, he con- 
ceived, diſcovered the ſeeret and the true reaſon of the ſuſpenſion 
of the payments of the Bank; and theſe were, their having contri- 
buted to Government, and the inconſiderable iſſue of paper to which 
this meaſure was compared to the ſyſtem of Aſſignats. He (Mr. 
Pitt) would, however, put a caſe ; he would ſuppoſe that the three 
millions which he now propoſed to borrow of the Bank were-not ad- 
vanced; he would then call- upon any merchant or commercial 
man in the city of London to ſay, whether the difference of this ſum 
was fo great as to make it proper to take off the reſtrictions? He 
was confident that the anſwer would be, that it was not; and if it 
Was not, then it would not, he truſted, be argued, that the advances 
to Government were the cauſe of the continuation of the reſtrie- 
ton, He would aſk, too, if the hour of peace was come, whether 
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it would not be poſſible to pay this ſum ſo ſpeedily, as to enable the 
Bank immediately to reſume its payments. Would the honourable 
gentleman ſay, that the reſtrictions had operated as any evil to the 
Bank or to the Public? So far from this being the caſe, he would 
aſſert, that the meaſure, as it had been conducted, had been attended 
with great convenience to the Public - and if he did not repeat the 
words of an honourable gentleman who had ſaid, that it had been 
the ſalvation of the Country, he would not ſeruple to ſtate it as an 
accommodation. Would the honourable gentleman aſſert, that 
notes iſſued on ſecurities of a ſhort date, and which notes returned 
in the courſe of negotiation to the Bank to be cancelled, would he 
aſſert that three millions ſo iſſued would add very confiderably to the 
quantity of paper in circulation? The honourable gentleman had 
at length, however, come to ſpeak on what was certainly the moſt 
material queſtion for the conſideration of the Houſe that night, the 
meaſure by which it was propoſed to raiſe ſeven millions of the Sup- 
ply required. On this ſubject, ſhould the honourable gentleman be 
filent, his conſtituents, he ſaid, would aſk of him where he was 
when ſuch a meaſure was propoſed ? | Mr. Tierney interrupted Mr, 
Pitt by obſerving, that he had ſaid his conſtituents would aſk where 
his tongue was on that occaſion. ] Mr. Pitt continued; he ſaid it 
was not very material which, as he ſhould ſuppoſe where the ho- 
nourable gentleman was, there his tongue was alſo. Mr. Tierney 
had ſtated that his not having propoſed to take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe on his ſcheme as ſoon as he had brought it forward, ſuppoſed 
on his part a miſtruſt of it. For his own part he had heard it 
often contended, perhaps not very jultly, that a degree of diſpatch 
in proſecuting a meaſure argued a miſtruſt of the propriety of it; he 
would not, however, admit that a delay, which afforded the honour- 
able gentleman the opportunity of coming prepared to ſpeak on that, 
as well as on any ſubject foreign to the queſtion, implied an appre- 
henfion of the merits of the plan thus ſubmitted for diſcuſſion. 
This objection to delay had been followed by an obſervation which 
appeared to furniſh an anſwer, that the meaſure was new and unpre- 
cedented : for this very reaſon, then, it appeared proper to delay its 
conſideration. All theſe arguments of the honourable gentleman 
were the outworks of a propoſed attack againſt a plan which exiſted 
in his imagination. 

The next objection of the honourable gentleman was to the per- 
fon who had propoſed the meaſure ; this the Houſe would readily fee 
was not at all connected with the merits of the queſtion, It ſhould 
have formed the ſubje& of a diſtinct addreſs at ſome other time, 
when ſome other perſon ſhould be propoſed to fill the ſituation which 
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he held. But the reaſon which was aſſigned to ſupport this was, 
that the expenditure had been ſo large. He could not, however, 
admit that it was at all to the purpoſe, whether he was the fit per- 
ſon to propoſe the meaſure ; it was only to be inquired whether the 
meaſure was fit to be propoſed : but before he proceeded to the 
queſtion as far as it related perſonally to himſelf, on which he was 
at all times ready to meet him, he wiſhed the Houſe to compare the 
expenditure which was made the ſubject of this complaint with the 
ſervices which had been performed for it, with the exertions which 
had been made, and with the expences of the enemy ; upon this 
compariſon alone could a judgement be formed. Another, and not 
a leſs ſtrange reaſon, which had been urged by the honourable gen- 
tleman, why he could not vote in favour of the propoſed meaſure 
was, becauſe he and his colleagues could not procure a peace. To 
this the ſame anſwer applied, that it was a good reaſon why an ad- 
dreſs ſhould be moved, but it formed no reaſon againſt adopting 
meaſures for the ſafety of the Country ; the mode of argument on 
the objection was not leſs extraordinary than the objection it- 
ſelf, Why were his colleagues not equal to concluding a peace ? 
Becauſe they had not the confidence of the enemy—becauſe they did 
not enter into the views of the enemy— becauſe they did not 
ſpread their ſyſtems - becauſe they did not recommend the adop- 
tion of their Revolutionary meaſures, in preference to the Con- 
ſtitution of England. If the only claim to the ſupport of the ho- 
nourable gentleman in the proſecution of the war was, to deſerve 
the confidence of the enemy, if it was neceſſary to admire the 
french Revolution, which had been the root of all the evils of the 
preſent conteſt, if it was neceſſary to have aſſerted the juſtice of the 
enemy's cauſe, if the exertions of the war were to be entruſted to 
thoſe who had, from the commencement of the war, thwarted its 
proſecution, then, indeed, he was glad that he had not the vote of 
the honourable gentleman in his favour. It had alſo been objected 
to him, that he had not the confidence of the other powers of 
Europe, the allies of Great Britain, On this ſubje& he could not 
expreſs himſelf better than by uſing Mr. Tierney's own words. He 
had complained that theſe powers had deſerted us, had deceived us, 
had failed in the payment of every debt due to us, and, after all 
this, they had loſt confidence in us. Why? Becauſe the Engliſh 
Government had uniformly performed every one of its engagements 
towards its allies, and had met with no reciprocity of performance 
on their part, If ſuch were the claims to confidence, neither he 
Nor his colleagues could hope for the confidence of the enemies of 
Great Britain, nor that of Europe, nor that of the honourable gen- 
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tleman. On the great point, however, which was the ſubject of 
this night's debate, he had heard nothing new. The honourable 
gentleman had not contended that a leſs ſupply was neceſſary; on 
the contrary, he even argued tliat a greater ſum would be required; 
he had not propoſed a better mode of providing for the expences of 
the year; he did not approve of a Loan; for the ſcheme now be— 
fore the Houſe, there was no part which he ſo much reprobated as 
that which propoſed to raiſe a ſum of money by advances from the 
Bank ; he had not ſhewn a more equitable nor a more fair mode of 
apportioning the burden ; but he had maintained that the exertion 
which it was now propoſed to make, ſhould have been made ſooner; 
that the time for extraordinary exertion ſhould have been when we 
were at eaſe, when no neceſſity appeared for extraordinary refoures, 

According to the honourable gentleman, it had been ſtated, that 
the meaſure would frighten our enemies; and, according to the 
fame authority, it was not once nor twice that this had been ſtated, 
it had beed often repeated. He would, however, defy any one who 
had attended to the debates which had taken place in that Houſe, 
to ſtate, that either he, or any of the gentlemen in office with him, 
had ever faid that the meaſures which they brought forward were 
ſuch as to put an end to the war, though they might entertain anxious 
hopes on the ſubject. Had he faid fo to-day? No. All that he 
had ſaid was, that no language was fo likely to affect them as that 
which he had called on the Houſe to uſe. And though he could not 
be confident that this language would produce the effect he wiſhed, 
the Houſe had the ſatisfaction of knowing that it was that which 
would be moſt likely to produce a fortunate iſſue to the war. 

The next argument of the honourable gentleman was, that we 
ſhould ſhew France that we were at the end of our reſources. The 
honourable gentleman, had he been ſolicitous upon this head, might 
have ſpared the half hour which he had employed to ſhew that the 
country was in a hopeleſs ſituation. He had contended that he 
never avowed that we were at the end of the funding ſyſtem, when, 
in faQ, part of the propoſed plan was, to prolong, by huſbanding 
that reſource. He (Mr. Pitt) had not ſaid a word that could lead 
to ſuch a concluſion, as that we were at the end of it; fo far from 
it, he ſaw great reſources from the funding ſyſtem. The growing 
Sinking Fund was not only adequate to the payment of an cxiraor- 
dinary ſum, but it had produced this effect, that in proportion as the 
debt had increaſed, the number of ſtockholders in different parts of 
the country had conſiderably increaſed during the laſt two years; the 
funded property of the country had been more generally diffuſed in 
ſuch a proportion, that the number of ſtockholders in that time 
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amounted to near one-third, or at leaſt one-fourth of the whole that 
exifted before that time. Such was the flouriſhing ſituation of the 
funding ſyſtem ; and his obje in not adding to the burden of it, 
was an anxiety not to preſs with too grievous a weight, but take ef- 
fectual means to prevent its being exhauſted. 

The laſt argument of the honourable gentleman againſt the mea- 
ſure was, how the money propoſed to be raiſed by it was to be paid. 
This tax, he ſays, is propoſed to be paid out of capital, and not out 
of income. This objection would, indeed, apply to every tax. Burt, 
ſays the honourable gentleman, this arifes wholly out of capital, and 
wholly out of capital which is productive of profit. Is not every 
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tax a tax upon capital? and when does a tax ariſe out of idle 


hoards * The evil of war is, that it occupies capital, which in 
peace would be more productively employed. That in the preſent 
ſtate of the country no capital can be unprofitably employed, may be 
judged from the ſtate of the agriculture, the improvements, and the 
annual exertions, and of the productive exertions, which were ne- 
ver ſo great as at preſent. 

Mr. 'TIERNEY replied to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
With whatever preparation I may have come to this Houſe to-night, 
I think I may have credit for not having come prepared againſt a 
ſeries of miſrepreſentation, in which the right honourable gentleman 
has choſen to indulge himſelf. The events of this night have 
ſhewn, that either he or myſelf came in a ſtate of preparation to the 
Houſe upon this occaſion : who has prepared himſelf moſt againſt 
poſſible events, let the Committee judge. Much of what he has 
faid does not apply to me. He appears to have got by heart a ſet 
of fine flouriſhing ſentences to chaſtiſe any body who ſhould doubt 
the excellence of his plan. This ſtrange rant was meant for ſome- 
body, not for me moſt certainly; for in my life I never uttered a 
ſentence in this Houſe for or againſt the ſyſtem or principles of the 
French. He muſt therefore have meant what he ſaid upon that 
ſubject againſt ſomebody elſe. He has taken much pains to prove 
that what I ſaid againſt the produQiveneſs of the Revenue was ill- 
founded. I never ſaid a word upon that neither, and therefore that 
part of his flouriſh muſt have been intended for ſomebody elſe. 
What I ſaid upon the ſubje& was this—unleſs the right honourable 
gentleman could ſhew that this impoſt could be had out of the opu- 
lence and ſuperfluous wealth of the country, it muſt be taken from 
the capital of ſome perſons whoſe capital employs the artificer or 
labourer in the country, and conſequently he mutt diminiſh the pro- 
ductive powers of the country. Not one ſyllable came from him 
upon the nature of what he had ſaid upon that ſubject, and to which 
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he pretended his obſervations to be conſidered as anſwers. Wit 
reſpect to what the right honourable gentleman has ſaid concerning 
the confidence of the enemy, I can only obſerve, that he kindled 
into a blaze without having had any fuel from me ; away he went 
with his grand flouriſh to ſhew that he never had the confidence of 
his enemies. I never ſaid he had. I may claim credit for not 
being ſo very filly as to ſay ſo. I never did ſay ſo. What I aig 
was this: that the enemy, knowing he ated with a Cabinet, one 
half of which was hoſtile to him in general principles of policy, and 
agreeing with him in nothing but hatred to the French Revolution, 
could never have any confidence in him with regard to his profeſſed 
pacific intentions. Why ſhould he attempt to faſten upon me an 
expreſſion ſo contrary to common ſenſe? I ſaid that he was not 
reſpected in any Court in Europe as a Miniſter. He gives me a 
diſſertation on the laughter of his friends who fit around him—that 
he calls an anſwer. He ſays, I ought to have pauſed before I ſaid 
we have come to the end of our reſources. There was no cccafion 
for any ſuch pauſe, for I never ſaid we were come to the end of our 
reſources, nor any thing like it; I ſaid, on the contrary, you have 
great reſources, and I ſaid I was glad to fee it. I faid, I thought 
that this plan would ſhew that you could fund no more—that your 
funding ſyſtem appeared, in the eyes of the Miniſter, to be at an 
end. I aid alſo, and I ſay again, that I do not think your fund- 
ing ſyſtem is at an end ; but that funding is better than this plan, 
I faid, that he was not a proper perſon to bring forward this mea- 
ſure, and why? Becauſe I knew, that as he had already deceived 
us in all his promiſes, the public could not confide in him in any 
new promiſe he ſhould make. He has made many promiſes. Has 
he kept any of them ? If he has not, is there any impropriety in my 
ſaying, that he is not now to be truſted? He then comes to the 
ſubject of the Bank. He aſks, whether I have any evidence that 
connection with Government is the cauſe of their non-payment * 


To which I anſwer, they themſelves have ſaid ſo. ' hey ſtate, 


that one of the cauſes, at leaſt, of their not being able to pay caſh, is 
owing to their advances to Government. This was in the firſt in- 
ſtance the caſe ; it is otherwiſe now I admit : but then I would aſk 
any man, whether, if they are to advance three millions more, they 
may not be in danger of being again in the ſame ſituation? Upon 
this ſubject I feel a good deal; and if the Miniſter is not too fond 
of his own judgement, I will refer him to a book that is worthy of 
his attention mean the work of Monſieur De Calonne. I do 
not deſire him to read all that is written in France upon the ſubject, 
but I will venture to recommend that work to his peruſal. It was 
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written upon the ſubject of a National Bank, and for the information 
of the late King of France. That author ſays, amongſt many excel- 
lent things, that there ought to be eſtabliſhed in France, a Bank like 
the Bank of England ; and to render it an excellent Bank, His Ma- 
jeſtv was adviſed to take care that it ſhould have no connection with 
the Government. The want of following that advice led the way 
to the deſtruction of the French finances. . I have no reaſon to 
retract what I ſaid with reſpect to the productiveneſs of the revenue 
in 1796 and 1797. I feel the ſame confidence as to what I faid 
upon the navy. The laſt thing I have to ſay is, that if the Minif- 
ter wiſhes to make another attack upon any man whom he is dif- 
poſed to cruſh, he ſhould remember, that a man may be in this 
Houſe in the ſame ſituation as a man is when he goes to live in a 
mill; he will be a good deal frightened at firſt— but he will ſoon 
become accuſtomed to the noiſe. So with me; after having a 
dreſſing or two more from the right honourable gentleman, I hall 
care nothing for his noiſe. 

Mr. NICHOLLS roſe to claim the attention of the Houſe to 
a point in which he conceived no anſwer to be given by the right 
honourable Chancelior of the Exchequer to the objection the 
principal objection ſtated by the honourable Member who had juſt 
ſat down - that the meaſure propoſed, if perſevered in, would ne- 
ceſſarily create a very great augmentation of the paper money in cir- 
culation, antecedent to the calamitous ſituation in which the Bank 
had been placed by the meaſure of the right honourable gentleman. 
Formerly, when more paper was iſſued, more was carried in, and 
the evil remedied itſelf ; but now this reſource was taken away. In 
the laſt ſeſſion the Chancellor of the Exchequer had attempted to 
limit the iſſue of paper, and yet there was now four times as much 
of it in circulation as before thoſe meaſures were adopted. Beſides 


the five millions already due from Government to the Bank, the 


Bank had advanced two millions and a half on the land and malt 
tax; and ſhould the meaſure now propoſed be adopted, it would 
doubtleſs be neceſſary to anticipate the produce of the new taxes by 
Exchequer bills, to be received in paper at the Bank. It had been 
ſtated by the right honourable gentleman, that in conſequence of his 
meaſures the number of ſtockholders had been increaſed all over the 
country. He was ready to allow that the number of ſtockholders 
had been increaſed ; but he conſidered it as one of the calamities 
attendant on the preſent war, and the funding ſyſtem by which it had 
been carried on, that their number was increaſed. Hence no money 
could be borrowed by the tradeſman for the purpoſes of his buſineſs z 


while the money borrowed by Government was enormous in amount 
Vol. IV. Q q 
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and borrowed at enormous intereſt, the trade of the country muſt 
be extremely prejudiced. In fact, there was now inſtituted a mo. 
nopoly more ſevere, more oppreſſive, more extenſively prejudicial 
than any monopoly that had ever obtained. It was the monopoly 
of borruwing ; a monopoly entirely veſted in the hands of the Go- 
vernment, who alone had the power of borrowing. This monopoly, 
now ſo completely eſtabliſhed, was full of calamity and Giltrefs ty 
the middling claſs of men, and was ſtill farther increaſed by every 
meaſure which the right honourable gentleman introduced. If the 
right honourable gentleman thought proper ſtill to perſevere in theſe 
meaſures, he ſhould do his duty in that Houſe ; he ſhould think it 
his duty to propoſe to the Houſe a reſolution for bringing in a bill 
that Placemen and Penſioners ſhould be obliged to contribute 2 
larger proportion of the emolunients of their places and penſions, 
than any other individuals, towards the new taxes. Thoſe gentle- 
men may recollect a reſolution adopted in the reign of Queen Anne: 
it was then determined that no Placeman or Penſioner ſhould receive 
more than five hundred pounds a year during the war. A law nearly 
of the ſame nature would be extremely falutary in the preſent junc- 
ture of affairs. He did not ſay that the amount ought ſtill to be 
limited to five hundred pounds a vear ; but there was one deſetip— 
tion of men who he hoped would not contribute leſs than others— 
he meant the Members of Parliament who had declared their appro 
bation of the war. He hoped theſe would not be found to be the 
men leaſt diſpoſed to come forward with their property in aid of the 
public emergencies. If the meaſure propoſed by the right honour- 
able gentleman was adopted, and ſeven millions were to be raiſed 
within the year, and ſeven millions more within a ycar and a quar- 
ter afterwards, he was convinced the conſequences would be, that 
the middling claſſes of houſekeepers would be completely eruſhed: 
there would be none · left but the two claſſes of the higheſt and Joweft 
orders of ſociety : the ſtrength of the country, which had always 
conſiſted in the midding claſs, would be wholly deftroyed. Peers 
and Members of Parliament, he hoped, would not ſcruple to ſacri- 
fice their \emoluments, while the middling claſs were ſo very heavily 
burdened ; and that while the latter were in this manner almoſt en- 
tirely ſuppreſſed, the former would not be wallowing in riches with- 
out contributing their ſhare. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T congratulated the Houſe on the reſolution 
to which the honourable gentleman had come to do his duty in his 
place in that Houſe. [4 laugh.) The honourable gentleman had 

complained that he had not anſwered the principal argument of the 
honourable Member oppoſite him (Mr. Tierney). With great & 
4 ; 
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forence to the honourable gentleman, he had not anſwered it, be- 
cauſe it was not made by that honourable Member, but by himſelf; 
neither could he foreſre that the honourable gentleman, who had 
juſt ſit down, would uſe that argument. That the quantity of paper 
in circulation was enormous, was merely aſſumed upon ſuppoſition. 
He had ſtared, that three millions were to be borrowed of the Bank 
on Exchequer bills, at a ſhort date, which would be paid to them in 
advance. Having ſtated this in his place, he thanked the honour- 
able Member for the opportunity he had given him, of declaring, 
that he had no idea of adopting ſuch: a meaſure as he had deſcribed. 
He had no intention either of increaſing the paper in circulation, or 
of anticipating the payments. The honourable gentleman's next 
obſervation was, that the increaſe of the number of ſtockholders 
was a great calamity to the country. Here the honourable gentle- 
man lad made a grand diſcovery : it was a calamity for the farmer, 
who was enabled to ſpare his money from the cultivation of his bu— 
finets, and become a purchaſer in the public funds. It was a cala- 
mity to the country that tlie farmer ſhould thus be enabled to ſpare 
his money, and become a holder of ſtock. What the nature of 
that calamity to the individual who-thus had an overplus of money 
to ſpare from lis buſineſs was, what the nature of that misfortune to 
the country thus enabled to borrow that overpius capital, he was at 
a loſs to diſcover. The honourable gentleman next proceeded to 
ſtate a motion which he intends to bring foruard this he intro- 
duced as a very dreadful threat: * If (fays he) the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer perſiſts in the mode of finance he has propoſed, I 
will move for a law to take away part of the emoluments of his 
othce.” He cannot, it ſeems, ſupport the additional expences of 
the war, unleſs I am either deprived of a part of the emoluments 
of my office, or turned ont altogether. But neither the appre- 
henſion of that honourable Member's motion to turn me out alto- 
acther, nor to deprive me cf part of the emoluments of my office, 


mall prevent my propoſing the meaſure in queſtion for the adoption 


of the Houſe, if it ſhall appear to be a right meaſure to be pro- 
poſcd and adopted. 

Mr. CURWEN faid, that the war was now no longer a war of 
neceſſity and it became gentlemen to confider, whether as a war of 
indemnity, that indemnity was worthy of the price at which it was 
to be bought ; if it was not, that price ought not to be paid for it. 
Peace, without an indemnity, might, for any thing he had learnt, 
have been obtained long ſince. It was not a war in which Great 
Britain had been compelled to enter, tor any injury ſuſtained by 
herſelf; it was merely on account of her allies the Dutch, and ts 
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procure indemnity for them, that we firſt entered into the war, 
Afterwards, when we might have made peace with honour to our. 
fel ves, and have received an indemnity from the Dutch, then it wag 
not from them that indemnity would fatisfy us. And now again, 
it is not indemnity from the French, but from our late allies the 
Dutch, whom we dragged into the war, that we expe. Yet how 
have we acted ourſelves? We have fallen upon theſe allies, and 
' plundered them. It is neither a war of juſtice, nor is peace fought 
for on equitable terms. And how have we ſucceeded in its objects ? 
Holland was the friend of Great Britain —we have rendered her 
an ally of France. It was then a war of indemnification, which 
we can no longer obtain: and now it is ſurely a war which it is 
neither conſiſtent with wiſdom nor policy to purſue. 

Mr. DUNDAS obſerved, with ſome warmth, that the Houſe 
had already pledged itſelf to the Executive Government to proſecute - 
the war; and the preſent queſtion was only, how the neceſſary ſup- 
Plies ſhould be raiſed. Much harm might ariſe from ſuch ſpeeches 
as the Houſe had juſt heard, and it was impoſſible they ſhould pro. 
duce any good whatever. In France, no man would be alluwed 
to be the Advocate of England ; and yet here gentlemen were 
pleading the cauſe of France in the Senate itſelf. The honourable 
Member had talked as if the negotiation had broken off on ac- 
count of terms. The French had been called upon to ſtate their 
terms ; but had abſolutely refuſed any anſwer to our projet. He 
wiſhed they had anſwered our projet ; but this they refuſed. He 
would forgive the honourable Member any miſtaken opinion he 
might form, were not the hiſtory of that negotiation before the 
Houſe, and he had miſrepreſented it. If he had examined theſe 
papers before the Houſe, he could not thus have vented his ſpleen. 
It was not any difference about terms that broke off the negotia- 
tion, but the implacable hatred of the enemy againſt this Govern- 
ment, that had not only broken it off, but had prevented their 
ſtating their terms at all. 

Mr. CURWEN ſaid a few words in reply, in which he, with 
ſome warmth, expreſſed himſelf as much attached to his Country 
as the honourable Member who had juſt ſat down, or as any man 
could be. He had read the State Papers, but the plan that had 
been purſued had not met his approbation ; and he had as much 
right from his eſtate, which was an hereditary one, as well as his 
fituation in that Hoſe, to watch the welfare of the Country, as the 
honourable gentleman. He ſaw no impoſſibility there was of 
making peace, if we had been willing to prove our lincerity i in the ob- 
ject, or make a ſacrifice to obtain it. 
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Mr. Secretary DUN DAs roſe again in reply to Mr. Curwen, 
and ſaid, although he filled an office under His Majeſty, yet he 
conſidered his property as much his own, and as coming to him in 
a manner equally honourable to him, as that of the honourable 
gentleman ; and he was equally ready to ſtep forward with what- 
ever ſmall talents, or whatever property, he might poſſeſs, as that 
honourable Member. 

Mr. VANSI TTART faid, that nothing could ſurpriſe him more 
than the ſtatement of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Curwen), that 
we were now at war becauſe France would not grant us the terms 
we inſiſted on, or the indemnity which we contended for. The 
honourable gentleman, he was ſure, had never read the papers upon 
the table ; it he had, he would have feen that there never was a 
queſtion about terms as the price of peace—the French never would 
propoſe any; they demanded, indeed, that we ſhould begin by giv- 
ing up every thing we had taken in the courſe of the war, and then 
they would condeſcend to tell us what more they had to aſk. Whe- 
ther the honourable gentleman was prepared for ſuch an humiliation 
he did not know he for one was not; and he hardly believed 
there was a man in the country who would have adviſed ſuch a 
conceſſion. 

Mr. WIGLEY faid a few words on the comparative advantage 
of paying off the Loan of twelve millions, by continuing the new 
taxes according to Mr. Pitt's plan, or continuing the Loan as 2 
fund till it was liquidated by the one per cent. provided as a Sink- 
ing Fund. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT explained, that Mr. Wigley had miſ- 


taken the Loan as a perpetuity, and formed his calculation as if it 


were a fee fimple inſtead of a term of fifty-two years. It was not 
eight millions, as he had computed, and was only to laſt three years 
and a quarter, The amount that would thus be levied would be 
between ſixteen and ſeventeen millions, which, compared with its 
continuing fifty-two years, as would be neceffary in the other caſe, 
made the difference he had ſtated of thirty five millions. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt gave notice, that on Wedneſday next he 
ſhould move, that the propoſitions which he had ſubmitted to the 
Committee ſhould be then taken into. farther conſideration. 


Monday, November 27. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, that before the Houſe proceeded 
to the conſideration of the other orders of the day, he begged to give 
notice of a motion which he ſhould make to-morrow. It appeared 
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to him very neceſſary, that when they were to decide upon a ſubjeR 
of ſo much importance, as the propoſition which had been made re- 
lative to the Aﬀetied Taxes, they ſhould have the beſt information 
in order to enable them to come to that deetion, The propoſition 
he had to make was grounded upona precetent dming the adminif. 
tration of Sir R. Walpole, when that Miniſter brought in his exeiſe 
bill. The Commiſſioners were deſired to attend at the bar of the 
Houſe, to give every information that the Houſe might require 
upon the ſubject. He ſhould therefore propoſe, that before the 
Houſe agreed to the reſolution reſpecting the Aﬀetied Faxes, the 
Board of Commiſſioners ſhould attend at the bar in order to ſtate 
what, in their opinion, would be the probabic reſult of this mea- 
ſure. This was the motion of which he withcd to give notice, and 
to which he hoped there could be no objection. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that as the honourable Baronet had 
only given notice of his motion, he could not then regularly enter 
into any argument upon the ſubject ; but as he ſecmed to ſuppoſe 
that no oppoſition would be made to his motion, he begged to ap- 
priſe the honourable Baronet, that unleſs, when he made his motion, 
he gave ſome rerſons why it ought to be adopted, he (Mr. Chanccl- 
lor Pitt) could not aſſent to it. At preſent he could not ſce any 
reaſon why the Board ſhould be ordered to attend before the parti- 
lars of the plan were before the Houſe ; and when they were, be 
ſuppoſed the Houſe would be able to draw an infcrence for them- 
ſelves without the aſſiſtance of the Commiſſioners. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe ; but the SPEAKER ſaid, as 
there was no motion then before the Houſe, he could not enter into 
the diſcuſſion. | 

Viſcount BELGRAVE ſaid, that he roſe for the purpoſe of 
aſking leave to bring in a bill to explain ſome doubts which had 
ariſcn upon the conſtruction of the Treating act, the 5th Wil. III. 
There had been two conſtructions given to the bill; one was, that 
the perſon who offended againſt this act was incapable of ſitting in 
Parliament for the place where he had obtained the undue influence, 
for the whole of that Parliament. The other conſtruction was, 
that the election was declared void, but that he was capable of being 
re· elected. In the laſt Parliament, Sir T. Beaver petitioned againſt 
the return of Mr. Hobart, for the city of Norwich—the Committee 
of the Houſe declared Mr. Hobard had offended againſt the T reat- 
ing AR, and declared his election void. Mr. Hobart ſtood again 
for Norwich, was re- electęd, and ſuffered to take his ſeat. In the 
laſt ſeſſion, on the contrary, the decifion was, in the caſe of the bo- 


rough of Southwark, that Mr. Thelluſſon, who had been declared 
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not duly eleQed upon the petition of Mr. Tierney, was incapable of 
repreſenting that place at all during the preſent Parliament. But 
although the letter of the law was ambiguous, he thought the ſpirit 
of the luv was clear and unequivocal, and he felt no difficulty in 
bringing forward his propofition, that thofe who had offended againſt 
this act ſhould be declared incapable of being re-elected for the-place 
where they had created an undue inffuence. If the law were not 
to be ſo conſtrued, it would be eaſy to cvade it, and a man might be 
clected by an undue in2uence, his election deelared void, and yet be 
again re- elected by the operation of the ſame influence, and after 
ſuch ſecond ele tion, it would be impoſſible to unſeat him. Some 
might think it a hard meaſure that the incapacity ſhould be ex- 
tended for the whole period of that Parliament: but if not, it 
might be evaded with a little manceuvring. A man might get a 
friend to be elected, and after a hort time, his friend could contrive 
to make a vacancy, to which he might, by a previous undue in- 
fluence ſecure his admiſſion. The other parts of the act were per- 
fectly clear in themſelves, and nothing which he could fay could in 
any ways amend them. His Lordſlup then moved, that the act of 
the 7th Wil. III. ſhould be read; which being done, he moved 
for leave to bring in a bill to explain and amend the ſame, 

Mr. YORKE did not riſe to oppoſe the motion, but he roſe to 
fate what he thought would be an objection to it in the caſe of 
counties. It would be impoſſible in cafes of county elections to 
avoid all acts of hoſpitality, and which, by a rigid conſtruction, 
might be brought under this bill. If Members were ſo very ſcrupu- 
lous not to allow thoſe little gratifications to county electors, many 
of whom came from diſtant parts, the conſequence would be, that 
the majority of electors would not attend, and the election muſt be 
the act of a few, and not the expreſſion of the ſentiment of the ma- 
jority of the county. He juſt threw out this for the confideration 
of the Houſe. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE agreed with the noble Lord in the propriety 
of reſtraining all treating at elections; and he would moreover 
ſubmit it to the conſideration of the Houſe, whether it would not 
be better to extend the puniſhment till farther, and ena that the 
perſon convicted, ſhould be incapable of being returned for any 
place whatſoever during that Parliament. He could not conceive 
any offence more heinous than that of corrupting electors. He did 
not agree with the opinion of the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt; for if treating was allowed at all, it would be impoſlible 'to 


tell to what latitude it might be carried, while the ſpirit of the act 
would be evaded. 
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Mr. MARTIN, Mr. H. BROWNE, Mr. C. DUNDAS, 
and Captain BERKELEY, each ſaid a few words, and leave was 
given to bring in a bill. 


Tueſday, November 28. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, foreſceing it would be impoſſible 
that all the papers and accounts, which it was his defire ſhould be 
before the Houſe, previous to his entering farther into the details of 
his financial operations for the enſuing year, could be in a ſufficient 
ſtate of readineſs before Friday next, he muſt beg leave to poſtpone, 
till that day, his intended motion on this ſubject. 

Mr. HUSSEY obſerved, that as the right honourable gentleman 
thought proper to defer the farther conlideration of his financial 
plan to a later day, he truſted the ſerious importance of the ſubject 
to which he now wiſhed to allude, would enſure to him the indul- 
gent attention of the Houſe, to a few obſervations, which he felt it 
his duty to offer on the occafion. He muſt, in the firſt place, ob- 
ſerve, that when the right honourable gentleman brought forward 
his new financial plan, he, contrary to all uſual and eſtabliſhed 
cuſtom, did not follow it up by moving any ſpecific reſolution. He 
had morcover inſinuated, that if his plan was objected to, the ob- 
jeRions that were made to it ſhould have no weight, unleſs thoſe 
who urged them could ſuggeſt a leſs objectionable and more practi- 
cal plan than that which he himſclf had propoſed ; it any ſuch 
plan were now to be propoſed, the right honourable gentleman 
might alſo ſay that the propoſal came too late. The dread of this 
obſervation ſhould not, however, deter him from declaring to the 
Houſe what is, and had been, his opinion on the ſubject. It was 
with ſorrow, therefore, he had to obſerve, that the Land-tax bill 
had been hurried through the Houſe without any attention having 
been paid to it as a ſubje of new taxation—it was now in one of 
its laſt ſtages in another Houſe, where, if it was thought expedient, 
ſome obſtacle might be made to its farther progreſs—if then, from 
any accident, it ſhould again be brought under the conſideration of this 
Houſe, it was his opinion the tax ſhould not remain as it now 
ſtood, at four ſhillings, but ſhould be ſo increaſed as to compals 
every object which the preſcnt exigencies of the State rendered the 
accompliſhment of inevitable neceſſity. Land, in his opinion, 
afforded a better fund of ſupplies than any other which could now 
poſſibly be reſorted to. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he was not now diſpoſed to diſcus 
what was, or what was not, the leaſt objectionable mode of railing 


ä 
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the neceſſary ſupplies - on that ſuggeſted by the honourable gentle- 


man he would deliver no opinion, nor did he think that it was al- 
together orderly on the part of the honourable gentleman to have 
alluded to the duty and proceedings of another Houſe of Par- 
liament. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR begged leave to defer the motion which 
he intended to have brought forward this day, till to-morrow, eſpe- 
cially as the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had poſtponed 
the farther developement of his financial project. 

The Deputy Clerk of the Crown having appeared at the bar 
with the return lately made of the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in 
Parliament for the borough of Tewkeſbury, 

Mr. BRAGGE moved that the return be now read, which being 
read accordingly, he entered into ſeveral legal arguments, to prove 
that no election had properly taken place, as no proclamation had 
been made within the time preſcribed by an act of Parliament; he 
therefore would now move, That the Speaker do now ifſue his war- 
rant to the Clerk of the Crown for the election of a burgeſs to ſerve 
in Parliament, in room of William Dowdeſwell, eſq. who has ac- 
cepted the place of Governor of the Bahama iſlands. 

Mr. MARTIN ſeconded the motion. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS (Sir R. P. Arden) oppolei 
the motion as contrary to the ſpirit of Mr. Grenville's bill; he 
himſelf had aſſiſted in drawing vp that bill, and in his opinion the 
preſent caſe was included in its proviſions. He would therefore 
move, as an amendment, to leave out the words that ſtood after 
« That,” in the original motion, and to ſubſtitute in their ſtead, 
* Thoſe who queſtion the preſent return ſhould queſtion the ſame 
_ fourtcen days from the return of the writ into the Crown 

ffice.“ 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſeconded the amendment, which after a 
few obſervations from the Speaker, the Maſter of the Rolls, and 
Mr. Bragge, was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that he thought it material not to diſmiſs 
the preſent ſubje& without intimating to thoſe concerned in it, that 
though the indulgence of the Houſe would not permit them to cen- 
ſure the Returning Officers for any thing like corruption or partia- 
lity, or any other unworthy and indirect motive, yet he felt it his 
duty to admoniſh them of the inadvertency and ignorance of the 
laws which they had venues on the preſent occaſion, 
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Wedneſday, November 29 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid, that it was his intention to have 
moved that the Commiſſioners of Taxes be called to the bar, to lay 
before the Houſe an account of all taxes for ſome time paſt, and to 
give to the Houſe ſuch other information as might be in their power 
to give, and neceſſary for the Houſe to receive; but there had hap. 
pened this morning a circumſtance that had prevented him from 
making that motion. A paper, purporting to be the genuine act of 
the Executive Directory of France was publiſhed, the object of 
which was to explain to all Europe its intention of invading this 
country, as being the beſt mode of bringing the conteſt to a conclu- 
fion ; that it is their intention to eſtabliſh what they call the Free- 
dom of the Seas, which was, in other words, the deſtruction of 
our naval power; and alſo to make this Country pay the expence 
of the conteſt, which was, in other words, to make this Country 
tributary to the French. Upon ſuch an oecaſion, and under ſueh 
eireumſtances, he felt it incumbent on him as a Member of that 
Houſe, and a well-wiſher to his Country, not to preſs any thing that 
could tend to ſhew that there exiſtcd at this time any diſſention in 
that Houſe. Therefore although he was extremely deſirous to have 
the information which: he believed the Commiſſioners could ſupply 
the Houſe with, he ſhould not preſs his motion; he was contented 
with having freely and honeſtly ſtated his reaſons for declining it. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought it neceſſary that be ſhould de- 
tain the Houſe by delivering a few, and they ſhould be very few, 
words upon this ſubject. "The motives of the honourable Baro- 
net for not taking a ſtep, which in his opinion tended to diſturb 
that diſpoſition which marked the unanimity of the Houſe, he 
ſhould not diſpute, doubtleſs they operated with him as reaſons for 
declining his motion. But when the honourable Baronet aſſigned 
the laſt Proclamation of the Directory as one on which his motives 
were founded, he could not help obſerving that the 13ircRory had (et 
forward by that Proclamation nothing but what they had formerly 
and frequently avowed, and there was hardly a man in this Country 
or in Europe to whom theſe ſentiments of the Directory were new. 
It was not the firſt time they had ſtated themſelves to be placed at 
the head of a conſpiracy to obtain what they call the Frecdom of 
the Seas, that was, the deſtruction of our naval power, and avowed 
an hatred to our Government, and had ſtated not only how much ve 

ſhall be obliged to pay for our own defence, but alſo for our ranſom, 
and theſe are their objects in continuing the war. He thought be 
might ſay, that the honourable Baronet, although only convinced 
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this morning of the object of the enemy, was only convinced of that 
which was the confirmed opinion of almoſt the whole of this na- 
tion long ago. He was glad, however, that the honourable Baronet 
was at laſt convinced; and he, in common with the Houſe, re- 
joiced that the Directory had renewed their avowal of this ſpirit by 
their laſt Proclamation, becauſe it Kept us on our guard, and let us 
know what we are to truſt to, At the ſame time it was but fair 
that he ſhould ſay, that if he felt the ſame neceſſity for the atten- 
dance of the Commiſſioners as the honourable Baronet did, if he 
drew the ſame inference with reſpe& to the materiality of the infor- 
mation of the Commiſſioners, as the honourable Baronet did, he 
ſhould certainly perſiſt in making his motion. He ſhould therefore 
be ſorry to find that the honourable Baronet ſhould be deterred from 
bringing his motion forward for the reaſons which he had aſſigned 
for declining. He ſhould add, however, that if the motion was 
brought forward, he ſhould oppoſe it ; not becauſe he thought it 
dangerous in the view which the honourable Baronet had of it, but 
becauſe he thought it would be unneceffary ; not that he thought 
the Commiſſioners could give the honourable Baronet no informa- 
tion, but that the Houſe, and every Member in it, was as compe- 
tend to form a judgement of what ought to be done to ſupport the 
State as the Commiſſioners were. The ſubje& was to be diſcuſſed 
upon a view of the general ſtate of all clafſes of perſons in this 
country, which was matter for general reaſoning, upon which it 
was not reſpectful to the Houſe to ſuppoſe that the Commiſſioners 
of Taxes were better prepared to form a concluſion than the Mem- 
bers of the Houſe. He muſt add, however, that the laſt Procla- 
mation of the Directory had not, in his opinion, altered the caſe in 
the leaſt degree. | 

dir JOHN SINCLAIR had not altered the opinion he had de- 
livered as to the importance of the laſt Manifeſto of the Directory. 
He had, indeed, read the other papers to which the right honoura- 
ble gentleman alluded, and from which he did not draw the ſame 
inference as from the laſt. He owned they did not make the ſame 
impreſſion upon his mind, as they did on that of the right honour- 
able gentleman. However, as the Miniſter paid more attention to 
theſe papers than was poſſible for many other Members of the Houſe 
to do conſiſtently with their other avocaſions, it was reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that he underſtood them better. But fince the right honour- 
able gentleman thought that the motion ought not to be withdrawn, 
he ought to bring it forward ; and if he ſhould, he had the authority 
of the right honourable gentleman for ſo doing. 
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Mr. Chancellor PITT hoped that the honourable Baronet would 
remember what he ſaid. He did not think the motion proper; 
and therefore if it was made, he ſhould oppoſe it, for he had only 
faid that the reaſon which the honourable Baronet alledged for de- 
clining it did not appear to him a good one. 

The other orders of the day were deferred to Friday. 


Thurſday, November 30. 


At four o'clock, there being only ſeventy Members preſent, it 
was impoſſible to proceed to bufineſs, as it was a day appointed for 
a ballot ; but by virtue of a late regulation, directing that the Houſe 
be called over the day following, in caſe a ballot be not formed on 


the day appointed, the Houſe was ordered to be called over to- 
morrow. 


Friday, December 1. 


The Houſe proceeded to ballot for a Committee to try the merits 
of the Newton Election Petition; when the following Members 
were appointed : 


R. Pole Carew, Eſq. Chairman. 


A. Strahan, Eſq. Lord Macdonald 

Earl Temple William Meeke, Eſq. 
Richard Elliſon, Efq. James Dawkins, Eſq. 

Sir John Stuart, Bart. William Stuart Roſe, Efq. 
William Elford, Efq. Naminees, 
Thomas Jones, Eſq. Daniel Parker Coke, Eſq. 
W. H. Fellowes, Eſq. Nicholas Vanſittart, Eſq. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT poſtponed his farther propoſitions re- 
ſpecting the means of raiſing a ſupply, to Monday next. 
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At three o'clock the Houſe met, and a meſſage being ſent to the 
Commons for their attendance, the Lords Commiſſioners, conſiſting 
of the Lord Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Earl 
Spencer, on the arrival of the Commons, gave the royal aſſent to the 


ſmall Notes, and the Navy and Army Seduction Bills. 


The Duke of PORT LAND brought an order from His Ma- 
jeſty, which was read, “ that it is His Majeſty's pleaſure the Peers 
are ſummoned to attend in their robes on Tueſday the 19th in- 
ſtant, at eight o'clock in the forenoon, to accompany His Majeſty to 


St. Paul's, in the uſual form, &c. &c. when the Houſe adjourned 
to T hurſday next. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturday, December 2. 


A meſſage being received from the Lords, defiring the attendance 
of the Houfe, Sir Francis Molyneux, attended by the Members, 
went up to the Lords to be preſent at the royal aſſent being given by 
commiſhon to the ſmall Notes, and Army and Navy Seduction 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the Duties on WIN. 
DOWS and INHABITED HOUSES, impoſed by acts 6th, 
19th, and 24th Geo. III. for One Year, ending «th April 


1797; diſtinguiſhing the Amount in each County, and in the : 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and Borough of South. C 
wark. | C 
C 
— — 6 wth D 
COUNTIES. Inhabited Houſes, [Houſes and Win Tahabind Houſes, , 
24 Geo. III. — 6 Geo. III. 19 Geo. III. * 
— — — — — — — V 
F of 4. d. 1 4 \ 
Bedford 3.140 6 ] 2,372 19 2 256 10 6 . 
Bei ks 7,818 19 11 6,020 13 3 1,342 2 R 
Bucks 6,059 © 32] 4,619 13 84 626 10 34 
Cambridge 3.166 2 6 3,095 14 6 723 7-0 L 
Cheiter 7632-5 -© 4.724 16 2 911 4 7; 
Cornwall 5.521 9 6 3.345 18 10 630 13 4 W 
Cumberland 3,228 9 © 1,308 7 6 4907 4 2 
Derby 5.525 16 6 | 3,345 © 113] gig 12 73 M 
Devon 13,212 19 0 3.582 9 8 2,096 1 11 
Dorſet 5.800 7 © 3,789 19 © 37 28 9 80 
Durham 4,676 6 1 785 12 94 
York 31,650 8 34] 19,591 © 4 4.187 15 1 
Eſſex 15,606 12 6 | 11,926 9 1 2,115 11 5 
Glouceſter 10,699 1 8 7,830 19 10 13007 3 3 
Fieretord 4.073 14 © 2,798 15 3 343'16 9 
Hertford 7,728 14 5 8.976 2 © 1,043: 3 5 
Huntingdon 2,024 11 2 6431 Y 3 $13 4&4 3 * 
Kent 8.26 17 1 4,871 8 84 
Lancaſter 19,949 4 6 12,542 9 8 | 6,502 15 5+ 
Leiceſter 6,458 8 3 4.370 £ © 474 19 © 0 
Lincoln 11,059 8 5 15116 16 4 1,208 18 1 24 
Norfolk 42040 17 | } 1,996 1 1} 
Northampton 6,804 4 5 | - 5,185 14 © gag 23 $ 
Northumberland | $5,812 13 © 3,689 18 10 1,456 12 8 
Nottingham 5,308 10 6 3,481 11 8 568 8 10 
Oxford 6,366 11 9 4.962 4 5 884 6 42 
Rutland W7 4.0 664 4 4 $7 13 ® 
Salop 7.793 3 21 $,472 13 5 900 1 8; 
Somerſet 20,984 18 © | 15,302 17 4 | 7,430 8 113 
Southampton 14,270 19 7 | 10,724 16 4 3-211 11 74 
Stafford 9.095 18 |} 6,002 7 10 826 17 3 
Suffolk 11 0 3 8,188 18 5 1,080 15 71 
Surrey 15,375 14 . 11,979 18 52] 4-074 14 9 
Suſſex 9,611 19 © | 7,352 16 2 1,190 10 84 
Warwick [1337-27 © 8,514 10 4 2,002 1 3 
Weſtmoreland 0 607 12 2 8 © 2 
Wilts 9,588 16 3 7,189 0 2 | 1,350 $ 0 
Worceſter 6,656 16 6] $5,018 2 3, 914 $ 3 


Dic. 2.] 


COUNTIES. 


— 


Fr 


Angleſca 
Brecon 
Cardigan 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 
Denbigh 
Flint 
Glamorgan 
Merioneth 
Monmouth 
Montgomery 
pembroke 
Radnor 


London 
Weſtminſter 
Middleſex 


Southwark 


N. B. The Returns of the Duties on Inhabited Houſes, 37 Geo. III. 


C. 


DEBATES. zur 
Inhabited Heal tent and Win. Inhabited Houſes, 
24 Geo. III. dos, 6 Geo. III. 19 Geo. II. 
„ % 8 £ a0 
036 0:6 240 10 10 39 13 -© 
790 5 $1 ̃˙⸗ £6 $7-.-4: 8 
588 14 © 396-3 Þ 39 12 9 
v165-14 4 466 © 2 103 11 105 
6009 o © 228 rt $8 21 10 6 
in 789 66 1 101 4 $ 
I 02 342-15 3 236 13 4 
1,753 19 6 074 2 9 283 14 45 

33 8 104 4 s 3 p 

1,434 4 8 843 7 11 194 3 25 16 

1,214 5 10 478 5 4 „ 0 

3 579 16 6 148 12 3 1 f. 

456 8 o 188 15 © 19 $: 3 1 

1 j | f 

30,822 5 10}. 23,695 13 63] 18,652 14 of "A 14 

IP 

42,204 135 | 3219 7 Of 2042976 2-3 1 

1 

75,508 15 57.068 9 9 | 45,544 13 3 by Tt 

12,426 14 9] 9,561 1 94] 6,775 12 5+ 200 

532,230 16 11 | 379,196 o 44] 164,084 16 7 bY. fl 

I 4 

1 


ate not yet received. 


Office for Taxes, 
: di _ 
28th Nov. 1797, 


J. HUNTER. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number of PERSONS who pay 
ASSESSED TAXES, diſtinguiſhing the ſame into Claſſes, 
according to the Amount, from Six Shillings to Four Hundred 
Pounds and upwards, Annually. 


. — 


i 8 1 
| Under and under and L dl under and 3 
2 10s. | 158. Il, | il. 5s. | 11. 10s. 

190,122 129,503 57,716 40,218 33,5055 | 32,064 | 
I. 158, * 5% | $8. 20k | 2. 396 
and under and under and Sn It under and underjand under 
i]. 155, 21. zl. 5s. | al. 1 21. 158. 3l. 
— Fm—oemccmonts — 
28,283 | 24417: 22,060 — | lence. 17,451 | 16,5179 | 15,563 


— 


31. £ 31. 108. 4. l. 104. 5l. 61. 
and under land underſandun der ad under and under and under 
3l. ros. 40. 41. 108. | sl. | 61. 7l. 


25,846 | 18.356 | 16,753 13,881 | 22,220 | 15,468 


Tl | Dl. | gl. | rol ies, 1 
and underjand under and underiand under and under and under 
81. gl. 10. | 121. 108. | 1 el. l. 100. 
10,500 | 8,164 7,378 | $2,711 7,991 5,035 
171. 10s. | 20l. | 251. | „ 40. 
and under and under and under and underland under and under 
20l. | 2 51. | zol. 35l. 40l. 451. 
3.389 | 4212 || 3,417 2.544 1,701 1,106 


Fol. | 7ol. | Bol. | gol. 
and under and under and M and underſand underſand under 
gol. 60l. 7ol. 1 Sol. gol, 10cl. 
— — — — 
807 | 1,006 704 | 268 | 193 
100l, r;ol. | 200l. | 2g5ol. zool. 350l. | 40ol. 
and under and under and under and under and under and underſand up- 
150l. 200l. 250l. z30cl, | 350). 4ocl. | wards, 
318 111 38 13 | 2 4 3 
Total number of perſons paying Aſſeſſed Taxes 791, $02 
Office for Taxes, CHAS. DERING. 
28th Nov. 1797. J. HUNTER BARNE BARNE. 


EDWD. MEDOWS, 
H. HAYES. 


Dec. 2.] "DEBATES. zi 


ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the ASSESSED TAXES 
for One Year, ending the 5th of April 1797; and deducting 


therefrom the Charges of Management. 


This account contains the Duties on Tnhabited Houſes, 24 Geo. III. — 
Houſes and Windows, 6 Geo. III. Inhabited Houſes, 19 Geo. III.— 
Male Servants, 25 Geo. III. —Horſes, 25 Geo. III. - Additional Horſes, 
29 Geo, III. Farther additional Horſes, 36 Geo. III. — Horſes and 
Mules, 36 Geo. IlI.—Pogs, Z year, 36 Geo. III. - Four-wheel Carriages, 
25 Geo, III. — Additional four-wheel Carriages, 29 Geo. III. —Two- 
wheel Carriages and Carts, 25 and 35 Geo. III. — 10 per Cent. 31 Geo. 
}I!L.,—10 per Cent. 36 Geo. III. 


COUNTIES, 

Le 4. A. 
Bedford — 117 2 
Berks — — 31,609 9 54 
Bucks — — 9,215 1 33 
Cambridge _ 19,359 12 24 
Cheſter — — 26,812 12 8+ 
Cornwall _ 19,945 I5 64 
Cumberland — 10,310 8 82 
Derby — 20,294 18 74 
Devon — 49,416 7 23 
Dorſet — 20,309 18 2 
Darham — 19,271 17 74 
York — — 119,898 9 34 
Eſſex — 62,873 13 64 
Glouceſter _ 38,899 18 32 
Hereford _ 15.363 6 24 
Hertford — 31,121 10 11+ 
Huntingdon — 7634s © 83 
Kent — 87.820 13 23 
Lancaſhire _ 66,929 12 7+ 
Leiceſter — 23,425 3 94 
Lincola 4 90 42 
Monmouth ——— 3.472 14 1 
Norfolk — $6,640 © 1+ 
Northampton — 25,366 5 3 4 
Northumberland 25.096 3 32 
Nottingham — 20,233 17 8 
Oxford — 25,786 18 
Rutland — 3.902 9 64 
Salop — 29,427 8 9 
Somerſet — 75,178 18 52 
Southampton — 55,812 12 5+ 
Stafford — — 32,132 4 104 
Suffolk — 42,727 16 34 
Surrey — 60,692 18 10 
Suſſex — 33 11 $9 

Vor. IV. Ss 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


An ACCOUNT of the Number of . PERSONS who pay 
ASSESSED TAXES; diſtinguiſhing the ſame into Claſſes, 
according to the Amount, from Six Shillings to Four Hundred 
Pounds and upwards, Annually. | 


aa, 


[ Commons, 


"* ts I 0s. I 55. I 123% 6 
| Under and under and ME under and under and —_ 
g —B: : © Il, IL 5s. | 11. 10s. 
——— —-—-—: — — — 
190, 122 | 129,503 2 | 40,218 | 33,055 32,064 
II. 3 56. 21. 21. 108. | 21. 158. 
and under and a La _ and under and underjand under 
1]. 155, 21. „ fig . 2l. 158. 3l. 
28,283 | 24,17: 22,060 | 17,451 16,517 | 15,563 
31. 31. 108. AI. 108. 5l. As 
and under and under andun de r and under and under and under 
31. 108. 40. 41. 108. sl. 61. Il. 
25,846 | 8.356 16,753 12,881 | 22,220 | 15,468 
7. 81. ol. | l. EYRE." 
and underjand underjand under;and under;and under and under 
81. gl. 1ol. | 121. 108. | 1 gl. | 17]. 10s, 
10,500 | 8,164 7.378 12.711 7,991 5,935 
171. 10s. | 20l. 25l. | zol. 35ʃ. 40. 
and under and under and underſand under land under and under 
20l. | 251. zol. 3 l. 40l. 451. 
3.389 1 4.2 3-417 2,544 | 1,701 1,106 
I aol. | 7ol. fol. | gob 
and under and under . 3 and underſand under/and under 
gol. 60l. 7ol. — Sol. gol. 100l. 
— — — 
2 | 1,006 | 704 | | © -268 Re” 
tool. | 1501, 200l. 250l. Zool 350l. 7001. 
and under and under and under'and under * under and underſand up- 
150l. 200l. 250l. z30cl, 350). 4ocl. | wards, 
318 111 38 13 2 4 1 
Total number of perſons paying Aſleſſed Taxes 791,802 
Office for Taxes, CHAS. DERING. 
28th Nov. 1797. | J. HUNTER BARNE BARNE. 


_ EDWD. MEDOWS, 
H. HAYES. 


Dec. 2.] DEBATES. 3 


ACCOUNT of the Total Amount of the ASSESSED TAXES 
for One Year, ending the 5th of April 1797; and deducting 
therefrom the Charges of Management. 


This account contains the Duties on Inhabited Houſes, 24 Geo. III. — 
Houſes and Windows, 6 Geo. l.—Inhabited Houſes, 19 Geo. III.— 
Male Servants, 25 Geo. III. — Horſes, 25 Geo. III.—Additonal Horſes, 
29 Geo, III. Farther additional Horſes, 36 Geo. III. — Horſes and 
Mules, 36 Geo. IlI.—Dogs, Z year, 36 Geo. II. —Four- wheel Carriages, 
25 Geo. III. — Additional four-wheel Carriages, 29 Geo. III.—Two- 
„ Carriages and Carts, 25 and 35 Geo. III. — 10 per Cent. 31 Geo. 
III.— 10 per Cent. 36 Geo. III. 


COUNTIES, 

P „ a 
Bedford _ . 
Berks _ — 31,509 9 53 
Bucks — — 1 
Cambridge _ 19,359 12 24 
Cheſter — — 26,812 12 84 
Cornwall _ 19,945 15 62 
Cumberland — 10,310 8 $42 
Derby — 20, 294 18 75 
Devon — 49,416 7 24 
Dorſet — 20,309 18 2 
Dorham _ 19,2798 17 7+ 
York — — 119,898 9 38 
Eſſex — 62,873 13 64 
Glouceſter _ 38,899 18 32 
Hereford _ 15.363 6 24 
Hertford — 31,121 10 11+ 
Hunting don — 7934 $ $ 
Kent — 87,820 13 23 
Lancaſhire _ 66,929 12 7+ 
Leiceſter — 23,425 3 94 
Lincoln — 4399 9 2 
Monmouth — C472 14 1 
Norfolk © — $5,540 © 1 
Northampton _ 25,360 5 84 4 
Northumberland 25,996 3 3t 
Nottingham — 20,232 17 8 
Oxford — 25,786 18 
Rutland — 3.902 9 6; 
Salop — — 29,427 8 9 
Somerſet — 75.178 18 52 
Southampton — 55.812 12 5% 
Stafford — — 32,132 4 104 
Suffolk — 42,727 16 34 
Surrey — 60,692 18 104 
Suſſex — 35,034 1 8 
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COUNTIES, 
5 : > 
arwic — 39,167 1 

Weſtmoreland — = - 8 12 
Wilts — — 37,039 16 91 
Worceſter — 25,298 7 54 
Angleſea — 2,035 10 5 
Brecon — 3 
Cardigan — 2,073 2 OF 
Carmarthen _ 4.756 ᷣ 7 2 
Carnarvon— 2,077 18 114 
Denbigh — 83 
Hint — 3,218 10 63 
Glamorgan —— 6,446 13 oz 
Merioneth — 7% 7 4 
Montgomery „ 
Pembroke — 4.690 10 6 


Radnor — — 1,633 12 64 
Middleſex — 273,398 1 74 


London — 101,530 8 112 ; 
Weſtminſter —— 167,609 18 8; 
Southwarx — 40.80 1 1 


1. 1,975,783 1 94 a 


Charges of Management calculated — 
at 85d. in the pound — — 69,974 © o 


—ů— — 


L 1.905, 99 1 9+ 


2 ar 


Office for Taxes, 
38th Nov. 1797. CHAS. DERING, — 
BARNE BARNE. 
J. HUNTER. EDWD. MED OMS. 
H. HAYES, 
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An ACCOUNT of the Number of Perſons who pay the Duties 
on WINDOWS and INHABTFTED HOUSES, impoſed by 
Adds 6th, 19th, and 24th Geo. III.; diſtinguiſhing the ſame 
iato Claſſes according to the Amount, from Three Shillings to 
One Hundred Pounds and upwards, as far as the ſame can be 
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made up. | 
£4 6. 108 | 158. | 1. J 11. 58. "i 
and under and under and under and underiand underſand under 9 
„ 10S. | 15s. 11, 1]. 5s. | 11. 108. | 
ae e 19,679 | 26,342 | 42,367 | 43,289 | 26,557 | 21,974 i 
II. 10s. | 11. 15s. 21. 2h. 5%. | 2k. 106k | 21. 158. 31. 7 0 
and underland under and under and under and under and underſand under i WA 
Il. 155. 21. | 21. 58. | 2]. 10s. | 21. 158. 31. 31. 108. 1 . 
— — — — —— — Well 
12,826 | 14,989 | 13,628 | 10,156 | 6,203 8,966 ' 12,935, A | 
Gs ne 3 5 . 
P r 1449 
and under and under and under and underſand under and under and under 143 
4. Il. 108. BE | Ol. 71, 81, gh: 144 
———)B — — — — — = 
16,515 | 10,297 | 8,047 | 9,487 | 7943 j 7-013 5,862 14 14 
91. | 1x. | r2l. 198. | 15h. | 19l. 108. 20l. 2c. 
and under and under and underſand underjand underſand underſand under 
ol. 121. 106. 151. | 171. ics. | 201. 2 öl. 30l. 
5.060 6.767 3.387 1,907 | 1.155 | 1,182 580 
zol. | 351. 40l. | „ | nol. 
and underſand underſand under and under and underſand under and under 
33l. 40l. 454. | gol. | 60l. 7ol. Sol. 
9 167 1 al | 94 | 84 60 C 29 
201. gol. 10cl. 2 5ol. 200). | 2g50l, [ '30ol. {oY 
and underjand under and undetſand underſand under and under and under 1 
gol, 1001, | 15ol. | 200l. 2501, | Zool. 3 ol. 8 
i 6 | s 2 3 1 14 
550. [ 450. a 9 
and das and x * 
400l, | upwards. TOTAL — CL. 587,480 14 
N. B. The Returns for the Duties on Inhabitated Houſes, ig? £ 
37th Geo, III. are not yet received, 1 ww. 
Office for Taxes, 8 
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Monday, December 4. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, that the order of the day for 
calling over the names of the defaulters on Friday laſt, be diſcharged 
— which was accordingly done. 

The Houſe then reſolved itfelf into a Committee of Ways and 
Means, Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then roſe and ſaid, that, as upon a for- 
mer day he had fully ſtated to the Committee, the outline and ge— 
neral plan of the mode by which he propoſed to raiſe a coniiderabie 
part of the ſupplies for the enſuing vear, for an increafed afſeſſment 
of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, what he Mould have to offer now upon that 
ſubject, would be confined within a narrower compass, and 
ſhould ſcarcely have any thing more to do than explain the propor- 
tions which he propoſed to attach to the ſeveral clafſes of individu- 
als, according to their income, and ſubmit them to the conſideration 
of the Committee, in the ſhape of diſtinct Reſolutions. Before he 
Proceeded to do this, however, be begged leave to recapitulate the 
general grounds on which he meant to bring forward his propoli- 
tions, obſerving, that, according to his own opinion, he believed 
they would ſtand a fair and candid trial, and he wiſhed them to be 
tried. The preſent was a moment which demanded an unuſually 
vigorous exertion ; and every gentleman, he truſted, was affured, 
that the cauſe of this exertion did not ariſe from any neglect or 
caxeleſſneſs of our own, to prevent the farther proſccution of hoſti- 
lities, but from the animoſity, obſtinacy, and ambition of the enemy, 
But if any ſenſe of the freedom, ſpirit, and courage of Engliſhmen 
remained, he truſted every means for fruſtrating the perfidious de- 
ſigns and declarations of an enemy ſo revengeful and obdurate, 
would be ſupported—and ſupported firmly. From every ſymptom 
of radical wealth, from every ſymptom of true loyalty and patriotiim 
in the country, and from every additional proof of our energy and 
power, it was evident there never was a moment in which we were 
better able to do juſtice to the cauſe which we ſupported. He had 
ſtated, upon a former day, that if there were any one point which 
more particularly demanded caution and eireumſpection than ano- 
ther, it was to avoid, by every poſuble means, a farther accumula- 


tion of our funded debt; for that was the point againſt which the 


maciunations uf the enemy were directed, and thence it was, their 
hopes bf the conqueſt of this country were derived. It was his 
principal object therefore, to prevent an increaſe of Government 
paper in the market, and at the fame time alſo, to prevent an accu- 
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mulation of the permanent debr. Theſe were the ground works 
of his plan. He uns bound to effect theſe ſalutary purpoſes in the 
beſt and ſimpleſt manner he was able, and he had the means of 
eſſecting them, by the adoption of the plan he had propoſed. If 
gentlemen would look to our permanent advantage; if they would 
look at our univerſal credit, the ſtability of that credit, and the ſafe 
exiſtence of the country, they would be convinced, that we were 
not only able to obtain thefe objeRts, but they would aifo be con- 
vinced of our ability, as he had ſtated upon a former day, to pro- 
vide for the redemption of the Loan, which would be farther neeeſ- 
fary to diſcharge the annual expenditure, by a temporary continua- 
tion of the meaſurcs he ſoggeſted, aided by the aſſiſtance of the 
finking fund. If he were aſked what would be the beſt plan for 
taining theſe objects, he (ould reply, that an univerſal call on the 
income and property of the country might be imprudent if not dan- 
gerous. It was lis duty, therefore, to find out ſome criterion by 
which a contribution, proportioned to the wealth and power, toge- 
ther with the eaſe and enjoyments of the various clafles of the peo- 
ple, might be made. If he were aſked, what criterion he could find 
for ſuch a regulation? he .ſkould reply, that none appeared to 
him ſo equal in its calculations, as the return of the Afﬀeticd 'I axes. 
The beſt plan that occurred to him, therefore, was, an increafed 
aſefiment of the Aſſeſſed Taxes ; and the faireſt criterion for 
judging of the proportions which ought to be paid by the various 


claſſes of ſociety according to their income, was the return of the 


Aſſeſled Taxes, as far as they could be made up and cſtimated for 
the preſent year. His firſt reaſon for giving the preference to 
an increaſed aſſeſſment of the Aſſeſſed T axes, was, as he had ſtated 
the other night, becauſe he ſhould therefrom deduce a conſiderable 
contribution from a large claſs of houſckeepers, whom he conceived 
to be both able and willing to. pay, a nounting to 800,000. All of 
theſe were maſters of families, and comprehended under their roofs 
a population of 4,000,000. 

His next reaſon for choofing this mode was, becauſe it excluded 
all the inferior and labouring claſſes of ſociety, who are unable to 
contribute to the exigencies of the State, and whoſe poverty, in 
conſequence, required an exemption. Thus far the Committee 
would perceive his plan had the utility of embracing whatever 
ought to be embraced, and omitting whatever ought to be omitted. 
As the purchaſe of ſome conveniences were neeeſſary, and ſome a 
voluntary expenditure, his next duty was to draw a line of diſtinc- 
tion between theſe objects, and endeavour to allow ſome modifica- 
tion and abatement to the former. This object would alſo be ob- 
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tained by the meaſure he propoſed, and, as he believed, in a very 
fair and cqual proportion. He would now ftate to the Committee 
the manner in which he intended to arrange and ſubdivide the pro- 
portions ; and, in doing this, he had two extreme Gditficultics to 
overcome; firſt, to take eſpecial care that no perſon, who poſſeſſed 
the means of paving, ſhould eſcape the due proportion of their eon. 
tribution ; and ſecondly, to be careful to afford a large and ample 
relief to every individual, whoſe fituation and circumitances entitled 
them to fuch a claim. He now reminded the Committee, that 
he had ſtated the product of the Aſſeſſed Taxes at preſent to be 
2,7 00,000. Some had not hitherto been collected, but ne be. 
lieved they would not fall far ſhort of their ettiimate, which was 
taken at 600,000!. Theſe were the additional ailetiments of laſt 
ſeſſion ; and although the actual returns could not yet be made, 
Government had accounts which would juſtify his cateulation. It 
was now neceflary to appriſe the Committee, that the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes conſiſted of two deferiptions, which deſerved a ſeparate con- 
ſideration. The firit deſeription comprehended the tax on houſes, 
the tax on windows, the old aſſeſſments upon houſes, the commu— 
tation tax, and the two additional 10 per cent. dutics upon the 
whole amount, making in all a general ſum total of 150,00c!, 
This the Committee would perceive was but a ſmall proportion of 
the whole ſum collected by the Aſſeſſed Taxes ; and it confequent!y 
ſhewed that every care had been taken to avoid too hard a preſſure 
upon thoſe individuals, whofe ſituation and circumſtances claimed 
relief. The other deſcription contained all the ſame charges upon 
houſes, windows, the commutation act, and the 20 per cent. ad- 
ditional duties, while 1,300,c00l. was raiſed upon male ſervants, 
horſes, carriages, dogs, and watches. It was his intention there- 
fore, as theſe were chiefly articles of luxury, to triple the duties 
upon the latter, while he took care to have the proportions of the 
fOrmer modified. In that diviſion, however, the only ditterence 
from the diviion he had ſubmitted to the Houſe, would be a trans- 
fer of the duties upon dogs and watches to the firſt claſs ; becauſe 
they might, in general, be conſidered as teſts of afluence. A ſin- 
gle dog or watch, however, would be comprehended in the modi- 
tication as articles of convenience, and not of luxury. Here the 
Committee would obſerve that there would be no defalcation in the 
eſtimated produce of the tax upon the higher orders, by the reduc- 
tion of the contributions upon thoſe who merely ſubſcribe for con- 


veniences, fince it was evident the higher orders would not only be 


taxed for the enjoyment of their luxuries, but for the enjoyment of 
their conven'i-nccs alſo, He now undertook to ſtate to the Com- 


- 
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mittee the different proportions of contribution which he ſhould affix 
to the different elaſſes of thoſe houſekcepers who came under his 
firſt deſcription, of ſubſcribing only to the houſe and window tax, 
the commutation tax, and the additional 20 per cent. duties, till 
the gradations aſcended to the treble rate. Such perſons as inha- 
bited houſes, without apportioning a part thereof to lodgers, he 
concluded, would not wiſh for exemption or relief. His next con- 
ſideration then was, to endeavour to determine at what rate the 
proportions ſhould be made, until the gradations did attain the treble 
rate, All houſckcepers, who paid the duties only upon houſes, 
windows, and the commutation tax, would not find a triple rate 
of the aſſeſſment attach, unleſs they already paid at the rate of 31. 
a year to the Aſſeſſed Taxes. Thus tor inſtance, all who inha- 
bited houſes, without apportioning a part thereof to lodgers, he 
conceived could not wiſh for exemption or relief. His next duty 
then was, to determine at what rate the different proportions ſhould 
be fixed upon thoſe houſekeepers, who ſubſcribed rather for eonve- 
nicnce than luxury, till the gradation aſcended to the treble rate. 
Where the preſent rate was under 11. (for gentlemen would per- 
ceive, by the papers on the table, that fo low a contribution as 38. 
only was made in the country) he ſhouid propoſe to make ar. ailey;- 
ment only of one half of the preſent rate, and circumſcribe the pay- 
ment to tos. Where the preſent rate was one pound, and under 
two, he ſhould propoſe the increaſe of a fingle rate, or 20s., and 
where the preſent rate was two pounds, he ſhould make the aſſeſſ- 
ment only double. Thus where perſons paid 21. at preſent to tlie 
Aſſeſſed Taxes, they would pay 11. more, and where they paid 
more than two, but under three, they would pay only 11. Los. 
Now gentlemen would fee by this ſtatement, how favourable the 
plan was to the poor and induſtrious claſſes of ſociety, and how was 
its extenſion of abatement and relief; nearly 330,000 houſekeepers 
would only pay one half of their preſent rate, in addition to what 
they already pay, which was only one-ſixth of the tax impoſed upon 
the higher orders: 130,000 would only ſubſcribe a ſingle rate of 
their preſent aſſeſſment, or one-third of what the ſuperior claſſes 
would contribute ; while in the higher orders of ſociety, the du- 
ties levied would be more than treble the amount of what they now 
ſubſcribe. There would be 70,000 perſons to whom the increaſed 
aſſeſſment would be only double, and 530,000 to whom the mo- 
difications of abatement and relief would be extended. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe modifications, however large and comprehenſive as 


they were, he had the ſatisfaQion to inform the Committee, that 


upon 3 more minute inveſtigation, he had every reaſon to believe 
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that the diminution of the product of the tax, by ſuch abatement 
and relief, would be leſs than he had allowed for on a former dax. 
There was another abatement, however, ſtill to be alloued ; for, 
while they endeavoured to raiſe a contribution ncceſſary for the exi. 
gencies of the times, it was their duty to prevent any of thoſe con. 
tributions from preſſing too hard upon thoſe perſons, whoſe condi— 
tion was entitled to indulgence and confideration. But before he 
deſcribed the nature of this abatement, he would ſtate the propor- 
tions which he intended to affix to thoſe claſſes who ſubſcribed be. 
yond the tax which he had already mentioned, as a limit aſcending 
ro that claſs of perſons who kept horſes and carriages, and whe 


could not conſcientiouſly demand the ſame modification, as they, 


who at preſent, paid no more than 31. for aſſeſſments. He begged 
leave to remind the Committee, that according to the ſtatements 
which he had laid before them, there was one claſs of people, con- 
fiſting of the poor and the laborious, which would not contribute 
in any degree; and he acquainted the Committee, that the ſub- 
ſcription of the ſecond claſs would not exceed 31. It was now his 
duty to ſubject all thoſe who paid at preſent for any of thoſe luxu- 
' ries which he had ſpecified, namely, horſes and carriages, to a 
treble aſſeſſment, becauſe it muſt be inferred from their appearance, 
that their incomes would juſtify ſuch an aſſeſſment. The limits cf 
this claſs would come in the following order: All who paid at pre- 
ſent more than 3ol. a year to the Aſſeſſed Taxes, he ſhould ſup- 
poſe could not be worth leſs than 1000). a year, and could, ef 
courſe, contribute a treble amount of their preſent ſubſeription. A 
heavier rate than a treble increaſe of the preſent aſſeſſments ought, 
in due proportion to the ſuppoſed increaſe of income, to be laid 
upon thoſe perſons who pay at preſent more than 3zol. per annum 
to the Aſſeſſed Taxes ; and, therefore, for thoſe who at preſent 
paid from 3ol. to 5ol. he ſhould propoſe the increaſe of a treble 
aſſeſſment and one-half ; and for thoſe who paid more than 500. 
an aſſeſſment to four times the amount of their preſent contribu- 
tion. This ſtatement compriſed the whole of the charge, in pro- 
portion to the ſuppoſed income of the different elaſſes who were 
to defray it; and in making that proportion, he aſſured the Com- 
mittee he had endeayoured to fix it as equally as he could, though 
it was certain ſome cafes would occur, which might hereafter re- 
quire correction. Some farther criterion, for inſtance, was necel- 
fary to prevent the tax from preſſing too hard in particular caſes 
upon perſons already contributing beyond their due proportion; for 
it ſo happened, that the Aſſeſſed Taxes, as he had ſtated upon 1 
former day, preſſed much harder upon people of the ſame clals 
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in the metropolis, and large towns, than in the country ; and he 
had recently been informed that on account of local ſituation, a 
relidence in a ſtreet, or certain peculiarities of trade, there was a 
grievous inequality. Some perſons, on account of theſe circum- 
ances, he underſtood paid from 1 to 2, 3, 4, or 51. per annum, 
more than others of the ſame claſs and income. The only mode 
of correRion which he could ſuggeit, was that of allowing an abate- 
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ment below the charge of the afleſſment, on a declaration of the per- 


fon ſo ſurcharged, not of the preciſe amount of his income, which 
might be an imprudent and dangerous requeſt, but on a declaration 
that his income was not ſufficient for ſuch a contribution. Upon 
ſuch a declaration, made before four Commiſſioners appointed for 
ſugh purpoſes, the party ſhould be relieved in a given proportion to 
his competency. Whether the duties propoſed were affixed at one 
half of a ſingle rate of the preſent aſſeſſments, or roſe in proportion 
to treble their amount, it was his intention to propoſe a reſolution 
to the Committee, that if the party aſſeiſed ſhould make a declara- 
tion in the manner above deſcribed that his annual income did not 
amount to 601. he ſhould be exempted from the additional aſſeſſ- 
ment. If his income amounted to 6ol. he ſhould only pay at the 
rate of a 120th part of that income, which would be a proportion 
of 10s. And ſo he propoſed to go on varying his propoſitions in a 
regular ratio to 2001. above which he did not intend to allow any 
abatement of the treble duty, unleſs a declaration ſhould be made, 
purporting that the charge exceeded one tenth of the party's income, 
as he never intended to burden an income of 2001. and upwards, 
with more than one-tenth. As gentlemen, however, might not 
have clearly underſtood him, he would, for the ſake of perſpicuity, 
recapitulate the leading diviſions. An income, as he had before 
obſerved, under 60l. was to be exempted. 


Income. Share. Annual Sum. 
boy. ſhould pay a 20th, or a proportion of C. o 10 o 
0 - = b6o - - = SS 
100 — — 40 - - - I £6 6 
125 1 33 , 2 „„ 
150 — 0 - 5 
200 — 11 — — 0 


This abatement, he ſaid, he had made to prevent any accidental 
preſſure upon perſons whoſe condition might not be able to ſuſtain it, 
and he truſted the Committee would admit it to be as equal as ths 
criterion he had to go by would allow. 

Vor. IV. yo 


— 2 
— —- 
— 

— 


— 4 8 — — 
9 4 — 
p _ * f * : — © 


WV 
” 
-- of 
— 


— — — 
R +. 


5 FR a PO 
DES = * 3 4 
. —— — 3 » 
— - — * - „ — 
* 4 4. "1 _ N — — = - 
- F 


ws, I 


- — wn & NES "IDS 
Manna Ee ol aero 
Ehud earner 1: or Y CITIES | 
.. _> az — 
py — mn — - ww 9 


IO) 
2 


2 
a CY 
* E 3 
— 


3 

— Re 

r 
——ꝗ—ä—ỹͤ — 


32323 
— 


22 22 
"=o le a — < "_ 
— — — — — — —— 
— - 
22 e 


4 Eko ab. on Fe 2 3 
S 
— <7 A * 7 — Py 

2 


. 

— 
, es ye 7 
Y P'S * 
— . 


1 
by & 
19 
us 
þ 
1 
al 
Bi 
1 
| 
- 
N 
5 Y 
7 
i 
} 
iN 
# 
OF 


322 PARLIAMENTARY [ Commons, 


His next conſideration was, in what manner the modification 
was to be applied. He propoſed that it ſhould be applied as the 
caſe of the individual and circumſtances might require. In regard 
to what mode the abatement ſhould be made, and upon what proof, 
he knew of none better than that which he had before ſtated, a De- 
claration of the perſon's inability to pay, or of the undue proportion 
of the aſſeſſment to his income. This Declaration ſhould be con- 
firmed, if it were thought neceſſary, bv oath : and he ſhould wiſh 
to have it made before perſons reliding in the ſame parith with the 
perſon who makes the Declaration, who muſt in conſequence, be 
{uppoſed to be better acquainted with his local fituation and condi- 
tion, than others of inditierent appointment. In order to render 
the payment of the tax more ſecure, he ſhould wiſh to have the 
names of the perſons applying tor abatement, together with their 
declaration, and the amount of the relief which they ſhould apply 
for, made public. For, as he conceived the Committee would 
agree with him in the deſire not to have a greater burden impoſed 
upon any individual than he was able to bear, fo on the other hand, 
he conceived that every perſon applying for relief would be contented 
to declare what the amount of his income was. This was the 
extent of the propoſition which he thould afterwards ſubmit to the 
Committee upon that fyubject. On a ſormer day he had propoſed 
that no exemption ſhould be made in favour of thoſe perſons who 
had contributed to the Atjefizd Paxes in any conſiderable degree 
during the preſent vear, unlcts a change of circumſtances rendered 
ſuch an exemption nectffarv, and a declaration were made to that 
effect. He had ſince been induced to believe that ſuch an exemp- 
tion would neither be necetſary or adviſeable, and thercſore the only 
privilege he ſhould affix to perſons in that condition would be, 
leave fer them to make a declaration in the ordinary way. He 
next informed the Comimittee of his intention to propoſe, that it 
ſhould be enaQed, that in ſtating the inconie to the Commiſſioners, 
there ſhould not be a ſtatement on the oppoſite fide of the taxes 
among the other articles of expenditure, and his with to exclude the 
ſtatement of the taxes paid by the perſon applying for relief, was, 
becauſe there were many inſtances where other people paid a larger 
rate than the proportion of their income. Of this claſs were inn- 
keepers, who, on account of the extent of their buildings and the 
number of windows, paid five or ten times as much as other people 
of a ſimilar rank and ſtation. The ſame thing would apply to 
many other trades ; but as he wiſhed to avoid a complicate detail of 
the exemptions which ſhould be afforded to different people of this 
claſs of different incomes, he choſe rather to leave the whole of 
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theſe modifications and abatements to the decifion of the Commiſ- 
ſioners upon a declaration. In reſpeR to the appointment of the 
Commiſſioners, he wiſhed to have the inveſtigation aſſigned to them, 
who, from local ſituation, and other contingencies, might be ſup- 
poſed to be moſt familiar with the true ſtate of the perſon's condi- 
tion who came to make the declaration. For this reaſon he ſhould 
wiſh to have them appointed out of each pariſh, and to ſelect thoſe 
houſekeepers who already paid the largeſt proportion to the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes, and who, from their fituation and circumſtances, would not 
be likely to want relief themſelves. If more of theſe were nomi- 
nated than the neceſſary number, he ſhould with to have the ap- 
pointment aſſigned by lot, and appoint the ſub-divifion to another 
diſtrict. This included all the regulations which he ſhould at pre- 
ſent ſubmit to the Committee. He had other reſolutions to offer, 
which he ſhould rcſerve to a ſubſequent period, as they did not now 
apply. Where a favourable change of circumſtances had produced 
an increaſed rate of the aſſeſſed taxes in the preſent year, and ſuch 
changes did happen every year, it was his intention to propoſe a re- 
ſolution, that the additional Aſſeſſment ſhould fall on the increaſe, 
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and where caſes occurred of an inereaſcd income, he thould propoſe 


to treble the rate of the preſent aſſeſſment. 

He would now ſtate how far the different modifications and 
abatcments were likely to affect the general produce of the tax; and 
here he begged leave to remind the Committee, that he had eſti- 
mated the produce at 2,700,000]. only; though a treble increaſe 
of the preſent Aſſeſſed Taxes, ſuppoſing them to be of the amount 
which he had eſtimated, would be 8,161,000l. From the pre- 
ſent amount, the charge of collection was to be deducted, which 
amounted to 90,000l. The charge of collection, however, for 
the new Aſſeſſment would be ſmail in proportion, as the ſame per- 
ſons would be able to collect both. But yet they would have a 
claim to ſome remuneration for their trouble and exertion, though 
they could not expect to be paid for that increaſe of trouble at the 
ſame rate of poundage. As the preſent charge of collection 
amounted to little leſs than 100,000). the triple amount of that 
ſum, which would then only be in proportion to the aſſeſſment, 
would be 300, oool. but he would only take 2- zds of that amount 
for the charge of collection, namely, 200,0001 leaving the other 
loo, oool. to be applied to the other modifications. The general 
amount then, he truſted, would not be leſs than he had ſtated, that 
was, upwards of 8, ooo, oool. but gentlemen would recollect that it 
Was not poſſible to obtain any accurate account of what the abate- 
ments for the whole of the kingdom would amount to, as he had 
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been able to collect the accounts for 4-5ths only. Suppoſing, how. 
ever, that the remaining counties would form an average with thoſe 
which had already delivered their accounts, he believed the loſs 
would not be more than 900,000]. or 1 mill:n. The loſſes upon 
certain claſſes of the abatement certainly made the increaſed aſſeſſ- 
ment in particular inſtances fall far ſhort of a triple aſſeſſment; but 
as a rate of three and a halt and four times the value of the pre- 
ſent aſſeſſment would be raiſed from thoſe perſons who at preſent 
paid more than 5ol. a year, that would make the additional be- 
tween 4 and 500,000l. more in the general produce- than a triple 
aſſeſſment, and make the general average amount, as he had before 
ſaid, to litle leſs than 8,000,0001. Now it was to be obſerved, 
that where a perſon had not an income of 60l. a year, he could 
claim exemption ; and however his income might be limited up to 
a certain amount he received a diminution. But here it was to be 
recollected, that he could not make any accurate calculation, for the 
only ground of proceeding was the ſuppoſed actual income. If 
the calculation of income could be made with accuracy, the crite- 
rion of the preſent Aſſeſſed Taxcs would be unneceſſary, and the 
actual ſtate of income might have been taken in the firſt inſtance. 
What the abatements might be, therefore, was merely conjeQual ; 
but what was not conjectural, would be the relief which the plan 
would afford in certain cafes, in proportion to the income, and the 
modification which he had ſtated, appeared to obtain ſo effential a 
relief, that he ſhould propoſe a reſolution for it. As this abatement 
would only apply to thoſe who did not poſſeſs an income of 2001. 
a year, there would not be many, he conceived, who would claim 
it, for there were many perſons who reſided in the country, who 
paid but 61. or 7l. a year to the Aſſeſſed Taxes. What the amount 
of ſuch abatements might be, therefore, he did not know; but 28 
he had taken only 7 millions for the general amount, though the 
average of a triple aſſeſſment would be 8,000,000, he truſted there 
would ſtill be room left for his abatements. Againſt this expected 
reduction, much might be ſaid alſo upon a more rigid enforcement 
of the due collection of the tax. The preſent plan was not the 
firſt which led to the diſcovery of evaſion, but the inveſtigation 
made, in order to render the plan more accurate, had certainly con- 
firmed it. He was ſorry to ſay, that a moſt ſhameful evaſion did 
cxiſt, and gentlemen would ſee, in looking over the accounts upon 
the table, many perſons of the ſame claſs as themſelves who con- 
tributed in a very diſproportionate degree. He was reſolved, how- 
ever, if q oſſible, to put an end to this ſort of fraud; for as on the 
onc han | ne had diſcovered a conſiderable fraud in the returns of dif- 
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ferent counties of the number of horſes, ſo he had every reaſon to 
hope, that the returns of the other counties which were not yet 
made, would lead to others. He was afraid to mention the inſtances 
of evaſion he had detected, for the fake of the perſons and the places 
to which they belonged ; but he thought if the parties had any ſenſe 
of ſhame remaining, they ought to look with ſhame on their paſt 
conduct. Apprehenſive of the fear of puniſhment, ſome of them, 
perhaps, might hereafter come forward, and endeavour to atone for 
their fault, and therefore he thought ſome indulgence ſhould be 
given retroſpectively to thoſe who paid the amount of their arrears. 
A fine ſhould be impoſed upon the rett. He had nothing more to 
offer to the conſideration of the Committee, except one other modi- 
fication, which he would recommend to their attention. Where 
the taxes were increaſed by a large and numerous fawily, he thought 
there ſhould be ſome exemption. In what proportion that exemp- 
tion ought to be made he ſhould leave for a ſubſequent diſcuſſion. 
But where the family was large, and the childen unmarried, he 
thought the rate ſhould be taken one or two claties below the in- 
come, and where there was no family, the rate ought to be taken one 
or two claſſes above it. It was not necefiary for him to ſtate more 
at preſent. All he ſhould add, was ſome general obſervations on his 
plan. If it was right to make unuſual and vigorous exertions, it 
was a matter of neceſſity alſo, that thoſe exertions ſhould be confined 
within reaſonable bounds, The principal point of inquiry then was, 
what mode was beſt? That certainty which aſcertained the 
proportions of contribution as nearly as poſſible to the actual 
amount of property and income. Could there be a call then 
upon income more general, more effectual, or more comprehen- 
five than that which he had propoſed * Could there be a plan 
which embraced more neceſſary abatements, which allowed more 
juſt and neceſſary exemptions, which was founded on a more accu- 
rate criterion, or which regulated the proportions of wealth, circum- 
ſtance, and fituation, with more fair and equa! juſtice? Or could 
any plan be ſuggeſted which would be better than this applied to the 
fame criterion ? The demand was, to bc ſure, a great one; but the 
demand muſt be a great one, for there was no way of drawing 7 
millions out of the pockets of the ſubjects without making them 
ſenſible of the grievance. The queſtion was, ought we, or ought 
we not, to encounter great and extraordinary ditticulties for the de- 
fence of our country, the preſervation of our property, the ſafety of 
Pur families, the ſecurity of our freedom, and the innumerable other 
privileges which we enjoy ? Ovght, Or OUT we not, tO determine 
io make any voluntary ſacrifice, ratlier tan ſubmii ts the inſolent 
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dominion of an enemy who would exult in our deſtruction ? And 
ſhould we not conſent to the loſs of our preſent eaſe and the loſs of 
a part of our property, however large, to enjoy repoſe in future with 
the remains, the whole of which would be completely ſwallowed 
up, if we did not act with more vigour and exertion? If gentlemen 
were ſatisfied upon theſe points, he gave notice that he ſhould not 
liiten to points on general grounds, ſuch as that the preſent increaſed 
aſſeſſments were grievances. All taxes were grievances ; but a fa- 
crifice of part of the public property, was occaſionally obliged to be 
made for the preſervation of the whole, and for the ſecurity of thoſe 
who came after. Let gentlemen look carefully, diligently and man- 
fully about them; let them examine the dangers they had to avoid, 
the difficulties they had to encounter, the exertions neceſſary for 
the evaſion and conqueſt of ſuch calamines, and then let them in- 
quire whether any better remedy could be found than that which he 
had ſuggeſted. If they were aſſured of the approach of evil, which 
required a prompt and effectual reliſtance, and if they conceived the 
plan which he propoſed would be both prompt and effectual, then 
let them look with a firm determination to pertorm their duty equal 
to the novelty of the criſis, and the ſituation in which they ſtood, 

He did not think it neceſſary to add more, but ſhould move his 
reſolutions. 

Mr. HOBART then proceeded to read the firſt reſolution. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that though it was not perfectly 
regular, he ſhould propoſe to read all the reſolutions before the Com- 
mittee proceeded to the diſcuſſion of any of them. 

Mr. HOBART then read the reſolutions as follow : 

«© Thatitis the opinion of this Committce, that towards railing 
the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, every perſon aſſeſſed to any of 
the duties now pavable on male ſervants, on carriages, or on horſes, 
either ſeparately or together, with any other duties now placed under 
the management of the Commiſſioners for the affairs of taxes, ſhall 
be charged annually, during a term to be limited, with an additional 
rate or duty, in proportion to the amount of the duties (except the 
land- tax) to which ſuch perſon is aſſeſſed, according to the laſt yearly 
aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, made in purſuance of any act of Parlia- 
ment now in force, prior to the 5th day of April, 1798, and the 
proportion thercof ſhall be as follows, viz. 

„ Where the amount of the ſaid duties now payable ſhall 
not excced thirty pounds, a duty equal to three times the amount 
thereof. _ : 

Where the amount of the ſaid duties now payable ſhall ex- 
eced thirty, and {hail not exceed fifty pounds, a duty equal to three 
tines the aimnou, and one haf the amount thercof. 


"x Fo” #7 . Yan ' 


mf, — — — 84 


Dre. 4. | DEBATES. 329 


« And where the amount of the faid duties now payable 
ſhall exceed fifty pounds, a duty equal to four times the amount 
thereof, 

« And that where any perſon ſhall be ſo charged to any ſuch 
aſſeſſment, made for a leſs term than a year, the additional rate 
or duty ſhall be computed on the aggregate amount of the ſums 
contained in ſuch aſſeſſments, and of ſuch farther ſum to be 
added thereto, as would be payable thereon, if the ſame were made 
for 2 whole year. 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards raifing 
the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, every perſon aſſeſſed to any of 
the rates or duties now payable, and placed under the management 
of the Commiſſioners for the affairs of taxes, ſuch perſon not being 
alſeſſed to any of the duties on male ſervants, carriages, or horſes, 
ſhall be charged annually, during a term to be limited, with an addi- 
tional rate ur duty in proportion to the amount of the duties (except 
the land tax) to which tuch perſon is aſſeſſed, according to the laſt 
yearly aſſeſſment or aſſeſſments, made prior to the 5th day of April, 
1798, in purſuance of any act of Parliament now in force; and 
the proportion thereof ſhall be as follows, viz. 

« When the amount of the faid duties ſhall be under one 
pound, a duty equal to one half the amount thereof. / 

„Where the amount of the ſaid duties ſhall amount to one 
pound, and ſhall be under two pounds, a duty equal to the amount 
thereof, 

« Where the amount of the ſaid duties ſhall amount to two 
pounds, and ſhall be under three pounds, a duty equal to twice the 
amount thereof. 

% And when the amount of the ſaid duties ſhall amount to 
three pounds or upwards, a duty equal to three times the amount 
thereof. 

« And that where any perſon ſhall be fo charged by every ſuch 
aſſeſſment made for a leſs term than a year, the additional rate or 
duty ſhall be computed on the aggregate amount of the ſums con- 
tained in ſuck aſſeſſment, and of ſuch farther ſum to be added 
thereto as would become payable thereon, if the ſame were made 
for a whole year. | 

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that every perſon 
Charged to the additional rate or duty, to be impoſed towards raifing 
the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, ſhall, upon proving to the ſatis- 
faction of Commiſſioners to be appointed for that purpoſe, that the 
amount of his or her annual income, after deduQing the amount of 
the duties contained in the laſt aſſeſſment of the duties nuw payable, 
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is leſs than the ſum of 651. be exempted from the ſaid additional 
duty; and in all caſcs where ſuch annual income amounts to Gol. 
or more, ſuch perſon ſhall be intitled to ſuch an abatement of the 
additional duty to be granted, as may be neceſſary to reduce the 
ſame in each caſe reſpectively, in the proportion hereinafter ſtated ; 
that is to ſay, 

« Where the ſaid annual income ſhall appear to be not leſs than 


J. 


Go but under 65 to a ſum not exceeding 1-1 20 part of the ſame. 


65 70 I-95 
70 75 1-70 
75 80 165 
80 85 I-60 
8 90 155 
90 95 150 
95 1 oo | T-45 
100 105 I-40 
105 110 - 1-38 
110 115 1-36 
115 120 134 
120 125 132 
125 130 I-30 
130 135 1-28 
135 140 1-26 
140 145 124 
145 150 I-22 
150 155 I-20 
155 160 119 
160 165 I-18 
165 170 I-17 
170 175 116 
175 180 115 
180 185 114 
18 5 190 113 
190 195 112 
195 200 111 
200 — 110 a : 
« And where the faid annual income ſhall appear to be not 


leſs than 2001. every ſuch perſon ſhall be entitled to ſuch an abate- 
ment of the additional duty now granted as may be neceſſary to re- 
duce the ſame in each caſe reſpeQively to a ſum not exceeding 
one-tenth part of the ſaid income. 
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« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards 
raiſing the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, every perſon whoſe 
laſt aſſeſſment ſhall be increaſed by any ſurcharge to be allowed, 
(hall be charged, in reſpect of ſuch increaſed aſſeſſment, in the 
like proportion as if ſuch ſurcharge had formed a part of the original 
aſſeſſment. 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards raiſing 
the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, every perſon who ſhall by any 
aſſeſſment to be made after the 5th day of April, 1798, be aſſeſſed 
in reſpect of the duties now payable to a greater amount than the 
amount contained in the prior aſſeſſment, ſhall be charged with a 
farther additional rate or duty, in proportion to ſuch latter aſſeſſ- 
ment, from the commencement of the year in which ſuch latter 
aſſeſſment ſhall be made. 

„That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards raiſing 
the ſupply granted to His Majeſty, every perſon not aſſeſſed within 
the year ending on the 5th day of April, 1798, to any of the 
duties now payable, and who ſhall be aſſeſſed to any of the ſaid 


duties in any ſubſequent year, ſhall be charged with the like addi- 


tional rate or duty, on the amount of ſuch aſſeſſment, from the 
commencement of the year in which ſuch aſſeſſment ſhall be made, 
and ſubject to the like abatement as if ſuch perſon had been aſſeſſed 
to the ſaid duties within the year ending on the 5th day of April, 
1798.” 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY faid, that when the right ho- 
nourable gentleman brought forward his propoſition on a former 
night, he (Sir William) did not trouble the Committee, becauſe the 
right honourable gentleman had not propoſed any ſpecific reſolution 
to be agreed upon then, but had merely ſtated the general outline 
of his plan, and allowing time for its mature conſideration. He 
highly approved of the right honourable gentleman's conduct in this 
particular ; it was certainly right to give, not only the Members of 
that Houſe, but the public at large, time to conſider of the burdens 
which it was intended to propoſe. He knew the orders of that 
Houſe would not allow of petitivning againſt tax bills, but he could 
not approve of the principle upon which that Reſolution was 
founded. It was founded upon an unjuſt ſuppoſition, that the 
People were averſe from paying taxes. Formerly, when the ſyſtem 
of raiſing money was ſo totally different from what it is now, and 
before the ſyſtem of borrowing had been introduced, by which 
money was got ſo cheaply, at leaſt at the preſent, the People were 
certainly averſe to taxation ; but ſince the mode of taxation by 
loans had been intraduced, he was convinced that the People were 

Vor. IV. . 
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more indifferent upon the ſubject. Whenever the People enter. 
tained an opinion that they were well governed, they would, he was 
ſure, pay their taxes without relutance. Upon this principle, he 
thought there ſhould alwaxs be time given to them to conſider of the 
burdens which were to be impoicd upon them ; and it muſt gi ve the 
Pablic great ſatisfaction to find that they were not to be taken ſhort 
upon a ſubject which fo intimately concerned them, but that the 
Government placed confidence enough in them to conſult them upon 
ſo important a ſubject. 

With reſpect to this plan of taxation, he approved of it very 
much ; he thought the ſyſtem of raiſing the ſupplics of the vear 
within the year, was extremely proper, and therefore he ſhould ſup. 
port the right honourable gentleman's propoſition, as far as it wett. 
This was not a new opinion of his, he had cxpreſſed it upon 
a former occaſion ; and he was not diſpoſed at preſent in any de- 
gree to alter the opinion he formerly entertained. He therefore 
thought the Chancellor of the Exchequer entitled not only to the 
ſupport, but to the approbation of tlie Houſe, not only for the gene- 
ral plan, but for the modification he had ſuggeſted. There could be 
no doubt but that the burden ought to be impoſed upon thoſe why 
were the beſt able to bear it. But he was afraid, that notwirk- 
ſtanding every modification that could be ſuggeſted, there would be 

vl conſiderable inequality in the operation of this tax. There was 
no doubt but ſome men of large property ſpend leſs than men pol- 
ſeſſed of much inferior fortunes, and conſequently would pay leſs to 
this tax. But ſtill, where a burden was extended over a great 
country, as it would be by this tax, its operation would not be ſo 
ſeverely felt as in many other caſes. In many of the taxes, the 
burden fell only upon the honeſt part of the community, for the 
ſmuggler and contraband dealer paid nothing. But though ſome 
inconveniencies might reſult from this plan, ſtill he did not from 
thence mean to argue that the plan ought to be rejected, becauſc 
many alterations and amendments might be made in the various 
ſtages of the bill; but that was a ſubject for future diſcuffion. 

He was indined to carry this principle of providing the whole 
of the ſupply, farther than the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
done; and he was ſure that the burden would be leſs felt by the 
community at large, if the plan had been formed upon a larger 
ſcale. He did not expect to find many gentlemen who would go 
to the whole extent of his ideas upon this ſubject, but he thought it 
his duty to ſtate them, for the conſideration of the Houſe. The 
great difficulty that would ariſe from carrying the preſent plan into 
execution, would be, that many perſons now lived up to the full 
I 
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extent of their incomes ; and if that was the caſe, how were they to 
find the money to pay an additional tax, to fo large an amount? The 
law required, and very properly, that the King's taxes ſhould be paid 
firſt; but if a man had no money, what was he to do? Could he 


| borrow any money? Certainly not —and for a very obvious reaſon ; 


Government gave ſuch exorbitant intereſt, that an individual could 
not poſſibly expe any body to lend him money at 5 per cent. So 
that after all the modifications that had been propoſed, and le 
admitted that great care had been taken to ſuggeſt every poſ- 
ſible modification, yet the diſtreſs ariſing from this meaſure, in its 
preſent extent, might be very ſerious indeed. Suppoſe, inſtead of 
railing a ſum of ſeven millions in the manner now propoſed, the 
right honourable gentleman had propoſed to raiſe the ſum of nine- 
teen million, or even twenty-one millions in the year, he (Sir Wil- 
liam) was convinced that it would be felt lighter by the Country 
than railing the ſeven millions. In the firſt place, if the whole ſum 
had been raiſed within the year, Government would not have had 
occaſion to borrow any money; and if they did not borrow, then 
individuals might, | 

A man who wanted money, might borrow it at 5 per cent. ; but 
in the preſent caſe, as Government were going to have a loan, no- 
body would lend his money to an individual for 5 per cent. when he 
could get ſo much more by lending it to Government, He was aware 
that this idea of his raiſing the ſum of twenty-one millions in the 
vear might appear rather extravagant; but he had conſidered it 
minutelv, and was convinced of its practieabilitv. There were 
many propoſitions which, at firſt fight, appeared objectionable, and 
were impoſſible, which, upon more mature conſideration, would 
turn out to the extremely beneficial. He had revolved this ſubject 
very much in his mind, and was convinced that this Country would 
derive great benefit from its 2doption ; but in the extent that it was 
now propoſed, he did not think it would be ſo advantageous. 

The right honourable gentleman had ſtated, that there was to be 
a loan of twelve millions; every body knew what large intereſt 
Government mult, in the preſent ſtate of the Funds, give for 
money; then how could a private perſon borrow any money, who 
was not allowed by law to give more than 5 per cent.? It was 


very well known, that the conſequence of People getting ſuch large 


intereſt in the Public Funds was, that the Country was in a manner 

drained of money — If the plan was adopted, in the extent he pro- 

poſed, this , inconvenience would be avoided ; and as the Public 

would have no occaſion to borrow, then a private perſon might be 

able to get it. It appeared to him to be a great and noble plan, and 
Uu 2 | 
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one that would enable the country to carry on the war for many 
years to come. The ſaving that would be made by the adoption 
of his plan was obvious ; for Government now paid 8 per cent, 
for money, and that expence, of courſe, fell upon the Public at 
large; but in the way he propoſed, inftead of 8, the Public would 
only have 5 per cent. to pay. The right honourable gentleman had 
certainly gone very far in propoſing it to the extent he had done ; 
he was entitled to great merit for the manly manner in which he 
had come forward. This certainly was a mode of raiſing money 
which could not have been practiſed when the funding ſyſtem fir 
began ; but the ſituation of the Country was materially altered fince 
that period; and he was ſure it might be now adopted, not only 
without hardſhip, but with eaſe to the Public, even to the extent 
of the whole ſum neceſſary for the ſupplies of the year: He was 
even convinced, that it could not only be done this vear, but for 
ſome vears to come, This was a new idea, and certainly might, at 
firſt view, appear rather objeRionable ; but he was convinced that 
it might eaſily be carried into effect. He was perfectly willing to draw 


out his plan in detail, and would give both his time and attendance 


in order to bring it to perfection, without requiring any reward for 
his trouble, except the pleaſure he ſhould derive from the conſeiouſ- 
neſs of ſerving his Country. But there were ſome other points 
which would naturally occur to thoſe who conſidered this ſubject. 
It would be aſked, and with propriety, what ſecurity the Public 
had, that, after advancing ſo large a ſum of money, it would be 
better diſpoſed than that which they had already given? The right 
honourable gentleman had ſtated, on a former night, that great re- 
ductions had been made in the expenditure of the Country, with- 
out making diminution in its force. The right honourable gentle- 
man had eſtimated this ſaving at no leſs a ſum than (ix millions. 
- Would not the People very naturally aſk, why theſe fix millions 
had not been ſaved before, if it could have been done without re- 
ducing the force of the Country too much? For his part, he was 
perfectly convinced that we ſhould not have a man leſs employed. 
This proved, that the Public gave their money too readily, and too 
liberally. 

He was aware, that at this juncture the People of England muſt 
come forward with energy ; but he was convinced we could not 
eruſh the enemy by carrying on a defenſive war, and therefore be 
was for more deciſive meaſures. The tone which the enemy had 
taken up lately, was enough to animate every man. He ſhould nct 
conſider the queſtion now as a queſtion of the conqueſt of an iſland 
or a fort: for the language the enemy had uſed to us was ſuch as to 
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make every man who had the feelings of a man, willing to riſſe 
his all to continue the conteſt. Theſe were his opinions; but he 
did not approve of the idea of a defenſive war, becauſe he did not 
think it could be carried on longer with advantage to this Country. 
He was willing to believe, that the finances of the enemy were 
much more deranged than ours were ; but then they did not mind 
breaking their faith, and public credit they knew nothing about ; 
but it was impoſſible for this Country to do as they did ; we paid 
every body, and religiouſly kept our faith ; and therefore he was of 
opinion that we could not bring them to reaſon by the mere opera- 
tion of a defenſive war. Who were our allies? We had Por- 
tugal ; but ſhe was an ally whom we muſt defend at an enormous 
expence. But had we an ally upon the Continent? Had not the 
French increaſed their dominions to a moſt enormous extent? 
There could be no doubt how theſe queſtions muſt be anſwered: 
then it would naturally be aſked, if we had taken due pains to 
awaken the other powers on the Continent to a due fenſe of their 
intereſt, and to ſecure their alliance? In the rign of Louis XIV. 
the Duke of Marlborough was able to form and to keep up a power- 
ful alliance to check the ambitious projets of that Prince, and 
ſurely no body could ſay that Europe was in fo perilous a ſituation 
tnen as at preſent. 

What was the reaſon that, at ſuch a criſis as the preſent, we had 
not been able to preſerve one ally? Our enemies, indeed, talked 
of the dominecring ſpirit of the enemy, and accuſed us of enriching 
ourſelves at the expence of the reſt of Europe ; but theſe were 
charges for which there was no foundation, He knew Engliſhmen 
when abroad were apt to aſſume a high tone, and to behave with 
ſome degree of pride; but then foreigners knew them to be an 
honeſt, open-hearted, generous people, and always thought well of 
them. But as to the lofty and imperious tone aſſumed by people 
in office to Foreign Powers, he thought very differently about it, 
and was not ſurprized at Foreign Powers being offended at it. As 
to what the Directory had ſaid of our enriching ourſelves at the ex- 
pence of other nations, it was perfectly abſurd. It was well known 
that the only means we had of enriching ourſelves, was by ſelling 
them our commodities at a cheaper rate than they could get them 
elſewhere. It was therefore perfe& nonſenſe to charge us with 
unfairly enriching ourſelves at their expence. There mult be ſome 
cauſe why we could not retain our allies, as well now, when they 
had ſo much more intereſt in remaining faithful to us, as we did 
during the reign of Louis XIV. Theſe were points which would 
very naturally, and very properly occur to the public, when they 
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were called upon to pay large ſums of money. But if we perfittes 
in this plan of a defenſive war, might it not be inquired — What 
the enemy were likely to do, in the mean time, with Hamburgh and 
with Switzerland, to whom their conduct was very ſufpicivus 
Why were we not endeavouring, at this moment to ſtir up the 
Powers of the Continent to ſupport a cauſe in which they were in. 
finitely more intereſted than we were? With reſpec, however, to 
the plan before the Committee, it had his approbation ; the only 
fault he found with it was, that it did not go far enough. If it 
were carried to a greater extent, he was ſure it would not only he 
more productive, but its operation would be leſs ſeverely felt by 
the public ; and, beſides, it would have a tendency to promote the 
agriculture and the trade of the country. In the extent in which it 
was now propoſed, notwithſtanding every modification thar could be 
deviſed, it would fall upon the lower orders of the people; for ſup- 
poſe a man choſe to give up his coach, would not that ultimately fall 
upon the coach-maker, and the perſons employed by him? Moſ 
undoubtedly it would. He thought it right to throw out theſe cb- 
ſervations for the conſideration of the Houſe, and he truſted gentle- 
men would attend anxiouſly to the ſubje& during all the ſtages of 
the bill. There was one other obſervation that occurred to him, 
which was, that there were ſome landlords who let their houſes upon 
the condition of paying the Aﬀeſled T axes themſelves. He ſuppoſed 
this tax could not be intended to operate upon them, becauſe it was 
intended to attach only upon expenditure. Upon all the grounds 
which he had ſtated, he ſhould ſupport this meaſure, though he 
ſhould have done it with greater plcaſure if it had been earried to 
a greater extent. 

Earl TEMPLE roſe to give his entire aſſent to the mcaſure now 
propoſed. He thought it was one highly deſerving of the approba- 
tion of the Houſe. He was the more pleaſed with it and the man- 
ner in which it was introduced, becauſe Government had now aſ- 
ſumed that tone of confidence which he thought became them, and 
which he was fincerely ſorry they had not aſſumed ſooner. At the 
fame time he could not but lament that this plan was not more ge- 
neral and more extenſive. He was pertectly aware of the riſque he 
had at ſtake in the preſent conteſt, and felt, as he hoped every man 
in the Houſe and every man in the Country felt, willing to give up 
a part to preſerve the remainder, He was ſorry to obſerve that 
there were many Capitaliſts in this Country who by no means con- 
triduted their fair proportion to the public exigeneies, and he was 
afraid that this tax would fall moſt heavily upon perſons of two, 
three, and four hundred pounds a year, who lived in the country, 
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and who were certainly a moſt uſeful and moſt reſpectable body of 
men. He ſhould have been extremely happy if the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer could have ſuggeſted a plan that would have avoided 
theſ2 ditteulties ; but at preſent he ſhould give his vote in ſavour of 
the reſolutions now propofed. | 

vir ROBERT MACKRETH difapproved of the plan, and 
ſubmitted to the Committee a new one which he wiſhed to be ſub- 
{ituted ig its place. York and Middleſex were the only counties 
in which property was regiſtered, this regulation ſhould be extended 
to all the other counties; it was well known that all the lands in 
the kingdom were mortgaged for two-thirds of their value. In the 
fogle inſtance of the firſt Lord Mansneld, it was a well authenti- 
cated fact, that he had not lets than tour or five hundred thouſand 
rounds ſeeured by morigage ; he would therefore propoſe a tax on 
mortgages as one that was highly equitable, and mult prove very 
productive; an equal Land Tax ſhould be adopted, and he would 
aboliſh all others. The foreſts and mortmain lands ſhould be ſold, 
and the produce thrown into the Sinking Fund, for the purpoſe of 
diſcharging the national debt. This plan, he contended, would 
celtroy the corrupt influence of the Crown, and was one which the 
preſent ſtate of the country abſolutely required. 

Mr. NICHOLLS, from what had been ſaid by His Majeſty's 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, felt himſelf called upon to object to 
the meaſure. It did not appear to him, nor did he think it either 
juſt, neceſſary or expedient. If it was to be conſidered as a tax 
upon luxury, it was not juſt, becauſe it was not optional ; in all 
fuch caſes Government ſays, © if you chooſe the luxury, you muſt 
pay for it;“ the indiyidiiaꝶ ſhould be left to choice, but here the 
power of choice was excluded, the tax was therefore unjuſt, becauſe 
it was retroſpective. If it be confidered a tax upon expenditure, it 
was alſo unjuſt, becauſe expenditure was not proportional to pro- 
perty. The right honourable gentleman calculated that a man 
who paid thirty pounds, was a man of one thouſand a year ; now the 
largeſt ſum paid is to be four hundred, and of this there were only 
two inſtances ; according to this rule, then, there would be only 
two perſons who ſpent thirteen thouſand a year, and ſurely it would 
not be contended that there were not many more in this country of 
much more conſiderable fortune; but the right honourable gentleman 
has ſaid, that it would be expedient to lighten our Unfunded Debt, 
and to raiſe the Supplies within the year. This declaration comes 
with a bad grace from a gentleman who had, during his adminiſ- 
tration, increaſed our national debt one half, by an addition of not 
leſs than 185,000,0001. The tax was not expedient ; it could 
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not be expedient to cruſh the middle orders of the people ; he pro. 
feſſed his intention to ſpare the lower orders, but the fact is other. 

wiſc, all are equally oppreſſed, but with this difference in the Ope- 
ration, the higher orders of the middle claſs are cruſhed direQly, 

and the lower  indireQtly. Take the caſe of a coach-maker, which 
had been already mentioned; at preſent the artizans in that branc} 
of buſineſs were not employed three days in the week, that is, they 
come late to work, and left off early, which upon an average did 
not amount to more than half employment; but if the preſent tar 
be adopted, they will have no employment at all; they will be in 
the ſame ſituation with the watch- makers, with the unfortunate ar 

tizans in that trade; it could not be expedient to cruſh them; ; they 
mult become beggars, and be obliged to fly to another country, to 
America for refuge. But take it in another light : he was reproached 
the other night for ſaying, that in borrowing, Government had ac. 
quired a molt cruel manapaly. In this aftertion, he was now ſup- 
ported by the honourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) who pre. 
ceded him; he therefore continued of the fame opinion. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on that occaſion, boaſted that money 
was drawn from the country, to be lodged in the public funds, 

That was, in his mind, a very great calamity. Productive pro. 

perty was diverted from the country into the public funds; it var 
drawn from ſhopkeepers and manufacturers, tempted by the great 
intereſt it would there produce. The country was conſequently 
diſtreſſed for money; this gentlemen would be ſenſible of, from the 
difficulty which would attend the collection of their rents. The man, 
who beſides more than fix per cent. intereſt, had alſo the proſpect f 
an increaſe of capital, who expected for his 401. to make 55, by 
a riſe in the funds at the end of the war, would not be likely to 
lend it in the country. In other countries, Mounts of Prety were 
eſtabliſhed to aid and aſſiſt the people; here it was the very reverſe; 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer chuſes a totally different courſe ; for 
his part, he did not think it either juſt or wiſe; he could not eon- 
ceive it to be the duty of the Committee to conſent to a tax that may 
eruſn and deſtroy the Commons of England. Though the Miniſter 
affected to ſpare the lower orders, it was plain that they were indi- 
rectly ſubject to the operation of the tax, and muſt ſhare the ſame 
fate as the higher orders. Farther, the tax was neither juſt nor ne- 
ceſſary; it was not neceſſary, becauſe the war was not neceſſary. 
A laugh.) © Sir,” ſaid Mr. Nicholls, “ I ſtand here as one of 
the repreſentatives of the people. If I am not allowed to aſſign 
my reaſone here, I muſt ſubmit to power; but I muſt find ſome 
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other means to declare it to my conſtituents.” I now announce it, 
and I will ſtate my opinion.” 

Mr. Nicholls then ſaid, he did not believe fincere meaſures had 
been purſued for the attainment of peace: until Miniſters diſ- 
avowed the opinions they had exprefſed at the beginning of the 
war, he never would believe them ſincere in their endeavours for its 
diſcontinuance. His reafon was this : ſome of them coincided in 
opinion with the late Mr. Edmund Burke; and his opinion was, 
that the repreſentative Government of France ſhould be annihi- 
lated ; for if not, French principles might be propagated here, and 
the Commons might aſſume a power they did not poſſeſs before. 
Now, what was the ſyſtem the Commons of England might wiſh 
to overturn? Here Mr. Nicholls read the following extract from 
the 71ſt page of Mr. Burke's charges againſt Mr. Fox, article 
42d, viz. 

« This charge, the party of Mr. Fox maintained, article by ar- 
« ticle, beginning with the firſt ; namely, the interference of Peers 
te at elections, and their nominating in effect ſeveral of the Mem- 
* bers of the Houſe of Commons. In the printed Lift of Griev- 
e ances which they made out on the occaſion, and in ſupport of their 
charge, is found the Borough for which, under Lord Fitzwilliam's 
influence, I now fit. By this remonſtrance and its object, they 
* hope to defeat the operation of property in elections, and in 
« reality to diſſolve the connection and communication of intereſts 
« which makes the Houſes of Parliament a mutual ſupport to each 
* other. Mr. Fox and the Friends of the People are not ſo, igno- 
rant as not to know, that Peers do not interferg in elections as 
Peers, but as men of property They well know that the; Houſe 
of Lords is by itſelf the feebleſt part of the Conflitution,; they 
* know that the Houſe of Lords is ſupported only. by its connec- 
e tions with the Crown and with the Houſe of Commons; and that 
« without this double connection, the Lords could not exiſt a, fingle 
year, They know, that all theſe, parts of our; Conſtitution, 
. * whilſt, they are balanced as oppoling intereſts, are alſo connected 
7.8 friends ; . otherwiſe nothing hut confuſion could be the reſult 

« of, a complex Conſtitution. It is natural, therefore, that they 
. who wiſh the common deftruRtiun of the whale, and of all its 
parts, ſhould. contend for their total | ſepatatzon. But as the 
Houſe of Commons i is that link which conneQs both the other 
parts of. the Conſtitution (che Crown and the Lords) with the 
i maſs of the People, it is to that Unk (as it is natural enough) that 
their inceſſant attacks are directed. That artificial repreſenta- 
tion of the People being once diſeredited and overturned, all goes 
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© to pieces, and nothing but a plain French Democracy or arbitrary 
« Monarchy can poſſibly exiſt.” 


In this article Mr. Nicholls ſaid, Mr. Burke clearly admitted, 
that in the month of September 1793, he (Mr. Burke) ſat in this 


Houſe under nomination of Earl Fitzwilliam ; and from that ſame 


petition and article it farther appeared, that more than one hundred 
and fifty Members owed their ſeats to the nomination of Peers. 


The fact was ſo; the charge was made, and not being contradicted, 


it muſt now be taken as true. Mr. Nicholls then went on to ſtate, 
that Lords interfered in eleQions as owners of property, though it 
was declared an high breach of the privileges of this Houſe for a 


Peer to interfere at elections. 

Earl TEMPLE called the honourable gentleman to order ; he 
could not ſee what the intercſt of Lord Fitzwilliam had to do with 
the queſtion of ſupplics, then the ſubject of diſcuſſion. | 

Mr. NICHOLLS inſiſted he was perfectly in order; he was 
Rating his reaſons againſt the tax. The war was not neceſſary ; no 
endeavours had been ſincerely uſed to attain peace. The Minifter 
was well aware of the conſequence of peace, the loſs af his uſurped 
power. If he was not allowed, he muſt ſubmit to power, but 


otherwiſe he would proceed without being deterred by inſults—he 


would now return to his argument. Conſidering, then, their opi- 
nions and their wiſhes, Minſters were not ſincere ; and if they 
never were ſincere, they never can be ſincere. Thoſe Peers who 
had uſurped the power of election from the commonalty, were not 
prepared to Oy their uſurped power ; he believed it on 
his ſoul. 
Mr. DENT called Mr. Nicholls to order; it was irregular to 
interfere with the other Houſe. | | 
Mr. TIERNEY ſupported Mr. Nicholls. He faid the honour- 
able gentleman was defending the ſtanding order of that Houſe, 


. forbidding Peers to interfere in elections, and believed in his foul 
that his conduct deſerved the thanks of an Engliſh Houſe of 


Commons. 


Mr. NICHOLLS faid he was called to order unjuſtly ; he 


never ſaid any thing againft the Houſe of Peers, but only againſt 


individuals; he ſpoke againſt Peers interfering in elections, and 
ever would—he would take the inſtance of Lord Fitzwilliam. 
Did not Edmund Burke fit in that Houſe nominated by Lord 
Fitzwilliam? He would put it to the Chancellor of the Ex- 


. chequer, and he would aſk if that was not a violation of the Con- 
ſtitution. 


Sir WILLIAM YOUNGE had been fourtcen years in that 
2 
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Houſe, during which time he had ſtudied its Conſtitution. To in- 


troduee the name of a noble Peer on the evidence of a printed book, 


as if it were legal evidence, and then to ſtate him on the autho- 
rity of ſuch an authenticated document as guilty of a breach of 
the privileges of that Houſe, appeared to him to be entirely out of 


order. 
Mr. NICHOLLS believed himſelf perfefily in order. He put 


the queſtion, 'if the Law of the Land was not violated ?—[It was 


the authority of Edmund Burke. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe to order. He condemned himſelf 
for having preſerved ſo long a ſilence upon what he conceived to be 
one of the groſſeſt violations of order. The queſtion before the 
Committee was not whether an attack ſhould be made upon a Peer 
for an alledged breach of privilege, but whether a debate upon the 
mode of raifing the Tupply for the ſervice of the year was the proper 
time for bringing forward ſuch a ſubject as that upon which the 
learned gentleman had at ſuch length dilated. Becauſe Mr. Burke 
had ſtated a fact upon the repreſentation, did that learned Member 
mean to found an argument upon it, that the continuance of the 
preſent war not neceſſary? For his own part, he had waited 
for him to come round from ſuch digreſſioi. to the ſubject before 
the Committee, to which he defied him to ſay that a. diſeuſſion 
about boroughs, or a printed book, could have the {malleſt re- 
ference. 

Mr. NICHOLLS, in continuation, perſiſed i in delivering it as 
his opinion, that the continuance of the war was not neceſſary, be- 
cauſe His Majefty's Miniſters had evinced no fincere defire, nor 
made any fincere endeavours for the attainment of peace. In the 
courſe of what he had been offering to the Committee, he had at- 
tempted to ſhew, from the opinions of thoſe Miniſters, that they 
never could be ſincere ; he therefore conceived himſelf to be per- 
feclly in order. He gave his vote moſt decidedly againſt the tax. 
He did not think it neceſſary. He did not think the war neceſſary. 
Remove thoſe great proprietors of boroughs, and peace may be 
obtained. Such is my opinion, and that opinion I will deliver, 
notwithſtanding all the obloquy and inſults to which 1 may be ſub- 
jected. Diſmiſs the preſent Miniſters, and the war then may be 
terminated, There are known to be Peers confederated in ſenti- 
ments with Mr. Burke. They are the proprietors of boroughs, 
which they will not abandon, unleſs they are forced to do ſo by the 
Commons of England. Sir, the very ſpirit of the tax is unjuſt. 
If tie continuance of the war is ſo indiſpenſable, let the Miniſter 
come forward with a tax upon landed property ; that is the fair and 
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manly way. I ſpeak from no motives of intereſt. Such a tax 
would fall heavier upon me, becauſe the greater part of my property 
is in land; but I would rather pay the full amount of four ſhil- 
lings in the pound than conſent to ſuch a tax as this; becauſe it 
muſt cruſh the middle and lower ranks of the People. Sir, I have 
diſcharged what I conceived to be my duty. If I have not dif. 
charged it ſo well as I might have done, gentlemen will at. 
tribute it to the frequent interruptions I met with during the 
courſe of thoſe obſervations which I have ſubmitted to the Com- 
mittee.” 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR could not but obſerve, {what 
he believed muſt have been obſerved by almoſt every gentleman in 
the Houſe) that the honourable Member who ſpoke laſt had com- 
pletely failed in making good either of his aſſertions, namely, that 
he had been perfectly in order throughout the whole of his ſpeech, 
and that the train of arguments he had endeavoured to introduce, | 
were properly connected with the ſubject under diſcuſſion. Indeed, 
the ſpeech of the honourable gentleman has ſo widely branched out 
into ſuch a variety of irrelevant and extraneous matter, that it would 
be wholly to no purpoſe either for him or for the Houſe to follow. 
the honourable Member through all his diſcuſſions. He would, 
therefore, content himſelf with a few ſhort remarks on what ſeemed 
in any ſhape to touch upon the queſtion ; for almoſt the whole of 
his obſervations were entirely out of the ſcope and view of the bu- 
ſineſs before the Committee. Among many other aſſertions, he 
declared it to be his avowed and fincere opinion, that the war, nei- 
ther in its beginning, nor in its intended continuance, was neceſſary ; 
but, however extravagant ſuch an aſſertion might appear at any time, 
it muſt undoubtedly appear peculiarly ſo at the preſent moment, and 
under the preſent circumſtances ; but ſhould the honourable gentle- 
man ſucceed in making out that point, ſure he was, that both the 
Houſe and the Public muſt feel themſclves highly indebted to his 
exertions. But to what was it that he attributed the continuation 
of the war? Was it not to the infincerity of His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters in their endeavours at a pacification* If they had been ſincere 
in theſe their pretended pacific attempts, the honourable gentleman 
contends that the reſtoration of peace muſt have been the conſe- 
quence ; for, whenever in ſuch caſes people are ſincere, they can 
never fail of accompliſhing the wiſhed-for object. But ſurely, the 
honourable gentleman muſt have been not a little off his guard in 
hazarding this obſervation, as it muſt bear equally hard on the can- 
dour of the French Directory, whoſe conduct on all occaſions ſome 
gentlemen were ſo anxious to defend. For had the French Di- 
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reQory been ſincere in their wiſhes for peace, (as doubtleſs the ho- 
nourable gentleman thinks they were), then peace would neceſſarily 
have been obtained. The honourable gentleman next directs his 
attack againſt thoſe who had at the beginning of the French Revo- 
lution expreſſed their diſapprobation of the principles upon which 


it was grounded, and of the objects which it had evidently in con- 


templation, and he now called on thoſe who held theſe opinions, 
and very pointedly on himſelf (Mr. Windham) to renounce. thoſe 
opinions as obſtacles to the reſtoration of peace. And at what mo- 
ment was it that he wiſhed them to renounce their opinions? Was 
it not at the very moment when thoſe opinions were founded on 
ſtronger reaſon than ever; when they were ſupported by a long 
train of facts, and confirmed by every day's experience? Was it 
not at a moment when the French ſyſtem was working the ruin of 
their own country, and all the other countrics that permitted them- 
ſelves to be dazzled by its falſe allurements and deceived by the 
high ſounding words of Liberty, Equality, &c. &e. Was it not 
at the very time when it glaringly appeared to be the favourite object 
of that inſidious and deſtructive ſyſtem to graſp at general aggran- 
dizement and univerſal empire ? Was it not at a moment when they 
breathed againſt us a ſpirit of peculiarly envenomed hoſtility, and 
when they openly and unreſervedly declared, that the exiſtence of 
our Government was wholly incompatible with the exiſtence and 
predominancy of the French Republic? Their conduct, indeed, 
from the commencement, has uniformly ſpoken that language ; it 
ſpoke it in terms by no means ambiguous, or that could leave a 
ſhadow of doubt as to the ſcope of their deſigns. But not content 
with expreſſing and manifeſting them by their conduct, they have 
now, to the ſhame and confuſion of thoſe who have all along 
ſtooped to be their advocates, they have now broadly and openly 
declared their ſentiments in a late Proclamation, the tendency of 


which it is not difficult to underſtand. The doubts, therefore, 
which ſome gentlemen continue to entertain of ſuch being the ſenti- 


ments and deſigns of the French Rulers, muſt now, he preſumed, 
be relinquiſhed and eaſt away. Such, however, was the light in 
which he had always viewed them ; his opinions were at firſt 
grounded on conjecture, and on the unambiguous tendency of the 
French proceedings, but they were now fully confirmed by their 
acknowledgement, and by a complete knowledge of the fact. Our 
ruin as a nation, and the deſtruction of our Conſtitution, from which 
principally were derived all our national advantages, was the main 
object to which they now directed the whole of their exertions ; it 
Was the laſt great labour which remained for their valour and am- 
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bition to achieve. After taking this view of the avowed deſigns 
and efforts of the enemy, deſigns and efforts which their own lan. 
guage ſo unequivocally declare, how could he be precipitate in his 
endeavours at peace ; how could he think of relaxing our efforts to 
obviate, counterat and fruſtrate the hoſtile attempts which their 
rancorous animoſity was aiming at our deſtruction? How could 
he but deprecate the return of peace, if Parliamentary Reform was 
to be its immediate conſequence, and that too a Parliamentary Re- 
form to be endeavoured at and effected on the principles avowed by 
the honourable gentleman, who took the preſent occaſion to call on 
Members of that Houſe, and particularly on him, (Mr. Windham), 
to renounce opinions which were firſt founded on cool and delibe- 
rate reflexion, and which now ſtood fully confirmed by facts and 
experience? But on theſe topics he was not diſpoſed any longer 
to dwell. He would now come to what the honourable gentle- 
man ſeemed to regard as the great queſtion ; namely, that he, and 
thoſe who thought with him concerning the inevitable effects of the 
French Revolution, were ſtill ſtaunch in the aſſertion of thoſe opi- 
nions, and that this perſeverance on their part muſt be an invincible 
obſtacle to the attainment of peace. Theſe ſentiments he for one 
would not renounce, however he might here again have his ears 
ſtunned with the Rights of Man, with the loud ſounding names of 
Liberty, Equality, &c. &c. and all thoſe hackneyed phraſes that 
were now exploded, and their ſubſtance at leaſt extinguiſhed even 
where they firſt took birth, and of which, when he truſted that we 
ſhould now hear no more in this Houſe, ſaw the enemy eager and 
determined to attack us with every ſpecics of hoſtility which it was 
in the power of their bittereſt enmity to exert ; when he ſaw them 
determined to annoy us by every ſpecies of hoſtility, heightened and 
enflamed by their jealouſy at our wealth, our proſperity, the flouriſn- 
ing ſtate of our commerce, the rank we hold in the political world, 
and the real liberty we enjoy, muſt not the ſupport they have here- 
tofore received from ſome gentlemen in this Houſe, now become a 
ſtanding diſgrace? Muſt not all ſides now agree that the enemy 
is reſolved to bear down on us with all the activity and rancour 
both of rivals and of encmies ? When he viewed all this, it ſurely 
was impoſſible for him to diſclaim his firſt opinions, whatever the 
honourable gentleman or others might think of ſuch perſeverance. 
For would. not the peace which was ſo anxiouſly looked for, be re- 
plete with danger to the country; and did not the honourable gen- 
tleman give ſtill farther proof of this danger by telling us that this 

peace would be followed up'by a Parliamentary Reform, or in other 
' words, with a Revolution? Mr. Windham was proceeding to 
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ſhew the impolicy and Sanger of making peace with France, whey 
he was interrupted by 

Mr. WILEERFORCE, who called him to order on the crowd 
that he was deviating into extraneous maiter as much as the ho- 
nourable gentleman who had preceded him. 

Mr. WIND HAN contended that he was ſtrictly in order, and 
that he was only following the arguments of the honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Nicholls). He then would aſk, what had our ſincerit 
to do either with retarding or accelerating this great object of peace 
Was it not the nature of the terms propoſed, that muſt decide that 
point, and not the nature of our ſentiments? If the terms were 
deemed ſuitable, would not peace have followed, whether the Direc- 
tory thought us ſincere or not? Why did they not carry on the ne- 
:otiation to a point that might prove this ſincerity.! He could ſee 
no connection between our fincerity and the attainment of peace, 
nor could the honourable gentleman prove that there exiſted any. 
He muſt alſo beg leave to touch on the notion, that the enemy would 
make no peace with the preſent Miniſters. What did the honour- 
able gentleman mean? Does he wiſh us to chooſe Miniſters re- 
commended by the enemy ? this would be an odd recommendation. 
Mr. Windham took up the queſtion in a moral point'of view, and 
aſked, if we were to ſet at nought all the principles of religion, mo- 
rality, of prudence, and of policy, that had hitherto been a bond of 
union between all. the ſtates of Europe, and which had moulded 
them together into one family ? And for what was all this to be 
Gacrificed ? Was it not in order to coneiliate the enemy, to promote 
the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, to introduce amongſt us univer- 
fal Philanthropy, and French Liberty; in a word, to ſtocp to every 
thing which would argue a total oblivion of every ſentiment that 
ſhould actuate us as men, and diſtinguiſh us as Engliſhmen ? He 
hoped for his part, that there was no man in that Houſe or aut of 
doors, who was prepared for this degradation ; ſuch had always 
been his opinion, and he now ſaw nothing to induce him to re- 
tract them. 

Mr. PLUMER believed that money muſt be raiſed in ſome 
way, but he did not think the mode propoſed, to be the beſt, It 
was unjuſt in its principle. If. the tax to be raiſed was upon luxu- 
ries, an opportunity ought to be afforded to perſons to retrench thoſe 
luxuries. He meant no offence to any one; but what he under- 
ſtood was, that the Aſſeſſed Taxes had increaſed gradually till they 
had reached a point in which the Miniſter ſaid, © if you chuſe to 
keep horſes, carriages, &c. you muſt pay a certain ſum to the State 
for keeping them.” I ſay then, before the right honourable gentle- 
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man trebled the duty, he ſhould have given an opportunity to per. 
fons to ſee whether they could do without any of thoſe luxuries, 
There was no perſon with whom he had converſed upon the ſubje& 
who did not fay that an option onght to have been granted to thoſe 
to be affected by it. With reſpect to the modification propoſed, 
he thought that there was a claſs of men out of that exemption 
who would not be able to pay the tax. He had heard it inſinuated, 
that no man was to venture to talk of peace with France and a Re- 
form in Parliament without wiſhing for a Revolution. Notwith- 
ſtanding this infinuation, however, he certainly wiſhed for peace on 
fair and honourable terms ; and when peace had been obtained, he 
wiſhed for a Reform in the Repreſentation of the People, without 
which, he did not think the Country could be ſaved. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE then roſe, and ſpoke as follows : -— 
Mr. Hobart, I am, happy, Sir, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, by not preſſing the Committee to come to a vote on the 
former night, afforded me an opportunity of carefully weighing, and 
thoroughly examining, his grand financial ſcheme for the ſupply of 
the public wants. With the leave of the Committee, I will ſub- 
mit to them, in the beſt manner I am able, the reſult of my pa- 
tient, and I hope I may ſay, unbiaſſed inveſtigation. It is, how- 
ever, with the greateſt diffidence that J riſe to convey my ſentiments 
upon a ſubje& of no leſs difficulty than importance. 

I ſhall not, Sir, after the example of ſome of the honourable gen- 
tlemen'who have preceded me in this debate, inquire whether the 
war originated in the unprovoked aggreſſion of our enemies, or 
whether by their boundleſs and deſtructive ambition it has been pro- 

longed, or whether His Majeſty's Miniſters opened the negotiation 
at Liſle with ſincere diſpoſitions for peace. Theſe queſtions 
would, in my opinion, Sir, have been more ſeaſonably diſcuſſed 
when the documents relative to the late negotiation were laid before 
the Houſe. 

Before I enter, Sir, upon the main buſineſs which is ſubmitted 
to the conſideration of the Committee, I cannot avoid contraſting 
the language which has now been uſed by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, with that which he employed when he opened his former 
budgets during the war. No more we hear of the proſperous ſtate 
of the Eaſt-India Company. No longer do we ſee 500, oool. on 

their part among our ways and means. No longer are we preſented 
with a pompous diſplay of our exports and imports. Probably if 
the liſt of them, which at an earlier period of the laſt ſeſſion was 
moved for by one of His Majeſty's ſervants, could be now ex- 
amined, it might appear that, fince we had no occaſion to make te- 
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mittances to our gd and faithful allies, our exports had been con- 
ſiderably diminiſhed ; and thus the nature of that beneficral trade, 
which had always been ſpoken of ſo vauntingly, might be diſco- 
vered. We hear no more, Sir, of the advantage of ſubſidizing fo- 
reign Princes : no longer are we told, that une million ſpent in that 
manner is worth three expended in any other way, becauſe it is the 
molt eſſectual, as well as the leaſt expenſive mode of carrying on 


this arduous and unfortunate conteſt ; but rather are we led to con- 


gratulate ourſelves upon a reduction in our expenditure, in conſe- 
quence of the loſs of all our allies. No longer is it boldly aſſerted, 
that the French are on the verge, or in the very guiph, of bank- 
rupter. Inſtcad of predicting the approaching diflolution of the 
French ſinances, the Chancellor of the Exchequer calls upon us in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, to exert ourſelves fer the preſervation ot 
our own, againſt the crafty deſigns of an arrogant and powerful foe. 
How different, Sir, is all this language from that to which our ears 
have been long accuſtomed ! 

The firſt queſtion which naturally preſents itſe!; is, whether the 
ſtimates under the dittercnt heads of ſervices be correct. Judging 
from paſt events, J ſhould rather think that they cannot be relied 
upon; for the Chancellor of the Exchequer is two apt to vnderrate 
the expence, for which it is necctiarv to provide, Has he not con- 
ſtantly exceeded the ſums at which he has rated the fcrvices ? 
Why, Sir, the exceſs of laſt year, in the ſingle article of navy, 
amounts to 3, oo, oool. For this ſum, no provivten is made in 
theſe ſupplies ; fo that, independent of any other loan which may be 
xeceflary during the year, we have to raiſe 28,500,000), 

But let us take it for granted that the eſtimates are as accurate as 
the nature of circumſtances will allow, and proceed to what is more 
important — the Wars and Means. h 

2,750,000l. are io be raiſcd in the uſual manner upon the land 
and malt tax. Here it is unncceſſary to make any comment. The 
growing ſurplus of the conſolidated fund and the lottery are taken 
together at 750,000]. But inſtead of boaſting of the growing 
ſurplus of the conſolidated fund, it would be more the language of 
fruth to ſpeak of its growing deficiency. By the papers on your 
table, it appears, that in 1796 and 1797 there was a deficiency of 
more than 250, oool. It is our duty, therefore, inſtead of valuing 
ourſelves upon the productiveneſs of dur conſolidated fund, to make 
ſome proviſion for the amount of the deficit. 

Thenext mode by which the Chancellor of the Exchequer pro- 
[oles to raiſe his ſupplies, is an advance of three millions by the 


Lank of England. I am one of thoſe, Sir, who are extremely 
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averſe to the cloſe connection ſubſiſting between the Bank of Eng- 
and and the Government of the Country. It appears from the 
printed correipondence between the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Bank Directors, that the latter are conſtantly complaining 
of the inconveniences and embarraſſments they experienced, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch extenſive accommodations to Government. In Fe- 
bruary, 1797, they requeſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer to per- 
mit that part of the then intended loan, which was appropriated to 
the liquidation of the Bank advances, to remain at once in the 
Bank, without paſſing through the Exchequer to the Bank. They 


expreſs a hope that this indulgence might be granted to them, if it 


could be made compatible with the forms of office ; and the reafon 
which they give for ſoliciting this favour, is deſerving of attention. 
They ſay, that in ſome inſtances they had ſuffered not a little incon- 
venience from delay, and that in one particular inſtance they had 
been totally diſappointed of an expected payment. Is it not won- 
derful, Sir, that the Bank Directors, after having invariably attri- 
buted all their former difficulties to the large ſupplies which they 
had been obliged to make to Government, and after having ſhewn 
ſuch firong tokens of diſtruſt of the right honourable gentleman, 
ſhould till be ready to make farther advances, and to give renewed 
proofs of their confidence * Do they rely upon the promiſe of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpeedily to repay the money to be ad- 
vanced? How often has he been obliged to break his faith with 
them? How often have they been diſappointed when the time for 
the fulfilment of his promiſe of repayment was arrived? In one 
caſe it appears by the ſame correſpondence to which I have before 
alluded, that when he had abſolutely ſet afide a conſiderable ſum for 
liquidating part of his debt to the Bank, he was driven to appro- 
priate it to the public ſervice. Such are the grounds on which! 
found my diſapprobation of any farther advances from the Bank to 
Government. | 
I come now to that part of the ſubje& which deſerves our moſt 
ſerious conſideration ; I mean the ſeven millions to be raiſed by an 
aſſeſſment upon the aſſeſſed taxes. The right honourable gentleman 
has aſſigned two motives for adopting this novel, and, as he has juſtly 
ſtated, for a century at leaſt, unprecedented ſcheme of finance. He 
aſſerts, that raiſing the ſupplies within the year will convince the 
enemy of our energy, and will ſtrike terror into their hearts by 
ſhewing them, that our reſources are great, and every way adequate 
to the eriſis. He adds at the ſame time, that in adopting this mode, 
he is influenced by a regard for poſterity. As to the impreſſion to 


be made upon the enemy, I agree with an honourable friend of 
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mine (Mr. Tierney) who contended the other night, that the effect 
will be the very reverſe of that which is defired. The French 
muſt naturally conclude, that the fear of depreſſing our funds till 


lower, and weakening our public credit ſtill farther, is the cauſe of - 


this deviation from the uſual mode of borrowing upon public ſccurt- 
ties. Inſtead of regarding ſuch a plan of aſſeſſment as any proof 


of our proſperity, will they not ſay that extraordinary diſtreſs has 


driven us to the adoption of extraordinary means? With reſpec 
to the right honourable gentleman's regard for poſterity, I thall only 
obſerve, that as it ſhews itſelf, after having laid up for them, by 
way of inheritance, an immenſe acceſſion of national debt, and an 
enormous load of taxes, it comes, at leaſt, in a very queſtionable 
ſhape. 

After having thus ſlightly touched upon the motives aſſigned by 
the right honourable gentleman for having had recourſe to this 
ſcheme of finance, I proceed to make a few remarks upon the 
meaſure itſelf, which, by whatever name, it may be called by others, 
or by whatever ſofter appellation it may have been introduced to 
the Houſe by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is no other than an 
abſolute requiſition of the tenth of every man's annual income. It 
is founded upon a paſt aſſeſſment; it leaves no option, but com- 
pels perſons to pay for what they would wiſh to lay aſide, and 
would never have adopted, if they could poſlibly have foreſeen ſo 
ſevere a contribution. While I am upon this part of my ſubject, 
[ cannot help remarking a ftriking inconſiſtency in ſome parts of 
the ſpeech of the right honourable gentleman. He preſumes, that 
almoſt every perſon within and without the Houſe will approve of 
lus plan, and that few, indeed, will be unwilling to concur in mea- 
ſures ſo neceſſary for the public ſafety, or to contribute a compara- 
tively ſmall part of their property, with a view to the preſervation of 
the remainder. But in another place he afferts, that if paſt aſſeſſ- 
ment were not made the baſis of the new contribution, the benefits 
to be expected from it would be frittered away by concealment and 
evaſion, What is this, Sir, but to ſay, that the nation at large 
vill and will not approve this tax, and will and will not moſt 
chearfully pay it ? 

My next objection to this propoſed advance upon the aſſeſſed 
taxes is, that it will fall unequally. Large capitaliſts, who live 
upon a little, and continue from year to year to place the remainder 
out to intereſt, will pay but a trifle ; while the generous man, who 
lives in a ſtile equal to his rank in life, and by his expenditure pro- 
motes the ſubſiſtence and happineſs of the tradeſman, and the artifan, 
will be liable to a large quota. Indeed the right honourable gen- 
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tleman ſeems to have anticipated this objection, for he declared the 
other night, that he ſhould wiſh to make the avaricious capitaliſt 
pay his proportion, but that he had not found in any treatiſe of po- 
litical economy, or had been able to learn from thoſe who are con. 
verſant in matters of that kind, any mode by which property ſo 
held in hand could be made ſubject to taxation or aſſeſſment. But, 
Sir, if the right honourable gentleman does not ſeruple to make uſe 

of a declaration as to the extent of a man's income, wh ſhould he 

e ſo ſcrupulous in having recourſe to a declaration as to the extent 
of his capital? As well might he rely upon the declaration in the 
one caſe, as in the other; and what difference is there between a 
compulſory diſcloſure of the actual amount of a perſon's whole pro- 
perty, and a required ſtatement of income, which leads to the know- 
ledge of capital? As to the idea that capitaliſts, inſpired bv genuine 
patriotiſm, will voluntarily come forward to the relief of the fate, 
that man, who can ſeriouſly entertain it, muſt be ſtrangely ignorant 
of the nature of the human mind, and the force of a ruling 
paſſion. 

The inequality of this tax is, alſo, diſcernible in its operation 
upon the different claſſes. "I hoſe in the middling walks of life will 
pay a full tenth of their income, while thoſe in the higheſt will not 
pay a fifteenth, a twentieth, or even a twenty-fiftth. "The largeſt 
ſum which is paid, at preſent, by any individual for aſſeſſed taxes, 
is 400l. and upwards. This appears by a paper laid but a day or 
two ago upon your table. The account is kept progreſſively by 
fifties : for inſtance, there is a column for thoſe who pay 300). and 
under 350l. ; another for thoſe who pay 3501. and under 40cl. ; 
and a third for thoſe who pav 4001. and upwards. Now, vir, let 
us take the uttermoſt, namely, 45o0l.—450l. quadrupled is 
1,8 00l.; which ſum is the tenth of 18,000]. It, then, 450l. 
be the higheſt ſum paid for the preſent aſſeſſed taxes, and the higheſt 
advance required be a quadruple, then thoſe who have a yearly in- 
come of 20, oool., 25,c0cl1., and ſo on to 50, oool., cannot 
pay any thing like a tenth, while the middling tradefman pays the 
complete tenth, the amount of the legal exaction. But what do | 
ſay ? ſuch a tradeſman muſt frequently pav more than a tenth. If 
the demand amount to more, he will comply with it, rather than, 
by a diſcloſure of his circumſtances, give a mortal wound to his 
credit. | | | 

This meaſure, Sir, will alſo fall unequally upon different trades. 
Many perſons carry on trades in large buildings with leſs profits 
than thoſe who carry it on in ſmall counting-houſes ; the former 
muſt contribute a larger proportion than the latter, In a word, | 
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{-xr that this tax will ruin almoſt all the trade of the country. 
When the collectors have made their firſt round, I ſhall dread to 
look into their report. It will detail a greater liſt of killed and 
wounded than ever happened among our vanquiſhed troops in the 
field of battle. But ſuch as ſurvive, cannot long ſtruggle againſt 
their fate. A ſpirit of economy will pervade all ranks. Optional 
conveniences and luxuries will not only be avoided, but the ſcale of 
neceffaries will be as contracted as poſſible. If perſons deal but 
Uttle, or not at all, in the commoditics to which they have before 
been accuſtomed, the tradeſman will find his profits diminiſhed, and 
mutt ſoon, perhaps, ſlut up his doors. LI here is one caſe fo hard, 
Sir, that I cannot omit to particularize it. An honvurable Baronet 
(Sir W. Pultency) has alluded, in the courſe of his ſpeech, to 
builders. I, too, have had occaſion to conſider the circumſtances of 
that deſcription of men. I learn by letters from Bath, that a maſon, 
who has ſaved 2001., burrows 7ool. or Sol. upon mortgage of 
the intended buildings, and ereQs a houſe upon ſpeculation—he lets 
it for a certain ſum, and undertakes to pay all taxes, never con- 
templating ſuch an extenfive demand as the preſent. How hard 
will it be, if ſuch poor builders (and there are many ſuch in Briſtol, 
London, and other cities) be aſſeſſed, according to the right honour- 
able gentleman's plan, while the rich occupiers of the houſes eſcape 
all contribution. I hope that, in the future ſtages of this buſi- 
neſs, ſome regulation will be adopted, in favour of that claſs of 
raceſmen, of whom I have been ſpeaking. 

It has been ſaid, Sir, that this tax will not affect the poor. I 
know that it is the object of the right honourable gentleman's plan 
to exclude the indigent from its operation: he may ſhelter them 
from the immediate, but he cannot from its remote, effects. The 
Britiſh nation las been always characterized for the libcrality with 
which its charitable foundations are endowed, as well as for the ꝓirit 
with which benevolent ſubſcriptions are always promoted. But this 
tax will prevent the diffuſion of that philanthropy for which the 
nation is ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed. Perſons will no longer have a ſu- 
perfluity, which may enable them to relieve their diſtreſſed brethren ; 
they muſt look only to provide a ſufficiency tor the tax-gatherer. 
A ſelfiſh will ſucceed to that generous and compaſlionate diſpoſition 
which has hitherto marked us as Britons. The tax upon wine has 
occaſioned many of thoſe who had been in the habit of aſtiſting the 
poor with wine, to diſcontinue the practice of affording them that 
help under ſickneſs. If a tax, therefore, when laid to pay the in- 
tereſt of a loan, produced this evil effect, the miſchict muſt be 
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greater, when it 1s deſigned for the diſcharge both of principal and 
intereſt. 

But, in mitigation of theſe diſtreſſing conſequences, we are de. 
fired to remember, that this high advance upon the aſſeſſed taxes js 
no more than a temporary ſacrifice : but ſhould I grant that it will 
expire at the period propoſed, I deny that it is only a pr zempare 
loſs. If I pay 60ol., or 100l., or 2001., or a ſtill larger ſum than! 
now pay for aſſeſſed taxes, might not that amount have been 
rendered a permanent productive capital for the advantage of my- 
ſelf and family? I think this cannot be diſputed. 

Hitherto, Sir, I have conlidered this tax, as far as it afteRs indi. 
viduals. I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew the manner in which it 
will operate upon the public revenue. A ſpirit of parſimony, as I 
before obſerved, will take place. Some goods will no longer be 
purchaſed, others but ſparingly ; and as molt goods are taxed to the 
ſupport of Governn:ent, the old taxes may decreaſe in produce, to a 
greater amount than the ſum intended to be raiſed by the new. But 
if this additional aſſeſſment ſhould anſwer the expeRation of the 
right honourable gentleman, it can be made productive but once. 
Perſons having felt the ſmarting conſequences of a retroſpective 
aſſeſſment, will avoid every expence which renders them liable to 
aſſeſſed taxes, left, at the end of fifteen months after the expiration 
of the year 1798, they ſhould again be ſcrved as now, and a ſecond 
time be duped. 

In repreſenting, Sir, the conſequences of this tax, both in a private 
and public light, I have conſtantly procceded upon the ſuppoſition 
that it cannot be evaded. But what will be the effect of the allowed 
declaration? I cannot better deſcribe it than by calling to the 
recollection of the Committee, what paſled during the late revolu- 
tionary proceedings in Holland -A loan of the fifth part of the pro- 
perty of the country was required by the Government, and an in- 
"tereſt of two and a half per cent. was to be paid. As landed and 
public ſecurities produced but two and a half, the Dutch gave a fair 
and honeſt teſtimony of the amount of their fortunes; but when 
they were afterwards called upon to advance a tenth part, and prin- 
cipally with a view to pay the intereſt of the firſt exaction, they 
moulded their conſciences to the circumſtances, and a great deal of 
perjury was practiſed; for it was found that a tenth part, which 
ought to have produced half as much as a fifth, did not produce one 
quarter ſo much. Such, Sir, are the inſeparable conſequences of all 
forced contributions, accompanied with declarations, giving a claim 
to exemption or abatement. They introduce a great deal of falſe- 
hood and immorality into a country, and but very little money into 
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the public coffers. If this reaſoning be juſt, the right honourable 

entleman muſt deſiſt from congratulating the nation, that the ex- 
pence of collecting will be inconfiderable, becauſe no new officers 
will be wanting. In this metropolis, and in the different parts of 
the kingdom, innumerable perſons muſt be ſtationed to receive the 
declarations of thoſe who will be ready to affirm that the demand 
exceeds a tenth of their annual income. 

The next branch of the right honourable gentleman's project is 
the twelve millions by loan. The finking fund, he ſays, will, in 
te courſe of the vear 1798, be productive of a ſaving of four mil- 
lions; which ſum will cancel as much of the funded debt as the 
four millions, part of the twelve millions, ſhall have created. The 
remaining eight millions he propoſes to extinguiſh, by continuing 
the forced aſſeſſment fifteen months beyond the year 1798. Good 
God, Sir, what a proſpe& is this for the country! If another ſup- 
ply be wanting during the vear 1798, or the war ſhould be pro- 
longed beyond that year, we ſhall be paving the preſent aſſeſſment 
in diſcharge of a paſt debt, and have to provide millions, and mil- 
lions beſides : our triple muſt be tripled, and our quadruple muſt be 
quadrupled. Is it poſſible that the people can ſupport ſuch aceumu- 
lated burdens? It is likewiſe to be taken into the account, that 
proviſion muſt ſawn be made by us for the payment of the Imperial 
dividends, . Our ge and faithfi:! ally, the Emperor, when we de- 
ducted the intereſt due to us out of the froſh ſums which we had 
2greed to lend to him, was, indeed, a moit punctual paymaſter. But 
now he has made on alliance wich the enemy, and has failed in 
paving the dividends at the time when they became due, can you 
reaſonably entertain the lcaſt hope of recovering either the principal 
or intereſt? Aſſmedly not. What a heavy acceſſion of taxes, 
then, muſt ſoon ſail upon our ſhoulders! Will not the preſſure 
be to grcat for us, notwithtanding the vaunting accounts of the 
produciivencfs of our revenues, and of the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
manufaQures and commerce ? Seventeen millions and upwards are 
undoubtedly a large ſum to raiſe within the year; but this laſt year 
ought to have produced more than any former, in conſequence of 
the additional impoſts. But have not the taxes fallen far ſhort of 
the ſums at which they were laid? In Fedruary, 1795, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer rated the average produce of the old 
taxes at more than 14,000,000. ; but the paper I have in my 
hand, which was delivered in to this Houſe a day or two ago, ſhews 
the amount of theſe taxes, in 1 797, to have been very little more 
than 13,758,000l. And this deficiency would be till greater, if 
one article, which never ought to have been introduced, be eraſed — 
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I mean the article for loſs on the duties of the diſtillery which 
ſubſiſted previous to 1791, 252,414l.” The diftillers, Sir, pre- 
pared great abundance of the materials of their trade during the 
legal ſuſpenſion of it. The moment the reſtraint was taken off, 
they worked with redoubled vigour, and thus repaired, in ſome de— 
gree at leaſt, the loſs which the revenue had ſuſtained. But if the 
loſs were not by theſe means compenſated, it ſurely mult have been 
balanced by the increaſed produce of the tax on malt == the 
breweries. In proportion as ſpirits were leſs drank, = 1: wor 
became more in uſe. Hence the article I have alluded to, v. _at 
not to have been inſerted. The taxes impuſed fince the war ive 
been eſtimated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer at above fix 
millions and a half; but chey have produced little more then four 
millions. Thus the taxes of the year 1797, which have amounted 
to ſomewhat more than ſevento>n millions, ought to have amo!.nted, 
according to the right honourable gentleman's eſtimates, to tue 
millions and a half. Some gentiemen appear to doubt this ſtate— 
ment. If I am incorrect, they will oblige me by pointing out my 
error, 

With reſpect to the proſperous condition af our manu tures, I 
can only ſay, that my information leads to a very Cilierenc condlu— 
fion. In many parts of the country, thc warehouſes bf ti n any- 
facturers are full; ; and the men, turned out Gt Crap. oy, either enter 
into the army or navy, and ſwell the liſt ot the Kid off, or bc- 
come chargeable to the pariſh.” 

As to cur comnierce, no Kecubt “ it may have ſurpaſſed its 
former limits, beœcauſe a new trade may have been opened with 
ſome of the places, which we have taken: but will any perſon pre- 
tend to ſay, that the acceſſion of commerce, furniſhed by our con- 
queſts, can at all balance that which we have loft, in conſequence of 
being ſhut out of the ports of France, the Belgic provinces, Hol- 
land, Spain, Italy, and, may I not add, the whole Mediterrancan * 
None, ſure, will advance ſuch an abſurdity. Put it is an incon- 
trovertible proof of our wealth, ſays the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that ſuch numbers of perſons, poſſeſſed of capital in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, are conſtantly inveſting their pruperty in 
the funds. Is the right honourable gentleman ſerious in urcing 
this fact as a proof of opulence? Does he not know, that if chere 
be many purchaſers, there muſt unqueſtionably be as great a num. 
ber of ſellers? Nay, the ſtate of our funds demonſtrates, that ou 
proportion of thoſe diſpoſed to ſell, muſt be greater than of tho a. 
clined to purchaſe ; for otherwiſe the ſtocks, Inflead of fink! ing; wuft 
have riſen. 5 
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I am ſenſible, Sir, that J have preſented the Committee with a 
very gloomy picture ; but I am confident that the colouring 1s not, 
in the ſmalleſt degree, heightened. If for having offered to the 
Committee ſo melancholy a ſtatement I ſhould incur a ſevere rebuke 
from a right honourable Secretary (Mr. Dundas), and he ſhould 
charge me with being an advocate for the French, I ſhall not feel 


diſturbed. Conſcious of the uprightneſs of my intentions, and 


knowing myſelf to be no leſs attached to the Britiſh Conſtitution 
than the right honourable gentleman, or any other gentleman within 
or without theſe walls, I will not be deterred from the diſcharge of 
my duty by boiſtcrous and ill-founded accuſations, 

[ ought to beg pardon of the Committee for having taken up ſo 
much of their time. I will treſpaſs no longer upon their indulgence. 
| have endeavoured to ſtate my objections to the various inethods 
propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the ſupply of the 
public wants ; and I have dwelt more particularly upon that part of 
his plan, in which he deviates from his uſual courſe of raiſing money 
by loan, becauſe I think it injudicious with reſpect to the impreſſion 
it will make upon the enemy, ung qual and oppreflive in its opera- 


tions at home, and big with the molt ruinous conſequences. But I 


will frankly own, that if I could think more favourably of the Mi- 
niſter's financial ſchemes, I ſhould, with great reluctance, contide to 
him the expenditure of the public money. The Miniſters have, 
in the ſpeech they put into the mouth of their Sovereign, recom- 
mended to this Houſe to perſevere in the fame principles and con- 
duct which have hitherto been purſued. To this eulogy, which 
they have beſtowed upon themſelves, I can by no means aſſent. 


They are the authors of all our calamities. By intermeddling in 


the interior concerns of other States, they have plunged this country 
unneceffarily and wantonly into a ruinous and expenſive war, which 
they have been unable to conduct with ſucceſs, and which they often 
might have terminated with honour and advantage—they have at- 
tempted to bully foreign nations into a compliance with their de- 
mand to make common cauſe with us againſt France, but, upon the 
leaſt ſhew of reſiſtance, have withdrawn their ineffectual menance— 
they have borrowed upon the moſt exorbitant terms, and ſpent with 
the greateſt profuſion ; ſo that a vaſt addition is made to our public 
debt, an4 an immenſe load of taxes thrown upon the people—they 
lave © died many of the European Courts, in order to enable 
fa potentates to fight their own battles, and defend their own 


ſe: 
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ten es; and have ſent money out of the country without the con- 
d even during the fitting, of Parliament they have intro- 
du a ſyſtem of eſpionage, of ſetting man againſt man, and brother 
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againſt brother—they have invaded the juſt liberty of ſpeech, and 
of the preſs—and have cut off from the lower elaſſes their only 
ſource of political information. Can you wonder, Sir, that, feel- 
ing theſe ſentiments ſo ſtrongly as I do, I ſhould be unwilling to 
truſt the public purſe in the hands of the preſent Adminiſtration ? 

After the obſervations which I have made, it is almoſt needleſs to 
add, that I ſhall give my hearty negative to the propoſed reſo. 
lutions. 

Mr. PIERREPOINT. I believe I am ſpeaking the ſentiments 
of every Engliſhman when I fay I feel great regret at the very 
heavy burdens which are about to be laid upon the people of this 
country. But I fear there is no remedy for it. I hall only aſk 
a fingle queſtion, and I beg the moſt ſerious attention and conſider- 
ation of the Committee to it Is there juſtice, is there franknels, is 
there propriety, that part of theſe heavy burdens ſhould not be felt or 
borne by any part of the royal family or their dependents * If they 
were to come forward it would have a good effect; although the 
ſum could not be much, yet I think it would endear them to their 
country. 

Colonel WOOD ſaid, that after the preſent Government of 
France had declared their intentions, not only to ſubvert the liber- 
ties, but to deſtroy the Conſtitution and Government of this Country, 
holding out at the ſame time the plunder of its inhabitants as an ex- 
citement to their ſoldiery to embark on their mad and frantic expe- 
ditions, he did not expect to hear any difference in opinion relative 
to the neceſſity of great and extraordinary ſupplies, to enable the 
Executive Government to adopt every meaſure of ſecurity, to repel 
with energy and effect ſo great a calamity. He did not think at 
preſent that douhts could remain in the breaſt of any man that 
there was now any alternative left, but either unconditionally to 
proſtrate themſelves at the feet of the Directory of France, or elle 
to come forward with that degree of liberality and manlineſs cha- 
racteriſtie of the people of this country, and give up ſome ſmall por- 
tion of their property for the ſccurity of the whole, as alſo for the 
preſervation of thoſe bleſſings to themſelves and children, of living 
under a mild and free Government. The only difference which 
he expected, was ſolely regarding the moſt eligible mode of railing 
ſo great and extraordinary ſupplies, that they may be leaſt burden- 
ſome to the lower and middling claſſes of people, and be chiefly 
borne by thoſe whoſe great ſtake in the country, as well as ſitua- 
tions, would moſt likely ſubje& them to the leaſt inconvenieney. 
Were the expences of individuals univerſally regulated upon o 
principle of extent of the means which they poſſeſs, in uch 318 
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the plan propoſed by the right honourable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer would be, in every reſpect, unqueſtionable ; but when 
gentlemen conſider the numbers of very opulent and wealthy men 
in this country, whoſe expences are ſmall and inconfiderable, and 
who contribute little or nothing to the neceſſities of the State, could 
there poſſibly be any doubt as to the neceſſity of ſome more equita- 
ble mode of contribution; ſo that the man of moderate income, 
who at preſent can with difficulty ſupport a numerous family in 
that circle of ſociety, and with that degree of comfort in which he 
has been accuſtomed to live, may not be compelled either to aban- 
don all his former acquaintances and connections, or elſe to ſubmit 
to what few men would, of declaring himſelf a pauper. He was 
well aware of the objections which there are in a free and com- 
mercial country to any univerſal diſcloſure of the property of indi- 
viduals ; and did not thoſe objeRions exiſt, ſtill the difficulty of 
forming any practical or efficient plan of finance, where ſeveral mil- 
lions of people were concerned, whoſe property was daily fluctuating, 
forbid any ſanguine expectation on ſuch a ground: but although 
ſuch plan might be objectionable, on an extenſive ſcale, yet, under 
limitations and injunctions of ſecrecy, he conceived ſuch plan not 
only practicable, but that it would be highly productive and ad- 
vantageous to the State, without being at all injurious to indi- 
viduals, 

In times of great and urgent neceſſity ſuch as the preſent, it 
was not from the petty miſer or economiſt that the country could 
expect to be much benefited, but from the opulent, who poſſeſs great 
wealth, with but little diſpoſition to expence, and who therefore 
cannot ſuffer much perſonal inconveniency from any temporary ſa- 
crifice to be made. "Thoſe men who are advocates for raifing the 
preſent extraordinary ſupplies, by continuing the uſual mode of 
funding, ought, in the firſt place, to have conſidered the very low and 
depreciated ſtate of that ſpecies of property ; and how very unjuſt 
it would be, that, at the time the land-owner, bond-holder, and va- 
nous other ſpecies of proprictors, felt in a ſmall and inconſiderable 
degree the inconveniences of the war; that the public creditors only 
ſhould bear the whole of the burden. 

The Colonel obſerved, that it might be a matter of ſome diffi- 
culty to determine at what particular point the line ſhould be drawn, 
but would ſuppoſe, for inſtance, at 5,0001., and that no perſon 
whoſe property, whether in lands, bonds, funds, goods, or whatever 
elſe, was leſs than that ſum, ſhould be called on, but be permitted 
to continue to pay the ſame taxes and aſſeſſments as at preſent— but 
that every perſon, the value of whoſe property exceeded 5, oool., 
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ſhould be required to contribute a certain portion of this property, 

whether a half per cent., or one per cent., as may be adequate to 
the ſervices of the State, in place of all taxes and aſſeſſments what- 
ever. Were ſuch contributions raiſed under the ſuperintendance of 
a Secret Committee, every objection to a diſcloſure of property 
would be done away ; and * a its being known that every indi- 

vidual poſſeſſed more than 5,0001., no one would be able to deter- 
mine to what extent ſuch exceſs might be. . He ſaid, that it would 
be very deſirable could any certain eſtimate be made of the great 
wealth of this very opulent country, and equally fo to be able to 
aportion the ſhare of this wealth poſſeſſed by people, whoſe pro- 
perty exceeded the regulated ſum : but this was not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, as, after the firſt year, it would be clearly underſtood what 
rate would be equal for the exigencies of the State. 

The value of the landed property in this iſland had, many years 
back, been eſtimated at fix hundred millions ; and if another hun- 
dred millions be added for the increaſed Alue of land, the ſum 
would not appear to be by any means exaggerated. A late publi- 
cation, of conſiderable merit, (upon the Police of the Metropolis), 
eſtimated the value of moveable and floating property only at one 
hundred and ſeventy millions ; to which, if be added the value of 
the great and opulent buildings, manufactures, and other ſpecies of 
property, they may be eſtimated fairly at half the landed property, or 
three hundred and fifty millions; and eſtimating that the other opu- 
lent cities, towns, &c. through the whole country, only equal to 
London, including the land, they will together make a ſum of one 
thouſand four hundred millions. To this if be added the amount 
of the national debt of four hundred millions, and taking the Weſt- 
India property at ſeventy-five millions, the Bank of England, Faſt- 
India, and other capitals, at twenty-five millions, and that the other 
great manufactories throughout this kingdom, ſhipping, ſtores, &c. 
only amount to another hundred millions, it will make a total of 
two thouſand millions—a very ſmall per centage on which would 
ſoon relieve this country from all her embarraſſments. He ob- 
ſerved, that even one per cent. of this capital would be more than 
the Miniſter could poſſibly raiſe by any other means; and no man 
could poſſibly object againſt the juſtice and equity of this principle of 
raiſing the public ſupplics—Whereas he was afraid that the mode 
propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer would not only be un- 
productive, but give riſe to great heart- burnings and diſcontent, at 
a time when the unanimity of every man in the country was ſo eſſen- 
ial. He ſhould therefore object to that plan, unleſs it ſhould be 
very materially modified and amended. 
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Mr. DENT ſaid, it had been obſerved by the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, on a former evening, that the number of ſtockholders 
had been increaſed among the middling claſſes, whag had lately been 
tempted to lay out their money in that way. Hd had alſo ſtated, 
that the great proprietors could not be laid hold of, ſo as to be made 
to contribute to the exigencies of the State in proportion to their 
property. Mr. Dent was of opinion, that this was by no means 
the caſe, and that it was as eaſy to make great capitaliſts contribute 
to the national expenditure, as to tax men in any degree in propor- 
tion to their income. 

Mr. BURDON ſaid, the queſtion now was, not what might ap- 
pear agreeable to men's withes, but what was neceſſary to be done. 
A gentleman over the way (Mr. Nicholls) had begun by putting en- 
tirely ought of ſight the neceſſity of the war. He thould rather 
have pointed out ſomething like a reaſon upon which he denied that 
neceſſity. He had ſaid much againit the neceſſity of the war, and 
declared his determination to oppoſe the meaſures of Adminiſtration. 
But he had long conceived, what was now evident from the language 
and manner of the French. They had now thrown off the maſk, 
and it appeared that their views were moſt pointediy directed againſt 
this Government. They were, indeed, the ſame plans they had 
ever kept in view; at all times regarding the fate of this Country, 
and regarding the general balance of Europe ; although it had ap- 
peared {fill more by their late conduct than at any former period. 
That honourable gentleman had conſidered it his duty to his conſti- 
tuents to oppoſe the preſent meaſures, to oppofe the war, and to op- 
poſe the Adminittration. He felt it to be a ſacred duty both to 
himſelf and to his conſtituents, to ſupport them. He conlidered 
himſelf, not as that honourable Member had ſpoken of himſelf, as 
the repreſentative of a few, or like a right honourable Member 
Mr. Burke), now no more, from whoſe work he had read an ex- 
tract, and whom he had deſcribed as repreſenting a ſingle individual 
in that Houſe. He conſidered himſelf as the repreſentative of the 
Pcople at large. He thought it his duty to ſupport the war ; he 
thought it his duty to ſupport the preſent Adminiſtration, becaufe he 
thought they would cruſh the enemy; and he thought they would 
not cruſh the lower ranks of ſocicty as that honourable Member had 
ſtated, He by no means agreed that the withdrawing a ſmall 
part of the capital of individuals neceffarily prevents their capital 
from being employed in the conduct of their own concerns. It is 
at their option to diſcloſe or not ty diſcloſe their circumſtances, and 
therefore it did not neceffarily deſtroy the ſource of induſtry, or ſub- 
tract from capital ſo as to prevent the lucrative employments of 
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their reſpecti ve vocations. Every man on whom the tax was liable 
to weigh at all hcavily, had the means of relief by a partial diſclo. 
ſure of his circumſtances, that is, by a diſcloſure to a certain point of 


what his income was. With regard to His Majeſty and the royal 


family coming forward, as the honourable Member had propoſed, 
this ſurely was too trifling an object, in the article of finance and of 
national reſources, to merit conſideration. His utility conſiſted in 
the execution of his office, and of the laws of the country. It was 
too trifling an object to look to as a matter of ſupply, and he was 
forry ſuch an obſervation ſhould have fallen from the honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr. PIERREPOINT roſe merely to ſet the honourable 
gentleman right in regard to what had fallen from him concerning 
the royal family. He had ſaid that it was not juſt that the royal 
family and all their Dependents ſhould be exempt from the tax. 
Such an exemption, when the country was ſo generally oppreſſed, 
was really ſhocking. 

Mr. ELLISON faid, that if the honourable gentleman oppoſite 
to him (Mr. Nicholls) would prove the tax to be unneceſſary, he 
ſhould go away extremely relieved. But how did he attempt to 
prove that aſſertion? By ſaving that the war itſelf was unneceſlary ; 
and he was fo far of a contrary opinion in this reſpect, that he was 
proud to ſay, that he was one of thoſe who had ſupported it from 
the beginning. It was a war in which the enemy had been origi- 


nally the agreſſor, and had continued the aggreſſor throughout: and 


It was a war which had been ſupported by the bold, manly conduct 
of that Houſe, and ſanctioned by the wiſdom of Parliament. Ano- 
ther honourable gentleman had declared on a former evening, that 
he could not go from that Houſe and look his conſtituents in the face 
unleſs he oppoſed the meaſure to the utmoſt of his power. He was 
bold to ſay, he ſhould bluſh to face his conſtituents if he did oppoſe 
it. He recolleQed that we had, to do with an enemy who, while 
they themſelves were the aggreſſors, conſtantly declared us to be fo, 
and conſtantly proteſted that they would even make us pay the ex- 
pences of the war. It was a war upon which the proſperity and 
even the exiſtence of the country depended. It was a war, to ſup- 


port which he was ready, not only to give up one-tenth, but ne- 


half of his property. He recollected that our anceſtors had be- 
queathed us a Conſtitution, which was better than any wealth or 
inheritance they could have left us poſſeſſed of— They had left us 2 
Conſtitution for which he would facrifice the laſt ſhilling of his 
property and the laſt drop of his blood; and he ſhould then conſi- 
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der that he left his children a better thing than all the accumulated 
wealth he could tranſmit them. 

Gentlemen had heard a great deal about the uſurped power of 
Adminiſtration, and about the Reform of Parliament, as if the pre- 
| ſeat conteſt were a conteſt merely for the Reform of Parliament, and 
not for the very exiſtence of the Country. Gentlemen had heard 
of the loſſes of coachmakers and of manufacturers. There was not 
4 man in that Houſe, and he ſhould be very ſorry it ſhould go out 
of that Houſe, that there was a man in it, who would go farther to 
prote the property and proſperity of the Country, than himſelf. 
He believed that there ſtill exiſted in this Country the ſame ſpirit as 
formerly. He believed that ſpirit poſſeſſed a kind of elaſticity, 
which would rifc till it conquered this enemy. 

The laſt declaration of the honourable gentleman was one which 
had converted an honourable Baronet in that Houſe ; and in regard 
to this, he would dwell more upon the effect than the ſubſtance. It 
had been well ſtated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the 
real object of the war aroſe from the hatred, the jealouſy, the ani- 
moſity, and the ambition of the enemy; and the point which they 
conſidered as their rallying point was the deſtruction of this Country 
and Government. If happineſs and peace, and ſocial comfort, were 
cver to be introduced again into the world, this nation, he hoped, 
would be the rallying point around which they would aſſemble. 

With reſpe& to the plan of finance now propoſed, he was deci- 
cedly for it, becauſe he thought it a neceſſary meaſure. If it ſhould 
be found neceſſary hereafter for every man to declare the amount of 
bis property, he ſhould, for the ſame reaſon, ſupport that meaſure, 
In that caſe, every thing that was property ought to be taken into 
the account ; land, mortgages, ſtock, funded property, all were 
equally property, and ought equally to pay for protection. 

Inſtead of blaming the meaſure now propoſed, if the honourable 


Baronet could diſcover a means whereby to raiſe the whole ſupplies | 


within the year, as he had ſaid was practicable, he and every 
man would thank him moſt cordially for his plan. By ſuch a mode 
of employing his abilities, he was ſure he would render his country 
2 very important ſervice. Till ſuch a plan was propoſed, he ſhould 
approve that now before the Houſe. That plan was ſuch as to 
relieve a large portion of the ſubjects by the modification which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſo judiciouſly introduced, and 
which were ſuch as to admit of any neceſſary degree of alleviation 
to the ſubject. He was of opinion that His Majeſty's Miniſters had 
throughout the war conducted the veſſel of the State with great wiſ- 
dom; and he doubted not they would ultimately bring it ſafely into 
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the haven of peace. But while the commanders were piloting us 
with ſecurity, it became the duty of the mariners to be firm upon 
their poſt. Let us look over the mode of relief which the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer had propoſed for the lower clafſes. It was 
ſuch as ettectually to relieve thoſe who were leaſt able to contribute 
to the exigencies of the State; and in this view of the ſubject, he 
was confident it was ſuch that every man muſt be ſatisfied the Houſe 
had done their duty. 

Mr. TIERNEY. After the conſiderable length of time which 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt took to anſwer what had 
been faid by my honourable friend, and alſo what I faid myſelf on 
a former occaſion, eſpecially as he had an opportunity of ſpeaking 
with me in private, I expected ſomething more explicit from him. 
He alluded to the cafe of the Lives and Preperty men, and to the 
opinion I gave upon that ſubject. I hold the fame opinion of them 
fill. He has not ftated that opinion correctly; I never did ſay 
that my objection was to the Loyalty Loan ; but when that loyalty 
fell to a diſcount they ſeemed inclined to wiſh they had withheld 
their efforts, and afterwards defircd to be reimburſed for loſſes, the 
riſk of which they never intended to incur. 

The honourable gentleman was alto pleaſed to allude to what! 
ſaid concerning the misfortune of being preſent when this plan was 
opened. I did fay, that having the misfortune to be preſent, and 
God knows I feel much reaſon to lament I did not turn my back en 
this Houſe with thoſe who have done fo, for ſurely that is the viſeſt 
courſe to take, when a Houſe, calling itſelf the Repreſentation of the 
People, reverſes all the well-know eftabliſhed and acknowledged 
rules of taxation. Burt having the misfortune to be prefent, 1 did 
aſſert that I could not face my conſtituents without being prepared to 
aſlure them I had done every thing in my power to oppoſe the pre- 
ſent plan. Whether the inhabitants of the borough of Southwark, 
or the inhabitants of the city of Lincoln will be beſt fatished witli the 
conduct of their repreſentative may be ſoon diſcovered. From wht 
I have already heard, and from what I fecl, I apprehend that ho- 
nourable gentleman will not long be popular with hi - coottituents: 
I- did not mean to fay any thing this night on the conduct of the 
Miniſter in the management of the preſent war. I cannot now, 
however, help obſerving, that it was a little ſingular that my honour- 
able friend ſhould be called to order in ſpeaking on the preſent war, 
and that a right honourable gentleman who followed him ſhould 
have ſpoken for half an hour upon nothing elſe. That, however, 
was not the fault of his friends, for I think I could perceive uneali- 
neſs in ſome of them while he was ſpeaking. Indeed that right 
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honourable gentleman is in a ſituation of ſome embarraſſment. He 
has been for a long time their opponent, and if now under the ne- 
ceſſity of maintaining that nothing is more conſiſtent than the whole 
of their conduct. I do not wonder that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheqner ſhould be alarmed at ſome of the expreſſions of his right 
honourable friend; they are extremely different in their diſpoſi- 
tions ; the Secretary at War is a man of plain manners, and of 
rigid attachment to his principles, and we are ſure to have from him 
a true deſcription of his feelings ; however, when he ſpeaks again, 
as we have an opportunity of hearing him but ſeldom, I hope he 
will be provided with a better ſet of reaſons to ſupport his doctrine 
than thoſe which he has laid before us to-night. I conſider him as 
a perſon who wiſhes to fill up the gap occaſioned by the abſence of 
Mr. Burke; but unfortunately we ſee nothing remaining of that 
ſtateſman but his violence. So at leaſt do I feel it, and ſo I think 
this country will, What other impreſſion can the ſentiments of the 
right honourable gentleman convey ? He tells us plainly it is of no 
importance what the French may think concerning the fincerity with 
which we attempted to negotiate. He avows, as becomes him, fince 
he feels it, that the war was entered into with a view to oppoſe 
French principles. He tell us plainly that he ſaw at the commence- 
ment of their Revolution that their principles were hoſtile to all law, 
all order, all religion, and all ſubordination in ſociety. I leave it 
to him to explain why, under ſuch a conviction, he, as one of the 
Cabinet, conſented to ſending an Ambaſſador to treat with perſons 
who cheriſhed ſuch principles. I leave it to him, for it concerns 
him and not me, to explain why he ſubmitted to the opening a ne- 
gotiation under ſuch circumſtances, and which muſt either be fruit- 
les or he muſt abandon his own principles. Theſe principles, 
however, it is manifeſt he has not abandoned, for he has told us 
this night that he has not altered his opinion. He told us moſt 
diſtinctly and emphatically, that French principles were hoſtile to 
all law, all order, all religion, and all ſubordination in ſociety ; for, 
ſays he, conciſely and in a pithy manner, © thought ſo once, but 
now I now it:” by which he conveys to us an idea that the 
French Revolution was at firſt, in his opinion, a dreadful diſorder ; 
but that now he has the comfort of declaring it incurable. 

; When the queſtion of Reform in Parliament was mentioned this 
night, I obſerved great uneaſineſs, and indeed it was treated by ſome 
as matter of impertinence to introduce it. I know no reaſon why 
it ſhould be ſo conſidered, nor of any irregularity in mentioning it, 


when heavy burdens are about to be impoſed by this Houſe on thoſe 
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whom it is our duty faithfully to repreſent. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, when that ſubject was, propoſed by an honourable 
friend of mine, oppoſed it indeed; but how ? Not by ſtating that 
he was an enemy to all Reform, but that it was a queſtion which 
could not be prudently agitated until the war was at an end. I 
always underſtood him to profeſs at leaſt that he is a ſtrenuous advo- 
cate for Reform. Here the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſignified 
ſome diſapprobation. Mr. T terney proceeded : | I do not know 
whether I am too charitable towards that right honourable gentle- 
man, when I conceive him to be incapable of an entire dereliction 
of his original principles ; they certainly were the cauſe of all the 
popularity he ever had, If now he thinks it good to abandon them, 
it is his own concern, But the right honourable Secretary at War 
is ſo far from approving or encouraging a hope of any Parliamentary 
Reform, that he ſtates plainly, one great reaſon with him for continu- 
ing the war is to prevent Parliamentary Reform; for he tells you 
that Reform cannot be had without a Revolution, Here is an al- 
ſurance of continuing the war to a period which no man can cal- 
culate without horror. The people of this country and the enemy 
learn from the ſpeech of the Secretary at War to-night that there 
is one man, at leaſt in His Majeſiv's Cabinet who thinks that the 
war muft be perlevered in, and with a candour which does him ho- 
nour, he ſtates that the principles and ſyitem of the French are 
totally incompatible with the ſafety of this and of every other coun- 
try, and that the motives he had originally for abetting the war ſtill 
animate his mind and influence his conduct. The right honourable 
Secretary is manly and open. I could ſec, however, that his col- 
leagues did not think him perteRly diſcreet. He told ſomewhat 
too much. He made it known that they were not ſincerely diſpoſed 
to peace, and he juſtified the jealouſy of the French Government 
with regard to the intentions of our Miniſters. He was interrupted, 
indeed, in his diſcloſures, for his leſs ingenuous friends ſaw the 
dilemma into which he had got. If he thought that no peace 
ought to be made with principles ſo dangerous, and that he never 
wiſhed for peace, upon what ground of honour and conſiſtency did 
he give his conſent to two negotiations with the Directory for peace 
After this night, who ſhall ſay that the diſtruſt of Britiſh ſincerity 
was unfounded? And after this, who will fay that we ſhall ſoon 
have peace? While he is conſiſtent with himſelf therefore, and 
conſiſtent with himſelf, I have no reafon to doubt he will be, the 
cople of this country and the ene mies of this country have his al- 
ſurance that there is in the King's Cabinet one man at leaſt who 1 
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not ſincerely deſirous to obtain peace for the People of this Country, 
for fear that they ſhould thereby obtain a fair repreſentation in 
Parliament. 

I feel myſelf called upon, otherwiſe I ſhould not, to make ſome 
obſervations, in addition to thoſe I have already made on the mea- 
ſure which is now before you. I hold it to be an act of legiſlative 
impfudence in thoſe: who propoſe this meaſure, and indeed to be un- 
parliamentary language, to ſay to thoſe who oppoſe their meaſures, * 
« produce better yourſelf, Sir.” — If J had the talents, be it recol- 
lected that I have not the information requiſite for that purpoſe. 1 
cannot examine all nor any of the collectors of the revenue. The 
night honourable gentleman can; his refources, therefore, ought to 
enable him to produce 2 good plan. My duty confines me to 
oppoling a bad one. That duty I diſcharge as well as J am able. 
am ſtruck with the inſufficiency, with the inequality, and, above all, 
wit the injuſtice of the preient meaſure. I fay, therefore, that 
before I am called upon to contribute my ſhare, and before I ſhew 
my zeal as the Miniſter demands it, I ſhould be ſatisfied that 
thote who are higher in the ſcale of fociety than myſelf are to con- 
tribute their due proportion, and that thoſe who move in a lower 
ſchere are not to be ruined, elſe it is my duty to oppoſe the mea- 
ſure. I own it does not ſcem to me that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer will be able to ſtrike ſuch terror into the French as he 
pretends he will do by the adoption of the preſent plan. True it is 
he boaſts ſufficiently of the flouriſhing ſtate of our revenue, and of 
the readineſs of the people to ſupport him in the war, but yet he will 
not truſt to their zeal. He does rot expect to get a ſhilling of his 
boaſted revenue without an exciſceman ar every man's elbow. Is 
this the way to ſtrike terror into the French? Certainly it is not. 
I ſhall be ſubject again to miſrepreſentation; that I know ; bur 1 
will perfyrm my duty. We live in times when men who wiſh to 
lerve their fellow-creatures can never be ſaid to be well prepared to 
perform their office, if they are to be deterred by the clamour that 
may be raiſed againſt them. 

With reſpe& to what has been ſaid by an honourable gentleman 
concerning the propricty of the King's ſetting an example, — [Here 
there was a call to order. — Well then, I will ſay, concerning the 
propriety of the different branches of the royal family ſetting an 
example: I own it is an idea which I approve of, for it would be 
lome conſolation to me to feel that theſe illuſtrious perſonages, as 
well as their attendants, are bearing part of the burdens at the mo- 
ment when I am called upon to vote away the comforts of my own 
family, and of my conſtituents. There is not one among us who 
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ought not to feel as I do upon this occaſion; and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ough to be aware of the effect he was likely to produce 
by the words which he lately put into the mouth of his Sovereign, 
His Majeſty declares that“ he will make common cauſe with 
„ his people, and that they muſt ſtand or fall together.” I was 
glad to hear this ſentiment. But how does the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer intend carrying it into effect? He propoſes a triple 
aſſeſſment upon all Aﬀeſſed T axes, the only ſpecies of tax to which 
no part of the royal family, nor any of their moſt menial attendants, 
contribute any thing. I do not like to uſe diſreſpectful language, 
but this mode of proceeding really appears to me to be calculated to 
bring that right honourable gentleman's roval maſter and family into 
diſregard. This plan takes not a ſingle farthing out of the pockets 
of the meaneſt of his houſchold. Every individual, trom the higheſt 
to the Joweſt in all the royal houſeholds, will be totally exempt 
from this duty. It is not for the ſum, it is to the principle of 
the exemption that I object. It is the appearance of the thing that 
makes it odious. I will go farther, Sir, and ſay, that not only 
ſhould the royal family contribute to this new burden, but your 
« Lives and fortunes men” ſhould be made to come forward. 
They have now an opportunity of manifeſting the ſincerity of their 
zeal. It was by their ardour the war was carried on. I am ſorry 
J ſee no particular attention paid to them, and that they are not called 
upon to contribute in proportion to that ardour. I ſee ſeveral honour- 
able gentlemen in this Houſe, one in particular, who, I think, ought 
to contribute largely. He is fo laviſhly bedaubed with places and 
finecure emoluments, that he, I am ſure, ought to contribute 
largely; nay, he has oc-afionallly ſaid he would. I believe that 
not one of theſe places or ſinccure emoluments will be affected 
one ſingle farthing by this triple aſſeſſment; for the Secretary of 
State inhabits the Hou, and rides in the carriage of the Tra- 
ſurer of the Navy, and the Preſident of the Board of Control 1s 
ſeen in the ſame vehicle. 

This meaſure is defended, at leaſt it has been attempted to be de- 
fended, as a tax, the principle of which is an impoſt upon luxury. 
I conceive, that if it be ſo, its having a retroſpective effect is unjuſt. 
It was a principle in our legiſlation, not to compel a man to pay for 
luxury, unleſs he choſe to indulge in it. It was always, until very 
lately, underſtood in England, that a man was not bound to pay 
eyen for his luxuries, unleſs he conſented to enjoy them. But now, 
with a ſpirit of plunder, for, indeed, it is nothing elſe, every man 1 
called upon to pay in the enſuing year for luxuries which he enjoyed 
in the laſt, even although prudence may have induced him to abat- 
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don them. Laſt year I kept two carriages ; now I muſt pay for 
eight. This may appear to ſome as a trifling mode of reaſoning ; 
but it appears to me to be juſt. 'L here are many men to whom it 
is eſſential to keep up appearance. They would ftrain many points 
in private; they would regulate their private concerns by good do- 
meſtie management, for the ſake of not appearing leſs advantage- 
ouſly in public than formerly ; by this plan they are not permitted 
todo ſo. My objection goes till farther ; it reaches the common 
mechanics. A poor man accuſtomed to wear his ſilver watch, was 
aſked ſome time ago by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, © Will 
you give up your watch, or pay me half a crown a year for leave to 
wear it?“ The poor man, accuſtomed to the uſe of that article, 
neceſſary in many caſes, even to exactneſs in buſineſs, would an- 
ſwer, “ Yes, I will pay you half a crown for leave to wear it;“ 
but now he is to be called upon for a double aſſeſſment, upon that 
leave, and finds it actually mortgaged to its full value. 

But the Chancellor of the Exchequer calls this a tax upon in- 
come, and that he deems a juſt principle. He fays, that the expen- 
diture in general is a good criterion of wealth, In thefe principles 
he was powerfully ſupported to-night by an honourable Baronet, who 
ſpoke ſo warmly in favour of his plan. That honourable Baronet 
proceeded farther than the Miniſter ; he went even beyond your 
Lives and fortunes men.” He ſcemed to think, that not only 
7,000,000]. might be raiſed within the year, but that 
21,000,0001. might. TI can aſſure that honourable Baronet, I 
am glad to find him ſo ready to contribute to ſuch an impoſt as this. 
Let him, and men like him, come boldly forward, with their great 
wealth, to ſupport the State, and they will, indeed, ſtrike more terror 
in the enemy than any plan to tax the middle order can poſſibly 
produce. Put as I underſtand the honourable Baronet is proprietor 
of a greater number of houſes than any man in England, I rather 
ſuſpect he will find this impoſt a little heavier than he has hitherto 
conceived it to be, and conſequently will have to pay more than, 
with all his patriotiſm, he intended to contribute. | 

My chief objection to this plan is, that there is in it no fair erite- 
nion of income. I keep, as I have faid already, two carriages —T 
am now to pay for eight. Here the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
laid, that no perſon was to be charged with more than five.] Well 
then, I muſt pay for five. I may keep five fervants ; others keep a 
much larger number. I ſay there is no equality, taking property 
to be the baſis, in the principle of this tax ; for thoſe who keep a 
much larger number are not charged according to their relative con- 
dition in ſociety, It is not to the number of ſervants which a man 
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may keep, nor to the number of carriages, ſo much-as to the man. 
ner in which they are kept, that we ought to apply the principle of 
this tax. I order my carriage to be patched and vamped, and my 
ſervants are hired to perform uſeful offices. A man of a la:ger 
fortune has his carriages ſplendidly decorated and has two vr three 
new coaches every year. His ſervants are employed in taking care 
of an enormous maſs of plate, of ſplendid furniture, in preparing 
coſtly entertainments, and in the general diſplay of his prodigious 
wealth, and of his taſte and faſhion. Such a man, I ſay, ought to be 
called upon to contribute upon a much higher ſcale than ſuch a man 
as me, according to the principles upon which this meaſure is pro- 
feſſedly introduced. 

But let us conſider the effect which is likely to follow this mea- 
ſure upon the middle claſs of fociety. I apprehend much danger in 
that view of the ſubject. If you prevent the middle orders from 
keeping up that appearance to which they have been accuſtomed, you 
will deſtroy that noble pride which has been ſo much the guardian of 
their morals, and drive them to a ſtate which leads directly to a 
deſperate contempt of prudence. This coniideration is very im- 
portant in a national view, 

The right honourable gentleman miſconccives the effect of taxa- 
tion altogether—it is evident from his conduct in impoſing the duty 
upon wine. His firſt duty upon that article was a good one: it 
certainly was a fair object of taxation: but by the additional duty, 
he occaſioned a defalcation in the revenue which cannot be caſily 
made up: it now appears that it produces leſs than it did before the 
firſt impoſt I did not upon a former occaſion, nor ſhall I now, 
enter into the detail of the right honourable gentleman's budget, 
becauſe I conceive that he himſelf ſaid, that at a more advanced 
part of the ſeſſion he would be able to give us more perfect eſti- 
mates. Certainly, as he did open the buſineſs, there were many 
great lines of expence totally overlooked. He ſaid nothing of the 
Imperial Annuities ; and yet they muſt be provided for, for they 
amount to above 500,000). a year. He ſaid, that he would want 
350,000]. a year as taxes for the 4,000,000]. which he means 
to fund; and he would alſo want 250,0001. of taxes for the 
3,000,c00l. of navy, which was alſo to be funded; fo that we 
have ſtill to look for taxes to the amount of 1,300,000]. in addi- 
tion to this triple afſefiment, even according to the view which the 
right honourable gentleman is now able to form of our probable ex- 
pence. What it would amount to, we muſt wait till the month 
of April ; it is then only ke is able to ſee clearly into the whole 
of our expence; for there is always a film upon his cyes before 
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Chriſtmas, which prevents him from ſeeing beyond the month of 
April. 

"Suppoling this to be right, as a taxation upon income, I ſay the 
right honourable gentleman errs in forming his criterion. He ſays, 
that no perſon, in any caſe, will be taxed beyond a tenth of his pro- 
perty; and this, he ſays, is to be regulated by the oath of the party 
in the event of his being over-rated. I am really quite aſtoniſhed, 
that in a commercial capital like this, ſuch obſervations ſhould be 
made in this Houſe : it calls upon men for that ſort ef diſcloſure 
upon which nv dependance ought to be placed, for reafons that are | 
too obvious to make it neceſſary they ſhould now be mentioned. | 
J faid, this was a war againſt the principles of the French Revolu- 
tion, in which I am ſupported by the ſentiments of the Secretary at 
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War, candidly expreſſed this night. I fay that, with all our pro- . 
feſſed hatred to French principles, our Miniſters are following the 1 
| French ſyſtem. Should any man doubt this, I would aſk him, oy 
whether this plan does not appear very much like the domiciliary 1. 
viſics which took place there, and which have been from time to [MY 
time ſo loudly reprobated in this Houſe? To-night, indeed, we | 3} 
have had it ſtated to us, that theſe principles are to be adopted here. 9 | 
Nothing could be more ſpecific upon that head than the ſentiments 1 fi 
of a noble Lord who ſpoke in this debate; he ſaid in as many words, Py 
„We muſt attack the capitaliſts.” The words were hardly out of bl I | 
| his mouth before another honourable Member propoſed the ſale of i 14 
the Crown and Foreſt Lands. This is really proceeding upon BY 
French principles ; for it is ſaying to the People of this Country, 1 | 
| that the Government will have, at all events, one-tenth of the pro- 1 | 
. perty of every man in the kingdom. I fee no reaſon why it may 1 7h 
not be followed up with a determination to have one-eighth, then a "oh ' 
. ſixth, afterwards a half perhaps, and finally the whole of the pro- 1 
perty of every man the principle certainly leads to that. Were I | 1 ; 
. lure that the plan would ſtop here, I own that even then I ſnould 1 
F have ſome difficulty i in aſſenting to it; for I do not fee how it can 9 
t be ſafe for me, how I can e to deprive my conſtituents of all 8 
8 their comforts; ſo I muſt if I affent to this plan, when I know and * ah 
feel that the whole ſum to be raiſed by it is to be entruſted to the 1 
e care and management of the very man whoſe profligacy and profu- 1 
. hon has already brought us into this extremity. I ſay this is a | 
e war which if I countenanced- for an hour I ſhould betray the in- 0 
1 tereſts of my conſtituents. Before I conſent to take money out of N. 10 
h the pockets of the Englith people, I ought to be well aſſued that it ih 


e tration. Above all, I ought to be well aſſured that thoſe in the 


0 will be fairly applied for their intereſt by a good Engliſh Adminiſ- } io 
| 
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higheſt ſtations among us are ready to ſet to the loweſt a patriotic 
example. Inſtead of which, I ſee every man who poſſeſſes place, 
penſion, or ſinecure emolument, carving, not for the public intereſt, 
but his own. When I ſee theſe places, penſions, and profligate 
emoluments daily increaſed inſtead of being diminiſhed, I cannot, 
without betraying my duty to the public, call upon them to come 
forward and aſſent to this propoſition. I think, that not only the 
Royal Family and the Lives and Fortunes men, of whom we have 
heard fo much, but alſo all the Nobility of this country, ſhould 
come forward and aſſiſt us in our preſent ſtate ; they might then, 
with confidence, addreſs the People, as the Conſuls of Rome ſpoke 
to that People, when the victorious Hannibal was at the gates of 
their city, and menaced it with deſtruction ; they might then ſafely 
rely on the exrtions of this People, and thoſe defirable circum- 
ſtances would be beſt ſecured, by His Majeſty and the Royal Fa- 
mily coming forward and contributing to eaſe the burdens of the 
People; and alſo the Nobles of the Land and Men of Property 
coming fairly forward, and convincing the People by their contri- 
butions and their conduct, that they really made a common cauſe 
with them, in repelling the attempts of the enemy. Impreſſed as 
he was with theſe ſentiments, he muſt give the propoſitions before 
the Committee a decided negative. 

Mr. ELLISON roſe up in conſequence of what Mr. Tierney 
had faid reſpecting the unpopularity of his conduct, but miſappre- 
hending what he had faid, Mr. Tierney repeated, that his words 
were, that when they ſeverally returned to their conſtituents, it would 
be ſeen which conduct was the more popular. E 

Mr. SPEAKER addrefſed the Chairman of the Committee 
from the gallery. I do not, Sir, riſe to trouble the Committee with 
any opinion on the reſolutions that have been opened by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ; but in conſequence of an obſervation that 
fell from the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. I applaud the 
manner in which he ſpeaks of the ſentiment expreſſed by His N- 
jeſty, that he was reſolved to make common cauſe with his people. 
I am ſure that ſentiment was congenial with his own benevolent 
nature, and I am perſuaded that it will have a becoming influence 
on the heart of every man in his dominions. J pertectly agree 
with the honourable gentleman that there is no poſſible criterion of 
income that can apply to all caſes. Neither this, nor perhaps any 
other that could be deviſed will embrace the income, or be a teſt 
and meaſure of the means of all deſcriptions of perſons in this coun- 
try. There are many opulent men who from taſte, and from con- 
ſiderations of different kinds, from particular ſituations, and from 
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a variety of circumſtances which gentlemen might eaſily conceive, 
did not live in a way to make their expence and outward appearance 
a juſt criterion of their ability to contribute to the exigencies of the 
State: I am confident, however, that there are many perſons of 
this deſcription who would diſdain to take advantage of the eco- 
nomy with which they regulate their domeſtic expence to avoid con- 
tributing their juſt proportion to the wants of the Government by 
which their property was protected. I am ſure that many, and I 
hope all the perſons of this deſcription will be forward to ſhew that 
they are ſenſible of the regard and delicacy which are mani feſted in 
not ſearching minutely into capital, and will voluntarily come for- 
ward to make ſuch a contribution above the amount of their claſs of 
aſſeſſment as ſhall be equal to their real property. Confident that 
this is the feeling of a large deſcription of opulent men, I think 
that a clauſe might be beneficially introduced into the bill to give to 
perſons of this deſcription, as well as others, an opportunity of com- 
ing forward with a voluntary cantribution, in which they ſhould not 
be confined within the ſtrict limits of their aſſeſſments. This clauſe 
might either be brought in at the firſt, or in the progreſs of the bill 
it might be introduced. I have often meditated upon the idea, 
and I am ſure that if this opportunity were given to the country, it 
would operate with a moſt bene ficial effect. I am perſuaded alſo 
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: that certain perſons to whom the honourable gentleman has al- 4k 
luded, and who from their peculiar ſituations cannot make their . 
Aſſeſſed Taxes a criterion even of their expence, would be forward {Mi 
in the expreſſion of their zeal and eagerneſs on an occaſion when : 4 | 
their duty called upon them to demand ſo heavy an exaction from 1 | 
: the country. I know the ſentiments of many honourable perſons 11 
n of this deſcription, and I think I can preſume to ſay their conduct i 
g would prove that the honourable gentleman's diſtruſt of their libe- Wt | 
0 rality was at leaſt premature. | 408 
0 Earl TEMPLE ſaid, that the honourable gentleman (Mr. 1 
; Tierney) had imputed to him the uſe of French phraſes. He had Wh” 
: no doubt but the honourable gentleman was better acquainted with . 
| French phraſes than he was. He had uſed the word capitaliſt. 5 if 
e He did not know that Capitaliſt was a French word; © and I 15 
1 wonder,“ ſaid the noble Earl, „why the honourable gentleman has 1 14 
f fallen foul of me.” | . | | 4 1 g | 
x Mr. MARTIN faid, that conceiving great exertions to be ne- 1 


ceſſary, he muſt ſupport this meaſure, if a better could not be ob- 
tained. It was extremely objectionable, and he wiſhed that a better 
: Plan might be deviſed. It would fall with dreadful weight on the 
Vol. Iv. | 3 B | 
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middle elaſſes of ſociety, and he feared would check all the ſources of 
induſtry but money muſt be obtained. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid a few words in ex- 
planation. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR wiſhed that the reſolutions might be 
printed and diſtributed before the report was made, that, on a ſub. 
ject of fo important a nature, they might have time to deliberate on 
the meaſure. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that when gentlemen conſidered 
how nearly the time was approaching when the new aſſeſſments 
were to be made out, they would ſee the neceſſity of paſſing the bill 
before the holidays. He wiſhed, therefore, that all pofſible diſpatch 
might be given to its progreſs. It would be an inconvenient delay 
to print the reſolutions before the report. He ſhould move to print 
the bill, and, in every ſtage of it, modifications might be intro- 
duced. He ſhould propoſe, therefore, to report the reſolutions 
to-morrow. 

The Committee then divided on the firſt reſolution, Ayes 214, 
Noes 15. 

The above reſolutions were then paſſed. 


Lift of the Minority who wited againſt the Aſſeſſed Taxes, December 


+» 1797 
Mr. Tierney, Lord Stanley, 
Mr. Plumer, Mr. Wigley, 
Mr. Huſſey, Mr. Combe, 
Mr. Kemp, Mr. Vaughan, 
Sir John Sinclair, Bart. Mr. Nicholls, 
Sir G. Shuckburgh Evelyn, Bart. Mr. B. Edwards, 
Mr. Bouverie, Mr. Brogden, 
Mr. Denniſon, Mr. Hobhouſe Teller). 


Tueſday, December 5. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe for the purpoſe of poſtponing the 
conſideration of the report of the Committee of Finance, which 
had been appointed for Thurſday next. He faid that he appre- 
hended that the buſineſs now before the Houſe would not leave ſuf- 
ficient leiſure for the conſideration of ſo many important topics as 
that report involved, fo ſoon as that day—he therefore thought it 
would be better to defer it till the bill of ſupply now depending Was 
difpatched—and he therefore moved to diſcharge the order for taking 
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the report into conſideration on Thurſday, and to fix it for Mon- 


day ſe'nnight, which was agreed to. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee ot 
Ways and Means, and the reſolutions contained in it were read a 
firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond. 

Mr. WIGLEY faid, that as it was admitted that the ſyſtem 
now adopted was entirely new, and as the ſum was extremely large, 
while the number of thoſe upon whom it was to fall were very ſmall, 
it would be proper to delay the paſſing of it into a law in order to 
give time to the Members of the Houſe to conſult their conſtituen s, 
and to conſider whether the different claſſes would be able to pay 
the ſeveral quotas laid upon them — Over and above this he had a 
poſitive objection to the meaſure. It had been part of the propo- 
ſitions of the right honourable gentleman to exempt intirely from 
the tax all thoſe who hitherto paid no more aſſeſſed taxes tharf Zl. a 
year. [A cry of No, No, from the oppoſite fide. } After apolo- 
gizing for this miſtake, he proceeded to ſtate that there were ſome of 
thoſe who poſſeſſed ſixty pounds a year and paid no more than three 
pounds a year ; this would exempt 600,000 perfons, which would 
leave almoſt the whole of the enormous ſum of ſeven millions of 
money to be levied upon no more than two hundred thouſand per- 
. fons ; he wiſhed the regulations to be well conſidered in this reſpect, 
and for that purpoſe, hoped that ſome time would be allowed before 
its going to a final deciſion; if he was found in the end to be wrong, 
no injury could ariſe from delay; it he was right, nobody would 
deny that the delay ought to be granted ; neither could he conceive 
how it was neceſſary to paſs the bill ſo ſoon. It had laſt night been 
ſtated that many perſons of high tation in the country would come 
forward voluntarily to ſubſcribe to the full amount of the tax, pro- 
portioned to their property ; he did not at all doubt that this would 
be the caſe, but he did very much doubt that thoſe ſubſcribing wil- 
lingly, would juſtify the Houſe in taxing the others to the utmoſt 
extent of their means. It was much better, in his opinion, to de- 
viſe ſome practieable mode of aſcertaining the property of the higheſt 
ranks of ſociety, and to tax them to the utmoſt, rather than to let 
it reſt ſo much on the lower and middle ranks. He ſaid there was one 
reſolution which he conceived to be more than commonly cenſurable ; 
he meant that which obliged thoſe who claimed a right to exemption 
from the tax, to make a public diſcovery of their pecuniary circum- 
ſtances— on this account too he wiſhed for delay, and ſaid, he was 
ſure, that with the exception of thoſe who were in the confidence of 
Adminiſtration, not one man knew till laſt night what were io be 
the particular proviſions of the bill, 
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Mr. JONES (Member for Denbigh) ſaid, that although unaceuſ. 
tomed to public ipeaking, and ill qualified to do juſtice to the fubje& 
before the Houſe, or to his own feelings upon it, he conceived it 
to be his bounden duty to break through the embarraſſment natural 
to ſuch a ſituation, and to make ſome obſervations upon the Minif. 
ter's plan, and the unhappy circumſtances that gave riſe to it. As 
a new and unprecedented mode of finance it might poſſibly be 
thought to require more time for conſideration than what was uſually 
allowed in ordinary caſes; this time he thought had been allowed, 
for it was ſome time ſince notice was given, and the outline of the 
plan laid before the Houſe. It was not to be concealed that the tax 
was very heavy, as well as the mode of aſſeſſing it new; he, there- 
fore, ſhould in all probability have oppoſed it, were he not in his 
heart and conſcience convinced that there exiſted a ſtrong neceſſity 
for adopting it. He would not take upon him to argue theſe points 
which had already. been ſo ably and irrefiſtibly enforced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he only wiſhed to impreſs on the 
minds of the Houſe, and to engrave on the hearts of all Engliſh- 
men, in characters never to be eraſed, that every ſhilling of Britiſh 
money which had been expended, and every drop of blood which 
had been ſhed in this moſt horrible, but moſt important conteſt, was 
to be attributed entirely to the wicked, frantic, unqualified, and 
noto undiſguiſed ambition of France that is to ſay, of the French 
Government. He ſaid theſe were his own ſentiments, the pure 
reſult of his obſervation and common ſenſe, unbiaſſed by perſonal 
intereſt, or party prejudice—for he was not connected with the gen- 
tlemen to whom the Sovereign had entruſted the Adminiſtration of 
Government, nor was he connected with thoſe who were in the ha- 
bits of oppoſing their meaſures—he therefore ſpoke his own mind ; 
and he was ſure he ſaid no more than every gentleman preſent muſt 
know was founded in fact, no more than France herſelf acknow- 
ledged, when he aſſerted that the French Directory were influenced 
by mad and unprincipled ambition only, and that the People of 
England and of France too were ſuffering for that madneſs and 
ambition. He had heard it faid laſt night by gentlemen in that 
Houſe—and he was ſo oppreſſed with long attendance to the bufi- 
neſs of the Houſe that he was at the time unable to expreſs his feel- 
ings upon it—he had heard it ſaid, and he could hardly perſuade 
himſelf at the moment that he was in a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
mons ; he had heard it faid that the tax was neither prudent, juſt, 
nor neceſſary, becauſe the war was neither juſt nor neceſſary. He 
would not give way to his feeling now on ſuch an avowal, but 
barely ſtate that in his conſcience he believed it to be as prudent as 


ut 
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tax as, conſidering all circumſtances, could well be adopted. And 
what did gentlemen mean by ſaying the war was not neceflary ? 
Were we to crouch and humiliate ourſelves for ever at the feet of 
France? Was the inſolence of France to be for ever tamely en- 
dured by us? Were no bounds to be put to her overbearing am- 
bition? Were her cruelty and her tyranny to have no limits but 
the deſtruction of the laws, liberty, and religion of the whole world, 
and the total extinction of England, whoſe Goverament and Con- 
fitution they abhorred, becauſe it ſhamed their tyranny by contraſt ? 
Like Satan, and like Moloch, 


— Beſmear'd with blood 

Of human facrifice, and parent's tears; 

Tho', for the noiſe of drums and timbrels loud, 
Their children's cries unhear'd. 


The Directory conſoled themſelves with the reflection, that if 
they cannot ſubdue England and overthrow its throne, they can, at 
leaſt, diſtarb and impoſe upon it the neceſſity of carrying on 
the war—— 


— By proof we feel 

Our pow'r ſufficient to ditturb his Heav'n, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

'Tho' inacceſſible, his fatal throne; 

Which, if not victory, is yet revenge! 
Every motion, every ſpeech, and every action of the French Revo- 
lution, evinced this abominable, helliſh ſpirit, and, from the very 
outſet, ſhewed that the deſtruction of this, the moſt ſterling tree 
country in the univerſe, was their ſole object. There were two 
words, the watch-words of that Revolution, which carried with 
them more miſchief than any form of words that ever was compoſed 
out of the four-and-twenty letters —perhaps he himſelf would lie 
under the imputation of one of them; for, when a tax, or any 
other meaſure for the maintenance of lawful government was pro- 
poſed and ſupported by any one, Ar:i/zcrat was the word. But he 
cared not; he deſpiſed the enmity as much as he deteſted the prĩinei- 
ples of thoſe who would hunt a man down for doing his duty con- 
ſeientiouſſy: and if Miniſters, be they who they might, did their ut- 
moſt for the public weal, he would give them his earneſt and hearty 
ſupport. Having ſaid thus much, he would trouble the Houſe no 
farther than to remind the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that, on a 
former occaſion, he might have taken thirty fix inſtead of eighteen 
millions, and to recommend to him to profit by that experience on 
the preſent occaſion. 
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Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE faid, that he was induced, by the 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, having alluded to a deſeri 
tion of perſons who would probably come forward to ſubſcribe more 
than by the tax they would be obliged to pay, to riſe and declare, 
that he would not only cheerfully pay the propoſed aſſeſſment, but 
would certainly come forward with ſomething more, to enable Mi- 
niſters to carry on the war. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid, he had intended to trouble the 
Houſe with ſome obſervations on the principle of the ſyſtem, but as 
thoſe were to ſhew that raiſing the whole of the ſupplics within the 
year was not ſo good a mode as raiſing them by loan, and as the 
principle of the meaſure had been already diſcuſſed and diſpoſed of, 
and as his obſervations would not apply fo properly at this time, he 
would not enter into them. He was far from oppoſing the mea- 
ſure on the idea that our reſources were not adequate to the demands 
of the conteſt ; on the contrary, he was convinced that the ſupply 
neceſſary to the exigencies of the State might be raiſcd on this, and 
ſtill more on the funding ſyſtem ; but it was with aſtoniſhment he 
heard reflections thrown out the other night on the funding ſyſtem, 
a ſyſtem to which the country owed much of its ſtrength, its dura- 
bility, and its happineſs. He thought that it was a ſubject that 
ought to be touched with delicacy, as the funded property in this 
country was now four hundred millions ſterling—and he had. no 
heſitation to ſay, that it was a reſource to which we ſhould ſoon 
again recur for aſſiſtance. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he could not but admire the ſingu- 
lar mode of ſpeaking adopted by the honourable Baronet through- 
out the whole of this buſineſs. The honourable Baronet had ſaid, 
that the funding ſyſtem ought to be treated with delicacy, becaule 
the funded property amounted to four hundred millions, aſſuming 
what was not the fact, that an attack had been made upon it; and 
then very ſagaciouſly had propoſed to continue the ſyſtem, and there- 
by increaſe that four hundred millions in order to ſtrengthen it. 
He ſaid, he was glad to hear from ſuch good authority as that of 
the honourable Baronet, though the obſervation was not altogether 
new, that the funding ſyſtem had not been exhauſted. It happened, 
however, rather unluckily for the credit of the honourable Baronet's 
delicacy, that the meaſure which ſeemed to have excited his appre- 
henſions, reſted on a principle in the higheſt degree favourable to 
the ſecurity of the funded property—for while it recognized the 
powers of that ſyſtem by raiſing nearly two-thirds of the ſuppiy 
(twelve millions) by way of loan, it took ſeven millions in direct 
taxes, to prevent a too ſudden and heavy accumulation and increaſe 
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of that debt, at once relieving and making a reaſonable uſe of the 
funding ſyſtem. The honourable Baronet had faid, that we ſhould 
be obliged again to have recourſe to the funding ſy ſtem but ſurely 
a degree of ſagacity inferior to that of the honourable Baronet might 
have hit upon this diſcovery by going no farther than the proviſions 
of the preſent ſcheme, where it would appear that recourſe was had 
to that very ſyſtem for a large part of the ſupply. Upon the whole, 
he was rather diſpoſed to ſuſpect that the honourable Baronet had 
either miſtaken his premiſes, or not completely digeſted the obſer- 
vations he had intended to make. 

Mr. R. POLE CAREW ſaid, that although he had given his 
vote for the war and the ſupport of it, he would not agree to any 
meaſure that claſhed with the funding ſyſtem —for it was the fund- 
ing ſyſtem which had enabled us to reſiſt the ambition of the 
Monarchs of France, and which could alone enable us to reſiſt its 
Republican tyranny. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe to explain. 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he was againſt the reſolutions now before 
the Houſe—not becauſe he did not think it was neceſſary to raiſe 
money—money muſt be had, and a great deal of it. Neither was 
he averſe from the idea of raifing ſeven millions within the year. 
But he diſapproved of the plan now before the Houſe, becauſe he 
thought it a bad one, and that a better one might have been deviſed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. But it was not his object to 
diſcuſs the matter now ; he roſe chiefly to aſk the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to explain what he had ſaid on a former night, re- 
ſpecting the application of the ſinking fund for the reduction of the 
national debt. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT entered into an elaborate ſtatement of the 
different calculations which he laid before the Houſe when he 
opened the plan of triple aſſeſſment, and expatiated upon the ad- 
vatages of applying the produce of the ſinking fund to the reduction 
of the debt. He recapitulated his former obſervations upon that 
head. He ſaid, he wondered that any idea ſhould have gone 
abroad any where, that any interruption was to be made to the ope- 
ration of the ſinking fund. It had been beneficially applied for the 
reduction of the debt now for eleven years, four of which were 
years of war; it was to be continued in its full vigour. If this 
example of national firmneſs ſhould be followed in any future war, 
and we ſhould be able to terminate the preſent conteſt in a way 
that ſhall afford us a chance of having a ſecure interval of peace— 
real, genuine, not a nominal or deluſive peace—for a conſiderable 
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length of time, the operation of the ſums that might be applied, 
as thoſe of the ſinking fund had been, would be wonderful. 

Mr. HUSSEY was fatisfied with the explanation of the Chan. 
cellor of the Exchequer with regard to the ſinking fund, but was 
very much afliQed to hear him ſay any thing of a nominal or 
deluſive peace.” For God's fake let us have peace, ſaid he. A 
nominal or deluſive peace! I confeſs I do not well underſtand what 
the right honourable gentleman means by that expreſſion. I re- 
member, full well, hearing him ſay, that this country had a pro- 
ſpect of continuing long to enjoy the bleſſings of a profound peace. 
I thought ſo myſelf at that time, and the right honourablEgentleman 
made many very flattering calculations on the proſpect of it. I am 
alarmed to hear him talk now of a deluſive or nominal peace. Let 
us have peace for God's ſake. Without it there is no earthly ſe- 
curity for this country. With peace and good management we may 
poſſibly go on; without it, that will be impoſſible. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T.“ I remember the declaration to which 
the honourable gentleman refers. It was made by tne in the year 
1792. It was at a time when I propoſed, what was extremely 
agreeable to me, a diminution in the exiſting burdens of the Public, 
and a continuation of the ſum allotted to the diſcharge of the public 
debt. I did nat pretend to aſſure the Houſe that peace was at all 
events to be uninterrupted for any given number of years—that 
would haye been an extravagant and ill- founded aſſurance but I 
thought, under the then apparent obvious political circumſtances of 
all Europe, there never appeared a fairer proſpect of the continu- 
ance of peace for a long interval. That in that eonjecture I was 
diſappointed, is moſt undoubtedly true; for which, however, I 
ought not to take ſhame to myſelf upon the ſuggeſtion of the honour- 
able gentleman, ſince he himſelf acknowledges he was deccived alſo. 
Why were we both deceived ? Becauſe many of us bcheld, with a 
degree of favourable tecling, the riſing eſtabliſhment of wat was 
then a popular government in France, and ſa principles of a plca- 
ſing nature in their appearance, but the extent of which, and the 
views of their profeſſors, were not then developed principles which 
profeſſed economy at home, and peace abroad. We did not then 
ſee the ſeeds of that wide-ſpread harveſt which has fince been reaped; 
of that unbounded ambition abroad, and profligate profuſion and 
Plunder ; at home. What then is the inference ? Becauſe I thought 
that there was a proſpect of peace in 1792, when appearances Were 
in its favour, was I to conclude that I ſhould be diſappointed by 2 
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d, we to ſay now, that we ought to have ſeruples in oppoſing that vio- 
lence? That we are not to judge of preſent as well as paſt appear- 
- ances? I am as impatient for the hour of peace as that honourable 
* gentleman, or as any man in this Houſe, or in this country. I 
* have as much reaſon as any man in this country can have, for 
A wiſhing to ſee peace return, when it is accompanied by ſecurity. 
at But when I ſay, I do not wiſh to ſee a“ nominal and deluſive 
Xt peace,” it is becauſe I value peace. I do not wiſh to have peace 
if proclaimed for 2 moment, in order to unnerve your ſtrength, to 
" llacken vour efforts, to diſband your force, to expoſe you to ſudden 
. and violent hoſtility, without your preſent means of defence or any 
a effectual reſiſtance. Should pcace be proclaimed without ſecurity, 
" you may indeed have a peace that is nominal and deluſive. I wiſh, 
of for the benefit of Europe; I wiſh, for the benefit of the world at 
7 larze, and for the honour of mankind, as well as for the happineſs 
of the people of France, although now your cnemies, but who are 
- objects of compaſſion ; I wiſh, I fay, that the preſent ſpirit of their 
5 rulers, and the principles they cheriſh, may be extinguiſhed ; and 
| 9 that other principles may prevail there. But whether they do fo or 
C not, is more immediately their concern than ours. It is not to any 
1 alteration in that country, but to the means of ſecurity in this, that 
= I look with anxiety and care. I with for peace, whether their 
1 principles be good or had ; but not to truſt to their forbearance. 
of Our defence ſhould be in our own hands. In that we ſhall find 
= the bulwark of our ſafety againſt France, whatever may be the 
= pride, ambition, or animoſity of that power againſt us, and which 
[ it has manifeſted in almoſt all the periods of ics hiſtory; and I agree 
= with what has bcen lately ſaid, that its tone was never higher than 
4 it is at prefent. Certainly much depends upon the poſture in which 
4 you converſe of peace. What is the real foundation of the ſtrength 
bo of a nation? Spirit, ſecurity, and conſcious pride, that cannot 
* ſtoop to diſhonour. It comprehends a character that will neither 
4 offer nor receive an inſult, Give me peace conſiſtently with that 
= principle, and I will not call it a peace “ nominal or delufive ;” 
_ and there is no man who will go farther than I will to obtain it. 
6; To any thing diſhonourable I will never ſubmit ; nor will this 
nd country ever ſubmit to it, I truſt. There can be no man who has 
ht an Engliſh heart within his boſum who can wiſh it; or to with that 
ore you may, by an untimely diminution of your ſtrength, expoſe your- 
. ſelves to the renewal, with aggravated inſults, of thoſe evils which 
a 5 we have already had too much reaſon to deplore. 


The reſolutions were then read and agreed to, and bills were 
ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of them. 
Vor. IV. | 30 | 
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Viſcount BELGRAVE moved the order of the day for the fe. 
cond reading of the bill to explain the Election- treating AR. 

Mr. YORKE did not wiſh to prevent the bill from going into 
a Committee, but he hoped that it would be propetly attended to 
there, for it might be of conſiderable importance. The conſtruction 
placed upon the Treating AR, by ſome of the late Committees, he 
could not approve ; for the act only declared elections rendered void 
by treating. He wiſhed to prevent the Houſe from making ſuch 
a deciſion as would prevent gentlemen from being returned for 
places really attached to them, in which their friends might have 
opened a few houſes. There was a wide difference between ſuch 
treating and bribery. 

Mr. SIMPSON approved the principle of the bill, but objected 
to the conſtruction of it, as it would tend to the contradiction of 
ſeveral received legal doArines and decifions. He wiſhed the 
noble Lord to withdraw his bill, and, in that caſe, would himelf, if 
no other gentlemen adopted the ſubjeR, bring in a bill, which would 
carry the noble Lord's principle into effect. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE thought the Houſe greatly obliged to 
the noble Lord, and fully agreed with the principle of his bill; but 
was of opinion that its purpoſes might be better anſwered, either by 
anew bill, which would be free from the objeQions urged by the 
laſt ſpeaker, or by an infirucion to the Committee to receive a 
clauſe with ſome conſiderable additions. He wiſhed the proviſions 
of the bill to be extended to counties, which were more likely than 
toroughs to produce heavy expenditures to candidates; but affured 
the Houſe, that he had been three times elected for the county of 
York, without having offended againſt any of the proviſions of the 
act in queſtion. 

The SPEAKER faid, that a clauſe might be received in the 
Committee, without any inſtruction from the Houſe. 

Viſcount BELGRAVE ſaid, that the bill went only to amend 
a ſingle clauſe of the act, where the letter and ſpirit were at vari- 
ance, as had been proved by the different decifions of Committees 
of that Houſe. The proviſions of the bill, generally viewed, were 
ſalutary. It was not his wiſh to illuſtrate theſe. This would, 
in fact, be ſhedding igt upon Jight, till at laſt the Houſe would be 
left in total darkneſs. 

Mr. C. DUNDAS objected, in the firſt inſtance, to the bill, as 
it went to declare the law in oppoſition to ſome of the moſt reſpee- 
table Committees of that Houſe. He thought that the line was not 
drawn with ſufficient accuracy. The bill would not prevent the 
practice of treating in county elections, unleſs a clauſe was intro- 
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duced to make it a defcazance of the right of the elector, as well as 
of the candidate. 


The queſtion was then put, and the bill ordered to be committed 
on Thurſday ſe'nnight. 

Mr. C. DUNDAS gave notice, that he ſhould move for the 
addition of other clauſes, particularly of one which ſhould alter the 
nature of the oath to be adminiſtered to the electors. 


IVedneſday, December b. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT acquainted the Houſe, that he had it in 
command from His Majeſty to give them notice that it was the in- 
tention of His Majeſty to go to St. Paul's Cathedral on Tueſday 
the 19th inſtant, in order to return thanks to Almighty God with 
all the ſolemnity uſually obſerved in former times, and on fimilar 
occaſions, for the three glorious naval victorics which had ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed the preſent war. 

Mr. TIERNEY expreſſed a wiſh to know when it was the 
intention of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to introduce 
the new aſſeſſed- tax bill. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that it was his intention to pre- 
ſent that bill to-morrow, and to move that it be then read a firſt 
time, and that it be printed; it was likewiſe his intention that it 
ſhould be read a ſecond time on Monday, and that it be committed 
on Tueſday. 

Mr. TIERNEY was alſo deſirous to be informed, if the three 
millions to be advanced by the Bank were to be included in the ſum 
eſtimated for the ſupplics of the current year ? becauſe if that were 
the caſe, the ſupplies mult be deficient, as agreeably to the compact 
made with the Bank, the three millions ſo advanced were to be re- 


| paid by the month of Auguſt. Either, then, the Bank is not 
| to have its engagement with Government fulfilled ; or if it be 
g _ there mult be a deficiency of three millions in the eſtimated 
upply. 
f Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that what he had propoſed in the 
firſt opening of his plan was, that three millions ſhould be advanced 
by the Bank for the public ſervice at limited periods ; and that he 
; intimated at the ſame time, that if no circumſtances ſhould occur to 
: Alter the ſtate of the Country, or the preſent favourable fituation of 
˖ the Bank, a ſimilar advance might be made by the Bank to Govern- 


ment at a later period of the year ſubſequent to the month of Au- 
guſt : but if any ſuch change ſhould take place in the condition, 
cither of the Bank or of the Country, which would make it impoſ- 
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fible for ſuch an advance to be made, then the matter would he 
open to diſcuſſion, and ſome other mode for raiſing the three mil. 
lions might be eaſily reſorted to. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that he would on Friday 
next, in the Committee of Supply, move that three millions be 
granted to His Majeſty on Exchequer bills, to anſwer the advances 
made by the Bank. 


Thurſday, December 7. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved, That the act of 29 Geo. II. 
chap. 5, for employing French Proteſtants in His Majeſty's ſervice, 
be read ; 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that by the act which had been 
read, a corps called the North American Rangers had been efta- 
bliſhed, formed of perſons abroad, the ſubjects of His Majeſty. It 
was now the intention of Government in the ſame manner to eſta- 
bliſh a corps to be ſtationed excluſively in the Weſt Indies for the 
defence of them. This corps was to be compoſed of foreigners, 
chiefly Germans, who were at preſent to be diſbanded. As the 
Weſt-India iſlands required conſiderable ſupplies of Europeans, it 
was deemed expedient to eſtabliſh a corps for the expreſs purpoſe; 
and this, with the Goth regiment, already deſtined excluſively for 
that ſervice, would make the whole force there rendered permanent 
in the Weſt Indies five thouſand men, and ſuperſede, in ſome 
meaſure, the neceſſity of ſending other regiments to that quarter. 
He therefore moved for leave to amend the above act in relation 
to this object. 

Sir W. YOUNGE begged leave to ſuggeſt to the honourable 
gentleman, that the introduction of French Emigrants into the 
Weſt-India iſlands in the mode propoſed by this bill, would occa- 
fion great diſtruſt ; not that he meant to throw any ſlur on theſe 
unfortunate men ; but in ſome of the iſlands, particularly Grenada, 
the conduct of the French in favouring the cauſe of the French 

Government in the Weſt Indies, would create much diſtruſt if 
the defence of the iſlands were committed to them. He hoped, 
therefore, that tbe foreigners alluded to were Germans, not 
French, 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that he had meant Germans. 
No Frenchmen were to be enliſted. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that as in ſome parts of Scotland 
the proviſions of the militia act had not been carried into effect, be- 
cauſc the time appointed for the purpoſe had clapſed (the act being 
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e read), he meant to move for leave to bring in a bill to amend this 
1 act, with a view to prolonging the time for this purpoſe. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the right honourable gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) having given notice of his intention 


4 to move certain reſolutions on the reports of the Committee of * 
8 Finance, he wiſhed to know whether there would be any motion Li 
made on the report relative to the office of Third Sccretary of State? | | 1 
This part of the report he was prepared to combat, and make a | | 
motion on the ſnbjeR. Wil: 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the whole of the reports were * |: 
G referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe, and were appointed to 1 
, be taken into conſideration on Monday fe'nnight. He ſhould on ll” 
that day make motions on ſeveral points ariſing out of the reports, 5 
n and ſtate his reaſons why he moved nothing upon other points in the i 441 | 
1 reports. i 
t Mr. Secretary DUNDAS was curious to know what the mo- 1 
= tion would be, as the ſubject, as relating to himſelf, had already 1 N 
0 been diſcuſſed? I 
h Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the motion he intended to make By 
e was relative to the office itſelf, and he believed would be for an ad- 1 
t dreſs to His Majeſty on the ſubject. He wiſhed to appoint a ſpe- 1 
; cific day for the purpoſe, if there would be no opportunity for dif- wo 
T culling the ſubject on the motion of the right honourable gentle- 1 
It man. For his own part, the reports of the Committee went * 
e to ſo many points, that he could not embrace them al} in one day. 4 
. After ſome converſation, it was fixed, that Mr. Tierney's mo- is 
n tion on the ſubje& ſhould ſtand for Wedneſday next. 1 
Mr. Chanecllor PIT T' brought up the bill for trebling the Aſ- 1 
e ſeſſed Taxes, which was read à firſt time. i | 
e On the queſtion that the bi!" be read a ſecond time, il | 
þ Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD roſe and ſaid, he was ready to [9h 
ſe admit that the bill which had been brought in contained confidera- 1 
ly ble abatements and modifications to the principle on which it went. | 
h Still, however, it preſented no relief to the middling manufacturer. 4 
if It would be impoſſible for a man in that ſituation of life to apply Ws; 
J, for the relief which the proviſions of the bill afforded, without in- 740 
t juring his credit, and endangering the means of his exiſtence. If 5 
carried into effect, he feared that the meaſure would completely deſ- | I | 
. troy the induſtry of the country. It would bear down the middle iN | | 
order of manufacturers, who by long economy and labour had raiſed 1 li 
d alittle capital. Had the right honourable gentleman examined the 115 
2 collectors of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, he would find what difficulty: there Fe. 
8 already was in obtaining them; and how then was this treble aſſeſſ- | 
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ment to be levied? The taxes impoſed laſt vear had preſſed very 
hard on the manufacturing claſs of the community, and now came 
this to complete their deſtruction. Ihe watch tax had thrown 
multitudes of manufacturers in this line idle, and reduced the mx 1 
ters to indigence. This he knew had happened in the city which 
he had the honour to repreſent, and he underſtood that the ſame 
thing had taken place in other parts of the country. How then was 
this branch of manufacturers to ſuſtain the triple aſſeſſment after 
what it had ſuffered from the laſt years tax? Ile pave the right 
honourable gentleman full credit tor his eloquence and for his fin- 
cerity in his negotiation for peace ; but, though willing to admir 
that great ſums of money were neceſſary, and willing to facilitate 
the ſupplies, he felt it his duty to object to ſuch a mode of railing 
money as this. He wiſhed that ſome plan could be deviſed to lay 
the burden on the landholders, who, compared with the indufirious 
manufacturer, had yet felt fo little of the burdens of the war. 
The manufacturer was already loaded with taxes in ſuch a manner 
as threatened the extinction of induſtry. He conſidered the preſent 
meaſure as fraught with ruin, and he hoped that the Houſe would 
not agree to its being read a ſecond time. 

The right honourable DUDLEY RYDER faid, the objections 
of the Honourable gentleman ſeemed to be in general againſt the 
whole of the meaſure ; at preſent he roſe to call the attention of the 
Houſe to the only thing chat looked like a detailed objection to the 
bill. The honour able gentleman ſaid that the burden would fall 
with une qual weight on the middling manufacturer. In his opi- 
nion, however, if any thing in the bill deſerved particular commen- 
dation, it was the great indulgence which it extended to that claſs. 
The abatements which the bill provided were to apply chicfly to 
the claſs of men from 1001. to 2001. a year. Thus a man who 
paying fix pounds a year of Aſſeſſed Taxes, is, at firſt light, liable to 
pay 181. a year, by the mitigation allowed pays only a forty-fifth of 
his income, or 21. 4s. and ſo on in proportion. For a man to 
ſwear to his income would, in general, be diſcloſing little more than 
his neighbours previouſly knew. Even if he did not wiſh to ſpe- 
cify the ſum to which his income amounted, and to take the benefit 
of the full mitigation, he might receive a very conliderable abate- 
ment by ſwearing that his income did not exceed a certain ſum. 
Thus a man who was worth about fool. might ſwear that his in- 
come did not exceed 150l. per annum; and, at this rate, a man 
who otherwiſe might be liable for 151. at the treble rate, would pay 
no more than 7}, 10s. In the ſame manner in the other caſes. 

As to the objeQion of the honourable gentleman, that dle landed 
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proprietors paid leſs than the manufacturer, this objection was very 
inconſiſtent with the argument urged by ſeveral gentlemen, that 
the preſent meaſure would not at all touch the wealthy merchant 
and the great capitaliſt, He ſhould not go more at large into the 
objections of the honourable gentleman, as they ſeemed rather of a 
nature to be diſcuſſed in a Committee. | 

Mr. BURDON (aid, the preſent meaſure ought not to be argued 
2 a permanent tax. It was an extraordinary meaſure, which 
would end with the occalion that produced it, and fo far as it ope- 
rated ſhould be conſidered in the fame light as any extraordinary lofs 
or drawback upon capital. As to a farther call upon landed pro- 
perty, ſo far as it was connected with the vigorous proſecution of the 
war, fo far as it would put into the hands of Miniſters farther 
means for the ſupport of a conteſt which he conſidered juſt, neceſ- 
fary, and eſſential to the ſafety of this country, he had no objection. 
The meaſure now propoſed did, indeed, adapt itſelf to circumſtances. 
But he wiſhed it to go ſtill farther. He thought that after a cer- 
tain point, beyond which the Aſſeſſed Taxes did not afford the true 
eriterion of property, a ſtricter mode of difcovery ſhould be em- 
plored; ſuch as the ſum of poor rates, or any other means that 
:ould be deviſcd, in order to afcertain the amount of property, and 
to lay the burden in proportion. Leſs delicacy was neceſſary in the 
diſcloſure of landed property than of commercial. As to the idea 
a voluntary contribution, it did not meet his concurrence. In a 
conteſt like the preſent, ſo juſt and neceſſary in its origin—ſo eſſen- 
tial in its continuance to the ſafety of this country, it ought not to be 
left to the diſcretion of any to contribute or not as they thought pro- 
per. He wiſhed, therefore, that means could be deviſcd to make 
men of large property contribute in a higher degree. A voluntary 
contribution alone would not be ſufficient. As to the principle that 
the contribution would not be more than a tenth of income, in his 
opinion the caſes were very different where the income was fixed in 
landed property, and where it aroſe out of labour and induſtry, 
dome difference therefore ought to be made. Theſe ſuggeſtions he 
threw out not to obſtruct the bill, which he approved ſo far as it 
gent, but in order that its principle ſhould be ſtill farther extended, 
and that men of large property ſhould contribute in a ſtill greater 
proportion, 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON faid, that he could by no 
means depend upon the reſources which voluntary contribution could 
afford. The principle of the meaſure he approved, but he now roſe 
to throw out ſome ideas whieh might be deſerving of ſome attention 
n the mode by which it was to be carried into execution. The 
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right honourable gentleman, in the eloquent and energetic ſpeech 
with which he opened his plan, ſtated, the firſt object to be attended 
to was, that the burdens which it might be neceflary to impoſe ſhould 
not bear too hard upon the lower claſſes of the community. This 
principle, however, the right honourable gentleman did not ſeem 
to have ſufficiently applied to the proviſions of the bill. In his opi. 
nion too large a proportion of the burden had been impoſed upon 
that claſs, which the right honourable gentleman had profeſſed 3 
defire to relieve. The extenſive diſtribution of property in this 
country had been one of the principal cauſes of the ſtability of the 
Government. The frenzy of revolutionary principles had been 
cheeked by the practical bleſſings of the Government. Men felt 
themfelves attached to the Conſtitution, becauſe they were happy 
under it. This ſtability was owing in a very important degree to 
the middling elaſſes, and it was owing to their poſſeſſing a certain 
ſhare of property, and being encouraged in its acquifition. He was 
decidedly therefore againſt breaking down this claſs of the commu- 
nity. He was for throwing the burden on the upper clafſes. He 
ſhould not care much that men from 5 to 10,0001. a year and up- 
wards cotnplained of their thare of the burden, but he ſhould be ſorry 
if thoſe from 150l. to 2001. a vear, complained of the burden, 
The operation of the meaſure in its prefent ſhape would be, to do 
away entirely that middling clafs, whoſe exiſtence was fo important 
to the State, and divide the State into the two deſcriptions of the 
poor and the rich. As to the effect of the meaſure upon the manu- 
facturer, the latter would pay himſcif and lay on a profit beſides 
upon the amount of the tax. It was much better then, in his opi- 
nion, that the conſumer ſhould pay directly the burden which would 
be laid upon him indirealy by the manufacturer. This would 
avoid the odium of an impoſition, which in fa& would not draw 
from the claſs to whom it immediately touched, the revenue it was 
expected to produce. He was afraid that the burden would be fat 
with peculiar ſeverity by the clafs of thoſe who poſſeſſed about 1 50l. 
a year, becauſe they would be called upon for this additional charge 
at a time when the charge made upon the mode of living and upon 
expenditure, would diminiſh their profits. The Rte of the times 
was ſuch that it was of the laſt importance to attach men to the Con- 
ſtitution by making them feel the bleſſings it communicated, by 
ſhewing them that it encouraged induſtry, that it protected and en- 
couraged acquiſition. Individuals would not feel any powerful at- 
tachment to the country, hen their ſituation is deprived of thoſe 
bleſſings which render it valuable. His idea then in general was, 
that no man who paid leſs than 101, a year of aflefled taxes ſhould 
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be ineluded in the meaning of this bill, and that the modifications 
propoſed ſhould be applied in this new ſcale. By impoſing an ad- 
ditional half rate in the higher clafſes he was convinced that the 
ſum of 6,500,000]. might be raiſed without the odium and the 
danger of extending the contribution fo far to the lower and mid- 
dling elaſſes of ſociety. He had the utmoſt confidence in the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration. He thought they contained as much talent, 
as much virtue and public ſpirit as any ſet of men that could be 
found in the country. He cautioned them, however, againſt break- 
ing down that middling claſs of men on whom the ſtability of the 
ſtate ſo eſſentially depended. He was afraid that if the meaſure, 
in its preſent thape, was carried into execution, it would quite do 
away the claſs of men poſſeſſed of incomes from 1001. to 200l. a 
year. Theſe hints he had thrown out in this ſtage in the hope that 
they might be of ſome uſe in modelling the proviſions of the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had heard with no inconfiderable 
degree of ſurpriſe both what had fallen from the honourable gen- 
tleman oppoſite (Mr. W. Bird,) and from the worthy Alderman. 
The worthy Alderman ſaid, that the meaſure propoſed would bear 
hard upon the middling claſſes who poſſeſſed incomes from 150 to 
200l, a year, and as a fort of commentary upon this, the honourable 
gentleman ſaid, that this, as well as other taxes propoſed of late 
years, would bear with unequal ſeverity upon the manufacturer. 
How far this charaQer applied to the taxes which had been lately 
impoſed he left to the Houſe to determine. Let them conſider the 
millions which the exigeney and critical importance of the times 
had made it neceſſary to raiſe, and conſider how little of the com- 
parative burdens impoſed upon the community fell upon the lower, 
or manufacturing clafſes. He would boldly challenge a compari- 
lon with any ſyſtem of finance which ever was purſued in this coun- 
try, whether there ever was any mode of railing the public ſupplies 
adopted which in every reſpect was ſo ſparing in its demands from 
the lower clafſes, which drew fo little from the enjoyments, and 
preſſed ſo little on the induſtry of thoſe who compoſed that body, 
who are ſtated to be ſo overborn by the weight of taxation. He 
confeſſed that he could hardly preſerve his coolneſs when he heard it 
{tated that the operation of the preſent meaſure would de away the 
middle claſs of ſociety, If this clais is at all in danger of being 
dine away, it muſt be if it fail to make thoſe efforts and contribute 
thoſe exertions which are neceflary to oppoſe that ſyſtem which 
threatens to ſwallow up every - ctaſs, before which every bleſſing of 
ſocial and civil life muſt fink, and every diſtinction and every ſource 
of happineſs muſt literally be done away. If the manufacturers of 
Vol. IV. 2 D 
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Coventry, or the manufacturers of any other part of the country, be 
deprived of the advantages they enjoy, and the means of their proſ- 
perity, it muſt be if they are miſled by the topics urged by thoſe 
who affect to ſupport their cauſe, if they deem themſelves exempted 
from the neceſſity of exertion in the common cauſe. If the evil 
made no diſtinction in its attack, he hoped that no man would be- 
tray the common cauſe by · a diſtinction in the defence; that they 
would make no diſtinction in the meaſure of reſiſtance, where there 
was none in the magnitude of the danger. All men had a practi- 
cal ſtake in the objects which it was the object of the conteſt to de- 
fend, and the intereſt which they muſt feel, which they might loſe 
by weakly deſerting their own cauſe, claims a ſhare in the exertion, 
and a concurrence in the ſacrifice. He hoped he would not then 
be told that thoſe who did not pay 10ol. a year of Aſſeſſed taxes had 
no intereſt in the preſent conteſt. Had gentlemen been talking on 
the means of ſupplying the public ſervice upon the principle of a 
war in the antient mode, would they have maintained the princt- 
ples which they now broach ? Tf there was a moment for unuſual 
exertion ; it the nature of the object for which we ſtruggle were 
ſuch as to apply equally to the higheſt and the loweſt, was this a 
moment to make a diſtinction of the claſs by which the effort was 
to be ſuſtained: This was a principle which deſtroyed in its ap- 
plication the whole vigour of our excrtions. While they make an 
effort in words, gentlemen fritter away the force of their own decla- 
rations. By an unſeaſonable compaſſion, by an injudicious anxiety 
for thoſe whom they propoſed to exempt, they in effect would facrihce 
the intereſt of the lower, as well as the higher clafles, to that ruin 
which makes no diſtinction it its object, and no exception to its de- 
vaſtation. But what was the application of the principles thus 
maintained? One ſhould have thought, to hear the argument, that 
the burden had been to fall heavieſt upon thoſe from 1 001. to 2001. 
inſtead of this, however, from 200l., in a deſcending ſcale, a va- 
riety of modifications were introduced, and on an income of bol. 
a year the burden would amount only to an 120th part of it, and 
the higher claſſes were to be charged in addition to make allowances 
for the mitigation given to the poorer order; and yet this was faid 
to be doing away the middling claſſes of the community. He 
feared that by attending too much. to prejudices and to particular 
intereſts, gentlemen with very good intentions might be led totally 
to miſtake principles, and completely to overlook facts. As to the 
propoſal for exempting all thoſe who did not pay 101. a year of 
Aſjeſſed taxes, and at the ſame time making up fix or ſeven mil- 
lions, he could ſay nothing, as he could not at all. comprehend by 
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what means it could be done. He ſhould content himſelf with 
ſaying, that ſuch a mode of taxation was completely contrary to all 
principle, and to all practice, To fay, however, that all men who 
have leſs than 400l. a year, which might be the average on the 
exemption propoſed, had no intereſt in maintaining the preſent con- 
teſt, was a libel on the great bulk of the people of the country, who 
felt they had ſuch an intereſt, and who would diſdain to be ex- 
empted from ſharing the honour of its defence. But it was faid, 
that by the effect of the preſent meaſure, ſuch changes would be 
introduced in the mode of life, there would be ſuch a diminution 
of conſumption and of expenditure, that there would be no vent for 
manufactures. But did the honourable gentleman imagine that 
the vent of manufactures does not depend on the expenditure of 
the higheſt rank? Did he think that the ſources of manufactures 
were not ſupplied, invigorated and maintained by the conſumption 
of the higher clafles, and if a material change took place in the ex- 
penditure, muſt not the conſequence be felt in the lower? The 
worthy Alderman maintained tlic converſe of the propoſition, that 
the higher would ſuffer by throwing an exceſſive burden upon the 
lower ; and could he deny that the lower would ſuffer, if the means 
of conſumption in the higher claſſes were impaired by an unequal 
diſtribution of burden? To flatter the multitude then with ſuch a 
diſtinttion was to nouriſh a dangerous error, which might be attended 
with the moſt fatal conſeQtences. To exempt them in words, 
and at the ſame time by conſequence, and if certain effect, to impoſe 
upon them a tenfold evil, was the moſt miſtaken policy which could 
be conceived. It was admitted that the effort muſt be unuſual ; 
but to ſuppoſe chat it could be laid upon the rich, was at once the 
moſt viſionary and impracticable ſcheme that ever entered the ima- 
gination of man; and if praQicabje, would be one of the moſt mĩſ- 
chievous in its operation with which a State was ever ſcourged. 
There was one objection farther to which he ſhould ſay a few 
words, He did not deny that too great a proportion of burden 
impoſed upon any particular claſſes would create a revulſion, and 
diminiſh conſumption ; but if properly diſtributed, there was no 
danger of the conſequence. If ſeven millions were raiſed, it did 
not follow that this ſum was totally withdrawn from capital. Ir 
was indeed for a time diverted from its natural channels; but unleſs 
it were ſuppoſed to be laid up dead in the Exchequer, unleſs it 
were to be ſent to foreign countries without poltbijiry of return, or 
buried in the ſea, after a certain dc lay it returned to its natural 
channel, -promoting conſumption and invigorating induſtry. Spent 
in the country, it continued to animate circulation and to ſupport 
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labour. If this were not the caſe, it would be impoſſible to account 
why the immenſe expenditure, which hiſtory records, did not pro. 
duce other effects in States than thoſe which we know to have taken 
place, and we know that thoſe effects muſt have enſued which all 
hiſtory belies. He entered his proteſt therefore againſt ſuch prinei. 
ples in behalf of the great bulk of the people of this country, whoſe 
cauſe was injured by the arguments by which it was defended, in 
behalf of thoſe who, feeling that they have an intereſt in the cauſe 
for which we contend, and who cannot be unwilling to contribute 
their efforts in that common cauſe, from which they know their 
own happineſs and proſperity cannot be ſeparated. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, it was ſurpriſing that while the right ho. 
nourable Chancellor of the Exchequer was remarkable for nothing 
more than the admirable gravity af his manners, no man could re- 
ceive a hint from a friend, when it thwarted his own particular 
plans, with greater roughneſs. The right honourable gentleman 
had taken fire at an expreſſion uſed by an honourable gentleman, 
(Mr. W. Bird) though it was founded in fact and truth, he meant 
the words 7 de aw: It was not the right honourable gen- 
tleman's fine ſpeaking that could prevent the miſchief from falling 
heavy, or the people from feeling it. The lower order of manu- 
faQurers, to be ſure, had not the means of diſcuſſing ſuch ſubjeQs 
theoretically, but they would at leaſt be allowed the capability of 
knowing thofe evils from which they practically fuffered. How 
ſtood the fact? The honourable gentleman had charged that, on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer's impoſing the watch and clock 
duties, it had been objected that the ſame miſchiefs would ariſe from 
it as ſome of thoſe which were now predicted to be the conſequence 
of the preſent tax, and that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
at that time, as now, fcouted the idea, and inſiſted that it was 2 
vulgar error; and what followed? Why preciſely what was ex. 
pected, and in the city of Coventry two-thirds of the watchmakers 
had been thrown out of employment. Was it at all unreaſonable 
then in his hononrable friend to fay, that the proviſions of this tax 
lay heavy upon manufacturers, and would tend 7s de away that claſs 
of people? If more were neceſſary to be ſaid, he could ſay that 
among the manufacturers of the country, or rather he would fay, 
among the artizans, there were many in extreme want, and he 
would venture to affirm, from facts within his own obſervation, that 
if the eolletors within the diſtance of ten milles round London 
were permitted to lay a ſtatement of the whole truth before the 
right honourable gentleman, the account they would give would, in 
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all probability, prevent the bill from being inſiſted upon by him in 
its preſent form 

He agreed with the right honourable gentleman that the worthy 
alderman (Luſhington) was not correct in the ſtatement he had of- 
fered, but his own objection was to the principle of the bill, and he 
was firmly of opinion that if the Miniſter, inſtead of taking from 
thoſe who paid three pounds a year Aſſeſſed Taxes, were to put 
money into their pockets, they would ſtill be at a loſs by the revul- 
lion of a heavy tax upon the higheſt orders of the community. He 
did rot mean to preſs this farther now, but would reſerve his ſenti- 
ments for a future difcuſſion, when he would go more at length 
into it, for the more he converſed with tradeſmen of all ranks and 
political opinions {thoſe included who were moſt partial to the right 
honourable gentleman), the more he ſaw of fear, anxiety and diſ- 
may among them. He hoped therefore the right honourable gen- 
tleman would not preſs the reading of the bill a ſecond time earlier 
than Thurſday next. The more particularly as from the hafty 
proceedings already had, it was impoſſible for the people in the diſ- 
tant parts of the country to have it in time to inſtruct their repreſen- 
tatives. He declared himſelf as deſirous as any man in that Houſe 
to take meaſures to defend the country, and to ſhew an Engliſh face 
to a French army, but he was averſe to any thing being done that 
miglit ſeem to the people to bear heavy on any elaſs of men. As 
he had no hope of throwing out the meaſure, and as things ſtood, 
he was only for preventing the bill from being carried through the 
Houſe too haſtily. If the ſecond reading was fixed for next Mon- 
day, no man would be able to ſay that he had voted for it by the 
conſent of his conſtituents. 

Mr. WIGLEY repeated the objections he had made to the 
bill on former nights, and particularly dwelt on the injury it would 
he to individuals to make a diſcloſure of their ſituation. If the tax 
was neceſſary, he hoped it would be chearfully complied with; but 
it ought to be carefully modified; and for that purpoſe time 
ought to be given for a due conſideration of the bill. 

The queſtion that the bill be read a ſecond time was then put 
and carried. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that notwithſtanding what had 
been ſaid, he could ſee no reaſon for poſtponing the ſecond reading 
of the bill beyond the time he had already mentioned ; and there- 
fore he would move, That it be read a ſecond time on Monday. 
If it were deſirable that the bill ſhould be effeQual, it would appear 
clear on a moment's unbiaſſed reflection that it mult be paſſed be- 
fore the holidays. He ſaid, that ſo far from its being carried with 
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precipitation through the Houſe, as had been charged by ſome gen- 
tlemen, a retroſpective view of the various dates of its different ſtages 
from his firſt opening it to the preſent day, would demonſtrabli 
prove that there never was a meaſure of finance which had experi- 
enced fo long a delay; and it was ſomewhat ſingular that the ho- 
nourable Member who firſt accuſed him of precipitation in carryin 
it through the Houſe (Mr. Tierney) was alſo the firſt who accuſes 
him of giving unneceffary delay to it, when, in the firſt inſtance, he 
had allowed ten days for conſideration of the general plan. The 
only part of the bill that could at all become a ſubjeR of diſeuſſion, 
was the mitigations allowed in it. As to the groſs amount of the 
burdens, that could not admit of queſtion or of alteration, and he 
was ſure it would ultimately appear that none would find it fo heavy 
as they now apprehended ; finally, he ſaid the bill had been now a 
fortnight before the Houſe, and he ſhould be guilty of a dereliction 
of his public duty if he voluntarily agreed to its being poſtponed ty 
a later period. ; p 

Mr. TI TERNEY faid, he had been miſtaken by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. What he had objected to at firſt was, that the 
right honourable gentleman had brought forward the meaſure at a 
time when he was not ſufficiently prepared to ſtate it fully ; that 
though he had been well prepared to make a fine ſpecch, he had 
been fo 1]]- prepared with the matter in detail, that he was obliged to 
take a week to conſider of it. The right honourable gentleman 
had faid, that the bill muſt paſs before the holidays —but he put it 
to the reflection of the Houſe, whether it was the moſt ingratiating 
mode for Parliament to conduct themſelves, when a delay of only 
four or five days is aſked, to anſwer them that it muſt be paſſed 
before the holidays? Why ſhould they not rather ſay there ſhould 
be no holidays at all? The Chancellor of the Exchequer took a 
week from his firſt propounding the outline of the plan to digeſt and 
modify its particular proviſions, and yet the people were not to be 


allowed a delay of four or five days to conſider them. How the 


people in diſtant parts of the country were to read the bill at all till 
it would be too late for objection or amendment, he knew not. He 
apprehended that the Miniſter's deſire to paſs it before the holidays 
betokened an intention to make a long adjournment 3 a meaſure 
which muſt be deprecated, as this time was the worſt that ever was 
known for a ſuſpenſion of the ſitting of Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, it was neceffary to have the bill 
paſſed before the holidays for the purpoſe of making the aſſeſſment 
in time. If, as he had already ſhewn, there had been no precipi- 
tation in carrying the bill fo far, and the bill itſelf had the general 
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-oncurrence of the Houſe, that would be a ſufficient anſwer to the 
honourable gentleman's objections. 

Mr. TIERNEY moved to amend the motion by ſubſtituting 
Thurſday next for Monday. 

Mr. YORKE wiſhed to know whether the bill was to be 

rinted * 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, it was intended that the bill ſhould 
be printed, and that it ſhould be read a ſecond time on Monday, and 
committed on "I ueſday next. 


The queſtion was put— For Monday, 58; Againſt it, 5. 


Friday, December 8. 
Mr. MAIN WARING preſented a petition from the Church- 


wardens and Overſeers of the Poor on behalf of themſelves, as well 
as ſeveral of the inhabitants of the pariſh of St. Leonard, Shore- 
ditch, ſtating that they could not carry into effect the proviſions of 
the ſtatute of the 1 4th of the preſent King, relative to the mode of 
diſtraining for non-payment of Poor Rates, by reaſon of a great 
number of houſes under the rate of fol. a year, and of the occupiers 
being ſo very poor, that there were not in many ſuch houſes goods 
lufficient to anſwer the ſum to be levied by diſtreſs ; praying the 
Houſe to take the matter into ſerious conſideration. Referred to a 
Select Committee. 

Mr. YORKE wiſhed to mention to the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that the bill for Aſſeſſed Taxcs ſtood for the ſecond read- 
ing on Monday next, and that it was underſtood that it was to be 
propoſed to commit it on Tueſday. He begged that the Committee 
upon the bill ſhould be poſtponed, at leaſt, until '] hurſday. He had 
no objection to the ſecond reading, even to-day, if that were neceſ- 
ary, for it was to the Committee he ſhould direct his attention. It 
was a meaſure novel in itſelf, and ſome time ought to be given to 
confider of it. He therefore hoped the right honourable gentleman 
would conſent to poſtponing the Committee upon this bill until 
Thurſday: next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that anxious as he was to avoid all 
unneceflary delay in the progreſs of this important meaſure ; yet as 
he found the bill was not yet ready to be put into gentlemen's hands, 
although he hoped it would have been printed by this time, he 
could therefore have no objection to the Committee being deferred 
to Thurſday, | 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that from the information he had re- 
celved, and from what he was aware of himſelf, he was confident 
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that any delay in the progreſs of this meaſure would be taken ag 
a favour by moſt of thuſe on whom it was to operate. He 
therefore intreated that the ſecond reading might be poſtponed ty 
Tueſday. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had no great objection to ac. 
commodate any gentleman, when he could do fo conſiſtently with 
the diſcharge of his public duty. He would not oppoſe the defire 
of the honourable gentlenian. He could not help remarking, how- 
ever, that he thought the Committee was the ſtage in which the bill 
was to be diſcuſſed. He was under the neceſſity of remarking 
alſo, that very groſs miſrepreſentations, and conſequent miſappre- 
henſion, had gone abroad upon the ſubjedt of this bill. If the 
honourable gentleman would endeavour to correct theſe miſap— 
prehenſions in the interim, his time would be extremely well 
employed. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he was not aware of any miſrepreſenta- 
tion upon the bill; he was confident he never intended to miſte— 
preſent the matter, and he believed that he never did fo. He ſhould 
be glad to underſtand the right honourable gentleman, which, he 
proteſted, he did not at preſent. 

Mr. CURWEN ſaid, that, beyond all doubt, farther time was 
neceſſary before this bill ſhould be diſcuſſed. He had great rea- 
ſon for oppoſing it. Indeed he believed it would be impoſlible to 
carry it into execution. He believed that there was a greater num- 
ber of perſons than the Miniſter was aware of incapable of paving 
their aſſeſſments already. There were no leſs than one hundred 
and eighty-one in one pariſh who had been ſummoned for non-pay- 
ment ; many were mitigated, many only paid half, and many were 
totally excuſed. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he had the 
means, ought to be poſſeſſed of all information of this kind; and 
it ought to be laid before the Houſe before they proceeded upon 
this bill. As he never confided in the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, nor any part of his adminiſtration, even when we were in 
the moſt flouriſhing condition, it would be ſuperfluous to ſay that he 
did not confide in him now. If there were any miſrepreſentations 
gone forth, of which however he knew nothing, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ought to loſe no time in clearing the matter up. 
At all events, time ought to be allowed for every body to underſtand 
the bill. 

Mr. I. H. STRUTT obſerved, he doubted the accuracy of 
the honourable gentleman who had juſt preceded. The liſt was 3 
much imaller iſt. 

Mr. CURWEN faid, he held hi mſelf reſponſible for what he 
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ſaid. He had ſtated facts, and he would repeat them. The pariſh 
to which he alluded was Saint Andrew's Below the Bar. In that 
pariſh one hundred and eighty-one perſons were ſummoned for non- 
payment; twenty-one were mitigated to half, and thirty-one were 
totally excuſed. This, he ſaid, he had from the pariſh books. 
He would be as ſorry as any man to ſtate what he did not know, and 
as unwilling to recall what he knew to be true. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that before gentlemen drew conclu- 
fions upon this ſubjeR, it was material that they knew the reaſons of 
the perſons they alluded to being unable to pay, and why they were 
excuſed, or why any thing was mitigated. It did not ſeem to him 
to apply to the caſe of aſſeſſments. It ought to he recollected, that 
many perſons who might be charged from the aſſeſſment which they 
paid would be totally exempted from any new payment by reaſon of 
the fize of their income. He was glad the honourable gentleman 
had named the pariſh, for it might hereafter be ſeen how far this 
was a ſpecimen of the accuracy which was to be expected from thoſe 
who were fo ready to talk of the inability of perſons to pay their 
aſſeſſments. But the honourable gentleman ſaid, that a great many 
perfons would be unable to pay— Why ? Becauſe they are unable 
to pay their preſent rates. The honourable gentleman might have 
known, that this very meaſure excluded thoſe who were unable to 
pay their preſent rates, and to allow to others who were able, but 
whoſe ability was within a given limit, an abatement in proportion 
to that circumſcribed ability. If the honourable gentleman meant 
to ſay that ſome were excuſed altogether from paying their aſſeſſ- 
ments already, or that ſome of them were mitigated, he muſt ſay 
that ſuch a thing was impoſſible, becauſe nobody poſſeſſed as yet the 
power to excuſe or to mitigate the aſſeſſed duty. Probably the 
honourable gentleman confounded the aſſeſſed duties with the poor 
rates, and therefore it was that he became unintentionally in- 
accurate, 

Mr. CURWEN ſaid, he alluded to the poor rates; but he be- 
lieved the right honourable gentleman would find a great number 
of perſons alſo unable to pay the aſſeſſed duties. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that this was no proof whatever as 
to the aſſeſſed taxes. 

Mr. ELLISON ſaid, he conſidered that 19-20ths of the people 


of this country looked up to the great abilities of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer to reſcue us from our preſent difficulties. He then 

proceeded to obſerve, that although he approved of the principle of 

the plan, yet as ſome modification might be neceſſary, he owned he 

wiſhed for farther time to be prepared for that purpoſe. He was 
Vol. IV. 4D . 
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forry that the paper laid upon the table relative to the number of 
perſons who paid aſſeſſed taxes had been produced at all, becauſe he 
was well perſuaded it was moſt groſsly erroneous. He thought 
alſo, that the higher ranks of ſociety were not called upnn to pay 
ſufficiently to the public exigency. For theſe reaſons he wiſhed the 
ſecond reading of the bill to be delayed. 

'The order for the ſecond reading of the bill on Monday was then 
difcharged, and it was ordered that it be read a ſecond time on 
Tueſday next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that he ſhould propoſe the 
bill to be committed on Thurſday next. He then moved the order 
of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider farther of ways and means for railing a 
ſupply. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee accordingly, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that, according to the notice he 
gave on a former day, he now called the attention of the Com- 
mittee to a fipgle branch of the ways and means of the vear. He 
did not mean to bring forward any thing at preſent but a ſingle re- 
ſolution, which he intended as the foundation of a bill, which he 
ſhould afterwards propoſe to bring into the Houſe ; the object of 
which would be, to provide for the raiſing of three millions from 
the Bank. He ſhould take care to make proviſion for the re-pay- 
ment of that ſum by inſtallments, as he had formerly ſtated—the 
detail of which would naturally ariſe when the bill ſhould come be- 
fore the Houſe The reſolution he had now to propoſe was merely, 
that three millions be raiſed for the ſervice of the year on Ex- 
chequer bills, upon which he ſhould be ready, if any farther diſcuſ- 
fion ſhould ariſe. He then moved, That it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that towards raiſing the ſupply to be granted to His 
Majeſty, the ſum of three millions be raiſed on Exchequer bills, 
which was paſſed. | 

Mr. NICHOLLS then roſe, and proceeded nearly as follows :— 
In purſuance of a notice I gave ſome time ſince, I riſe to move a 
reſolution for applying certain parts of the emoluments of certain 
offices for the public ſervice during the war. In the motion I have 
to ſubmit, I follow a precedent. It is a meaſure that was adopted 
in the reign of William and Mary. I beg leave to take notice of 
what His Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid when J gave 
notice of the ſubject which I now bring forward. He ſuggeſted an 

idea, that this was an intended reflection on His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters. He ought to be too conſcious of the merit of his high charac- 
ter to ſuppoſe that any ſuch thing was intended. As to notions of 
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private wealth, I believe nobody can accuſe him ; he reſembles his 
father in that feature of his character. In that I admit he reſembles 
his illuſtrious anceſtor—I wiſh the reſemblance extended over the 
whole of his compoſition. I have no animoſity to placemen and 
penſioners ; many of them may render great ſervice totheir country. 
[ wiſh not to take any thing away from particular offices, which I 
ſuall hereafter mention, and for which I ſhall aſſign my reaſons. It 
was ſaid by a right honourable gentleman on a former night, that 
there was no difference between the emoluments of an office and the 
eſtate of a private gentleman ; that the one was as much property as 
the other. I ſhall not enter on the diſcuſſion of that ſubje now. 
There are two ſorts of places: one that depends on the pleaſure of 
the Crown, and others that are independent of it. As to offices 
that are dependent on the pleaſure of the Crown, they may be ſaid to 
be fairly enjoyed, becauſe they are ſuppoſed to be dependent on the 
talents of the perſons who enjoy them ; but in time of public emer- 
geney, they may be as fairly diminiſhed as the income of any other 
perſon is diminiſhed by taxes. The public have a right to ſay to a 
perſon holding a place, True it is that your ſalary was ſuch as we 
wiſhed vou to poſſeſs when we ourſelves were affluent ; but now cir- 
eumſtances are fo altered, that really we cannot now afford it.” As 
to the offices in which the grantee has a freehold intereſt, it is ob- 
ſervable, that in the time of William and Mary there was no dif- 
ference made between them and thoſe that were held at the pleaſure 
of the Crown. I think there ought to be a diſtinction, and there- 
tore the reſolution which I ſhall ſubmit to the Committee will be 
made to keep that diſtinction, for it will refer only to thoſe offices 
which are he!.! at the pleaſure of the Crown. Another difference 
which J intend to make is, in the ſum on which the reſolution 
ſhould attach: inſtead of 5ool., I ſhall propoſe 2,000l. With 
theſe variations the reſolution will be, in every other reſpect, the 
tame as that which paſſed the Houſe of Commons in the time of 
William and Mary nemine contradicente ; and the reaſon which was 
then alledged for it was, that owing to the great expences of the war, 
it was neceſſary to the public ſervice. If it was neceflary then, I 
preſume it will hardly be diſputed it is neceſſary now, for none can 
deny the diftreſs of the country. I do not conſider this as any great 
public reſource for carrying on the war, although in that reſpect it is 
not inconſiderable ; but if I ſucceed in this, I intend to follow it up 
with others reſpecting penſions, and the application of the civil liſt ; 
and I ſhould hope that it will produce ſome beneficial regulations. 
But I do this with another view, of more importance, in my opinion, 


than any aid which this may bring to the public ſervice. I thin 


222 


4 
4 
ts 


17 
ith 
4 
7 


Kar W 6% 

4 - he N 

* . 128 
— 


„ 
endo op — —ͤ— 
1 — — — 


396 PARLIAMENTARY a 


there are many, many men about the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
whole views ought to be changed ; and who ſhould be placed in x 
ſituation, in which they ſhall be intereſted in terminating the war. 
The right honourable gentleman ſees near and about him, many 
who are at preſent intereſted in the continuance of this war. He 
ſees about him a number of contractors, and money monopoliſts, 
who are, all of them, intereſted in the continuance of the war. I 
am ſorry for it. I wiſh he was ſurrounded only by thoſe who are 
intereſted in its termination. It is upon that principle, which is a 
principle of political regulation, more than a refource of revenue, 
that I bring forward this ſubject. He concluded with moving, 

« That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the falarics, tes, 
and perquiſites of all offices under the Crown, ſhall be applied to 
the uſe of the war, except ſuch as amount to 2, oool. per annum, 
which are to be allowed to all officers whoſe ſalaries, fees, and per- 
quilites, at preſent exceed 2, oool. per ann.; and alſo except that of 
the Lord Chencellor, the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, the 
Judges, Foreign Miniſters, and the commiſſioned Officers of His 
Majeſty's flects and armies, or any perſons who have a freehold in. 
tereſt in their reſpective offices.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. Before I proceed to trouble the Com- 
mittee with ſuch obſervations as occur to me on the refolution in- 
tended to be propoſed by the honourable gentleman, and on the 
principles he has laid down in his ſpeech, it may, perhaps, be not 
altogether foreign to the purpoſe, nor inconſiſtent with the reſpect 
due to the honourable gentleman, to ſuggeſt the probability that the 
reſolution, as it has been read by him and by the clerk at the table, 
if it means any thing at all, does not exactly mean that which the 
honourable gentleman ſeems to have intended. As I] have heard 
and underſtand it, and F ſhould rather ſuppoſe as the Houle alſo 
muſt underſtand it, it amounts fimply to this, that all ſalaries of 
office, but thoſe of two thouſand pounds a year value, with the ex- 
ception of the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the Judges, and ſome others, ſhall be applied to the uſe of the 
war. If, then, I comprehend it right, and this be the ſenſe of the 
wording of the reſolution as it has been read, what does it import 
but that all ſalaries, from two thouſand pounds and upwards, are to 
be reduced to two thouſand pounds ; and all from two thouſand 
downwards, even to fifty, are to be entirely taken away; Nov 
whether this reſolution is compatible with the honourable gent- 
man's general notions of political economy, or in uniſon with t 
tenor of the principles he profefſes—whether this is the way of 


making a diſtinction in favour of poverty againſt wealth, it is for 
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the honourable gentleman himſelf to judge, and J with him to re- 
ect upon it. But for my part, it appears to me to be ſo utterly 
incovgruous with his uſual ſentiments, and ſo unlike to the precedent 
on which he has grounded it, that I am led to believe the honoura- 
ble gentleman has made a ſmall miſtake ; if fo, I ſhould be ſorry 
to take advantage of it, and in candour with him to confider it, and 
to favour the Committee with an explanation, and tell them what 
it is he really mcans. 

Mr. NICHOLLS— Sir, the reſolution is miſunderſtood by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer : and I believe the wording will be 
found by no means to juſtify the right honourable gentleman's in- 
terpretations of it. 

The Clerk of the Houſe then read the reſolution. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT. It is now clear that nothing can be 
more umike the propolition which the honourable gentleman in- 
tended, and the precedent from which he ſupported himſelf for hav- 
ing taken it, than the reſolution now read. 


Mr. NICHOLLS—sSir, I afſure the Committee that I copied 


the Reſolution from that to which I have alluded ; I mean the Re- 


ſolution in the time of William and Mary ; word for word, with 
the exceptions and alterations I have already ſtated. I deſire that 
the clerk will turn back to that reſolution, and read it. 

The reſolution of the third of William and Mary was read. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT TI believe a more extraordinary miſap- 
plication of precedents has never occurred in or out of theſe walls. 
If it ſhould be made to appear that ſuch a reſolution had actually 
deen agreed to and ratified by the Houſe in the time of King Wil- 
liam, to agree to one at this day directly oppoſite to it as that now 
propoſed by the honourable gentleman, would indeed be a very ex- 
traordinary way of ſhewing reipect for, and adherence to precedents ; 
but there is a reaſon, and, in my opinion, no mean one, why you 
ought not to be altogether ſo much prejudiced by this precedent of 
King William, as to be diverted from the true principle of the 
queſtion before you, into a concurrence with that of the honourable 
gentleman ; if he had taken the pains to follow up the hiſtory of 
that reſolution a few pages farther, a gentleman of his great per- 
ſpicuity would, no doubt, have been able to find that reaſon. The 
reſolution was agreed to nemine contradicente, and being moved haſ- 
tily, was not worded with ſtrict grammatical accuracy. It ſo hap- 
pened, however, that what was thus haſtily voted without a diſſen- 
tient voice, when it came to be deliberately inveſtigated, on the 
bringing up a clauſe of a bill to carry it into effect, was rejected 
without a diviſion, as impolitic and abſurd. I therefore hope that 
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gentlemen will not, out of prejudice, or exceſſive fondneſs for pre- 
cedent, adopt that meaſure which has never been adopted before, 
nor admit that which was held to be a good reaſon for rejecting it 
in the time of King William, to be a good reaſon for adopting it 
now. As to the reſolution itfelf, in the form in which it has been 
moved, my great reſpect for the honourable gentleman, and my re- 
gard for the time and feeling of the Committee, will not allow me 
to diſcuſs it farther. 

Mr. NICHOLLS faid, he certainly did not mean that the reſo- 
tution ſhould extend to ſalaries under 2,000]. a vear. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT was glad to hear that explanation from 
the honourable gentleman ; for it would be exceedingly unfortu- 
nate for thoſe who would be the objects of the honourable gentle. 
man's propoſition, and, indeed, not very creditable to the Houſe, 
if, on this over-perſuaſion, and a too rigid adherence to a precedent 
unanimouſly agreed to by a Committee, but rejected without a di- 
viſion by the Houſe, a meaſure was adopted which would take from 
all perſons holding offices under Government of leſs than 2,000. 
a year, the whole of their income. However, as the honourable 
gentleman has given up that point, and confines himſelf merely to 
thoſe who poſſeſs ſalaries of more than 2,000]. a year, I will 
ſhortly ſtate to the Committee my reaſons for thinking that idea no 
leſs abſurd than the other. The honourable gentleman propoſes 
the tax as a reſource for the expences of the war, and has taken with 
one large comprchenſive ſweep of his compaſs, all offices from 
2,000. a year up to , oool., without any diſtinction, any ſcale, 
or any gradation. But while he comes forward with this as a re- 


tource, why does he not ſtate to the Committee what he expects 


to draw from it? Has he conſidered to how much, even the whole 
of thoſe offices that are above 2, oool. a year, would amount in the 
groſs? From the gravity of the honourable gentleman's character 
and deportment, the Committee have a right to expect from him 
more foreſight and preciſion, and to call upon him to lay before 
them a liſt of the perſons to be taxed, and a well-digeſted eſti mate 
of the ſum he calculates to draw from taxing them. But let us, 
Sir, confider upon the broad baſis of principle and ſound policy, the 
ſcale of contribution propoſed by the honourable gentleman. Will 
it be ſaid that there are no qualifying circumſtances which keep pace 
with the various gradations of falary, and render the higher propor- 
' tionate to thoſe below? Will it be contended that there is no diſ- 
tinction in ſituation between thoſe who have ſalaries of two thouſand 
a year, and thoſe who have twice as much? Ts there no difference 
in the importance of the truſt, in the labour, in the talents, in the 
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qualifications, in the reſponſibility, and in the claſs of life in which 
they ſtand ? Is there no allowance to be made for ſuch circum- 
ftances 2 Will the honourable gentleman, in the fulneſs of his 
equitable economy, ſay, that the ſame gradation ought not to be ob- 
ler ved in taxing office, as in taxing property? And if not, how 
will he be able to account for dealing out ſuch unequal meaſure as 
he has attempted in theſe two caſes? Inveighing in his elevated 
tone of declamation againſt the diſproportion of the aſſeſſed taxes to 
the property of the claſſes taxed, and yet holding forth a plan of indiſ- 
etiminate taxation, ſweeping down all to a level - exacting from an 
oftice of two thouſand five hundred a year, one fifth; from an office 
of four thouſand, one-half; from one of fix thouſand, two-thirds. 
Sir, according to my notion of the nature of taxation, this is a 
principle which cannot be for a moment ſupported. But, Sir, 
whatever interpretation may invidiouſly be given to my obſerva- 
tions, and implicated though I am myſelf in what I ſhall hereafter 
ſay upon that ſubject, I do not heſitate to confeſs, and I ſay it with 
the candour, the confidence, and che firmneſs which the occaſion de- 
mands, that the principle on which I chiefly reſt my objection to 
the taxing of office, is this; that official income is leſs than any 
other ſpecies of income given for the private enjoyment, or perſonal 
eratification of thoſe who poſſeſs it. To thoſe who view them ab- 
ſtractedly, the ſituation of perſons high in officeappears ſplendid, and 
envy and malignity attribute to them an exceſs of private gratifica- 
tions they never experienced, and of perſonal repoſe which they 
never enjoy. The fituation of a younger brother, whoſe public 
ſtation confers upon him the means, and induces upon him the ne- 
ceſſity of maintaining an appearance equal to thoſe of large heredi- 
tary rank and property, is looked up to with ſtupid malevolence, 
and viewed with an eye of envious exaggeration ; but any one who 
looks to their ſituation with impartial views, and attentively ex- 
amines how much of their incomes is applied to perſonal gratifica- 
tion, will find, that in this reſpeR, they are much below the gene? 
ral claſs of opulent ſociety ; that the far greater part of their expen- 
ditureis a tribute to the ſtation they fill, and to that appearance 
it is neceſſary for them to aſſume, in order to maintain an equality 
with thoſe whom hereditary wealth have elevated to the higheſt 
ranks in the community. If in a free country like this, the per- 
ons who fill the office of the higheſt truſt and reſponſibility were to 
de ſelocted as objects of taxation, it would indeed be extraordinary. 
But if it were ſo, and in the evil ſpirit of ſuch a principle, they 
were to be diveſted of their income, and with it exempted from the 
neceſſity of preſerving the ſplendor of their appearance, what would 
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they loſe? Nothing intrinſically gratifying; no not on: four 
perſonal enjoyment out of the four and twenty would be abridgef 
by ſuch a defalcation; but how far they ought to be taxeq, 283 
political queſtion, is a ſubje& worth conſideration. Before any cas. 
or ſpecies of income can with jultice, or policy, or prudence, be fe. 
lected for taxation, the perſon who propoſes to ſelect them ought to 
de able to ſhew, either that they are already too lightly taxed, or 
that they are, from their diſtinct circumſtances, objects peculiarly 
fitted for great and extraordinary burdens. In laving the taxes for 
the ſupplies of the preſent year, the criterion that has been choſen 
is the former aſſeſſed taxes, liable to certain exceptions, moYifica- 
tions, and deductions ; and this criterion has been ſelected as the 
beſt poſſible mode of apportioning the tax to tangible property of 
every denomination. Now, Sir, I ſhould be glad to hear what re. 
gulation in that tax goes to exclude the property of perſons in office 
from aſſeſſment? is the income of the gentlemen in office leſs tan- 
gible than that of other perſons * Is a ſmaller portion of their in- 
come, than of the income of gentlemen whoſe opulence is not the 
fruit of their own labour, but is protected and ſecured to them by 
law, as the fruits of their progenitor's induſtry, ſpent in objects ct 
taxation? Nay, do they not ſpend much more? And ſhall it be 
ſaid that while in the form of that great expenditure, neceſſarily at- 
tached to their ſtation, they pay more of the ordinary taxes in pro- 
portion than any other claſs in ſociety, they ſhall be ſtudicuſly and 
induſtriouſly marked out as objects of oppreſſive taxation in another 
way ? Is there any reaſon why a perſon labouring for his income 
ſhall be more taxed than the man who poflefles an independent 
landed property? or rather as, on the contrary, ſuch an income is 
much leſs durable, ſubject to larger compulſory expenditure, and at- 
tended with a heavy duty, ſhould not the diflinction, if any there 
were, be in his favour? In every tax upon conſumptjon, in every 
ſumptuary tax, the man in office contributes, I am ſure, at leaſt as 
much as any other in the tate, and I believe it can hardly be main- 
tained that he ought to contribute more. The only argument that 
ſeem to impreſs the honourable gentleman as being of real weight 
in favour of his motion is, that it will intereſt Miniſters in making 
peace; and although he has this night lowered his tone, and a- 
ſumed a milder mode of expreſſion, he at firſt did certainly mention 
the tax as a threat; for he ſaid, that if I perſiſted in my plan of 
aſſeſſed taxes, he would perſiſt in bringing forward this propoſition. 
It was evidently, then, a menace ; for if he had any true reaſon to 
offer for taxing ſalaries of office, why ſhould his bringing it forward 
depend upon my refraining from bringing forward my taxes? but 
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now that menace is laid aſide, and is taken up as a puniſhment on 
Miniſters for paſt errors, or a correction for future ones. But 
is this the principle of the boaſtful Patriot, the Reformer? Is this 
the extent of his purity, to avow that he brings forward a meaſure, 
not on the broad bottom of its own merit, but with a view to give 
Miniſters ſo great an intereſt in the attainment of peace as would 
induce them without conſideration of the means or the conſequences, 
and without regard to their public duty, but merely for their own 
private purpoſes, to obtain a peace? If the war has been com- 
menced in error, proſecuted with feebleneſs, and continued in cor- 
rupt obſtinacy, do not adopt a bad meaſure to puniſh the authors of 
it, or to correct their future conduct, but addreſs the King to re- 
move them from his councils, as legiflators ; do not make the pri- 
vate intereſt of Miniſters a temptation to them to be guilty of a vio- 
lation of their public faith and a breach of their duty, and from 
fordid, corrupt, and undue motives, to ſacrifice the deareſt intereſts 
of their country. 

Mr. CURWEN ſaid, that in the preſent ſituation of the coun- 
try, every man was called upon to make facrifices, and the ſtruggle 
we had to maintain could alone be ſupported by economy in our ex- 


penditure. He was not diſpoſed, however, to ſupport the motion 


in its preſent ſhape. If the right honourable gentleman, however, 
would come forward with ſome ſuch propoſition, though the ſum 
which would come in aid of the public ſervice might be ſmall, the 
ſeeling which it would inſpire in the country would be of the ut- 
moſt importance, 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that though the extrava- 
gance and abſurdity of the motion brought forward by the honoura- 
ble gentleman had already been fo ſucceſsfully expoſed by his right 
honourable friend, he could not help making a few remarks upon 
ſome of the poſitions that had been laid down, The honourable 
gentleman tells us, that his object is not to raiſe revenue; his mo- 
tion is intended for other purpoſes. What, then, were theſe pur- 
poſes? Why the honourable gentleman is deſirous of peace, and 
he therefore propoſes to ſubject Miniſters to a fine while the war 
continues! This was a whimſical idea ſure enough, eſpecially when 
it was conſidered that the ſentiments of the Houſe and of the country 
had already been expreſſed upon the ſubject, and when it was ma- 
nifeſt that peace at preſent could not be obtained. The honourable 
gentleman, knowing the ſentiments of the Houſe, ſeemed deſirous 
to entrap them into a meaſure contrary to their ſentiments, to draw 
them into a concurrence with that wiſh for peace which he felt, even 
contrary to their judgement, It was ſomething like the mode re- 
Vor, IV. 3 F 
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commended to little boys to catch birds hy throwing falt upon thei; 
tails, to do that which was in fact no longer wanted. The honour. 
able gentleman, knowing that he could not catch the Houſe any 


other way, was ainxious to puzzle and perplex them, and draw them - 


by throwing ſalt on their rails, to do that which would be equally 
inconſiſtent on their ſentiments, and foclift; in his own, But then 
came the honourable gentleman's great aucettion of general peliey, 
As the bonourable gentleman, however, was an advocate for the 
new principles of Government, a zcalous partizan of reform, it 
really might have been expected that his great ſcheme of policy 
ſhould have been a little more dignified in defign, and a little mere 
unexceptionable in point of morality. The happineſs of this part 
of the honourable gentleman's ſpeceh had al:cady been ſo well ex- 
poſed by his right hunourable friend that he had few remarks to 
offer upon it. "To centuore purity by giving men a corrupt intereſt 
was, in truth, a very whimfical idea fora reformer ; and togive judges 
a biaſs in favour of a fide was indeed a ſtrange way of pro uring an 
.Imparital deciſion. Such a plan was neither very wiſe in point of 


policy nor great in conception. Did the honourable gentleman 


really think that a few hundred pounds to men who, if ſo corrupt as 
they were repreſented, had fo many temptations to withſtand, and 
ſuch means of making up for what might thus be taken from them, 
could be an object to influence their cnduct againſt their judgement: 
By what ſcale the honvarable gentleman judged he could not com- 
prehend, when he imagined that thiſe men whoſe power was de- 
ſcribed as equal to involve whole nations in war, and to prolong it 
at their pleaſure, were to be induced to change their ſyſtem for the 
conſideration of a few hundred pounds. But tlie ru'ers of States 
were to have an intereſt in preferving peace ! "This deſire of peace, 
if it could be made univerſal among the rulers of States, might per- 
haps be of ſome advantage in preferving general tranquillity, but not 
to make it the particular intereſt of the rulers of a particular tate 
to cultivate peace, might ultimately ſubject that State to the pt 
unjuſt claims, to unprovoked aggreſſions, and to the moſt pariial 
injuſtice. "Till the honourable gentleman could make the miid, 
pacific, juſt, and conciliatorv ſpirit of the French Republic univerſal, 
he feared we muſt go on as we had done before. Men might differ, 
no doubt, in their judgement of the nceeſſity of war; but as to the 
gcneral propoſition, it could ſcarcely be doubted that the evils of war 
might, in the compariſon, be leſs than the evils of not going to War: 
There were then ſuch things as juſt and neceffary wars. Nay, the 
honourable gentleman himſelf muſt aſſent to the general propoſition; 
for he was, no doubt, conyinced, that ſuch was the nature of the 
| | I 
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war which France now waged againſt this country. The ſcvils ef 
war miglit then be leſs than the evils of not going to war, and therc= 
fore might be neceſſary. Neceſſary they might not be in that ſen'e 
that nations might be compelled to go to war Thus, for inſtance, 
what the honourable gentleman probably would recommend, an 
Ambaſſador might be forced into Trance, and peace procured, by 
an unconditional ſubmiſſion to every thing which the enemy might 


rack. He hoped, however, that the country would not be up, or 


rather down, to ſuch a procceding. It being evident then that we 
could not be ſure that war would not be neceffary, it certainly would 
be unwiſe to make it the intereſt of rulers not to go to war, what- 
ever might be the neceſſity on which they were placed. He did 
not know even that the greateſt danger was, that the rulers of a 
country would be prone to war. Ilie evils of war were more 
obvious, more preſent, more alarming to the imagination, than tlie 
evils that might ariſe from not gving fo war. The latter required 
more confideration, more reſlexion, a greater regard for the intereſt 
of poſterity, becauſe they were more diſtant. He did not fee how, 


therefore, there ſhould be ſuch danger of rulers being more inclined . 


to war than peace; as a general propoſition then, noihing could be 
worſe founded than the motion of the honourable gentleman. In- 
deed he wondered how ſo weak a meaſure could come from a per- 
- fon of the honourable gentleman's gravity and knowledge. Surely 
the honourable gentleman had unknowingly received a fee which 
had biaſſed his underſtanding ; he had allowed his zeal for peace 
to miſlead his judgement, and he had therefore reverſed the gene- 
ral rule, in order to make it apply to this particular caſe. There 
was ſometlüng which dropped from another honourable gentleman, 
Mr. Curwen), on which he could not refrain from making a few 
Wrvations, The honourable gentleman ſaid, that, though ſuch a 
meaſure as that propoſed might be little to the revenue, it would be 
of infinite advantage, by the feeling which it would inſpire in the 
country, The honourable gentleman conſeſſes that the meaſure 
would not remove any of the burdens which the people feel; conſe- 
quently in this reſpest, ir would be a complete deluſion. What, 
then, would be its effect? The people would not thank the ho- 
nourable gentleman for ſuch a meaſure. If it is meant that they 
would be glad to ſee others pay becauſe they pay themſelves, this 
was a feeling which ought not to be gratified. By ſuch paltry aQs 
as theſe it was ſometimes attempted to enflame, ſometimes to cajole, 
tae people. Any feeling by ſuch means he was not willing to ex- 
cle he utterly diſclaimed all ſhare in practiſing ſuch artifices and 
4 . ſons, Something was ſaid about the difference between the 
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ſalaries of office and incomes arifing from a landed eſtate. Upon 
this point his right honeurable friend had given ſufficient explana- 
tion. By the language which ſometimes was held upon the ſubjeq, 
and the alluſions to the burdens which the poor and rich reſpeQively 
ſuſtained, it ſeemed as if gentlemen thought that the rich felt no ſhare 
of the burden, but that wars were a kind of ſhow for their amuſement. 
If it was to be always ſaid the rich ſhould ſupport the whole bur- 
den, it would not be thoſe who derived income from land, who 
would be moſt obnoxious to the poorer claſſes, and it would be 
much earſier to perſuade them upon the hypotheſis that the rich 
ſhould pay all, that thoſe who had landed property ought to pay 
more than thoſe who had ſalaries, and were ſuppoſed to perform 
ſome labour in return for it. Upon theſe points of general doe- 
trine he had thought it important to ſay ſomething, rather as they 
roſe out of the motion, than were neceſſary to the diſeuſſion of it in 
its preſent ſhape. The doctrines which had been urged in favour 
of the motion he conceived to be extremely miſchievous, and there- 
fore it was the more important that they ſhould be examined. It 
had been ſtated rather in a particular manner as an objcQion to 
ſpeeches in that Houſe that they contained addreſſes to the paſſions. 
The addreſſes thus cenſured, however, were not addreſſes tc the low 
paſſions, they were not directed to the illiterate, to thoſe who, from 
their ſituation were diſqualified to decide great and important queſ- 
tions. They were addreſſes to the paſſions through the underſtand- 
ing, ſanctioned by oratory, calculated to rouſe indignation againſt 
that which merited indignation. Thoſe addreſſes to the paſſions 
which appealed to the low paſſions, which appealed to them without 
at all applying to the underſtanding, addreſſes to the illiterate, to 
thoſe who could not judge and decide upon the queſtions to which 
they related, were ſuch as he muſt reprobate in the ſevereſt manner. 
Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that gentlemen upon the other fide 
ſeemed rather to have availed themſelves of this opportunity to in- 
dulge in inveQive againſt his honourable friend, who, by the can- 
dour of his proceeding, had ſo little deſerved it, than to ſpeak to the 
motion itſelf. He would aſk the Houſe, whether his hgnourable 
friend had treated the ſubject in ſuch a manner as to call forth re- 
prehenſion? In opening the ſubject he had made no appeals to the 
paſſions, and he believed altogether he did not detain the Houſe five 
minutes. His honourable friend had not, perhaps, ſufficiently con- 
ſidered the ſhape in which his motion was made, but he was ſure 
that his intentions were good, and the principles by which theſe 15 
tentions were guided, well founded. To the latter, whatever nd 
cule he might incur, he was ready to ſubſcribe, Theſe principles 
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might be ſubject of merriment to gentlemen on the other fide ; the 
mirth of theſe gentlemen was ſo much in uniſon with the temper of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that when he ſmiled he was not 
ſorpriſed that they laughed. The reſolution which, with a mere 
error of tranſcription, formed the model of the preſent motion, had 
been paſſed in times fully as good as the preſent, and by a Parlia- 
ment, no offence to the preſent, fully as much enlightened ; he 
could not ſee, therefore, what reaſon there was for the ſneer which 
the right honourable gentleman had indulged. It certainly was the 
intention of the honourable gentleman, if the principle had been re- 
cognized, to have applicd it in different gradations to particular 
cafes. , For his part, he never conſidered the meaſure in the nature 
of a puniſhment, nor would he countenance ſuch an idea. He 
agreed that a liberal allowance ſhould be made to thoſe who diſ- 
charged great public offices. He had never given a vote with 
greater pleaſure than that which he gave the laſt time he had the 
honour of being in Parliament, to increaſe the ſalary of that gentle- 
man who ſo honourably filled the chair of that Houſe. Still, how- 
ever, he could not help feeling indignation when he ſaw the allow- 
ances of office perverted, and the emoluments of men increaſing 
with tne war; nor was his indignation leſſened when he heard ſuch 
things defended by the right honourable gentleman, in whoſe office 
they exiſted, is object was to prevent the right honourable gen- 
tleman from baiting his trap with theſe cheeſe parings, and from 
drawing his candle acroſs the houſe to bring the rats to any fide he 
choſe. He agreed with the right honourable gentleman, that thoſe 
who poſſeſſed high ſalaries of office would feel the burdens that 
were to be impoſed on the countr's. For his own part, he could 
not ſupport the motion, unleſs it were modified and explained. 
Where great abilitics were placed in a high fituation, and where 
they came into it without any any other means of ſupporting the 
rank to which it belonged ; but when the ſalary of office was a 
gratuity, was a hoard, and an undiminiſhed ſource of gain to a per- 
fon who brought a large fortune into public ſituations, he thought 
the caſe was very different. A noble Lord in that Houſe had 
boaſted of his ſtake in the country, and talked loudly for the con- 
tinuance of the war. The connections of that noble Lord had cer- 
 tainly a very conſiderable ſtake in the continuance of the war. 
A noble Marquis (Buckingham), not a Member of the Cabinet, 
had a very lucrative oitice, the profits of which roſe very eonſidera- 
bly by the war. When ſuch was the caſe, he was not ſo much ſur- 
priſed to ſee the relations of thoſe who profited ſo much by the wor 
fo ſtrenuous in its ſupport. When gentlemen argued againſt the 
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motion, as a ſtrange way of compelling the Cabinet to peace by 
taking from them a tew hundred pounds, they argued againſt thy: 
which was never thougi:t of. It never was imagined that the Ca- 
binet could be influenced by the loſs of a fc hur.dred pounds ; but 
it was thought, that to take away the projits they derived {rem the 


ſyitem, might have conſiderable weight upon many who were its 


ſupporters. Such, certainly, was the caic with many. Tn the ar 
ticle of barracks, was there not an extravagant number of appoint- 
ments ariſing out of the war for the advantage of its partizans ? 
Was not the Tranſport-office intereſted in the continuance of de 
war? Was not the office of War Secretary intereſted in the cm- 
tinuance of the war, to which it owed its exiſtence? Was there 
not ſomething in the conſideration, that with the end of the war 
their profits would be diminiſhed, ſufficient to warp the underſtand- 
ing? On theſe grounds he hoped his honourable friend would 
bring forward this ſubject in another ſhape. He could not vote for 
the motion as an abſtract meaſure ; but when the times were ſuch 
as to call for a tenth part of the income of individuals, it was the 
duty of the Houſe to take care that, by the very operation of the 
war, the incomes of certain men ſhould not rife to ten times more 
than it would be in time of peace. He did not wiſh that the people 
ſhould be convinced that thoſe in office had a fellow-feeling with 
them. When the people of this country read in the newſpapers, 
not plcaſantrics ariſing out oi the diſputes of contending partics, but 
Reports of the Committee of Finance, which proved that there wer: 
men who did gain, and gain conſiderably, by the war, was there any 
wonder that they ſaid that this war was a war in which its partizans 
were very much intereſted in its continuance * He differed from 
thoſe who thought that the object propoſed would produce little in 
aid of the revenue. | He believed that, if well regulated, it would 
produce a conſiderable ſum, eſpecially in the article of the collection 
of the revenue. The collection of the revenue at preſent, as appeared 
from the Report of the Committec of Finance, coſt a million and 
half; the civil liſt amounted to a million; and was it too much to 
ſay, that a well- modified tax on theſe objects would produce a very 
conſiderable ſum for the public ſervice? He by no means ſup— 
ported this principle in the view of a puniſhment on Miniſters, 
but to do away the unfavourable impreſſion that all wars are for the 
benefit of thoſe who conduct them, and that this war, moſt of all, 
is liable to the imputation. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that three-fourths of the honour- 
able gentleman's ſpeech had no relation to the point. The queſtion 
was not, whether the emoluments of effice in any caſe were {09 
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large, but whether they ſhould be diminiſhed when the labour was 
increaſed * As to what was faid relative to the expence of collection 
be the honourable gentleman, the finance Reports ſtated no ſuch 
thing ; and the fact is, that at no period has ſo much revenue been 
raifed with ſo ſmall an addition to the expence of management, as 
had been in the taxes lately impoſed. As to the emoluments of 
office ariſing with the war, the honourable gentleman had ſtated as 
an inſtance, one of thoſe offices which he propoſed to except from 
any additional charge ; this was the office of Teller in the Ex- 
chequer, an office which the noble Marquis inherited from his fa- 
ther, on whom it had bcen beſtowed as a reward for long and labo- 
nous ſervices. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR faid, the great profits in his 
office aroſe from regulations eſtabliſhed before he was born; and if 
there was any blame, it did not apply to him. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that the right honourable Secretary had 
imputcd to him opinions, ſome of which he had never entertained, 
others of which he acknowledged he did entertain: and as the right 
lonourable Secretary had deviated from the queſtion to obſcrvations 
on his principles, he truſted he ſhould be permitted to ſtate what his 


principles were. He ſaid, the right honourable Secretary had accuſed 


tim of being attached to French principles. The expreſſion, 
French principles, had a very indefinite meaning ; if, by the ex- 
preſſion, the right honourable Secretary meant that he wiſhed to ſee 
a pure repreſentative government eſtabliſhed in this country, he de- 
nicd the aſſertion. If the right honourable gentleman meant, that 
he was an admirer of the government now eſtabliſhed in France, 
cven that aſſertion was not true; for he thought that there were ſo 
many defects in the exiſting conſtitution of France, that it was not 
probable that it would be of long duration, But the right honour- 
able Secretary had ſaid, that he was a friend to Parliamentary Re- 
form. He acknowledged that he was ; but if by Parliamentary 
Reform the right honourable Secretary meant that he either was, or 
ever had been, a friend to univerſal ſuffrage, he denied the aſſertion. 
He thought that the Government was veſted by the laws in a King, 
a Houſe of Lords, and a Houſe of Commons, every Member of 
which was to be elected by a body of the commonalty ; and that 
the law of the land was violated whenever a Peer, directly or in- 
directly, influenced the election of a Member in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. This he confidered as the Conftitution—and he belicved 
that the calamitous war in which we are now engaged, had been the 
conſequence of our having ſuffered this Conftitution to be violated. 
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The Peers, proprietors of boroughs, had involved this country in 
war, from an apprehenſion that the Commons of England might be 
awakened by the example of France to the aſſertion of their rights, 
and might deprive the uſurpers of that power which they had unlaw- 
fully aſſumed. He acknowledged that he was the enemy of this 
uſurped power, and that he would uſe every effort for its deſtruction. 
He faid he was led to this as much by loyalty to the King, as by at- 
tachment to the rights of the Commons; for the prerogatives of the 
King, and the privileges of the reſt of the Nobility, muſt ultimately 
periſh, if this uſurping oligarchy was not deſtroyed. He then ap. 
plied himſelf to anſwer the arguments of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. He admitted that the preſent reſolution went only to the 
diminution of the emoluments, where they exceeded 2, oool. a year, 
But he faid, that if this reſolution had been adopted by the Com- 
mittee, it was his intention to have propoſed other reſolutions for the 
diminution of penſions, and ſome offices under 2,000l. a year. 
He acknowledged the defect from the want of gradation in the ſcale 


of emoluments. He was aware that the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer deſerved a more ample ſtipend than a non-efhicient Member 
of the Cabinet : but he had been atraid of diſtinguiſhing the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, left he might be ſuppoſed to have done fo 
invidiouſly, and with a view of marking him as a man attached to 
the emolumeats of office. But he was far from having ſuch a wiſh. 
He was perſuaded that no man diſregarded private wealth more than 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer; in that he reſembled his illuſtrious 
father. He wiſhed he reſembled him in other qualities. The right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer had received by deſcent an 
inheritance the moſt ſplendid and the moſt extenſive ; it was an in- 
heritance acquired by his father; it conſiſted of the affections and 
gratitude of his country; it could be deſtroyed by the r;ght honour- 
able gentleman himſelf only: it was true the right honourable gcn- 
tleman had waſted it; but he believed it might till be recoverct., 
and reſtored to all its former ſplendor : and he aſſured the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, that no man in that Houſe would feel more 
pleaſure than himſelf at ſeeing it reſtored to all its former beauty. 
But if the right honourable gentleman wiſhed to reſtore it, he muſt 
ſeparate himfelf from thoſe who were advocates for the bellum inlerne- 
cinum. He muſt ſeparate himſelf from thoſe who thought, “ that 
if peace brought reform, that reform would be revolution.“ [Mr. 
Nicholls here alluded o an expreſſion employed by the Secretary 
at War. | He mutt ſeparate himſelf from thoſe who were advocates 
for the uſurped power of Peers, propricturs of boroughs. In one 
word, he muſt tread back bis fteps 3 he mult reſtune the maxims of 
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his father : he muſt become the man of his country, and endeavour 
to extricate it from its ſurrounding dangers. 

Mr. Nicholls then withdrew his motion. 

The Hove was then reſumed, and the report was ordered to be 
received on Monday. 


Monday, December 11. 


M. R. P. CAREW reported from the Committee appointed to 
try the merits of the Newton election petition, that it was the deter- 
minati n of the ſaid Committee that the right of voting for the bo- 
rough of Newton, in the county palatine of Lancaſter, is exclufively 
veſted in the freemen or burgeſſes of the faid borough ; that is to 
ſay, in any perſon ſeiſed of a corporeal eſtate of freehold in any 
houſc, buildings, or lands, within the borough, of the value of forty 
ſhillings a year and upwards; end in caſe of joint tenants, or 
tenants in common, that no more than one perſon has a right to 
vote for one and the ſame houſe and tenement— That the peti- 
tioner, Peter Patten, Eſq. is duly c ed, and ought to have been 
returned for the ſaid borough, and that neither the petition, nor 
the oppoſition to it, appeared to the Committee to be frivolous or 
vexatious. 

The report of the Committee of Ways and Means was received, 
and a bill for raifing three millions by Exchequer bills, &. was or- 
dercd to be brought in. 


Tueſday, December 1 2. 


At four o'clock, there being only thirty-fix Members preſent, the 
Speaker adjourned the Houſe till to-morrow. 


Wedneſday, December 1 3. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT poſtponed the ſecond reading of the 
Aſſeſſed- tax bill till to-morrow. He ſaid, he would then move to 
have it committed on Monday. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a bill for raifing three mil- 
lions on Exchequer bills, which was read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. TIERNEY moved that the papers brought up from the 
Exchequer be printed, which was ordered. D 
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Thurſday, December 14. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, that the bill for raiſing a ſum 
for the ſupplies of the year by an increaſed aſſeſſment of taxes, be 
read a ſecond time. 

Mr. WIGLEY faid, he would not ſuitter the bill to be read a 
ſecond time without ſuch oppoſition as he was able to give it. He had 
entertained hopes that the buſineſs would have been taken up by 
other gentlemen more qualified to do it juſtice, and to ſhew how ſal- 
lacious the ſtatements of the Chancellor of the Exchequer had been; 
but ſeeing that the queſtion was about to be put withoyt meeting 
the oppoſition he had expected, he would not ſo far abandon his 
duty as to give a ſilent negative, but would ſtate to the Houſe ſome 
of the objections to it that aroſe in his mind. The Houſe would 
remembet, that at the opening of the ſeſlion, the ſpeech from the 
Throne (which muſt be conſidered as the ſpeech of the Minitter) 
ſtated, that the reſources of the country were ample, vet the preſent 
meaſure went the length ot ſaying, in contradiction to that ſpeech, 
that the funding reſource was exhauſted, and that, to avoid laying 
a greater weight upon it than it would bear, the people muſt ſubmir 
to a novel, unprecedented, vexatious, and, to ſome elaſſes, oppreſſive 
mode of taxation. As the voice of the country was now very loud 
againſt it, he had entertained ſome hopes that the Miniſter would 
have abandoned it, and thought of ſome means of a better Kind ; but 
ſorry he was to find that it was the right honourable gentleman's intention 
obſtinately to perſiſt in a meaſure ſo impolitie and unjuſt, which bort 
entirely on the middling ranks of the people, inaſmuch as the lower 
and the higher were entirely exempted from it. —| Mr. Wigley was 
here interrupted by a burſt of applauſe and clapping of hands in 
the Lobby, with a cry of © Clear the Lobby,” uccrtioned by Mr. 
Fox's pailing through to the Houſe—Every one in the Gallery 2 
as with one impulſe, and the effect ſeemed to coν¹¹¹¹νανοαννννοitfelf 5 
the Houſe. |—Mr. Wigley then proceeded, and ſaid, that as N 


| Chancellor of tlie Exchequer ſeemed to be puſhing forward blindly 


in the dark, and not to be aware of the true circumſtances of the 
people, and their means of making the tax effectual by paying l, 
he earneſily exhorted the Houſe, before they ſo far pledged them. 
ſelves to the principle of the bill by agreeing to its being read a fe- 
cond time, to call the Collectors of the Revenue before the Houſe, 
in order to their being examined at the bar. Their report, he w 
ſure, would induce the right honourable gentleman to pauſe, and 
abandon the ſcheme altogether. 

2 
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Mr. HENRY THORNTON ſaid, that he had received the 


particular and unanimous inſtructions of his conſtituents to oppoſe 
the bill —at a meeting which was held by them for that purpole— 
not only the particular proviſions, exemptions, and modifications of 
the bill, but the principle alſo were unanimouſly condemned. For 
his part, were he to ſpeak merely his own ſentiments, he would wiſh 
the bill to go to a Committee, in order to ſee how far it might be 
new- modelled, and rendered more palatable to all claſſes of people; 
but they in their inſtructions (his conſtituents) had been ſo earneſt 
and unanimous, that le muſt give the motion a decided negative. 
Ke, however, wiſhed that a longer time was given for conſidering 
it; it would become tlie Chancellor of the Exchequer to allow that 
delay, and equally become the repreſentatives of the people to con- 
ſult their conſtituents, and fee how the various provifions of the bill 
would be found to affect and bear upon the different claſſes which 
fell under them. At the ſame time, lic ſaid, it was a part of his 
buſineſs to inform the Houſe, that the greater part of his conſtitu- 
ents, and all thoſe he converſed with ; and he would ſay the fame 
for himſelf, were diſpoſed to pay the muſt liberal contribution, if it 
were only laid equally in proportion to the power of bearing it; but 
he much feared the preſent bill would not anſwer that deſcription. 
He ſaid he had heard, and he believed it was generally underſtood, 
that the men of property through the country were warm and zca- 
lous to come forward with liberal contributions to ſupport the war, 
it meaſures were taken to diffuſe the tax ſo equally as that none 
ſnould be left out. He ſaid, that from the obſervations he had been 
able to make, he could not help thinking that the bill was, in ſome 
reſpects, miſunderſtood by the people ; for while he and his right ho- 
nourable friend conſidered the bill, taking the aſſeſſed taxes only as 
tie means of judging where the new tax ought to be laid, they con- 
hdercd it as a tax upon the articles which were aſſeſſed, and had 
therefore come to the reſolution to diſcontinue the uſe, or, at leaſt, to 
diminiſh their conſumption. The circumſtance of ſo many watch- 
makers and coachmakers being put out of employment ſhould ſug- 
geſt to the Miniſter the neceſſity of conſidering how far the tax 
might induce the people to leave off the ute of thoſe articles. It was 
true the tax might, notwitliſtanding the general diminution of con- 
ſumption, be made productive to the cltimated amount for one year, 
but the next year it would be impoſiible to counteraQ their effects, 
for they would then be entitled to exemption ; ſo that in that way 
the tax would, he feared, be found not to conduce to the end in 
view, for the exemptions would be ſo numerous that a far greater 
Part of the tax would be done away. Thoſe were his ſentiments 
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upon the meaſure as it now ſtood ; but as he thought that there ex- 
iſted leſs exceptionable means of accompliſhing the end propoſed, 
he earneſtly wiſhed the bill might be poſtponed to ſearch for thoſe 
means, and take them into confideration. On the great funda- 
mental principle of the bill he completely coincided with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, for he felt and was convinced of the great 
advantage of raiſing a large ſum within the year ; and was fo far 
firmly and unalterably decided on that point, that if he thought 
there was no other method of accompliſhing it but that now under 
conſideration, he would adopt it without farther heſitation. And he 
concluded with ſaying, that if the bill ſhould go to a Committee, 
he would contribute his utmoſt endeavours to its modification and 
improvement. 

Mr. YORKE obſerved, that as he thought this bv far the moſt 
1mportant meaſure he had ever been witneſs to in Parliament, he 
ſhould think he had deſerted his duty if he declined to offer the 
Houſe his ſentiments upon it. From the firſt moment that he had 
been able to think of any political ſubject he had adopted the opi- 
nion laid down in an old book, that it was his duty and the duty of 
every man, to do every thing that could tend to abate the pride, to 
aſſuage the malice, and to confound the devices of our enemies. 
In the true ſpirit of this old principle, he faid, he had ſupported 
Miniſters, being convinced in his conſcience, from the outſet of the 
conteſt, that the war was juſt, neceſſary, and unavoidable, and that 
we had nothing left for us to do with an enemy that ſought our 
utter deſtruction, but to grapple and tight it out manfully. He 
ſaid, he felt as much as any man, in or out of that Houſe, the bur- 
dens of the people, and as much as any man did he with to leſſen 
them. But the preſent was a conteſt in which a leſſer evil muſt be 
endured in order to avoid a greater, and in which every man who 
had any property-was called upon to contribute a ſhare of it to the 
defence of the country. For his own part, he was willing to pay 
the laſt ſhilling he was worth, and ſhed the laſt drop of his blood 
to defend the country againſt the deſigns of France. At this ſtage 
of the buſineſs, he conceived that the Houſe had only to conſider the 
queſtion of principle, and could not regularly enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the particular proviſions and various modifications, which, when 
they came into a Committee, might yet render the bill effectual. In 
His opinion the bill muſt paſs in ſome ſhape or other, if they hoped 
for national ſecurity ; for if the ſtate of the funds made it neceſſary 
to raiſe a large proportion of the ſupplies within the year, every pI 
ſible effort ſhould be made to raiſe it. But it was ſaid, it would be 
extremely burdenſome ; this he would not deny, but in return would 
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put it to the Houſe, whether it were better to endure that burden for 
defence of their property, or wait till the French came to take it by 
force out of their pockets, and annihilate their commerce, the ſole 
ſource of their proſperity. He obſerved, that the right honourable 
gentleman on the other fide (Mr. Fox) having been removed for 
ſome time from public life, would have had time to read the hiſtory 
of what has lately paſſed in Europe; to him and his friends he 
looked up for an opinion ; he would be glad to hear what the right 
konourable gentleman had to ſay about the defign of relieving the 
funds; be had often heard him expatiate on that ſubject with plea- 
ſure, becauſe he had always ſpoken in favour of that plan; and he 
concluded with reprobating, as unconſtitutional, the doctrine of 
Members of Parliament being guided by the inſtructions of their 
conitituents. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that he felt with inereaſed force the 
objections he had from the very beginning urged àagainſt the mea- 
ſure ; he ſtill rctaincd the opinion, that it was neither expedient nor 
juſt; and he thought that he need not repeat the reaſons he had 


ven for thinking fo, as they mult have occurred to every one, and 5 

had on a former occation been ſubniitted by him to the conſideration 10 

of the Houſc: in ſhort, the taxation propoſed ſtopt ſhort where it 1 
ought to begin; that is to ſay, at wealth and opulence, leaving the | £31, 
oreater part of the weight upon the middle claties, who were leaft + (8 A 
able to ſupport it. He would not ſeruple to affert, that it was the 5 1 1 
moſt unwiſe, unjuſt, impolitie, and cruel ireaſure, that he had ever 19 
known or heard of being propounded in thar Houſe ; it would be : i j 
not only oppreſſive in its operation, but ineffectual to its propoſed 1 
end; it would not only cruſh and grind the people, but deſiroy the ; be 
revenue, by letfening the conſumption of taxable commodities, and 1 ; 
aminiſhing the quantity of productive labour, and of the materials nl 1-4 
uſed in it. So far from relieving or aiding the funds, it would give : 34; 
them a fatal wound, by taking awav the ſource from which the in- : 5 1 i 
tereſt of the funds was ſupplied, and rendering it impoſſible to pay 1 | 
the dividends. But this was not all—the plan was not only unne- 5 14 | 
eeſſary and inexpedient, but abſolutely impraQicable— lie was con- "i 1 h 
fident it was impracticable. Every body was convinced it was im- F 7H 
poſſible to raiſe the money in the way propoſed ; the Chancellor of 45 | 
the Exchequer himſel{ knew ir was impracticable yes, he would 5 1 
repeat it, the Chancellor of the Exchequer was, in his heart and 1 
conſcience, convinced that the money could not be raiſed in that 18 
Way; and if the Houſe had a doubt of it, or the right honourable | 1 
gentleman was willing to ſtand the teſt of an inquiry into the truth, Wa 
the matter could be caſily aſcertained, by calling the ColleQors of 
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the Aſſeſſed Taxes before the Houſe, and examining them to the 
point at the bar. The war had becn pronounced by an honourable 
gentleman to be juſt and neceſſary : ſo was the war againſt the 
Dutch in the time of Charles the Second. To that juſt on. neceſ. 
fary war, the Britiſh Government was inſtigated by a bribe from 
the French King; yet the Parliament of that time, in its complai. 
{ance to the Court, pronounced it to be 2 7% aid neceſſary war. 
Such, co, was the American war, which, after having diſgraced this 
country, abridged its empire, exhauſted its finances, and loaded jt 
with above an hundred millions of debt, was at laſt brought to 3 
termination by the manly exertions and irreſiſtible eloytioncc of the 
Tight honourable gentleman | Mr. Fox), whum he now, . 
feigned ſatis faction to himſelf, and congratulation to the M 4 141 
to the Country, ſaw once mode in his place. It woſt, indes 
ſubject of joy, and a fource of hope to the country; and o 
dangerous and extravagant mea.ure of the Yiinitter was of uſe, t 
it had called back again to public buſineſs, and reſtored + 2 
people the great advocate of their cute, he who had fo Jong en 
the firſt barrier of the nation again! the corruption of the Court 
the improbity of Miniſters, and the indetatigable and ſueccſ a 
guardian of the country's rights. As that right honourable gentle- 
man had been, in the hand of Heaven, the inſtrument ot terminating 
that impolitic, cruel, unjuſt, and vnncectiary war, ſo it was to be 
hoped he would be the means of bringing this more impolitie, more 
cruel, more unjuſt, and more unnceciſary war, to a termination, ef 
which it was too evident the right kocourable gentleman was dibn- 
clined. He knew he was averſe to peace 3 he knew thoſe who mil- 
guided him were determined to carry on the war for ever: he was 
ſorry that he was ſtill under the ſame baleful influence that miſle! 
his youth, and perverted the principles derived even from his birth, 
and inculcated by his education ; for until influence over the right 
honourable gentleman, or his influence over the country, was at an 
end, the nation might in vain hope for the bleſſings of peace. Ile 
nation, he ſaid, were in a few days to offer up, in a folemn an public 
form, thankſgiving to God for the bleſſing he had vouchſafed them 
in the victory gained by Admiral Duncan. A great bleſſing, and 
a moſt important and fortunate cccurrence for this country, no doubt 
that victory was, fince it diſabled the enemy from attempting an in- 
vaſion; but they had now to offer up their thanks to Providence for 
the incomparably greater bleſſing, that the people were at laft awak- 
ing from their deluſion, and becoming ſenfible of the danger and dif- 
fieulty in which a criminal abuſe of the miſplaced eon ſidence the) 
repoſed in the Miniſter had involved them. As to the preſent mea 
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ſure, added he, I repeat it, it will be impraQticable ; it will be fruit- 
Jeſs and inoperative ; it cannat paſs ; I ſay it cannat T beg pardon, 
| forget where I am, it 22h not to paſs—and I cannot be per- 
{ded that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſeriouſly intends to 
erik in it. 

Lord HLAWRESBURY ſaid, that he ſhould not reply to the 
multitude of extraneous matter, nor to the declamatory topics gone 
trough by the laſt ſpeaker ; certainly they were no way connected 
wich the preſent queſtion, Whether the war was juſt and neceſſary, 
was not now the ſubjed of inquiry; that queſtion had heretofore 
been frequently diſcuſſed, and the Houſe had this ſeſſion come to an 
unanimous deciſion upon the late negotiation. If there were any 
who entertained a different opinion, then was the time when they 
mould have come forwards and ſtated that opinion. But he had 
unqueſtionably a right to fav, that the Houſe came to an unahimous 
opinion, until that vote hereafter ſhould be reagitated—He ſhould 
therefore aſſume it as a right, that the Houſe voted unanimouſly 
upon that queſtion. He would not attempt to follow the honour- 
able gentleman through the devious track purſued by him in his 
ſpeech, but advert to a few points. He had alluded to an honour- 
able gentleman, whom he characterized as having finithed the 
American war: this was, indced, new, quite new to the Houſe, 
tr it was a fact evident, public, and notorious, not only that that 
gemleman did not finiſh the American war, but alſo condemned 
very highly the peace when concluded. But leaving that, he would 
directly come to the queſtion before the Houſe, and at once go into 
the conſideration of the general principle of the bill; for the details, 
25 an honourable gentleman had rightly obſerved, would be pro- 
perly diſcuſſed in the Committee. He was aware that many at- 
tempts had been made to abuſe the people with reſpect to the nature 
and conſequences of the meaſure, and he believed that many friends 
of Government had deceived themſelves with imaginary evils, and 
apprehended improbable and unfounded conſequences would reſult 
from the meaſure. When he conſidered what the nature was of 
this bill, when he looked on its deſcription, and ſaw that, in the 
whole range of its operation, it affected leſs than 800,000 perſons, 
an ineonſiderable part of the population of the country, and that out 
of that $00,000, even 460,000 were but lightly affected, as not 
Paying above 11. to the preſent Aſſeſſed Taxcs, he would aſk the 
Houſe, if a Loan were raiſed by the ordinary mode, and proviſions 
made for the payment of the intereſt by duties on articles of con- 
ſumption, as Tea, Sugar, Tobacco, &c. whether in that cafe the 
burden would not be heavier than it would in the preſent? and with 
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this material difference, that the one is only a temporary weight, 
and the other would remain a permanent burden. The duties 
would fall three times higher upon the lower claſſes than they would 
by this bill. 

With reſpect to the higher clailes, it was a queſtion whether 
they did not begin too low; but with reſpect to the great body of 
the people, it would not preſs heavier upon them, than it would in 
the caſe of providing intereſt tor a Loan, in the ordinary manner, 
But it had alſo been ſaid, that the lower orders, though not taxed, 
would ſuffer indirectly, through tae deſtruction of commerce. Per- 
ſons in conſidering this part of the queſtion, often conſounded two 
things totally diſtinct in themiclves—particuiar trades and general 
commerce. It may be very true, that under any particular opera- 
tion of finance, a particular branch of trade may ſuffer diminution 
or decay, and, in ſuch a caſe, where relief can be afforded, moſt un- 
queſtionably it ougtit to be afforded. It was impoſſible to devi 
any ſyſtem which might. not bear harder upon any one particular 
branch than anvther ; bur ii the general commerce remained un- 
touched, he was ſurpriſed how any men could reaſon ſo negligent!y, 
eſpecially where connected with another argument, which they uſed, 
that commercial capital was not to be aſcertained. The queſiivn 
therefore refolv-d itſelf imply into this — Whether, if commercial 
capital was untouched, general commerce was crippled or diminithed, 
whatever might be the effect upon a particular trade? 

There were ſome other ob{crvations which would apply lle 
knew there had a diſtinction been taken between productive and 
unproductive labour ; and it was a queſtion, whether the operation 
of this tax might not benefit the public, by turning unproductive 
into productive labour? This brought him to a confideration of 
the principles of all taxation—Taxes muſt bear upon either neceſ- 
ſaries or luxuries, or upon articles partaking the nature of both. 
The orders of men were, the poor conſuming th. neceſſaries the 
rich conſuming alſo the luxuries and the middle ranks, or poorer 
gentry, who uſed the articles of the middle claſs. It was the policy 
of taxation to impoſe no, or but a ſmall, burden upon the poor; 
and from the articles of luxury alone conſumed by the rich, there 
could not he ſufficient collected for the purpoſes of revenue: it 
mutt therefore fall upon the middle elaſſes of life the poorer gen- 
try muſt feel it ; and the objeQion therefore did not apply to this 
bill excluſively, but to every ſyſtem of taxation. 

© Other topics had been introduced in the courſe of the diſcuſſion 
of this meaſure, particularly the funded ſyſtem. He was cf opinion 
that the funded ſyſtem was a great inſtrument of the wealth and 
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power of this country. It was a diſcovery attended with the moſt 
beneficial conſequences, and producing the happieſt effects. What- 
ever inconveniences had ariſen from it would have been totally de- 
ſcated, had the ſame wiſe meaſure been purſued in the days of our an- 
ceſtors, which had been introduced by his right honourable friend, that 
of appropriating a ſmall ſinking fund for liquidating the debt in a 
certain ſpace. But to preſerve the benefits of that ſyſtem, it muſt 
be confined ' within certain bounds ; and this he underſtood to be 
the plan of his honourable friend. He did not conccive that he 
intended to abandon that ſyſtem, but merely to hold it as a reſource 
which he might avail himſelf of, and which others in future might 
avail themſelves of, to ſupport the honour, the glory, or the intereſts 
of the country. He wiſhed to impreſs the Houſe, that nothing 
could give a deeper wound to the proſperity of the country, or more 
effectually deſtroy private and individual comfort, than any diſaſter 
to the funded ſyſtem. The queſtion therefore was, whether we 
would ſubmit to temporary inconveniences, to keep up that which 
had hitherto ſupported the power and wealth of the country? He 
was ſatisfied, upon all the reffection and conſideration which he had 
given it, that the beſt mode was, by raiſing a conſiderable part of 
the ſupply for the year within the year itſelf; that was the beſt for 
the public, and muſt of courſe be eventually beſt for the individual. 
It would not preſs too heavy upon the great maſs; and if there 
were particular caſes in which it did fo, it did not follow that there 
was no remedy. In any caſe, by the propoſed modifications, it 
could not exceed one tenth. There was another argument thrown 
out, that it applied againſt the principles of taxation more than 
againſt this meaſure. It was ſaid, that the tax, when paid upon 
conſumption, was concealed from the conſumer ; but when it was 
large ſum, ſurely he had better know its amount, that he might 
make the neceſſary arrangements to provide for it. From theſe 
obſervations he had been induced to think there was nothing objee- 
tionable in the. principle, and therefore he ſhould ſupport the bill's 
going into a Committee. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON ſtated, that he would oppoſe 
the ſecond reading of the bill, if the right honourable gentleman 
would not promiſe to modify it anew, not on account of the prin- 
ple, but becauſe he was perſuaded that, when the blanks ſhould be 
flled up, it would operate with great ſeverity and oppreſſion againſt 
the lower claſſes of the people. He avowed that he felt the neceſ- 
lty of ſupporting the proſecution of the war with a liberal ſupply, 
but at the ſame time he felt it to be his duty, when he ſaw a mea- 


lire of dangerous and injurious tendency brought forward, as he 
Vor. IV. 3 H 
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conceived to be the caſe of the preſent, to reſiſt it with his negative, 
and to give his reaſons for ſo doing. He declared that he was free 
from all partialities in public affairs, and free from any part of that 
ſuppoſed deluſion which had been hinted by an honourable gentle- 
man on the oppoſite fide (Mr. Nicholls;) and he hoped that what he 
had to ſay would not be diſtorted or wreſted from its true meaning, 
or a meaning attributed to him different from the ſentiments he 
ſhould deliver. He ſaid that throughout the war he had concurred 
with Miniſters ; fince he had a feat in the Houſe he had ſupported 
them ; and before he had attained that honour he had with the ut- 
moſt zeal endeavoured to impreſs upon the minds of the people a 
full ſenſe of the neceſſity to repreſs the attempts of the French Re- 
volutioniſts to infuſe their dangerous principles into the boſoms of 
Engliſhmen, and to meet every attack or approach of that people, 
whoſe intention it was to ſtrike at the very rout of the exiſtence of 
this country. The preſent bill was intended to make proviſion for 
this purpoſe, and, in his opinion, very properly, by raiſing a large 
ſum in the courſe of the vcar to lighten the weight of the funds aud 
keep them more clear for emergencies. On the other hand, an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Nicholls) had inſiſted that recourſe 
ſhould be had to the funded ſyſtem, but at the ſame time very in- 
conſiſtently ſpoke as if he deſired to let down the reputation of the 
funds. In political economy, luxury was, in ordinary caſes, the true 
object of taxation, but in extraordinary circumſtances it might be 
neceflary to have recourſe to extraordinary expedients. If in the 
Conſtitution of the State a novel criſis occurred, and that criſis ap- 
peared to be dangerous, was it not prudent to meet it with novelty 
of ſyſtem? In this way he conceived the principle of the preſent 
meaſure was juſtified ; but at the ſame time great caution and dif- 
cretion were required in carrying the principle into practice, and ac- 
commodating it to the infinite variety of circumſtances it may in its 
- courſe involve. The peculiar policy of the preſent time, in his 
opinion, ſuggeſted that the ſtaff of the country was in the claſs called 
the lower; they were happy in the protection they found, and 
bleſſed that Conſtitution which at once ſupplied them with and ſe- 
cured to them the comforts they enjoyed; but if thoſe little cnjoy- 
ments were taken away, and their comforts were contracted and 
limited, they would ceaſe to bleſs ; and though he was convinced 
of the general honeſty, fidelity, and fincerity of the hearts of Eng: 
liſhmen, he would be unwilling to provoke human nature by too ſe- 
vere a trial. He therefore hoped that if the bill went to a Committee 
the right honourable gentleman would introduce ſuch modifications 
as would ſhew the people the burden of the tax would fall in proportion 
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to the property of the perſon taxed ; for if ever there was a war in 
which it was peculiarly incumbent on property to come forward, it 
was the preſent ; indeed he was happy to have good reaſon to be- 
lieve that this would be the caſe, and that univerſally the men of 
large property were diſpoſed to come forward liberally. Thoſe 
were certainly wrong who held that it was not pecuniary income 
but expenditure that ſhould be taken as the criterion of the tax ; 
for if a tenth, that is to ſay, 20l. a year were taken from 200l. it 
robbed the perſon of all his comforts ; but if a tenth, f. e. 5ool. a 
year, were taken from 5, oool. it would only deprive the perſon of 
a ſuperfluity, perhaps, of two horſes and two ſervants. As to the 
general reſources and radical ſtrength of the country, they were in 
a ſtate that would bid detiance to any thing but the moſt groſs and 
ſtupid miſmanagement. In point of wealth and metallic ſpecie we 
were above all nations, and our commercial balance was more than 
would repay all the expences »f the war, for at this very moment 
we were enriching ourſelves by all the nations in the world. He 
confefled that he was inſtructed to reſiſt the principle of the bill; 
but he for his own part held the principle to be good, and ſhould 
continue of opinion, that until the ambition of France was conſi- 
derably abated, we muſt do every thing to check her, or elſe fall a 
lerifice to her wicked deſigns. 

Mr. SHERIDAN faid—Sir, when any ſtranger, or perſon who 
las been a long time abſent, firſt enters a houſe of any eſtabliſh- 
ment, it is the ordinary cuſtom for the maſter of the houſe to do 
the ceremonies of the place, and welcome him on his arrival with 
tome expreſſion of pleaſure or politeneſs, as a mark of hoſpitality. 
In this Houſe, I know, Sir, there can be no maſter—but if there 
were any, I am ſure it is not the honourable gentleman (Mr, 
Yorke) who has ſo taken upon himſelf, with ſuch officious kind- 
neſs, to act that part, and hail, with compliments fo truly worthy 
of himſelf, the arrival of my right honourable friend and myſelf. I 
cannot help thanking the honourable gentleman for his politeneſs, 
though I cannot but acknowledge my gratitude would be of a war- 
mer kind, if the honourable gentleman had not, under form of pre- 
dicting, taken upon him to preſcribe what ought to be our conduct 
now that we have come. Whether we were or were not right in 
abſenting ourſelves, is a queſtion, which, as was well remarked, in 
a certain daily paper {the Morning Chronicle cannot very properly 
come before the Houſe, but is to reſt with our conſciences and feel» 17440 
ings, and to be canvaſſed only by ourſelves, and our conſtituents. #21108 
However, Sir, when we did come down laſt Tueſday, with full ex- WY 
dectation to find a full Senate arrayed, anxiouſly hearing the diſcuſ- | 138 
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ſion of this very important and momentous queſtion, with the right 
honourable gentleman and his faithful friends and colleagues ſeated 
in their places, I found, not leſs to my ſurprize than diſappointment, 
that only thirty-ſix Members were then preſent, and that the Houſe 
and the buſineſs was to be adjourned over to a future day, for want 
of a ſufficient number to conſtitute a Houſe. The leſs, therefore, 
that is ſaid upon gentlemen's abſenting themſelves, the better ; I will 
therefore drop the ſorry ſubject, and apply myſelf to ſuperior 
matter. 

My honourable friend (Mr. Nicholls) has been rebuked for intro. 
ducing the queſtion, whether the war was undertaken from neceſ- 
fity ; and the noble Lord who has taken upon himſelf the taſk of 
rebuking him, has ſaid, that if any one differed from the opinion 
reſpecting the expediency and neceſſity of the war, which had been 
ſo unanimouſly declared by the Houſe, or choſe to give an opinion 
in contradiction to the unanimous reſolutions of the Houſe, he would 
have done it better by introducing it in the ſhape of a new queſtion. 
Now, without diſputing the noble Lord's authority in this particu- 
lar rule, I muſt take the liberty of denying the propricty of his ap- 
plication of it; for, according to my notions of the long-eſtabliſhed 
privileges of the Houſe of Commons of England, it is one of their 
leading rights, whenever they give and grant, to reviſe every part 
of the conduct of the Miniſters to whom they have entruſted, or are 
about to entruſt, the diſpoſal and expenditure of the public treaſure. 
And, if this privilege exiſts in us, ſhall we, Sir, be barred of it by 
the management of His Majeſty's Miniſters, coming forward on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſion, and with a trick entrapping the Houſe 
into an addreſs unanimouſly declaratory of their approbation of 
thoſe very Miniſters * I fancy not; for, if there be a time when, 
more than at any other, the good ſenſe and feeling of the people 
ought to be appealed to, it is when we put our hands into their 
pockets, | 

I will not now, Sir, enter into a diſcuſſion of the queſtion, whe- 
ther the war was juſt, wiſe, or neceſſary ; or unneceſſary, impolitic, 
and wicked; for I hope to fee the day, and that not a very diſ- 
tant one, when it will undergo full conſideration — but in the mean 
time I hope it will not, on the other fide, be inſiſted that peace is 
unattainable, and that we ſhall, on our part, be prevented from objec- 
ting that the war was unneceſſary. An honourable gentleman 0n 
the other fide has put the queſtion, Whether we will rather carry 
this meaſure through the Houſe, and ſubmit to its proviſions, or 
leave it to the French to tear the money from our pockets ? If 


indeed, Sir, this were the truth, and this the only alternative, I do 
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hope, and I moſt ſincerely believe, there is not a man in this Houſe, 
or in this country, Ict the Miniſter be who he wonld, that would 
heſitate to ſupport him in the proſecution of the war with purſe, 
hand, and heart. Tf there be any who would refuſe, in ſuch a 
cauſe, to expend the laſt ſhilling of his property, and ſhed the laſt 
drop of his blood, he is not to be found among thoſe who, from the 
beginning, have oppoſed the war, as equally abſurd and unjuſt. If 
France looks for friends and abettors here, they muſt look among 
the ſlaves who bow to power, and barter their principles for their 
private advantage, and not among the real friends of freedom. 

But here, Sir, let me be indulged in a few obſervations reſpect- 
ing the ſincerity of His Majeſty's Miniſters in their attempts at ne- 
zotiation. For my part, when I look at the heap of papers that 
hive been laid before the Houſe on that ſubject, I can diſcover 
nathing in them but a trial of diplomatic ſkill—a conteſt of dexte- 
rity, who ſhould beſt ſucceed in avoiding the imputation of dupli- 
city, and moſt ſpeciouſly impoſe on the credulity, and fruſtrate the 
expectations of Europe. Indeed it is my opinion that both parties 
were equally indiſpoſcd to peace. But admitting that ſuch was the 
diſpoſition of the French Government—Admitting that the French 
Directory have behaved inſultingly towards our Ambaſſador—ad- 
mitting that the whole of the French nation entertain an inveterate 
hatred and rancorous hoſtility againſt us, and that they are all ac- 
tuated by the ſame hoſtile reſolution at aiming at our deſtruction, 
muſt I therefore ſubmit to the inference, that becauſe pacific offers 
have been made and rejected, and becauſe Miniſters and their Ple- 
nipotentiary repreſentative have been diſreſpectfully treated by the 
French Government, Miniſters are to ſtand proudly erect, and 
imperiouſly to demand the general concurrence of all thoſe who firi? 
lad thought proper to condemn and oppoſe their meaſures? That 
Land my friends have frequently urged the propriety and neceſſity 
of making pacific propoſitions to the enemy; that we have alſo 
pledged ourſelves, ſhould the enemy perſevere in an obſtinate refu- 
al to liſten to reaſonable and adequate conditions, that we would 
lupport even the preſent Adminiſtration, I ant ready to confeſs ; 
but that ſupport it was our intention to afford them only as long 
as we thought it poſſible that ſuch Miniſters might yet obtain a 
peace. That ſupport we were diſpoſed to lend them while our ef- 
forts were as yet ſeconded by powert, 1 allies, and before the French 
nation had graſped at and attained their preſent enormous power; 
that pledge and promiſe were given while the Bank of England was 
yet in credit, and while the public faith remained inviolate —But 
from theſe propoſitions of peace, and from theſe pledges of ſupport 
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to the preſent Miniſters, we deſiſted laſt ſeſſion, circumſtances com- 
pelled us to adopt a contrary conduct inſtead of pledging ourſelves 
any longer to countenance the meaſures of Miniſters, an honourable 
friend of mine, a worthy Alderman (Mr. Combe) brought forward 
a motion for an addreſs to His Majeſty, humbly beſeeching him to 
remove his preſent Miniſters; and repreſenting to His Majeſty, 
that under their auſpices the attainment of peace was impoſſible ; 
for that inſtead of accelerating the return, they, on the contrary, ſtood 
directly in the wav of peace, or, as the worthy Alderman then very 
happily expreſſed it, that the bleſſings of peace and the bleſſings of 
the preſent Miniſtry were wholly incompatible ; yet after this dire& 
avowal of our total diſtruſt of their conduct, they now come forward 
end tell us that we muſt ſtill give them our ſupport ; that Parlia- 
ment is ſtill to countenance and defend the meaſures of the right 
honourable gentleman, when 1n reality the only countenance he looks 
for is, that we defend his exiſtence in Adminiſtration ; he who has 
broke the Bank and ruincd the public credit, though it was his proud 
boaſt that his exiſtence in power, and-that of the proſperity of our 
finances, were involved in one and the ſame fate. 

Nor am I backward, Sir, alſo to declare, that it is not to curb 
the ambition of the enemy, or to fruſtrate the views of French ag- 
grandizement, that the war is now continued, The war, Sir, is 
continued for the ſole purpoſe of keeping nine worthleſs Miniſters 
in their places. When I profeſs this to be my opinion, I by no 
means intend any thing perſonally di ſreſpectful to them - their public 
conduct is all that I impeach, and the calamities that redound 
from it to the country. Indecd I feel and know it, that as long as 
they remain in their preſent ſentiments there is no poſſibility of their 
obtaining peace; and thoſe of them who poſſeſs a ſound and ſincere 
underſtanding muſt be as ſenſible of this their inability as I am. 
Why then will they perſevere in a mercenary preference of their 
own intereſts to thoſe of their country, convinced as they muſt be 
that the principles they have acted on, and which they ſtil] avow, 
muſt effeQually prevent them from negotiating with ſucceſs? And 


how is it poſſible they ſhould ever treat with ſucceſs, while they 


continue ſolemnly to hold out to the country that the enjoyment bf 
all that is dear to it, and that the exiſtence of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion are inconſiſtent with the eviſtence of the French Republic? 
that with the principles on whith that Republic is founded, none of 
the old eſtabliſhed forms and inſtitutions of Europe, in a word, 
the order of the civilized world, cannot be reconciled ? That with 
a power fo principled and diſpoſed, they will accede to no terms, un- 
leſs they be driven to it by the laſt extremity ? From this unwile 
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and inadvertent declaration, what will be the concluſion which the 
French Government muſt naturally draw ? Why, that we attempt 
a neg2tiation only becauſe we are reduced to the very laſt ex- 
tremity, as we were prepared to make every ſacrifice ſooner than 
attempt it. On the effects of ſuch a concluſion, I muſt beg the 
Houſe ſeriouſly to reflect. But what was the obſtacle which im- 
peded the progreſs, and finally broke off the firſt negotiation ? — 
The obſtacle publicly held out was the poſſeſſion of Belgium by the 
French. As long as France continued in, poſſeſſion of that country, 
it was :mpoſſible to think of peace; not, however, that we deemed 
it neceſſary for the Emperor, but rather for ourſelves. We next 
gave in a project of our own; and we ſtill continued to contend, 
that the war originated in aggreſſion on the part of the French. 
But here I muſt beg leave to ſay, that the drift of our own argu- 
ments, and the principles upon which we have proceeded, would 
prove the aggreſſion to be on our fide. For, after the repeated 
avowal of the high-minded principles upon which the right honour- 
able gentleman entered into the war, and upon which his new allies 
are diſpoſed to continue it, would they now ſay that they never 
would have intermeddled in the affairs of France, unleſs France 
had directly attacked us ? If ſo, then, what becomes of the proud 
cauſe in which we thought ourſelves to be engaged —the cauſe of re- 
ligion, of humanity, of morality —the defence of civil rights, 
and of regular governments? The principles of the French Re- 
public are ſtill ſaid to be inimical to this cauſe; and againſt {uch 
prineiples we muſt all concur in continuing the war then England 
muſt appear to be the aggreſſor, whether we perſevere in the conteſt 
from the magnanimity of theſe principles, or from ſome other leſs 
glorious motive. 

When, then, may we now expect to treat? If religion, mora- 
lity, civilized government, &c. &2. invaluable objeds, no doubt, 
are to be no longer contended for? Are we to perliſt in the war for 
the poſſeſſion of the Cape of Goed Hope, the iſland of Ceylon, 
and Trincomale? and are theſe the fair prizes to which we aſpire, 
and to which the boaſted defence of religion, morality, &c. muſt be 
ſacrificed ? Muſt we then, for all our indemnities, fall foul on our 
allies, and the conceſſions we contend for be torn from the Dutch ? 
If we perſiſt in theſe demands, and the French continue to reject 


them, what then will remain to be done? Muſt we again rear the 


ſtandard of morality and religion? Is it then we are told that 
we muſt fight manfully* Would it not be better that thoſe who 
would have us fight manfully, ſhould manfully give up their 
places? And by what means do they endeavour to reconcile us to 
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this hopeleſs conteſt ? By craftily ſetting up our pride againſt our 
intereſt—by aſking us, are we not ready to ſpend our laſt ſhilling, 
and the laſt drop of our blood, ſooner than permit the enemy to 
dictate to us the choice of our Miniſters. But this betrays only 
mean and little craft, and no ſoundneſs of judgement. Have not 
Miniſters themſelves endeavoured to diate to France the mode of 
Government it ſhould adopt? Have they even contented them- 
ſelves with preſcribing the principles it ſhould act on? Have they 
not, moreover, inſiſted on their choice of perſons and of forms ? 
That ſuch was their intention, appears from no leſs an authority 
than His Majeſty's ſpeech, wherein Parliament is told, that when 
ſuch an order of things is eſtabliſhed in France, as may enable their 
Government to maintain the uſual relations of peace and amity, 
then he would have no objection to treat with them. Is not this 
dictating to France the form of Government ſhe ſhould embrace? 
and has not the Directory a right to retort upon us, and fay, that 
until they adopt the form of Government we chuſe to preſcribe, 
England will continue in her hoſtility to France ; and there can be 
no ſolid and ſecure peace between the two nations, but at beſt an 
hollow truce, a mere ſuſpenſion of arms? In this opinion his right 
honourable friend (Mr. Windhamy, if ſo I may preſume to call 
him, muſt undoubtedly acquieſce ; for, according to him, a peace 
with France, while France continues to act on her preſent princi- 
ples, would be far worſe than any thing that may ariſe from the 
| continuance of the war. In this opinion, at leaſt, I doubt not but 
he is fincere. 

The people, we are told, muſt now ſubmit to great burdens, and 
theſe burdens ſhould fall where property is great. But when 
they are called on to ſubmit to great burdens, in my opinion they 
ſhould have great examples to encourage them. They are told, 
your private intereſt is nothing; the public intereſt muſt be all to 
vou. But with what face can this language be held to them, either 
by the right honourable gentleman, or his new converts? For is 
there a man among them who has not betrayed more anxiety to ſe- 
cure his own individual job, at the expence of the country, than to 
contribute towards relieving the country from the burdens under 
which it groans* When we hear that in one office, that of the Se- 
cretary at War, the clerks have fees and perquiſites from the amount 
of 5,0001. to 18,0001. ſome gentlemen may treat ſuch perquiſites 
as mere parings of cheeſe and ends of candles, but the public muſt 
wonder at the immenſe ſize of this conſecrated cheeſe, and be daz- 
zled with the. light of thoſe flaming tapers, that thus blaze on the 
altar of Corruytion. 
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As to the meaſure more immediately before the Houſe, I cannot 
but mark it with my ſtrongeſt diſapprobation; nor can I wait for its 
going into a Committee before I expreſs this my opinion of it ; for 
no poſſible modification 1t can receive will be able to reconcile me 
to a meaſure the principle of which I abhor. It was a meaſure that 
argued the groſſeſt and moſt irrational violation and outrage of the 
regulation of all taxes—it runs foul on all the principles on which 


they can be raiſed; it is a penalty on economy—a bounty on per- 


jury—a libel on the public ſpirit—a commiſſion of bankruptcy 
againſt the whole commercial part of the community. To ſhew 
the impracticability of ſuch a meaſure, I ſhall not now detain the 
Houſe with any detail of argument; it ſtands ſuthciently evidenced 
by the reſolutions unanimouſly voted this day by the city of London, 
and which ſhew that it is impoſſible for a very numerous claſs of 
houſeholders ever to pay the tax, ſhould the propoſed mode of raif- 
ing it be unfortunately paſſed into a law. It was a fact equally evi- 
dent that they were not able to pay the taxes now impoſed upon 
them. Indeed, when fo large a clafs of the community were un- 
able to contribute to the exigencies of the State, we muſt be then 
very near the end of our reſources. But we are told it will not af- 
fect the poorer deſcriptions of the people. No affertion can be 
more unfounded. For muſt it not touch all thoſe profits ariſing 
from the luxuries in which the rich indulge? Muſt not the re- 
trenchments of the wealthy trench on the means of ſubſiſtence of 
the poor? Yes, you may tell us they are not taxed. The poor 
are not taxed, I allow you, but they will be ftarved. For they 
muſt be ſtarved who derived their livelihood from the expences of 
the great. 41109 I 

Numberleſs were the objections that might be urged to the prin- 
eiple of this bill. It went to impoſe a tax on the expenditure, and 
not upon property, Bur I would agree with the right honourable 
gentleman, that property ſhould be taxed, could he deviſe a criterion 
by which it could be accurately eſtimated. But ſurely he will not 
ſay that carriages, horſes, &c, are a perfect criterion of property. He 
had already admitted that they were not, and in this I alſo agree 
with him. But ſure I am that the ultimate operation of the preſent 
bill muſt tend to ferret out all property ; but can this end be attained 
without the diſcloſure of the means of individuals? If ſuch a ſyſ— 
tem ſhould therefore be enforced, will it not go to erect in every 
pariſh a fiſcal inquiſition to pry into the property of individuals, to 
aſcertain their gains or their profits, and thus lay open and expoſe 
the improvement or decay of their circumſtances? Would not ſuch 
a ſyſtem prove hoſtile and fatal to all induſtry, to all trade, and cut 

Vor. IV. 31 
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up by the roots every ſpecies of property? Look at the bill. What 
does it tell you ? If you are over- rated, then you may appeal and 
to whom? To your own neighbours and fellow-pariſhioners, if 
any deſcription of men can be found of ſo baſe a nature as to un- 
dertake an office ſo degrading. But to what a trying ſituation muſt 
| the perſon ſo appealing be expoſed * If the ſpies of Government 
ſay they doubt his word, he is then to be examined upon oath, and 
evidence may alſo be brought on oath to contradict his declaration. 
To what a ſituation, I ſay, is he then reduced! Either he muſt 
incur the ſuſpicion of being a perjured man, fo ſtrong are the temp- 
tations held out to him ; or if he makes a fair avowal of his cir- 
; cumſtances, and ſays his income amounts to 2001. without taking 
into account the accidental circumſtances that may impair it, ſhould 
it came to be impaired, and that the next year it amounts but to 
I5ol. ; either he muſt appeal, and divulge the decay of his cir- 
cumſtances, or he muſt hold up a falſe front to thoſe with 
whom he deals, and, ſhould he fail, be accuſed of having held out 
falſe pretences, to have upheld his credit by fraud. It he comes 
forward, and makes this diſcovery of his ſituation, he is acceſſary to 
his own ruin, and if he ſhrinks from his diſcovery he may tortcit 
his character for integrity. Upon the whole, if you follow up the 
principle, you muſt get at all actual property. Lo this it muſt uli. 
mately go; but then it would be found a mean and narrow princi- 
ple, and principally ariſing from narrow prejudices. Tf you attemy! 
to call on the highly opulent, whoſe income may exceed 20,000]. 
per annum, but who ſpend comparatively little, how are you to at. 
certain the proportion they ſhould pay? It cannot be done, and i! 
it could ,the attempt would be impolitic and unjuſt. 'I he right honour: 
able gentleman has faid that he wiſhed he could get at the hoards d 
the miſer; that miſers ought not to be permitted to delight in preſling 
their bags under their pillows, without coming forward with their 
due proportion for the protection which the ſtate gives to their trea- 
fore; If ſuch treaſures had never been actively employed in indul 
trious commerce, it might be proper to derive a reſource from them; 
but who would toil for an income, if they were not permitted t 
ſpare or expend it according to their own notions, and in the fam: 
ſpirit with which it was amafſed ? Such a meaſure was ſacred, ant 
ought not to be touched. The revenue, it was true, depended in- 
great meaſure on the liberal, or rather prodigal, expenditure of ths 
opulent ; but if there was permitted to be no ſaving, and all mul 
ſpend to a proportionate extent, then you enforce a maxim geſtruc- 
tive of the vital principle of all induſtry and proſperity. To the 
ſaercd principle of ſaving, I cannot but profeſs myſelf a friend, 
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though the habits of my own life have been lite regulated on it; 
and to eneroach on this ſacred principle, would be utterly to extin- 
euiſh the ſpirit which enlivens induſtry, and from which all private 
and public wealth can alone be derived. However the right ho- 
nourable gentleman may be diſpoſed, from the general oppoſition 
with which he ſces the country receive his propoſal, to give a variety 
of modi fications to it, there is no poſſible modification which can 
reconcile me to its adoption. 

Mr. BURDON complained that the honourable Member who 
had juſt ſpoken, had thrown out ideas of jobs, &c. in ſuch a general 
way as almoſt to include every Member who ſupported the pre- 
ſent meaſure. He, for one, did not know the perſons to whom he 
alluded. He avowed his own independence ; he had been uniform 
in his parliamentary duty, and ſhould have felt his mind unhappy had 
he deſerted his place when duty called him to attend. He, for one, 
approved of the principle of this bill, which went to raiſe a conſi- 
derable ſum of money within the year ; nor had it been proved how 
money could be raiſed upon a better plan ; for, as the honourable 
Alderman (Luſhington) had ſatisfactorily ſtated, if the whole ſum 
were attempted to be raiſed by a Loan, it would prove injurious to 
the country. He aſked, how it was poſlible to raiſe ſuch a ſum 
without the general body feeling a conſiderable preſſure? He 
wiſhed to ſee various modifications introduced, and other ſtages of 
progreſſion ; and ſuggeſted that thoſe whoſe Aſſeſſed taxes amounted 
to 751. and from thence to 100). per annum, ſhould pay 4 one-half 
additional, and thoſe who paid above 1001. per annum, in a ſtill 
higher proportion, ſo as to make the tax bear as equally as poſſible 
upon the different ranks. 

Under the circumſtances in which the country was at preſent, 
clamour and induſtrious miſrepreſentation ought not to induce the 
Houſe to ſhrink from diſcharging its duty. He mentioned inn- 
keepers, as a claſs of perſons among whom miſapprehenſions were 
formed. An innkceper, a widow, on the Bath road, had been told 
ſhe muſt pay 6001. whereas, upon a ſtatement of her income, it 
would probably not exceed 30 or 40l. He hoped, that when the 
tax was properly modified, the country would ceaſe its alarm, and 
that then things would return to their uſual channel, and tradeſmen 
coach-makers), &c. to their uſual occupations. | 

Feeling, as he did, that the Miniſtry of this country were pe 
fectly in earneſt in their late negotiations for peace, and that they 
had acted according to their duty, he thought himſelf called upon 
to give them his ſupport ; and he had pleaſure in reflecting, that 
almoſt the whole country were at the time ſatisfied as to the ſteps 
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which had been taken, although, from the ungovernable ambition 
of the enemy, the reſult had not been attended with the defired 
ſucceſs. 

Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS ſaid the former abſence of the 
honourable gentlemen oppoſite to him was ncither a ſubject of praiſe 
or diſpraiſe with him; but it was a ſubject of juſt complaint, he 
thought, that they ſhould now come down to the Houſe, and expect 
to bring up their arrears of debate. It was ſcarcely fair that they 
ſhould abſent themſelves for ſeveral months, and then come with a 
load of obſervations which they had leiſure to make on the public 
buſineſs, mean while tranſacted in the Houſe, and diſcharge it at 
once on the ſhoulders of His Majeſty's Miniſters. "There was ano- 
ther topic introduced, not immediately connected with the bill, on 
which he would ſay a word. It was the inveQtves uttered againſt 
Miniſters for their ſuppoſed infincerity in their negotiations for 
peace. He did not complain of this argument. Gentlemen had 
a right to enter into every objection that could be urged againſt 
Miniſters. But he complained that this ſubject ſhould be handled 
when an important meaſure of finance was before the Houſe, and 
that they had abſented themſelves on a former day, when this was 
the direct and proper ſubje& of diſcuſſion, the expreſs buſineſs of 
the day. He was not offended with the honourable gentleman's 
invectives. He was conſcious of his fincerity, and therefore felt 
no irritability on the occaſion ; but he thought the charge was awk- 
wardly urged at preſent. On the day to which he alluded, and 
which would have been the proper time for a queſtion relative to 
the ſincerity of Miniſters in their profeſſion of wiſhes for peace, 
the Houſe was unanimous; for as to the little oppoſition that at 
firſt appcared, ſome gentlemen ran away, and others confeſſcd 
themſelves overwhelmed with a ſuperior eloquence. His noble 
friend (Lord Hawkeſbury) had argued juſtly therefore; he had a 
right to aſſume the vote of that day as expreſſing the preſent ſenti- 
ments of the Houſe, and to rcaſon upon it accordingly. He had 
not heard one objection to the principle of the bill from the 
honourable gentleman. He had, therefore, little to ſay. But he 
roſe with a deſign to aſk this plain queſtion, what do gentlemen 
object to in the principle of the bill? If they refiſt any mode of 
railing any part of the ſupplies out of the ordinary mode of fund- 
ing, that was an objection to the principle of the bill. One gen- 
tleman had ſaid it was beſt to raiſe the ſum upon income, and 
another upon property. But this was an argument that might bc 
diſcuſſed in the Committee. Even if the ſum were to be levied on 
property, that might be done without any great alteration of the 
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hill, and did not affect its principle, which was, that part of the 
ſupplies ought in the preſent caſe, to be raiſed out of the uſual 
courſe of funding. All the objections he had heard were ſuitable 
to the Committee. It was ſaid that men of large eſtates, and 
parſimonious habits, would not pay according to their income, but 
according to their expenditure. This would be true in ſome few 
caſes. But whatever motives old men (and it would be chicfly 
ſuch who would ſo eſcape) had to hoard money, their young heirs 
had uſually as ſtrong motives to ſquander it. Taking, therefore, 
the young with the old, the property of the miſer even might be 
ſaid to pay its ſhare of the contribution. It was faid alſo that the 
mode provided by the bill was not a correct way of aſcertaining the 
actual incomes of the ſevetal claſſes with accuracy. The Aſſeſſed 
Taxes were taken for a criterion. It was a conjectural eriterion; 
and a better might perhaps be found. But neither this, nor any 
other objection was radical, that did not reſiſt the raiſing of part 
of the ſupplies out of the ordinary mode of funding. The bill 
might be faulty in ſome of its clauſes. His right honourable friend 
(Mr. Pitt), had brought it forward with all the information he 
could collect on the various topics it included. But he did not 
expect it to be wholly free from reaſonable objeQions to ſome of its 
proviſions. But theſe were open to be modified and rendered equit- 
able in the Committee. It might, and no doubt would undergo 
great alterations there, following the progreſs of information which 
the Houſe would receive cn the detail of the bill from various quar- 
ters: and he would ſay, that the perſons, who are now moſt ela- 
morous againſt the bill, would pay more than they will under it, 
if the money had bercn raiſed in the ordinary way. There were 
two obſervations more he had to make. Firſt, it was ſaid his 
right honourable friend had abandcned the funding ſyſtem, and yet 
the greater part of the ſupplies were to be raiſed by it. Secondly, 
it was contended that all the money raiſed for public ſervices is 
withdrawn from the general expenditure; but this was an erroneous 
propoſition. Money expended for the cloathing and pay of the 
army, or for the ſupport of the navy, does not decreaſe the reſour- 
ces of agriculture or commerce. Trade and commerce have in- 
creaſed during this expenſive war. He would not ſay that the 
burden of money levied for the public ſervice would not fall more 
heavily on ſome particular elaſſes, ſo as to occaſion partial retrench- 
ments; but it was not true that the public revenue is ſo much 
money withdrawn from the amount of the general expenditure. 
The main queſtion was the neceſſity of raiſing the money to coun- 
teract the enemy. The honourable gentleman had pledged him- 
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ſelf to oppoſe an actual invaſion. But if the enemy act upon a 
reſolution to bring down the power of this country, to reduce its 
influence in Europe, and to ſubvert its ſyſtem of commerce, the 
great ſource of its wealth, he might repel an invaſion, and talk of 
his courage in vain. It would be too late. If there was a coun- 
try that declared they had now no project to execute but to humble 
us, to reſtore the liberty of the ſeas, (by which they mean the de- 
ſtruction of our navy) and to rear their ſtandard amongſt us, ex- 
pecting to find thouſands to join it; if this tone be aſſumed to- 
wards us, he would aſk, if it was a time to offer a pledge to fight 
when this proud and inſulting enemy ſhould be actually landed on 
our coaſt ? The honourable gentleman had talked of the unwor- 
thineſs of His Majeſty's Miniſters. Perhaps he did not think 
them ſo unworthy as he found it convenient to affect. He could 
not, however, expect him to agree with him on that point ; and 
he thought it unwiſe to tell the Houſe that becauſe they would not 
humour him in his declarations againſt Miniſters, he would aban- 
don the intereſts of his conſtituents and of the country. Tf nine 


gentlemen, or any other number, could be found, who could 


make a peace with France on terms calculated to preſerve the eſta- 
bliſhed Conſtitution of this country, to maintain its power in 
Europe, and the cauſes of its wealth and proſperity, he would be 
the baſeſt creature that ever diſgraced the human ſhape who did not 
cordially give place to ſuch perſons. But England muſt contend 
for its preſent ſtation among the powers of Europe ; ſhe muſt pre- 
ſerve herſelf in a condition to balance the power of France, or ſhe 
will gradually decline till ſhe become its victim. 

Mr. SHERIDAN explained. He faid, the right honourable 
gentleman underſtood one thing by the principle of the bill, and 
he another. 

Mr. SECRETARY DUN DAs replied, he had heard no ob- 
jections from him that went to the principle of the bill. 

Mr. FOX then roſe, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows. vir, 
do not conceive that the attendance or non-attendance of any 
particular Member of this Houſe can be a fit ſubject of obſervation. 
I agree in that reſpect with the right honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, that the propriety of attending this Houſe or abſenting, 
is a matter that ought to reſt with each individual. I have nothing 
to ſay upon that ſubject, farther than that the ſame motives which 
induced me to abſent myſelf for ſome time, are now as prevalent 
in my mind as ever. My opinion is now what it has long been, 
that the preſent Adminiſtration of this country have by the unfortu- 
nate blindnefs of this Houſe, by the too eaſy temper of the people 
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of this country, ſo impaired and deranged its finances, ſo increaſed 
its embarraſſments, but above all, ſo disfigured its Conſtitution, that 
no ſervices which any individual can render by kis attendance, will 
be ſunicient to balance the miſchiefs which muſt ariſe from giving 
countenance to an opinion, that the decifions of this Houſe are 
always the juſt reſult of full diſcuſſion. In that opinion I am as 
firm as at any time of my life. It is not by the eſtabliſhment of 
this or of that regulation in a particular inſtance, of this or that 


modification of a particular meaſure, that can eſſentially ſerve the 


people of this country. Nothing ſhort of a total reform of your 
late ſyſtem, nothing ſhort of your reverting to the true principles of 
our Conſtitution, to the popular maxims of our anceſtors, can ſave 
us from utter ruin. Seeing that by my attendahce J was unable to 
prevail on this Houſe to adopt theſe principles, I omitted to attend 
it, But I attend to-night in conſequence of what is to me at leaſt 
an important ſentiment—the propriety of yielding to the requeſt of 
my conſtituents. This is not a moment to enlarge upon the duties 
of a Member of this Houſe, but it appears to me that to comply 
with the general deſire of his conſtituents, eſpecially in ſuch a caſe 
as that which is now before you, is one of thoſe duties. TI have 
been told to-night that I have been much impoſed upon in- the 
repreſentations of many important public events; that I have 
formed erroncous concluſions from them; that I in my retirement 
have had leiſure to re-confider my former opinions ; and that I, 
lixe others, may have had much to learn. Thoſe who think they 
have arrived to that degree of knowledge beyond which they have 
nothing to learn, are in a ſtate which, when they affect it, ſhew 
they have learnt but little, Bur I ſhould hold myſelf much in- 
debted to the right honourable gentleman who made this obſervation, 
if he would tell me in what bock of antient or modern hiſtory— 
in what ſchool of admired philoſophy—in what ſyſtem of any ad- 
mired politician, fince the creation of this world to the preſent 
hour, I am to find that perſeverance in a ſyſtem which has led you 
to the brink of ruin, is the way to extricate you from your diffi- 
eulty. That indeed is one of the leſſons which I have yet to learn. 
[ had no hopes of gaining for the public any advantage by my at- 
tendance ; but my conſtituents defired me to attend, and I deter- 
mined to comply. I know it is popular, in this Houſe, at leaſt, 
to hold that a Member of Parliament is not particularly bound to 
obey his own conſtituents, whoſe opinions may be guided by local 
prejudices and partial intereſts ; that he is to confider himſelf as the 
repreſentative of the people at large; and that he is to act as appears 
to. him moſt favourable to that enlarged view of the intcrett of his 
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country. I truſt that I ſhould be no more ready than others to 
obey the wiſh of a particular claſs of men who happen to be my 
conſtituents, if by ſo doing I was convinced I obeyed them to the 
prejudice of the whole community, of which I am a member. But 
in this particular inſtance, as indeed moſt inſtances in which I have 
been concerned, I have the comfort to feel that my ſentiments and 
thoſe of my conſtituents perfectly coincide. The honourable gen- 
tleman ſays, that the moment we are here, each of us is the repre. 
ſentative of every man in this country; there are others who may 
fay, as they have ſaid, we max as well call ourſelves the repreſenta- 
ti ves of any other country as of this; that indeed we ought to be 
the virtual repreſentatives ot the people, but that our meaſures have 
too clearly proved how capable we are of acting upon another 
principle. 

My conſtituents have deſired me to attend this bill; and if! 
thought my own opinion more important than theirs I ſhould have 
endeavoured to have reaſoned with them upon the futility of that 
attendance ; but their deſire controls my conduct. I am bound 
to ſtate their caſe in this Houſe. They think, and ſo do I, that by 
this bill all the principles of our anceſtors are abandoned, and a pro- 
fligate contempt of property, (the protection ef which was one of 
their favourite objects) is now manifeſt from the tenor of the bill 
before you. 

The right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſtates two 
grounds upon which this ſubject may be conſidered. He admits, 
firſt, that every man who oppoſes all means of ſupiſy, except ſuch as 
ariſe from the funding ſyſtem, may fairly oppoſe the principle of this 
bill: certainly he may. Secondly, he ſtates that thoſe who think 


that taxes ſhould not be laid npon income, but generally upon pro- 


perty, may alſo vote for the ſecond reading of this bill, with a vics 
of modifying it in ſuch a manner as to anſwer the object which the 
principle of the bill is ſuppoſed to have in view, namely, a tax upon 


property, ſo as to raiſe a conliderable part of the ſupplies within the 


year; that is to ſay, that any man who objects to the increaſe of 
Aſſeſſed Taxes, may yet vote for the {ccond reading of this bill, as 1 
meaſure, the foundation of which is to call for the contribution of 
property for the ſervice of the State. I confeſs that argument was 


perfectly new to me. Where am I to lock for the principle c 


this bill? TI ſhould think, to the reſolutions on which it is founded. 
They certainly are very long and verboſe, but I do not ſee one line 
in them that relates to the principle of the meaſure, which does not 


: Nate the Aſſeſſed Taxes as their baſis as well as their criterion. 
Aud ret I am told that any man who thinks that theſe aflcſimen'> 
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are the worſt of all poſſible criteria, may vote for this bill, becauſe 
it is that which has for its object a general taxation upon property. 
This I conſider as the mere ſhuffling language to which gentlemen 
are driven to ſupport the infamous ſyſtem on which they endeavour 
to load the people of this country. The right honourable gentle- 
man ſavs he knows of no diſcontent which has been expreſſed 
againit the 2 of this bill, as a tax upon property; that all the 
objection ariſes from the Aſſeſſed Taxes being taken as a criterion 
whereby that property is to be gueſſed at. The objections which 

ave hitherto been made by thoſe beſt capable of judging, at leaſt 
moſt tineere in examining, namely, thoſe who are to be called upon 
to pay, have been made to the bil! which is now before you, and it 
would be ſtrange indeed if they did not object to a bill which tends 
tothe immediate deſtruction of their trade, the annihilation of their 
fortunes, and poſſibly the loſs of the liberty of their perſons. I 
eonſider their objections as pointed againſt the fundamental princi- 
ples of the bill. Another honourable gentleman ſeems to think that 
the unpopularity of the meaſure is no argument againit it. He 
ſeems rather to think it an argument in its favour ; for he ſays, he 
belteves that the people would not cry out againſt it unleſs they 
thought it a meaſure effectual for the purpoſe of raifing a large ſum 
of money. That honourable gentleman ſcems to think the objee- 
tions of the public unreaſonable in this particular. I underſtand 
he is connected with commerce himſelf, and I therefore appeal to 
him, whether he would not himſelf claim the privilege of complain- 
Ing, at leaſt, if a demand were made upon him for money which he 
felt he could not pay; and which by the theory of our conſticution, 
he was not bound to pay without his own conſent ? Such is the 
cafe of the inhabitants of the city of Weſtminſter, and fo have they 
inſtructed me to ſtate it. 

It is atked, what objection can be ſtated to the raiſing part of 
our ſupplies within the year? To that I muſt give, ſhortly, a 
conditional anſwer : If any man could ſhew me (the. poſſibility of 
which I doubt) any means of raifing a large ſupply within the year, 
without a diſadvantage which would over-balance it, I ſhould be 
glad to comply. Bur here I muſt puſs 2 while, and conſider the 
progreſs of the preſent war. We are. now called upon by this mea- 
ſure not to burden our poſterity, but to ſtand the brunt in our own 
perſons. "This, under certain circumſtances, might be vary pru- 
dent ; generous it certainly would be ; but I think it comes with a 
very in ace from thoſe who have contributed ſo mue already to 
the bardkns to be transferred to ſuch poſterity. It comes trom thoſe 
who .ave purſucd a plan which tends to burden our poſterity ſo 
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much, that they are afraid of purſuing it any longer; and now moſi 
generouſly, when they are abſolutely under the neceſſity of ſtopping, 
ihey turn round and call upon us to bear wn intolerable burden in 
order to ſupporr their meaſures. This plan procceds from abſolute 
neceſſity, not from any tenderneſs felt tor toſe who are to come after 
us; and! cannot heip thinking that is public ſpirit will not be much 
reipected 1 in the we: viva Ir there was any period 'and I am now 
beoging the queſtion, merely tor the ſake of proceeding in the argu- 
ment), but if hive]! nad been any period in which ſuch a meaſure as 
this could have been well timed, it was at the commencement of 
the war. The Chancellor of the en proceeded upon ſomething 
like it, as far as it can be conſidered as a plan to diminiſh future bur- 
dens, immediately after the Spaniſh armament. Why not produce this 
plan at the commenecment of the war? Why! bccauſe it was 
neceſſary to delude this Houſe! becaufe it was neceſſary to delude 
the people of this country! becauſe it was neeefTary for the purpoſe; 
which the Miniſter had then in view to treat you all !ike children! 
This was the reaſon why this plan was not at firſt adopted. If it 
had, the deluſion would have been over, and the people would have 
ſeen the abyſs to which the Miniſter was ditpoſed to lead them. 
No! that would not ſuit his purpoſe. The people would have 
revolted at a ſyſtem ſo developed. So well aware was he of this, 
that in an early ſtage of this conteſt, he adviſed His Majeity to tell 
his Parliament it was agreat conſolation to him, that in the proſecu- 
tion of this juſt and neceſſary war, th-re need not be 1:npoſed upon 
his people very heavy and oppreſſive burdens. Why did he net 
then come forward with the patriotic principle which he now af- 
fumes* Why! becauſe he thought it neceſſary to delude you, to 
gain your aſſent to enter into the conteit, by telling vou the burden 
wonld be light; and now that you are involved in all its difhcul- 
ties, and when he teils vou vou t retire with honour, he comes 
nit inis impoli, ulich would have been too abominable at the 

enict, but which he now means to pals in the deſperation of your 
affairs. 

Although no great friend to novel ſyſtems of finance, I am ready 
to ſay, that any thing winch is new ought to be adopted, provided 
it appears to be wiſe ; but J am ready to confeſs alſo, that J have 
never heard of a better ſyſtem for raiſing money in times of great 
difficulty than that of the ſunding ſyſtem. It is not the buſineſs of 
this day to diſcuſs that ſubje&t. It is more immediately the queſ- 
tion before us, what is the nature of the preſent meaſure, ſuppoſing 
us to diſregard the funding ſyſtem altogether. ] conceive this to be 
intended as a tax on the income of each individual, as woll as it 
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can be aſcertained. It muſt therefore be the with of the Miniſter 
to learn the amount of the income of cach individual in the na- 
tion; this he propoſes to do by examining the preſent aſſeſſment. 
If it be not a tax on income, I ſhould be glad to know what it is. 
Indeed the right honourable genileman who ſpoke Jait conſiders it 
not as a tax upon income, but a tax upon property; and calls upon 
all thoſe who approve of that principle to tupport it, ſaying, that 
the oppoſition to it proceeds from a niitapprehenſfion of its nature. 
Taking it then in the general view, as a tax upon property, zccord- 
ing to the expreſſions of the right he nhural le gentleman, JI am led 
to examine its nature. I certuinly do think that in that view it is 
a tax of a very dangerous deferimlion. A tax upon property muſt 
either ariſe from land, from money in the funds, or from commer- 
cial gains. What would be the fair way of viewing either of theſe 
three ſpecies of property? I confiler all thoſe purſuits in life 
which are very juſtly denominated vroieiions, under the head of 
commercial gains. Thoſe being the different denominations of 
property, let us examine the principle of this bill as it applies to 
each. Would you tax the land proprictor ty a dired impoſt ? No, 
it is not attempted. Would you tax the property of the fund-hol- 
der? No, no Miniſter has yet been either blind or abandoned 
enough to attempt it. The annuities on the funds have been ſe- 
cured from year to year, and Partiament ſtands pledged nat to touch 
that property with taxation. So ſtands the law. Put this bill 
will tax indirectly that which no Miniſter has yet dared to tax in a 
direct manner. It has been ſaid that our funding ſyſtem has con- 
tributed to preſerye the effects of our revolution, to preſerve the in- 
tereſts, and keep up the ſpirit of this country, to enable us to thwart 
the ambitious views of the Houſe of Bourbon. See whether this 
plan does or does not tend to the diminution of the value of that 
ſecurity. I am ſure it is underſtbod by my conſtituents, not only 
likely to affect ſuch ſecurity, but alſo all their commercial intereſts. 
Let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that two gentlemen of equal fortune 
ſetting out in life, the one of them with his ten thouſand pounds, 
laying it out upon mortgage, and living upon the intereſt of his 
money, which would be 5 o0l. per annum; you would tax him, ac- 
cording to the principle of this bill, for that income, and no more; 
ſuppoſe the ſecond applies his 10,0001. in commerce, and it pro- 


duees to him 10001. per annum, you will tax him at the rate of 


Loool, a year. What is the reaſon of this difference? They are both 

equal in point of real property. But as you make income the 

baſis of your taxation, you impoſe upon diligence, upon activity, 

and upon induſtry, double the weight which you lay upon him who 
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chuſes to repoſe indolently and ſupinely upon the produce of his ca. 
pital. It is thus you propoſe to preſerve in men that ſpirit by which 
this country has been diſtinguiſhed from other nations. Idleneſs 
is favoured, diligence diſcouraged. A principle ſo deteſiable, 
that I could not have conceived it poſſible to enter into the mind of 
any man acquainted with the ſprings of human action. You call 
this, in another view, a tax upon luxury. Is a houſe a luxury? In 
the caſe of a multitude of my conſtituents, it neither is nor can he 
ſo conſidered. You ſay that where a man contributes largely to the 
payment of aſſeſſed taxes, he gives evidence of wealth. What you 
conſider as evidences of his wealth are nothing more than the imple. 
ments of the trade by which he exiſts. There are many, eſpecially 
among my conſtituents, whoſe conſtant cuſtom it is to let lodgings, 
They are objects of the preſent bill. I know you may ſay, I dare 
ſay you will, that they ſhall be relieved by proviſions, which are to 
be adopted in the Committee. You pretend to ſomething like a 
proviſion to thoſe who let furniſhed houſes. Let us ſuppoſe that a 
tradeſman who pays a great rent for his houſe, ſuch as would induce 
you, by the preſent plan, to conſider him as a man of 1 0001, a year 
income ; his next door neighbour may be a private gentleman, 
whoſe real income is 20001. a year, but wo, by choice or accident, 
inhabits a houſe of much inferior value; he will, by this tax, have 
a lighter impoſt than the tradeſman. That is only one of the ſub- 
jects of complaint againſt this bill. With reſpect to thoſe who have 
ready furniſhed houſes, I underſtand they will be liable to the full 
extent of this tax, and that whether they be tradeſmen or gentlemen, 
the one living upon a certain, the other upon an uncertain income, 
will make no difference; whereas it is moſt clear and manifeſt that 
the one lives upon a fortune, the amount of which he knows, and 
the other embarks the little capital he is able to collect in order to 
furniſh a houſe, and to take the chance of ſubſiſting upon the fruits 
of it. I ſhould like to be made acquainted with the juſtice and 
the equity of a bill which confounds the diſtinction between theſe 
caſes. I am told, indeed, that with regard to thoſe who take fur- 
niſhed houſes from their landlords, the occupiers are made anſwer- 
able to Government for this aſſeſſment, but that, under certain mo- 
difications, they are to call on their landlords to defray the expence 
of it, which if the landlord refuſes to pay, they are permitted to rc- 
cover by means of an action at law. A very pleaſant, a very cer- 
tain, and a very conciſe remedy, eſpecially as it may frequently hap- 


pen that the landlord may not be forthcoming to anſwer this exigency 


of the State, but who may very legally empower another perſon '0 
reccive his rent. I know that remedies may te inſerted in the pre- 
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ſent bill to protect thoſe who let lodgings in Houſes furniſhed by 
themſelves. I dare ſay they will be much of the ſame complexion 
with that relief which is offered to thoſe who take furniſhed houſes, 
and it will have much the ſame efficacy. But to try the merits of 
this bill by another teſt-If you think horſes, or dogs, or male ſer- 
vants, fair teſts of opulence, in God's. name how can any houſe- 
keeper in Weſtminſter or London, or the borough of Southwark, or 
any other conſiderable town, be fairly aſſeſſed ? Is it poſſible to 
take any ſuch criterion as the teit of wealth in a populous place? 
[t is quite impoſſible that it ſhould enter into the mind of any man 
who governs his deciſions by reafon to think ſo ; and J am quite 
furprized that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould have taken 
advice ſo groſs as that which leads him to blunder upon the preſent 
bill, He ſays © here are horſes, they are to be conſidered as arti- 
eles of luxury.” They are fo, generally ſpeaking, to Members of 
this Houſe, to which, however, there are ſome exceptions. They 
are by no means to be conſidered as articles of luxury to merchants, 
or to traders whoſe buſineſſes are confiderable or extenſive, for many 
of them neceſſarily employ riders in the courſe of their commercial 
dealings. There are many others to whom horſes are abſolutely 
neceſſary. Medical men, who are compelled to go from place to 
place in the courſe of their profeſſion, have occaſion for horſes ; as 
well as many others whoſe caſcs it is not neceſſary for me to mention. 
I fay, therefore, that this bill proceeds upon a principle which, in 
every view of it, is vicious as far as J have hitherto conſidered it. 
But this is not all, your called upon to regulate your future exaQtions, 
not by the future prudence of men, which would be a fair rule of im- 
poſt in certain cafes ; but by the moſt unjuſt, the moſt unreaſonable, 
the moſt iniquitous rule that can be poſſibly adopted that of the 
paſt expenditure of men. A man may have lived improvidently or 
imprudently, but who from experience finds it wiſe to contract his 
expences. By this bill you allow him no chance of retrieving his 
fortune by that prudence which is the effect of his experience. You 
do not allow a man the benefit which ought to be the reſult of a 
long and prudent life. Let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that a man who 
by his induſtry and frugality in life, or who is poſſeſſed of a compe- 
tent fortune from his parents, reſiding in the country, ſhould wiſh 
to come to London for a ſeaſon with his family: from the ſhort 
ſtay he intends to make, it may not poſſibly be a great” object with 
him what his expences are. He wiſhes to ſhew his wife and 
daughters the gaiety of the town; he conducts them to places of public 
amuſement, and determines to retire into the country again to enjoy 
his rural amuſement. This he might have done at any time pre- 
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vious to this bill, without any other expence than ſuch as he ey. 
pected to attend his excurſion to, ſtay in, and return from, the 
metropolis. But if he take ſuch an excurſion in the year 1597, 
woe be to him, to his wife, to his children, and to all thoſe who 
are moſt dear to him ; for he is to pay, not only for the expence 
of that excurſion, but the expences of that excurſion are to be 
eſtimated according to the aſſeſſment which is made upon him in 
that day of his levity, and is to be called the teſt by which his 
ability to ſerve the ſtate is to be eſtimated. This is faid— ] know 
it is only to be a temporary meaſure. It would be extravagant 
to conſider it as an impoſt for life. Upcn that a word or two by 
and by. I ſay he is ſettled by this with a large, a heavy, an en x- 
mous, an unjuſt, an inequitable impoſt. This mode of calling 
upon men for future excrtions in the ſervice of the ſtate, is too ini- 
quitous to bear the teſt of one moment's reflection. 

This principle of injuſtice reminds me of the illuſtration which 
Sterne gives of the violent extortion of the ancient Government 
of France. The caſe is exactly in point. When at Lyons, 
Yorick reſolved to change his mode of travelling, and ſail down 
the Rhone, inſtead of going poſt. The poſtmaſter, however, ap- 
plied to him for ſix livres fix ſous, as the price of the next poſt. 
« But I do not intend to travel poſt,” ſaid Yorick. “ You may, 
if you pleaſe,” replicd the poſtmaſter. © But I do not pleaſe,” 
ſaid Yorick : —© I mean to go by water. That is no matter,” 
ſaid the poſtwaſter: “ you muſt pay for the next poſt, whether 
you have changed your mind or not.” And, ſaid Mr. Fox, here 
the word principle or ſpirit was uſed, as they are always uſed, to 
ſanctify injuſtice ; for, ſays the poſtmaſter The ſpirit of the 
impoſt is, that the grand mcnarque ſhall not ſuffer by your firkle- 
neſs.” 

Charged he was, and obliged to pay. So it is with the preſent 
tax; for all the people who have paid alt ,cnis in this country, 
are called upon for great and additional aſieſin,ents, which they 
muſt pay, or which muſt rather be wreſted from them by diſtrain- 
ing upon their goods, not upon a computation of their future abi- 
lity, nor in profpe& of their future views, but in conſequence of 
their former expenditure, whether wiſely or imprudently occaſion- 
ed. —By this plan it is in vain that a man's prudence is called in 
to regulate his circumſtances. Let us conſider this as applicable 
to perſons in trade, as diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who poſſeſs perma- 
nent and ſpecific incomes. A man in trade may ſay, that the laſt 
year was a good one, and therefore he kept his one-horſe chaiſe, 
but whether he ſhould continue it, muſt depend upon circumſtances; 
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mat he governed his expenditure, prudently, by the fluctuation of 
tis circumſtances, and therefore if his trade was worſe this year 
chan it was the laſt, he would ſet aſide his one-horſe chaiſe and 
many other conveniences. — But by the principle of this bill, you 
do not allow him to do fo, and you add a mockery and infult to 
an injurv, by telling him that you will call upon him to ſupport 
the exi geneies of the ſtate according to his eſtabliſament, as appears 
by a former aifeTmcar, and you tell him that he ſhall pay hereafter 
triple what he formerly did, and this you intend as a compliment 
to his growing wealth as a tradeſman. But it ſcems there is to be 
ſome relief in this bill to thoſe vlio are over rated. They are to 
hve abatements in proportion as they prove they are aſſeſſed be- 
ond their income. But how is this abatement to take place ?--- 
Py the cifelofure of all the private affairs of a man in trade. A 
mode of relief which, it it de:erves the name, is as intolerable as 
the orievance, Take any tradeſman, a watch-maker for inſtance, 
he would tell vou that his income, prior to the laſt impoſt upon 
watches, was much ſuperior to what it is now. That muſt be the 
exe with every ,other man in trade, eſpecially as he does not know 
how he may be taxed hercafter. I am the more ſupported in this 
part of my argument, when [I refer to the future proſpects of the 
riinitter, for he tells us that a very conſiderable part of the Ways 
ad Means are vet to come. How therefore is it poſſible for a 
tmaeſman, without knowing what the future ſubjects of taxation 
are to be, can gueſs at his future income? Under fuch conſidera- 
tions, the idea of calling upon a tradeſman to gueſs at his future 
income is the moſt horribly unjuſt precceding that ever could be 
devifed by any miniſter of ſtate. | 

It is ſtated by a noble lord, that this tas will neceffarily fall 
beavy upon the mid4ling elaſs, becauſe, generally ſpeaking, they 
conſume articles which partake of the double quality of luxuries of 
life and neceſſaries. To which I muſt anſwer, that it is a great 
grievance to any claſs of men, particularly fo to thoſe whoſe in- 
comes are limited to a certain amount, not to have the benefit 
which generally ariſes from a prudent diminution of expenees. It 
Is allowing them no advantage from any cconumy thev might be 
dilpoſed to adopt, and it is expoſing them, notwithſtanding all dif- 
polition to economy, to utter ruin. 
Itis not what the tradeſman will have to pay to the aſſeſſment 
in direct contribution, but what he will have to ſuffer in diminiſhed 
trade ; for, by the attack on all the claſſes of gentlemen, you drive 
them to privations which are ruinous to trade. I hey may econo- 


miſe; they may drink leſs wine; they may indulge leſs in the 
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comforts that are particularly dear or habitual to them; but thiz 
evil, great though it is, is little in compariſon of the miſchief it 
will do to trade. It will however, introduce new manners and 
habits among us; and I will fairly ſay, that Jam not for con. 
tounding the ranks of ſociety. This is one of the evils with which 
this meaſure is pregnant.---No act of the Directory ever did { 
much to confound the ranks of mankind as this meaſure will do, 
It will, out of the race of gentlemen, create two orders, princes 
and beggars. All the body of middle gentlemen will be reduced 
to beggary, for it is in vain to ſay that it is to be conſidered as 2 
fingle or a ſolitary exertion.---It is announced for two vears and: 
quarter, but who will ſay that it is to cloſe there? Who will fay 
that we have any near proſpect of peace, or that this is likely to 
give us a peace? A tenth of the income is the nominal amount of 
the aſſeſſment. But in this, the aſſeſſment is proportioned in 
name, not in ſubſtance, and there is no equality in its burden 
on the people. The gentleman of 10 ol. a year, for inſtanee, 
who has to pay 1091, a year, is much more ſeverely taxed than 
the man of 10,0001. a year, who has to pay 10o0ol. A ver 
little reflection will prove to gentlemen that the one caſe is inf 
nitely more ſevere than the other. But whatever may be the hard- 
ſhips which it may bring on gentlemen, they are nothing, J repent 
it, in compariſon of its effects on the commercial part of the com- 
munity. * To gentlemen it may operate to retrenchment and t the 
pri vation of indulgencies, but to the trader it is ruin. The often- 
tation of the beſt race of gentlemen may ſubſide, and the young 
men may be taught more prudent habits ; but this very rerrench- 
ment will be fatal to trade, and fatal alſo to the exiſting revenue 
Commereial pcople have no refuge. They cannot retrench, fot 
they do not now . indulge. By every amount which I Fave been 
able to collect; by the report of every perſon whom I have ſeen; 
and by the whole tenor of the meetings of my conſtituents, I tind 
that men of all deſcriptions, and whatever be their party feeling. 
unite in abhorrence of the principle and tendency of this bil 
They all object to the principle, becauſe the Aſſeſſed 'I axes at 
not merely a juſt criterion of wealth, but the worſt and moſt falls 
cious that could be deviſed---for in every part of this metropolis 
ſo fatal has been the diſaſtrous war in which we are involved, thi 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes are now with the greateſt difhculty collected 
They are either in arrears, or poſtponed, or the goods of the Ut 
happy perſons are regularly diſtrained ; and they all unite in dec. 
ring, not merely againſt the jnexpediency, but againſt the total i 
| - praflicability of forcing the receipt. This is not the opinion 
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one diſtri, or of one party, but it is the general opinion of every 
part of the people who have had time to examine the proviſions 
of the bill ; and really it will be a fingular thing, if the Houſe 
ſhould oppoſe themſelves to the univerſal voice of the kingdom. 
Gentlemen ſeem to forget that we affect at leaſt to call ourſelves 
the repreſentatives of the people. I know that we are no ſuch 
thing, but we affect to call ourſelves ſo.—Yet in this Houſe, only 
fifteen gentlemen could be found to vote againſt a meaſure upon 
which, out of that Houſe, there was not merely a majority, but 
an unanimity of diſſent. Miniſters, in this inſtance, cannot plead 
their uſual ſubterfuge, that it is the mere cry of a party. It is no 
ſuch thing. Unanimous diſapprobation has come from the moſt 
extraordinary places. Even the Common Council has been una- 
nimous. There are but two forts of repreſentation, actual and 
virtual. Lou cannot pretend to call yourſelves the actual repre- 
ſentati ves of the people, but you ſay you are the virtual. -Prove 
yourſelves ſo, then, by obeying their united voice. I hope and 
truſt that you will come round, and ſhew yourſelves, in ſome de- 
oree, entitled to the name of virtual repreſentatives. I will fair- 
ly tell you, that even if you were to do ſo, I ſhould not conſider 
it as a ſufficient proof that you are even the true virtual repreſenta- 
tives of the people, unleſs I ſee you alſo ſympathize with the 
people, You muſt make common cauſe with them. You muſt 
invite them to ſacrifices by your own example---You muſt lead 
I remember an honourable member, now no more, 
who had the happy art of mixing argument with pleaſantry, in a way 
that was never excelled. Mr. Burke illuſtrated this principle by a 
ſtory very much in point. A French regiment, in ſpeaking of an 
old colonel whom they had loſt, and of a new one that had ſuc- 
ceeded him, extolled the firſt to the ſkies---<*© What particular rea- 
ſon have you for your ardent affection for the old colonel, rather 
than the new?“ ſaid a perſon to them, © We have no other 
reaſon, ſaid they, than this—the old colonel always ſaid, Allans, 
mes enfans ! The new colonel ſays, Allez, mes enfans !” This was, 
indeed, a ſtriking contraſt ; and juſt in this manner, I aver, we 
ought to act towards the people. We ought not to ſay to them, 
Ge, make ſacrifices !”'---but, ** Let us make ſacrifices.” To 
rouſe the energy of the people, let us hear of the ſacrifices of the 
crown, It is from the higheſt place that the example ought to be 
given. It will animate and cheer the heart of the kingdom : 


© Solamen miſeris ſocios habuiſſe laborum.“' 


When men are called on to give up their pleafures, whatever 
Var, IV. 3 L 
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they may be, whether of horſes or gardens, it is but reaſonable 
that they ſhould ſee the Crown participating in the ſacrifice. But 
when, inſtead of this, we ſee only that new patronage is to be ob- 
tained out of the levying of 14 millions in this way, we muſt 
feel that theſe are bad ſymptoms, and that there is no common 
cauſe in the exertions we are called upon to make ; and we are 
made to believe that there is ſomething in this war, which makes 
it unfit for all ſuch cxamples to be given. 

A right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſays, that expen- 
diture will not be diminiſhed on account of this tax---it will only 
change hands---great ſums will be wanted, he ſays, to clothe and 
to maintain the army. I with the Houſe to remark the expreſ. 
fion---I certainly believe him---great ſums will go to the army. But 
is that any conſolation to me ? If 200l. is to be taken out of 
my pocket, what care I to whom it is to be paid? but this very 
argument is, and ought to be, an object of juſt and ſerious alarm to 
the nation ; for while theſe enormous ſums are to be paid into the 
hands of Government, it becomes almoſt the ſole conſumer. Let 
us examine the fact. One tenth of the expenditure of the whole 
kingdom is eſtimated at 7 millions. That makes the total ex- 
penditure 70 millions; but, perhaps, as this is not the juſt teſt, 
and that there may be evaſion, the total expenditure may be 
100,000,000]. On this ground, it appears that the public ex- 
penditure has been between 30 and 40,000,000]. a year during 
this war. If then it be true that the expences of the war are ſo 
eſſential to revenue, what a proſpect for us when this ſource of 
revenue ſhall be cut off! the honourable gentleman, in ſpeak- 
ing of a pledge, is extremely deſirous of overlooking and explain- 
ing away his own. He is not willing to remember the emphatical 
pledge that he gave, never to make peace with the Jacobin Go- 
vernment of Franze. What can we expect from men who have, 
through the whole of the war, ſhrunk from every pledge they 
have ever given? It is only by their removal that the nation car 
be ſaved from its preſcnt perilous ſituation. They are either fools 
or hypocrites who attempt to ſeparate miniſters from their meaſures, 


or affect to think that our affairs can be retrieved in their hands. 


The country muſt take its fate, if they are ſo dull of intellect, ot 


| ſo infatuated, as to conceive that they can be reſcued from their 


preſent ſituation by the imbecility that brought them into it. We 

are called upon to make this dreadful ſacrifice in order to terrify 

France! We are to give up 7, ooo, oool. in one year, in addi- 

tion to all our other burdens, to ſhew to France, that we have, 

what thcir port calls lembarras des ee. Terrify France 
1 
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What, by ſhewing that we are forced to abandon the funded ſyſ- 
tem, which has ſupported us through ſo many difficulties, becauſe 
we dare no longer perſiſt in it? Terrify France by an exaction 
which will not be paid which will convulſe the country from one 
end to the other---or which, if it were poſſible to harbour the fran- 
tic idea of its poſſibility, would certainly paralyze all our future 
operations, and lay us helpleſs at their feet! but is it not too much 
to call for unanimity in the farther proſecution of this war ? They 
whoſe incapacity has been proved by a ſeries of the moſt unvaried 
diſaſters, call for unanimity ! Can their late acts, their perſecu- 
tions, their violences in England and Scotland, and ſtill more fo 
in Ireland, delude the people of France into an idea that they have 
the hearts of the country with them ? "Take the converſe of the 
propoſition. Would not the miniſters of the Crown deride a de- 
claration from the Directory, in which, if a La Vendee was till 
racing in France or Ireland now, they till talked of poſſeſſing the 
unanimous ſentiments of the people? The treatment of Ireland 
was ſuch as to harrow up the ſoul—it was ſhocking to the heart, 
to think that a nation of brothers was thus to be trampled on like 
the moſt remote colony of conquered ſtrangers; and it was mon- 
ſtrous to hear the Miniſter talk of wielding Ireland as a weapon of 
force—Ireland, which he was now holding under a military hand! 
The right honourable gentleman takes it amiſs that my honourable 
friend ſhould ſay, that the whole conteſt is about nine or ten worth- 
leſs men, who are our miniſters : and yet, can auy man queſtion the 
truth of the aſſertion who has obſerved their manners? During 
the whole courſe of our misfortunes they have not failed in their 
ſole undivided object in amaſſing for themſelves and followers, 
Places, Penfions, Peerages, and Honours. But what is the true 
and only ground of unanimity ? In the ſupport of a Miniſter, con- 
fidence in the rectitude of his ſyſtem, and in his capacity for car- 
rying it into effect. Can they expect this unanimity? Review 
their grounds of the war, the Scheldt, Flanders, the Decree of 
the 19th of November, &c. have they not given up every one of 
theſe motives, as well as all that followed them * and their talents 
were now employed in explaining away the declarations they had 
made. They could not, however, fo cafily explain away the quo- 
tation that they made from Virgil. It ſtood on record: 


potuit quæ plurima virtus 


Eſſe fuit, toto certatum eſt corpore regni. 

They firſt held out to us the tempting occafion of attacking 
France, united with all Eurape. Year after year their object 
changed, as well as their temptation—the brink of bankruptcy— 
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ruined finances—diftraged country—reign of terror inſupportable 
—reign of terror at an end, and conſequently the vigour it created 
----a]l in their turn were the baits they held out, and all, as they 
failed, made way for new deluſions. Every thing was to be ef. 
fected by our allies ; and accordingly four millions one year, two 
millions another, and two millions ſent by ſtealth in the third, were 
declared to be the cheapeſt way of carrying on the war. Now we 
are cut off from this cheap mode of defence. I was alarmed for 
the conſequence, ſince, being cut off from this cheapeſt mode, 1 
feared we muſt be forced to take more extravagant means ; but 
here I was happily diſappointed ; for this relief from the Emperor 
has been accompanied by lowering our army and navy at home. 
Where he has failed, therefore, he has gained. Again—he faid, 
that there was no way of ſupporting the Bank but by ſending money 
to the Emperor: he did ſend it—and the Bank ſtopt! He is now 
prevented from ſending any more money to the Emperor ; and ] 
underſtand that the paper of the Bank is in better credit than it 
was! In the ſame manner every declaration that he has ever made 
has failed him ; but none ſo lamentably as in his finance. He has 
uniformly in each December ſtated the expence of the year millions 
under what it has turned out to be; and yet he calls for unanimity 
He can expect no unanimity; and, in truth, there is no remedy for 
our evils but peace. And this is not all: we muſt have peace and 
repoſe, not merely by the change of Miniſters and their condign 
puniſhment, but by a thorough change and reform in the ſyſtem 
which has brought us to this ruin, by a return to the principles of 
liberty, not of power. Without this there can be no preſervation 
for this country. I feel it as my moſt ſolemn duty to ſpeak out. 
Unleſs Ireland is inſtantly comciliated, and brought back to the en- 
joyment of its genuine rights and communion in the Conſtitution ; 
unleſs Scotland is alſo reconciled ; unleſs all the three kingdoms are 
reſtored to the bleſſings of that peace and perfe freedom of which 
they have been deprived, there can be no chance for the country to 
riſe out of her preſent misfortunes ; nor untill you accompliſh this 
can you hope ever for peace; becauſe until you obtain this you can- 
not ſpeak to France with the power of union; nor can you delude 
the Directory with the boaſt of ſtrength, while they ſee you aliena- 
ting by perſecution every part of the empire. 

In the argument which I have taken the liberty to trouble you 
with, I have not wandered from the particular meaſure of the day, 
becauſe it is inſeparable from the cauſes that have given riſe to it. 
This is no common tax ; and it is our duty, on a queſtion of ſuch 
dreadful import, to follow the wiſe practice of our anceſtors—t0 
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conſult our conſtituents. Do not let us delude ourſelves by the 
idea that there is no danger. It is imminent. No human being 
can calculate the horrors to which this meaſure may give riſe. I 
deprecate raſhneſs. I know that men are fond of talking of the 
theoretical bleſſings of our Conſtitution ] ſay, that unleſs you 
make the people feel the practical bleſſings, you do nothing. Talk 
of the Jacobin principles of the French Directory! No man has 
made ſo many Jacobins as the right honourable gentleman ; and if 
this meaſure is to be perſevered in, there is no ſaying to what we 
ſhall be driven. The tax may be put under the management of 
the military. It cannot be colleted—what comes next ? — They 
may diftrain ; and when they have ſeized on our beds and chairs, 
they may take our perſons— Contra opes, primum, et paſt in corpora 


ſæviri. Is ſuch a meaſure to be hurried through this Houſe? I 


am guilty of no exaggeration. I am ſure that if time be given, 
you will have from all the great towns, from Briſtol, Birmingham, 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, and elſewhere, remonſtrances as ſtrong as 
thoſe you have ſeen from the city of T,ondon, from my conſtituents, 
and from the borough of Southwark. I ſhudder at the conſe- 
quences if you perſiſt, They may be dreadful. It is only by a 
quick return to the genuine principles of our anceſtors, that we can 
be ſafe. If we do not, I can only ſay, that “ the days of theſe 
kingdoms are numbered, and that their ruin is not diſtant.” — The 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) has faid, that “ if there 
were men who could give peace to the country, without throwing 
things into confuſion, the prefent Miniſters would be the baſeſt of 
mankind if they did not yield and make way for them.” If there 
are any men who feel themſelves capable of reſtoring peace to theſe 
kingdoms, without a change ſyſtem, or reſtoring the Conſtitution 
toits vigour, I can only ſay they are more ſanguine than I am. I 
can ſpeak without any perſonal motive on the ſubject; for I publicly 
declare, that I never will have a ſeat, high or low, in any adminiſtra- 
tion, until public opinion ſhall have decided for a thorough and 
perfect reform of all our abuſes, and for a direct return to the ge- 
nuine principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution. If there are men bold 
and ſanguine enough to think that they can not only procure peace, 
but tranquilize the country, without this, let them try it—but I 


vill make no part in any ſuch adminiſtration. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that before he entered into a reply 
to the general arguments of the gentlemen on the other fide, he 
begged to make a few obſervations on the concluding part of the 
right honourable gentleman's ſpeech. There was a material dif- 
ference between the former and the latter part of the right honourable 
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gentleman's argument; becauſe in the one he contended againſt the 
meaſure in general, and in the other he only propoſed delay. He 
was perfectly aware that in the preſent ſhape of the bill, and with. 
out any modification whatever, it was liable to great and important 
objections. Very large and induſtrious claſſes of people might be 
affected by it; and conſequently conſiderable modifications muſt be 
ſuggeſted before it. could paſs into a law. But when he admitted 
thus much, he had a right, at the ſame time, to ſtate, that after 
the moſt accurate inquiry in his power, every objection which had 
been made againſt this bill did not affect its principle, but might 
eaſily be obviated in a Committee, without altering the general prin- 
ciple, or defeating the tendency of the meaſure. Giving, there- 
fore, all due weight to the objections which had been made, and 
which might be made againſt this meaſure, he was ſtill convinced 
that it was the duty of that Houſe to inquire fully into it, to fee 
what modifications might be made in it. As to the general effed 
of the bill, he had no heſitation to declare, in the moſt explicit 
manner, that on the determination of the Houſe upon this meaſure, 
after the varivus modifications had been ſuggeſted, depended no leſs 
than whether a great exertion ſhould be made to ſave the country, or 
whether we ſhould give up every thing that conſtituted the greatneſs 
and happineſs of this country? Impreſſed with this ſentiment, and 
deterred by no difficulty, but at the ſame time being anxious to 
adopt every poſſible modification, he knew his duty too well not to 
perſiſt, when the ſafety of the country was at ſtake. He truſted, 
that by the conduct the Houſe would adopt upon this oceaſion, that 
they would ſhow that they were the real repreſentatives of the 
people, and conſulted their true intereſts. Was it to be ſuppoſed, 
that becauſe to a great and important meaſure, like the preſent, 
great and important objections were made, that therefore they were 
to pauſe, to take no ſteps on the bill, but to hang up the meaſure 
in filence, without atrempring to collect the public opinion upon it * 
He was peculiarly anxious that ſome cure, ſome remedy, ſhould be 
applied to this bill, which he admitted to be defeRive in its detail. 
But what was the concluſion he drew from all this? Why, that 
inſtcad of delay, it became them to loſe no time in entering upon 
that great work ; he meant the modification of the preſent bill, and 
which could alone be done in a Committee. 

Gentlemen might turn to him, and call upon him to ſtate the 
different modifications which he might think it neceffary to propoſe. 
The Houſe would recollect, that when he firſt propoſed this mea- 
ſure, he had ſtated the Aﬀeſſed Taxes as the beſt criterion upon 
which to judge, as the moſt comprehenſive in its nature, and likely 
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to diffuſe the burdens more equally and more generally over the 
community, than any other meaſure that could de ſuggeſted. The 
reaſon why he thought ſo was, becauſe this criterion of the Aﬀeſſed 
Taxes afforded, in his opinion, the eaſieſt mode of arranging the 
various proportions every one ought to pay, and as containing the 
moſt eaſy means of making any moditications that might be ne- 
ceffary. "Theſe obſervations he could not expect the gentlemen to 
recollect, becauſe they were made in their abſenee; an abſence, the 
motives of which he was as little inclined to diſcuſs as they ſeemed 
to be. He thought it neceſſary to make theſe obſervations, becauſe, 
if in the future ſtages of the bill, he ſhould think it neceſſary to 
propoſe any alteration in this meaſure, or it he ſhould liſten to any 
which might come from other quarters, —ftil! it was not fair to call 
upon him then to ſtate what were the preciſe modifications he meant 
to propoſe; becauſe this was of all others a ſubject upon which much 
information was to be gained by diſcuſſion ; and he for one would 
omit no labour to obviate every objectionable part of the bill, that 
could be done conſiſtently with its general principle. 

This was the line of conduct which, in his opinion, gentlemen 
ought to adopt, and in doing it, they would, in the moſt effectual 
way, ſhew their regard to their conſtituents. This he thought 
would be the beſt language to a worthy Alderman, who had ſpoken 
againſt this meaſure. In ſpeaking upon this ſubject, he could not 
ayoid remarking with pleaſure, the material difference between the 
language in which he oppoſed the meaſure, and that language which 
the honourable gentlemen on the other ſide had indulged themſelves 
in. They had declared that no poſſible modification could make 
the bill unobjectionable, and had expreſſed themſelves hoftile to the 
whole principle of the bill. 

He now came to conſider ſome of the other topics which theſe 
gentlemen had adverted to. This was a ſubject upon which there 
was likely to ariſe very conſiderable difference of opinion ; becauſe 
many perſons would conſider it according to the different policical 
principles which they profeſſed. But he begged gentlemen would 
conſider this queſtion fairly and impartially : its object was to raiſe 
a very large part of the ſupplies of the year, within the year, by-a 
certain tax, which tax was to be founded upon the probable expen- 
diture of perſons contributing to the aſſeſſed taxes; ſubject, however, 
to a variety of modifications, many of which were obvious; and 
many others, which would naturally ſuggeſt themſelves to gentlemen 
when the bill came into a Committee. 

This was the general principle of the meaſure, and he thought it 
was one which would not juſtify gentlemen in oppoſing it in eto, 
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whatever alterations and modifications they might hereafter think 


proper to ſuggeſt. Taking this as the general principle of the mea. 
ſure, the firſt point they would have to confider was, whether the 
public ſervice required that ſuch a ſum ſhould be raiſed * The next 
point for their conſideration was, whether, under the preſent circum. 
ſtances of the country, it was adviſcable to raiſe a large prop: rtion 
of the ſupplies of the year by means of an extraordinary proviſion ? 
And laſtly, whether the mode now ſuggeſted, ſubject, as he had 
already ſtated, to a variety of alterations and amendments hereafter 
to be made, was proper to be adopted ? 

The honourable gentleman who had ſpoken firſt (Mr. Sheridan), 
had begun and concluded his ſpeech by ſaying diſtinaly, that he 
would not vote for granting of any ſupplies towards the farther pro- 
ſecution of the preſent war. The honourable gentleman had aid, 
in the moſt unequivocal terms, that he would not conſent to grant 
any money while His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters continued in 
power. In purſuing this argument, both the honourable gentle- 
man, and the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke after him, 
had branched their ſpeeches into a variety of topics, which at firſt 
view did not appear to have any great connection with the ſubje& 
then before the Houſe. They had contended, that there was an 
impoſſibility of the preſent Adminiſtration making peace ; but they 
had neglected to prove the means by which any other Miniſters 
would be enabled to effect the object which every body wiſhed for, 
viz. the reſtoration of peace upon ſecure and honourable terms. 
Not having done this, he could not help conſidering that much of 
what had fallen from both theſe honourable gentlemen had little or 
no relation to the ſubject then under diſcuſſion. 

The right honourable gentleman oppofite to him ſeemed efiter- 
tained with an expreſſion which had fallen from a right honourable 
friend of his (Mr. Dundas) who had ſaid, that he had not con- 
vinced Miniſters that their duty to the Public called upon them to 
reſign ; “we do not,” ſays the right honourable gentleman, ** ex- 
pect to convince you ;” but upon this point he differed much from 
the right honourable gentleman who preceded him, for he had ad- 
dreſſed himſelf particularly to Miniſters, and had requeſted them 
not to ſtand in the way of peace. He ſhould not take farther no- 
tice of this difference between the two honourable gentlemen ; but 
would leave them to ſettle it between themſelves. If, when this 
ſubje& of a change in the Adminiſtration of this country was for- 
mally diſcuſſed, theſe gentlemen had failed, after a full exertion 
of all their abilities, to convince a majority of the Houſe of the 
juſtice of their arguments; if they had not clearly proved that His 
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Majeſty could not find any nine men in his journey from Windſor 
to London, leſs capable than the preſent Miniſters of adminiſtering 
the public affairs—it they had not proved all this when that ſubject 
was particularly under the conſideration of the Houſe upon a former 
occaſion, we did not think they had ſtrengthened their arguments 
much by any thing which had fallen from them to-night, or by 
any event which had occurred from the time they had quitted their 
duty in Parliament to the preſent hour. But if he underſtood the 
right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, there was another pre- 
liminary beſides the diſmiſſal of His Majeſty's Miniſters, which he 
conſidered neceſſary for the ſalvation of the country, and that was 
no leſs than what he called a complete radical change in the preſent 
ſyſtem. What that radical change was which the right honourable 
gentleman ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon, it was not eaſy to conjecture; 
for that part of his ſpeech was couched in terms which appeared to 
be ſtudiouſly obſcure. One thing, however, might clearly be col- 
lected from his ſpeech, which was, that a total reform in Parlia- 
ment was only a part of that general change which he was fo anxious 
to obtain; a change from which, it appeared, no part of the preſent 
exiſting Government was exempted. It appeared, however, a little 
ſingular, that the right honourable gentleman ſhould conſider an 
unlimited change as the beſt means of preſerving every thing as it 
ſtood ar preſent. 

He thought, however, that it would require much argument to 
convince the Houſe, that to accede to this general, unlimited, un- 
explained change, was the beſt way of delivering the country from 
its preſent difficulties. One of the honourable gentlemen had ſaid, 
that it was impoſſible that peace could be obtained by the preſent 
Miniſters, which, he ſaid, was obvious, becauſe Miniſters had 
declared that their principle was war, eternal war, as long as Re- 
publican or Jacobin principles prevailed in France; from this the 
honourable gentleman inferred, that Miniſters were not fincere in 
making offers of peace, and conſequently that France was juſtified 
in breaking off the negotiation in the manner ſhe had done. 

In the firſt place, with reſpect to the fact advanced by the right 
honourable gentleman, that Miniſters had declared that they would 
not make peace with a Republic in France, he could only fay, that 
no ſuch declaration was ever made by any of His Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters, or had ever occurred to their imagination. The right honour- 
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- able gentleman had alluded to a particular phraſe which-had fallen 
1 from ſome of the King's Miniſters ; he recollected the phraſe and 
p the occaſion, though he could not recolle& the particular time at 
$ which it was uſed; It was upon one of the debates which took 
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place in conſequence of a motion on the other fide of the Houſe t 
make overtures for peace: he remembered, that upon that occaſion 
he contended, that no overtures could then be made for peace, con- 
ſiſtent with the honour and ſecurity of the country. In the courſ- 
of the debate, it was aſked on the other fide, will no extremity of 
danger compel you to make propoſitions for peace? He believed he 
replied upon that occafion as he had upon others, that every queſtion 
of danger was in its nature comparative, and that in a conteſt of 
the preſent nature, they would decide upon circumſtances as they 
aroſe ; but unleſs he ſaw better grounds for makiog overtures for 
peace, and a greater chance of its being ſecure and Eondurable than 
then exiſted, he would continue the conteſt as long as he was ſup- 
ported by the People of England; that Miniſters had done their 
duty; and then he uſed the expreſſion, 


Toto certandum eſt corpore Reg 11. 


But though Virgil could not-be miſunderſtood, yet the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had ſhewn that Virgil could be altered. He 
then pretied the propriety of making overtures for peace upon theſe 
grounds. Make the attempt, ſaid he, and if you fail, if the enemy 
will not conſent to peace upon fair and equitable terms, at leaſt you 
will have attained the object of dividing France and uniting Eng- 


land, and then it was the right honourable gentleman uſed the 
phraſe, 


Toto certandam eft corpore Regni, 


The right honourable gentleman had ſcen the experiment tried; 
he had ſcen overtures made for peace, and he had feen the mode in 
which thoſe overtures had been rejected by the Directory, and he 
truſted that at leaſt the right honourable gentleman would recollcct 
his Latin pledge. 

He had ſeen the proud and inſulting rejection of our propoſal for 
peace, and if he wiſhed to inſpire the country wich vigour, and not 
to diſcourage it by drawing deſponding pidtures of its ſituation, he 
would now fairly perform the ſolemn promiſe he had given. Ie 


- was not aware of any poſſible objection the right honourable gentle- 
man could ſuggeſt ; could he expect that the enemy ſhould have 


treated us with more inſulting haughtineſs * could he expect any 
thing more hoſtile on the part of the enemy, than that after months 
of ſolicitation on our part, they ſhould refuſe us all explanation, and 


all diſcuſſion? No terms offered by them, no anſwer made by 


them to our propoſal, but the demand, as 4 Preliminary, of ev 


; thing which could come into diſcuſſion in the cgurſe of the negotia- 
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tion. What farther inſults did the right honourable gentleman 
think this country ſhould receive to induce him to perform his 
pledge * 

The other honourable gentleman had diſcovercd another diſti ne- 
tion to Juſtify his conduct He admitted that there were times in 
which he had ſaid, that if the French would not conſent to peace 
upon fair terms, that he would conſent to ſupport even the preſent 
Government. But that was before the diſcovery which the honour- 
able gentleman now ſtated he had made in the laſt ſeſſion, that the 
French could not poſſibly make peace with His Majeſty's preſent 
Miniſters : and the ground upon which he founded that aſſertion 
was this, that the French Government knew we were not ſincere, 
and the principles upon which we firſt began the war ſhewed that we 
never could be fincere in any negotiation for peace we might carry on 
with them. It was rather a ſingular circumſtance, that this argyu- 
ment did not occur to the honourable gentleman when he gave that 
ſolemn pledge; becauſe if the principles upon which the war was 
commenced, clearly ſhewed that the Engliſh Government could 
never be ſincere in their efforts for peace, the honourable gentleman 
ought not to have given a pledge to ſupport them. He would not 
now enter into an argument with the right honourable gentleman as 
to who were the aggreſſors in the war. But the Houſe, he was ſure, 
would not forget the circumitance of Mr. Chauvelin quitting this 
country, and the ſubſequent declaration of war by France, which 
proved, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, that we were compelled to 
enter into this war to defend ourſelves againſt the unprovoked ag- 
greſſion of France. 

Put though Miniſters had not entered into the war for the purpoſe 
of deltroving any ſet of principles in France, vet it did not follow 
that living been forced into the war by the unjuſt aggreſſion of 
France, we were* nat to oppoſe thoſe principles which were ſo dan- 
gerous to every civilized government, and particularly as they had led 
to that unprovoked aggreſſion againſt us. But the honourable gentleman 
had ſaid that Minitters had declared they would not make peace with 
France— Miniſters ſaid no ſuch thing, they ſaid they never could 
conſent to a peace which was to facrifice at once the ſecurity and 
the honour of England. 

The next point infiſted upon by the honourable gentleman was, 
that His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters could never apply for peace, 
without admitting that this country was come to the loweſt ſtate of 
Ciſtreſs. If the honourable gentleman could prove that in th 
mode in which the Britiſh Government applied for peace, they had 
given up the ſafety and honour of the country ; if that could be 
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proved, then, indecd, it might be ſaid that we were come to the 
loweſt extremity. 

But it now appeard that, in order to give ourſelves not a ſolid, 
permanent peace, but to enable us to have a chance of makins 
peace, we were fo have this total change in our government and in 
the whole of our ſyſtem. But what were the principles of thoſe 
who were ſo forward in calling for peace from France? thcir opi— 
nion had been gradually inereaſing from the commencement of the 
war to the preſcat time; they now had reached the point of faying 
that the war was perfectly juſt on the part of France. "Theſe gen- 
tlemen hed now pretty clearly diſcovered their opinions; they {aid 
that the ordinary mode of raiſing the ſupplies were gone, but they 
had not ſtated what was the mode they themſelves would ſuggeſt, 
But tucy go the length of ſaving that all extraordinary means of 
Tzifing were bad So that, upon the whole, tle mode theſe gentle- 
men would recommend, as the beſt and ſafeſt to obtain peace, would 
be to tell the enemy you may aſk what terms you plcaſe, becauſe we 
are the aggreſſors; beſides, our finances are ſo exhauſted, that we 
have not the means of reſiſting any terms you may think proper to 
impoſe upon us. This was the plan by which theſe gentlemen 
ſeemc'i to think we might obtain a peace up2n honourable and ſe- 
eure terms ; but he did not think they would find the Houſe comeur 
with them in that opinion. He could not, kewever, help admitring, 
that tus plan of pacification came with peculiar confiſteney from 
gentlemen, who, upon all occaſions, had. detended the cauſe of 
France againſt their own country, who had uniformly exaggerated the 
means and reſources of France, and as unitormly depreciated thoſe of 
England, 

Whatever opinion theſe gentlemen might entertain of the origin 
of the war, or of the fincerity with which Miniſters catried on the 
negotiation for peace, whatever thev might think about the want of 
capacity of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; whatever might be their opi- 
nion of the ſtate of the finances, or of the degree of cxpence en- 
tailed upon the country; whatever might then be their opinion upon 
all, or any of theſe points, ſtill he could not conceive it poſſible 
gravely to contend, that the mode which they had ſuggeſted was 
likely to be in any degree efficacious in reſtoring the bleſſings of 
peace. He thought the Houſe would take much more likely means 
of ſucceeding in their object, by giving their ſupport to the preſent 
Government, acting upon the preſent ſyſtem a ſyſtem which had 
for its object the obr-ining of peace by means of vigorous exertions for 
war, by calling forth the native energy of Engliſhmen, and not by 
endeayouting to make them deſpund. 
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After, however, painting the Nate of the country in the blackeſt 

colours—after doing cvery thing likely to make the enemy treat us 
with inſult, the gentlemen on the other fide had felt themſelves 
juſtified in oppoſing the plan that had been propoſed for railing the 
extraordinary ſupplies within the year and now that they thought 
they had diſcharged their duty as faithful repreſentatives to the 
country at large, and to their own conſtituents in particular, by 
merely aſking Miniſters to make a peace, Without pointing out the 
means by which it was likely to be obtained, they ſay, peace can- 
not be obtained by the preſent Miniſters, therefore reject all means 
tor the proſecution of the war; this was a line of conduct which, 
even upon their own principles, he could not account for; for ſup- 
poſing they had ſucceeded in proving to the Houſe that the King's 
Miniſters ought to be diſmiſſed, and that this great, radical, and un- 
explained change ought to take place, ſtill ſupplies would be neceſ- 
fary, becauſe the war muſt be carried on until theſe great changes 
could be effected; and, conſequently, in the interim, ſupplies would 
be wanting. Therefore, upon their own principles, they ought not 
to oppoſe this meaſure, 
The facrifice which the right honourable gentleman aſked as the 
price of his ſupporting this meaſure, was nothing leſs than a complete 
change of ſyſtem, both in England and Ireland; and, until tat 
change was made, the right honourable gentleman ſcemed to think 
that France would not make peace. But, admitting tc neceffity 
of this total alteration, this radical change, he ſuppoſed it would not 
be the work of a day ; and, until it was effected, ſurely the means 
ot detence ought to be provided. He would not preſs the right ho- 
nourable gentleman to diſcloſe the nature of that ſyſtem which he 
wiſhed to ſubſtitute in the place of the preſent one, and which he had 
enveloped in ſuch myſterious filenze ; but he would aſk, if no ſup- 
plies were granted, how he would defend the country until this 
amazing change was effected? Did the right honourable gentle- 
man ſuppoſe, that becauſe he had talked of the wonderful effects of 
a new ſyſtem, of which nothing was explained, except that it would 
be acceptable to France, that the Houſe was inſtantly to ceaſe their 
exertions, and leave the country at the mercy of the enemy, by 
ſeaving it without defence? Upon what ground was it that this 
ſuppoſed change which we were to make would conciliate the fa- 
vour of France? He.ſaw no other means by which that object 
could be effected, except by taking away many of thoſe diſtinctions 
Which now exiſted between the two countries, and which tended to 
make us at once an object of the hatred and theenvy of France. But 
it was ſaid, we could not call ourſelves unanimous while Ireland re- 
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mained in fo diſtracted a ſtate, and that the enemy would be juſtified 
in policy in not treating with us while that country remained in 
that ſituation: this ſurely was a ſingular kind of argument. He 
ſhould be glad to know, what the right honourable gentleman would 
have ſaid, if, when La Vendee was in a ſtate of inſurreQion, the 
French had made us fair and equitable offers of peace, and the 
Engliſh Government had replied, No ; you are not unanimous; 
we will not make peace with vou while La Vendee remains in ſuch 
a ſituation.” It was a moſt ſingular mode of juſtifying the French 
for not making peace, to ſay, that Ireland is in a diſtracted ſtate, 
and vigorous meaſures have been found neceſſary to check the ef- 
fects of thoſe French principles which have been difleminated, un- 
fortunately with more ſucceſs, though not with more zeal, in Ire- 
land than in other places, and the object of which was, to ſubſtitute 
French liberty in the place uf the Britiſh Corſtitution. He could 
not conceive how that degree of perfect unanimity, which the right 
honourable gentleman ſeemed to think ſo neceſſary, could be ob- 
tained while theſe principles were difſeininated with ſuch induſtry ; 
but this was not the time to enter into this diſcutlion ; and he had 
only alluded to this ſubject, to ſhew the conſiſteney of the right hg. 
nourable gentleman's argument, when applied to the caſe of La 
Vendce. But after all, did the right honourable gentleman ſeriouſly 
imagine that he had convinecd tlic Houſe that it was unneceſſary for 
them to make great efforts? He had relied much upon the decla- 
rations which had becn made out of doors reſpecting this tax ; as 


far as the public opinion accorded with the right honourable gentle- 


man's views, fo far he ſecmed inclined to treat it with reſpect ; but 
he totally laid out of his conſiderations thoſe ſentiments which ac- 
companied thoſe declarations. Though, in ſome inſtances, the 
people had expreſſed their diſapprobation of this tax, in its preſent 
ſtate, without any of the alterations and modifications which it 
would be neceſſary to make, yet they never went the length of tlic 
right honourable gentleman, and ſaid, that no ſupplies at all ought tc 
be raiſed ; on the contrary, in the caſe of the borough of Southwark, 
they had expreſſed the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the neceſſity of making 
great and vigorous exertions for the public defence. Could this 
be a ſubje& of doubt, after all the papers relative to the rupture of 
the negotiation had been laid before the Houſe, and above all, ſince 
they had ſeen the late proclamation of the Directory? Indeed he 
ſhould feel aſhamed if it could now become matter of argument. It 
then it might be aſſumed, as an indiſputable propoſition, that great 
and vigorous exertions were neceſſary at the preſent arduous eriſis, 
the next point for conſideration was, whether a large part of tie 
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ſupplies of the year ought to be raiſed, by the mode now propoſed, 
within the year ; or whether the whole ſhould be raiſed by the old 
ſyſtem of funding? This was the real queſtion for conſideration ; 
but, inſtead of diſcuſſing it, the gentlemen on the other fide had ex- 
erted all their abilities to prove that we ought to make no efforts at 
all, They had never given any anſwer to the only important queſ- 
tion, vIz., If great exertions were neceſſary, how they were to be 
ade? Inſtead of this, they had only faid, that a propoſal to de- 
part from the funding ſyſtem came with a very bad grace from him, 
who had funded ſo much. This could not be confidered as a very 
lung argument; and he ſhould have thought, that the gentlemen, 
after ſo long an abſence from their parliamentary duty, would have 
diſcovered ſome more efficacious mode of reaſoning, than to ſay, 
« Do not adopt a good meaſure, becauſe you ought to have adopted 
it ſooner.” Surely the Houſe had a right to expect, from a grave 
and experienced Stateſman, ſomething more than a declaration, that 
if any means could be deviſed to raiſe a large proportion of the ſup- 
plies within the year, and if theſe means were in their nature un- 
objectionable, he ſhould not oppoſe them. This could not be con- 
ſidered as a very great inſtance of condeſcenſion. However, the 
rrincipal objeRion ot the right honourable gentleman ſeemed to be, 
wat thoſe extraordinary means ought not to be reſorted to now, 
when a great and obvious neceſſity exiſted, becauſe we had not 
employed them when no ſuch neeceſſity did exiſt. 


But gentlemen ſeemed to confider, that by adopting the preſent 
a mode of raiſing a part of the ſupply, the ſyſtem of funding was to 
: be given up, and the preſent ſubſtituted in its room. If gentlemen 
q had been preſent in their places when this meaſure was firſt propoſed, 
K they would have known that the funding ſyſtem was not given up; "F- 
X on the contrary, he had propoſed that the larger part of the ſupplics «0 | f 
; of the year ſhould be raiſed by wav of Loan. It was thought ad- 1 
, viſeable, as the funds had been ſo much increaſed, to eaſe them, "1.08 
” by procuring a large part of the ſupplies in a different mode; there- Will 
5 tore, ſo far from giving up the ſyſtem of funding, the preſent plan 1 
8 was intended to rclieve it. That this object, if it could be attained, wil 
8 would be moſt defirable, could not be queſtioned, even by thoſe who 1 
1 diſliked the preſent tax. | 1 | 
E Having ſaid thus much, he did not think it neceſſary to argue "1h ; 
x p this point more at length upon this occaſion. The point that called | bp; 
particularly for the conſideration of the Houſe was this, aſſuming 1 
4 that it was neceſſary to raiſe a large ſum within the year, was the ; 9 | 
preterit plan the moſt expedient, and the moſt likely to be effeQual ? i 


a conlidering this ſubject, the two honourable gentlemen on the 
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other fide had argued very differently. The firſt called it a Tax 
upon Property — the other, a general Tax upon Income. The 
latter was nearer the truth, but neither of them were corre&. 
With reſpe& to the honourable gentleman who called this a Tax 
upon property, it was aſtoniſhing that he ſhould be ſo ill informed of 
what paſſed in that Houſe, even though he was abſent, as to ſtate as 
arguments againſt this plan, the very topics which he (Mr. Pitt) had 
urged in order to obviate ſome objections which had been made to 
it. The honourable gentleman had contended, that a tax upon 
property, ſuppoſing it poſſible that the amount of the property could 
be aſcertained, would not be a proper meaſure. In this opinion, 
however, the honourable gentleman differed from thoſe declarations 
out of doors againſt his tax, upon which ſo much reliance had been 
placed on the other fide of the Houſe. However, the honourable 
gentleman had puſhed this argument to a greater length than he jad 
done. He (Mr. Pitt) had ſaid, that if the amount of every man's 
property could be aſcertained, it would be a moſt defirable thing to 
make the people contribute to the public exigence, in proportion to 
their wealth. But there exiſted no means of aſcertaining the pro- 
perty of individuals, except ſuch as were of a nature that could not 
be reſorted to. Inſtcad, therefore, of a tax upon property, this was 
what he had ſtated it to be, a tax upon general expenditure ; and in 
opening it to the Houſe, he had anticipated an ohjection which he 
thought would be made, viz. that this tax applied only to ſuch in- 
come as was in expenditure. This was an inconvenience which it 
was impoſſible to avoid, without having reeourſe to ſuch a ſcrutiny 
of property as muſt, in every point of wiew, be highly objection- 
able. That the preſent plan was in its nature imperfect he was 
ready to admit, and had ſtated it to be fo when he firſt introduced 
the ſubject ; but he thought it the beſt and moſt general criterion 
that could be found. The queſtion then was, whether this plan 
was ſo very imperfect, and ſo objectionable in principle, that it 
ouglit immediately to be rejected; or whether, after proper altera- 
tion and modification, it might not be of the greateſt public benefit 
The right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, had not conſi- 
dered this with his uſual accuracy ; for, becauſe this tax was calcu- 
lated at ſeven millions, and that it was not to exceed a tenth part 
of a perſon's income, he had calculated the whole income of the 
country at only ſeventy millions: but the inaccuracy of this ealeu- 
lation muſt be obvious to the right honourable gentleman, when be 
recollected, that though this tax never took more than one-tenth of 
the income, yet, in many caſes, it took only the 1 20th part, and 
in ſome caſes took nothing. But at all events, this obſervation W# 
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inapplicable, becauſe he had never ſpoken of the general income of 
the country, but only ſo much of it as was in expenditure. With- 
out dilating more upon this part of the ſubject, he ſhould ſay a few 
words upon what he conſidered as the leading objections to this 
meaſure.— The right honourable gentleman had made a diviſion of 
the different kinds of property, which appeared to him to be incor- 
rect, inasmuch as it omitted one great ſource of income. The right 
bonourable gentleman's diviſion was, income ariſing from landed 
eſtates, from commercial purſuits, and from property in the funds. 
As to the income derived from profeſſional exertions, the right 
honourable gentleman had very properly clafied it under the head 
of commercial gains. But he had omitted one great ſource of in- 
come, viz. that which was reccived as the reward of labour; and 
of the latter claſs many were exempted by the criterion now pro- 
poſed. The right honourable gentleman had contended, that this 
would operate as a tax upon funded property, which always had 
been, and muſt ever be, conſidered as inviolate. But the meaſure 
now propoſed by no means tended to affect property in the funds. 
No deſeription of income, whether ariſing from landed eſtates, com- 
mercial purſuits, or funded property, was meant to be exempted 
from the operation, becauſe it was meant to attach upon ex- 
penditure in general. Where was the injuſtice of this?“ Why,“ 
fys the right honourable gentleman, “ by taxing the expenditure 
of a man whoſe income is derived from the funds, you do in fact 
tax his property in the funds.” —1It this was a valid objection, it 
ougat not only to induce the Houle to reje& this meaſure, but to 
repeal every tax that ever was laid on; becauſe it was impoſſible to 
lugzeſt a tax which would not be paid by people having money in 
tue funds. Every tax impoſed upon cunſumption, of courſe muſt 
be deiraved by people who had property in the funds, but it was 
abſurd ty ſay that was a tax upon the funds. If this objection was 
never made to taxes which were in their nature perpetual, it ap- 
peared to him fingular that it ſhould now for the firſt time, be made 
to a tax which was merely temporary. — The next objection of the 
night honourable gentleman was, that a tax upon commercial in- 
come was not juſt, for, ſaid he, a man's landed property is his own ; 
but the income he derives from commerce, is partly derived from 
his induſtry, This was not a time to enter into a minute diſcuſſion 
ok theſe arguments; but ſurely the right honourable gentleman did 
not mean to contend that commercial gains were not a fair object of 
tacation. Thoſe gains were derived under the protection of the 
laws of the country, and conſequently ought to contribute proportion- 
ably to ſupport them.—He did not, however, mean to contend that 
Vor. IV. 3 N 
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many diſtinctions ought not be made, and in the Committee modi. 
fications would undoubtedly be propoſed - As to perſons who em. 


ployed great capitals, in proportion to their annual gains, they would 


be leſs affected than perſons of landed property; but all that cou'g 
be inferred from this was, that it was a recommendation of the cri. 
terion. Perhaps this eriterion, as far as it affected the lower claſſes, 
did not make diſtinctions enow. It would be recollected, that 
the particular reaſon he aſſigned for making this tax lower upon 
houſes than upon tlie other articles was, that it ſhould not fall too 
heavily'upon that ſpecies of income ariling from retail trade. The 
right honourable genileman had next cenfured the mode of appeal 
given in this caſe, Some alterations might alſo be made upon thiz 
ſubject; but ſtill he thought that mode of correcting the operation 
of the tax might be uſeful. The right honourable gentleman kim- 
ſelf had admitted, that it might with propriety be applied to landed 
property; and, on the other hand, be (Vir. Pitt) was willing to ad- 
mit, that as far as it related to the lower claſs of retail dealer 

ſome modification was neceſſary. Theſe were the general bicAion 
which had been made to the plan, and he ſhould now leave them to 


the conſideration of the Houſe, with the obſervations he had made 


upon then:. 

He was aware that there were many who thought that rather than 
take this viſible criterion of aſcertaining property, it would be better 
to lay a general tax upon property. Undoubtedly, it they could find 
the means of taxing property equally, without compelling improper 
diſcloſure, it would be a moſt deſirable object: but as that could 
not be done without being open to ſtronger objections than the pre- 
ſent plan, it became neceſſary that ſome viſible criterion ſhould be 
found. If that were the caſe, could any criterion be found more 
general in its nature than the aſſeſſed taxes? The perſons imme— 
diately affected by this tax amounted to Soo, ooo, and, through 
them, extended to about 4,000,000 of perſons. By this plan a 
great number of poor perſons would be wholly excluded, and above 
half of the number before mentioned would contribute very little. 

The Committee upon this bill might, and he had no doubt 
would, make many amendments in favour of ſhopkeepers ; but all 
this would be conſiſtent with the principle of the bill. The Com- 
mittee might, if they thought proper, make an alteration in the 
ſcale propoſed, without any dereliction of the principle of the bill. 
Many mitigations were, undoubtedly, neceſſary; but if the utmoſt 
inference that could be drawn from this was, that the exemptions 
ſhould be carried farther than was propoſed in the Committee of 
ways and means, how did that affe& the general principle of the 
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meaſure, when they had the means of obviating in the Committee the 
only objections that had been made againſt it? Without going now 
into thoſe details, which he wiſhed to reſerve for a future period, 
he ſhould only ſavy, that if it was admitted that great exertions ought 
to be made, and that a large part of the ſupplics ought to be raiſed 
within the year, and if the only objection to this criterion was, that 
it would bear hard upon the lower orders of retail dealers, and it 
appeared to be within their power to obviate this objection; then, 
upon what ground could they heſitate, unleſs they had changed their 
oninions—unlefs, inſtead of making preparations for war, they were 
determined to begin by begging for peace from an haughty and in- 
ſulting enemy ? If they were not determined to give up every means 
of exertion, had they any option but to go into a Committee upon 
this bill, to remedy the inconveniences that might reſult from it, if 
paſſed in its preſent ſhape * — What was the conduct which the gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide wiſhed the Houſe to adopt? It was to re- 
ject this meaſure at once, and thereby to deelare that they would 
not make great efforts to raiſe the {upplies within the year, If the 
Houſe adopted this advice, it would be proclaiming to France, and 
to the World, their repentance for having dared to ſtand up in de- 
fence of their laws, heir religion, and of every thing that was valu- 
able to them as Engliſhmen. It would be tumbling themſelves 
before a haughty adverfary ; and, when they had no means of de- 
fence, imploring mercy and forgiveneſs from an enemy from whom 
we had to expect neither. 

Upon theſe grounds, he hoped the Houſe would read the bill a ſe- 
cond time, and let it go into a Committee. 

Mr. FOX in explanation denied having ſaid no peace could be 
had without a reform. The Electors of Weſtminſter objected to 
the principle of the bill, they objected to any increaſe of the aſſeſſed 
taxcs. 


Mr. SHERIDAN denied having ſaid he would not vote the 
lupplics. 

Mr. Alderman COME ſaid he had received that day inſtrue- 
tions from his conſtituents, in Common Hall, to oppoſe the bill, 
notwithitanding any modifications. He would always obey the in- 
ſtructions of his conſtituents. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, that the reſolutions voted by the inhabi- 
tants of Southwark had been propoſed by a worthy Magiſtrate, his 
ſtrenuous opponent, and a great admirer of the right honourable 
gentleman, who had ſaid, what were extraordinary words for a Ma- 
biltrate, that if the tax ſhould paſs into a law, it could not be collected. 
His expreſſion about a general retainer had been frequently objected 
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to; but the right honourable gentleman could not deny that he was 
duly retained by his conſtituents againſt him. 


Mr. MAINWARING faid he had received many reſolutions 
from different pariſhes in the county of Middleſex againfi the mez- 
ſure, all of which declared againſt the principle of the bill, denying 
that it could be ſo altered as to be tolerable. Ihe words uſed in 
the reſolutions were ſo ſtrong, that he was forry to be otliged t9 
repeat them in the Houſe. The people declared, © that if the 
« meaſure was enforced, they would either reſiſt or fink 
it.“ ä | 

The Houſe divided 

For the ſecond reading, 175 —Againſt it, 50. 


Mr. FOX ſaid, he would not oppoſe the bill till it came out of 
the Committee, as his objections were to the whole of the 
meaſure. 

The bill was committed for Monday. 


Lift f the Minority who dated againſt the ſecond reading of the Bil 
for the increaſe of the Aſjiſſed Taxes. 


Aſtley, J. W. Jekvll, J. 

Barclay, Geo. Kemp, T. 

Beauclerk, C. G. Langſton, J. 

Bird, W. W. Lloyd, J. X. 

Bouverie, Hon. E. (North- Mainwaring, W. 
ampton) Nicholls, J. 

Brogden, J. North, Dudlcy 

Burch, J. R. Prirte, Henry 

Burdett, Sir F. Pocl.in, W. 

Byng, George Rawdon, Hon. John 

Clayton, Sir R. Rawdon, Hon. George 

Coke, D. P. Richardion, : 

Copley, Sir L. Robton, L'. B. 

Courtenay, IJ. Rutiel, Lord Wm. 

Deniſon, W. I. Sheridan, R. B. 

Edwards, Bryan Sinclair, Sir J. 

Fitzpatrick, R. H. R. Spencer, Lord Robeit 

Fox, Right Hon. C. J. Stanley, Lord. 

Hare, James St. John, Hon. St. Andrew 

Hawkins, Sir C. Tarleton, General 

Howard, Henry Thompſon, Thomas 


Huſſey, Wm. Thornton, H. 
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Tierney, George Weſtern, C. C. 
Tufton, Hon. Henry Wigley, E. 
Tufton, Hon. John Willon, Richard 
Walwyn, James 


TELLERS, 
Ticrney, George Combe, Alderman 


Friday, Deceriber 15. 
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Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that on a former oceaſion he had en- 
tered fully into the ſubject upon which he grounded his preſent 
motion, and therefore he ſhould not have occaſion to trouble the 
Houſe with many obſervations. He adverted to the laſt Report of 
the Committee of Finance, from wich he ſaid he drew his facts, 
and which he ſhould ſubmit to the contideration of the Houſe. The 
whole of what he had to ſubmit was contained in an addreſs, which 
was of fome length. He then read the addrefs, and moved it, 
of which the following is a copy: 

„% That an humble addrefs be preſented to His Majeſty, to re- 
preſent to His Majeſty, that we obſerve with great concern the new 
diviſion of the State Office which His Majeſty has been pleaſed to » 
make, by the creation of the office of a third Secretary of State for 1 
the War Department; a department inſtituted for the firſt time in i | 
tae month of July 1794, and ſubſequently recognized and con- 1 
trmed by an order of His Majeſty in Council on the 27th of Fe- 1 þ 
bruary 1795. By that order it appears, that the ſaid War Depart- 4.68 
ment is put upon an eſtabliſhment, which gives to the Crown the a0 
ditibution of the following new ſalaries, namely, one of 6, oool. well. 
one of 1, 5 00l. one of 6501, one of 450l. two of Zool. one of 2 
200l. one of 1501., and three of 1001. per annum each, all of wy 
tiem falaries free from every deduction. 14 

That we feel ourſelves called upon to obſerve, that the bu- 
ſnzfs of the State Oftice has uſuaily been tranſacted by two Prin- 
ipal Sceretaries of State, and that the office, commonly called the 
oftice of Third Secretary of State, or Sceretary for the Colonies, was 
unknown previous to the year 1768. That, in the year 1782, 
His Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to order that it ſhould be ſup- 
pretied ; and that, by an act, paſſed in the 22d year of His Ma- 
Jelty's reign, it was enacted that it ſhould be“ utterly aboliſhed 
and taken away.” 

* With all becoming deference, to ſubmit to His Majeſty, that 
the revival of the office of Third Sccretary of State can be re- 
garded, by his faithful Commons, without Jealouſy, only when 
ailing from the evident neceſſity of the caſe, That the new divi- 
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fion of he State Office, againſt which we humbly remon Irate, 
cannot, from what appears before us, be conſidered as neeeffary 
while, from the protuſion of emoluments with which it is accom. 


panied, and the nature of the arrangements with which it has been. 


carried into effect, it excites in us feclings of deep anxicty for the 
honour of His Majeſty, and the liberty and independence cf Par. 
liament. 

That it appears, that the right honourable Henry Dundas did, 
white he performed the dutics of the office now filled by his Grace 
the Duke of Portland, known by the name of the Home Depart. 
ment, tranſact every part of the buſinets which has tnce been *made 
to conſtirute the ſeparate employment of a new war eſtabliſhment; 
that he io tranſacted this buſineſs not only during a period of peace, 
but alſo during a long period of war, namely, trom the month of 
February 1793 to the month of July 1794, and that the only ad- 
ditional expcnce incurred, during the increaſed bulineſs of the lat. 
ter period, was 5 30l. per annum, being the ſalary of four extra 
clerks. Farther to repreſent to His Majeſty, that the right honour- 
able Henry Dundas did, while Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, not only diſcharge the entire dutics of that office (ins 
cluding, as at that time they did, thoſe of the preſent new war eſta- 
bliſhment) but likewiſe conſider himſelf as competent to exceute the 
additional buſineſs of the treaſurer of the navy, of the Chief Com- 
miſſioner for the Affairs of India, and of the Keeper of the Signet 
in Scotland. 

„% That it would have afforded us ſome ſatisfaction to have 
perceived, that, when a new office was ereated to execute a part of 
the buſineſs of the Home Department, the Home Department had 
undergone a reduction of eſtabliſhment proportioned to the decreaſe 
of the duties remaining to be diſcharged. But we obferve with 
ſurprize that no ſuch reduction has taken place; on the contrary, 
we find the eſtabliſhment to have been increaſed. 

« Humbly to repreſent to His Majeſty, that, in the year 1782, 
the net receipt of the State Office (including certain offices annexed 
to it) was 26,515 per annum. The net receipt, now eſtabliſhed, 
is 41,430l. Thetotal number of perſons employed inthe State Office 
in 1782, was forty-eight, the number at preſent is fixty-fix, ſo 
that the amount of net eſtabliſhed e ap is increaſed by the 
ſum of 14,9151. per annum, and the patronage augmented by an 
addition of eighteen places. That we cannot avoid alſo obſerving, 
that, by a Minute of the Board of Treaſury, dated the 14th of 
March 1 783, it appears to have been His Majeſty" s gracious inten- 
tim to a!!;;w to each cf his principle Secrctarics of State, being then 
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two in number, a net falary of 4, 5 ool, making together a ſum of 
g,o00l.; whereas, by the eſtabliſhment ſettled in Council in 1795, 
they have each of them, being three in number, a net ſalary of 
6,0001., making together a ſum of 18,0001. We humbly con- 
ceive, that the buſineſs of the State Office being divided amongſt 
three Secretaries inſtead of, as formerly, between two, would rather 
have juſtified a diminution than an increaſe of that allowance, 
which, in 1783, His Majeſty confidered as ſufficiently liberal. 

« To repreſent to His Majeſty, that, deeply as we are impreſſed 
with the magnitude of this increaſed influence, there are other cir- 
eumſtances attending the new arrangement of the State Office, 
which we contemplate with ſtill greater anxiety. 

« By the Order of His Majeſty in Council in 1795, the fees 
and gratuities, heretofore. received by the different offices in the 
State Office, were directed to be applied towards the expence of the 
eſtabliſhment, and fixed falaries given in lieu of them. That, 
much as we approve of the principle of this regulation, we cannot 
refrain from humbly repreſenting to His Majeſty, that, by the ap- 
plication of it in the inſtance before us, it has been made to ſerve as 
a ſceret and indirect mode of increaſing the influence of the Crown, 
and of adding to the revenues of the Civil Liſt, without the know- 
ledge or conſent of Parliament. 

« It appears, that the ſum, annually paid from the Civil Lift 
to the ſupport of the State office, previous to the preſent arrange- 
ment, was 14,2401. That, in the year 1795, in conſequence of 
ihe new appropriation of the fees, and of the arrangements made on 
the diviſion of the office, no more than 3,3791. was to be provided 
for out of the Civil Liſt, which therefore gained in that year the 
ſum of 10,8611. That, by the increaſe of fees received in the 
three firſt quarters of the year 1796 (the lateſt period to which the 
accounts before us are made up) the Civil Liſt was exonerated 
from any payment beyond the ſum of 2,1781. and even that ſum 
liable to be diminiſhed by the receipt of fees in the fourth quarter of 
that year ; ſo that the gain to the Civil Liſt, from the Order in 
Council in 1795, was in 1796 at leaſt 12,07 21., which, added to 
the preceding 10,8611., makes a ſum, gained to the Civil Liſt in 
wo years of the war, of 22, 933l., excluſive of what may have been 
derived from the operation of this arrangement in the year 1794 
and 1797, of which we poſſeſs no authentic information, but which 
cannot be eſtimated at a4cſs ſum than was obtained in the two 
ears of which we have an account. 

* That the Civil Liſt has not, however, gained theſo ſums by 
the tingle operation of bringing the tres to account, but by certain 
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arrangements, of a nature which we cannot contemplate without the 
moſt lively concern. 

« Tt is with regret we ſee any part of His Majeſty's Civil Lift 
depending on the generoſity of his Miniſters, and the patronage of 
the Crown appearing to be dealt out as a matter of bargain, 

& Tt appears that, by the arrangement in queſtion, the right ho- 
nourable Lord Grenville, having, as auditor of the Exehcquer, a 
falary of 4,000l. per annum, and as Secretary of State a falarv of 
6,0001. per annum, does not receive of the latter ſum more than 
3,200l. and conſequently gives to the Civil Liſt the annual ſum of 
2,800l. That the right honourable Henry Dundas, having, as 
Treaſurer of the Navy, 4,000l. as Commiſſioner for the Affairs of 
India 2,000l. as Keeper of the Signet in Scotland 1,500l. and as 
Secretary of State a ſalary of 6,0001. per annum, does not in fac 
receive from this laſt appointment more than 2,0001. and conſe— 
quently gives to the Civil Liſt the annual ſum of 4,000]. 

«© That we humbly entreat His Majeity's royal attention to theſe 
facts, the reſult of which is, that the influence of the Crown has 
been largely and unneceſſarily increaſed ; that enormous falaries 
have been aſligned to perſons who, by a private arrangement, were 
to ſurrender a great proportion of them to other uſes than thoſe for 
which they were oſtenſibly granted; and that a large ſum has been 
ſecretly furniſhed to the Civil liit without the knowledge or conſent 
of Parliament. 

© That our duty to our country, and our attachment to His Ma- 
jeſty, demand from us, particularly at the preſent awful eriſis, this 
repreſentation ; and that we ſubmit it to His Majeſty's royal wiſdom 
to take ſuch ſteps, in regard to the matter of it, as may appear to his 
paternal goodneſs moſt likely to contribute to the honour of the 
Crown, the independence of Parliament, and the ſecurity of the 
Conſtitution.” | 

Mr. Tierney then ſaid, that he had done his duty in laying be- 
fore the Houſe the addreſs they had juſt heard, and giving them an 
opportunity of deciding upon it. 

General TARLETON ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, the ſituation in which he was 


placed was a very unpleaſant one, being compelled to ſpeak a great 
deal of himſelf. He ſhould leave moſt of the topics to be diſeuſſed 
by his friends. He then entered into the hiſtory of the othce of 
Secretary of State, and ſaid that he had never deſired it, nor had he 
any idea of continuing in it above a few months when. he was ap- 
pointed. He ſaid it was a very laborious office indeed, ever fince 
it became ſo neceſſary to be fo attentive to the police of the count!y» 
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and that duty aroſe chiefly in conſequence of the unfortunate intro- 
duRion into this country of principles and political ſentiments that 
were incompatible with our Conſtitution. He took notice of his 
office of Preſident of the Board of Control, the duty of which was 
very laborious alſo. And with regard to the office of Treaſurer of 
the Navy, it had been conſidered by ſome as a ſinecure. But it had 
not been ſo to him. He had attended a great deal to the intereſts 
of thoſe whom it was his buſineſs to pay—the ſailors and thoſe 
relatives who were to receive their wages; and although the bill he 
brought into Parliament upon that ſubje was a ſhort one, yet the 
attention he gave to the ſubject was very long and laborious. He 
ſpoke handſomely of all the gentlemen in the offices under his di- 
rection, for talents and their diligence. He confeſſed, however, 
that he could give the Houſe no encouragement to expect any re- 
duction in the public expenditure of his offices, for he knew not of 
one point injwhich, conſiſtently with the due diſcharge of official duty, 
there could be any retrenchment. He muſt decline ſaying any thing 
of his talents ; but he could ſafely lay his hand upon his heart and 
declare, that in no one inſtance was he conſcious of having nan | 
his public duty. | 

Mr. GARTHSHORE juſtified his motives for accepting his. 
office under Guvernment, and oppoſed the addreſs upon the EE: 
that it ſeemed to have no ſpecific object in view. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the honourable gentleman who 
brought forward this addreſs, had declined giving the Houſe the 
trouble to hear a long ſpeech, on account, he ſaid, of the fatigue of 


: laſt night, in which fatigue he took but a very inconfiderable ſhare ; | 
W and now he · ſpared himſelf, rather than the Houſe, for although his 
. ſpeech was ſhort, the addreſs was a very long one. He then entered 


into a very high panegyrie on the talents of his noble relation and 
right honourable friend, Lord Grenville and Mr. Dundas, whoſe 
labours in the public ſervice would be aJequately eſtimated only by "1:08 
poſterity, after peruſal of the the documents which would be left be- 4:0 
hind them. He then recapitulated the ſums cf money alluded to in 


W the addreſs, and contended that they were fallaciouſly ſtated i the "my 
7 addreſs in various inſtances, to which he pointed. - He concluded - EY 
TP with obſerving that he could not affent to ſending to His Majeſty 18 
oy an addreſs which contained a miſtatement of __ and in which T8 
5 were drawn erroneous conclufions. 1 
p- Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that through the whole of his par- | 

_ liamentary life he had never witneſſed n inſtance of a motion being 

” brought forward which betrayed a more itriking example of preju- 


dice than that made this night by the honourable: gentleman. No 
Vor. IV. 30 
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diſtinction was made by him between a prodigal profuſion of the 
public money, and a wiſe and liberal expenditure of it, where the 
nature of the office to be executed, and the talents neceſſary to the 
due execution of it ſhould be properly attended to andadequately re. 
compenced. It was long a matter of aſtoniſhment to him how 4 
ſituation which required ſuch different talents and ſuch different pre. 
paratory ſtudies, could ever have been filled by one and the fame 
man; it was with ſatisfaction, therefore, that he viewed the ſepara- 
tion of offices that had taken place, and that ſatisfaction was ſ urely not 
diminiſhed when he attended to the abilities of the right honourable 
gentleman who had been appointed to diſcharge it; and if the ho- 
nourable gentleman who moved the addreſs had any acquaintance 
with the nature of public offices, he would be obliged to confeſs that 
there was never more attention, diligence, and aſſiduity evinced in 
any office, as in that where the right honourable gentleman preſided, 
Indeed he thought him a model of imitation in this reſpect ; it was 
therefore not without ſome ſenſe of indignation that he liſtened to 
the inſinuations thrown out againſt Miniſters on this occafion—in- 
ſinuations which he as an independent man would ever reprobate, 
and which a ſpirit of candoyr and liberality could never have ſug- 
geſted. He would therefore oppoſe the addreſs. 

Mr. ABBOT thought himſelf bound to defend the Committee 
of Fi inance, of which, ke had the honour to be a Member. To 
the Reports of that Committee he would adhere, nor could te 
bring himſelf to agree with the opinion now delivered in the rival 
report, brought forward. by the honourable gentleman. He then 
appealed to the hiſtory of the laſt century, to prove the neceſſity of 
a third Secretary of State. As to mere finecure places, he thought 
they afforded a very proper and practicable field for reform, and 
the preſent was a moment which called for every poſſible retrench- 
ment in that reſpect; but he was averſe to any retrenchment that 
could tend to diminiſh the ſplendour and dignity of the Crown. 
The addreſs he looked upon as impolitic and imperfect. 

Mr. R. P. CAREW was of opinion that the ſeparation of the 
two offices was highly neceſſary in the time of war, and would be 
alſo adviſeable in time of peace. 

Mr. SCROPE BERNARD defended the Committee of Fin- 
ance, and obſerved,: that it had been recommended by the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry that the ſurplus of fees ſhould go to the Civil Lift, 
to-make up for the extraordinary expences to which it was ex- 
peſed in the time of war. 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, that the moſt i dens part of the ad- 
dreſs, namely, the facts it contained, remained ſtill uncontroverted ; 


®, 
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the objections offered to them were unſupported by a tittle of what 
could be called evidence. He conrended, that the addreſs was 
drawn up with the moſt guarded circumpeQtion ; it principally 
flated the abuſe in eſtabliſhing an increaſed ſyſtem of patronage, and 
reprobated the meaſure of aggrandizing the Civil Liſt, by giving to 
it the fees of the offices of Secretary of State, as unconſtitutional, 
and unwarranted in the higheſt degree. He perceived that the 
office of third Secretary was intended as a permanent eſtabliſhment 
—the allegations referring to that point were uncontradicted, and 
the Houſe would decide on the juſtice of his inferences. He could 
not help obſerving, that ſome gentlemen on the Finance Committee 
felt ſore at his ſtatements ; and a diſtinguiſhed Member went ſo 
far as to call it a“ Rival Report.”—'The prayer of the petition to 
His Majeſty, went to induce him to do away the impreſſion, in a 
conſiderable inſtance, of the war being productive of a ſyſtem of 
emolument and patronage.— The idea of the appointment of a 
third Secretary of State, namely, for managing the affairs of Scot- 
land, was by no means an argument in favour of the appointment 
of a third Secretary of State at preſent, the circumſtances of that 
kingdom might require it at the time ; however in due time it died 
a natural death—it was no longer found neceſſary.— The office of 
American Sceretary did not long exiſt ; Parliament decidedly ſet its 
face againſt it, and declared the office to be at leaſt unneceſſary; in 
1782, by the operation of Mr. Burke's Bill, it was ſuppreſſed. 
With reſpect to what an honourable gentleman had ſtated relative 
to the omiſſion of the next clauſe of the bill, to that ſet forth in the 
addreſs, the omiſſion had by no means the effect alluded to; the 
office might certainly be revived by the Crown. But let the lan- 
guage of the Act reſpecting a revival of the office be ſeen, and the 
heavy penalties attached to the holder of the office will clearly ap- 
pear. — The bill could not be ſaid as ſpeaking in terms of approba- 
tion of the revival of the office; as well might it be ſaid that a 
penal ſtatute recognized the crime of burglary, becauſe it mention- 
ed it, for the purpoſe of attaching the penalty of hanging to the 
offender. He then adverted to what he deſcribed as the unwar- 
rantable perſonality, manifeſted by thoſe who oppoſed his motion. 
He aſſured gentlemen, it was equally painful to him to adopt per- 
ſonality in his defence, as to hear it applied to himſelf. He was 
fairly committed with one right honourable gentleman. He aſſer- 
ted the office in queſtion to be unneceſſary; that perſon averred it 
was neceſſary. In this point of view, they could proceed no 
farther. He was as willing to give credit, as to aſſume it, that 
they both ſpoke their genuine ſentiments and feelings. But, per- 
302 
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haps, the right honourable gentleman felt a little bias from the 
circumſtance of his being ii poſſeſſion of the office himſelf ; of that 

others were to judge. He repeated, however, that the appro- 
priation of the fees to the Civil Liſt, without a vote of that Houſe, 
or the ſanction of Parliament, was highly reprehenſible and uncon- 
ſtitutional: and this was one great ground of his preſent charge, 
Tf the Civil Liſt was inadequate to its purpoſes, or to the dignity 
of che Crown, it ſhould be made fo by fair, open, and conſtitutional 
means. The main points of the addreſs were two; firſt, the alle. 
gation that the office was unneceſſary; againſt which there was no 
evidence offered, but the bare atiertion of the right honourable gen- 
tleman : his allegation was burne out by the teſtimony of Mr. 
Pollock, who decidedly ſtated his opinion, that the office was un- 
neceſſary. With reſpe& to what was {11d of the unwillingneis of 
the right honourable gentleman to accept the office of Secretary, 
and that he had executed it gratuitouſſy, it ſhould appear that he 
ſoon repented of that conceſſion, for he contrived to get a falary 
Knnexed to the office of Preſident of the Board of Control, and 
ſpeedily after, to get two friends of his, Members of Parliament, 
accommodated with ſituations of 15001. a-year each; indeed, that 
gentleman never was without a train of friends to trumpet torti his 
praiſes when occaſion required. It was allo ſtrongly objc&ted to 
the addreſs, that it had no ſpeciiic hie & it however had obviouſly 
a ſpecific object, which was the abrogation of an unneceſſary office, 
and the conſequent retrenchmen: ot largr *alaries. "The exiſtence 
of the office militated agaii:t the ſpirit f Mr. Burke's bill, and the 
deprivation of the Secretaries ofice ro a certain amount in fees, of 
22,0001]. per annum, and which m was known to be much 
larger fince the war, without any account of the particular applica- 
tion of it being laid before Parliament, ought ſeriouſly to be in- 
quired into. The addreſs involved a ſpecific object, as far as it 
was in his mind decorous or proper to do ſo; it pointed to the 
gricvance, but left the ſpecific remedy in the breaſt of his Majeſty. 
His view was to make him appear as the father of his people ; he 
wiſhed to ſee the Sovereign popular ; he thought the redreſs had 
better come from that quarter ; he did not like to ſuggeſt any thing 


that might appear like an interference with the prerogative ; the 


object of the addreſs was clear and defined, no doubts could be 
entertained about it. The arrangement of the fees, and their ap- 
plication to the Civil Liſt, he thought highly reprehenſible. No 
gentleman, except thoſe immediately concerned in the office, had 
dire ly averred his op nion, that it was neceſſary: he was free to 


fublciube to certain parts of the official oonduct of the right honoute 
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able Secretary, the accuracy, correctneſs, and regularity which per- 
vaded his departments; in this view, he had conſiderable merit, and 
deſerved the encomiums which were beſtowed upon him. For his 
own part, he had no other motives in thus coming forward, but a 
fervent regard to the public welfare—loyalty to his Sovereign, and 
a wiſh, in times like the preſent, to ſee the moſt rigid economy 
enforced. — With theſe impreſſions, he deemed it his duty to per- 
fit in moving the Houſe to addreſs His Majeſty. 

Mr. R. P. CAREW explained. 

Mr. MARTIN fiid, that he had conſtitutional grounds for 


ſupporting the addreſs ; he would avow his opinion, and it was, 


that the office in queſtion tended to give an unconſtitutional patron- 
age to the Crown. 


T he queſtion was then put on the addreſs, which was negatived 
without a diviſion, 


An ACCOUNT of all Additions which have been made to the 
annual charge ot the PUBLIC DEBT, by the intereſt or an- 
nuidies of any loan that hath been made, or annuities created, 
ſubſequent to the paſſing of an Act 27 Geo. III. cap. 13; as 
required by the 7 2d ſection of the ſaid AR: and alſo of the pro- 
duce, of the ſeveral duties, granted for defraying the charge in- 
curred in reſpect of the ſame, in the year ended the 1 oth day of 
October 1797. 


An ACCOUNT of all Additions which have been made to the annual 
charge of the PUBLIC DEBT, by the intereſt or annuities for or on 
account of any loan which hath been made, or any annuities which 
have bcen created, ſubſequent to the pafling of an Act of the 25th 
year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, intituled An Act for 
© repealing the ſeveral duties of cuitoms and exciſe, and granting 
* other duties in lieu thereof, and for applying the ſaid duties, to- 
« gether with the other duties compoſing the public revenue; for per- 
** mitting the importation of certain goods, wares, and merchan- 
** dize, the produce or manufacture of the European dominions of 
the French King, into this kingdom; and for applying certain 
** unclaimed monies remaining in the Exchequer for the payment of 
* annuities on lives, to the reduction of the National Debt.” 


By yirtue of an Act 29 Geo. III. the ſum of 187, oool. 
was raiſed by annuities, after the rate of 7l. gs. gd. 
* centum per annum, for the term of 184 years, 
rom the 5th April 1789, and then to ceaſe, which 
annuities were directed by the ſaid AR to be added 
to, and made one joint ſtock with, certain annuities 
granted by two Acts of the 18th and 1gth years of the 
reign of His preſent Majeſty, payable ha't-yearly at 


the Bank of England, and charged upon the Conſo. 
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lidated Fund; the amount whereof, with the charges L. 6 & 

of management for the ſame, for the year ended the 

10th of October 1797, was 14,159 2 10 
By virtue of one other Act of the ſame ſeſſion, the ſum 

of 1,002,500l. was directed to be raiſed by annuities 

on lives, with the benefit of ſurvivorſhip, diſtributed 

into claſſes, and to be paid at the Exchequer, and 

charged upon the Conſolidated Fund (but by certain 

perſons neglecting to complete their whole payments a 

deficiency was occaſioned, whereby the ſum on which 

the annuities were granted amounted to the ſum of 

1, 02, ogol.); part of which ſaid annuities, by an Act 

of the zoth year of His ſaid Majeſty's reign, were 

converted into annuities for a certain term of 694 

years, from the 1oth of October 1790, and were 

directed by the ſaid Act to be added to, and made one 

joint ſtock with, certain annuities granted by two 

Acts of Parliament of the firſt and ſecond years of the 

reign of His preſent Majeſty, and ſeveral ſubſequent 

Acts, payable at the Bank of England; viz. 


The charge for the annuities on lives, LF. 5. 4. 1 
' payable at the Exchequer, for one 
year, from the 10th of October 1796 
to the 10th of October 1797 — 42,862 1 © 
Whereof has been reſerved at the 
Exchequer for the 
uſe of the public, 
and carried to the 
Conſolidated Fund, 
in reſpect of the 
nominees appoint- 
ed by the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Trea- 
ſury, for the quar- 
2 ended the ↄth 
of January 1 12,220 0 34 
. I 
Exchequer, to be 
carried tothe Con- 
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able at the Bank of 
England, for an- 
nuities to continue 
69; years, for one 
year, ended the 


ſolidated Fund, for 

the quarter ended 

# the 5th of July 1797 12,286 14 64 7 
| | 24,506 14 10% 

Whereby the charge to the public ; 
g is reduced to — — 18,3585 6 11 

: The charge for the annuities and , 
l management, pay- 
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1oth of October VF. . & 

5 24,039 7 2 
W incurred 

by George At- 

wood, Eſq. inſpec- 

tor of tontine cer- 

tificates, to defray 

the expence atten- 

ding the execution 

of the above-men- 

tioned Act of Par- 

lament — 0 © 
The charge for the 

clerks in the Office 

of the Clerk ofthe 

Pells, for their ſer- 

vice in executing 

the ſaid Acts, for 

one year, ended 

the 10th of Octo- 

ber 1797 — 880 o © 
The charge for neceſ- 

ſaries furniſned by 

the Uſher of the | . 

Exchequer to the » | 

Otnicers for manag- =. 

ing theſe annuities — 302 6 4 

— 26,521 1; 0 
— — 44.876 19 77 


59,036 2 5 5 | 


an ACCOUNT of the produce of the duties impofed for the pur- 
poſe of defray ing the increaſed charge occaſioned by the Annuities 
granted in purſuance of the following Acts; viz, An AR of the 2gth 
year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, intituled, An AR for 
* raiſing a certain ſum of money by way of annuities ;”” and of one 
other Act of the ſame ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled, An Act for 
* raifing a certain ſum of money by way of annuities, attended 
with the benefit of ſurvivorſhip, in elaſſes; Part of which annuities 
were, by an Act 30 Geo. III. cap. 45, converted into annuities 

for au abſolute term of years; viz. ke 
| 4. fi te 
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The Produce of the additional duties on horſes, granted 
from the 5th July 1789, for ene year, ended the 1oth 
day of October 1797 — — — 15,170 4 $2 
© produce of additional duties on carriages, granted 
from ditto, for the ſame time — — 17,423 17 114 

The produce of the additional duties on news- papers, | 
granted from the 1ſt of Auguſt 1789, for the ſame 

| | — 33,974 17 10 

The produce of the additional duties on advertiſements, 0 F | 
ditto . Wen — 11,8109 10 © 

The produce of the additional duty on cards, ditto = 5, 109 6 © 

| 1 
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. . 
The produce of the additional duty on dice, ditto — * 10 
The produce of the duties on legacies or ſhares of per- 
ſonal eſtates, ditto — — — 5.040 © o 
The produce of the duties on probates of wills, ditto 34,875 10 © 


123,2 7 16 61 
The amount of the charges for annuities, &c. as on the 97 8 
other ſide 


$9,036 2 57 


2 


Surplus of theſe duties in the year ended the 1oth of 
October 1797 _— — 


64,261 14 o 
By virtue of an Ad 33 Geo. III. the ſum of 4, Foo, oool. was 
borrowed for the ſervice of the year 1793; the contributors 
whereof were entitled, for every 721. contributed and paid, to 
I ool. capital ſtock, after the rate of 31. per centum per annum, 
amounting to 6,200,000]. and to be added to, and make one 
Joint ſtock with, the 31. per centum annuities, conſolidated by 
AQts 25, 28, 29, 32, and 33 Geo. II. and ſeveral ſubſe. 
quent Acts, and to commence from the 5th day of January 


1793 
4. . 
The charge in reſpect of the ſame, for one year's annuity 


and management, amounts to — — 190,312 10 © 
In purſuance of an Act 32 Geo. III. cap. 5 f. directin 

the one hundredth part of any loan or capital ſtock 

created after the paſſing of the ſaid Act, there is ſet 

apart at the Exchequer, in reſpect of the ſaid capital 

of 6, 250, oool. and iſſued quarterly to the Bank of 

England, to be by them placed to the account of the 

Commiſſioners for reducing the National Debt, the 

annual ſum of — — 62,502 © © 


— 


— 


252,812 10 © 


An ACCOUNT of the produce of the Duties direded by an Ad 

3 Geo. III. to be applied in aid of the Conſolidated Fund, 

in reſpect of the charge thereupon by the annuity and manage- 
ment on 6,250,000l. payable out of the ſaid fund. 


The produce of the additional duties on Britiſh ſpirits, 
continued by the above-mentioned AR, in the year 
ended the 1th. day of October 797 — 69,323 0 0 

The produce of the additional duties on foreign ſpirits, 
continued by ditto for the ſame time — — 12,27 © 


— w__ 


— 


' 1 2015 0 0 
Deficiency of this Fund to anſwer the charge — 5111 10 © 


— 1 


252,812 10 0 


ff 
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By Virtue of an Act 34 Geo. III. the ſum of t, ooo, oool. was 
borrowed for the ſervice of the vear 1794, upon the following 
terms; VIz. 


The contributors to be entitled for every 101. con- 2 4. d. 
tributed and paid, to 1001. capital ſtock, at 31. per 
centum per annum, to commence from the 5th oi 
ſanuary 1794, to be aided to and make one Joint 
Rock with the zl. per cent. anauties conſolidate, 
by 28. 20; 32, and 33 Geo, II. and 
{--eral ſubſe: quent Acts; * ch for one year, ended 
the 5th July 1797, with 4,95ol. per annum for 
management, amount to — — 334-959 8 
And to an additional capital ot 251. at 4l. per centum 
per annum, to COMMence from tne 10th of October 
1793, making a capital ſock of 2 755 cool. to be 
adde! to and made one joint ſtock wich the capital 
ſock of 41. per cent. annuities, clhabliullicy by. tO 
Acts of the 21 and 224 years of the reign of His 
preſent Majeſty, and ſeveral 1 Acts; 
n 
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which for one year's annuity, tooth with 1,237), | 
108. fer charges of management, Cue the ioth of il 
October 1797, amount to — — — — 111,239 10 of 
And allo to an annuity of 118. 5d. per cent. on the faid 54 
11,000,000], to commence from the fad cth of 1 6 
October 1793, to continue for the term of 66; 9 


years, and to be added to the joint ſtock of an- 4 
nuities, which by two Acts of the fiſt and 2d years 
of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, were e granted 
70 90 and 985 vears, from the «th Tanvary 176! 
and the 5th of January 1762 reſpectively, and the! 
to ceaſe ; which annuity for one year, together 
with 7c61. 88. 12d. for charges of management, 
due the 15th Oe gober 1797, anunt to — 63,493 1 
in pur mg ince ofthe Act 22 Geo, 111. diceé ling tlie one 
hundredth! part ot _ loan or capital ſt heck created 
alter the patiing the fat 4 Act, there! is ſet apart at the 
L Kchequer, in pen of the ſaid 11,000,000. in 
zl. per cent. annuities, and ifſued quarterl/ to the 
Pnk of England, to be by them carried to the 
account of the Commitlioners for reducing the na- 
tional debt, the annual ſum ot — — 110,000 o 
And in reſooct of the ca pitol of 2,750,959: 1. in ql. by 
cent, annuities, created by the ſaid Act 34 Geo 
III. the further annual ſum of — — 27,556 © 
And alſo in reſpect of the {future actual value of the 


annuitics granted for 6/4 years, at the end of 45 

years, the further annual tum cf — 9,680 oO 
By two Acts 34 Geo, III. for grant- 656,865 11 

ing annuities in lieu of certain - 

ay ard victualling bills, tofuch 
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proprietors of navy and victual- 
ling bills, is were mad: out on 
or be fore the 3 lit of lurch 1993, 
who ſnould deliver up cheir bills 
to be canceiled, were to be en- 
titled for very fool. cantained 
in ſuch bilis, to a capital of 1011, 
in annuities, at gl. per cent. per 
annum, to be added to, and made 
one joint ſtock with, certain gl. 
per ceat, annuities, eſtabliſhed by 
two Acts of the 24th and 25th 
_ of the reign of His 1 
ajeſty, and io commence from 
the th of January 1794, where- 
by an addition was made to the 
ſaid capital ſtock of 51. per cent. 
annuities granted by the ſaid Acts 
24 and 25 Geo. III. of 1,926,5251. 
128. 5d, The annuity payable 
for the ſame, together with 8661. FL. 4. d. 
18s. 834. for management for one 
year, amount to — 97.193 4 32 
In purſuance of the abovementioned 
Act of the 32d Geo. III. direc- 
ting the one hundredth part of 
any loan or capital ſtock created 
after the paſſing of the ſaid Act, 
there 1s ſet apart at the Exchequer, 
in reſpect of the ſaid capital of 
1,926,;251. 128. 5d. and iſſued 
quarterly to the Pank of England, 
to be by them carried tothe account 
of the Commiſſioners for reducing 
the National Debt, theannual ſum 
of — — — 19,265 5 © 


116,458 9 5; 


* 


773732409 


The Produce of the following Duties, granted or continued h 
ſundry Acts of Parliament of the 34th year of the reign of Hs 
preſent Majeſty, for actraving the increaſed charge on the Con- 
ſolidated Fund by annuities, &c. eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Acts 30 
Geo. III. for one year, ended the 10th of October 1797 n 


The net produce of the additional duties on Britiſh 

ſpirits, granted from the 21ſt February 1794 — 69,418 0 © 
The net produce of the additional duties on foreign 

ſpirits, granted from ditto = — — 133,992 0 © 


2 


we 
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The net produce of the ſtamp duties on indentures of £3 
clerkſhips to ſolicitors and attornies, granted from 
the 5th February 1794 — — — 18,466 
The net produce of the additional duties of exciſe on | 
bricxs and tiles, granted from 28th March 1794 — 50, 890 0 © 
The nei. produce of the additional duties of cuſtoms 


on bricks and tiles, granted fro.n ditto 270 7 98 
The net produc: of the additional duties on glam, 

grante? from the 17th: April 1794 — — 43,787 © © 
The net produce of the duties on ſlate, ſtone, and mar- 

ble, granted from the 5th July 1794 — 11,937 18 114 


The net produce of the duties o exciſe on diſtilleries, 
and on licences to diſtillers in Scotland, 28, gol. 
but the Act directs to be deducted therefrom the 
annual ſum of L. 36,000 o o 

The net produce of the duties of ex- 
ciſe on paper, granted from the 

th April 1-94 — 180% 6 © © 

118 3 of the duties of hs 
cuſtoms on paper granted from 
ditto — — — 14 


Deduct, 
The annual ſum directed by an Act 
34 Geo. III. cap. 20. to be ſet 
apart out of duties on paper, to be 
carried to the Conſolidated Fund 75, ooo o o 


— 82,051 1 54 
The annual ſum of the duties on ſugar — 279,204 18 oz 
The annual ſum of the ſtamp duties on certificates 
iſlued for killing game — — — 63,345 14 9 


The annual ſum of the duties en bills and receipts, 

after deducting 1 28,6001, per annum, carried to the 

Conſolidated Fund — — —— 51,8218 © 
The annual ſum of 10l. per cent. on Aſſeſſed Taxes 106,034 10 44 
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Charge on this fund for the year ended the roth 
of October 1797, as per contra — 773,324 © 9 
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By virtue of an ac 35 Geo. III. the ſum of 18,000,090l. was 
borrowed for the ſervice of the year 1795; the contributors 
whereof were entitled, for every 1001. contributed and paid, to 
x ool. flock in annuities, at 31. per cent. to commence from the 
5th of January 1795, and to be incorporated into, and made one 
Joint ſtock with, the 31. per cent, conſolidated annuities, which 
were granted by Ads 25, 28, 29, 32, and 33 Geo. II. and 
by ſeveral fubſequent Acts ; and alſo to 331. 6s. 8d. in annuities ; 
at 41. per cent, to commence from the 10th of October 1794 
and to be added to, and made one joint ſtock with, certain 4]. 
per cent. annuities, eſtabliſhed by two Acts of Parliament of the 
20 and 21ſt years of His preſent Nlyeſty's Reign, and ſeveral 
ſubſequent Acts; and by the ſaid Act allo to a farther annuity of 
8s. 6d. per cent per annum, tor a certain term of 654 years, t. 
commence from the 1th of October 1794; and alto, by on 
other Act of the ſame Seſſion, to an additional annuity of 1s. per 
cent. per annum for the ſame time, and tor the fame term, making 
together 9s. 6d. per cent. per annum, and to be together incorpo- 
rated into, and made one joint ſtock with certain annuities, 
which were granted for 99 and 98 ycars, from the 5th January 
1761 and the 5th of January 1762 (and then to ccaſe) and 
were made one joint ſtock of annuities with certain other annui— 
ties by divers acts of His preſent Myctty's reign : all which fe. 
veral annuities, and the charges attending the ſame, are charged 
upon, and made payable out ol, the Conſolidated Fund; viz. 


The annual charge in reſpect of 18,c00,000). at zl. . 
per cent. per annum, granted by the {aid act, com- 
mencing from the 5th January 1795, including 
8, ool. per annum for management, amount to 5 
The annual charge of the ſaid 4]. per cent. annuities 
at 33I. 6s. 8d. for each 10l. contributed, and 
making a capital of 6,c00,00-:1. commencing from 
the 10th October 1 794, including 2, 700l. per an- 
num for management, amounts to — _ 
The annual charge of gs. 6d. per cent, per annum on 
the ſaid 18,c90,v0:1. commencing from the ſaid 
ioth October 1794, to continue 65+ years, in- 
cluding 9611. 175. 6d. for management, amounts to 86 461 17 6 
The one hundredth part of the ſaid 18,000,000l, to 
be ſet apart at the Exchequer, and iflucd to the 
Bank of England, to be by them carried to the ac- 
count of the Commiitioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt, purſuant to the Act 32 Geo. III. will 
amount to the annual ſum of — — 
The one hundredth part of the ſaid 6,000,0-0l., in 
gl. per ccat, annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exche- 


3 
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149 


Dec. 15-] DEBATES. 477 


quer, and iſſued to the Bank, to be carried to the £.- 0 
account of the {aid Commiſſioners, will amount to 
the annual ſum of — — 3 

The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, to 
be iſfued to the Bank, and to be carried to the ac- 
count of the ſaid Commiſſioners, in reſpect of the 
value of the annuities granted for 654 years, at 
the end of 45 years, amounts to — — 


60, 0 oO © 


12,835 © 0 


Br an act 35 Geo. III. for granting annuities to ſa- 1,130,096 17 6 
tisfy navy and victualling bills, to ſuch proprietors 

of navy and victualling bills as were made out on or 

belore the zoth September 1793, who ſhould deli- 

ver up their bills to be cancelled, were entitled, for 

exery 100l. contained in ſuch bills, to a capital of 

1281, in annuities, after the rate of 5l. per cent. per 

annum, to commence from the 5th of January 

1795: and to be added to, and made one joint ſtock 

with, certain annuities, eſtabliſhed by the acts 24, 

25, and 34 years of His Majeſty's reign, whereby 

an addition was made to the capital of 51. per cent. 

annuities, granted by the ſaid 4 * 1 

acts, of 1,609, 8971. 178. 1d.: 

the annual ſum payable in re- 

ſpect of the ſame amounts to 
And for management of the 
ſame, the annual ſum of — 


— — 


81,219 © 11 


80,494 17 10 


724 9 1 


The annual ſum to be ſet apart at 
the Exchequer, in reſpect of the 
one hundredth part of the ſaid 
capital of 1,609,8971. 178. 1d. 
purſuant to the ahove-men- 5 
tioned Act of the 32 Geo. III. 
will amount to — 16,098 19 6 

— nan, 


— — — — 


1,227,415 3 18 


The following Duties granted by ſundry Acts of Parliament of the 
35th year of the reign of His Majeſty, for deſraying the increaſed 
charge on the Conſolidated Fund in reſpe& of the Annuities, &e. 
eſtabliſhed by the Ads 35th Geo. III. from the 5th July 
1795, for one year, ended the 1oth October 1797. 


The produce of the additional duties on wines, from 4. & 
the 23d February 17 _ — — 220,499 0 0 
The produce of the additional duty on ſweets, 
from ditto — — — — — $4943 oO @ 
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The produce of the additional duties on Britiſſi ſpirits, . „ og 

granted from ditto _ — _ 91,829 0 0 
The produce of the additional duties on foreign 

ſpirits, granted from ditto — — 133-717 0 0 
The produce of the additional duties on tea, granted 

ſcom the 16th March 1795 — — 211,832 o. 5 
The produce of the additional duties on coffee and 

cocoa nuts, granted from ditto _ — 24,093 © © 
The produce of the duties on fruit, ſallad oil, waſte 

ſilk, &c. granted fr. m 5th April 1795 — 91,585 8 of 
The produce of the additional duty on the exporta- ; 

tion of rock ſalt and coals, gran from ditto — 19,041 14 4 


The produce of the duties on ceriiticates iſſued for 
uſing hair pow der. granted from the 5th May 1795 183,75) 13 7 
The produce of the additional ſtamp duties on 
writs, agreements, indentures, &c. granted from 


5th July 1795 ons — — 45.170 8 2 
The produce of the additional ſtamp duties on re— 

ceipts, & e. granted from ditto — — 6,675 6 9 
The produce of the ſtamp duty on ſea inſurances, 

granted from ditto — — — 96,609 14 6 


Cath brought to tl is accoinpt from the revenue of the 
Poſt Ofn ce, on 40. oool. per annum, purſuant to an 
Act 37 Geo. III. chap. 18, for three quarters, ended 


the 10th October 1797 — _ — 30,000 o o 
The produce of the duties of exciſe on diſtilleries and 
on licences to diſtillers in Scotland — 23,500 o o 


— 


| 1,190,244 5 53 
Deficiency of this fund. for the year ended the roth 
of October 1797 — — — 37,170 18 3 


151 l . 


By virtue of an Act 36 Geo. III. the ſum cf 18, ooo, oool. was borrowed 
for the ſervice of the year 1796, the contributors whereof were entitled, 
for every 100l. contributed and paid, to 100l. ſtock, in zl. per cent. 
Conſolidated Annuities, and to an additional ſtock of 20l. in like 3 
per cent. Conſolidated annuities ; the whole to commence from the 5il 
July 1795, and to be conſolidated and made one join ſtock with cet. 
tain annuities conſolidated by the acts 25, 28, 29, 32 and 33 Geo. Il. 
and ſeveral ſubſequent Acts of Parliament; and alſo to a farther additio- 
nal ſtock of 251. for each 100l. ſo paid in reduced annuities, at 31. pet 
cent. to be added to, and made one joint ſtock with, the zl. per cent. 
annuities, which were reduced from 41. per cent. per annum to 3]. per 
cent per annum, by an act 23 Geo, II. and conſolidated and made one 
joint ſtock with other annuities by ſundry ſubſequent acts, aud to 
commence from the ioth October 1795 ; and alſo to a farther annuity of 
bs. 6d. per cent to continue for a certain. term of 644 years, from the 
faid roth October 1795, and then to ceaſe; and to be added to, and 
made one joint ſtock with, certain annuities granted for 99 and 93 
years, and by ſundry Acts of Parliament with other annuities _ 
dated and made one joint ſtock, and charged upon the Conſolidate 
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Fund: and by one other Act 35th Geo. III. the ſum of 7, Coo, Hol. 
was alſo borrowed for the fervige of the ſaid year 1796, the contribu- 
tors whe: -of were entitled, for every 1001, contributed and paid, to 
1021. ſtock in the {aid 31, per cent, ConſcltJated Annuities, and to an 
additional dock of 2ol. in the ſaid zl. per cent. Conſolidated Annuities, 
to cominence from the 5th january 1796, and to be conſolidated and 
male one joint ſtock with certain annuities confolidated by the ſaid Acts 
20, 28, 29, 32, and 33 Geo, II. and ſeveral ſubſequent acts; and 11fo 
to a ſarther additional capital of 251. per cent. for each 100l. fo pid, 
in reduced annuities, at zl. per cent. to be added to, and made one joint 
ſtock with, the ſaid 21. per cent. annuities, which were reduced from gl. 
to 3l. per cent. by an Act 23 Geo, II. and conſolidated and made one 
joint ock with other annuities by ſundry ſubſequent acts, and to com- 
mence fro n the 5th April 1796; and alt to a farther additional annuity 
of 58. Cd. per cent. to continue tor a certain term of 633 years, to com- 
mence from the faid ;th April 1795, and then to ceaſe. 


The annual charge in reſpect of 18,002,000), together 

with the additional capital of 20l. per cent. making 

together 21,000,000. (but reduced by certain per- - a 

ſons neglecting to complete their whole payments 

for 4, 200l. to the ſum of 22.593, 8col.) in conſoli- 

dated zl. per cent. annuities, from the 5th July . 

1795, together with 9,7181. 28. 2d. for manage- ö 

ment — — — — — 057,502 2 2 
The annual charge of the additional 251. per cent. in 

zl. per cent. reduced annuities, ainounting to 

4,500,ccol. from the 1-ta October i795, with 

2,6251. for management of the ſame 137,025 © 0 
The annual charge of the aluiticnai Cs. 64, per cent. 

on 18, , oool. for 644 years, from the {:1d roth 

Cctobet 1795, together with 6501. 28. 6d, for ma- 

nagement — — — — 59,158 2 6 
The one hundredtꝭ part of 21, 105. Lonl. in confoli- 

dated 31. per cent annuitks, to be ſet apart at the 

Exchequer, purſuant to the ſaid Act 32 Geo. III. 

for one year _— — — 


215,958 0 0 


Tt neun tredth part of 4,500,000), in reduced zl. 
cent. annuities, to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, 
purſuant to the ſaid Act 32 Geo. III. for the fame 
time = — wy — — 45,000 © © 

The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, pur- 
ſuant to the ſaid Act 32 Geo. III. in refpect of the 


value of the annuities granted for 644 years, at the 


end of 45 years — — — _ 8,460 0 © 
The annual charge in reſpect of 1,123,193 4 


7, Foo, oool. together with 
the additional capital of 20l. 
per cent. making together 
9, ooo, oool. (but reduced, by 
certain perſons neglecting to 
complete their hole pay ments 
for 65,8001. to the ſum of 
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$,934,200l.) in conſolidated 


31. per cent. annuities, from 
the sth January 1796, toge- 
ther with 4,020. 75. 94d. for 
management — — 
The annual charge of the addi- 
tional 251. per cent. in zl. per 
cent. reduced annuities, amount- 
ing to 1, 875, oool. (but reduced 
by certain perſons neglecting to 
complete their whole payments 
for 15, 37 5l. to the ſum of 
1,859, 6251.) from the pth 
April 1796, with 836l. 16s, 
7d. for management — 
The annual charge of the addi. 
tional 5s. 6d, per cent. on 
' > if for 633 years, 
rom the ſaid 5th April 1796 
(after deducting the annuity of 
421. 125. 6d. forteited by cer- 
tain perſons not completin 
their whole payments) wit 
2311. 118, for management 
The one hundredth part of 
8,934, 2z00l. in confolidated 3l. 
per cent, annuities, to be ſet 
apart at the Exchequer, pur- 
ſuant to the Act 32 Geo. III. 
for one year, from the 5th 
July 1796 — 
The one hundredth part of 


1,8 59,62 5l. in reduced 3]. per 


cent. annuities, to be ſet apart 
at the Exchequer, purſuant to 
the ſaid act 32 Geo. III. for 
one year, from the 5th July 
1796 — — — 
The annual ſum to be ſet apart at 
the Exchequer, purſuant to the 
Act 32 Geo. III. in reſpect of 
the value of the annuities 
granted for 633 years, from the 
5th April 1796, at the end of 
45 years — — 


. „ 1 
272,046 7 91 
56,625 11 72 

20% 18 ( , 
89,342 © © 

18,596 5 © 

2,925 0 © 


ba — — 
* 


* 


460, 3409 2 11 1,123,193 48 


Ls 


Dec. 15.] DEBATES. 


The produce of the following Duties, granted by ſundry AQs of 
Parliament of the 36th year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, 
for defraying the increaſed charge on the Conſolidated Fund, in 
reſpect of the Annuities, &c. eſtabliſhed by the Acts 36 Geo, III. 


from the 1 oth October 1596 to the 10 ORober 1797: 


The produce of the additional duties on tobacco and 
ſnuff, granted from the 17th December 1795 

The produce of the additional 10 per cent. on Aﬀeſſed 
Taxes, from the 1oth October 1795 — 

The produce of the new duty on horſes, from the 5th 


The produce of the additional tax on ditto from ditto | 


The * of the tax on horſe dealers, ſrom the 


24th December 1795 — —— 
The produce of the tax on legacies, from the 26th 
April 1796 _— — — 
The produce of the duties of cuſtoms on wines, from 
the 17th April 1796 — — — 
The produce of the duties of exciſe on wines, from 
ditto, on account of the {tock in hand — 
* produce of the additional duty on ſweets, from 
Ito — — 


The produce of the tax on hats, from the 3th Auguſt 


1796 (after reſerving 9,4791. 11s. for the 
NS OO od 


The produce of the tax on dogs, from the th July 


1796 — 

Ble ion of the drawbacks on ſugar (after reſervin 
280,029]. 18s. 81d, in each quarter) from the 
December 1 796 — — — 

Reduction on the allowance for waſte on ſalt, from the 
;th of January 1796 — — — 


4. 
161,585 
101,450 


66,840 
65,795 


4 


0 
o 


O 
O 


1,167 11 


37,236 18 10 


263 11 40 1 2 


301,102 


6,115 
$0,386 
444715 


116,676 x 


32,900 
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By an Act 36 Geo. III. chap. 
122, for granting annuities to 
ſatisfy certain nav y, victualling, 
and tranſport bills, ſuch pro- 
prietors of the ſaid bills as were 
made out on or before the z iſt 
of May 1795, who ſhould de- 
liver up their bills to be can- 
celled on or before the iſt of 
July 1796, were entitled, for 
every 100l, contained in the 
ſaid bills, to the ſum of 1051. 
capital ſtock, attended with an- 
nuities, after the rate of 5l. per 
_ by annum, to commence 
rom the gth January 1796; 
and ſuch 1 Pill 
made out after the 3 iſt of May 
1795, — the 3oth 
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of September 1795, who ſhould 
deliver up their ſaid bills to be 
* cancelled before the ſaid 1ſt of 
| July 1796, who ſhould beenti- 
» for every 100l. contained 
in the ſaid bills, to 104]. capi- 
tal ſtock, attended with like 
annuities, after the rate of sl. 
per cent. per annum, to com- 
mence from the ſaid 5th of 
January 1 796, and to be added 
to, and made one joint ſtock 
with, certain annuities, at gl. 
r cent. per annum, . 
Fiel by the Acts 23, 24, 34, 
and 35 Geo. III. and charged 
upon the Conſolidated Fund; 
in conſequence of which act 
there has been delivered up, in 
navy, victualling, and tranſport 
dills, for which annuities to the 
amount of 4, 414, o) 4l. 48. 6d. 
have been eſtabliſned and be- 
come payable at the Bank of 
England: which annuities, 
with 1,9861. 6s. 8d. amount, 
per annum, to — 
The one hundredth part of 
4.414, o) 4l. 48. 6d. in annui- 
ties at 8. per cent. to be ſet 
apart at the A uar- 
terly, ant to the Act 32 
Geo. III. to be paid to the 
Bank of England, to be by 
them carried to the account of 
the Commiſſioners for redu- 
cing the National Debt, is per 
annum — H— — 


1 


[Couuons, 


Le fs l. £ . 8 £4 


222,690 © 1c; 


44,140 14 10 


Deficiency of this fund for the 
year ended the 1oth of Octo- 


ber 1977 —— | 


— 227,179 18 75 


702,053 8 1; 


1.850, 373 3 53 


| 
8 — 


— 
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The annu charge at zl. per cent. on 7, 2 50, oool, 
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In purſuance of an AQ 37 Geo. III. chap. 10. 18, ooo, oool. 


were ſubſcribed for the ſervice of the year 1797; the contribu- 
tors whereof were entitled, for every 1001. contributed and paid, 
to the principal ſum of 1121. 108. in a capital ſtock of annuities 
carrying 51. per cent. per annum, to commence from the 1 oth of 
October 1796 : and by one other Act 37 Geo. III. the ſum of 
14,500,000l. was directed to be raiſed by way of annuities for 
the ſervice of the ſaid year 1797 ; the contributors whereof to be 
entitled, for every 1001. contributed and paid, to 100l. with an 
additional capital of 251. in the 41. per cent. Conſolidated An- 
nuities, and to commence from the 5th of January 1797 : to an 
additional capital of 5ol in the 31. per cent. reduced annui- 
ties, to commence from the 5th of April 1797 ; alſo to an ad- 
ditional capital of 2ol. per cent. in the capital ſtock of 41. per 
cent. annuities, to commence from the 5th April 1797 ; and to 
a farther annuity of 6s. 6d. (ſubjeR to ſuch deduction as is men- 
tioned in the ſaid act) to continue for a certain term of 62 years 
and 9 months, from the 5th of April 1797, and then to ceaſe : 
the ſaid ſeveral annuities to be payable at the Bank of England, 
and charged upon the Conſolidated Fund. 


By one other Act of the fame Seſſion of Parliament, for guarantee- 


ing the payment of the dividends on a loan of 1,620,000]. to 
the Emperor of Germany, and the regular redemption of the ca- 
pital to be created thereby, the contributors for raiſing the ſame 
were entitled to an annuity at 31. per cent. after the rate of 


2261. 10s. capital ſtock for every 1 ool. contributed and paid; 


which annuity, upon the failure of depoſiting in the hands of the 
Pank of England ſufficient monies to pay the ſaid annuities, and 
of a ſum cqual to 11. per cent. per annum on the capital of the 
faid loan, is charged upon, and was made payable out of, the 
Conſolidated Fund. 

N. B. The whole ſum of 3,500,000l. in addition to 
14,500,000]. not having been raiſed, a deduction was 
therefore made on the annuity for 62 years and 9 months 
of 6 pence per cent. 


The annual charge on 20,1 24,8431. 1 58. (the amount 


of 1121. 108. at cl. per cent. on 17,888, fol. the £o 1. d. 
ſubſcriptions paid in full on the firſt above- men- : 

uuoned act) with 9g,o561. 3s. 7d. for management 1,015,298 7 4 
© annual charge at zl, per cent on 18,125,000l. 
(the amount of 14,500,000]. at 1251. per cent.) 
with 8,1561. 5s. for management — 


551,996 5 9 
3Q 2 
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the amount of ditto at gol. per cent with 43,2621. 
108, for ditto - — — — 

The annual carge at 4l. per cent. on 2,900,cocl. the 
amount of ditto at z0l. per cent. with 1, 30 öl. for 
ditto — — —— 

The annual charge of 6s. per cent. for 62 years and q 
months on 14,500,000l. with 489]. 7s. 6d. for 

tto — — — — 

The one hundredth part of 20,124,543]. 158. in 5l. 

r cent. annuities, to be quarterly ſet apart at the 
Exchequer, purſuant to an Act 32 Geo. III. to be 
paid to the Bank, to be by them carried to the ac- 
count of the Commiſſioners for reducing the Na- 
tional Debt — — _ — 

The one hundredth part of 18, 1 25, oool. in conſoli- 
dated three per cent. annuities ; ditto — 

The one hundredth part of 7, 2 50, oogl. in reduced 


31. per cent. annuities; ditto — — 
The one hundredth part of 2, 900, oool. in 4l. per 
cent. annuities; ditto — _ 


The annual ſum to be ſet apart at the Exchequer, pur- 
ſuant to the ſaid Act 32 Geo. III. in reſpect of the 
annnities granted for 622 years, from the 5th April 
1797, at the end of 45 years to be paid to the Bank 
of England, to be by them carried to the account of 


the ſaid Commiſſioners for reducing the national 
Debt. . SU 


By an Act 37 Geo. III. chap. 9. for granting annuities 
to ſatisfy certain navy, victualling, tranſport, and 
Exchequer bills, ſuch proprietors of the ſaid navy, 
victualling, and tran{port bills as were made out on 


or before the 31 of December 1795, who ſhould on 


or before the 1th of November 1-96, deliver up 
their bills to be cancelled, were entitled for every 
1ool. contained in the certificates to be made out 
for the amount of the principal and intereſt of the 
ſaid bills (and ſo in proportion for a greater or leſs 
ſum) to 17*1. 118. 5d. in zl. per cent. Conſolidated 
Annuities, to commence from the 5th of July 1796; 
or to 138]. 178. 95d. in the 41. per cent. annuities, 
to commence from the roth of October 17596; or 
to 1191. os. 114d. in the g1, per cent. annuities, t% 
commence from the 5th July 1796, at the option 
of ſuch proprietor: and the proprietors of ſuch 
bills as were dated after the 3 1| of December 1795, 
and on or before the 4oth of April 1796, who 
ſhould deliver up their bills to be cancelled on or be- 
fore the ſaid 11th of November 1796, ſhould be en- 
titled for every 1ocl. to 1761. 198. 93d. in the ſaid 
31. per cent. an{vities, to commence from the 
d th of july 1596; or to 137]. 188. 75d. in the 
ſail 4 vcr gat. au nuities, to commence from the 
ioth of Octoler 17,6; or to 118), 6s, 103d. in the 


. 


[ CoMmone, 
L. J. A, 
220,762 10 0 


45.989 7 5 


201,248 8 9 
181,259 © 0 
72,590 © © 


29,000 o © 


£6,929 o 0 


2,439,179 18 7 


Ve, 


— — 
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faid 51. per cent. annuities, to commence from the 
5th of July 1796, at the option of the ſaid proprie- 
tors: and the proprietors of the like bills, made 
out after the 3zoth of April 1796, and on or before 
the 20th of July 796, who ſhould deliver up their 
bills to be cancelled on or before the ſaid 11th of 
November 1796, ſhould be entitled to 1751. 85. gd. 
in the {aid l. per cent. annuities, to commence from 
the 5th of July 1796; or to 1301. 198. $1. in the 
ſaid 41. per cent. annuities, to commence from the 
10th of October 1796 ; or to 1171, 128. 112d, in 
the ſaid cl. per cent. annuities, to commence from 
the ſaid 5th of ſuly 1996 ; and the proprietors of 
ſuch bills as were made out after the 31| of July 
1796, and on or before the 27 of October 1796, 
who ſhould carry their bills to be cancelled on or 
before the ſaid 11th of November 1796, ſhould be 
entitled to 173]. 18s. 3d in the ſaid zl. per cent. 
annuities, to commence from the 5th of July 1796; 
or to 1361. 18. 1d. in the 4l. per cent annuities, to 
commence from the roth of October 1796; or to 
1161. 198. 2d. in the ſaid ;1. per cent. annuities, to 
commence from the ſaid 5th of July 1796. 


And by the ſaid AR, the proprietors of any Exchequer 


bills made out by virtue of an Act 36 Geo. III. chap. 
31. who ſhould on or before the ſaid 11th of No- 
vember 1796, carry ſuch Exchequer Bills to the 
Paymaſters of Exchequer Bills to be cancelled, ſhould 
be entitled for every ol. (and fo in proportion for 
every greater or leſs ſu contained in the certificates 
to be made out for the ſame) to 1761. 198. 93d. in 
the ſaid 31. per cent. annuities, to commence from 
the ;th of July 1796; or to 1371. 188. 74d. in the 
ſaid 41. per cent annuities, to commence from the 
roth of October 1796; or to 1141, 6s. 104d, in the 
ſaid 51, per cent. annuities, to commence from the 
ſaid th of July 1796 (at the option of the ſaid pro- 
prietors.) The ſaid ſeveral annuities to be paid 
and payable out cf the Conſolidated Fund 


N. B. By a ſubſequent AR, a farther time was 
allowed to the proprietors of the ſaid bills to 
deliver them up. 


The annual charge at zl. per cent. on 16, 441, 1 fl. 


45. 9d. granted in lieu of navy, 
victualling, and tranſport bills . . d. 
delivered up to be canc:lled, | 

A to the Acts 37 Geo. 

II. with 7, 398l. 108. 7d. for 

management — — $00,633 15 ᷣ 8 
e annual charge at 41. per cent. 
on 764, 80 fl. 5s. 10d, granted 
in lieu of ditto, with 3441 zs. 


79. for ditto — 30,938 12 7 
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The annual charge at 51. per cent. 1 

on 2,030, 590 l. 75s. 2d. granted 

in lieu of ditto, with 9131. 

15S. 4d. for ditto — 102,443 11 8 
The annual charge at zl. per | 

cent, on 1,999,6991. 48. 4d. 

ranted in lieu of Exchequer 

Pills delivered up to be can- 

celled, purſuant to the ſaid acts, 

with 8990. 17s. 33d. for ditto 60,890 16 9 


The annual charge at 4]. per cent. 
on 10444321. 58. Sd. granted in 
lieu of ditto, with 461. 195. 
10Fs. for ditto — — 4.224 5 8 


The annual charge at 51. per cent. 

on 270,2021. 4s. Sd. granted 

in lieu of ditto, with 1211. 11s. 

id. for ditto —— 13,631 12 0 
The one hundredth part of 0 

16,441, 17 fl. 48. 9d. in 31. per 

cent. Conſolidated Annuines, 

ranted in lieu of navy, victual- 

ling, and tranſport bills deli- 

vered up to be cancelled, pur- 

ſuant to the Acts 37 Geo. III. 

tobe ſet apart at the Exchequer 

purſuant to an Act 32 Geo. III. 164,411 15 © 


The one hundredth. paxt of 
764,861. 5s. 10d. in 41. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu 
of ditto bills, purſuant to the 
ſaid Acts 37 Geo. III. ditto . 


The one hundredth part of 
2, o30, 5961. 75. 2d. in 51. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu 
of ditto bills, purſuant to the 
faid Act 37 Geo. III. ditto += 20,305 19 3 
The one hundredth part of 
1, , 5 48. d. in zl. per 6 
Cadet Anni, 
granted in lieu of Exchequer 
Bills delivered up to be can- 
celled, purſaant to the ſaid 
Acts 37 Geo. III. to be ſet 
apart at the Exchequer in pur- a 
ſuance of the Act 32 Geo. III. 19,995 19 10 
The one hundredth part of 
104, 432l. 5s. 8d. in 41. per 
cent. annuities, granted in lieu 
of ditto, ditto — — =_ 1,944 6 5 
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The one hundredth part of 


270,202]. 45. $d. in 51. per & * *% * £* #6: 
cent annuities, granted in lieu 
of ditto, ditto — 2,702 O 5 


— 928,872 7 72 


— — — 


3.368,052 6 25 


The produce of the following Duties, granted by ſundry AQs of 
Parliament of the 37th year of the reign of His preſent Majeſty, 
for defraying the increaſed charge on the Conſolidated Fund, in 
reſpect of the annuities, &c. eſtabliſhed by the Acts 37 Geo. III. 
from the commencement of the ſaid duties to the 1oth of Oc- 
ber 1797; VIZ. 


The produce of the duties of cuſtoms on ſugar and 4 6 
bricks, granted from 28th December L790 — 182,817 10 63 
The produce of the duty of exciſe on bricks made in 


reat Britain, from ditto 7,973 0 © 
The produce of the duty en cocoa nnts, from ditto 2,839 © 0 
The produce of the additional duty on tea, from ditto 159,258 0 @ 


The produce of the additional duty on Britiſh ſpirits, 


from ditto ——— 92,778 o © 
The produce of the additional duty on foreign ſpirits, 

from ditto 69,654 © © 
The produce of the additional tax on ftage coaches, 

granted from the 5th of January 1797 27,994 2 8 


The additional tax on auctions, granted from the 28th 
December 1796 — 
The produce of the tax ondeeds, granted from the 5th 
of January and 5th of July 1797 (after deducting 


17,4531. 15s. for three quarters, purſuant to the 
Act 37 Geo, III. chap. 19) 


26,842 © 6 
The produce of the additional duty on inſurance from 
fire, &c. granted from the 5th of July 1797 — 1,909 16 o 
The produce of the additional duty on deeds, granted : 
from the 1ſt of Auguſt 1797 
The produce of the additional duty on newſpapers, 
granted from the 5th July 1797 
e produce of the additional tax of 51. per cent, on 
cuſtoms, from 28th December 1796 
The produce of the additional tax of 3 penceper pound 


21,80 © © 


8,359 00 


A £.4 1 " . 
dai 3 — > $4 Lad 


23,250 16 10 


V WOES. A 
N 

—— << wwe 

— — —— 


on pepper — — | 1 1 
The 1 of the additional tax on inhabited houſes „ * 1 
from the 5th of July 1797. | j 
* produce of the additional tax on male ſervants 
0 

The produce of the additional tax on horſes, charged 
by the Act 36 Geo, III. with a duty of 28, ditto 
4 of the farther additional tax on horſes 

d mules, granted from the ſaid 5th of July 1797. 
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The produce of the additional tax of 29l, per cent. 0. 5. 4. 
from the 5th of April 2797 
The produce of the tax on clocks and watches, granted 
from the 5th of July 1797 
The produce of the tax on gold and filver plate, 
granted from the 5th of July 1797. 
The produce of the additional duties on diſtilleries in 
Scotland, from the 28th December 1796 — 33,000 © 0 
The produce of the additional duties on diſtilleries in 
Scotland, from the 5th July 1797. 
Surplus income of the Pot Office, after reſerving the 
quarterly ſums of 102,639]. and 10,0021. for the 
three quarters of a year, tothe 1oth of October 1797 83,983 © o 


777.464 © 7 
Preſented purſuant to an Act of his preſent. Majeſty, 
GEORGE KOSE. 


Mcnday, December 18. 


Mr. MAINWARING prefented a petition from the inhabi- 
tants of the pariſh of Clarkenwell, ſtating that the pariſh contains 
21,000 perſons, 7000 of whom were watch and clock makers; 
that by the effects of the duty laid on watches and clocks that body 
of men were thrown out of employment in ſuch numbers that the 
aſſeſſments of poor's rate in that pariſh amounted to 54,0001. 
and that if the tax gould remain in force, there would be a great 
addition to the number who are driven to the pariſh for neceflary 
ſupport. The petition, therefore, prayed conſideration and relief, 
and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

A petition of the ſame kind was brought up from the pariſh of 
Str John, by Mr. Mainwaring. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obferved, he ſhould ſtate to the Houſe 
in a few words, the general nature of the modifications which he 
intended to ſubmit with regard to the bill for increaſing the Aſ- 
ſefſed Taxes. He propoſed that the modifications ſhould apply to 
the general amount of the houſe tax, the window tax, and a farthet 
abatement of the duty in ceraain caſes, to thoſe houſekeepers who 
keep ſhops, and others who were to be included in the indulgen- 
cies ; alſo he ſhould propoſe an augmentation, in the duty on thoſe 
who kept carriages and male acrvants, &. The detail he ſhould 
enter into hereafter. Ha was perfectly aware that the matter could 
not be finally diſcuſſed this night for many reaſons, and for one 
too obvious to need a-comment, the carly hour at which the Houſc 
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8. was to aſſemble in the morning. It would therefore, in his opi- 
L mon, not be adviſcable for the Houſe to fit until a late hour to night. 

He therefore intended to propoſe to-night one or two clauſes, leav- 

ing the whole of the matter to be afterwards diſcuſſed, for which 

pu rpole he Mould wiſh tliit the Chairman ſhould report progreſs, 108 

and aſk leave to fit again, and then to reſume the butineſs on Wed- 1 

neiday next, and procecd on it atterwards with as little delay as 1 1 
: poſſible. He wiſhed alſo that the report ſhould be printed, and 

that a ſhort interval Mould le allowed to confider the whole bill. 

That period he thought thould nut be longer than Wedneſday fe'n- 

right. He thought that this was the beſt mode he could take to ſa- 
tisſy gentlemen as to what his introns were upon this matter. 11 
N Mc. PLUMER fiid he wis very glad that the Miniiter had 1 bi 
— giren this notice of his intentiem. He mult now declare, that if F 4 

te attended to the bill in the Counmittee, he was not aiterwards to | | 
: te contidered as having given up his right to oppoſe the bil} altoge- 1 | 

ther. He obictcd to ihe principle of it. It was wnjult at all | 10 

crents, and might in many caſes be extremely oppreſſive, in having II 

a retroſpective etfe. : Ii 
: VIr. NICHOL 1 o jected to the bill on two grounds: n | It þ; 
* becauſe it was unjutt, partial and moſt 1 le, be- | iſt 
ns ezuſe it would be inefficient ; for by the general diſtreſs it RE HA 
S 3 (ceaſion there would follow a diminution of the revenue in articles | | 
dy fiat are already taxed, He objected to it farther, becauſe it was 9 4 i 
he not what the Minitter ſtated it to be, namely, a tax upon property. j | 0 
l, It was a tax upon income, and that was uncertain in its nature, for 4 | [| 
dt ne moſt eminent perſons in the country, who ſupported themſelves 4 iﬀf 1 
ry by their talents, gcatlemen of the learned profeſſion, and phyſicians 1 FIR 
ef, nad no certain income from property ; it was always ſub ect to wh 

vreat fluctuations, and could never be otherwiſe, and therefore it « arm 
of was impoſſible to make a tax like this applicable to the caſes of theſe | i j 

perſons, He objected to the tax on the ground, that it was navel q | 1 | 
uſe in its nature, unknown in the practice of our anceſtors, and repug- | 14 
he nant to the ſpirit of our Conſtitution. He apprehended that it Wl 
\ſ- wout be quite impoſſible to carry it into effect upon the principle . | 100 
(0 ef its author, namely, that of « Taxing every man according to by - ; 
ner as income,” without eſtabliſhing an inquiſitional power to examine 5 |: [| 
bo into the pri vate circumſtances of every man in this country. That 8 Fd 
en- was an objection which could not be remedied in the Committee; 1 ; 
ole the bill muſt create that power, to be productive. He was not ready My Ml! 
uld to alſent to the eſtabliſhment of an inquiſitorial power over the cir- bf 1 
old cumſtanees of every man in this country, and therefore he muſt op- wb | 
- Vol. IV. 3 R 1 
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pole the Speaker's leaving the chair to allow the bill to go into a 
Committee. 

Mr. JOLLIFFE faid the principle of the bill was not under. 
ſtood, but was much miſapprchended by the public ; he believed 
that it the principle of it were generally known, there would he x 
general conſent to it. There were parts that wanted modification, but 
that was eaſily done. Ihe queſtion now ought not to be in what Way 
a Miniſter ſhould be oppoſcd, but hom we were to exert ourſelves 
agaiuſt the common enemy? Ahe Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had ſtated the other day, that this conteſt was one in which all ly, 
order, morality, religion, and all the ble{iings of civil ſociety, were 
at ſtake. He thought it a paltry way of deſeribing the contefl * No! 
only our law and religiun were at Hake, but what were of much 
greater conſeuuence were at ſtike—ovr property and our exiſtence 
Should the French come among us, tlicy would not want cur law: 
or our religion, or our morals, they woul take away Our property 
and our lives. As a tax uſ on ivcome he thought this a proper ma- 
ſure; he knew of nothing that was better in prineiple; he hoped 
that the public would have ſe me ſutis factory account of t!1- manner 
in which this money was to be applied when raifed, as well as a bet— 
ter account of the manner in which former grants had Fen ey. 
pended than they hitherto had, tor certainty the people were me 
now in as good a humour as they had been. Atthouph he approve 
of the general principle of the bill, he objected to that part of | 
which made the charge retroſpective. Ile hoped that would be 
altered in the Committee. 

Lord W. RUSSEL faid, that notwithſtanding the modification 
which the Miniſter propoſed, he could not help conſidering it as his 
duty to reſiſt the queſtion for the Speaker lcaving the chair. After 
the determination of the Houſe on a former night, when fuch argu- 
ments had been ſo well and ſo powerfully urged, he could not ex- 
pect to produce much effect by what he had to urge, but he mui 
perform his duty. He was unavoidably abſent when this mealur? 
was diſcuſſed, or he ſhould then have oppoſed it. He was one of 
thoſe who thought that a Member of that Houſe ought to follow the 
direction of his conſtituents upon points which either promoted 
their moſt immediate intereſts or involved their inevitable ruin. 
If not, he knew not what ſort of repreſentation the Houſe was to 
be called. Nor did he know how gentlemen who held a contrary 
doctrine, ſuch, for inſtance, as that the unpopularity of the meaſure 
is a reaſon for adopting it, he knew not, he ſaid, how ſuch perſons 
kept their conſciences at eaſe, or how they were to face their conſt- 
tuents, if they intended ever to face them, but perhaps the Mi niſtet 
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4 0 5 . * 
might place them beyond the reach of their eonſtituents. He how- 
ever would obey the voice of his conitituents, which were alſo 
75 a 3 f . 
; zoreeable to his opinion. A great many of his conſtituents at- 


ended the meeting in the Borough when this bill was taken into 
confideration, and their ſenſe was there expreſſed. He had received 
ommunications from various others, and they all agreed in repro— 
bating this meaſure as being to the laſt degree tvrannical. This 
was admitted by the moit able advocates the Minifter ever h2d—of 
this there was a ſtriking inſtance in the Borough, /alluding, we pre- 
ſume, to what was ſaid by Mr. Stoneſtreet.) Indeed the bill ap- 
peared to him in a light ſo odious dat he could not think of af- 
'nting to its progreſs one frep tarther: and ſhould it, in the 
phrenzy of the day, be paſſed, he knew not how it was to be put in 
bree. We had indecd heard of a © vigour beyond the law,” 
perhaps this was thought a fit time to exerciſe it, eſpecially when 
we ſaw the fituaticn to which Ireland was reduced; a fituation that 
excited in his mind nothing but horror. It had been ſaid that this 
Parliament was not the Parliament ct the People, but the Parlia- 
ment of the King —and this meaſure was admirably adapted to 
that idea; indeed he could not help feeling ſome apprehenſions of 
tt kind upon refiecting on the tenor of the ſpeech from the 
Throne, for it ſeemed to breathe a ſpirit of interfcrence with the 
went and exeluſive privitege of the Houſe of Commons, by point- 
ng out how the revenue was to be managed in ſome degree. He 
bac not how others felt upon this idea, but he had very ſtrong and 
nfavourable apprehentions upon it, and he had no difficulty in 
Mating them. He had no difficulty either in joining an honourable 
deatleman in the aſſertion that he had a general retainer to oppoſe 
dhe prefent Miniſters ; that he was ſure it was the wiſh not only of 
great and decided majority of his conſtituents, but alſo of the great 
miſs the people of England. That they are in ſuch a ſituation, 
nom the frantic ravings which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and tne Secretary at War, eſpecially the latter, had urged againſt 
ne French, that it would be madneſs to expect peace while they 
continue in office. He muſt, therefore, as a freind to his country, 
never entruſt them with the public purſe. 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE ſaid, that there was nothing novel in 
tte principle of the preſent meaſure. About the latter end of the 
alt century a much ſtronger meaſure was voted in a Committee of 
"Is and means. After what had been faid by the Miniſter, he 
wyght the Houſe was bound to go into a Committee upon this bill. 
te believed, indeed, that the people miſtook the principle of the 
T8 2 
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bill, with which, after ſome modifications, when they underſtogg 
the whole, they would be ſatisfied. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE con dered gentlemen on the other fd. 
as having made up their minds to oppote the ſupplies while the pte— 
ſent Adminiſtration continued, and therefore thev were bound to 
make out a caſe againſt the Miniſters in defence of themfel ves, ind 
ſurely the caſe ought to be ſtrong, in lecd, before a Nie wber of he 
Houſe of Commons ſhou!d vote againſt the ſupply of the year, 
That was the amount of the oppotition of the noble Lord who 
ſpoke laſt : indeed, with the materials they had, gentlemen had 
made out a pretty good caſe, I hey ſaid that peace could not be 
made by the preſent Adminiſtration, and theretore they would as 
vote for any ſupplies until they were removed, and then, inſicad of 
diſcuſſing the meaſure itſelf upon its own merits and demer;ts, thy 
oppoſed it altogether, on account of the objections they had to the 
Adminiſtration. Did they mean to ſay that, even it the enciny 
was in the kingdom, they would not vote any ſupply umefs the 
Miniſters were removed? That was the tendcney of their argy- 
ments, and he apprehended it had a tendency to increaſe the zm— 
bition of the enemy. Far otherwiſe were lis views, and he weuld 
ſpeak out, for his ſentiments in public and in private had nothing 
in them which he wiſhed to conceal. If we wiſhed to preſerve any 
of the bleſſings we enjoy, we muſt be prepared to make very large 
ſacrifices; very large ſums of money muſt be raiſcd. He verils be— 
lieved, that although there was ſo much violence of contention in 
that Houſe, and out of it, almoſt every man meant nothing but the 
good of his country. He admitted that tlie noble Lord who ipok? 
laſt, and many others, really thought it was dangerous to this Coun- 
try that the preſent Adminiſtration ſhould continue. They all 
meant equally well for their country. They differcd only upon the 
means of ſerving it. He did not, however, think, that thofc wi 
thought the worſt of Adminiſtration, could be juſtified in withholcing 
the ſupplies altogether until their removal, for that was an invitatioa 
to the enemy. He had not heard any thing ſaid to prove that this 
bill, however defeRive in its preſent form, could not be modified in 
a Committee, and therefore he ſhould vote for its going into that 
Committee, in which ſtage he had many modifications himſelf to 
propoſe. He thought the people of this country ought to Know 
their ſituation. "They ſhould know, that unleſs they are prepared 
to make great ſacrifices, they will not only loſe all their relauve 
importance in the ſcale of Europe, but muſt inevitably, and that 
very ſoon, be deprived of every comfort which they now cnjoy at 
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h-me. They ſhould be faithful to themſelves, and that they could 
rer be if they refuſed to make very great ſacrifices, Govern- 
ment mult be ſupported, or there mit be an end of us as a people. 
le cared not who was tlic Niniftcr ; any man in that fituation, 
who was n friend to the Conſiitution, ſhould have his ſupport. He 
would 1av again, that unleſs very op nent commercial men came 
forward in a minner that no Minilier could propoſe, nor nardly 
any Parliament intiſt upon, they would be wanting in the duty they 
owed to their country, and our ruin mult ſoon follow. But if we 
2} united and came forward, cach according to his ability, and ſub- 
mit to Parliament to regulate the direction of our public. ſpirit, all 
the difieulty would ſoon be over. But the contrary conduct tended 
to bring about, among us, thoſe ſcenes which bad excited ſo much 
horror in another country. Alas! alas! 
were now ſo active in creating the diſcontent of the people againſt 
the Government would ſoon be the victims of their own policy. 
ie begged pardon, but he ſpoke from the feclings of his heart, 
entlemen to lower their tone when they ſpoke of 


thoſe very perſons who 


when he detired g 
the effect of public meetings, and the neceflity of yielding to the 
public voice. We knew how defiitute of reflection many of thoſe 
oproſitions were. He uiſhed us to have the preſent conſtitution 
not ſomething elſe, which ſome perfons might think a better ſeſtem. 
He wiſhed us to conſider Monarchy not merely as a thing to be 
endured or tolerated, or ſuftered, but a form to be loved, cheriſhed 
and preſerved with all the {piendor winch adorns it, as well as the 
among 
eher things, the horrors of civil war, which it did, by the check it 
avaysncld againſt individual ambition. Gentlemen when they made 
obſervations in general terms agaigſt the corruptions of Executive 
Government, did not always reflect what their obſervations tended 
eitruttion of all authoritv, and the commencement of 

He was forry to ſay he had heard many obſervations 
made under colour of ſupporting our Conſtitution, which certainly 
were not agreeable to our Conſtitution at all. Let us remember 
our ſituation. “ Next year we may wiſh to meet upon another 
place of a ſimilar nature with the preſent.” He owned he wiſhed 
to meet at the ſame place ; but if gentlemen indulged in general 
investive againſt the Houſe and againſt the majority, perhaps a much 
larger one would be neceffary. He then expreſſed a hope that this 
meaſure would be followed with economy in our affairs both in pub- 
lie and in private, and that we ſhould be all united in one vigorous 
effort againſt the common enemy. O the bill before the Houſe 
lic ſhould ſay nothing, for of it he had formed no opinion; but as it 


mppineſs which it is calculated to ſecure, by preventing, 
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was introduced with a view of being modified in the Committee, he 
ſhou!d vote for its commitment. 

Mr. MANNING, Mr. SIMUON, Mr. BRAGGE, and 
Mr. VANSIT T ART, ſupported the motion. 

Mr. MARTYN would not vote for. the Speaker's leaving the 
chair, without, however, pledging himſelf to give the bill any future 
countenance, unleſs its main objections were done away. 

Mr. TIERNEY perſiſted in attacking the principle of the bill, 
and would not wait for the modification of the Committee ; none 
of which could, in his mind, remove its unjuſt, cruel, tyrannie] 
tendeney ; and it the Houſe unfortunately aſſented to it, could they 
pretend to be the virtual repreſcntatives of the people, when one- 
third of the population of England had already fo decidedly de- 
clared againſt it; He ſincerely lamented to ſce the right honour. 
able gentleman perſevere in the meaſure, which, ſhould it fail, 
after all that had been ſaid of it, it muſt inflit a more crue] 


blow on the country than even the malice of the enemy could 


meditate. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, the modifications would come to be 
diſcuſſed with more propricty in the Committee. He ſaid, that his 
deſire to make the bill leſs burdenſome to the lower claſſes had 
been repreſented as a wiſh for popularity ; but whether he had 
acted from public motives, or a love of popularity, his conduct 
would ſhow. Thovgh not averſe to popularity when the purſuit 
of it did not interfere with public duty, he felt that he owed it to 
the ſafety of the country to perſevere in the meaſure, and no con- 
fideration of popularity, no perſonal . motive under Heaven could 
induce him to renounce it, while he held it to be effential te th. 
ſupport of the preſent conflict. [He ſhould deal plainly with the 
country —he here pledged himſelf, that it ſhould be the deciſion of 
the Houſe, and no cowardly dereliction of the principle of railing 
a conſiderable part of the ſupplics within the year, that ſhould cauic 
the meaſure now propoſed to be abandoned. The honourab!c 
gentleman had found out a new objcQion to the bill; firſt he had 
faid, that it would bear hard on the lower claſſes; now he faid it 
would deſtroy conſumption, and deſtroy the cuſtom of the ſhop- 
keeper. What would deſtroy the ſhopkeeper, however, would be, if 
a ſufficient exertion was not made in defence of all law, all com- 
merce, all property, which were threatened by an elated and 
haughty foc. When gentlemen oppoſed this meaſure, and the 
principle of raiſing a certain ſum within the year, did they recom- 
mend a continuance of the funding ſyſtem as a preforable mode of 
providing for the public ſervice? At prefent the wealth of this 
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country was, beyond compariſon, greater than any ſtate in Europe 
poſſeſſed ; when our induſtry, under the protection of the law, had 
raiſ-d us to a degree of proſperity unexampled in the hiſtory of any 


> 


| nation ; and when ſeven millions were neceſſary to be raifed within 
the year, were we ingliſhmen, and would we ſhrink from this ex- 
cron, or could we doubt the poſſibility of making it effectual? 
; As to the various and contradictory objections which were urged 
z22inſt it, they would come under diſeuſſion in the Committee. 
; Mr. NICHOLLS and Mr. TIERNEY fpuke in expla- 
i nation. | 
| Mr. HUSSEY faid, that he wiſhed the right honourable gentle- 
man would give up the meaſure for his own fake, for he was con- 
; vinced it would have the moſt fatal conſequences. In his opinion 
. the true mode of railing the ſum propoſed, was by a tax upon land, 
: the proper object of all taxation. 
: Mr. Alderman LUSHING LON was glad that the bill was to 
undergo modification in the Committee, and he believed that many 
g of the uhjeciions to which it was now liable would be removed. 
He could venture to fay, that the majority of his conſtituents and 
: of the country were willing to make great exertions. The prin- 
: ple he conceived to be effential to the ſafety of the country; and 
: however the proviſions as they firit flood might have excited alarm, 
t this principle was recognized. | 
l Mr. MAINWARING faid, that almoſt all the pariſhes in the ll 
a metropolis had come to reſolutions expreſsly hoſtile to the prin- 13 
N ciple of the bill, and he wondered here the worthy Alderman 1 
: hid diſcovered that his conſtituents were favourable to the prin- 1 
ciple, "Why 
5 The Houſe divided againſt the Speaker leaving the chats — 1 
y For it, 19; Againſt it, 174. | i 
: the Houſe was then reſolved into a Committee, and Mr. . 
b Chancellor PITT ſtaed the mod' cations be meant to propoſe. wt 
: He reminded the Haaf, 4! oy the former ſtatemei he had Jaid Will | 
: 0 them there were tuo lines of taxation marked out, the one : Mil 
4 K houſes and windows, with dogs, clocks and watches; the other 1 
; for thoſe with horſes, ſervants, &:c. In the plan as now modified, 1 
, : It Was his wiſh to make a more preciſe deſcription of each, and to 1 | 
a] ave two diſtinct tables without blending or mixing them in any | 
1 caſe, | As to clocks, watches, and dogs, they were to follow the ; 1 | 
w gradation of houſes and windows. As to the houſes, the moditi- Batt 
. cation would be found to be conſiderable on all deſeriptions; but 1 
f 8 propoſed a much more conſiderable abatement on retail ſhops, 1 
15 aud houſes that let lodgings. He then brought to the recollection ; 
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of the Houſe, the gradations of his former plan of modification, and 
then ſtated, that which he now propoſed, and which ſtood a8 
foll ws: 

Perſons occupying houſes not having ſhops, or uſually letting Joa, 


ings, if the amount now paid to tie above duties is under 11, ar 
exempted from additional dutv. 


1 * E. . 

From 1 o to o to 1-4th more 
2 to 3 o to 1-half 
3 8 to 5 © to 1-third 
5 o to 7 Io to once more 
7 Io to Io o to 1 and half 
12 10 w'2 
12 10 to 15 © to 2 and half 
15 © to 20 o to three times more 
20 o to 30 o to 3 and half 
30 o to 40 o to + times 
40 o to 50 o to 4 and half 


50 o and upwards 5 times. 

In adopting this diminiſhed ſeale, there might ariſe the inconve- 
nience of the burden falling, in fome cafes, too light; but on the 
other hand, it would be compenſated by the charge on the other 
clais of duties, carriages, ſervants, &c. It would not be neceſſary 
in ſo many caſes to require the oath which was neceſſary on the 
former ſcale to entitle to abatement, becauſe the number of caſes in 
which it would be adopted would be greatly narrowed, There were 
. farther mitigations propoſed for the claſs of retail ſhopkeepers, and 
thoſe who let lodgings as a means of ſubſiſtence. To theſe, from 
the various reaſons which their ſituation pointed out, a ſtill farther 
reduced ſcale, as a rule to ſhew in what proportion the value oi the 
houſe was to be conſidered ſeparately from the ſhop, he would take 
the practice which he was informed took place where in a partner- 
ſhip one-third of the rent. was generally allowed as an equivaent 
for the accommodation of the dwelling-houſe, and two-thirds or 
the ſhop. It followed then, that the rent was to be conſidered 
only as one-third, It was propoſed, therefore, to make the burden 
on the preſuncd ability to pay in theſe caſes one-third leſs on the 
new-diminiſhed ſcale. Thus where ſuch a houſe ſtood aſſeſſed at 
three pounds, it ſhould actuelly be charged only at the rate of one 
pound; and when nine pounds was atſeried, three pounds would 
only be charged; and ſo on in proportion, varying in different de- 
grees in gur of the Topkeeper. By this means the neceſſity of 
diicloſure, which had been urged as fo great an objection, would be 
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removed, as it would very rarely be found neceſſary. The ſame 
rule would apply to caſes of houſes being taken for the purpoſe 
frequently of income or afſiſting income, where the tenant occu- 
pied only a ſmall part of the Houſe. Belides theſe there were va- 
nous particular claſſes, in whoſe favour modifications would be in- 
troduced. It was impoſſible to ſatisfy, but wherever the claim was 
fair, he ſhould he extremely ready to give relief : among theſe 
clafſes would be publicans, whoſe ſituation made it neceſſary to keep 
a number of ſervants, carriages, &e. Stable-keepers, and a variety 
of others, would likewiſe have relief. Coach-makers, cabinet- 
makers, would be conndered as retail-traders. Boarding-houſes 
likewiſe would be entitled to abatement, and thoſe who let out 
lodgings furniſhed on ſpeeulation, as at Bath, the watering places, 
Ke. Notwithſtanding all theſe abatements and modifications, he 
hoped that the defaleation would be compenſated by a conſiderable 
riſe in the higher claſſes in the enlarged ſcale of expence to which 
the additions would apply. 

He then proceeded to his laſt and higheſt table of taxation 
namely, that on horſes and carriages, in which he intended there 
ſhould be no abatement ; but on the contrary, in ſome caſes in- 
creaſed rates. In fixing the criterion for this tax, he ſaid he would 
take up the houſe aſſeſſments juſt at that ſtage of the above ſcale, 
where three rates and a half additional takes place, viz. where 
from 20l. to 3ol. aſſeſſed taxes are now paid, and then it would 
ſtand thus: | 

Perſons keeping any male ſervant, horſe or carriage, to pay in 
all caſes a ſum equal to three times their preſent payment on thoſe 
articles, 


IF THEY PAY FROM 
£-25 to . 3o three and a half 

30 to 40 four times 

40 to 50 four and a half 

50 and upwards five times. 
As to the horſes of hbandry, he ſaid, they ought to be conſidered 
with great attention and temperance ; many of thoſe who uſed them 
were far from being in proportion to their ranks the leaſt opulent in 
the country ; the taxes on houſes was almoſt the whole they paid ; 
farm-houſes were entirely exempted from the increaſed taxes, and 


others: it would therefore be allowed, that it would be very unjuſt 
to exempt them altogether ; on that claſs, therefore, he propoſed ts 
double their preſent taxes. 


Vol. IV. 38 


therefore the new inereaſe would fall lighter upon them than on any 
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Having thus laid the outlines of his plan, he would propoſe the 
reſolutions, and then move that the Chairman do report progteſs, 
and beg leave to ſit again. 

Mr. MAINWARING aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
whether it was compatible with his preſent plan to afford any relief 
to the poor watch and clock-makers, on whoſe behalf he preſented 2 
petition ? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that if this was to be diſcuſſed 
It ought to be made the ſubject of a diſtin&t motion. He begged to 
be underſtood as not giving any opinion upon the effect which this 
tax might have upon the trade alluded to. He was, however, in- 
clined to think, that an exemption of the articles of clocks and 
watches from this new duty would not be in favour of the trade, 
becauſe thoſe who kept watches were aſſeſſed already. Even ſup- 
poling that the old tax ſhould be given up, he neverthelcſs ſhould 
then think that this aſſeſſment ought to be made. But he by no 
means faid he was ſatisfied that the original tax ought be given 
up; that was a point which ought to be conſidered before it was 
given up. 

He then ſaid, that he ſhould propoſe going into a Committee 
again on Wedneſday next, and proceed as far as poſſible, and to 
take up the Committee again, and he hoped to finiſh it on Thurſ- 
day, to print the whole, and again to take it into conſideration on 
Thurſday ſe'nnight. 

He ſhould alſo have to propoſe what he hinted at on a former 
day, ſome relief in favour of perſons who have numerous families. 

The Chairman then reported progreſs, and obtained leave to 
fit again on Wedneſday. 


LIST OF THE MINORITY. 


Barclay, Geo. Nicholls, J. 
Bouverie, Hon. E. (Northampton) Plumer, W. 
Byng, George Ruſſell, Lord John 
Coke, D. P. Robſon, T. B. 
Combe, II. C. Sinclair, Sir 
Deniſon, W. ]. Taylor, W. 
Folkes, Sir B. M. Thornton, H. 
Sans, 1. : Tierney, George 
Lloyd, J. M. Wigley, E. 


Mainwaring, W. | | 
TrrrIERS- Lord Wm. Ruſſell and Wm. Huſſey. 
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Wedneſday, December 20. 
The report of the ways and means reſpecting the augmentation 
f in the aſſeſſed- tax bill was brought up and read once. 


Upon the queſtion for the ſecond reading, 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR faid a few words. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſuggeſted, that as by the rule of the Houſe 
it was neceſſary a day ſhould intervene between the propoſing of any 
reſolutions in the Committee of Ways and Means, and the applica- 
tion of ſuch reſolution to any bill, he ſhould ſuggeſt that the two firſt 
dauſes of the bill, to which the reſolutions of the Committee of 
Ways and Means were to be applied, ſhould be deferred till to- 
morrow. 

This ſuggeſtion being agreed to, the Houſe refolved itſelf into a 
Committee upon the aſſeſſed- tax bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, after ſaying that this was not the time to 
fill up the blanks in the two firſt clauſes, ſaid, that he ſhould proceed 
to the third clauſe. 

Several of the blanks in the different clauſes were filled up. 

A great deal of deſultory converſation took place upon the queſ- 
tion, whether an oath ſhould be added to the declaration of the rate 
of income of perſons making applications for abatements. 

Several Members contended the oath to have an immoral 
tendency. | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T afferted, that the cauſe of morality would 
be deſt conſulted by proving the conſequence which the legiſlative 
Aſſembly meant to attach to an oath. He propoſed to report pro- 
preſs: if iy Member, however, had any obſervations to make, he 
would do well in offering them now, in order that the Houſe might 
be better prepared for the diſcuſſion to-morrow. 

The Committee agreed to report progreſs, and aſked leave to fit 
aun to- morrow. 


Thurſday, December 21. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, that the Committee on the 
aſſeſſed- tax bill be inſtructed to make proviſions in the ſaid bill pur- 
ſuant to the ſaid reſolutions, which was agreed to. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the ſaid bill, 
and a diſcuſſion took place on the ſubjeR of its duration; on one fide 
it vas contended, that the tax ought to be laid for two years; and 
on the other, that it ſhould expire at the end of one: but it was 
nally agreed, that the proviſions of the bill ſhould remain in 

238 2 


- 
— 
3 


5 en, 


e 


— 2 S 3 r. — 


——ͤ — n F . ——«Ü[¹ ß 


— - LN. A 
* 44 HE 


o 
* 
” BY 
e 
7 
* - 
+ 
x : 
- .42 
. 
— 
: . 4 
* : 
, i * 4 
t £2 
= . 
1 1 
9 hs 
-;; . 5 
ay: 
2 « 
x o 
1 ti 
7, 179 
4 . 1 
2 5 _ 
' + Fi 
N «= . 
Þ .T N x 
$ N 
L 1 
44 _ 2 
* %; 
FL. 1 
b [1 
— , 4 * 
n b 5 
+ VE " 
_— 
D F 4 
— 
«4 
. > Z 
by 1 
"1 
wo . 
3 
4 . 
=: 
- 
if 


+ 4 * — 
W 


I * 4 7 


— — * 


500 PARLIAMENTARY [ Counoxe, 


force for two years and a quarter. After the other clauſes had been 
gon2 through, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it had been his wiſh to have 
gone immediately into the conſideration of the poſtponed clauſes : but 
having found that, by the regular forms of the Houſe, these 
clauſes could not be conſidered before the new clauſes intended to 
be offered were brought up, he would now move that the Chairman 
do report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again, eſpecially as the in. 
tended elauſes were not as yet ready, particularly that which re. 
garded the ſchedule of income. 

The Chairman then reported progreſs, and the bill was ordered 
to be taken into farther conſideration to- mortow. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſuggeſted, that it was his in- 
tention to move a clauſe for enabling Parliament to alter aud amend 
the bill during the preſent ſeſſion, it there ſhould appear any ne- 
ceſſity for ſo doing. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT acknowledged the propriety of the 
clauſe. 

Mr. D. P. COKE hinted that he would move a clauſe to pre- 
vent any of the Tellers of the Exchequer from receiving any fres 
proportionate to the immenſe ſum of money to be raiſed within the 
year. He was conhdent, that if the noble Lords to whom he al!- 
luded could be preſent in the Houſe, they would gladly ſecond ſuch 
a motion; or that in their abſence a noble relative of theirs would, 
with equal eagerneſs, accede to ſuch a propoſition. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the Tellers of the Ex- 
chequer ſhould not be more benefited by the preſent plan, than it 
the ſupplies of the year had been raiſed by the uſual, or any other 
mode. 


Friday, Deceniter 22. 


On the queſtion being put for the third reading of the bill for 
raiſing three millions from the Bank upon Exchequer bills, 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, it was impoſlible for him to aſſent to that 
bill without ſaying a few words. It appeared to him to be a mea- 
ſure quite inconſiſtent with the profeſſions of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer upon former occaſions, for which he had conſiderable 
credit at the time he made them, and which he would continue to 
have if he adhered to his profeſſions ; the ſubſtance of which was, 
that there ſhould never be iſſued any Exchequer bills for which there 
was not made an adequate parliamentary proviſion. It was neceſ- 
ſary to adhere to this principle at all times, but more particular ſo 
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at the preſent time, when the right honourable gentleman was call- 
ing upon the public to contribute ſo large a ſum to defray expences, 
and to raiſe it within the year. The Miniſter had ſtated the ſum 
to be provided this year to be 25 millions; twelve millions of 
which he propoſed to be raifed by a loan, of which we as yet had 
heard nothing but the amount; cight millions he propoſed to be 
raiſed by the additional aſſeſſment upon taxes; three millions and 
z half upon land and malt, and three millions upon Exchequer 
bills, the bill for raiſing which ſum was now before the Houſe. 
How this lat ſum of money was to be provided for did not appear. 
The Miniſter had ſaid that we muſt look our diticultics in the 
face, He granted that we ſhould do fo. But this did not appear 
to him to be the way of doing it ; for by this bilk inſtead of meet- 
ing, it was poſtponing our difficulty to the amount of three mil- 
lions, and that too in a way perfectly new. It was poſlible that 
there ſhould be now outſtanding four millions upon Exchequer bills. 
But how theſe millions now to be voted by this bill were to be pro- 
vided for, no man had heard a word. No proviſion was made 
for the iſſue of freſh Exchequer bills, when theſe ſhould become | 

payable, which will be on the 4th of April next. Should the 1 

Miniſter iffue Exchequer Bills for three millions more, to anſwer | 
for theſe when they become due, there would then be 6 millions f 

unprovided for. Conſidering the diſcount upon Exchequer bills, 

he would aſk, whether the Miniſter thought it prudent to iſſue 
them again, after theſe became payable, ſuppoſing the Bank to have 
no objection, and. ſuppoting neither to be provided tor by Parlia- 
nent? he was ſure that this mode of proceeding was intirely dif- 
ferent from that for which, two years ago, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer took a great deal of credit, that of providing for Ex- 
chequer bills in a manner that had not been done before. Bur he 
ſeemed now to abandon his plan, and the manner in which the 
Bank aequieſced in the plans of the Minitter was, in his op:nion, 
alarming to thoſe who wiſhed well to the credit of this country. 
They accommodated the Chancellor of the Exchequer in a way 
that was not highly creditable to either party. They ſtated their 
circumſtances to be flouriſhing, but that, with a view to public fi- 
nancial operations, they ſeemed to invite a continuance of the re- 
ſtriction upon them as to the payments of their debts in ſpecie. 
What would be faid of a private man who would thus league 
himſelf with the Executive Government, and for that reaſon refu- 
led to pay his debts, was a queſtion which, he apprehended, was 
not difficult to anſwer. The Bank and the Chanecllor of the Ex- 
cliequer agrecd with one another, that the reſtrictiou ſhould conti- 
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nue, as to the iſſuing of caſh by the Bank. They agree farther 
to advance to him three millions upon Exchequer bills, for which 
at preſent no parliamentay proviſion is made. At the end of fix 
months the Chancellor of the Exchequer is called upon to make 
good the payment of theſe Exchequer bills. Suppoſing, then, that pro- 
viſion ſhould be m2de for the payment of three millions upon freſh 
Exchequer bills at three months, the queſtion then would be, Whe— 
ther we are likely, in the month of April next, to be in a more 
proſperous ſtate than we are at prefent ; and that money will be more 
plenty? then there would be no objection to any thing but the ex- 
pence of this meafure. But thoſe who thought there was dan- 
ger in our preſent ſituation could hardly approve of the preſent mea. 
ſure ; becauſe, if the hour of difficulty ſhould ariſe, and neither the 
Directors of the Bank ſhould be diſpoſed to grant any farther money 
upon Exchequer bills, nor the proprietors agree to it if they did, then 
indeed ſhall we fee the miſchief of voting away money thus upon 
credit without making proviſion for the payment of it. Although 
he differed from the Miniſter on the ſubje& of railing money within 
the year, he did not difter from him as to the neceſſity of our looking 
at our difficulty in the face, and providing for it; but he did not 
think it conſiſtent with that idea to poſtpone that difficulty by a mea- 
ſure, the pretence for which was to provide for it. He thought we 
ſhould be prepared for a ſtorm, but we ſhould be prepared for it like 
prudent and ſkilful mariners, ſo as to be ready to meet it, not to 
talk of a ſtorm and conduct ourſelves as if nothing was to be ap- 
prehended but a calm, and to poſtpone the preparation to the hour of 
tempeſt, which appeared to him to be the caſe as far as the preſent 
bill extended. He could enharge upon theſe topics, but he had 
reaſons for forbearing. : 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T remarked, he was very glad to notice 


that the honourable gentleman had, on this day, more diftinQly 


than he had heard him before, acknowledge that we ought to meet 
our difficulties in the face. He ſhould rejbice if that declaration 
of the honourable gentleman was likely to be followed up by a 
plan that would contribute to the ſentiment which it conveyed. He 
ſhould be glad to hear from him reaſons why he thought that the 
preſent plan was not conſiſtent with that object; and if he did lo, 
and the reaſons appeared concluſive, he ſhould be as ready to aban- 
don it as he hoped the honourable gentleman would abandon his 
opinions if he found them inconſiſtent with the general object, 
namely, that of meeting our difficultics in the face. He neither 
wiſhed to be himſelf miſunderſtood, nor to miſunderſtand the ho- 
nourable gentleman. The bill now before the Houſe was not in- 
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conſiſtent with the plan for the augmentation of the aſſeſſed taxes. 
He did not mean to raiſe the whole of the ſupplies of the preſent 
ear within the year. Indeed he propoſed otherwiſe when he 
opened the outline of the whole plan. He ſtated the ineafure now 
before the Houſe as part of the original propoſition. With regard 
to the reſtriction upon the Bank, it had been already decided by the 
Houſe that it was neceſſary during the continuance of the war. 
There was no hope that ſuch neceſſity would ceaſe but with the 
war. Here the Bank, without inconvenience to themſelves, or the 
public, but with advantage to both, can make this advance, and can 
prolong it: and here was a proviſion for the payment at a certain 
period, in order that, if neceflary, they might open their operation 
of payment, if it ſhould be thought wiſe to open. While the preſent 
circumſtances remain, the reſtriction ſhould continue. If it ſhould 
be neceſſary that the Bank ſhould continue its advances, they would 
of courſe continue ; but by the very bill now before the Houſe, pro- 
vihon was made for the payment from time to time as ſuch advance 
ſhould be made. Their continuance, or diſcontinuance of advances 
would depend upon their circumſtances ; and although they are at 
preſent in a flouriſhing ſituation, yet they ſhould not be called upon 
to make advances upon Exchequer bills but to a limited amount, 
ſuch as was ſpecified by the preſent bill. With regard to the diſ- 
count upon Exchequer bills, he knew of none. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he underſtood the diſcount upon Exche- 
quer bills to be at preſent one and a half per cent. He had heard 
nothing againſt what he had faid already, that this was matter of 
accommodation from the Bank to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and that it was likely to be miſchievous to the public. With re- 
gard to the pledge which he was ſuppoſed to have entered into, by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he could only ſay, that he ſaid 
nothing, except that we ought not to poſtpone our difficulties. He 
did not call the funding ſyſtem a poſtponing of our difficulties. It 
had not been ſo conſidered for the laſt century. He wiſhed to 
know where theſe three milliviis could be raiſed again if the Bank 
ſhould find any difficulty. 

Mr. NICHOLLS did not fee how this bill was to be pro- 
vided for, except in the iſſuing of Bank notes. There had for- 
merly been a limit to the iſſue of Bank paper. Now there was 
none. This meaſure was calculated to make the Bank a mint for 
the coinage of paper-money. This was worle than the mode that 
Was adopted in France, for there they had a limit, here we have 

none. Should they be unable to pay again, what was to be the re- 
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medy? This appeared to him to be the moſt dangerous meaſure 
that was ever tried in any country. 

The bill was then read a third time and aſſed, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the dax, for the 
Houſe to reſalve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe upon 
the afſeſſed-taxes bill; the Houſe reſolved itſelf accordingly, 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY propoſed that tax carts ſh culbe 
excepted from the operation of the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſuggeſted the propriety of reducing thi; 
exception to a diſtinct proviſo. He hinted, that upon the ſubject of 
tax carts, there ought to be ſome diſcuſſion hereafter ; for that 
great frauds were practiſed under that article of the revenue at 
preſent. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT then propoſed a clauſe, to carry into 
effect the modification, as printed in the ſchedule, which is already 
publiſhed. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE wiſhed another modification; ſuch, for 
inſtance, as making the higher elaſſes contribute more than they are 
called upon to do at preſent. 

Mr. SPEAKER Addington} ſaid, that no advance in charges 
upon the ſubject could take place in any mode but in a Committee 
of Ways and Means, but a diminution might. 

Mr. BAKER thought this propoſition improper. He wiſhed 
the Houſe to act as the real repreſentatives of the whole people of 
England; for they were ſo. To agree to ſuch a meaſure as this 
was tO a0 otherwiſe than ſuch repreſentatives ought to do. It would 
be to attend not to the intereſt of the people, but to the clamour of 
ſome of them; he confidered that to give way to the very extraordi- 
nary and heretofoce unheard-of reſolutions that were paſſed in tome 
very extraordinary meetings, would be to act upon caprice. 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE did not wiſh the Houſe to act upon 
caprice, but he thought that by taking time, the people had an op- 
portunity of examining the bill, and to judge how it would affect 
them, from which they might communicate to their repreſenta- 
tives many important facts which might influence their detet- 
minations. 

The clauſe was then, after ſome converſation, agreed to. 

On the reading of the clauſc for laying a double tax on horſes 
uſed in huſbandry, 

Mr. I. H. BROWNE roſe and ſaid, that he diſapproved of ap- 
portioning the tax to the different means of the farmers : he thought 
that the ſame exemptions and gradations as thoſe applied to the 


{ 
i 
| 
t 
| 


ſ 


Die. 24. DEBATES. .. 505 


8. 
re other claſſes of ſociety ought to be applied to them. He could 
aſſure the Houſe that many of the ſmall fariners were as poor as day 
labourers, and he therefore meant to propoſe that, inſtead of a double 
ie rate of aſſeſſment upon all farmers who pay more than 7ol. rent, a 
n ſingle rate only ſhould be laid. | 
This produced a long diſcuſſion, in which Mr. BURDON, 
e Mr. Chancellor PIT T, Mr. POLE CAREW, Lord CAR VS. 
FORT, Mr RYDER, Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL, . 
Th and Mr. DENT), took part. 
of Mr. I. H. BROWNE then moved an amendment of the reſo- 
at lution to the effect already ſtated, viz. That a ſingle rate only be 
at laid upon all farmers who pay from ſeventy to one hundred and 
fifty pounds a year. Upon this a diviſion took place, when the 
to amendment was rejected. For it, 6; Againſt it, 94. 
dy Mr. Chancellor PII T faid, he had a clauſe in his hand in- 
tended to alleviate the burden of a claſs of artiſans, who had already 
or elt themſelves aggrieved by a former tax: he meant the clock and 
re watch-makers. It had been ſuggeſted that this bill would injure 
that trade, and therefore the clauſe he propofed to bring up was in- 
es tended to prevent any ſtagnation of the trade in thoſe articles ariſing 
ce from it, by exempting from the new tax all watches purchaſed after 
the 5th of January, 1798. 
ed The clauſe was brought up and read, and directed to be made a 
of part of the bill. . 
lis Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up the clauſe requiring the oath, 
Id u hich he underſtood ſome gentlemen intended to oppoſe. He ſubmit- 
of ted it to the conſideration of thoſe gentlemen, whether it would not 
di- be better to defer that diſeuſſion till the clauſe containing the ſchedule 
me ſhould be brought up, when it would be ſeen more fully whether the 
vbjeftion to the oath was well grounded. If it ſhould be ftill 
on thought ſo, gentlemen would have an opportunity of oppoſing it on 
p- tlie report. 
ect The clauſe was then read and agreed to. 
ta- Mr. Chancellor PITT then brought up a clauſe to provide an 
er- abatement in favour of perſons having a certain number of children, 
in the following proportions : | 
To all perſons having from 4 to 8 — lo per cent. 
les from 8 to 10-15 per cent. 

—_ I9—20 per cent. | 
ap- Mr. WILBERFORCE was for extending the abatement to the 
git age of twenty or twenty-one years inſtead of fixteen, becauſe the 
the tem of education purſued from the age of ſixteen to twenty-one 

was far more extenſive to parents, both with regard to their ſons and 
Vor. IV. 3T 
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daughters, than it was at any time previous to that period. Sons re- 
ceived at that time an education preparatory to their entering 
into the navy or army; and daughters required a greater num. 
ber of maſters ; both of which caſes expoſed parents to conſiders. 
bie expence. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the age of ſixteen was the 
age generally adhered to in all former acts where the diſtinction of 
age had been introduced; it was ſo even in the poll-tax ; but the 
object of the preſent clauſe was to extend relief not to the opulent 
claſſes, to which his honourable friend ſcemed to allude, but to the 
inferior clafſes of tradeſmen and manufacturers, whoſe ſons, if 
properly brought up, would, at the age of fixteen, be able to afford 
conſiderable aſſiſtance to their patents, inſtead of being a burden 
to them. 

Mr. BRAGGE thought it expedicnt to take the age of ſixteen 
for ſuch parents as paid gol. aſſeſſed taxes, and the age of twenty- 
one for thoſe who paid 1 ool. per annum. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT diſapproved of this mode, and aid, that 
the object of it might be anſwered in another way, by means of 
the ſchedule which he intended to give in for the calculation of 
income. 


The claufe was then brought up, and ordered to make part of 
the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT next moved, a clauſe for ſubjecting all 
academies, boarding ſchools, and public houſes, only to the ſame 
rates of aſſeſſment as were impoſed on lodging houſes and on ſhop- 
keepers. | 

Mr. BAKER thought that ſchoolmaſters and ſchoolmiſtreſſes 
might be enabled to pay for their full proportion, by throwing it 
on the parents of the children whom they undertook to educate. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that thc queſtion at preſent ſimply 
was, whether the perſons to whom he wiſhed to extend the abate- 
ment, did or did not inhabit houſes of greater extent and expence 
than was requiſite for their perſonal comforts ? 

Mr. ADAIR coincided in the latter opinion; and after ſome 
farther converſation, the clauſe was brought up and agreed to. 

Mr. SARGENT moved a clauſe for limiting to one rate the in- 
creaſed aſſeſſment on the medical gentlemen of the metropolis. 

Sir EDWARD KNATCHBULL moved to amend this clauſe 
by extending its proviſions to phyſicians practiſing in the country, 
who ſtood more in need of the uſe of horſes and of a carriage. 

After a ſhort converſation the Committee divided on the propoſed 
amendment—Ayes, 59 ; Noes, 42. 
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And on the motion that the clauſe ſo amended do make part of 
the bill, the Committee again divided — Ayes, 59 ; Noes, 39. 

Mr. D. P. COKE then roſe to make his promiſed motion for 
limiting the fees of the Tellers of the Exchequer during the preſent 
diſtreſſed and calamitous ſituation of the country, He aſſured the 
Committee, that in making the preſent motion he was prompted by 
no perſonal hoſtility, either againſt the two noble Lords who held 
this office, or againſt any of His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters ; on 
the contrary, he wiſhed them to retain their places, becauſe he felt 
extremely adverſe to the doctrines held by the gentlemen who were 
likely to ſucceed them, eſpecially to the doQrine of Parliamentary 
Reform, which, if attempted and effected, muſt, in his opinion, be 
productive of much miſchicf, and muſt neceſſarily end in a Revolu- 
tion. But he could not at the ſame time forbear obſerving, that 
the country muſt feel ſurpriſed, nay indignant, if the Houſe were to 
oppoſe bringing up of a clauſe tending to limit the enormous fees 
which the meaſure now under diſcuſſion would throw into the hands 
of the noble Lords who held this and other lucrative offices, and that 
at a moment when the people were groaning under an almoſt un- 
ſupportable weight of taxes, and when they were going to be till 
farther loaded with a burden which he was convinced it was utterly 
impoſſible they could bear; for ſhould the meaſure now under 
diſcuſſion be unfortunately paſſed into a law, he was ſure it 
would be altogether impracticable to raiſe the ſum of money it 
called for, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had no reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
the motion of the honourable and learned gentleman aroſe from 
any.perſonal hoſtility to the noble Lords in queſtion, becauſe he 
was ſure the learned gentleman had not received from them any pro- 
vocation that could juſtify ſuch hoſtility but though the motion 
night be free from a ſpirit of hoſtility, it was far from being free 
from very great injuſtice, for it went to deprive the noble Lords of 
what they poſſefſed, as the juſt rewards of the great public ſervices 
which their fathers had rendered to the country, and which they 
held as a frechold tenure, confirmed to them by an act of Parlia- 
ment; nor was there any thing in the preſent act to warrant their 
being thus deprived of two-thirds of their income, as it would not 
make the addition of one ſhilling to the fees of the tellers of the 
Exchequer. Beſides, there was a clauſe for permitting gentlemen 
to contribute towards the preſent exigencies of the ſtate, as far as 
their inclination and their circumſtances would allow them. For 
Was It then fair or agreeable that theſe noble perſons ſhould be ſin- 
id out and called on for a compulſory contribution, while it 
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was left optional to every other gentleman? Was it not, more. 
over, glaringly unjuſt, that they ſhould be aſſeſſed two-thirds 4 
their income, while the reſt of the country were at moſt only rc. 
quired to pay one-tenth of theirs? » 

Sir W. PULTENEY thought the preſent clauſe hid a clo 
conneQion with the bill, and ſaid he was ſurprired that gentlemen 
were not aſhamed at putting ſuch enormous fecs in their pockets, 
when the country laboured under ſuch general diſtreſs. | 
Mr. Chancettbr PI TT contended, that the tellers of the Lx. 
thequer were to receive no greater addition to their fees by the 
raiſing of ſeven millions within the year, than if the money to be 
raiſed for the ſervices of the year had been procured by am «thcr I 
mode. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS could not fit ſilent and hear the ho. 
nourable and learned gentleman inſinuate that the people wou!d be 
indignant if the preſent meaſure paſſed into a law. The language, 
he ſaid, was highly unparliamentary, and lic wiſhed the hunvur- 
able gentleman and the country to know, that no degree of un- 
popularity that could poſſibly attach to any man ſhould prevent lim 
or the Houſe from uſing their own judgement and underſtanding, 
in the opinion they ſhould deliver, or in the vote they ſhould give 
upon this or any other queſtion. | 

The SOLICITOR GENERAL adviſed his learned friend to 
withdraw his claufe. 

Mr. H. ADDINGTON oppoſed the clauſe. 

Mr. D. P. COKE was determined to perſevere in his motion, 
but he would have the committee to underſtand, that in what be 
advanced, he never meant to throw out any unparhamentary er | 
factious idca ; in the part of the country where he acted as mayit- 
trate, it was well known that he always ſtrictly enforced obedience 
to every act of Parliament, whether, in his own private opinion, 
he approved of-it or not. He would now again repeat it, that 
the country was decidedly againſt the preſent meaſure ; its exceu- 
tion was utterly impraQicable ; and ſhould the right honourable 
gentlem n perſiſt in it, it could not fail to work his downfall. The 
right honourable gentleman had ſaid, that if a leſs objectionabie 
and equally effectual mode of railing the ſupplies was ſuggeſtec. 


he would not hefitate to adopt it. He had a plan to propoſe which | 
would fully anſwer the end in view, and that was to lay a ſnilling 
in the pound on all transfer of ſtock. 

After a few words from Mr. PITT and Mr. RYDER, the i 


Houſe divided on the motion of Mr. Coke — Ayes, 6; Noes, 75: 
Mr. Cha neclor 1 ITT then ſaid, he would propoſe that the 
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report be received to-morrow, pro forma, that an order might be 
made for having it printed; and that gentlemen might have ſuffi- 
cient time to examine it, he would move that it be taken into 
farther conſideration on Thurſday next. 


Saturday, December 23. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved that the report of the Committee 
oa the aſſeſſed- taxes bill might be received. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he underſtood the report was merely in- 
tended to be brought up this day : that it was to be printed, and in 
point of fact, was not to be received till Thurſday. If this delay 
was meant as an accommodation to the Members of the Houſe, he 
was ready to allow that the titne was ſufficient for himſelf, he had 
no wiſh it ſhould be extended on that contideration ; but if, on the 
other hand, the Chancellor of the Exchequer conceived that the de- 
lay propoſed would enable the Houle to aſcertain how far their con- 
ſtituents were likely to be ſatisfied with the adopted modifications, 
then he could not but conſider the interval as far too limited. 
This hint, however, he had only thrown out for the confideration 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, not meaning to object to the 
period he thould think proper to take the report into conſideration. 
What he wiſhed to know with certainly was, when the right ho- 
nourable gentleman intended the bill ſhould be read a third time ? 
He ſuppoſed that from the length of diſcuſſion which the report 
would take up on "Thurſday, it would hardly be poſſible to have the 
third reading on Friday, and therefore hg wiſhed to have it preciſely 
underſtood, whether it would be read on Saturday, Monday, or 
Tueſday ? 

Nr. Chancellor PITT agreed that it would be much more 
coaveniggt to the Houſe to ſettle with certainly when the third 
reading would take place. He ſhould think it would occupy fo 
much of Thurſday, that it would not be poſſible to get the bill 
printed with the amendments, fo as to be ready for the third reading 
on Friday. The Monday following would be New-Year's Day, 
and therefore Tueſday was the day he ſhould ſubmit for the third 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. TIERNEY aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer whe- 
ther the modifications would produce an increaſe or a decreaſe of the 
lum originally eſtimated ? 


Mr. Chancellor PIT'T faid, certainly, a conſiderable defal- 


cation, 


Mr. SMITH brought up the report. 
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Mr. BUCKNALL roſe for the purpoſe of making a few obſs;. 


yations previous to the report being read; but he was interrupted by 
the Speaker, who informed him, that it being the intention of the 
Houſe to have the report printed before any obſervations were gone 
into, there was no opportunity, conſiſtent with the forms of the 
Houſe, for any Member to offer objections to the report, until it 
was taken into farther conſideration. 

The report was then read, and the farther conſideration of it 
appointed for "Thurſday next. 


Thurſday, December 28. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day for taking 
into conſideration the report of a bill for granting additional 
duties on aſſeſſed taxes, now read, 

Sir ALAN GARDNER faid, he had a few obſervations to 
make upon the bill, which he would take this opportunity to offer, 
He was happy to find that it had already undergone full diſcuſſion, 
and that the objections made by thoſe who would have been to 
heavily affected by its proviſions had been completely removed. 
He ſaid, that the enemy muſt be reſiſted, and the country defended, 
and without ſupplics neither fleet nor army could be ſupported, in 
which caſe we could neither reſiſt the enemy nor procure a ſafe and 
honourable peace. Allowing this, and it could not be denied, the 
ſafety of the country depended on the conduct that would take place 
this night. Therefore, netwithftanding certain reſolutions of dif. 
approbation had appeared in the public prints, which he had read 
with great regret, he felt himſelf obliged in conſcience. and in duty 
to the public, to give his ſupport to the meaſure, and thereby to pro- 
vide for the ſafety, honour and independance of the country. Un- 
der the circumſtances of the country, he thought it was impoſſi- 
ble to withhold the ſupplies. | 

Sir WILLIAM MILNER faid, that he would not oppoſe any 
garticular clauſe of the bill, becauſe he meant to oppoſe the whole 
bill and its principle. 

On reading the clauſe which was amended in the Committee 
upon the bill, and by which amendment an alleviation was agreed 


to be given to thoſe who occupy Houſes to which there are ſhops or 


warehouſes, the Chancellor of the Exchequer propoſed to negative 
the amendment of the Committee, ſo as to take warehouſes out of 
the exemption, and to confine the alleviation merely to ſhops ; to 


which, after a few words by Mr. WILBERFORCE and others, 
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er. on the other ſide, the Houſe agreed. So that warehouſes are not 
by now exempted. 
the On reading the clauſe which impoſes a double aſſeſſment for 
one horſes kept for agriculture, 
the Mr. I. H. BROWNE propoſed a provifion, that thoſe who kept 
lit arms under the yearly rent of 1 5ol. ſhould be charged only with a 
ſingle additional duty. | | 
f it Mr. Chancellor PITT oppoſed it, upon the grounds which the 
Committee had rejected a ſimi lar propoſition, 
Sir M. B. FOLKES, Mr. POLLEN, Lord CARYSFORT, 
and ſeveral others, ſupported it. 
Sir W. GEARY ſuggeſted a modification, the ſubſtance of which 
"RE was, that no farmer who rents a farm under 1 5ol. a year, and who 
a has no other means of livelihood, ſhall be charged by this duty for 
more than five horſes for agriculture. 
1 This was agreed to by the Houſe. 
""M Mr. I. H. BROWNE's clauſe was negatived. 
ion, Mr. WILBERFORCE moved to amend clauſe (P), by leaving 
EN out the words or any other ſufficient,” On this amendment the 
_ Houſe divided: Ayes, 5; Noes, 94. 
ded, Mr. BRAGGE movcd to amend the clauſe for allowing certain 
i, in abatements to perſons having a certain number of children, by leav- 
ey ing out the word ** five,” and inſerting in its ſtead the word 
the ” four.” 


This amendment was agreed to, ö 

Mr. Serjeant ADAIR was of opinion that this clauſe was too 
confined by the limitation of the words “ children born in lawful 
wedlock ;“ for ſeveral inſtances might occur where the wife or the 


Whoſe children added together would place them within this clauſe 
of the bill; but if the children were taken ſeparately, then ſuch 


edly could not be the intention of the Houſe to refuſe the propoſed 


lock,” theſe words, “of him or her, or of his or her wife or huſ- 
band, or of both of them.” | 

Mr. RYDER, the SOLICITOR GENERAL, and the 
MASTER OF THE ROLLS, objected to this amendment, on 


huband might have children by former marriages, the number of 


perſons muſt be deprived of the benefit of the clauſe. It undoubt- 


abatement to a family compoſed of the united children of the maſter . 
and miſtreſs, and whoſe expence were defrayed out of the funds of 
both, Wich a view to remove every doubt and obſcurity on this 
ſubject, he would move to amend the clauſe, by introducing, after 
the word © children,” and before the words born in lawful wed- 
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the ground that ſuch children had generally ſeparate proviſions 
made for them. 

The motion for the aniendment was then put and agreed to, 

Sir W. PULTENEY here obſerved, that, in his opinion, it 
was improper to proceed farther on a buſineſs of ſuch ſerious im- 
portance at fo late an hour (paſt eleven) when the Houſe mult be 
naturally very much fatigued. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that his wiſh was that the few re. 
maining clauſes might be gone through, and that the moſt im- 
portant part, the conſideration of the edule, might then be de. 
ferred till to-morrow. 

On the motion for agreeing to the clauſe which makes the pa- 

riſhes liable for the punual payment of the tax, 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, that it would be very hard on the pariſhesto 
be thus made liable to the payment of the taxes when they had no 
ſhare in appointing the perſons who were to colle them. 

Mr. PLUMER and Sir W. PULTENEY urged the fame 
objection, and ſaid, that tlie county, and not the pariſhes, thould be 
made liable. 

Mr. ROSE ſaid, that the pariſhes named the perſons out of 
whom the Commiſſioners were choſen, who had the power of ap- 
pointing the collectors. There was, therefore, no hardſhip in 
making the pariſhes liable for the payment. 

The original clauſe was then put and agreed to. 

On the motion for agreeing to clauſe (X). 

Mr. BURDON moved to leave out the word “ ſchoolmaſter,” 
and to leave ſimply the words, © perſon keeping any academy, ot 
ſeminary of education,” &c. 

Mr. H. ADDINGTON faid, that there was another deſcrip- 
tion of perſons not exactly to be claſſed under the denomination ot 
ſchoolmaſter or ſchoolmiftres, to whom, he thought, the fame ex- 
emptions ſhould be extended. Theſe were perſons who received 
into their houſes grown-up young ladies, in order to give a certain 
degree of inſtruction, by way of finiſhing their education. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that if the honourable gen- 
tleman took the word © inſtruftion” in its ordinary ſenſe, then un 
doubtedly the perſons he alluded to would come under the deſcription 
of ſchoolmiĩ ſtreſſes. 

Mr. BURDON moved, that undertakers for funerals, or all pet- 
ſons letting out horſes and carriages for ſuch purpoſes, be entitled to 
the ſame exemption as coachmakers. Agreed to: 


Mr. PLUMER * to the clauſe which granted certa 
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abatements to gentlemen exerciſing any branch of the medical pro- 
ſeſſion, as inaccurately worded. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought the objection well founded, and 
did not wiſh to extend the abatements to perſons not regularly bred 
to the medical profeſſion. He then moved, that inſtead of the 
words, any perſon,” &c. the words * phyſician, ſurgeon, apo- 
thecary, and midwife,” be inſerted, and that the abatement granted 
to ſuch perſons ſhould extend only to ſuch as kept but one carriage 
and two horſes, either for riding or drawing, or for both purpoſes. 
The clauſe ſo amended was agreed to. 

Mr. Changgllor PITT faid, that the clauſes for allowing per- 
ſons to make*voluntary contributions beyond the amount of the 
aſſeſſed taxes, required ſome important alterations : he would there- 
fore bring them in at ſome future ſtage of the bill. 

Mr. BAKER gave notice, that he would move a clauſe for 
granting certain exemptions to clergymen, whoſe income did not 
exceed 15 ol. per annum. | 

Mr. DUNDAS hoped that tbe benefit of ſuch a clauſe might 
be extended to the clergy of Scotland. 

Mr. BAKER faid, that ſuch was his intention. 

Mr. TYRWHYTT aſked, when it was the intention of 
the right honourable gentleman that the bill ſhould be read a 
third time ? | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was his intention that the 
report be taken into farther conſideration to-morrow, that the bill, 


with the new amendments, be reprinted, and that it be read a 
third time on Tueſday next. 


Friday, December 29. 


At four o'clock the Speaker counted the Houſe, when there 


being only twenty-eight Members preſent, an adjournment till next 
day immediately took place. 


Saturday, 3oth December. 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, the Houſe muſt recolle& an 
at of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, commonly called the Sup- 
plemental Militia Act.“ That meaſure had been carried into ex- 
ecution, a great number of men had been raiſed under it, and had. 
been employed for the public ſervice. It was a very large and able 

y of men, and might be extremely uſeful in a caſe of the laſt 
neceſſity ; but in conſequence of ſo large a body of men being thus 


ſituated a ii | 
a great number of men were prevented from giving aid 
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to His Majeſty's arms for the general defence of his cauſe, in 
any part of the world; they were thus prevented, becauſe there 
was no regular power to enliſt them into His Majeſty's regular fer. 
vice, from which great inconvenience had ariſen, and if not reme. 
died, greater muſt hereafter ariſe, He had no complaint to make 
againſt the different officers who had been called upon to act under 
the proviſions of the militia bill ; undoubtedly they had done their 
duty. Thus it happened, that many of the men compoſing this 
militia, having enliſted into His Majeſty's regular ſervice, were 


reclaimed as militiamen, and were obliged to be reſtored ; for ſo 


the law ſtood at preſent ; fo that if any man, belonging to the mi. 
litia, ſhould, from his ardour for more aQive ſervice, or any 
other motive, enliſt into the regular ſervice, ſuch man may, at 
any time, be reclaimed as a militiaman, and if fo claimed, muſt 
be reſtored, to the manifeſt prejudice of His Majeſty's ſervice. 
The object of the bill which he intended to move for, was to re- 
medy that defect, by enabling any man, if deſirous of enliſting, 
ſo to do, and if he does, he ſhall not afterwards be reclaimed as 2 
militiaman ; nor ſhould the pariſh be bound to replace him. This 
plan would add to the general and regular force of His Majeſty's 
arms, without any additional expence to the public. 

The Houſe, he was ſure, would feel the importance of this 
ſubject, and would be ready to give it their moſt ſerious attention. 
It would appear to be neceflary in another point of view. There 
are at preſent a number of regiments, thirteen or fourteen of them, 
in ſome of whom there are hardly any but othcers ; ſo that how- 
ever meritorious and uſeful their ſervices have been, and how 
much and how juſtly foever His Majeſty might be diſpoſed to con- 
fide in them, their ſervices could not be had, unleis their regiments 
were ſupplied with men. There were of the militia from fifty to 
fixty thouſand ; now, if in conſequence of the meaſure he now 
propoſed, theſe regiments could be filled up, the country would be 
no longer deprived of the ſervices of theſe officers, who, of all 
men, were the moſt defirable to be employed in the public ſervice 
at a period like the preſent, and, he truſted, that within a ſhort pe- 
riod, a body of no leſs than fifty thouſand men might thus be 
brought into active ſervice for our general defence, to act as occa- 


ſion might require, either offenſively or defenſively, either within 


or out of this country. He did not mean by this deſcription of the 


propoſed ſervice to ſay, that this force would be called upon to 


ſerve out of His Majeſty's European dominions ; for he meant 
only home ſervice, extending to Jerſey and Guernſey, and the 


Non San,, | 
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He certainly ſhould not now enlarge upon this ſubject in the de- 
tail, nor need he ſay any thing on the probable conſequence of ſuch 
a meaſure, He would leave it to every man's feelings. Let eve 
man aſk himſelf, whether, for the purpoſes of our general defence, 
or for annoying the enemy, where that may be adviſeable, can any 
meaſure be more likely to be effectual than that which will raiſe a 
body of men immediately, probably twenty thouſand, every one ac- 
cuſtomed to the uſe of arms? He would leave it with the Houſe 
to conſider, and he deſired them to look at the hiſtory of this coun- 
try at the proudeſt periods of its military glory ; for inſtance, at 
that of the time of Queen Elizabeth, and the time of the deſtruc- 
tion of the Spaniſh armada, when we were menaced, as we are 
now, with invaſion. This country had no greater reaſon to be 
proud of its power then, than it has now ; but it ſhould alſo have 
the ſame vigour and the ſame precaution. 

He then moved, © That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
allowing certain proportions of men, raiſed in purſuance of two 
acts of Parliament of the laſt ſeſſion, to enliſt into His Majeſty's. 
other ſervices for a time to be limited.” | 

An idea had been ſtated, he faid, and the experiment might very 
ſafely be tried, in order to ſee how far it is poſſible to recruit the 
ſervice, by enliſting ſoldiers for a ſhorter period than for life. In 
the bill he propoſed, he intended to introduce a limitation of the 
time of ſervice of thoſe who ſhould enliſt in conſequence of any 
recruiting under the power of the bill. 

Sir W. PULTENEY ſaid, he did not oppoſe this meaſure, on 
the contrary, he approved of it as far as it went, but he thought 
that ſome meaſure of a more extenſive nature ought to be deviſed 
and brought forward to prepare us againſt invaſion. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman who moved this, had ſaid that fifty thouſand 
men might be raiſed in this manner, and that twenty thouſand might 
be raiſed immediately. This was not a time to truſt to fifty thou- 
ſand men. The people of this country ſhould be called upon to 
arm in a much larger force. Let them ſtand forward and take ſuch 
vigorous meaſures as are ſuitable to their preſent eriſis. There was 
not one in that Houſe, nor any intelligent perſon in this country, 
who did not know that much more force than was propoſed to be 
made effective by the preſent bill would be neceſſary for our preſent 
lituation, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that if the preſent meaſure '- 
ſhoulg prove inadequate it would become Executive Government to 
tend to meaſures for ſupplying the deficiency, at the ſame time he 
#Ould not have the honourable Baronet ſuppoſe that we were to be 
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defended from invaſion only by twenty thouſand men. So far was 
that from being the caſe that there never was a period when the in- 
ternal ſtrength of this country againſt invaſion was ſo compleat as at 
the preſent moment. All the menaces that were made againſt this 
country were ſuch as he for one would neither totally deſpiſe nor 
apprebend with any timidity. There had been many attempts in- 
duſtriouſly made to diſcredit all the menaces that had been made, 
but that he thought very improper, becauſe they were intended to 
have a general effect on the general character of the people of this 
country. Theſe menaces, if the people were diſpoſed to meet them 
properly, he ſhould be prepared to treat as an. idle, feeble vapour, 
and regard with as much contempt as any man in this country, 
On the other hand we were to take care that we ſhould not be at- 
tacked while ſleeping in our beds under a miſplaced ſecurity. He 
did not mean to diſpirit the people of this country, nor to delude 
them by falſe hopes. It was only by being on the one hand not too 
ſecure, nor on the other unworthily intimidated, that their intereſts 
could be ſecured. According to the ſentiments of the honourable 
Baronet the energy of the people would not be ſufficiently called 
forth. He ſhould always be happy to hear any other plan propoſed 
that could call that energy into adtion. But then the Executive Go- 
vernment could not be juſtified in aſſenting to any meaſure, without 
a due conſideration of all circumſtances ; becauſe the trade, com- 
merce, agriculture, and wealth of the country, muſt not be wholly 
employed in military operations, ſince that would ſoon deſtroy our 
real reſources, It became the Executive Government to conſider 
the general population of the country, and to take care alſo to keep 
the expence of their operations within due bounds. If all the zeal 
and the energy of the people was probably called forth, always re- 
garding the objects which he had juſt hinted at, there would be 
nothing to fear. Indeed we were partly ſecure already. But any 
other meaſure for theſe purpoſes he ſhould be glad to liſten to, if 
they came either from the honourable Baronet or any other perion 
in that Houſe or out of it. The force now propoſed was intended 
for immediate defenſive, offenſive operations, if he might be allowed 
the uſe of ſuch an expreſſion. It certainly tended to add to the 
ſtrength of the Britiſh empire. If we negleQed the opportunity of 
availing ourſe}ves of it, we ſhould have to reflect that we encouraged 
the enemy to attack us, more than by any meaſure which we might 
afterwards have it in our power to adopt to repel them. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY explained. He ſaid that as t 
twenty thouſand men to be raiſed immediately by this meaſure, he 
knew thev were not ſufficient ; a great deal more muſt be raiſed, 


— 
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As to the expence of it, he did not mean to increaſe the expence. 
He thought highly of the ſpirit of the people of this country. But 
they muſt be prepared to do a great deal without expence. 

Mr. BURDON ſaid he did not oppoſe this meaſure ; what was 
{aid upon the ſubject by the right honourable gentleman, coincided 
with his opinion and his feeelings. He hoped that Government 
would conſider of the expediency of changing the proviſional cavalry 
into a regular force. They were, at preſent, ineffective, but they 
might be made very uſcful. From what he had obſerved, and had 
been informed, he had no reaſon to doubt the country would be 
ready to adopt the meaſure which he now ſuggeſted. 

Mr. BAKER faid a few words on the ſubject. | 

The queſtion was then put; leave was given to bring in the 
bill, and Mr. Secretary Dundas, Mr. Chancellor Pitt, and Mr. 
Huſkinſon, were ordered to prepare and bring it in. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he roſe to give a conditional notice. He 
hoped the Chancellor of the Exchequer would bring a communica- 
tion to the Houſe, ſtating, that the royal family are defirous to bear 
part of the burdens of the preſent aſſeſſments; if not, he ſhould cer- 


tainly move, that all the laws which exempt them from bearing any 


ſuch burdens ſhould be repealed. 


Mr. Chancellor PF'1'T moved the order of the day on the 


aſſeſſed taxes-bill. 

The Houſe went through the ſchedule, and then proceeded to 
receive clauſes, and to add them to the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT brought up a clauſe to allow houſes kept 
tor the reception of lunaticks the ſame modification of aſſeſſment as 
houſes for letting lodgings. Agrecd to. 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS brovght up a clauſe to put 


thoſe who keep rooms for public entertainment on the ſame footing 


35 innkeepers. He was deſired to do this by a perſon who kept 
public rooms at Bath, for which he paid a rent of 1000 guineas a 


vear. He was willing to pay his ſhare, but the aſſeſſment on him 
would not be according to his ability. He now paid $1 guineas 
to the aſſeſſed taxes. — Clauſe agreed to. 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT then proceeded to propoſe ſeveral clauſes, 
which were all agreed to, viz. 

To charge the royal academicians and aſſociates only one addition 
to their preſent duties. 

To exempt the horſes of volunteer corps. 

To exemyt the keepers of ſtage coaches. 

To exempt thoſe who have kept a carriage and laid it down, and 
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never uſed it fince the 5th of April laſt, to the day of making the 
appeal ; the proof to lay on the party charged. 

To exempt perſons who have ſerved or may ſerve offices in great 
corporations, ſuch as the Lord Mavor of London, and other offices 
of corporate bodies, and Sheriffs of counties, from any more than the 
proportion of aſſeſſment to which they would have been liable, inde. 
pendent of the equipage incident to their office. | 

To charge thoſe who pay for dogs by a compoſition, ſuch as thoſe 
who keep kennels of hounds, &c. not for cach individual dog, but 
a ratable proportion according to the preſent compoſition. 

To put thoſe who keep houſes at bathing places, &c. upon the 
ſame footing as thoſe who keep houſes for lodgings. 

To charge thoſe who enter houſes that have never before been 
inhabited, only the duty that would attach upon them, had they ſtaid 
in the houſes they ſhall quit. This exemption to continue during 
the continuance of the act. 

Providing that thoſe who remove in a given time, ſhall not be 
charged for the houſes they have quitted. 

Providing how affidavits ſhall be made of abſence or illneſs, if 
the duty be not paid in due time. 

Allowing agents and guardians to make declarations for infants 
in caſes of appeal. 

Giving ten days time to appeal after notice of aſſeſſment, ten 
days more for hearing appeals, and ten days farther for payment 
after the determination of appcals. 


- Regulating the mode of appointing collectors within the bills of 
mortality. 

Directing that collectors ſhall give ſecurity to the amount of the 
firſt inſtalment, which are to be ſix in the year. 

Providing that the ſecurities of the collectors, as well as receipts 
for the payment of the new aſſeſſed taxes, ſhall be on unſtamped 
paper. Upon this Mr. Ryder wiſhed the receipts to be ſtamped. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT oppoſed it. 

Diviſion — For unſtamped paper on the receipt 34 
For ſtamped - ES 
Obliging the collectors to pay the money they receive within ſeven 
days after it comes into their hands. 

. Giving the commiſſioners diſcretionary power of paying col- 
leQors for their trouble, but not to exceed three-pence in the 
pound, and to the commiſſioners' clerks three halfpence* in the 
pound. 


Providing that the commiſſioners ſhould not be allowed pound- 
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age, but ſhould be allowed a reaſonable ſum for their trouble, at 
the diſcretion of the Commiſſioners of the "Treaſury. 
Providing a mode for opening an account with the Bank, and 


the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. Allowing thoſe who chuſe to 


pay a certain number of inſtallments, diſcount at 4 per cent. &c. 
for prompt payment, Ke. &c. 

Sir W. PULTENEY aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
how he intended to go on with the bill? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he ſhould propoſe that all the 
clauſes which any other perſon had to offer ſhould be diſcuſſed to- 
night, as well as amendments to the body of the bill; that then an 
order ſhould be made for its engroſſment, and the third reading 
ſhould ſtand for Wedneſday. 

Sir W. PULTENEY faid, he wiſhed the bill might be ren- 
dered as free from defects as the nature of the thing would allow, 
and therefore he thought that another day ſhould be taken for the 
diſcuſſion of clauſes or amendments in the body of the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, that it was only from the accident 
of there not being a Houſe yeſterday that the third reading was not 
to come on on Tueſday next. He allowed that the bill was ſuch 
as required great diſcuſſion, But he maintained that there never 
was a bill which had gone through ſo many ſtages as this had, nor 
one that was ſo deliberately conſidered : it had been committed 
twice, and twice printed ; he propoſed printing it a third time—a 
thing quite unuſual; for, until lately, it had not been uſual to print a 
revenue bill even once. Under theſe impreſſions, he would not con- 
ſent to any farther delay in the meaſure. 

He then introduced a clauſe to make thoſe who ſhould be guilty 
of forging certificates of the Bank, to be uſed for the purpoſes of the 
bill, guilty of felony, and that they ſhould ſuffer death as felons, 
without benefit of clergy, which was agreed to. 

Mr. BURTON brought up a clauſe to empower certain perſons 
who had contributed by rates levied upon them tor the purpoſe of 
erecting jails, churches, workhouſes, and other public buildings, to 
withhold any farther contributions for that purpoſe for ſeven years, 
the better to enable them to pay the preſent aſſeſſment. 

It was propoſed that this ſhould continue only for three years, 
and afterwards for five years. 

The firſt diviſion was— 


For ſeven years, 6 
Againſt it, - 40 
For five years, 7 


For three years, - 38 
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Mr. WILBERFORCE propoſed three clauſes, but the Houſe 
refuſed leave to bring up either. 

The firſt was, to exempt Juſtices of the Peace in the country, or 
to make them an abatement from this duty, if their incomes were 
under 2000]. a year. 

The office in favour of thoſe who Keep but one horſe, and keey 
no ſervant. 

The third was in favour of a religious ſect of people called 
Moravians. 

Mr. BURTON propoſed a clauſe to enable landlords and 
tenants to lend money to each other, and the one to take the ſame 
remedy to recover it as he has for the recovery of his rent ; the 
other to dedudt out of the rent, for their mutual accomma 
dation, the better to enable each of them to pay this duty when 
called upon. 

Diviſion for the clauſe, 16; Againſt it, 32. 

The Houſe then went through all the amendments in the body 
of the bill, which are numerous : 

After which the bill was ordered to be ingroſſed, to be printed 
with the amendments, and to be read a third time on Wedneſ— 
day next, 


Wedneſday, Fanuary 3. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS moved the order of the day, for the 


Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee on the bill for allowing a 
certain proportion of the ſupplementary militia to enliſt in the regu- 
lar troops ; which being done, and a motion being made by Mr. 
Secretary Dundas that the Speaker do leave the chair, 

General FITZPATRICK ſaid, it was not his intention to op- 
poſe the Speaker's leaving the chair, nor to object to the bill, the 
principle of which he highly approved. His object in riſing s 
to ſtate to the Houſe, that he wiſhed to ſee the bill extended, if it 
were poſſible, to the whole military. By the proviſions which were 
to receive the ſanction of the Committee, a limited time was fixed 


for the engagement of the militia ſoldier who ſhould enliſt in the re- 


gulars, while in all the regular troops the engagement of the ſoldier 
ended only with life. He reminded the Houſe of the ſuggeſtion he 


| had offered on the night of the Secretary at War's bringing forward 


the army eftimates—it was a general one, and went to the whole 
body of His Majeſty's land forces —he wiſhed that he could nov 
propoſe to have that ſuggeſtion acceded to and incorporated with this 
bili, but apprehended that a Committee was not a proper ſtage for 
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that purpoſe ; he however intreated the right honourable gentleman to 
conſider the diſagrecable effects which might be produced by the 
adoption of this bill without adopting his ſuggeſtion alſo. Perhaps 
the right honourable gentleman had conſidered that ſubject ſince the 
time on which it had been ſtarted, and meant this bill as a kind of 
experiment. Tf fo, he was moſt egregiouſly miſtaken in the mode of 
proceeding, as the preſent meaſure, by comprehending ſome, and 
not extending to all, in the ſame ſervice, would only create jealouſies 
to the injury of the ſervice. He ſaid it appeared to him that at the 
time he made that ſuggeſtion, it was not perfectly palatable to gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide, though they gave no preciſe opinion upon 
the ſubje&t ; and he wiſhed to know from the right honourable gen- 
tleman in expreſs terms, whether Miniſters had revolved the mat- 
ter in their minds, and if ſo, whether they agreed with him upon 
it? For his own part, ſince that time, he had much converſation 
with military men, in order to get at their ſentiments ; and he found 
their opinions uniformly to coincide with his own, that enliſting 
men for a limited term only would be of great uſe to the ſervice, 
If it were uſcful before, it would certainly be rendered abſolutely 
ncecſlary by the preſent meaſure, which would have a tendency to 
create confuſion, and excite diſcontents. He thought one of His 
Majeſty's Miniſters would be much better qualified than he was to 
bring forward the meaſure to which he had alluded, with all its de- 
tuls—Put if they ſhould think proper to decline it, he gave notice 
to the Houſe that he would himſelf bring it forward after the 
holidays. | 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that whatever opinion he might 
now entertain, or ſhould hereafter form, reſpecting the ſuggeſtion 
ſtarted by the honourable general on a former night, there was 
nothing in it that could poſſibly lie as an objection to the preſent 
bill, which only enabled men in the ſupplementary militia corps 
voluntarily to extend the limits of thcir ſervice, without extending 
its duration—that is to ſay, to enlarge the ſcene of their 
action, but not the period of their ſervice—not to interfere at 
all with their preſent engagements. If indeed the bill went fo far 
as to extend to both, and mix them together, the obſervations of 
tie honourable General might. be ſuppoſed to apf ly. but in point 
of fat it had no ſuch tendency. 


out by the honourable General had undergone fome conſideration, 
but it was not a queſtion of ſo important or eaſy a nature as would 
allow them to form an opinion upon it at once. He ſaid it was 


ſtill under eonſideration, but at the ſame time it was perfectly com- 
Vorl. IV. 3 X 
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He ſaid, it would be an unpar- 
donable want of candour in him to deny that the ſuggeſtion thrown 
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petent to the honourable General to bring forward the propoſition 
in his own way ; and he would not preſume to offer any thing to 
prevent or diſſuade him from it, but would only fay, generally, that 
at preſent he had not made up his mind, or formed any preciſe opi- 
nion on the ſubject. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid that he had yeſterday expreſſed his 
doubts, whether this ſcheme would ſucceed according to the deſign of 
the right honourable gentleman ; but ſuppoling it to ſuecced, would 
It not either defeat the purpoſes of raiſing the ſupplementary militia, 
or elſe ſhew that there was no occaſion for raiſing them? The ſup. 
plementary militia, he ſaid, was raiſed for internal defence; if they 
were originally wanted, they were ſtill wanted; nay, were they not 
wanted now more than ever, on account of the menaces of the 
enemy ? If an invaſion ſhould take place, would not ſubſtitutes for 
them be wanting? 

Mr. Secretars DUNDAS faid, the Houſe would fee how impro- 
per it would be for him to enter into a detail of the particular ſer- 
vice in which thoſe men might on occaſion be engaged, or of the 
particular application of them. But ten thouſand men * were not 
employed leſs in the defence of their country, when put under the 
command of officers belonging to the regular troops, than if retained 
in militia corps, and confined to one particular ſpot. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE ſaid, that if 10,000 men belonging to the 
ſupplementary militia were, at this hour of imminent danger, ſent 
out of the kingdom, and their places were not ſupplied, it was evi- 
dent that, pro tanto the ſupplementary militia ought not to have been 
raiſed, and ſuch an unneceſſary expence ought not to have been laid 
upon the country. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that, after deducting the ten 
thouſand in queſtion out of the 60,000 enliſted for the ſupplemen- 
tary militia, 50,000 men would remain according to the terms of 
the original act. Of this application of thoſe men the Executive 
Government had the beſt right and beſt means to judge. 

General TARLETON obſerved, there was no way whatſoever 
in which we could apply our troops to offenſive operations: the 
meaſure was therefore unneceſſary. 

The clauſes were then read one by one, and agreed to. By thoſe 
the duration of the bill is limited to fix months after the conclu- 
ſion of a general peace; and the number of men to paſs over fiom 
the ſupplementary militia to the regulars confined to 10,000, or at 
the utmoſt to one fifth of the number of that body. 

The Chairman reported the reſolutions ; the report was brought 
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up and read, and the bill ordered to be engrofſed and read a third 


time to-morrow. 

Mr. BRAGGE brought up a petition from 160 clock and 
watch makers of the city of Briſtol, complaining of the miſchiefs 
ſuſtained by them in conſequence of the tax on thoſe articles, pre- 
iiting the entire annihilation of that branch of manufacture, and 

raying conſideration, &2, 

Mr. Chancellor PI'TT moved the order of the day, for the third 
reading of the bill for railing a ſum by an increaſe of aſſeſſed 
taxcs. 

Mr. TIERNEY roſe, and complained of the haſty and indirect 
manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer attempted to 
bring on that buſineſs, with a view, as it ſhould ſeem, to preclude 
him from an opportunity of making the motion of which he had 
ziven notice, and which ought to be entertain2d prior to the preſent 
bill paſſing into a law. He requeſted that he might be permitted 
to make his motion; and he aſſured the right honourable gentleman 
that he did not mean to ſay one word more than merely to propoſe a 
clauſe, which, if not thought right, might be rejected. All he 
deſired was to have the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it, as a plain, ſimple 
point, of which every one is competent to judge. If he ſhould not 
be allowed this to-day, he would move for a Committee of ways 
aud means on Friday next. | 

Mr. Chaccellor PITT ſaid, that he had as little underſtood 
what particular day the honourable gentleman had propoſed to him- 
ſelf to bring on his motion, as he did the particular matter he had 
in view to move. The honourable gentleman had ſaid in general 
terms, that ſome time before the holidays he would make a motion 
touching a particular ſource of finance, but had neither particularized 
the day nor ſpecified the terms of his intended propoſition. The ho- 
nourable gentleman muſt nnqueſtionably have a ſtrong confidence in 
the propriety of his motion, when he thought it ſo little doubtful and 
lv very unequivocal that it would require no aid from his eloquence. 

He fancied, however, the honourable gentleman had not altoge- 
ther a right to preſume that every oue in that Houſe would ſee it ſo 
plainly in one extreme or cther as to determine all at once on one 
reading for or againſt it. At all events it was worth the honourable 
gentleman's while to recollect that in the preſent ſtate of the bill, 
and under the urgent circumſtances of time, no propoſition could by 
pollibility be ſo managed as to be ingrafted upon it. The honour- 
able gentleman muſt know that to indulge him at preſent could an- 
lwer no purpoſe but that of creating delay—he might therefore as 
well poſtpone it to a ſubſequent day. In the mean time it might 
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not be amiſs to give the Houſe a hint of the nature of his intended 
motion — for his own part, he declared he did not know what it was 
intended to he. 

Mr. TIERNEY then roſe, and gave notice, that on Friday he 
would move for a Committee of ways and means, to conſider of a 
repeal of thoſe laws which exempt the royal fami:y from the pay. 
ment of aſſeſſed and other taxes. 

'The queſtion was then put by the Speaker, that this bill be now 
read a third time. 

Mr. "THOMPSON got up, and in ſtrong terms reprobated the 
bill, as being not only unwiſe, impolitie, and ruinous in its princi- 
ple, but cruel, unequal, oppreſſive and unjuſt in its particular provi. 
ſions and diſtributions, and illuſory and deceptive in its pretended 
mitigations. He entered into a minute detail of the clauſes, com- 
menting on them with much ability; pointing out the objeCtiona- 
ble parts of the modifications; oppoling the inequality of the ſcale 
laid down by the bill; and inſiſting that it lay with inſupportable 
weight upon the poor, while it affected to exclude them from contri- 
bution. © Thus,“ ſaid he, © the Houſe muſt fee that in this 
horrid Roberſpierian requilition, no diſtinction is made between th 
Poor and the rich, between the wretch who drudges for his daily 
ſubſiſtence, and the gentleman who keeps twenty powdered lacqueys. 
In ſhort it is a tax upon poverty. Mr. Thompſon then adverted 
to the evils which would ariſe to gentlemen of very contracted 2ir- 
camſtances, whom age or infirmity obliged to retain certain eſta- 
bliſnments that ſwallowed up the whole of their prefent income ; and 
he inſtanced the particular caſe of one who, by a paralytie ſtroke, 
was rendered utterly helplefs, almoſt motionleſs, and reduced to the 
neceſſity of keegyng a ſervant. In the cafe of this gentleman it ſo 
happened that, Fhile his expences were now up to the laſt ſhilling 
of his means, Mis bill would add full ten pounds a year to his ex- 
pences. Afte pointing out ſeveral other ſeverities that would at- 
tend the bill, M declared that, after all, the part which he thought 
worſt, was th ncluding clauſe ; by which it was enacted, that the 
bill might be Mitered during the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament; for 
when he confifered the temper of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the diſpoſition of the Houle to agree to any thing he might pro- 
poſe, he could not think that that clauſe was intended to leave room 
to alter the bill for the better —it was therefore brought in only with 
a view to making it worſe, if indeed that could be made worſe 
which was already a compound of oppreſſion, trick, and delvſion. 
He ſuppoſed the Chancellor of the Exchequer was blind to the rut- 
nous tendeney of the meaſure, and thought it probable he would fe- 
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main ſo; for he could hardly think the right honourable gentleman 
would venture to walk along the ſtreets, and count the deſolation he 
oecaſioned by the number of houſes that would be emptied by it. To 
ſum up all, it would put an end to private bounty, deſtroy the mo- 
rals and intellects of the riſing generation, by abridging their parents 
of the means to educate them; and totally annihilate the education 
of the poor. 

Mr. TYRWHIT ſaid, that it was with infinite difficulty and 
regret he roſe to oppoſe a meaſure which he could not help thinking 
was cloſely interwoven with the ſafety, nay the exiſtence of the 
country — but he had been fo generally and uniformly preſſed from 
all quarters, quarters not tainted in the ſmalleſt degree with the ſpirit 
of party, to oppoſe the bill, that he felt himſelf bound to give it his 
negative. And for his own part he apprehended that it would be 
found in its operation very different from the expectation of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer—Inſtcad of one-tenth, the tax would 
amount to one: ſixth of the property of the rich, and that could not 
fail to leſſen confumption, to fall ultimately upon the poor, and in 
that way to alienate their affections. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that he had not as yet heard an anſwer 
to any one of the objections which had been made to this tax, when 
firſt propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The firſt objection made to this tax was, that it was unequal, and 
therefore unjuſt. If a tax is to be impoſed on income, it muſt be 
on the 1dea that income is the evidence of property. Let two men 
draw each 1000]. a year, one from the long annuities, the other from 
tne ſhort annuities, their incomes would be the ſame : and they 
would therefare pay the ſame tax, viz. 10ol. Yet they had mani- 
telly different portions of property; the annuity of one being worth 
12 years purchaſe, while the annuity of the other was only worth 
bx vears purchaſe. But equal burdens on unequal portions of pro- 
perty'was unjuſt, There was the ſame injuſtice if the income was 
drawn from land, and one reccived his income from lands of which 
he was proprietor in fee-ſimple, and the other from land of which 
he was tenant for life. It was in like manner unjuſt if one drew 
his income wholly from property, the other partly from property 
partly from ſkill and induſtry. | 
: The next objection which had been taken was, that by compel- 
ing the higher orders of the middle claſs to ceconomize, it would 
deſtroy the employment of the artizan, and diminiſh the revenue, 
by rendering the taxes on conſumption leſs productive. To this 
lome anſwer had been attempted ; the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer ſaid, he had rclieved the lower orders by diminiſhing the tax 
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on them. As far as the relief granted to the lower orders would 
occaſion leſs money to be raiſed, he acknowledged the modification 
to be beneficial ; it was pro tanto an abandonment of the bill. But 
as far as an additional burden was laid on the higher orders of the 
middle claſs, he thought the modification was not beneficial. For 
the mifchief was, that the direct preſſure on the higher orders of the 
middle claſs would occafion an indirect preſſure on the lower orders, 
viz. that it would deſtroy their employment. He denied that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpared the lower orders. He de- 
ſtroyed the life of the poor man, if he took away the employment by 
which he lived. But the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid, 
that the money would not be hoarded in the Exchequer, that it 
would be expended, and afford employment. It was true, it would 
be expended, and afford employment; but to whom? to ſoldiers and 
failors * Was there no inhumanity in ſaying to the artiſan, © you 
have hitherto been entitled, from the uſages and cuſtoms of ſociety, 
to expect employment, but you cannot now have it; the money 
which uſed to feed you muſt now feed others; you muſt ſeek other 


employments, and emigrate, or go to the pariſh.” Was not this. 


language ſomewhat inhuman * But the revenue would not ſuffer ; 
yes, it would ſuffer ; the ſame money ſpent by ſoldiers and failors 
would not yield the ſame revenue from the conſumption of taxable 
commodities by ſoldiers and ſailors, as it would if ſpent by artiſans. 
The next objection which had been taken was, that if income was 
to be made the ſtandard of taxation, you muſt conſent to the means 
neceſſary for inveſtigating income. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had reſorted to the aſſeſſed taxes as the criterion of income; 
but he had acknowledged that this was an incorrect criterion ; he 
had therefore aſſiſted this criterion by the declaration of the party 
on oath, where the amount of his aſſeſſed taxes exceeded one tenth 
of his income. The firſt objection to this was, that though it 
might relieve the man of the middle claſs, if aſſeſſed beyond one 
tenth, yet it would not compel the great land proprietor, if taxed 
leſs than one tenth, to pay more. But if this declaration on oath 
was to be reſorted to, mark the conſequences : If a man ſwore falſe- 
ly, was he puniſhable or not puniſhable ? Take it either way, he 
was puniſhable ; but puniſhment muſt be preceded by conviction; 
conviction by trial; trial muſt involve inquiry and inveſtigation. 


Were they prepared to ſubject every man to ſuch an inveſtigation - 


into his moſt ſecret concerns, which muſt be the cafe if he was in- 
dicted for having given a falſe account of his property? He thought 
it not conſiſtent either with the principles of a commercial nation, 
or uh thoſe of civil liberty, or even with domeſtic happineſs. By 
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whom might the proſecution be preferred? by any man, or only by 
the Attorney General ? If any man might inſtitute the proſecution, 
every man who ventured to take this oath was at the mercy of his 
enemy; for if indiQed for perjury, though acquitted, his character 
would be ſtained. Was the Attorney General alone to proſecute ? 
Whom would he find to hold the office of Attorney General ? If 
they held that the man who ſwore falſely was not puniſhable, to 
what a ſituation was the country reduced, when they acknowledged 
that the only means by which the revenue of the country could be 
collected, was the oath of the party; but that if he ſwore falſely 
he could not be puniſhed ! But it had been ſaid this meaſure would 
intimidate our enemies: What was there in this meaſure which 
could intimidate our enemies? The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſtated, that the funding ſyſtem had been carried to its utmoſt ex- 
tent; that taxes on conſumption or property were no longer expe- 
dient ; that recourſe muſt be had to a new mode of taxation, viz. 
by making income the ſtandard of taxation. That it was true he 
had not yet diſcovered any correct criterion for inveſtigating income; 
that he admitted that the criterion propoſed, viz. the aſſeſſed taxes, 
vas in many caſes unequal, and therefore unjuſt ; that it would de- 
ſtroy the employment of the artizans ; that it would diminſh the 
preſent revenue ariſing from taxes on conſumption, and muſt be aſ- 
liſted by the eſtabliſhment of an inquiſitorial tribunal, inconſiſtent 
with civil liberty and private happineſs. Was this the picture 
which would terrify our enemies? But ſupply was neceſſary: be it 
ſo; but not by theſe means. But was the ſupply neceſſary? He 
had doubts on that queſtion. Was the continuance of the war 
neceſſary ? He doubted it. He could not ſay the continuance of 
the war was neceſſary, except he could fee that fincere endeavours 
had been in vain employed to obtain peace. He did not think that 
lncere endeavours had been employed by his Majeſty's Miniſters to 
obtain peace. He remarked on one circumſtance in the papers laid 
on the table, viz. That after the French Directory had intimated 
fiat the choice of Lord Malmeſbury was not acceptable to them, 
jet our Miniſters had perſevered in :hat choice. He was aſſured by 
ole who were converſant in diplomatic ſubjects that this was a con- 
duct unexampled in diplomatic hiſtory. But other circumſtances 
led him to doubt the ſincerity of his Majeſty's Miniſters in the late 
negociation: ſome of them never could have been fincere, except 
ey have abandoned thoſe principles which firſt induced them to 
molve us in the preſent war. He did not believe they had aban- 
Wned thoſe principles. He recollected the language of the Se- 
"Kary at War on a former night, viz. © That if peace brought 
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reform, that reform he ſhould conſider as revolution.” As 1 loyal 
ſubject, he could not with a revolution; and if he thought reform 
ſynonimous with revolution, he could not wiſh for that peace which 
he and all men ſaw would neceſſarily produce reform. Some of 
thoſe who are now in his Majeſty's cabinet had involved this coun. 
try in war, not from a dread of the power of France, but from x 
dread of the Commons of England. They feared that the com. 
mons of England might be influenced by the example of France 
to claim their rights, viz. that every man in that Houſe ſhould fit 
by the election of a body of the commonalty ; that no Peer ſhould 
interfere in the election of a member of that Houſe ; and that that 
Houſe ſhould become what the law had directed it to be, viz. the 
virtual repreſentation of all the Commons of England. This the 
Peers, proprictors of boroughs, dreaded ; and there were ſome 
among his Majeſty's Miniſters who were influenced by this fear.— 
[Here Mr. Nicholls was called to order by the Speaker. | — When he 
roſe again, he faid he bowed with deference to that high authority, 
and would relinquiſh that line of argument which he had bcen en- 
deavouring to follow ; but he requeſted permiſſion to obſerve, that 
in conſidering a tax bill it had been uſual to allow great latitude of 
diſcuſſion. Their conſtituents could not themſelves apply directly 
by petition to the Houſe. Their intereſt could only be protected by 
the exertions of their Repreſentatives. He ſubmitted to the au- 
thority of the Speaker, requeſting at the ſame time to {tate the line 
of argument he had endeavoured to purſue :—he oppoſed the tax 
becauſe not neceſſary ; he thought the tax not neceſſary becauſe he 
thought the continuance of the war not neceſſary ; he thought the 
continuance of the war not neceſſary, becauſe ſincere endeavours 
had never yet been in vain employed to obtain peace. —* Why 
do I ſay that ſincere endeavours have never yet becn in vain em- 
ployed to obtain peace : Becauſe ſome among his Majeſty's Mi— 
niſters never can have employed ſincere endeavours to obtain peace, 
except they have relinquiſhed thoſe principles on which they in- 
volved us in the war; and, if we might argue from the language cf 
the Secretary at War on a former night, when this bill was under con- 
fideration, they have not abandoned theſe principles.” But, in ſubmil- 
ſion to the authority of the Speaker, he ſaid, he would deſiſt from that 
line of argument. He ſaid, there was another ground on which, 4 
a Member of that Houſe, he thought it his duty to heſitate before he 
aſſented to the propoſed tax; viz. a doubt whether, even ſuppoſing 
the continuance of the war was neceſſary, and that we now muſt com. 
tend pro aris & facis, whether, even in this caſe, it was expedient io 


truſt the money in the hands of the preſent Miniſters, and whether 
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it was not our duty to ſuſpend the vote of the tax, and to vote an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty to ren ove his Miniſters. He ſaid, every event 
of the preſent war had convinecd him, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was a man of ap talents. He ha no with to do injuſ- 
tice to the reputatie ne f the Cheieullor of the Exchequer, He ae- 
kn ledged his talents as a debater in th! bal WY that he poſſeilcd 
ſarcaſm, ſneer, irony, wit; above all, he petetied the happy talent of 
multiplying and b:ingi: his words in eh a manner, that it was 
hardly poſible to atits. x prevife menning to his language; that to this 
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ge of the Chanceltr of the Exchequer mutt be the reverſe of 
tis ; he could play or his fiddle, and amuſe this Honſe, but he had 
reduced a great empire to be a little ſtate. You judge of a 
inter, of- a ben tuary, of an architect, by their works. He had 
read of un archite 2 ho had bcen buried in a church, which he 
bad bi aſl erected, wich this epitaph, “ S. quears monumentum, 
Creme, Would the Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſh his 
Caraeicr as a ſtateſinan to be decided by this teſt 5 It had been 
lud, by an honourabie AlJerman on -a former night, that though 
the bil} was odious, yet thoſe he converſed with feared nothing fo 
much as the removal of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was 
very poſlible that this was true; tho who profited by the waſte- 
I exnrliture of the public treaſure, could never find a Miniſter 
more ted to their mithes. But could any man ſay that he con- 
tied in che Clneellor of the Exchequer, from a review of his 
conduct? Was he a war-winiſter ? Was he a ſkilful finance- mi- 
mtcr? Was he an able negociator? His friends acknowledged 
that he was no greet war- miniſter; and how could they avoid 
mabing this acknoveledgment? Beginning the war with all the 
powers of Europe on his ſide, he had ſo conducice it that every ally 
hid either abandoned him, cr been ſubdued, while France had been 
exalted to a power. almoſt beyond the dreams of ambition. View 
him as a finaace-miniſter :>The funding ſyſtem exhauſted ; a pa- 
pr currency introduced; taxes on conſumption no longer pradtica- 
be; while recourſe is had to a requilition on income, What is 
h. as a negociator? He tells you himſelf that he has three times 
Vor, Iv. 3 
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attempted to make peace, always ſincerely, but always unſucceſs— 
fully. View him as a ſtateſman in the late negociation, I mean at 
Its cloſe, after his paltry intrigue to overturn the French government 
had failed, He knew that Auttria would make a ſeparate peace ; 
he knew that in conſequence of that peace France would eſtabliſh 
her aſcendant in Italy, in the Mediterranean Sea, in Spain, in 
Portugal, in Holland, and in Germany. He knew that he had ex- 
hauſted the funding ſyſtem ; that he could no longer lay his taxes on 
conſumption ; that he mult have recourſe to this new mode of a 
requiſition on income ; yet, knowing all this, this great ſtateſman 
thought it adviſeable to continue the war for thoſe paltry objeds, 
Trinidad, the Cape of Good Hope, and Trincomale. 

Mr. DICKINSON, junr. faid, he had in his mind many ar- 
guments againſt the gentlemen who ſpoke againſt it, but doubted 
whether his delivery would bear him out —he did not however pre- 
ſume to hope that any thing he was capable to offer, would convert 
the ſentiments of thoſe gentlemen, if any, who had made up their 
minds upon the buſineſs. He confeſſed, that at firſt he diſliked the 
meaſure, but upon inveſtigating, and maturely conſidering the ſub. 
JeR, he thought it was the only meaſure that could maintain the 
dignity or enſure the ſafety and ſecurity of the realm. It had been 
called unjuſt and unprecedented. It indeed it were unjuſt, no pre- 
cedent could ſanction it; but until it was proved to be unjuſt, (and 
he believed that would be difficult) he muſt, in conformity to his 
duty, ſupport it, not only on principle but on precedent, He was 
aware that it might ſeem preſumptuous in him to inſtruc one ſo 
learned and fo ingenious as the honourable gentleman who had juſt 
fat down. In hiſtory, he would nevertheleſs remind him, that im- 
mediately previous and ſubſequent to the revolution, up to the eſta- 
bliſhment of the ſinking fund, large ſums were raiſed, preciſely on 
this principle; and the honourable gentleman would recollect that 


' when the ſpirit of the revolution was moſt ardent in the minds of 


the people, the land tax, taking five per cent. was paſſed, and com- 
miſſioners were actually appointed to receive ſtatements upon oath of 
the property of the ſubject. At preſent the queſtion was, whether 
the Houſe would agree to accept any peace France choſe to dictate. 
He was ſurpriſed the honourable gentleman (Mr. Nicholls) had 
omitted to make ſome remark upon what had been ſaid a few nights 
before by an honourable Member, (Mr. D. P. Coke,) viz. that 
« fundamental and radical reform meant nothing more than fun- 
damental and radical ruin.” As to a new land tax, propoſed by 
the honourable gentleman, he conceived it would be a moſt unjult 
and ungenerous ſyſtem of taxation in a country like this, where ſo 
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large a proportion of the property and means of the people was 
commercial. It was the faſhion for gentlemen in that Houſe to 
renounce all attachment to, or influence by, party, as if it were 
criminal. If it were criminal, he acknowledged that he muſt 
ſubmit to the ſtigma ; he had his party affections, but in a caſe of 
ſuch importance and magnitude to all parties as the preſent, he 
ſhould deteſt himſelf if he was influenced by any thing but ſterling 
principle and truth. 

Mr. SIMEON ſaid he was as averſe as any man could be to 
oppoſe a meaſure that ſeemed to involve the ſafety of the country ; 
but having fairly compared the poſſible benefits with the probable 
evils, he had come to a determination in his mind againſt it. He 
thought the war was juſt and neceſſary, and that every thing we 
held dear was at ſtake, but that could not induce him to vote for 
a tax which would be, he was perſuaded, at once oppreſſive and 
ineffective. He was aware of the cenſure and contempt that at- 
tached to any man, not being a Miniſter, propoſing any ſpecies of 
taxation; but that ſhould not deter him from doing his duty, and 
offering to the country a plan which he had for ſome time had in 
contemplation. He then procecded to ſtate the fubſtance of his 
plan, which, as well as we were able to collect it, was to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

To charge a duty of five per cent. upon all deviſeable property 
above a certain amount. 

To charge a duty on all retail tradeſmen and dealers ; and. to 
make the rent of the houſe the criterion of property or income, 
and not to take away above one fifteenth of the income, after de- 
cutting the charges of trade. 

To charge the transfer of ſtock with a duty of half a crown 
in the pound. 

He then obſerved, that the produce of it would be nearly dou- 
ble that which would be raiſed by the preſent meaſure. He did 
not think it would fall ſhort of eight millions and an half, per- 
haps it might produce ten millions. It would produce not half 
the oppreſſion of the plan now before the Houſe. He approved 
of the idea of our raiſing a large ſum of money within the year, 
but he objected to the mode now before the Houſe. Indeed it 
was eſſential to our exiſtence as a nation. For, our enemy having 
manifeſted a hatred to our Conftitution, it muſt be defended by 
extraordinary exertion, other wiſe we ſhould become a province to 
France, We had waded before now through much blood and 
reaſure—for what? For the eſtabliſhment of a Republic, of 
Vhich, however, we ſoon became tired, and hailed the return of 
4212 
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Monarchy with joy. That Republic died a natural death. We 
afterwards, however, ſent for a foreigner, and made him our 
Monarch. We had now a Monarchy and a Monarch that we re. 
vered, ind he did not believe there was any honeſt or unprejudiced 
man in this country, who would heſitate to deliver up, if neeef. 
ſary, his lat ſhilling for the defence of our preſent eſtabliſhment, 
As to the ſincerity of our preſent Minifters in their negotiation 
for peace, he owned it excited his wonder that any body ſhould 
doubt it. He did not think that the honourable gentleman who 
had charged them fo much with infincerity, in his heart, believed 
the truth of the charge. The truth of the matter was, that Ni. 
niſters could not help the rupture of the negotiation. The French 
called for a carte blanche from us — would fiate -no terms of their 
own. Their aim was at the deſtruction of the Conſtitution of this 
country, and it muſt be our buſineſs to counteract tir efforts, 
However he thought the meaſure before the Houſe was not calcu- 
lated for that purpoſe, it rather tended to encourage than deter the 
enemy, and therefore he thought it his duty to oppoſe It. 

Mr. ANDREVS ſaid he had peruſed this plan with attention, 
and he thought it the belt that had been hitherto deviſed, and 
therefore !,v fhould ſupport it. He thought that the plan of the 
honourable and learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, would be pro- 
ductive of much inconvenience and ſome injuſtice, although the 
Houſe were obliged to him, as they would be to any member tor 
ſubmitting his ideas in the ſame manner. He thought the bill 
now before the Houſe would produce much good; it had a direct 
tendency to preſerve the credit of the funds. The burden was 
certainly great, but in our preſent ſituation, ſtrong meaſures vere 
neceſſary. The enemy had avowed an hoſtility againſt the exit- 
tence of our Conſtitution ; and we had no alternative; we mull 
either exert ourſclves or periſh. 'I he enemy had choſen the road: 
that road was war. War was now our only road to peice, Our 
Government had twice tried to obtain peace by negotiation, Should 
we now by tame and abject ſubmiſſion ſue for peace? Should ve 
allow them to enſlave us under the pretence of giving us liberty! 
He truſted that we ſhould ſhew our enemy what Engliſhmen can 
do. They talked of a2“ Loan of England,” and an © Army 
of England.” True it was that they might have an army of En- 
gland on the coaſt of France, but he did not believe that we ſhould 
find an army of France on the coaſt of England. Suppoſing that 
we ſhould, he truſted there was not an arm in this iſland capable 
of wielding a ſword that would not be proud to do it againſt ſuch 
2 foe. He was not in habits of intimacy with His Majeſty's Mi- 
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niſters, but he could not help obſcrving that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer evinced his patriotifm by bringing forward the preſent 
merure. It wies much egainſt his perforal convenience, and by 
it he riſked, at leatt, his exiftence as a Miniſter. This bill created 
for him no friends, but gave his enemies many opportunities of 
emploving their des tons againſt him. He was a friend, however, 
to the principle of the bill, and he thought it would have been 
happy for this country, had this ſyitem been adopted long ago; for 
then it voulu have been impoſſible for the ambition or folly of any 
Miniter to have carried on any war fo long as many wars had been 
carried on; for by recurring to the funding ſyſtem perpetually, 
fatal facility was created for carrying ON Wars, 

Mr. MART IN faid, that had there been no other plan offered 
for raiſing a large ſum of money within the year, he ſhould have 
thought it his duty to vote for the preſent bill, becauſe a very 
large ſum of money muſt be raiſed for the public ſervice ; but as 
he thought the bill liable to much objection, and as another plan, 
and perhaps a better, had been propoſed by an honourable and well- 
meaning gentleman, he thought himſclt entitled to ſay he ſhould 
oppoſe the preſent bill, for the ppc of introducing another. 

Mr. H. ADDING TON ſaid, that he ſhould not detain the 
Houſe by examining the We of one learned gentleman. who 
had ſpoke, or follow the example of another, in endeavouring to 
aſcertain the merits of any Member of that Houſe, either as a 
ſtateſman or as a gladiator ; he roſe merely to make ſome general 
obſervations on the bill, in doing which, he thould claim the at- 
ention of the Houſe but for a few minutes. 

Before he had heard that any ſuch meaſure as that now under diſ- 
cuſſion was in contemplation, it had occurred to him, as no doubt 
it had to many other gentlemen, that it would be extremely deſira- 
ble, if praQicable, for the Houſe to adopt ſome plan, by which 
a part of the ſupplies might be raiſed within the year. It ſeemed 
of the utmoſt conſequence to give breathing time to public etedit; 
to avoid making a very heavy addition to the national debt in the 
preſent ſtate of the funds; to avoid laying permanent taxes to ſo 
large an amount to pay the intereſt of that additional debt, ſome 
of which muſt neceſſarily affect the lower claſſes of people, and to 
convince the enemy that we were in poſſeſſion of refources, on 
hich, perhaps, they had not calculated. He would not go fo far 
to ſay, that this bill, now under diſcuſſion, after all its modi- 
heations, was entirely free from objections, which muſt neccſſa- 
ily attach on any plan for raiſing ſo conſiderable a ſum within 
de year, But, ſatisfied as he was of the neceflity of fome ſuch 
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meaſure, feeling what difficulties and preſſures of another fort we 
avoided by it, (which ſhould never be loſt ſight of,) what immenſe 
advantages would be attained by it, and not having heard any one 
leſs objectionable ſuggeſted, he ſhould tcel himſelf bound to give it 
his ſup port. | 

Mr. Addineton ſaid that he would not detain the Houſe by en. 
tering into a detailed examination of the various objections that 
had been made to this meaſure. Some gentlemen thought that the 
bill did not go far enough— more, that it went too far. Some gi. 
liked it on account of its novelty, which was, to him, a ſtrong 
recommendation of it. In the preſent critis, whilſt our enemies 
were enabled by new meaſures, and by calling forth new means, 
to make ſuch extraordinary exertions, not to meet theſe exertions 
by new and vigorous meaſures on our part, would be to leave the 
country to deſtruction and ruin. One gentleman declares it unjuſt 
to make a tax on luxury, as he calls this bill retroſpectixe; 
which, if it was not, it mult be unproductive, and of courſe uſe— 
leſs. But it could not be properly called a tax on luxury ; it was 
a general contribution, levicd for a limited time, in different pro- 
portions on thoſe who were beſt able to bear it, according to the 
faireſt criterion that could be found, With reſpe& to the argu- 
ment of its diminiſhing conſumption, that was equally an objee— 
tion to any meaſure whatever, the principle of which was to raiſe 
a large ſupply within the ycar. A learned gentleman (Mr. Ni- 
cholls) had declared, that he thought the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, who had ſo long protecuted the funding fvſtem, and had ad- 
ded fo largely to the national debt, was the laſt perſon who ought 
to have propoſed this plan. Mr. Addington thought this a very 
good reaſon why his right honourable friend ſhould feel it to be 
peculiarly his duty to recommend ſome deviation from a ſy em, 
his perfoverance in which was ſuppoſed to be injurious to the pub'ic. 
It could with more propriety be urged, that thoſe who had been in 


the habit of emphatically calling the national debt the beſt ally oj 


France, ſhould be the laſt to oppoſe a meaſure, peculiarly calcula- 
ted to defeat tne hopes, and to proſtrate the reliance which the 
enemy might have on fo formidable a coadjutor. 

The rcign of King William had been referred to on another 
occaſion, and again on that night, as a model for public ſpin. 
He wiſhed it to be conſidered ſo. Gentlemen very well knew, as had 
indeed been ſtated in the Houſe, that the year after that Monareh 
came to the throne, a meaſure had been propoſed and received 
without reſiſtance or murmur, the Land-tax Bill, which required 
one-fifth of every perſon's property to enable the King to carry on 
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the war. It was, indeed, abandoned, becauſe it was found to be 


85 attended with contiderable difficulties in the execution of it. What 
ie was the object of that war, and what was the enemy with whom we 
8 then had to content? Jo preferve the balance of power in Eu— 
hos rope; to ſecure the country, not againſt a preſſing and a moſt 

alarming danger, but againit one, diſtant and problematical. The 
25 enemy was a prinze, certainly of vaſt ambition, fond of glory and 
hat of conqueſt : —bur had no particular antipathy to crown'd heads; 
= had never threatened conquered countries with the annihilation of 
5 their nobility ; the deſtruction of all their old inſtitutions ; the ſub- 
one rertion of their eſtabliſhed forms of government. Did we want 
_— to know the object of the enemy in the preſent conteſt? Read 
4 their own declarations, and we ſhould find that it was not merely 


ſubjugation, but univerfal plunder ; with the exception only of the 
the | i hs Cri 8 | 
mutincers in the navy, and the friends of reform, on whoſe co- 


an operation they fooliſhly and madly relied. Were he to deſcribe 
5 this enemy, he would call them“ Raptores erbis, quibus cuncta 
ge wlantibus cum defenſu terra, et mare ſcrutantur. Si lacuples 
- / is avari ; 1 pauper, nbi. Atos ran grieus, nen cecidens 
8 Jatavertt, Wit auſerre, Iructdare, rapere, Falſis nomim:bus impe- 
rum et ubi ſlitudinem faciunt, Pacem appellant.” This was the 
_ ename, to ſecure ourſelves againſt whoſe fury we were now called 
Th upon to ſubſeribe a ſum not excceding, in any caſe, a tenth of 
Ni. our incomes. No man lamented, Mr. Addington ſaid, more 
SPY than he did, that this meaſure mould bear hard on any individual; 
= but let thoſe on whom ir pretted look at the French maniteſto ; at 
nh tie ſpeceh of the Pretident of the Directory 0 their favourite ge- 
1 _ and their complaints would ſoon be loſt in ſentiments of 
gs n/ignation, which he defied any man not to feel who called him- 
ear ſelf an Englichman. 
wude On the charges of corruption which had heen frequently thrown 


5 vat againſt the majority of that Houſe, Mr. Addington obſcrved, 
een in ; 


ally 1 that Judging of other gentlemen's feelings by his own, perhaps they 
hs ha might be thought ſcarcely worthy of notice. He knew the motive 
> the of his own conduct, and had no intention of acting by any other, 
But he would aſk thoſe gentlemen on the other tide of the Houſe, 
another who had uniformly ſupported their right honourable friend in his 
ſpirit oppolition to all the meaſures of the preſent Miniſter for fourteen 
_ had a together, during. which period, he mutt have accidentally 
fonard umdled on a few, at leaſt, beneficial to the country ; how would 


red they be pleaſed that their conduct ſhould be imputed to a corrupt 
ecciv 
motive, to the hope of reward, whenever the Tucceſs of that oppo- 


. ed : 
> wh ition ſhould enable their friend to beſtow it: From him they 
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ſhould never hear any ſuch infinuation, hecauſe he thought he had 
no right to expreſs any ſuch ſuſpicion. He thought they would do 
wiſelv to diſſuade their trienc N from throwing out ſuch charges at 
random, wich thofe who threw our, did not The {elves believe. 
He would not preſume to remind the Houſe, that on the conti. 
nuance of that Aro neſs which he thouglhit had been fo conſpiceuuus 
during the whole of tis arduous conteſt, never more ſo thin at 
the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, riting in proportion to the ws 
ties that threatencd the ſalvation of the country, altogether depen. 
ded. Gentlemen need not be told that the pulſe of the recyle 
would beat according to the language held, and to the meuſutes 
purſued by their r-preſentatives within theſe walls —by tliofe who 
had been called, wich what decency he would leave it to the country 
to determine, the rw: repreſentatives of the people of Great 
Britain. Perhaps they might be thought leſs und-ferving of that 
ep fthet. if chey had been fund at a” moſt Important: crilis ſhrink— 
ing from their duty ;—if they ever had, or ever ſhould, in mo— 
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ments of emer. *CNcy and dang. T, heſitate to adopt n:cafures, Pro- 
portivaed to the magnitude of the evils wich which they were 
threatened; if at one particular period, thev had been balcly and 
wickedly patlive in ſu fMcring the ſrered perſon of a beloved mo- 
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any diſcutton on either of the queſtions, whether this countr: 
France was the aggreſſor in the war, or whether Miniſters were 01 

were not ſincere in their negotiations {or peace, ON both of which, | 
the Houſe had heard a good deal of declamati ion in the various dil 
cuſſions on this bill, to which he conecived they were 1 6 ir- 
relevant. At a proper zime, he for one ſhould not be diſpoſcd 
to ſhrink ſrom either of thoſe queſtions: facts were the het cri— 
dence on both. But there was another conſideration which might 
poſſibly, at ſome future time, be found connected with che per \ 
of the Houſe this night, namely, whether Great Britain ſhould | 
accept peace on whatever terms an arrogant and vindicitve enemy c 
might think proper to grant, He never thoupht more highly of the d 
abundant wealth of the country than at the preſent moment, 9! 
of the amplencſs of our reſources, if we were true to ourſclves, 


1 25 
74 \ narch to be expol-d to the- repetition of inſults, _—_ they had it 
At in their power to prevent ;—1f they ſhould be backward in em- 
4 ploving whatever means they might poffeſ Ss, and in a manyvcr wor- 
= thy of Engliſhmen, to ſceure thoſe bl eflings, which, as En liſh- 
if men, they ſo peculiarly enjoyed, againſt the efforts, Ig ov m- 
= bined or ſcparate, of the internal and external enemies f the 
= [ country. 
| Mr. Addington ſaid, that he ſhould not now be provoked into 
=. : 
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and called them forth wiſely and vigorouſly. Confident as he was, 
that perſons would continue to be ſelected for fituations of high na- 
val and military reſponſibility, who were the beſt qualified for them; 
without regard to influence or intereſt ; ſatisfied as he was with his 
Majeſty's gracious afſurance, that the moſt rigid ceconomy ſhould 
be obſerved in the farther proſecution of a war, which had hither- 
to been neceſſarily attended with heavy expences ; relying above all 
on that providence who knew the ſincerity of his right honourable 
friend in his wiſhes to reſtore peace to the country—who had made 
this country great and free, and by giving us a proper ſenſe of the 
bleſſings that we enjoyed, had, in fact, enabled us to provide means 
for preſerving them, he truſted that the iſſue of this conteſt would 
ſtill be fortunate : that peace, whenever its bleſſings might be re- 
ſtored to thoſe realms, would find us, as the war has found us, 
rich in commercial proſperity ; rich in the induſtry of our cuntry- 
men; unbroken in ſpirit ; formidable in reſources ; determined at 
all times and under all circumſtances, to reſiſt by arms, if neceſ- 
fary, any act of aggreſſion, any inſult, any provocation, that we 
might receive from any power whatever ; never forgetting, as he 
truſted we never ſhould forget, that on the continuance of the pub- 
lic ſpirit of the country, not merely its commercial proſperity, but 
its very exiſtence as an independent power, eſſentially and ſubſtan- 
tlally depended, | 

Mr. ROSE, jun. expreſſed his full and entire conviction of the 
neceſſity of the preſent meaſure, and therefore it ſhould have his 
ſupport, He felt great pain at the idea that he ſhould diſpleaſe 
any part of his conſtituents by his conduct, but he hoped that al- 
though they might have diſapproved of the bill originally, the ſub- 
ſequent modifications would meet their wiſhes. He felt himſelf, 
not as the repreſentative of a particular body of men, but as one 
of the guardians of the intereſts of the country in which he lived, 
called upon to vote for the preſent meaſure ; and he could not help 
expreſſing a hops that when the inhabitants of this iſland at large 
came to be well acquainted with this meaſure, they would approve 
of it highly. He thought that without ſtrong meaſures like the pre- 
ſent, we ſhould not be able in a proper manner to reſiſt the enemy. 

dir FRANCIS BURDET. Mr. Speaker, it is not from any 
vain idea that any thing I can urge ſhould have weight with this 
Houſe, that I'am now induced to addreſs you. I have too fre- 
quently and too recently witneſſed the little effect that can be pro- 
duced by the, utmoſt exertions of argument, eloquence and know- 
ledge ; it is, Sir, in order to ſpeak my ſentiments to my country- 
men, from the only place in which it is any longer permitted to 
Vor. IV. 3Z 
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peak them; and no time appeared to me ſo proper for that purpoſe 
as the preſent, when we are called upon for ſuch extraordinary ſup- 
plies. Sir, I ſhall not enter into the detail of the bill before the 


Houſe, as its unjuſt and tyrannical principle renders every modifi. 


cation of it of little importance. But, Sir, every thing that can be 
faid concerning the nature of this bill has been fo ably ſtated by a 
right honourable Member below me upon a former occafion, that 
I ſhall not preſume to add any thing farther upon that ſubjeR. The 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſays, that by the preſent mode 
of raiſing the ſupplies, the people will be relieved. I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew the fallacy of that idea, and to prove that every part of 
the expenditure of Government muſt in the end fall upon the ſhoul- 
ders of the people. Direct taxes, which frequently raiſe ſo much 
clamour, do not however injure the people. Let me be underſtood, 
I mean by their di rect operation, becauſe the wages of labour being 
regulated by the demand for labour, any direct tax upon the la- 
bourer, ſuppoſing the demand to continue the fame, although it may 
be paid out of the hand of the labourer, muſt, however, come out of 
the pocket of his employer. But, the way in which theſe taxes and 
all other taxes do, and every part of the expenditure of Government 
does injure the people, is, by their indirect tendency to decreaſe the 
demand for labour, by diſſipating thoſe funds which pay the wages 
of induſtry. Now, Sir, to illuſtrate what I am ſaying—by the bill 
before you. inaſmuch as it falls upon country gentlemen, they can 
leſs afford to pay and maintain their ſervants ; inaſmuch as it falls 
upon manufacturers, they can leſs afford to maintain and employ 
their workmen ; inaſmuch as it falls upon farmers, they can leſs 
afford to maintain and employ their labourers. The preſent Miniſ- 
ter has already made away with above two hundred millions of that 
facred wages fund, and now a ſcheme is brought forward to enable 
him to deſtroy a Rill greater portion of the capital of the country, 
which we are told is not to be felt by the people. I ſhould as 
ſoon put faith in an archite& who talked of laying an immenſe 
weight on the head of a column, without increaſing the preſſure at 
the baſe, as in a financier or political economiſt, who talks of depri- 
ving the rich of their wealth without injury to the poor. Now, 
Sir, having ſhewn the fallacy of this mode of reaſoning, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to treat the preſent queſtion, not merely as a queſtion of 
finance; objects of finance, important no doubt in themſelves, are 
however become of ſmall import in the actual ſituation of our affairs. 
Although I perfectly agree with thoſe who think the mode of raifing 
the ſupplics highly objectionable, yet, was it altogether unobjection. 
able in itſelf, I would oppoſe the granting of the ſupplies, becauſe I 
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deteſt the purpoſes they are intended to promote, the proſecution of 


this diſgraceful war, and the ſupport of an infamous ſyſtem of cor- 
ruption ; theſe are the accurſed ends for which the people of this 
country are to groan beneath a load of increaſed taxes. The ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſays, he ſhall not now ſpeak of 
the juſtice and neceſſity of the origin of the war, nor of the propriety 
of continuing it, but reſerve himſelf for a proper opportunity ; but, 
what opportunity can be ſo proper as that in which we are called 
upon for freſh taxes, in order to continue it? Sir, I am not ſorry, 
at this late period, when the clouds of prejudice are in ſome meaſure 


overblown, and when men, from diftreſs being brought home to their 


door, are inclined to think and to reflect upon the paſt, to have an 
opportunity of ſaying a few words upon that head. The partakers 
of the preſent ſyſtem of abuſes were aware that the eſtabliſhment of 
a wiſe and frugal Government in France might poſſibly infect the 
people of this country with a defire of ſeeing their own affairs admi- 
niſtered in a like wiſe and frugal manner. This I fincerely believe 
to have been the true grounds of that alarm at French principles fo 
induſtrioufly propagated by all the connections of Government, who 
feed upon corruption, and fatten upon the ſpoils of the people. It 
was in this point of view, Sir, French liberty was fo hateful to thoſe 
whoſe beſt patrimonies aroſe out of the corruptions ; for this has the 
Miniſter been exalted to his preſent Jadobin eminence ; for this has 
he paſſed decrees that would not have diſgraced the moſt tyrannic 
code, deſtructive of that freedom of opinion, once the pride and ſe- 
curity of Britons ; for. this have thoſe laws, fo highly prized by our 
anceſtors for the protection of general freedom, been by him ſuſ- 
pended or repealed. Sir, he has placed terror in the throne of rea- 
ſon, and, under the pretence of maintaining the Conſtitution, he has 
ſquandered the wealth; he has ſhed the blood, and he has annihi- 
lated the liberties of the people of England. Theſe are the achieve- 
ments of the right honourable gentleman, and this is the Miniſter, 
and this the ſyſtem we are now called upon to drain the very hearts 
blood of the country in order to ſupport. I will call upon thoſe 
country geatlemen who have been frightened into a ſupport of the 
preſent ſyſtem, to ſtand forward at length in ſupport of their coun- 
try. Would they render their properties ſecure, let them ſhow by 
their condu that they really have a feeling for the intereſts of the 
people, and not always exhibit themſelves in the odious point of 
view, of a ſet of men ever ready to combine againſt their liberties z 


let them exert the high privilege to which they were born, and not 


baſely become the tools and minions of that Government it is their 
province to control. And now, Sir, that ſupplics are demanded, 
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let them, in the wiſe ſpirit of their anceſtors, demand in their turn 
that grievantes be redreſſed, and, by bringing down vengeance on 


the head of the Miniſter who has brought all this ruin on us, prove 


to the people of England, that their Conſtitution is not a dead letter, 
but that there is a point, beyond which the moſt profligate Miniſter 
cannot with ſafetyadvance. 


But, Sir, was every feeling which the ſacred love of our country 


. ſhould inſpire altogether extin& within our boſoms, one would 


think, by this time at leaſt, fatal experience muſt have taught us the 
abſurdity of entruſting the remaining property of the country to the 
fame hand that has already made away with ſo large a part of it in 
the moſt unjuſtifiable and ill-conducted projets, that we might by 
this time at leaſt begin to perceive- the error of that modern political 
maxim (the ſource, I believe, of our preſent misfortunes) that money 
is the finzw of war. Sir, we ſeem to imagine we have only to aſ- 
ſemble within theſe walls to deviſe ways and means for extraQing 
large ſums of money from the country : then we are told we are to 
be relieved from all our embarraſſments, and our enemies to be 
ſtruck with terror and diſmay. But, Sir, we mult firſt cleanſe 
away thoſe foul corruptions which the preſent Minitter has carried 
beyond any former example ; which unnerves every heart and every 
arm, and deprives us of that vigour and that courage once charac- 
teriſtie of this now-degraded country. Sir, money is not the ſinew of 
war. Was money fo all-powerful as moſt perſons, in ſpite of ex- 
perience, continue to believe - ] ſay in ſpite of experience, for the 
whole tenour of hiſtory ſerves to prove the contrary— the extrava- 
gance of our own Miniſter would ſurely have entitled him to every 
fort of advantage, and the people of France would long ere this have 
been cxterminated, according to the pious intentions of the underta- 
-kers of the war, and would now have been held out as a dreadful 
example to trembling nations of the danger of -incurring royal ven- 
geance, the nature of which may be learnt from the ſpecimen af- 
forded in the infamous conduct of the cualcſccd Kings towards the 
brave and unfortunate La Fayette. In truth, Sir, as it has been 
managed, our wealth has been formidable principally to ourſelves. 
By means of the immenſe revenue raiſed upon the people of this 
country, a corrupt Miniiter has debauched. the very ſpirit of the na- 
tion, and prepared us to become ſlaves, and the proof of it 1s our 
want of generoſity and ſpirit in ſubmitting to become the inſtrument 
for enſlaving others. For let no man flatter himſelf that he is not 
im, licated in the guilt of that horrible conduct which the Miniſter 
has ad pred with regard to Ireland (unleſs he has done all in his 
power to prevent it). Sir, as the right honourable gentleman did 
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not upon a former occaſion ſet up the diſingenuous plea of the inde- 

ndency of the Iriſh Government, I ſhall confider the meaſures 
purſued in Ireland as the meaſures of the Miniſter ; and here, Sir, 
his conduct ſtands unrivalled in the annuals of human atrocity, ex- 
ceeding in cruelty even that of the modern monſter Roberſpierre, in 
as much as the cruelty of inflicting upon men exęruciating torture 
exceeds the cruelty of inflicting upon them immediate death. A 
noble perſonage on his return from Ireland made the public ac- 
quainted with many inſtances of ſavage barbarity ; but, Sir, indivi- 
dual inſtances of barbarity are ſcarcely worth the noticing in this 
ſtupe ndous ſyſtem of cruelty and oppreſſion. I have received in- 
formation from that country, ſtating that in the county of Armagh 
alone above four thouſand families have been barbarouſly driven 
from their homes, that is, have been robbed of their houſes and 
their gardens under pain of being put to death if they remained. The 
right honourable gentleman did, I remember, expreſs his regret at 
having been obliged, as he ſaid, to adopt the meaſures he has 
adopted in Ireland. I do believe the right honourable gentleman 
was fincere in that expreſſion of his regret, not from any ſympathy 
with the unhappy ſufferers, not from any compunQious viſiting of 
nature, but becauſe he finds thoſe meaſures are productive of effects 
very different to what he had expected. He finds that the people 
of Ireland are not to be butchered out of a firm determination to 
emancipate their enſlaved country. Let it not be thought, Sir, that 
what I am now ſtating is irrelative to the ſubje& before you, it is 
one feature of that political monſter engendered from the corruption 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution ; nor are the people of England unin- 
tereſted, or ought they to behold with ſelfiſh indifference the unheard- 
of ſufferings of the [Iriſh people. It is the nature of deſyotiſm to 
make its root in the extremes, and gradually to ſpread inwards. 
This Iriſh ſyſtem has already paſſed over into Scotland. The ſame 
ſpirit alſo diſcovers itſelf in the Government at home—The ſame 
pr:nciple, though not to the ſame extent, is ated upon in this coun- 
try; we have many victims of oppreſſion rotting within the walls 
of our priſons. Sir, not to intrude too long upon your time, I will 
content myſelf with ſtating one caſe, not becauſe it is the hardeſt that 
can be picked out, (I believe the caſe of that wretched, forlorn, 
friendleſs man, Kid Wake, is much harder); but becauſe I happen 
to be particularly acquainted with the circumſtances of the one I 
am about to mention—A printer of Newark, whoſe name is Holt, 
has ſuffered a three year's impriſonment, with a heavy fine, to be 
paid before he can obtain his liberty—a fine, let me obſerve by the 
way, it was utterly impoſſible a man like him, who earned his daily 
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bread by his daily labour, ſhould of himſelf ever be able to pay, 
efpecially after a three-years impriſonment, and this I take to be 
highly unconſtitutional, as well as the ſending him to a priſon a 
hundred miles diſtant from that of the county where he was tried, 
which I take alſo to be a groſs violation of the law of the land, | 
know, Sir, there will never be wanting lawyers to fay that all the 
priſons are the King's, and that he may ſend men wherever he 
pleaſes ; but, Sir, I do not believe this to be the caſe—not that [ 
pretend to any deep knowledge of the laws of this country, but it is 
impoſſible that in any country where the Conſtitution is ſuppoſed to 
ſecure any degree of liberty, that ſuch a power ſhould be truſted in 
the hands of the Executive Magiſtrate ; for every one muſt imme. 
diately ſee to what dreadful purpoſes the abuſe of ſuch a power 
might be perverted, and in the preſent inſtance has been perverted, 
as it has put the perſon in queſtion to an additional expence of four 
or five hundred pounds, beſides depriving him of the conſolation to 
have been derived from his wife, his children, and his friends. And 
Sir, what is the crime that has thus drawn upon him all the ven- 
geance of Government —for vengeance it muſt be called; it never 
can be regarded as equitable puniſhment, even ſuppoſing there had 
been ſome degree of criminality in the a& which he had com- 
mitted. But what was the at? For reprinting reſolutions ſup- 
poſed to have been drawn up by that right honourable gentleman 
himſelf ; but whether drawn up by him or not, certainly having 
publicly received his ſanQion and his approbation. I allude to the 
famous reſolutions known by the name of the Thatched-houſe Re- 
ſolutions ; thus, as every thing in a corrupt ſyſtem is tainted, the 
very laws themſelves, by the partial execution of them, are forged 
into inſtruments of tyranny. Now, Sir, is this juſtice ? Can liberty 
exiſt in a country where ſuch practices prevail? Notwithſtanding 
the right honourable gentleman will, with a power of face I own 1 
always behold with additional admiration, get up in this Houſe and 
talk to us gravely of our liberties, and of the bleſſings we enjoy 
under our moſt excellent conſtitution, and would fain perſuade us 
that there are no difficulties we ought not to ſubmit to, no dangers ve 
ought not to encounter, no extremities we ought not to endure, in 
order to maintain it. Specioſa verbis, re inania aut ſubdola, quanit- 
gue majore libertatis imagine tegebantur tanto eruptura ad infenſius ſer- 
vitium. But I do hope the ſpirit of my countrymen, humble as 1 
is, will at length be rouſed to a redreſs of the wrongs they have te- 


| ceived. That they will at length ſhake off the torpid effects at 


that ſleepy drench of corruption, which ſeems to have benumbed 
their ſenſes. That they will make one effort at leaſt to wreneb | 
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their bleeding country from the graſp of theſe domeſtic ſpoilers. The 
Miniſter has made many bold and wicked ſtrokes to deſtroy vs, let 1 
us make one bold and honeſt ſtroke to deſtroy him. Should he, i 
after ſuch repeated treaſons—for his whole conduct for theſe laſt four 1 
years has been one continued tiſſue of treaſons to the people—ſhould WH 
he after all eſcape with impunity and remain ſecure in office, then 1 
indeed the grand object of this liberticide war will have been com- 1 
pletely attained, and government will regard itſelf as amply recom- Wi 
penſed for defeat and diſgrace abroad, by a ſhameful triumph over 1 
the liberties of Engliſhmen at home | Sir, whatever may be the | 
final event of the wicked ſyſtem purſued by the Miniſter, whether 
we are tamely and meanly to fink beneath the degrading yoke of 
military deſpotiſm, or to be toſſed on the ſtorm of Revolution, I 
ſhall at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to think, that I have exerted every L 
little effort in my power in defence of the liberties of the people. 
Sir, it is not therefore on account of the heavy preſſure which this [ 
mode of raiſing the ſupplies muſt occaſion ; it is not on account of | 
the unjuſt and tyrannical principle of the bill now before you ; it is , 
not on account of the waſte and extravagance of the Government, [ 
enormous as it is, that I now raiſe my voice againſt the granting the 
ſupplies demanded by the Miniſter; it is becauſe I never will at 
any time, or under any circumſtances, become an accomplice in 
the guilt of ſupporting a ſyſtem, which, if it can be ſupported, and 
is to be perſiſted in (and if it can it will) muſt eventually deſtroy the 
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to the freedom of my country. 8 | 
Re- Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON explained what he had faid i 
d, the upon a former occaſion relative to this meaſure.——He then obſerved 0 
forged that this country was involved in conſiderable difficulty and ſome l 
iberty danger, but it was the duty of every man in that Houſe and out of it 9 
inding not only to examine the difficulty with care, but alſo to face the dan- x 
own! ger with fortitude and perſeverance, and farther to examine well in- 

ſe and v the circumſtances which have conſtituted our preſent crifis—[A 

enjoy great cry of Hear! hear! ] He repeated the expreſſion, ſaying, * It 

ade us becomes us in point of prudence to examine well into the circum- 

gers We f:nces which conſtitute the crifis of the preſent moment, in order 

ure, in to aſcertain its real character, and form our opinion of its probable 

guanio- extent and duration.“ This was not the eriſis of a ſingle day, or 

us ſer- Yar, nor was it likely to be terminated when the preſent war ſhall 

le as it be concluded. It was brought on by that awful event, the French 

ave re- revolution. An event that was more formidable in its nature than 

eQs ot any thing we had ever read of in hiſtory. Tt became fo from the 

wmbed lituation of the people by whom it was accompliſhed, as well as by 


wrench "Bl eit numbers and diſpoſition. He had always conſidered this not 
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only as an event that would affect us merely, but alſo would extend 
to future generations ; and therefore we ſhould not only look to our 
own intereſts, but take care of thoſe of our poſterity in the provi. 
ſions we were to make. It was upon this enlarged ground that he 
had viewed the ſubject, and had all along been friendly to the prin- 
ciple of the preſent bill. All his apprehenſions were, that it might 
preſs upon the lower orders of the people: but he hoped that all ap- 
prehenſions of that nature were done away with others as they were 
with him, by the modification that had been introduced. It hed 
been ſaid that the expenditure of each individual would be di- 
miniſhed by it, and that therefore it would tend to diminiſh the re- 
venue. That appeared to him to be a very inconcluſive argument, 
for it might be ſaid of every tax, whether it was to raiſe the ſum of 
one million or five millions. The queſtion was entirely on the too 
general policy of the meaſure. 

He was as ſincere an advocate for peace, and as pure in his wiſhes 
for it, as any man in this country ; but he could not conſent to any 
peace that would be a diſgrace to us, and he believed we could not 
obtain any other but be vigour and exertion. There was indeed 
one expedient for peace, for which he hoped there was no advocate 
in that Houſe, nor any that was conſiderable out of it, that was, a 
peace to be obtained by ſubmiſſion to an exulting foe. T hat foe 
had exulted over its opponents in many inſtances, but he had 
pride in obſerving it was not an exultation applicable to us; for 
wherever the Britiſh force had been brought into action, the character 
ef the country had been kept up, in a manner that maintained its 
honour. 

Something had been ſaid to-nizht upon the ſubject of parliamen- 
tary reform. That was a ſubject to which he was as much attached 
and was as faſt a friend as ever he had been, and he ſhould be glad 
to ſee it diſcuſſed whenever the time ſhall come that may be fit for 
the diſcuſſion of ſo very great, nice, and complicated a ſubject. ; but 


at the preſent moment he thought that diſcuſſion would conduce to 
- anarchy and confution. 


But it had been ſaid, that if the executive power of this country 
were placed in other hands, or given to another deſcription of per- 
ſons, we might obtain peace. He queſtioned that : for he doubted 
whether there were in this country any deſcription of men who, b 
their addreſs, or by any other talents, could convert fo vindictive 2 
foe as that which we have now to contend with, into any thing like 
an opponent ready to treat with us upon honourable terms. He 
would go farther, and ſay, it was contrary to the principles of our 
enemies, and contrary even to the character of the human mind, 
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that men who have acquired ſo great and ſo new a power as our 
enemies lately had, contrary tothe ſpirit of a great military republic, 
or rather a military democracy, to act upon juſt and equitable terms 
towards its opponents. We had found this verified by the conduct 
of the French ; they had acted with cruelty, not only to their foes, 
but alſo to their friends. To ſuppoſe that Great Britain, which has 
ſo long been their rival, would be better treated by them than they 
have treated others, would be infanity. We muſt, therctore, con- 
tinue the conteſt, notwithitanding it had been declared by ſome that 
ſuch conteſt muſt be ſucceeded by our ruin. We muſt continue 
the conteſt, and follow the ſyſtem of the preſent bill, although our 
comforts might not onlv be diminiſhed, but be, in ſome degree, un- 
hinged by it. We were like a party who had a ſuit depending in 
Chancery, who mult keep it to preſerve his honour, however fruitleſs 
it might be to him, or however tedious and expenſive in other re- 
ſpects. 

He then expatiated upon the horrors of the French revolution, 
and the miſchievous tendency of French principles, as well as upon 
the advantages of our conſtitution. He had heard, he ſaid, of the 
danger of the invaſion of this country. He was no military man, 
but he thought there was no neceſſity for military knowledge, in 
order to thew the difficulty of ſuch an enterprize ; and he thought 
he was not ſpeaking extravagantly, when he faid, that it was above 
looo to one againſt the ſucceſs of ſuch an enterprize. What if 
tie enemy ſhould land 40 or 50 thouſand men, he thought the 
wntry in wealth and ſpirit, and eſpecially in naval force, equal to 
tie deſtruction of ſuch a force. He concluded with ſaying, that he 
did not believe there was a man, even on the oppoſition fide of the 
Houſe, or any where in this country, who, if we were invaded, 
would not ſay he was ready to die for the ſervice of his country. 

Lord STANLEY diſapproved of the principles of the bill. 

Mr. ELLISON ſaid, he thought he ſhould not have, diſcharged 
lis duty either to his country or his conſtituents, if he had not given 
to the preſent bill all the conſideration in his power, Having done 
lo, he cunccived he could not diſcharge that duty without ſupporting 
the bill, He was forry to hear an honourable Baronct ſpeak in 
ſuch terms of the all-wiſe and all-prudent government of France. 
He was ſorry aiſo to hear him talk of the corruption of Executive 
Government, and the minions of the Miniſter. This reduced him, 
adverſe as he was to egotiſm, to declare, that he was as indepen- 
dent a Member of Parliament as that honourable Baronet could pre- 


tend to be. He then delivered his opinion upon the tendeney of 
Vor. IV. 4A 


o 
3 ot 


_— oO . + — 


_ 
ER 


. „ 2 ——_—_—_— 


— 
, 


— — 
PY 


<< — 


— — 
rr — — 2 
——ꝶ—ů— — 


* 


- — 


—— — 
— — 


— — 


— 
— 


FA 
2 * ES 
> GU é—— 


> 
— — — ͤ r! — 
. - 


n 5 
4 


. 
Path, w * 26-4 py Ph 4 


tas" a Sg; ona 
— 2 
— ES pt 1 G1 2 


* "a _ r 

— 3 Rog eee „4 _—_— — * 
— 

a. — *- Py - as 4 4. - . oy © _— 22 — 


„„ 


* 


12 2. 


- 
o 
-, 


4 


3 r FT TIF: . 
8 r en OST IT 
—— — — — RY OE . 


o o 
— — 
6 4 


546 PARLIAMENTARY [Counons, 


French principles, and declared himſelf a warm friend to the bill, as 
a meaſure calculated to preſerve the conſtitution of this country, 

Mr. JEKYLL rofe. He ſaid, the honourable Member who had 
Juſt concluded had taken the molt fingular mode he had ever wit. 
neſſed of reccuing his character from the imputation of epotim ; 
for, in the courſe of what he had delivered, at ſome conſiderable 
length, he had literally talked of nothing elſe but himſelf. He 
meant no perſonal diſreſpect to the honourable gentleman in alluding 
to an opinion he had ſomewhere heard, namely, that there were 
four topics on which a man might publickly dilate, though torally 
uncredited by all his hearers, without ſtigmatizing himſelf in ſociety 
for a want of veracity ;—a man might parade his proweſs in love, 
his triumphs in drinking, his exploits in hunting, or his independ- 
ancy as a Member of Pariiament. | 

In the loudeſt tones, and with the moſt energetic geſture, the 
Honourable gentleman had boaſted his extreme humility ; and of 
the correctneſs of his conception and ſtatement, he had afforded an 
example equally novel and remarkable: he had totally miſrepre- 
ſented the words and meaning of an honourable baronet, {Sir 
F. Burdett) whoſe expreſſions had preciſely been, that “ the Mi- 
Niſters of the country, being afraid that there might ariſe in France 
a wiſe, prudent, and frugal form of government, could not bear the 
contraſt, and therefore they entered into the prefent war ;” this the 
honourable gentleman perverted, and tortured into a eulogium on 
the republic of France : thus the accuracy of the honourable gen- 
tleman was firicilv on a par with his humility. 

As to the detefiable meaſure of extortion and rapacity now ſub- 
mitted to the Houſe, it appeared to him much to reſemble, in its 
attempt at leaſt, other efforts of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
wherein his arrogance and pertinacity had affected to contemn and 
hold at nought the unanimous opinions of thoſe whom the Houſe 
called its conſtituents. It reminded him of the contemptible con- 
duct of the Miniſter when he dragged through the dirt that exe- 
crable majority who ſupported his infamous meaſure of the Ruſſian 
armament ; he made them vote with him; and when the public 
voice without doors thundered its deteſtation of the project, he in- 
ſtantly abandoned the very meaſure he had directed them ſo impli- 
citly to ſupport. It might have been hoped he would have done ſo 
inthe preſent ir ſtance, and would have obeyed the ſame unanimous 
reprobation of his conduct. | | 

' Amidſt his various and endleſs incapacities as a ſtateſman, his 
ignorance of the condition of the various gradations and claſſes of 
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the community was not the leaſt prominent feature, eſpecially of 
the middle and inferior orders of men; what was the nature of 
their neceſſities, what was the extent of their ability. Whether 
this was owing to his own ſudden and incalculable elevation, at an 
earlier period of human life than gives a thorough knowledge of 
ſuch a ſubject, he could not pretend to ſay, but certain it was he 
laboured under the peculiar inability alluded to. Of his total ig- 
norance of the middling claſs of ſociety, perhaps the moſt uſeful 


and efficient, as to the interior welfare of a great empire, he had 


afforded in this very bill. the moſt flagrant proof. By this harſh 
and inequitable project of taxation the gentlemen of four, five, or 
fix hundred a year would not only be compelled to abandon ſuper- 
fluities and luxuries (God knows the preſent preſſure would hardly 
afford them !) but he would be deprived of common comforts ; his 
ſtate would be degraded ; and if a foreign refuge were open to 
him, he would be driven to emigration and exile, like thoſe of a 
ſimilar rank in France when violent and tyrannical meaſures were 
adopted. —Such was the conſequence of the right honourable 
gentleman's ignorance of this order of men. Of the lower claſs 
he was, if it can be ſo ſtated, ſtill leſs competent to form the re- 
moteſt judgement ;—witneſs the pompous and celebrated ſpeech he 
made on that ſubject when he ſnatched from the hand of an able 
and intelligent friend of his, now abſent, (Mr. Whitbread) a wiſe 
and ſalutary meaſure he had offered to that Houſe for the ameliora- 
tion of the ſtate of the labouring poor — The ſpeech was ſwelled 
with a few general ideas, borrowed from any quarter on the ſub- 
jet ; and was as celebrated for its cloquence as it was remarkable 
for its inanity —jcalous, and apprehenſive that the able and in- 
telligent perſon who had propoſed the original meaſure ſhould have 
reaped the applauſe of his country, ſo juſtly due to his ſuggeſtion, he 
tore the ſubject from his hand, and promiſed to do ſomething mi- 
raculous upon it himſelf. Months elapſed, and at laſt this arro- 
gance was ripened into a bill, which had as much relation to the 
ſpeech that had announced it, as it had to the ſyſtem of the poor, 
which it purported to reviſe and reform. 

The bill was ſuch a haſh, ſuch a farrago of abſurdities, ſuch a 
teſſelated compoſition of impracticability and nonſenſe, that” there 
Was not a lawyer, a magiſtrate, nay not a pariſh officer, in the king- 
dom, nor a ſingle individual who had a glimpſe of underſtanding on 
the ſubject, that did not turn from the project with diſguſt and 
derifion. The conſequence was, that though the ſpeech till ſtands 


recorded as a beautiful diſplay of what may be ſaid without any 
applicability to the ſubject in queſtion, the bill was ſneaked out of 
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the Houſe in a way that marked the diſgraceful manner the original 
ſubject had been wreſted out of the hands of its intelligent and 
honourable author. 

With regard to the preſent monſtrous meaſure, he begged leave 
particularly to appeal to thoſe honourable perſons within theſe walls 
who aficcted a more than ordinary degree of piety, whether they 
could conſent to the enaction and multiplication of oaths which this 
bill profeſſed to eſtabliſſi Whether they would conſent to an in- 
creaſe of the incitement to perjury ? He would aſk all thoſe why 
were ſolicitous to preſerve the morals of the people, whether they 
would agree to violate a principle which he conceived was the baſis 
of civil polity, namely, a reſpect for even the leſſer virtues prac- 
tiſed in the courſe of human ſociety ? Among theſe, a due economy 
was ſurely to be ranked; the exerciſe of that virtue was proſcribed 
by the bill. Has a man been profuſe and extravagant, to the de- 
triment of his family and his creditors, he muſt remain fo. Re- 
trenchment, by the molt inequitable principle of retrofpeRive 
enaCtion that ever entered into the minds of legiſlators, is rendered 
impracticable; and, if attempted, is puniſhed as a crime and mif- 
demeanor, 

What, too, was to be the fruit and produce of this wild and 
unjuſt exaction ? he was confident that if the tax-gatherers were to 
be examined at the bar, they would prove to the Houſe, what he 
knew they had infermed the Miniſter of in fifty parts of the me- 
tropolis, and elſewhere, that the new collection would he totally 
impoſſible ; they ſtate, that at this moment the preſent taxes are not 
to be got at. What is the remedy for that deficiency, double, triple, 
and quadruple the exaction? Why, it is too ludicrous to be com- 
mented upon! But perſons are to be deſtraincd upon if they can- 
not pay : where, he aſked, arc the warchouſes to contain the enor- 
mous maſs of goods fo diſtrained ? where are the purchaſers * Paris 
ſaw its ſtreets filled with confiſcated goods on the emigration of the 
nobleſſe; and London would preſent a ſcene not totally diſſimilar. 

If this ruinous meaſure was perſiſted in, would it not be obvious 
to the meaneſt critic in theoretic politics that the Houſe of Com- 
mons had no ſympathy with thoſe it profeſſed to term its conſtituents ? 
It would be a melancholy and curious inftance of the deterioration 
of the principles of the conſtitution of Great Britain, to ſee a bill 
paſſed by a large majority of the Houſe of Commons, when the 
people without doors had pronounc2d their unanimous abhorrence of 
it. It would be an unfortunate manifcſtation of the fact that there 
was no mutuallity of intereſt and feeling between the people of 
England and thoſe who are ſty led its repreſentatives. 
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But this extraordinary exertion was to ſhew to the enemy the 
energy and extent of our refources ; he begged to remind the Houſe 
of the language held in the year 1795 by two of his Majeſty's Mi- 
nifers: the right honourable Secretary at War had deſcribed 
« France then as blceding, but that our wounds were only ſkin 
deep.” The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved with much 
exultation on the purity of our own mode of revenue, that “ the 
French could only ſupport their preſent ſyſtem by an arreſt of pro- 
perty and a requiſition of men: a ſyſtem,” faid the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, “ that could only originate in deſpotiſm, and 
be maintained by terror.” — Requitition of men we had ſeen re- 
peatedly ; arreſt of property is the avowed object of the preſent 
meaſure — will the right honourable gentleman accept of the in- 
ference * a ſyſtem that could only originate in deſpotiſm, and can 
only be ſupported by terror. 

It was faid, men may borrow, to meet this heavy contribution. 
What! when the State gives uſurious intereſt? But ſome contend, 
that the right honourable gentleman has ſo degraded the reputation of 
public credit, that he has thereby afforded an inducement to lend on 
private ſecurity. Individuals have much to congratulate themſelves 
upon, if public ruin is to be the path to private advantage. It was 
aid to the ballaſt-heavers on the Thames, by ſome ingenious per- 
ſon to whom they had complained of their loſs of bread by the em- 
poyment of the convicts, that they might eailly reſtore themſelves 
to their former ſituation by committing felony. 

There was another point of view, and u moſt ſerious one indeed, 
in which he contemplated this diſaſtrous meaſure ; he trembled 
when he attempted to ſtate it. Should this unjuſt and tyrannical 
exaction, as in his conſcience he thoug'l it would, tend to alienate 
the afleclion of the people from the Conſtitution of this country, it 
would be more alarming than all the menaces of invaſion from the 
moſt formidable enemy. 

The diſtreſs and difficulty of the preſent awful eriſis was the 
natural conſequence of ſuch a ſyſteni as his Majeſty's Miniſters had 
unitormly perſiſted in, of the deluſions they had praRiſed to plunge 
the people into a war, from whence they - were neither able nor 
anxious to extricate them a ſituation the country had been placed 
in by dupery and alarm, and continued in by deelamatory jargon. 

e would conclude his ſpcech with the memorable words of the 
right honourable gentleman's illuſtrious father, pronounced at a pe- 
nod when the national burden did not amount to an hundred mil- 
lions ; it was long ſince he had read them, but the impreſſion was 
ſill warm in his memory. 
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« We have ſuffered ourſelves,” ſaid that great ſtateſman, « f 
be deceived by names and ſounds ; the balance of power, the liberty 
of Europe, a common cauſe, and many more ſuch expreſſions, 
without any other meaning than to exhauſt our wealth, conſume 
the profits of our trade, and load our poſterity with intolerable bur- 
dens. None but a nation that had loſt all figns of virility, would 
{ſuffer itſelf to be ſo treated.” 

Doctor LAURENCE did not feel inclined to follow the learned 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, or many of thoſe who ſpoke on the ſame 
ſide with him, into any long diſſertation on the Poor Bill, the ſtate 
of our finances, or on the ſpeeches delivered by the father of the 
Tight honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt;) nor would he dwell on the 
arguments to which they had principally reſorted this night; with 
regard to which he could produce 2s many ſpeeches againſt as could 
be quoted in favour of them. He felt, above all other arguments, 
the force of that which aroſe from the preſent critical ſituation of 
the country, the extraordinary exigencies which it occaſioned, and 
which the Bill now under conſideration was intended to meet ; for 
he thought it neceſſary firſt to touch on the nature of the terms of 
peace which we were likely to hear propoſed by the enemy. Theſe 
we might collect from the language they were daily in the habit of 
ufing, and which, ſo far from being of a mild and pacific tone, 
ſeemed to breathe nothing but our utter deſtruction. They talked 
of nothing but of our tyranny over the ſeas, which at no period ex- 
iſted, and which they have never been able to prove; they hold 
out to their countrymen the example of Carthage with regard to 
Rome; they repreſent us as the Carthaginians, and themſelves as 
the Romans. For their ſafety they think it neceffary that England 
muſt be expunged from the earth; and that they have to avenge on 
our heads whole ages of oppreſſion. Such is their avowed diſpo- 
ſition and deſigns towards this country ; and this diſpoſition fo ex- 
preſſed amply proves that the war they wage againſt England is, on 
their part, an internecine war, and not on ours. This ſame ob- 
ject it has long been their ſtudy and their ambition to accompliſh, 
and in furtherance of that end they endeavour to deftroy the old 
eſtabliſhed political ſyſtem of Europe, the head and principal ſup- 
port of which England has been long both generally and juſtly re- 
garded. To diſunite that ſyſtem, they have turned and pointed all 
their political batteries, in order to prevent the different European 
powers from co-operating with us in order to eounteract and cruſh 
the preſent deſpotic and tyrannous ſyſtem purſued by the rulers of. 
the French Republic. 

The learned and honourable gentleman next proceeded to ſhew 
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the ſtriking contraſt between our financial ſituation and that of 
France, and the very different mode purſued by the two countries, 
in order to maintain their reſpective financial operations. No de- 
ſcription of perſons or of property had been ſpared in France; they 
have ſeized on ninety out of an hundred parts of the landeꝗ property, 
the proprietors of which they have vexed by exile, perfecution, and 
murder: nor have they been more tender of mereantile propertey; 
for merchants and bankers they have unmercifully plundered, 
But notwithſtanding this immenſe accumulation of plunder and 
wealth, they have impoſed heavier taxes on land, and on every 
ſpecies of property, than have ever been known in this country. 
They have alſo raiſed heavier loans, even to the amount of one- 
third of the income of individuals; and nevertheleſs this is the wiſe 
and frugal government of France which the honourable Baronet 
would hold out to us as a model of our imitation ! Would he alſo 
have us adopt the phylical force of requilition of all ages, to which 
have been attributed the great viories obtained by the enemy? 
To all thoſe victories he would content himſelf with oppoſing our 
commercial proſperity, which, under our preſent circumitances, 
was great beyond all example. The learned gentleman then pro- 
ceded to inquire into the cauſes of the war, and the neceility of 
refiſting and defeating the projects of aggrandiſement which the 
French had evidently in contemplation to accompliſh. He next 
adverted to the tendency and conſequences of the new meaſure of 
increaſed Aſſeſſment, and endeavoured to prove the propriety of 
not bearing too hard on the Funding Syſtern. — Money had loſt its 
level, and this would continue unleſs ſomething was thrown out to 
counteract it; ſome plan ſhould therefore be adopted in order to 
reduce the intereſt on money, ſo as that government might not be 


obliged to give higher terms than thoſe that were given on private 
kcurity, 
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To a meaſure of this nature it was at the preſent moment pecu- 
larly proper to reſort, as it would be unwiſe to perſevere in the 
Funding Sytem, by which heavy additions mult be made to our 
permanent burdens, and a rapid depreſſion fall upon the Stocks. 
No ſolid arguments had been urged againſt this meaſure ; on the 
Wntrary, it had been ſaid that the national debt of England was 
the powerful ally of France. Should, therefore, ſincere well-wiſhers 
to the country adviſe the increaſe of that by which the intereſt of 
the country muſt be injured? In his mind, all the arguments op- 
poſed to it were but random-ſhots. Some ſaid the poor would 
luffer from it; others, that it would preſs hard upon the rich ; 
others again, that it would be peculiarly oppreſſive to the middle 
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claſſes of ſociety. But this was a mode of reaſoning which ovoht 
to be diſcouraged ; nor ſhould one claſs of ſociety be prompted to 
inquire what this or that other claſs could beſt afford to pay. The 
landed property had leaſt oppoſed the Bill; and, ſince it had re. 
ceived ſo many material modifications, the country would be dif. 
poſed to accede to it with unanimity. The neceſſity of railing the 
money was generally admitted ; and if admitted, it muſt be ſupplied 
ſome way or other. The learned gentleman then referred to ſimilar 
meaſures adopted in the reign of King William, when few objeQed 
to them, and all were unanimous againſt the ambition of France, 
He commended the new amendments that were introduced, as tend- 
ing to impoſe an increaſed proportion on the rich, and thereby to 
alleviate the burdens that were to fall on the lower claſſes. As to 
the objections made againſt the taking of oaths, he was not a little 
ſurpriſed that they ſhould come from a profeſſional gentleman 
(Mr. Tekyll,) and that he, or any other gentleman, ſhould ani- 
madvert on the opinions, whether moral or religious, entertained 
and profeſſed by any member of the Houſe. 
he could not but look upon as unparliamentary. But, to return to 
the general queſtion, Whether any man was to pay too little, or 
more than his neighbour! he would only ſay, that whoever had a 
ſtake or an intereſt in the country ſhould cheerfully contribute to- 
wards the cxigencies of the State, according to the amount of that 
ſtake or intereſt ; and, whatever might be the nature of that ſtake 
or intereſt, all ſhould be unanimous in reſiſting the declaration of 
the French, who openly declare that it ſhall be their endeavour to 
annihilate our trade, and compel us to pay the ranſom of the war. 
To the adoption of this reſolution we ſhould be the more readily 
inclined, if we but attended to' the mode of taxation purſued in 
France, which was in all views far more oppreſſive and burdenſome 
than that which was now ſo loudly inveighed againſt. The learned 
gentleman here entered into a comparative view of the taxes impoſed 
in both countries; and aſked, if after that view we ſhould be ready 
to receive the French and their kind offers of French freedom! 
He was ſure that on the contrary, the people of England would 
think the preſent conteſt ſhould be vigorouſly ſupported, and that 
without ſuch a vigorous ſupport they muſt forfeit the dignity, the 
intereſt, the power, and the greatneſs of their native country. Jo 
this effect it was neceſſary to carry on an offenfive as well as a de- 
fenſive war, and to let looſe that arm of our power which was t00 
long kept tied up. If this other branch of our ſtrength was power- 
fully to co-operate with our navy, then indeed ws might ſaſely deride 
and baſhße all the projects of invaſion ſo proudly meditated by the 
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enemy. After illuſtrating his arguments and references to the 
hiſtory of Carthage and of Rome, as applicable to the preſent ſitua- 
tion of this country and of France, the learned gentleman vindi- 
cated an opinion which he had thrown out in a former debate re- 
ſpeRing the continuance of the war; and ſaid, that were it to be a 
war of fifty years inſtead of fifteen, the country would have ſuffi- 
cient ſpirit and reſolution to carry it on until they could obtain a ſafe 
and honourable peace. He then concluded by approving the mea- 
ſure before the Houſe, as a meaſure both wiſe and expedient, and 
as one that was at the preſent moment neceſſary to the exiſtence, to 
the honour, and the ſafety of the country. 

Sir FRANCIS BURDETT and Dr. LAURENCE ſpoke in 
explanation. 

Mr. COURTENEY could not approve of the coarſe inveQive 
with which the French Government, and all their meaſures, were 
treated by the learned gentleman. Such language was more be- 
coming the poiſfardes of Paris than the dignity of that Houſe ; and 
he was ſorry to ſec it perfiſted in by thoſe on whom a great man 
Mr. Burke) ſeemed to have thrown the mantle of Chriſtian perſe- 
cution, but who did not appear to have imparted to his diſciples 
one ſpark of his genius; nor was there more force in the learned 
gentleman's arguments in favour of the Bill, than there was libe- 
rality in his language. He confeſſed that it affected the rich, the 
poor, and the middle claſſes of ſociety, and by this confeſſion he 
muſt admit that all deſcriptions of perſons were unanimous in 
reprobating it. The learned gentleman ſeemed alſo deſirous to 
prepare tranſports and every neceſſary, again to march to Paris under 
the command of the noble Lord (Hawkeſbury), and to renew the 
triumphs of our Henries and our Edwards. His language was 
glowing and warlike. His object was 


Are ciere Viros, Martemque accendere Cantu, 


The Bill now ſo highly approved of by the learned gentleman, 
was however as vehemently oppoſed by the Court of Aldermen, 
who were uniformly in the habit of ſupporting the adminiſtration 
of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) ; but how to account 
for this oppoſition on their part, he was ſomewhat at a loſs, unleſs 
he muſt regard it as an unpremeditated effuſion of Engliſh integrity. 
The learned gentleman alſo denies that we have ever aQed tyran- 
nically at ſea, and aſſerts that no nation ever wielded the trident 
with more tenderneſs and moderation than England. He would 
only aſk him then, was this moderation and tenderneſs exemplified 
in our conduct towards Denmark and Sweden? And why two mil- 
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lions had been voted as an indemnity for the ſhips we had taken 
from thoſe powers. Was not this on our part a confeſſion of pi- 
racy? He would not follow the learned gentleman into the pompous 
account which he endeavoured to give of the flouriſhing ſtate of our 
commerce, nor into the proofs of our national proſperity which he 
derived from the increaſe of the national debt. If the tax which 
he ſupported was right and juſt, why not let its merit ſtand on its 
own principle, and not ſupport it on French examples ? If any thing 
in the meaſures of the right honourable gentleman could terrify 
France, it was undoubtedly the power which he ſhewed to be poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Crown, in levying a tax againſt the will of the Engliſh 
people, and by proving that the energy of the Engliſh Government 
was armed with the force of a Roberſpierre, and that it was in vain 
for them to war againſt the people of England, who were thus at 
the diſpoſal, and obedient to the nod of their rulers. In this, in- 
deed, there was ſomething to alarm France. As to the tax, he 


thought its principle was neither juſt nor equitable. It would bear 


hard on all claſſes of the community, and it could not be raiſed 
unleſs it was to be enforced by military power. 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS did not now intend to go at large 
into his objeRions againſt the bill. He roſe principally to obſerve 
that the will of the people was decidedly againſt the meaſure, and 
he could not ſee how Parliament could be ſuppoſed to repreſent the 
people while it diſobeyed their inſtructions. An honourable Mem- 
ber (Mr. Roſe, jun.) confeſſed that he had been inſtructed by his 
conſtituents to vote againſt the Bill; but that he would not obey 
their inſtructions, becauſe the meeting held at Southampton, for 
the purpoſe of taking the tendency of that bill into conſideration, 
was principally compoſed of perſons of a political cumplexton, not 
{:vcurable to his political ideas. | 

At this meeting Mr. B. Edwards ſaid, he had attended, and 
that if reſpect be ſuppoſed to ariſe from fortune, rank, and talents, 
that mecting was compoſed of the molt rcſpeQable perſons in that 
town; and not only did thev diſapprove of the bill, but they alſo 
moved a vote of thanks to thoſe pentiemen who had oppoſed it 
in the Houſe of Commons. It was a meaſure which, in their 
minds, created apprchenſion and ciſmag; they conceived it to be 
deſtructi ve to property, and to every thing that tended to make trade 
and commerce profper. "That it would be attended with theſe miſ- 

 chievous conſequences was univerſally felt, and therefore it was 
univerſally oppoſed. Neither could he refrain from conderanivg 
the inveQives that were heaped on the frantic and intemperate lan- 
geage ſaid to be uſed by the French Goverament towards this coun- 
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try. He had in his pocket papers containing reflexions and ex- 
preſſions no leſs virulent againſt France They were uttered againſt 
that country before the murder of their King, by a gentleman whoſe 
name and writings muſt live as long as the annals of England ſhall 
remain,— What were the expreſſions of this diſtinguiſhed man (Mr. 
Burke) when ſpeaking of that country: —“ If ever,” ſays he © we 
enter into that country, we muſt enter into it as into a country of 
aſſaſſins, with whom no modified hoſtility is to be waged, and 
where all that is not battle muſt be military execution.” The ſame 
or ſtill more intemperate language was uſed by our Miniſter at 
Genoa in 1793. That city wiſhed to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality ; 
but we would not permit it. In adopting this aſperity of language, 
we are the more blameable, becauſe we began it, and the French 
now only, retaliating, or following our example. As to the mea- 
ſure now under conſideration, he muſt give it his moſt decided ne- 
gative. Its principle was pregnant with miſchief, and could not 
be amended ; and in his opinion it would breed difcontents that 
would ſhake the peace of the kingdom. 

Mr. W. SMITH oppoſed it, as tending to entruſt extraordinary 
reſources to the hands of thoſe Miniſters whoſe uniform conduct 
ſince the beginning of the war proved them utterly incapable of ef- 
teQually applying them to the purpoſes for which they were inten- 
ded. Not even vur naval victories would he allow to be attribu- 
ted to the exertions of Adminiſtration : for they often left our naval 
commanders on the enemy's coaſt with an inferior force. Their 
ignorance and incapacity he alſo exemplified in their attempts at 
forming a confederacy againſt the French, and their inability in 
keeping it togetlier after it was formed. He alſo reprobated their 
conduct in the expeditions planned againſt the French Weſt-India 
iſlands, and againtt France itſelf, all which coſt an enormous ex- 
pence both of blood and treaſure. The evils they have drawn 
on us are ſuch that our very enemies cannot with us greater. As 
to the meaſure now propoſed by them, he would only ſay, that it 
added injury to inſult, and as ſuch he would oppoſe it. 

Mr. ROSE, jun. ſaid a few words in explanation, reſpecting 
the perſons who compoſed the meeting at Southampton. | 

Lord HAWKESBURY ſaid, that the honourable gentleman, 
when he ſaid that the power of France had not been diminiſhed 
by the war, did not ſeem to have attended ſufficiently either to the 
nature of the war, or the mode in which it was carried on. There 
vere two views in which it was to be conſidered, either as a naval 
war, carried on by this country, or a continental war, in which 
Great Britain formed one of an extenſive confederacy. With re- 
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gard to the former, there never was a period in which this coun 

had reaped more diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs. In the courſe of no former 
war had we obtained more brilliant and important victories. At 
no former period, after five years of conteſt, was our naval ſupe- 
riority more deciſive compared with that of the enemy. Wherever 
the vigour of this country had been exerted on our own reſources, 
and under the immediate direction of our own councils, our ſue- 
ceſs and glory had been fplendid beyond example. The merit 
which the Adminiſtration of the country derived from that ſucceſs 
too, was not leſs than the gallantry of thoſe by whom it was a- 
chieved. All naval men, for inſtance, admitted that the exertions 
employed to prepare the fleet of Admiral Duncan, which had 
been ſo long at ſea, to ſail on the firſt news of the ſailing of the 
Dutch fleet, were almoſt incredible. The war on the continent, 
indeed, had not been ſo ſucceſsful, he was ready to admit. At 
the beginning of the conteſt he had been ſanguine in his hopes of 
ſucceſs from a continental alliance. He had ſeen great confedera- 
cies, formed for purpoſes far inferior in magnitude and importance 
to that for which we contended, purſue their obje& with very conſi- 
derable ſucceſs. If the confederacy againſt France was unſucceſs- 
ful, to whom was the fault to be aſcribed? Was it to the Admi- 
niſtration of this country? Had they ſpared any efforts by which 
its efforts could be promoted? He had expected that in this, as 
well as all confederacies, ſome error, ſome bad faith, ſome miſma- 
nagement, ſome incapacity would be diſplayed. But, unfortu- 
nately, in the continental war, all theſe were combined in a de- 
gree which could not be anticipated, and which, in ſuch a mighty 
conteſt, could not be expected. But had not the power of France 
been diminiſhed by the war? Was not her navy deſtroyed * Was 
not her commerce ruined ? Were not her colonies taken ? And 
were not theſe the ſources of her power? Even the expeditions ſo 
much reprobated againſt the French iſlands were on the beſt views 
of policy, moſt important to the defence of our own colonies. 
Could any gentleman then ſeriouſly affirm that the power of France 
was not diminiſhed? What if, in addition to all the ſucceſs ſhe 
had experienced by land, ſhe had poſſeſſed all theſe ſources of power 
undiminiſhed ; had ſhe poſſeſſed all her navy, all her commerce, 
all her colonies, and fortified by all her recent alliances, would ſhe 
not have been a more formidable enemy to this country? In every 
view of policy then the war had been wiſe, and in this reſpect for- 
tunate and ſucceſsful. With regard to the bill before the Houſe, 
the principle on which it proceeded was fo effential to the vigorous 
proſecution of the war now, and to ſecure the means of future op- 
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poſition to the deſigns of the enemy, and its proviſions were fo 
arranged, as to render it as little burdenſome as ſo great an effort 
could be. Quite popular it could not be; for what tax was ever 

pular? To tax and to pleaſe was not given to man. But the 
principle of this meaſure had not been received with that diſſatis- 


faction which was repreſented in the metropolis. The reſolutions 


againſt the bill were taken before the modifications were introduced, 
and in many places the principle had been recognized. At this 
hour he ſhould not, however, go into the detail of the meaſure. 
He was convinced that it was eſſential, to ſupport our credit, to give 
vigour to our exertions, and juſt hopes of ſucceſs in the conteſt in 
which we were engaged. 


Mr. SHERIDAN and Mr. Chancellor PITT roſe together. 


The latter ſaid, he wiſhed to ſpeak to order, which by the rules 


takes precedence. — He ſaid, that as the hour was fo late, and fo 
many gentlemen were ſtill deſirous to ſpeak to the queſtion, he 
ſubmitted to the Houſe whether it would not be more adviſeab!2 to 
adjourn the debate to the next day. If they thought fit, he ever, 
to bring it to a concluſion, he was ready to acquieſce. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved to adjourn till to-mor w. 

Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he had no objection, 1: .t was the 
ſenſe of the Houſe to adjourn the queſtion, though he v not 
ftrom whence the number of ſpeakers were expected. 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that he ſhould only detain the Houſe by a ſin- 
gle obſervation on what fell from the noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) 
who had juſt ſpoken. He had faid, that no very ſerious or gene- 
ral objections had been ſhewn to the bill ſinee the modifications. 
had taken place. In anſwer to this he muſt ſay explicitly, that as 
far as the ſenſe of the country had come to his knowledge, and 
particularly where it had been preſented to him by his own con- 
ſtituents, though particular deſcriptions of perſons were ſaved from 
the direct weicht of the tax, yet they ſaw and felt that the mea- 
lure was in its principle oppreſſive, unendurable, and rui nous. 

The queſtion ot adjournment was then put and agreed to. 


Thurſday, January 4. 


The order of the day for the third reading of the Aﬀeſſed-tax 
bill having been read, 
Mr. ADAMS made a few obſervations in favour of the bill. 


General WALPOLE hoped that the adjournment would have 


been to a longer day. He was ſurpriſed at the ſupport which the 
preſent meaſure had received, as all Miniſters, from Machiavel to 
ihe rght honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had hac 
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their admirers.—Among the number of ſuch admirers, he muſt 


include the worthy Alderman (Luſhington), who had ſpoken laſt 
night in commendation of Adminiſtration, and whoſe commenda- 
tion reminded him of the ſtory of a Scotch doQor, who, in the 
reign of George the Firſt, walked in the ſtreets, preceded by a 
black boy, calling out, © This is the moſt famous door, who 
cures all chronical diſorders: on which the doctor obſerved, * the 
boy is perfectly right.” To the obſervation of the honourable 
gentlemen (Dr. Lawrence) who, on the preceding night, had enter- 
ed into the hiſtory of Rome and Carthage, he had only to add, 
that this country was in that ſituation in which Rome was deſcribed 
to be by Cicero, in his letters to Atticus, where. he ſays, Feren- 
dum non prebandum e. We were now in the condition in which 
we muſt hear what we could not help. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE.—Having ſtated my ſentiments very much 
at length, when the reſolutions, which are the ground- work of this 
bill, were introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I hall 
not long treſspaſs upon the time of the Houſe. I riſe, Sir, merely 
for the purpoſe of declaring that my opinion of this bill remains 
unchanged by any of the modifications which it has undergone. 
My ſtrongeſt objections ever were againſt the principles on which 
it is founded. 

The only juſtifiable mode of taxation, as it appears to me, is 
this—Let the Government of a country, according to the ſenſe it 
entertains of the circumſtances or exigency in which that country 
vz; placed, impoſe a tax upon houſes, horſes, carriages, or any 
other articles whatſoever ; but let it never interfere with, or ob- 
ſtruct the exerciſe of, the right of the individual, to ſubject him- 
ſelf to that ſhare of the burden, which, in his own judgement, 
his fortune and condition in life will allow. But this bill takes 
away all diſcretion, all option whatſoever ; and the ſame power 
which thus ſeizes upon the tenth of my income, may, hereafter, 
ſeize upon the fifth or fourth part, or even that capital from which 
my income is derived. If, Sir, this bill ſhould paſs, (and that it 
will, cannot be matter of doubt) all the property of the kingdom 
is virtually transferred into the hands of the Miniſter of the Crown. 
Did gentlemen conſider that I am now pleading the cauſe of private 
property againſt a moſt unwarrantable act of Government, they 
would not ſurely lend the leaſt countenance to ſo arbitrary a pro- 


ceeding. That His Majeſty's Miniſters ſhould thus endeavour to 


make themſelves maſters of all the property in the country, does 
not affect me with ſurprize. The attempt is quite in uniſon with 
their favoure doctrine, that the right of private property is not 
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ſtronger than the rig}-: by which they hold the emoluments of of- 
fice, Thus to weaken the right of private property, by reducing 
it to the level of the precarious tenure upon which they enjoy their 
ſalaries, is to undermine the foundation of thoſe pillars, of which 
they boaſt themſelves to be the moſt zealous ſupporters. Is it a 
wonder then, that they ſhould commit this flagrant violation upon 
the property of the ſubject? Indeed, Sir, they ſeem to tread faſt 
in the ſteps of thoſe French legiſlators, whoſe conduct they have 
ſo often and ſo loudly condemned and reprobated. The inviolabi- 
lity of public credit and private property is the great cement of ei- 
vilized ſociety. By their aſſignats and their requiſitions, the French 
legiſlators violated both. Have not His Majeſty's Miniſters co- 
pied their criminal example, by depriving the Bank of England 
notes of its convertibility into ſpecie, and by the preſent forced con- 
tribution, a contribution more ſevere than any which Roberſpierre 
himſelf extorted from his unhappy country. Roberſpierre only 
aid muſt have your tenth horſe, or your tenth waggon, but 
how do our Miniſters act? They raiſe ſuch levies upon the ſubject, 
that he would gladly let his houſe without rent, or make a preſent 
of his horſe and carriage to any perſon who would undertake to pay 
the taxes demanded upon theſe articles, but he can find no one in- 
clined to accept his offer upon ſuch hard conditions. 

Another objection to this bill, is the principle upon which each 
man's proportion of the preſent demand is to be regulated. The 
object of the Miniſter is to raiſe a contribution proportioned to the 
wealth and power of each individual; and to ſettle thoſe propor- 
tions, he has recourſe to the laſt return of the aſſeſſed taxes, which, 
in his judgement, is a criterion of income. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, let me obſerve, Sir, here adopts two poſitions, 
both of which are eahly refuted. He aſſumes that the laſt return 
of the aſſeſſed taxes is a criterion of income, and that income is 
a eriterion of property. How, Sir, can you diſcover the income 
of the individual from his laſt, or indeed from any, payment to 
the aſſeſſed taxes? I diſlike to repeat tbe arguments which I have 
before uſed, or which may have been more forcibly urged by others. 
But is it not obvious to every gentleman, that many indulge in 
that ſpecies of expence, which ſubjects them to the aſſeſſed taxes, 
whilſt others, who have a much larger income, pay but little to 
them? And is it not indiſputable, that ſome perſons in trade, 
whether from the extent of the buildings, or from the particular 
tuation which their buſineſs may require, are under the neceſlity 
of paying a greater proportion of aſſeſſed taxes than others, whoſe 
Mercantile gains are far more conliderable ? As to the idea that 
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income is a eriterĩon of property, or of the reſpective powers of 
each man to contribute, how is this to be maintained? Ts the 
annuitant for life, as my honourable friend (Mr. W. Smith) well 
obſerved Jaſt night, a man of equal property with him, who has 
the ſame income in fee? Or will it be pretended that the tenant 
for lite, who cannot tranſmit his eſtate to his children, is a man 
of equal property, of equal power to contribute to the ſupport of 
the State, with him whoſe lands are deſcendable to his poſterity ? 
Again let me aſk, is the perſon, who has an income ariling from 
the ſhort annuities, with no more than him, who has the ſame 
amount accruing from the long annuities ? The former, [ need 
not ſay, are expirable at ten, the latter at the more diſtant period 
of ſixty years. None I think will be ſo abſurd or hardy as to an- 
ſwer theſe queſtions in the affirmative ? | 

But whatever inequalities or hardſhips may ariſe from eſtima- 
ting a man's ability to pay taxes by the rule of his expenditure, 
they are all ſmoothed, we are told, by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer; all ſwept away by the declaration, which affords redreſs 
to each individual grievance. But what is this declaration or oath, 
entitling him who can comply with it, to total exemption in ſome 
eaſes, and in others to ſuch an abatement of the contribution, as 
reduces it to the tenth of his annual income? I will look into your 
circumſtances, ſays the finance-miniſter, I will make myſelt tho- 
roughly acquainted with your condition, that I may determine whe- 
ther you be or be not equal to the payment of this exaction. 
What is this but to erect an inquilitorial power, abſolutely repug- 
nant to the principles of a free conſtitution t Beſides, Sir, what 
will be the effect of this declaration? The conſcientious tradeſman 
cannot avail himſelf of the propoſed abatement, becauſe he knows 
that he can never ſpeak with certainty of an income dependent upon 
book debts, which may be good or bad ; but if we ſuppoſe that he 
could exactly aſcertain his net annual returns, he would never, , 
I obſerved upon a former night, ſolicit to be eaſed from a deman 
by a diſcloſure of his affairs, which muſt impair his credit, and 
eventually deſtroy the ſubſiſtenee and hopes of himſelf and family. 
But the wicked and unprincipled of every claſs, if it be conſiſtent 
with their intereſt, will not ſeruple to make a falſe declaration, 5 
take a falſe oath. I hus the virtuous only will bear the burden o 
the contribution at the ſame time perjury will be. multiplied, _= 
morality will abound, the nation will cach day grow more * mor 
depraved, and the bands of general confidence and civil ſociety 
will finally be torn aiunder. 


Upon theſe groun is, Sir, I object to this bill, notwithſtanding 
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all the modifications which have been made in it. I object to it, 
becauſe it attacks the ſacred right of private property, becauſe it 
makes payment to the aſſeſſed taxes a proof of wealth, and be- 
cauſe the very remedy, which it propoſes, is pernicious in its ef- 
fets, and repugnant to every rational idea of liberty. 

But although no modifications, Sir, can render this bill agree- 
able to my palate, I hope I may be allowed to comment upon the 
object of thoſe which have been introduced by the Committee. 
The evident deſign of the Committee is to grant indulgence and 
relief to the lower clafſes, and to raiſe the ſcale upon the higher. 
But, however they may guard the inferior orders of men againſt 
the direct, they cannot protect them from the indirect operation of 
this heavy contribution. They cannot force fo large a ſum of 
money from the pockets, even of the moſt opulent, without occa- 
ſſoning them to make retrenchments in their expenditure, v hich 
muſt neceſſarily and materially affe the tradeſman, and oblige 
him to diſcharge, ſome at leaſt, of his workmen, who will be- 
come a burden upon the pariſh. Thus the poor-rates will increaſe, 
at the very time that the means of ſupplying chem decreaſe. As 
to advancing the ſcale upon the rich, this is only objectionable, in 
as much as it is not raiſed high enough to be juſt and equitable. 
It bears no proportion to the weight which falls upon the middling 
ranks. They muſt always pay a tenth of their income, and in 
many caſes, more ; for, if engaged in trade, they will ſeek no 
abatement upon the terms of the declaration : while the very 
wealthy, notwithſtanding the additional rate impoſed upon them by 
the Committee, will not contribute, perhaps, a twentieth of his 
annual revenue. This favor to the rich, Sir, is too common in 
the hiſtory of our taxation. Do not molt of our taxes bear harder 
upon the middling, than upon the higher orders? A gentleman 
of immenſe fortune, who poſſeſſes four houſes, between which he 
divides his time, is ſubject to the tax on houſe-rent for no more 
than two: but why ſhould not he pay for the whole four, as well 
as the man who can afford to have but one, pay for his one? The 
opulent proprietor of a large and ſumptuous manſion, is not rated 
for the windows exceeding a certain number : but why ſhould not 
be pay for every ſingle window in his habitation, as well as the 
man, whoſe circumftances compel him to refide in a houſe of mode- 
nate ſize >” 

You muſt have perceived, Sir, that I have avoided to ſpeak of 
any particular clauſes. The reaſon is, that my objections of a ge- 
neral nature are ſufficiently ſtrong to determine me to vote againſt 
tte third reading of this bill. But there is one clauſe ſo egregiouſly 
Vor. IV. | e 5 iis 
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bad, that I ſhould not ſtand excuſed in my own mind, if I failed 
to draw the attention of the Houſe towards it : I mean the clauſe, 
which renders pariſhes anſwerable for the additional rates with 
which they are charged, however defective the collection may prove. 
T know it will be faid, that this clauſe is copied from the land tax 
act; but there is no analogy between the two caſes. The ſum 
raiſed by the land- tax is ſmall, compared with the levy now propo- 
| fed, and the land is a ſecurity for all loſſes. But the amount to 
be collected by virtue of this bill, is large, and there muſt be con- 
fiderable deficiencies in the collection, ariſing from a total inability 
in great numbers to diſcharge, in any imape whatſoever, their ſhare 
of the aſſeſſment. If then thoſe who can pay, muſt not only pay 
for themſelves, but for thoſe who cannot, how heavy muſt be the 
preſſure upon their ſhoulders! Really, Sir, this clauſe reminds me 
of the practice of Buonaparte in levying contributions upon the ter- 
ritories he had conquered. I muſt have, fays he to the magiſtrates, 
ſuch a ſum for the ſuſtenance of my troops. You muſt pay it down 
immediately. How, or by what means, it is to be raiſed among 
the inhabitants is your concern, not mine. 

But notwithſtanding the many powerful arguments againſt this 
bill, I have no doubt that the Miniſter will perſevere, fo bent is 
he upon the accompliſhment of his deſtructive project. The 
proſpect of what muſt unavoidably follow, is dreadful. It any 
good be derived to a country, from gentlemen who have from 5 col. 
to loool. a year, reſiding upon their eſtates, employing the labou- 
rers of the neighbourhood, and affording occaſional aſſiſtance to 
the aged and the infirm, that good muſt be entirely deſtroyed. 
Many, very many, country gentlemen are, to my knowledge, 
preparing to quit the rural manſion of their anceſtors, and to re- 
ſort to towns from motives of frugality, that they may not be 
cruſhed by the ſevere operation of this bill. A gentleman in Wilt- 
ſhire has abſolutely advertiſed his country ſeat to be let, rent free, 
to any perſon who will undertake to pay the aſſeſſed taxes. As to 
mechanics, and the whole deſcription of inferior tradeſmen, they 
muſt ſoon be reduced to beggary. 

Let me now, Sir, ſay a few words upon the influence which 
this bill muſt, have upon the revenue. When I laſt addreſſed the 
Houſe upon this ſubject, I pointed out how the univerſal ſpirit of 
economy, which muſt neceſſarily be introduced by fo large an ex- 
action, would occaſion a great decreaſe in the produce of the new 
taxes. I beg now to remark, upon the effe& of one clauſe in par- 
ticular, againſt the fairneſs of which I do not, however, mean i 
object. I animadvert upon it in no other light, than as it atfcQs 
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the receipts of the revenue. Thoſe who remove from their hon- 
ſes, to others which have been before inhabited, “ ceaſe to be liable 
to the aſſeſſment made by virtue of this act, ſo far as relates to 
the amount of the duties in reſpect of the dwelling-houſes they 
have quitted, but are to be charged to the faid additional rate or 
duty, in reſpect of the other dwelling-houſes which they may oc- 
cupy, at any time, after ſuch removal.” As a mode of retrench- 
ment, how many will exchange a houſe of high, for one of lower, 
rent! Whole rows of houſes will lie untenanted, and thus the re- 
ſpective amounts of the old duty, the window duty, the com- 
mutation duty, and the ſeveral per cents., will be loſt to the re- 
venue. | 

I am happy, Sir, in having had a ſecond opportunity of ex- 
preſſng my decided diſapprobation of this bill. I deplore the diſ- 
treſs and poverty which it cannot fail to produce ; but I waſh my 
hands of this buſineſs. Let the guilt lie at the door of His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, who have brought the nation into a moſt perilous 
criſis, from which they are now, in vain, endeavouring to extricate 
it, by a tyrannical, unjuſt, oppreſſive, and inefficient plan of fi- 
nance. 

Mr. SHAW LEFEVRE ſpoke in favour of the bill: he ſaid, 
he hoped that gentlemen of property would ſtep forward, and ſecond 
the operation of the preſent meaſure by voluntary contributions, and 
that a bill for that purpoſe would be brought into the Houſe. He 
then quoted a paſſage from Smollet's Hiſtory of England, relative to 
the cantributions of the merchants, made in ſupport of Government 
in 1745. 

Sir ALAN GARDNER had no heſitation in declaring, and 
upon his conſcience he thought that he was correctly doing his duty 
towards his country at large, and that he was conſulting the intereſts 
of his conſtituents, in ſupporting the only meaſure which he had 
heard propoſed for providing the neceſſary ſum to anſwer the exi- 
gencics of the State, in their oppoſition to our preſent moſt impla- 
cable enemy. 

Mr. PERCEVAL ſaid, that all thoſe who ſpoke againſt the pre- 
ſent meaſure had carefully avoided ſpeaking of thoſe circumſtances 
in which the country muſt be placed, ſhould it neglect to adopt it. 
An honourable gentleman who had ſpoken that night (Mr. Hob- 
houſe), had ſaid, he was pleading the cauſe of property; but Mr. 
Perceval ſaid that he confidered himſelf as particularly the advo- 
ate for property, when he was ſupporting the meaſure which was to 
protect it. A learned friend of his had laſt night oppoſed the mea» 
ſure, as alienating the minds of the people of the country, and de- 
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priving it, at this period, confeſſedly critical, of the ſpirit of unani. 
mity; but did not that honourable gentleman do this more effee. 
tually by his arguments than could be done by the bill ; and did he 
not touch on thoſe topics which were leaſt likely to conduce to that 
unanimity? An honourable Baronet {Sir F. Burdett), had told the 
Houſe, that he took that occaſion of ſtating to it what was his opi- 
nion of the preſent war, becauſe he had had no other opportunity ; 
how this had happened he could not ſay, but he was ſure that if the 
honourable Baronet had attended in his place during that ſeſſion, in 
which the ſubject of the war had been ſo fully diſcufſed, he would 
not have had any reaſon to complain of want of opportunity: the 
honourable Baronet objected to the preſent meaſure, not ſo much 
on account of the preſſure of it, as on account of the application of 
the money to be raiſed by it; and the application he complained of 
was, that which enabled Miniſters to carry on a war againſt liberty. 
If thepreſent war was a war againſt liberty, it was that ſpecics of 
liberty againſt which, he truſted, we ſhould ever bear arms it was 
againſt the importation of French liberty into England. He begged 
the Houſe to take notice at what period this obſervation was made; 
it was made when the French army of England was embodicd, when 
Preparations were making for the invaſion of this country by an 
army, bringing with it in its train, all the ruin of French refurm 
and of French principles ; yet this was the time choſen for decla- 
mation againſt the continuation of the war, which we were alſo told 
by the ſame authority, was continued from an apprehenſion that 
ſuch a form of Government would ariſe in France, as, by the con- 
traſt, ſhould render Engliſhmen diffatisfied with that under which 
mey lived. | 

Mr. STURT called Mr. Perceval to order, on the principle 
that Sir Frances Burdett, nut being preſent, could not give to the 
particular expreſſions to which the honourable gentleman objectce, 
that explanation which ſhould corv.y to the Houſe his own ſenſe 
of them. 

Mr. Perceval contiaucd : he ſaid, chat he did not conſider him- 
ſelf as bound to ſuſpend his obſervations till the honourable Baro- 
net returned, which migit not be till the next ſeſſion, or not per- 
haps tili he had received the inſtructions, not only of his own con- 
ſtituents but thoſe of the honourable gentleman. The honourable 
Baronet had ſtated, that he was apprehenſive of an economic Govern- 
ment ariſing in France, leaſt it might produce in this country he 
did rot know what. Put the honourable gentleman had not cer- 
tainly much right to be angry on this ſubject, when he recollected, 
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while the ſyſtem was yet in theory, and before its practical conſe- 
auences were diſcovered, we were at peace with France. 

When he ſaw thoſe gentlemen who had now returned to their 
ſeats, abſent themſelves from the Houſe, he had at firſt ſuppoſed they 
did ſo leſt they ſhould diſturb the unanimity of the Houſe. When 
he had conceived their motives to be ſuch, he felt aſtoniſhed at ſce- 
ing them return to give a difſenting vote on the preſent meaſure, 
The right honourable gentleman oppoſite to him had, however, un- 
deceived him as to the motives of his ſeceſſion ; he had told the 
Houſe, that he did not hope for a remedy of the evils of which he 
complained from thoſe within, but from thoſe without the walls of 
the Houſe ; he had left the Houſe from an apprehenſion that the 
people might, by his attendance, be deceived into an idea that there 
ſubſiſted any thing like a repreſentation of them in that Houſe, The 
honourable gentleman had, however, failed in ſupporting his 
charge: the people would ſee that a large majority of the Houſe, 
which he aſſerted had no ſympathy with them, attended to their 
duty; and if reform was neceffary, it was rendered ſo by the conduct 
of thoſe who were moſt clamorous for it. 

After theſe obſervations on the practice of thoſe gentlemen who 
appeared ſo deſirous of unanimity, he ſhould now proceed to diſcuſs 
the ground-work of the preſent meaſure; in doing which the gentle- 
men oppolite had neglected to conſider the ſituation of the country 
at the time when it was propoſed. It was the urgency of the times 
which conſtituted a leading feature in the preſent meaſure. He 
hoped the Houſe would fee it in that view. It was not in our power 
to chooſe a peace—the enemy would give none. It did not remain 
with us to ſheath the ſword. He did not mean that the country 
was phyſically deprived of the power of chooſing between peace and 
war, but that the only choice which remained to them, was that of a 
peace connected with ſubjection, and with danger to our exiſtence, 
or of war; under that choice Government had certainly acted, 
and if gentlemen conſidered them as having decided improperly, he 
wiſhed they would come forward and declare ſo. Had our Govern- 
ment been diſpoſed to ſhew all the meanneſs of conceſſion to the pro- 
politions firſt brought forward, the Directory was, he believed, or 
at leaſt would then have been, prepared to ſtate its ulterior terms of 
degradation ; how humiliating theſe would have been, it was not 
poſſible for him to imagine, but that humiliating they would have 
been in the extreme, no one could doubt. 

If our Governinent had neen diſpoſed, in he negotiation at Liſle, 
to have conceded thoſe terms of peace which a victorious army 
would have thought itſelf intitled to have dictated in the center of 
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the metropolis ; if ſuch inſatiate and unreaſonable propoſitions had 
been aſſented to, the Directory, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, would 
have been content that their ſueceſſes ſhould have been inglorious, 
and that they ſhould take poſſeſſion of all their acquiſitions, all our 
conceſſions, and all their ſpoils, without the fatisfaQion of military 
triumph, and without the hazard of conqueſt. The only choice of 
Government muſt have been that which was dictated by prudenee, 
and an attention to the ſafety of the country; and nothing fhort of 
ſubjeRion could have been the conſequences of a peace which mu 
be attended with an injury to the ſpirit, the character, the reſources, 
and the energy of the country. 

But it had been urged, that the preſent war was unneceſſary, un- 
leſs as far as it was eſſential to the continuance in office of the preſent 
Adminiſtration. If this was the caſe, we were to ſuppoſe, that it 
was poſſible that a negotiator was to be found on the other ſide of 
the Houſe. We had learned from the ſpecches of the Directory, 
that we were to pay the price of our own ſubjugation; we had alſo 
heard that they would introduce reform, or elſe they ſnould be liable 
to the objection of having deſerted their friends. Suppoſing then 
that a change of Adminittration were to take place, and that the right 
honourable gentieman oppoſite (Mr. Fox) were to come into pnwer, 
on what terms would he be willing to form a part of Adminifira- 
tion? He had already declared, he would not come in without a 
total, fundamental, and radical reform of Parliament; and he beg- 
ged the Houſe to attend to thoſe moſt choſen, dangerous, andalarm- 
ing words. | 

He knew the right honourable gentleman would reſort to explana- 
ꝛon, if he thought this too high ſcaſoned for the public, and that he 
would ſay, that by total reform he meant only to touch parts; by fun- 
damental reform, not to injure the foundation; and by radical reform, 
only to meddle with the branches: but words did not ceaſe to be 
dangerous becauſe they were ſuſceptible of interpretation ; they 
ceaſed only in that caſe to be ambiguous ; they were dangerous 45 
long as they bore that interpretation, moſt obviouſly from which it 
was not poſſible but that the moſt violent reformer muſt ſee hopes 
and encouragement for his views and intentions, in ſpite of any am- 
| biguity. He would, however, go farther, and ſay, that if they were 
even leſs explicit, and could only bear ſuch an interpretation as that 
which he contended they did bear, there muſt be alarm and danger 
in them from the quarter from whence they came : the houſe and 
the country would nut forget that the right honourable gentleman 
who told them that a total, a fundamental, and a radical reform Was 
neceſſary, was tlie ſame gentleman who confidered an oppoſition io 
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the laws of his country as a queſtion of prudence, and not of mora- 
lity ; that it was the ſame who had deſerted his duty, that the peo- 
ple might ſuppoſe themſelves not repreſented ; that it was the ſame 
who had told the Houſe, after the State Trials, that he was not only 
ſatisfied with the verdict of the jury, but that he was convinced there 
was nothing treaſonable in the intention of the men, and no defign 
againſt the Conſtitution of the country. 

If the right honourable gentleman were qur negotiator, it was 
probable*indeed that peace might be obtained, fince one of the wiſhes 
of the French, that of ſeeing him in Power, would be gratified. 
He begged gentlemen would attend to the words of the French, 
when profeſſing friendſhip for this country, and they would fee no- 
thing in them favourable to a peace, on practicable terms, but that 
all they implied was, that they had a party in this country, 

If the Houſe agrecd with him in their opinion of the neceſſity 
of continuing the war, the only queſtion, as relating to the preſent 
meaſure, then was, whether it was prudent to raiſe a large proportion 
of the ſupplies for the ſervice of the ycar within the year? and as he 
had heard no argument againſt this, he muſt ſuppoſe that the Houſe 
coincided with him in opinion. It had been admitted by the ho- 
nourable genntleman, that it would have been a good meaſure if it 
had been adopted in the beginning of the war; and he ſuppoſed 
that this admiſſion proceeded from an idea, either that the increaſe 
of the funding ſyſtem was injurious to poſterity, or that the intereſt 
of it was too great for the country to bear ; in either caſe it ſeemed 
to him evident that an addition of two hundred millions of debt 
rendered it neceſſary to have recourſe to ſome other ſyſtem ; and then 
the only queſtion to be conſidered was, whether any other manner 
of raiſing money promiſed to be attended with better ſucceſs than 
that now propoſed : 

Until laſt night, the meaſure of the aſſeſſed taxes had ſtood with- 
out a rival: laſt night, however, an honourable gentleman had 
ſtated a plan, and he was convinced that he had brought it forward 
with the beſt intentions, though, perhaps, without ſufficient informa- 
tion, which was to be more productve than that before the Houſe : 
he had propoſed another meaſure which, taking leſs than one-tenth of 
their property from the clafſes of the people on whom this meaſure 
would fall, ſhould be more productive. This, he obſerved, if prac- 
ticable, would certainly be a good ſcheme. The honourable gen- 
tleman had not ſtated in what proportion it was to fall on landlords, 
and in what upon tenants. In his ſcheme, as far as it related to 
lhopkeepers, rent was to be the criterion ; and how was this rent to 
be aſcertained—from the pariſh books of rates? Certainly not : 
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they furniſhed an eſtimate of the relative value of houſes in the ſame 
pariſh, but did not apply to the whole country : it followed, that 
recourſe muſt ultimately be had to the aſſeſſment as a criterion. He 
looked upon the honourable gentleman who brought forward this 
propoſition as an extremely well diſpoſed man ; and he therefore 
conſidered his partiality to this ſcheme as the natural paternal affec- 
tion which a man might be ſuppoſed to bear to a ſcheme that was a 
child of his own ; but he felt ſome aſtoniſhment that any gentleman, 
without theſe paternal throbs, ſhould be an advocate for its 
adoption. 

The arguments which had been urged againſt the aſſeſſed tax 
bill, applied equally to this and every other meaſure. The firſt ob. 
jection was, the direct operation which the tax would have on 
ſhopkeepers ; that its operation, in the manner in which it had firſt 
been propoſed, .would have been injurious, was true ; the Houſe, 
that Houſe which the honourable gentleman aſſerted to have no 
ſympathy in common with the people, felt that it would bear heavy, 
and they immediately gave relief to the claſs mentioned. When this 
was done the argument was altered, and we were told, that the thing 
was worſe than before; its direct operation had indeed been varied, 
but its indirect operation ſtill continued to be oppreſſive. To this 
he could only ſay, that the money, if it was to be raiſed, muſt either 
come from the rich or from the poor, or from both together ; only 
we were not to apply to the poor ; and if we were not to apply to 
the rich, the reſult would be, that we muſt have no money at all. 

The honourable Baronet had ſaid, that the people now begin to 
queſtion whether, if the enemy came, they could do worſe. Did 
the people aſk this, and was the honourable Baronet, when he heard 
the queſtion, unprepared with an anſwer? If he was, he (Mr. Per- 
ceval) would furniſh him with one. He might have told them that 
the enemy would not act better towards us than they had done to- 
wards their own ſubjeas ; he might then have ſhewn in what man- 
ner they had acted towards all ranks of men, and particularly to- 
wards men in that rank in which he himſelf ſtood ; he might have 
told the inquirers how all merchandize was confiſcated ; he might 
have ſtated to the ſhop-keeper, who was fearful of the direct ope- 
ration of the Tax, what muſt have been the effect of the Forced 


Loan ; he might have ſhewn thoſe who were apprehenſive of the 


indire& operation of taxes, what it muſt have been in France, 
when taking from every man, and riſing in a proportion till they 


came to the ſum of 9000 livres, when they took half; they reduced 
every income to the ſtandard of about 180l., leaving no man 2 
larger ſum thari that for his annual expences. Let the indirect 
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eonſequet es of this contraQted expenditure be then calculated : yet Min 

the preſent meaſure of aſſeſſment had been ſaid to be worſe than any 11 

that had ever been adopted by Roberſpierre; and it had been put 1 | 

W in compariſon with the total confiſcation of property. / 1 

He apologized for having taken up ſo much of the time of the 113-4 nl 

Hou:c on a ſubject on which there ought to be no difference ; and no 9 | 

reaſonable perſon eould, he thought, heſitate in agreeing, that Par- | 

liament did right in calling for large and liberal ſupplies, proportion- | 

able to the ability of every man to contribute. 1 

Sir FRANCIS BURDET T and Mr. PERCEVAL both roſe it 

to explain. 10 0 

Mr. MARTIN ſaid, the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt had re- | i 

ferred to ſomething that he did not fay. He had ſaid that unleſs ſome 4 

meaſure leſs oppreſſive were propoſed, he ſhould vote for the pre- | 

ſent, but that if one more rational was brought forward, he would IE | 

vote for it. He ſhould attend till a reaſonable hour to hear the de- 4! | 
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bate, and, being no party man, would liſten with attention to all, | 
and endeavour to form the belt opinion he could from the diſcuſſion us 
of the reſpective plans. But he would neither waſte his health nor 1 
his time by fitting till two or three o'clock in the morning, liſtening 
to ſpeeches of two or three hours length. It would be more agree- 
able to the country, and honourable gentlemen would be better un- 
derſtood by the Houſe, if they compreſſed their ſpeeches into one 
quarter of the time. Whatever vote he gave on this meaſure, he 
hoped the Houſe would form their opinion of him from his general 


0 conduct, and not from any au kwardneſs of expreſſion. 15 
id Mr. SHERIDAN roſe, and ſaid, The honourable gentleman may 
d who has juſt ſat down has called for more explanations of what other 17 
r gentlemen have advanced than I ever recollect to have heard in this 15 
at Houſe. In candour I muſt conclude that the honourable gentleman 5 

0- rally wanted information upon the points which he affected not to 43 
n- underſtand ; and that where he did miſunderſtand or miſtake the ar- TRA: 
0- WF guments of others, he did not mean to be guilty of wilful miſrepre- f 11 
ve eentation. The ſpeech & the honourable gentleman, however, 74 
zht called upon ſo many members to explain the points upon which he 4 | 
pe- las commented, that I have been under the neceſſity to give way | vii 
ed o them. I now riſe, thus early in the debate, and I feel ſome 14 


the latisfaction in reflecting that the adjournment which has taken place 
ce, ¶ des me an opportunity of preſenting myſelf when the attention of 
hey e Houſe was awake, becauſe, had I proceeded laſt night, I might 
ced IM have found the honourable gentleman (Mr. Martin) wearied and ex- 
hauſted, and diſpoſed perhaps to give me a hint to fit down before I 
had finiſhed my argument. I have liſtened to the ſpeech of the 
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honourable gentleman (Mr. Perceval); a ſpecch of great talent, great 
Ingenuity, and conſiderable vehemence. 'The ſentiments which it 
contains ſeemed to be ſo much in uniſon with the feelings of thoſe 
around him, that I flatter myſelf that the approbation with which it 
has been received may contribute to ſhorten the debate, and to ſu- 
percede the neceſſity of many long ſpeeches from that fide of the 
Houſe. It was remarkable, however, that the honourable gentle. 
man, amidſt a variety of matter on which he deſeanted, cautiouſly 
abſtained from touching upon the real queſtion before the Houſe, 
Many of the topics which he brought forward, I am ready to ad- 
mit, were fairly introduced, and perfectly regular in parliamentary 
debate. While I admit the right of the honourable gentleman t 
argue the ſubject in his own way, it perhaps might have been better 
had he altogether abſtained from certain points; or, to uſe a phraſe 
which has become very faſhionable ſince the introduction of the 
preſent bill, had he modified his attack upon my right honourable 
friend. The honourable gentleman never attempted to ſhew that 
the right honourable gentleman below him was the fitteſt perſon to 
adminiſter the affairs of this country, that he was the ableſt Miniſter 
for the conduQt of war, and the moſt proper perſon to negotiate with 
ſucceſs. The whole ſcope of his ſpecch was merely to ſhew that the 
right honourable gentleman was placed in the avenue to bar my 
right honourable friend, as if it neccfarily followed that he alone 
could be the ſucceſſor of the preſent Miniſter. Suppoſing, as he 
did, for the ſake of argument, that my right honourable fricnd 
was qualified to negotiate with a better proſpect of ſucceſs than the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he faid it would be incumbent upon 
the Houſe, as a preliminary ſtep, to treat with their negotiator. 
He thought that my right honourable friend could not be invelicd 
with that character without danger to the country. What were 
the grounds upon which this aſſertion was founded? He accuſes my 
right honourable friend of having conſidered men as innocent who 
were acquitted by the verdict of a jury, and having argued upun 
this acquittal, that there was no proof of the conſpiracy of whicli 
they were accuſed. He accuſes him of having ſaid, on the diſcul- 
fions to the treaſon and ſedition bills, that reſiſtance would be a 
queſtion not of morality, but of prudence. Above all, he founded 
his apprehenſion upon words which he ſuppoſes to have been lately 
uſed by my right honourable friend, that he would take no ſhare in 
any adminiſtration without a total, fundamental and radical reform. 
The honourable gentleman has made a very pretty play upon theſe 
words. I cannot but ſuſpect, however, that the honourable gen- 
flczran, who has been celebrated for epigram, has put theſe words 
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into the mouth of my right honourable friend merely for the fake 
of the point with which he has contraſted them. He finds out that 
the reform fo broadly ſtated will not be a total reform, that the 
fundamental reform will not touch the foundation, and that the 
radical reform will be confined to the branches without deſcending 
to the root. This epigrammatic wit, however, is founded entirely 
upon the words which the honourable gentleman has purpoſely 
added to the expreſſion to which he alludes. They were not uſed by 
my right honourable friend. The expreſſion he employed, and which 
has become more conſpicuous from its being made the ſubject of 
particular thanks in certain reſolutions lately advertiſed, was that 
he would take no ſhare in any adminiſtration, without a radical re- 
form in the repreſentation and of the abuſes of the preſent ſyſtem 
Such was the expreſſion of my right honourable friend, and the words 
which the honourable gentleman has added into the bargain, were 
merely introduced to point a ſentence and to enliven his ſpeech. 
The honourable gentleman conſiders the eonduct of thoſe whom 
he repreſents as unfit ſucceſſors to the preſent men in power, as cal- 
culated to encourage the Jacobins, and to forward the views of the 
French. Theſe certainly are formidable evils, but the honourable 
gentleman quickly diſcovers ſome ground of conſolation amidſt the 
dangers which he apprehends. He thinks that my right honourable 
frend would retract the declarations he has made, that he would 
renounce the principles he has avowed, and that in office he would 
not act upon the profeſſions he held before he came into power. 
On what part of the conduct of my right honourable friend he 
founds this afſertion, I am at a loſs to conjecture. What are the 
ſroſeſſions made when out of office which in pgwer he has belied ? 
True it is that ſuch conduct is not unuſual with 1 it 
i that there have been men who have forfeited ſuch pledges; who have 
aid that there could be no ſalvation for this country without a radical 
reform, (for this beyond diſpute was the expreſſion of the right ho- 
dourable gentleman oppoſite) who have maintained that no honeſt man 
Ould undertake the adminiſtration of this country without that reform, 
ad have, like him, abandoned the wordsand principles they once held, 
nd reliſted by all the power of corruption the cauſe which they la- 
boured to promote. With the right honourable gentleman, the type 
nd image of apoſtacy before his eyes, it perhaps was natural that the 
bonourable gentleman ſhould Gonfider profeſſions as made only to be 
nounced. When he reflected that the preſent Miniſter had not 
My abandoned the principles he profeſſed, and violated the faith he 
fledged to the Public, but had become the moſt zealous perſecutor 
thoſe whom he had convinced by his arguments, and influenced. 
4D 2 
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by his example, there was no wonder that he ſhould diſtruſt pro- 
feſſions, and aſcribe but little ſincerity to the declarations of ſtateſ- 
men. 

'The honourable gentleman apprehends that many dreadful con- 
ſequences would enſue were this radical reform to be carried into ef. 
fect. What that radical change of ſyſtem is to be, the honourable 
gentleman profeſſes to be ignorant. 
that no man can be more decidedly hoſtile than I am to any change 
of ſyſtem that could lead to a change of the ancient eſtabliſhed Con- 
ſtitution of this Government. But I will tell the honourable gentleman 
what has been the conſequence of that change of ſyſtem which has 
been introduced into the Conſtitution of this country. If any Mi- 
niſter of brilliant talents, of ſplendid endowments, but actuated by 
principles of the moſt boundleſs and coloſſal ambition, raiſed up by 
influence, ſupported by corruption, ſhould ſet at nought the rules of 
parliament, violate the act of Appropriation, raiſe money without 
the authority of this Houſe, and ſend it out of the country without 
the conſent of Parliament; if he has tranſgreſſed the Couſtitution 
with impunity, if his criminality is ſuffered to paſs even without 
rebuke ; this is nothing leſs than a radical change of ſyſtem. It 
by his folly and incapacity he has raiſed diſcontents; if by the 
burdens which he has impoſed to ſupport an impolitic and ruinous 
ſyſtem, he has alienated the minds of the people from his Govern- 
ment; if to ſuppreſs the oppoſition which ſuch a ſtate of things 
muſt naturally produce, he has had recourſe to military force and 
covered the country with barracks, in defiance of the Conſtitution ; 
ſuch practices conſtitute a radical change of ſyſtem. If he has di- 
tinguiſhed his adminiſtration by ſeverity unknown to the laws of this 
country; if he has introduced new codes of treaſon and ſedition ; 
if he has doomed men of talents to the horrors of tranſportation, 
the victims of harſh and rigorous ſentences ; if he has laboured to 
vilify and to libel the conduct of juries—ſuch proceedings originate 
in a radical change of ſyſtem. If he has uſed the royal prerog?- 
tive in the. creation of Peers, not to reward merit, but converted 
the Peerage into the regular price of baſe and ſervile ſupport ; it 
he has carried this abuſc ſo far that, were the indignant, inſulted 
ſpirit of this nation rouſed at length to demand juſtice on the crime 
of which he has been guilty, he would be tried in a Houſe of Peers 
where the majority of the judges were created by himſelf—l will 
tell the honourable gentleman that ſuch a ſtate of things muſt have 
originated in a radical change of ſyſtem. Would it not be right 
then to pull down that fabric of corruption, to recall the Gover®- 
ment to its original principles, and to re-eſtabliſh the Conſtitution 


For my own part I can fay, | 
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vpon its true baſis? Will any ſet of men deny the neceſſity of a 
radical change of ſyſtem by which theſe evils ſhall be corrected, but 
thoſe who already ſhare in its corruptions, or who at ſome future pe- 
riod expeR to promote their perſonal intereſts by thoſe very abuſes 
which have exhauſted the ſtrength and endangered the ſafety of their 
country ? 

So much then for what the honourable gentleman has ſaid upon 
this ſubject. It muſt now be clear that no peace can be obtained. 
It was not even ſuppoſed by the friends of Miniſters that they were 
fincere in their attempts at peace till the laſt trial. Then I am 
rather inclined to give them credit for ſincerity, though I can ſee 
that a right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Windham) trembles at the 
very idea of peace with the French republic. The honourable gen- 
tleman, however, takes it for granted, that there can be no choice, 
but between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and my right ho- 
nourable friend; ona former occaſion, however, I ſtated, that any 
other ſet of men ſhould try to negociate peace with France, becauſe 
any ſet of men muſt negociate with a better proſpe& of ſucceſs 
than the preſent Miniſters ; it is not in nature, that the French can 
conſider the right honourable gentleman capable of maintaining the 
relations of peace and amity with their government. They know 
that the hoſtile mind exiſts, that peace is not ſought in the ſpirit of 
peace, that no real reconciliation is deſired. Any peace that could 
be concluded I could conſider as a falſe and hollow truce. It could 
aot be a ground of ſecurity ; it could not reſtore the bleſſings of 
peace. Upon the faith of it I could not conſent to the reduction 
of a ſingle man in the army, or naval eſtabliſhment of this coun- 
try. Jealouſies and ſuſpicions would poiſon all the advantages 
which a fincere peace could beſtow. The French would feel that 
they furniſhed to the adminiſtration of this country the means of 
fomenting the diſſentions in France from which they cheriſh the 
hope of re-eſtabliſhing royalty ; they would lay themſelves open to 
thoſe intrigues, and to that corruption which have hitherto been em- 
ploved to overthrow their new inſtitutions. If the French Di- 
reQtory could encourage or agree to ſuch an inſidious truce, and ex- 
poſe the government which they adminiſter to ſuch attacks, as in this 
way it would ſuſtain, they would be guilty of treaſon to their coun- 
try. But it is impoſſible they could riſk ſuch dangers. It is im- 
poſſible that they could ſtake their exiſtence on the hollow and de- 
ceitful peace which the preſent Miniſter could offer. 

The honourable gentleman then cannot ſay, that there is no al- 
ternative between thoſe who are in power, and thoſe he points out 
% their ſucceſſors. From different men and different meaſures, 
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hopes of peace might be derived. But it is ſaid that my right ho- 
nourable friend, and thoſe who act with him, are co-operating with 
the French ; and what is the proof of this affertion ? Why the 
French ſay ſo! This indeed is a curious mode of proving the fac. 
It would indeed be a hard rule if what the enemy ſay of what is 
done by any members of the Britiſh Parliament was to be the 
ſtandard by which they are to be judged. We are not to be tried 
by what we have ſaid, by the meaſures we have recommended, by 
the whole of our conduct, and by our own profeſſions, but by the 
opinion which the enemy may think proper to expreſs. But how 
then do we co-operate with the enemy? We are friends to reform; 
a phraſe which, it ſeems, is henceforth ro be deemed ſynonymous 
with revoluticn. But how is this reform, from which ſuch dread- 
ful conſequences are apprehended, to be introduced, were my right 
honourable friend to ſupport it when in office ? Will not the right 
honourable gentleman be ſtill ready to oppoſe it? The honourable 
gentleman either thinks that my honourable friend, when Miniſter, 
will have in favour of reform that corruption, that influence, thoſe 
titles, thoſe jobs and contracts, by which it is now oppoſed ; or he 
thinks that Parliament being diffolved, that corruption and infiucnce 
will be employed to induce the people to chuſe repreſentatives fa- 
vourable to the cauſe of reform. What do theſe arguments prove 
but the neceſſity of a reform? It proves that the pretended repre- 
ſentation of the country is in the hands of the Crown, to be moulded 
at the pleaſure of the Miniſter of the day, and thus furnithes the 
moſt powerful motive to remove the cauſes by which this corruption 
is maintained, 

Having made theſe remarks upon the topics introduced by the 
honourable gentleman, I ſhall next ſay a few words upon ſome things 
which fell from a noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) in yefterday's debate. 
The noble Lord ſays that thoſe who oppoſe all ſupply ought to have 
made that oppoſition when the ſupply was voted. For my own 
part I am not again{t all ſupply, though I am not ſure that a dif- 
ferent conduct would be fully as proper. But in a conſtitutional 
view nothing can be more parliamentary than to retuſe voting ſupply- 
It is fair to infer that if Miniſters have not the confidence of this 
Houſe, the refuſal of ſupplies would be attended with the imme- 
diate reſignation of thoſe Miniſters, Certainly it is not the inten- 
tion of any man that. the army or navy ſhould be diſbanded, and the 
country laid at the feet of the enemy. Such an alternative does 
not follow from the refufal of ſupplies. I confeſs, however, when 
I conſider the deſperate characters of ſome of the Miniſters in 
power, I think it would not be adviſcable to riſk the attempts of 
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which they might be guilty to retain their power, even in defiance of 
the conſtitutional privileges of this Houſe. The noble Lord how- 
ever ſays, that never was the naval ſuperiority of this country more 
conſpicuouſly diſplayed, never was our naval glory more highly ex- 
alted, than by the brilliant victories obtained during the preſent war. 
What however muſt be the nature of the war, when theſe ſplendid 
ſucceſſes have not brought us nearer to the objects for which we en- 
paged in the conteſt ? What muſt be the importance of our acqui- 
fitions, when they are all to be given for peace? How would 
France have ſtood had we not entered? ſays the noble Lord. What 
additional ſtrength would ſhe not have derived from thoſe ſhips and 
thoſe colonies of which ſhe has been deprived by our ſucceſs ? But 
let any man weigh the advantages we have derived from our ſucceſs, 
with the ſacrifices by which they have been purchaſed. Will any 
man ſay that if this country had preſerved a dignified neutrality, 
France, ſurrounded as ſhy was by foreign enemies, would have till 
more oppreſſed and harraſſed her ſubjects to raiſe a naval power 
which no danger required? Contrary to all practice, to all expe- 
rience to what has been conſidered as the object of continental di- 
verſion promoted by this country, would France, in the ſituation in 
which ſhe was placed, have turned her attention to naval excrtions ? 
But we gained ſeveral ſhips by the victory of the firſt of June, by 
the capture of Toulon, by the acquiſition of thoſe charnel houſes in 
the Weſt Indies, in which 50,000 men have been loſt to this coun- 
try. — Conſider the price which has been paid for theſe ſuccefies. — 
For theſe boaſted ſucceſſes, 1 will ſay, give me back the blood of 
Engliſhmen which has been thed in this fatal eonteſt give me back 
the 250 millions of debt which it has occaſioned — give me back the 
honour of the country, which has been tarniſhed—give me back the 
credit of the country, which has been deſtroyed - give me back the 
lolidity of the Bank of England, which has been overthrown; the 
Xchment of the people to their ancient Conſtitution, which has 
been ſhaken by acts of oppreſſion and tyrannical laws—give me back 
the kingdom of Ircland, the connexion of which is endangered by 
a cruel and outrageous ſyſtem of military coercion—give me back 
bat pledge of eternal war which muſt be attended with inevitable 
run! Put what we have loſt into the ſcale againſt what we have 
gained, and ſay if the price exceeds the value of the object. But 
ven all theſe advantages, we are told may be given up for peace. 
urely, then, a perſon of the noble Lord's abilities can never conſi- 
der theſe objects as acquiſition, as gain, which are to be given up 
for peace, and leave us without a compenſation for all the ſacrifices 
Wich we have made for their attainment, The noble Lord ſays 
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that the value of the Weſt India iſlands taken from the enemy 
muſt be eſtimated in relation to our own. By the offenſive mea. 
ſures againſt the former the latter were preſerved. If this be the 
caſe then, when we give up the iſlands we have conquered we give up 
our own iſlands, and abandon the ſecurity by which they are held. 
Such are the acquiſitions which we have made at the expence of { 
much blood and treaſure. 

With regard to the continental war, the noble Lord ſays, that 
we had done our duty; but he now diſcovers that our allies were 
guilty of every error, and all of them were deſtitute of common 
honeſty. After ſome years experience of the conduct of our al. 
lies, and of the principles by which they were guided, the noble 
Lord could vote for giving two millions to one of them. Even this 
ally, the theme of ſo much panegyric, in whoſe ſucceſs it was ſaid 
that every peaſant in this country was intereſted, in whoſe glory every 
Engliſhman partook, is now comprehended in the general charge of 
the noble Lord againſt the continental members of the confederacy, 
But in the proſecution of their views of perſonal intereſt and ag- 
grandizement they took the example from the conduQ of this coun- 
try. When they found the hypoeritical pretences of religion, mora- 
lity, and ſocial order belied by our eagerneſs to ſcize upon every iſland, 
to plunder every poſſeſſion which was expoſed to our power, they be- 
gan to entertain ſimilar views, and to be actuated by the ſame mo- 
tives. Thoſe who would ſucceed Miniſters, it is ſaid, however, are 
connected with Jacobins. Who are they who are connected with 
the Jacobins ? Would it be the ſame thing to entruſt the admini- 
ftration of affairs in the hands of thoſe who oppoſe Miniſters, as it 
the Whigs in 1745 had reſigned the ſtate into the hands of the 
Tories? The latter were avowedly deſirous to alter the ſucceſſion ; 
but will gentlemen ſeriouſly ſay that they believe that thoſe whom 
they repreſent as the only rivals of the preſent Miniſters, are lea- 
gued with any faction to alter the Conſtitution of this country, in 
the fame manner as the Jacobites in the year 1745 were hoſtile to 
the exiſting eſtabliſhment r | 

Availing himſelf of the latitude of reply which the general topics 
brought forward by thoſe who have ſpoken upon any thing but the 
queſtion before the Houſe, I ſhall now proceed to make ſome re- 
marks on the ſpeech of a learned Doctor who ſpoke laſt night. 
Having come to this Houſe ſeveral hours after the debate had begun, 
and finding that the gentlemen who ſpoke after I came in confined 
themſelves very little to the diſcuſſion ef the preſent meaſure, | 
was obliged to take it for granted the particular queſtion before the 

Hinufe had been verv fully difeaſied in the ſpeeches which were 
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made before my arrival. The learned Doctor to whom I have 
alluded perhaps may not remember that he ſpoke at'all. A wiſe 
man, it is ſaid, doubts of every thing; and the learned Doctor 
ſeemed to carry his ſcepticiſm a great way, for at the commencement 
of his ſpeech he doubted whether he was ſpeaking. I remember the 
words with which he began were, “Sir, In rifing to addreſs my- 
ſelf to you on the preſent occaſion, if I have riſen.” If the learned 
gentleman till doubts whether he ſpoke at all, I can affure him 
that he made a very ingenious, a very elaborate, and certainly a e 
long ſpeech upon a variety of topics, without ſpeaking at all to the 48 
bill before the Houſe ; and if he doubts my authority, any other, l 
gentleman may probably give him the ſame affurance. The learned 175 þ | 
gentleman went into a wide view of Roman hiſtory, and told us, 1 
upon the authority of Scipio, that we had little to dread from the 
threatened invaſion of the enemy, becauſe they muſt conquer us be- 
fore we could conquer them. What would the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen of London ſay if the learned gentleman were to tell them, | 
when Buonaparte was encamped at Blackheath, that they need be {7 41 "8 
under no apprehenſion, that, before he could advance to burn the i 4 1rd 
City of London, Lord Hawkeſbury was marching to lay Paris in 1%; Yi 5 
aſhes ? I ſhould like to ſee the faces of the mercantile world, when | 
they were informed, on the authority of Scipio, that they could not ? 
be ſafe till the enemy were at the gates of the metropolis, and that 
they could not hope for a ſucceſsful termination of the conteſt till 
they had firſt been conquered ! In the repreſentation of the conduct 
of Hanno, at Carthage, by whoſe exertions the ſupplies were re- 
fuſed to Hannibal, the learned Doctor did not do juſtice to Hanno. 
At the ſame time it is to be obſerved, that he ſaid not a word of the Ta 
ſtriking difference between Hanno the Carthaginian, and the Hanno 
whom he inſinuated to be in the Britiſh Senate. Hanno ſucceeded 
in keeping back the ſupplies. But has the Britiſh Hanno ever been | 
able to prevail upon the Senate to refuſe ſupplies? has he unnerved 
the vigour of our exertions; has he checked the career of ſucceſs ; 
has he ſuſpended our victorious arms in the moment of triumph? 
On the contrary, has not the Miniſter received ſupplies with un- 
exampled profuſion ; has he not been allowed to employ them as | 
he thought proper; has he ever been rebuked for miſapplication; 
has his miſconduct ever been the ſubject even of inquiry? Hanni- 
bal too was a young man— -flagrantem cupidine regni. The argu- 
ment of Hanno was, ** I hear of the victories of Hannibal, but I 
hear of no advantage which they produce to Carthage.” Every 
victory is followed by freſh demands and new requiſitions. The 
continuance of the war therefore muſt prove ruinous to Carthage. 
Vor. IV. 4 E „ 
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The affairs of the Carthaginians afterwards miſcarried. Hanni. 
bal ' afterwards laughed at his countrymen. But what did he 
haugh at? He laughed at thoſe men who affected to be diſſatisfied 
with the terms of peace, without conſidering in whoſe hands they 
had left the conduct of the war. In fimilar circumſtances any man 
might perhaps ſmile like Hannibal, to ſee the people of this country 
diſcontented with the terms of peace, when it was remembered 
that the war was proſecuted under the auſpices of the preſent 
Miniſters. 
I cannot refrain, however, from expreſſing my aſtoniſhment that 
A grave perſonage like the leamed gentleman, a member of the 
graveſt profeſſion which this Houſe contains, ſhould bring forward 
all his ſchool- boy politics to evince the propriety of invading France, 
The learned gentleman, perhaps, thinks that it falls to. his ſhare to 
ſupport in this Houſe the opinions of a man of much greater talents, 
of much higher endowments, the late Mr. Burke, whoſe name 
ought never to be mentioned but with reſpect. He thinks, per- 
haps, that he is the executor of that great man's principles ; that he 
is called upon to adminiſter to his fury without poſſeſſing a fingle 
fpark of his fire. I regret that any gentleman ſhould conceive 
himfelf. the repreſentative of the violent and extravagant declama- 
tions which ſo fatally were received in this Houſe with fo much ap- 
probation, and which have been attended with ſuch lamentable con- 
ſequences to this country and to Europe. | 

The frivolous ſchool-boy topics, for ſuch they are, upon which 
the learned gentleman propoſes to model our conduct, have indeed 
no fimilarity to the circumſtances in which we are placed. When 
he defires to imitate the conduct of the Romans, does he remem- 
ber that the Romans were a people inured to war and' to hardſhips? 
Does he mean to compare a commercial country like Great Britain 
with a warlike people like the Romans, -or to point out ſimilar rules 
of policy for the guidance of our conduct? Had Rome the debt by 
which this country is borne down? Had Rome the bulwark of a 
navy ſupported by commerce? Would ſacking that capital have 
given a death to that credit, by which alone we can ſubſiſt as a na- 
tion? If the arguments of the learned gentleman could even pro- 
duce the effect which he deſites, the event would not furniſh a ſub- 
ject for the moraliſt and the hiſtorian, but the fate which would 
await the right honourable gentleman, if he was ſeduced by ſuch 
| doimbils, might be expreſſed in the language of the poct— | 
beg I demens curre per Apes, en n 
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Poſterity would brand his name in the ſame manner, furniſhing in 
his deſtruQion only the ſubject of panegyric to ſchool-boy politicians, 
and a ſpeech to a grave doctor learned in the law. en 

- The learned gentleman, amidſt all his topics of argument, faid 
nothing as to the nature of the bill before the Houſe. If, after the 
deviations-which the courſe which the debate has taken, I may ven- 
ture to take that liberty without being called to order, I ſhall now 
ſay a few words to the queſtion. It has been aſked, do thoſe who 
oppoſe this meaſure admit the principle, or can they. produce any 
thing better? Certainly no perſon. is bound to propoſe a meaſure of 
his own when he riſes to oppoſe that of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, yet in ſuch a criſis as the prefent it would be unmanly to 
withhold any ideas which we can contribute, or any of the ſentiments 
we entertain. I then fay that the only mode by which any ſum 
like that required can be raiſed, is by a loan, the intereſt of which 
is to be paid by taxes or voluntary contribution, with a ſinking fund 
for the extinction of the debt. This is the true principle by which 
money in this country can be raiſed. Suppoſe it is impoſlible to 
borrow; in ſuch a ſtate of things this country is ruined. If Go- 
vernment cannot borrow, the ſubje& cannot give. I am very far 
from wiſhing to inculcate deſpair. If I really entertained fuch a | 
fentiment, I ſhould wiſh to diſguiſe it even. to myſelf. But we | 
may yet borrow. How then are the funds to be raiſed to that ſtate | 
at which it may be convenient to borrow * It muſt be done by ral 
abandoning the ſyſtem in which we have proceeded, by retrenchment | 
in the publie expence. If public ſpirit does exiſt, voluntary ſub- 


ſeriptions may afford ſome aid; but, of this, I confeſs, I am not bf 11 
very ſanguine. Above all, however, it is neceſſary to reſtore the A 

Bank to its former eredit, to prevent any ſtipulation being made to 14 * 
prevent it from paying its juſt debts; and to reſtore to the country 14 | 14 
the bleſſings of peace. As to the prefent meaſure, it muſt end in FA 
foreed contribution of income by forced diſcloſure, a thing utterly ir- 1 : is 
reconcileable to the ſpirit of a free and commercial country. If wes 
aſſeſſors were to be appointed arbitarily to make aſſeſſments of the IN 


income of every individual, which from the ſurveys already made 
by the colleQtors, of the income of individuals, ſeems to be the de- Wt 
lign of Miniſters, ſuch a mode of proceeding would be a better cri- 11 
terion than the aſſeſſed taxes. In my mind, no criterion at all, 
however good it may be thought, can render the principle tolerable. 
Thoſe who, from the criterion taken up by the Miniſter this years 
have been caught, will be careful in future to avoid any external 
lymptoms, by which on any future occaſion they might be aſſeſſed. 
It ul occafion univerſal retrenchment, ind conſequently injure the 
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revenue by deſtroying conſumption. The effect of this ſyſtem of 
retrenchment will diminiſh the public revenue by at leaſt two mil. 
lions. An arbitrary aſſeſſment would be better than that taken on 
any criterion, becauſe the former would make it indifferent to the 
perſon contributing whether he ſpent all his income or nut ; while 
the latter would induce him to avoid every appearance that could 
be made the future ſtandard of contribution. A coach-maker, in 


Long-acre, would do wiſely, if he could, to give at once an hun- 


dred pounds, than a much ſmaller ſum which deprived him of his 
euſtomers. In the ſame manner the watch-makers. Their em- 
ployment was not taxed, becauſe that would ſeem to tax ingenious 
mechanics ; but thoſe who wore watches were taxed, and many in- 
duſtrious men were reduced to the moſt dephorable wretchedneſs, 
The whole ſyſtem and principle of the meaſure appears to me ut- 
terly irreconcileable with every wiſe and juſt ſcheme of taxation. 
What ſubſtitute then is to be taken? There are but three ways 
in which this ſum can be raiſed within the year either by voluntary 
contributions, by inereaſing the exiſting taxes, or a forced loan; and 
of theſe three the preſent meaſure is the worſt. Might not the 
whole of the plan be poſtponed, except that which provides for vo- 
luntary contributions? And I am ſure, for one, I have no objec- 
tion to read the bill in that caſe three times in one day, that we may 
try this experiment. With this bill hanging over, ſuch contribu- 
tions could not be called voluntary, for no man could heſitate, in 
in point of prudence, to pay the full amount of what he would be 
obliged to pay rather than be made to contribute on the valuation of 
income taken from any viſible ſymptoms. I am nat very ſanguine 
of the ſucceſs of voluntary contributions, without ſome ſuch com- 
puliion. From the higheſt to the loweſt of thoſe connected with 
the Government, there has been nv diſpoſition to give up any 
thing: there has been no example to the people of this ſpirit of ſa- 
eri ice. It is not eaſy to encourage individuals in the habits of ac- 
quiſition, and the ſpirit of liberality towards the Government. If 
a Bengal memſhi, or a Chineſe mandarin, were to be informed that 
400: millions had been, lent to the Government by individuals; 
that a race was run by the competitors for the preference ; that men 
contended abour the ſubdiviſion of the portions, and to parcel out 
the parts among a crowd of friends, he would be ready to exclaim, 
O raagnanimous, O invinſible People! Were he again to be told 
that the views which actuated the lenders were ſelfiſh, that their 
pts were uurioes ; that loyalty-loan holders had beſieged their 
- houſe for indemnification for the loſs ſuſtained on a bargain, he would 
exclaim, O wciched, O undone People! It is by addreſſing the 
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the Government can be ſecured ; and how is the credit of the coun- 14 
try to be reſtored to that ſituation which will render it practicable? 1 40 

No diſpoſition to contribute voluntarily has yet been diſplayed 1. 
from the very higheſt to the loweſt ranks in the Adminiſtration of 
Government. While a teller of the Exchequer receives ten or 
twelve thouſand pounds a year by the war, a near relation of that wt | 
perſon contends that no peace ought to be made. But I am told | 
that it is rude, uncourteous, vulgar, to ſuppoſe that ſuch a ſum could 4 
influence the ſentiments of any man. Rude, uncourteous and r +34 if 
vulgar as this is, the Conſtitution is that rude, vulgar fellow, though #0 
the right honourable gentleman will flout and ſcorn thoſe who ſup- | 
poſe motives of this nature. The Conſtitution is jealous of the 
effect of office, and even ſends a man back to his conſtituents who ac- 
cepts a ſituation to which important duties are attached. I have 
high authority therefore in ſuppoſing that ſome biaſs may affect the 
mind where intereſt powerfully prompts a man to ſupport any ſyſtem 
of meaſures. I recollect, that at the end of the American war, 
when I was Secretary to the Treaſury, the noble Marquis, who is 
teller of the Exchequer, wrote a letter to the Commiſſioners of the | 
Treaſury, requeſting that the office might be placed in the reform, 9 
but ſay ing at the ſame time that his conſcience would burn to think 
that he was profiting by the calamities of the country. This offer, 
however, was declined. Now, however, when the public exigen- 
cies ſo ſtrongly demand ſome ſacrifice, I am perſuaded the noble 
Marquis will not only be ready to forego a part of the profits of his 
office, but will bring up all the arrears that burn upon his conſcience 
lince the year 1783. 

Laſt year I took occaſion to ſtate that twenty-four millions would 
be neceſſary for the peace eſtabliſhment of the country, taking the 
average peace eſtabliſhment before the war at ſeventeen millions. 
dince that period ſeven and a half millions of permanent taxes 
have been added, and it will require another million and a half be- 
fore the ſum already expended and due can be provided. Thus 
twenty-ſix millions muſt be raiſed, though peace were immediately 
to take place. When it is conſidered, however, what any new peace 
eſtbliſngment muſt be; when the ſyſtem which is purſued in this 
country is taken into view; when the manner in which Ireland is 
not governed, but ground down and oppreſſed; when the hollow 
and deceitful nature of any peace with the right honourable gen- 
tleman is recollected, no man can think that two millions more, 
making twenty-eight millions, would be an extravagant computa- 
tion as the amount of the permanent peace eſtabliſhment. This 
is a tremendous and awful conſideration ; but if the country is to be 
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faved, we muſt look our ſituation in the face, and make proviſion 
for the utmoſt extent of our difficulties. 

While the Bank continues in its preſent ſtate of dependance on 
the Miniſter, it is impoſſible to hope, however, that public credit 
ean be reſtored, and the funds raiſed. Laſt year much was ſaid in 
the newſpapers about the connection between the right honourable 
gentleman and the Bank. It was ſaid that the banns had been 
forbid. The conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhewed 
that he cultivated the connection on account of the lady's dowry, 
not for the comfort of her ſociety. Art firſt the affair ſeemed to pre. 
ſent the appearance of a penitent ſeduction, but now it has degene. 
rated into a contented prohibition. The country wiſhed to forgive 
the indifcretion, on the hopes of amendment. What has produced 
the infatuation it is not eaſy to conjecture, unleſs the right honour- 
able gentleman had given the old lady love-powder. The heyday 
of the blood was over, but the rankneſs of paſſion has not ſubſided. 


The dear dear deceiver is taken into favour, and the ruin he has the F. 
occalioned is forgotten, tration 
Upon the examination into the affairs of the Bank, the Aanding lieve t 
Committee of correſpondence between the Bank and the Minifter ber ra 
pronounce, that there are ſufficient means to pay all the private debts ſome g 
of the Bank—but the Miniſter interpoſes. Ihe Bank is placed in ders | 
the ſituation of a perſon who can pay and will not. Of all fituations dumb 
none could be more injurious to credit than this. When it is known of M. 
that men are willing to pay, credit ſtretches a great way in favour of purch; 


their ability, but when a perſon is underſtood to be able to pay, and 
will not, the confidence on which credit muſt be founded is 
overthrown. 

The manner in which the laſt report of the Bank Committee 1 
drawn up is likewiſe very curious. It is found there is enough of 
fund to pay the private creditors of the Bank ; but no, ſays the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and elaps his lock and key on their 
coffers. Without meaning any quibble on the name of the honour- 
able Chairman of the Committee, the condu of the right honour- 
able gentleman irreſiſtibly reminds me of an old proverb. The re- 
port of the Committee is very favourable, but ſtill the Bank muſt 
be kept under eonfinement. Brag is a good dog, ſays the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, << but Holdfaſt is a better,” = the Bank 
muſt be kept under the tutorage of the Miniſter till he finds it con- 
venient for himſelf to ſet the Directors at liberty. The. advances 
made by the Bank to Goyernment occafioned the firſt ſtoppage, and 
now three millions are again to be advanced without any {ccurity 
whatever. If the Directors do not inſiſt on ſome ſecurity for their 
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repayment, they will be guilty of a groſs breach of duty, and the 


moſt culpable neglect of the intereſt of their conſtituents. It fcems 


that the Bank is to be the new Temple of Janus—ever ſhut in time 
of war. While war continues we muſt be contented to view the 
meagre paper profile ; nor will we be permitted to contemplate the 
golden buſt till the return of peace. The French Directory are 
thus to have the keys of the Bank, which cannot be opened till they 
grant permiſſion. 

The right honourable gentleman ſays that the French aim their 
attacks againſt the credit of this country, and it is neceſſary to guard 
zpainſt their deſign. The expreſſion of the report is whimſical 
enough. It ſtates that the enemy deſign to attack us © by means 
of our credit.” No, ſays the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I have 
taken care to take that weapon out of your hands; a dangerous wea- 
pon like this I certainly will not leave you to employ. It is ſaid by 
ſome that the conduct of thoſe who oppoſe the Miniſter encourages 
the French; while on the contrary the whole ſyſtem of his Adminiſ- 
tation tends to encourage their deſigns. He has taught them to be- 
leve that he governs the lower claſſes only by coercion, and the up- 
per ranks by corruption. More is done by the language held by 
ſome gentlemen in this Houſe, that it is neceſſary to confine the ſol- 
tiers in barracks, to make them deaf if the people cannot be made 
dumb, than by any conduct, which can be imputed to the oppoſers 
of Miniſters. - By ſhewing that the Miniſter can get no ſupport un- 
purchaſed, the enemy are led to think that there is no public ſpirit in 
the country, that nothing can be done but by jobs, and titles and pen- 
hons, What ean they think of thoſe who come forward under the 
pretence of public ſpirit, when they ſee that every man obtains his 
own private job as the reward of his miniſterial devotion ? They 
fy that diſgrace after diſgrace never diminiſhed his power, that 
every ſucceſſive attack on liberty was defended and ſupported by 
compliant majorities, that every new failure ſerved only to rivet the 
attachment of his ſervile adherents. When they ſee the nation en- 
dure theſe things, can they conceive that it will be found to contain 
much public ſpirit to reſiſt a foreign enemy? Beyond queſtion great 
kerifices muſt be made whoever is Miniſter ; and if the enemy per- 
ſevere in their deſigns, reſiſtance to invaſion muſt be encouraged at 


and continuing in a ſtate of luxury. Should it be neceffary, we 
muſt ſhew that we are ready to ſtrip to the ſkin to maintain our in- 
lependance and our liberties, in the ſame manner as they were com- 


pelled to ſtruggle for their freedom. It is mere cant and deluſiom 


q tak any longer of giving up a part to preſerve the whole, chat. we 


wery hazard. We muſt give up the idea, however, of doing this 
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muſt leave both our liberty and property unmortgaged to poſterity, 
If I am called upon to pay a ſhilling to preſerve, this is intelligible ; 


but if I am called upon twenty times ſucceſſively for my ſhilling, 
it is ridiculous to tell me of giving a part for the preſervation of the 
whole. This will not do; andas a worthy Baronet (Sir W. Pulteney) 
faid on another occaſion, if it is fo often repeated, it comes to be no 
joke. This kind of paradoxical inſult cannot long be endured. It 
will not do to tell us that ſending millions of money to Germany for 
the defence of this country is true economy ; that to lop off the moſt 
valuable of our liberties is to preſerve the Conſtitution ; that not to 
pay its lawful creditors is to ſupport the credit of the Bank ; and to 
introduce a univerſal - diſcloſure of income is to protect property, 
This is the laſt ſtage of ſuch deluſion. The tricks have been too 
often repeated to elude the moſt inattentive obſervation. While 
the affairs of this country continue in the ſame hands, they cannot 
be adminiſtered wiſely or well. The country cannot have confi- 
dence in a ſyſtem always unſucceſsful, now hopeleſs ; and the diſ- 
miſſal of Miniſters muſt be the preliminary ſtep to any vigour of 
ſyſtem, or any proſpect of peace. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, from the tenor of the honourable 
gentleman's ſpeech, he ſhould have conſidered the country was at 
its laſt gaſp; but when he heard him declaiming with ſo many 
lively fallies and ſuch gaiety, he could not ſuppoſe the honourable 
gentleman himſelf entertained ſuch an idea, One thing he was 
glad to hear that ſome of thoſe who objected to the preſent meaſure 
did not deſpair, even ſuppoſing it ſhould be ſet afide. He was 
happy that the credit of the Bank was unimpaired, nor had the cir- 
culation been diminiſhed. Mr. Dundas complimented the learned 
gentleman (Dr. Laurence) on his elaborate ſpeech. When he ſtated 
the ſituation in which this country was brought by the menaces of 
the enemy, and the abſolute neceſſity there was for vigour, in order 
to bring about the defirable object of peace, he brought forward 
what gentlemen on the other fide choſe to keep out of fight, namely, 
the views of the enemy with whom we were contending ; and he 
believed that the learned gentleman (Dr. Laurence) had left an im- 
preſſion on the minds of many by his ſpeech not to be done away 
by the pleaſantries of the honourable gentleman. He had no hefi- 
tation in declaring, that if ever there was a meaſure which of all 
others deſerved moſt approbation, and was likely to bring the coun- 
try out of its diſtreſs, it was the preſent. Our ſtrength as a nation 
was but little diminiſhed. Could any man ſuppoſe, that the wealth 
of this country was leſs now than at the beginning of the wat 
when he looked at our commerce ? There was in this country eve!) 
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criterion of wealth; the increaſed value of land, the number of 
public and private works undertaken, &e. confirmed this. The 
riches of the country were now in full vigour ; and were the coun- 
try forced to yield to an imperious enemy, it would be with its 
ſources of wealth unimpaired. It was highly worthy of the wiſ- 
dom of that Houſe to conſider well if any meaſure could be adopted 1 
by which the reſources of the country could be called forth, without 1 
having the effect materially to depreciate the value of the funds. + 
The preſent, he conſidered to be a meaſure of that fort. With re- wo”: 
card to the funded ſyſtem, he conſidered that had it not taken place, 9] 
the glory of this country could never have been raiſed to its preſent 
Leight. But it was commendable to moderate that ſyſtem, by raifing 
tie ſupply partly in one way and partly in another; and by this 
rlan a proviſion was made for the extinction of the capital. By 
this means our enemies would learn that this country had within it- 
ſelf the means of railing ſupplies to prevent ſuch an addition to the 
capital debt, and alſo to provide, after peace, for a reduction of that 
debt. We ſhould endeavour that all the various orders of ſociety 
ſhould bear their parts: we all enjoyed the advantages, we ſhould 
equally bear the burdens. If it was in our power, however, by 
any modification, to exempt the pooreſt and loweſt orders, we ought 816 
to do it. | ie 
It was important in another point of view We were engaged | | F 
in a great ſtruggle, which, he truſted, would not be a long one; for #1 6 
if it ever came to the queſtion of a deſcent upon our iſland, it muſt e 
ſoon come to a criſis. | 
He contended that if ever the objects of the enemy were ſhort of 
the deſtruction of all that is dear to us, ſtill the meaſure would be 7 f 
neceſſary, and even, if poſſible, more ſo, ſuppoſe their object was to wry 
deſiroy our credit. This would be an additional reaſon with him "F 
for urging the meaſure, and for raiſing that portion of the ſupply in 
e manner propoſed by the bill. Should the enemy be deſperate 
enough to carry their threats into execution, the ſtruggle, he was 
eonfident, would not be long. If the attempt ſhould not be made, 
but their bravadoes ſuffered to die away, even then, he conceived 
the meaſure of raiſing the ſupplies within the year to be neceſſary. 
Great ſacrifices were undoubtedly to be made ; but gentlemen ſhould 
Al bear in mind the magnitude of the object. It was to prevent the 
capital of the national debt from being too unwieldy for the opera- 
uon of the finking fund. The ſalutary conſequences of ſuch a 
n mode of finance were obvious : on the return of peace the capital 
would be found in ſuch a Rate, as that, in a few years, by the ope= 


ation of the ſinking fund, the Miniſter of the day would have the 
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very agreeable proſpect of being able to take off from, inſtead ot 
being obliged to add to, the burdens of the people. This was 2 
proceeding which his right honourable friend, in conſequence of his 
judicious financial management, had been able to carry into effect a 
ſhort time previous to the commencement of the preſent war,— 
And here he muſt be allowed to dwell a little on a circumſtance 
which reflected the greateſt credit on the financial character of lis 
right honourable friend. Gentlemen at the oppoſite fide of tlie 
Houſe, when they exerted themſelves to draw an unfavourable pic. 
ture of the preſent tate of the finances of the country, uniformly 
compared them with the ſtate they were in in 1792, or a ſhort time 
previous to the commencement of the war; but who exalted the 
finances to their then unparalleled ſtate of proſperity ? Certainlv ls 
right honourable friend. That this affertion was true would be 
ſeen by a compariſon of the ſtate of the finances in 1792 and in 
1783, after the cloſe of the American war, and ven his right ho- 
nourable friend fir came into office. He well remembered tic 
grievous complaints which were then made of the ſtate of the 
finances, the declarations reſpecting their being ruined, and that no 
hopes were to be entertained of their revival. He requeſied gen- 
tlemen to compare their deplorable ſtate at that period with the con- 
feſſedly exalted and proſperous fituation in which they were in 
1792, and the ſuperiority of his right honourable friend's {kill an! 
abilities as a financier would appear beyond controverſy —Their 
unprecedented improvement was ſolely to be attributed to him. 
When he conſidered this, and recollected at the ſame time the re- 
cent language of ſome gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe— 
their inveQives and aſſertions reſpecting his right honourable friends 
adminiſtration of the finances, he muſt certainly infer, that the 
gentlemen either did not expreſs their real ſentiments, or-that they 
did not underſtand the tubjet— No ſerious alarm was therefore t0 
be entertained from their comments on that head. He was conh- 
dent the reſult would prove the wiſdom and propricty of the right 
honourable gentleman's financial conduct. 

With reſpe& to the more immediate ſubject of debate, much 
had been faid, he obſerved, reſpecting pledges given to ſupport or '0 
oppoſe the meaſure ; on thoſe he would not expatiate—but would 
notice the project which had been recently ſuggeſted by a learned 
gentleman, with the intent of rendering the preſent meaſure un- 
neceſſary----whatever partiality that honourable gentleman migtt 
have to a darling offspring, he had little heſitation in ſaying, that it 
would be found, on examination, liable to all the objeaions of that 
now under diſcuſſion---and with reſpect to its details---if that part 
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of it was left out, which went to impoſe a tax upon transfers of the 
fands, much leſs would be produced by the learned gentleman's 
plan, than by the bill in queſtion. He would requeſt gentlemen 
fairly to ſpeak out and ſay, if they could reconcile their minds to a 
tax upon the funds? He did not ſay whether ſuch a meaſure would 
be right or wrong; but what would gentlemen ſay as to the pro- 
bability of ſuch a proceeding * He would aſk for the opinion of 
any candid man as to the propriety of a tax upon funded property, 
keeping in mind at the fame time the neceſſity of. raifing part of 
the ſupplies within the year. It would be weak and fooliſh indeed, 
to aſide the preſent plan, as moſt probably, after an inveſtigation, 
fe project alluded to would be found impracticable. In ſuch caſe 
alth*ir lubour would be lot ; and this reafn would apply againſt 
other plans that might be ſuageſted. Proeraſtinations muſt enſue of 
curſe, and the reſult would be, that Government would be left 
$1910ut a Willing to pay the army and the navy, It was ſix weeks 
knee the ſirſt introduttion of the preſent bill; it had undergone 
repeated di ſeuſſions; had been modified ſo as to make it palatable 
„ all rational perſons ; it was matured ſo as to be rendered prac- 
table; and having gone through all this fry erdeal, was it to be 
teliaquiched for every crude, indigeſted, and perhaps impraQicable 
pan, „ hieh any honourable gentleman night think proper to ſug- 
geſt; the good ſenſe of the Houte, he was confident, would make 
tie option oa that point, Wich reſyeR to the idea of an honour- 
222 member of recurring to the uſual mode of loan for raifing the 
tupply, as well as fome collateral points ſuggeſted by him, he 
wowed his candour in fairly fpeaking out on the ſubject. His idea 
0: retrenchument was certainly a very good one, and it had been in 
contemplation of Minittcrs for ſome time. It was alſo ſtrongly 
roOmmented by a reſpectable Committee of that Houſe, and ſome 
bike mexſures were about to be adopted. on that head. He could 
not, however, fo fully agree with lim as to his idea of raifing the 
lwply by means of voluntary contributions. He was not ſanguine 
9223} to think it could be done; however, it may be conſidered 
s an auxiliary to the bill; and by the operation of one of its 
chuſes, he doubted nut but a conſiderable ſum of money would be 
Otaincd in that way. He had alſo to contend againſt the honoura- 
die gentleman with reſpc& to the tate of our military defence, and 
o inſiſt, that a ſtrong and powerful military eſtabliſnment was in 
bound and experienced policy to be conſidered as a means of obtain- 
nan honourable peace. This laſt point indeed had been already 
fy debated, and recognized by Parliament without a difſentient 
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the conduct of Miniiters with reſpect to the Bank. That queſtion 
too, had already been amply diſcuſſed laſt ſeſſion; and ſubſequent 
events had proved how little founded were the conjectures of gen- 
tlemen oppotice, as to any ill effect ariſing from thoſe meaſures, 
The condud of Miniſters had the approbation of the monied nen 
in the city, of thoſe who moſt frequently accommodated Govern. 
ment with loans. Would any gentleman ſay, that if the reftric- 
tion was taken off, a loan could be had on better terms ? that in- 
deed would be ſome reaſon for ſuch a ſtep ; but by all he could cel. 
lect, it would be the reverſe. The beſt-· informed monied men were 
decidedly in favour of the preſent meaſure. 

Mr. Dundas then adverted generally to the conduct of the op. 
poſition in ſeceding from their parliamentary dutics ; and on this he 
commented with great ability. Paſſing from this ſubject to thor 
more immediately before the Houfe, he obſerved, that one of the 
principal objections which ſeemed to be offered againſt the bill was, 
that it was entruſting large ſums of money to thoſe who laviſhly 
ſquandered what had paſſed through their hands before. This 
clearly was no argument againſt the meaſure, whatever it miglit be 
againſt the men who propoſcd it: And here he entered into a gene- 
ral vindication of the conduct of Miniſters ; and in this part of his 
ſpeech he made ſeveral alluſions to the language held by gentlemen 
on the ſide of oppoſition. Some gentlemen on that fide of the quel- 
tion ſeemed zealouſly to with for the appointment of a rigltt bo- 
nourable gentleman to the head of affairs; and they alſo ſeeme to 
be warmly attached to the cauſe of radical reform; but were they 
aſſured that even that right honourable gentleman was prepared to 
carry all his plans of reform into effect? A noble friend of his, in 
the carly part of the evening, had fo ably expatiated on thoſe points, 
and on the neceſſity of ſome explanations, that it was unneceffary ta 
comment fariher upon that head, Ancther queſtion alſo aroſe. 
Were gentlemen aſſured that the public were heartily diſpoſed to 
reccive that right honourable gentleman as Miniſter ? There had 
been of late many rumours of miniſterial removals—changes wer? 
ſaid to have been in contemplation—a great body of Members were 
faid to have been deſirous of them, and a noble lord was talked of 
as a proper head of adminiſtration. Now what would the ad- 
herents of the right honourable gentleman ſay to this; that at the 
very moment when they held out their champion as the only perſon 
capable of retrieving the affairs of the nation, the great body of 
members alluded to, who had attempted to effe a change cf Mi- 
niſtry, had actually excluded the right honourable gentleman from 
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any ſhare in their propoſed Adminiſtration.“ He was happy, how- 
«ver, to hear, that the right honourable gentleman's expreſſions re- 


It may not be improper to obſerve that the right honourable Secre- 
tary, in this part of his ſpeech app-ars to allude to an 1ntereſting letter 
which had recently appeared in the publick prints, from the Earl of Moira 
to Colonel W Mahon, without, we apprehend, the noble Earl's privity, 
and of which the following is a copy: 


cCOYY OF A LETTER FROM EARL MOIRA TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 
NM MAHON, 


My dear Colanel, Darrington, June 15, 1797. 
he information which you have given to me of the reports circulatin 
with regard to the late political negotiations, is in one reſpect material. It 
confirms a ſuſpicion which had occurred to me chat it was an object to have 
me thoug'1t diſpoſed towards ſuch a coalition: And the Oracle, which I 
had not ſeen betore you tranſmitted it, exceedingly ſtrengthened the ſup- 
poſition. If I have left room for thoſe erroneous ſtatements by not pro- 
claiming to all the world the arrangements that were in view, it did not pro- 
reed from my not having taken a preciſe and deſined line; ſtill lefs did it 
ariſe from any notion of advantage in corcea/ment ; for the gentlemen with 
whom I conferred had not any purpoſe which they wiſhed to Gitgaife; and 
I frongly urged them not to give any app-arance of intrigue tu the buũneſs 
by any affectation of ſecrecy. Indeed, I know that ſome of them declared 
their intentions very openly to the perſons me:ſt concerned, the Mimffers ; 
which, perhaps, has facilitated the attempt of throwing a colour of collu- 
ſton on the plan. My ſole reaſon for not talking more openly on what 
was in contemplation was, that I hat declined being a principal mover in 
the buſineſs, and that I thought it would have been an air of vanity if I 
proclaimed the flattering recurrence of ſo many reſpectable characters to 
me. It was before Eater that ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
wot thaſe who ujed to meet at Sir John Sinclair's, ſent to alk for an opportu- 
nity of convecſhog with me on political topics. When we met, they ſaid 
that a conſide: able number of dh indipendent Members, who had hitherto 
voted wich A, rmtmPfration, ſaw with exceilive alarm the diſficulties iuto 
which the country had been plunged, and which could not hut incieaſe 
rapidly, unleſs an adequate remedy wee immediately applied. They 
added, that they had reflect-d on tie nature of that edv, and were 
convince? that a change ut Miniſtry inſt be the firlt ſtep towards it; in 
cxreguence of which they had commune together, and had determined 
to ux their confidence ppon me. de then requeſted that 1 would en- 
dea vont. on the aſſarance of their ſupport, to form an adminiſtration on 
the prine iples of excluding perſons who had ga either hne made them- 
ſelves obnoxious ta the public. As T ſaw the dangers of the country in the 
fame Ihe that they did, ad beli-ved that nothing could diſpel them but 
the c 1, forth the gentrol eomfillence of te nation, I could not diſſent 
fro at wrrecry of their plan: The execution of it, owever, I deemed 
imprAe e; I ftated to chem the imontbility of their overpowering 
the gehe rents of Loth Mr. Fit and Mr. Fox: On which account I ſtrenu- 
oull - r-commended that they thouid attempt to form with Mr. Fox's party 
an all:»1ce that might be ſati, factorv to tumſelves and to the country; 
by diſcalſing, and, when accepted, r dueing to ſtrict engagement, the ex- 
tent of — 56 which Mr. Fox when brought into office by them would 
propoſe, The gentlemen ſaid, that many of their friends had taken ſo 
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ſpecting radical reform had been commented on in his preſence, 1; 
it afforded him a regular opportunity of fully explaining them, 


ſtrong a part againſt Mr, Fox, and others had ſuch a prejudice again hin, 
that they had not any hope of bringing my propotitiua to bear with them, 
I repeated my reaſoning as carncitly as poſſible, and prevailed upon thoſe 
gentlemen to ſay they would recommend the ſug geſtion to the contideratcg 
of their comrades, I preiſed the counſcl upon many of them indiwiduahy 
afterwards; and I went out of town. Public matters growing ore 
gloomy in their aſpect every day, I received letters from ſome vi thoſe 
gentiemen containing ſuch remonftrances on my abſence, that I roturnes 
directly to London. the perſons with whom I had before coricrred 


9 


F - R @©2 i * 7 91282 © * "yy „ S © » * 
came to me us then heard was arrived, I hey told m: che re Pugs 

* . 3 1 ba 1 4 3 1 3 25 . : ; Rem 8 . 3 * * 
nance of their part; to lr. Fox was in- incible; but that a ſenſe of the 


extreme peril to which the tote vas expo, Lun become fo general, as to 

make it clear, that a maj*ricy of the houſe of Cummons would be fera 

new Adminiſtration; and they produced a -ry / 

bers, containing men of the greateſt weight in t 
7 


that I ſhould itand at their head. I explain»: 


2 8 745 ix. lced, of AM, 
he country, who wiſhed 
o the gentle that to 
make myſelf the chief of a party would no more ſult me twan it would 
become them to enroll themſelves under me tliat rhon hi muſt b. Joctere 
very highly as being thought by ſuch perſonages equal tu the unten 
affairs in ſo formidable a erifis, the firuation to which he deſtinad 

moſt ineligible for me that | woul!, notwilhſtan eng, not rin 


3 * 


if my acceptance of it would be regarded by bis Nair * 
duty, and by the public as an act of zeal— that to enſure ſuc. 


tion, I muſt not enter into anx managenent or inngue; b 1,44 48 
buſineſs muſt be done by their open and male declaration of 1 y 
- 8 1 5 . P . 7 1 mg : 

thought neceſſary for the put lic intercit in ſuch an -xipency. 1 ful, at 
Mr. Fox obtained information of the ſentiments fte gentlem „ 11d 
/ 


thence, a that olewas. 4 difinierefecineſs, and hou «MN 16 7 lis #6 10::66 
<velfare, «xhich guides all his aft ane, determined by the facrifice of his 40 
pretenſions to remove every obitacle from an arrangement which he thought 
might be produ+*ive of good to the c. untry, This ſtep did indeed ap- 

ar to forward the views of the independent Members: For it ſeemed te 
call upon Miniſters to ſhew an equal degree of public ſpirit, and to 
retire fr. m ſtations which they could no longer fill wich benefit to 
the empir:. I/ was urge that they felt it ſo: Ani on that ſupn'e 
ſition the independent Members made a more pointed application to me. 


Fitherto, nobody has been deſignated for any particular office but dir 
William Polieney, The gentlemen had ſaid that he u as the p-rion whom 
they mould he moſt gratified in ſeeing Chancell -r of the xchequer: nd 
I had profeſſed to them and to him that there was nut any perſon with 
whom I could act more confidently, From what I have mentioned, how- 
ever, you will ſce that it was not in the contemplation of my trienc's to 
have an Adminiſtration formed by a junction with the maj..ruy of ihe 

reſent Cabinet. One perſon, indeed, had obſerved to me, that, ! 
Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville were diſplaced, the reqzzainder cf the Cabinet 
would ſuit my purpoſes as well as any men that 1 could find: Eut I di- 
realy met that ſuggeſtion, by a declaration, that nothing could induce 
me to go into of ce upon terms of that nature, Ihe intro-lactio!; of Lord 
Thurlow, Sir William Pulteney, and myſclf into that Cabinet, c ul not 
2 the Public of a chA NE or sxs TPM: And it was neceſſary that in 
the very outſet, the confidence of the Public ſhould attach itſelf to our 
principles; I would therefore have nothing equivocal, Without meaning 
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An honourable gentleman had dwelt on the circumſtance of the 
creations of Peers—on a charge of ſending money out of the coun- 


70 proſcribe individuals, there are certain points with which one muſt not 
palier. I carnit ever fit in a Cabinet with the Duke of Portland. He ap- 
d 15 Me ty have . Nee 1 79 the Conliteion, aud to the eſtimation 0 

pe 4 


the 11. hor ra: AS itt this Cul mIry, than any Mai On the foluical tage. By his 
Un) = with Mr. Pitt, he has given it to be underſtood by the people, that 
either all the conſtitutional changes v nich he and lis friends for fo many 
years ur Cc againſt Mr. Pitt were groundleſs, or that being ſolid, there 
was no difiicuity in waving them awher a convenient partition of power and 


emdluments avas proved, In cither cafe the people mull infer that the 
comlitutional principle witch can be fo played with, is unimportant; and 


that Parlia nenatary profetfions are no f curity. Were I to connect myſelf 
with the Duke of Prin, 1 mull incur the imputation of ſimilar laxity; 
and 1 maſt ter ly forieit any clam to a coandence, without which I 
could net be oi any uſe when not! ing but the hope of being of uſe could 
make me for a moment liſten to a propotal tur undertaking office, My 
a O vas 19 proce fire , get r of 21 auß had been acting ix concert 
with Mr. Fox: And it was gh ih ls ' 1 * 1-5 which he had taken was 
generouſly intended to hans them at lite is join as unconnected indi- 
viduals in ane Admin treten. In tius mu frizn-ls, of whom not one 
aimed at office, entirely concur, frying, that if I continued reſponſible 
to them for meaſures, 1 ng tale wie men 1 choſe, Thoſe meaſures 
had been re dily adjuſted Leiweon nt for when | detailed to thoſe gentle- 
men the plan on which alone 7 would undertake the management of affairs, 
we found that our ſentiments av cog heile. Thad ſtated that I muſt 
decline coming in, unleſs His Moyety ne. gracioufly conſent to theſe 
three conditions.. I. erent our 7 % Peace he tranguilli- 
ratizn of Ireland by a ;uft ani tt: n ieren un, a full diſ- 
cla e t5 the Nation as 1) fÞe eben! 7 f 2ur | vat Ziſliculcics, in order 10 juf- 
Ky the call for thoſe heavy contributions that would be requiſite to re- 
eſtabliſh credit. Of my friends, 5 demanie!l this condition: That no 
removals ſhould be made in tho | onlehold, Poſt-Office, Mint, or any 
other department not immediately connected with Viniteril function. 
To this they moſt teadily aſſentedl. y view was, * pr ffs that I would 
wot form to myſelf a parts; and that, 15 1 had merely from the critical ſitu- 
ation of public affairs conſented to nr deriake a butinets foreign to the line 
of life v ich I had propoſed to myſet:, 3 ſhould conſider it a fortunate re- 
leaſe whenſoever His Majeſty or Parliamert mould think ſome other per- 
fon fitter for the ſtation. With the meaſures by which the change of Ad- 
miniſtration was to be brought about, I was to have no concern, The 
ſentiment of the independent Members was indeed ſubmitted through me, 
a ſome channel was neceſſary for the tranſniſi on of their joint opinions. 
But in this I took no farther part. In purſuaace of my ſyſtem I declined 
remaining in London; I-t- from conitant communications, the matter 
ſhould degenerate into political intrigue. TI have given you this long de- 
tail that you may be empowered to contradict any miſtatement that you 
hear: 1nd you are perfectly welcome ſo ſhew this letter to any reſtectable man 
ef any party; as there was not a point throughout the buſineſs, which I, 
or any of thoſe with whom J conferred, need cuiſb ts conceal, Not a ſingle 
man of thoſe who aſſured me of their ſupport ever hinted at a private ob- 
ct, much leſs ſuggeſted any thing like a condition, You ſay that Mr. 
Seridan has been traduced as wiſhing to abandon Mr. Fox, and to pro- 
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try a ſuppoſed violation of the Appropriation act. But he yl 


aſk, why the honourable gentleman and his friends had al;ienteg 


mote a new Adminiſtration, I had accidentally a converſztion with that 
gentleman at the Houſe of Lords, I remonſtrated ſtrengly with him aan 
a principle which I heard Mr. Fox's friends intended to lay down, ram ly, 
that they would ſupport a new \dminiftration, but that not avy nen 
would take part in it. I folemnly declare upon my honour, that cod 


not ſhake Mr. Sheridan's aſſertion of the propriety of that determination, | 


He ſaid that he and Mr. Fox's other friends, as well as Mr. Fox bim , 
would give the moſt energetic ſupport to ſuch an Adininiſtration as was in 
contemplation ; but that their acceptance of office would appear an cuui- 
eſcence under the 1njuſtice of the interdict ſuppoſed to be tixed upon Ar. 
Fox. I did not, and never can, admit the. fairneſs of that argument. Put 
I gained nothing upon Mr. Sheridan; to whoſe uprightneſs in that relyect 
I can therefore $a the moſt deciſive teſtimony, Indeed, I am aſhamed 
of offering teſtimony where ſuſpicion ought not to be conceived, Inf. 
der the whole of this political negotiation as completely extinct; an feeling 
my eſcape from a hazardous and unpleaſant ſituation, I enjoy the con'ci- 
ouſneſs of not having ſhrunk in an unmanly manner from any reſponſibility 
in a Caſe where it was thought I might be uſeful to the Community. 
Adicu, my dear Sir. Believe me faithfully yours, 
Calanel M* Mahon. (Signed) MOIRA\,* 


The foregoing letter not having been intended for the Public, is no- 


ſo full and explicit as might have been wiſhed, That the negotiation origi- 
nated with the Miniſters themſelves there is now no doubt. The ſituation 
of affairs was, at that time, ſuch as to fill them with juſt apprehenſion tor 
their political ſituation. Lord Duncan had not then deſtroyed the waval 
power of the Dutch; and they judged that the French Directory would 
not ſeriouſly enter into any negotiation for peace with the Government of 
this country while the preſent Miniſters continued in the Adminiſtration 
of it. A ſcheme was therefore formed (it 18 ſaid by the Lord C———r) 
by which, though a nominal change would take place in two or three of 
the principal departments, moſt of thoſe perſons who held very Jaciative 
appointments, would be ſuffered to continue in office. To effect this, 
and at the ſame time exclude Mr. Fox and his party from the new arrange- 
ment, a meeting was called at Sir W. P 's, chiefly of thoſe Mem- 
bers whom Mr. Secretary D had brought into Parliament, and a 
few of the independent and unconneRed part of the Houſe, —it was there 
propoſed that Mr. Pitt ſhould retire loaded with honours, and that an ap. 
plication ſhould be made to the King to call to his ſervice what was termed 
the neutral body ;—men, who, though they diſapproved the war, Had not 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by an unqualified and active oppoſition, To this 
end, the perſons recommended, were the Duke of N — d, for the 
Treaſury, Sir W. P. for the Exchequer, Lord Th w for the Prei- 
dency of the Council, and the Earl of M— a for Secretary of State, and 
War-Miniſter. The plan was approved, and it is ſaid that a letter was 
written by the Royal Hand to the noble Duke ; but his Grace pleading 
ill health, Lord M a and Sir W. P. were deſired to prepare à new 
arrangement for the Royal conſideration, at the head of which Lord M. 
was himſelf to ſtand. The ſalvation of Ireland, the ſtate of the finances, 
and the reſtoration of peace, were objects of ſuch importance as to induce 


the noble Lord to conſent to this meaſure; but poſlefling too much tirmne®s 
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themſelves from Parliament? He would aſk, where was a viola- 
tion of the Appropriation act to be complained of but in that 
Houſe f Where was the charge of illegally ſending money out of 
the country, but in that Houſe ? Would he deny that the nomination 
to the peerage conſtitutionally veſied in the crown ? "The honourable 
gentleman ſhould have brought forward thoſe topics in Parliament; 
they never experienced any re}uctance in that Houſe to diſcuſs them. 
With reſpect to the general conduct of the war, he would aſſert, 
that at no former period did glory fo uniformly attach to the Britiſh 
arms as during the preſent. No charge on the ſcore of ill ſucceſs 
was to be attributed to Miniſters. "The Weſt-Indian operations 
were loudly inveighed againſt by gentlemen ; but of this he 
would obſerve, that while they were in contemplation, and the pre- 
parations for them were no ſecret, gentlemen did not advance a 
ſingle objection. The plan of operations in that quarter was ap- 
proved of by the Weſt-India proprietors ; they knew that offenſive 
operations, at that time, were the beſt means of preſerving our own 
iſlands. Recurring again to the particular ſubje& of diſcuſſion, he 
contended, that the meaſure was as politic as it was neceſſary; and 
the propriety of ſtrengthening the hands of Government againſt the 
aggreſſion and arrogance of France, was very ably enforced in a 
pamphlet which had recently fallen into his hands. It proved, he 
obſerved, how little France was to be truſted. It was written in 
America, where the rclative fituation of the two countries was of 
ate much diſcufled. The tract was written by a Mr. Harper, as an 
addreſs to his conſtituents.* He ſtrongly and fucceſsfully recom- 


and integrity to ſuit the purpoſes of thoſe by whom the ſcheme was origi- 
nally fabricated, the project fell to the ground. He had probably no great 
wiſh or intention to make very extenſive changes, but inſiſted on having a 
majority in the Cabinet; and even, it is ſaid, ſuggeſted the grand idea of 
prepofing to Mr. Fox to uniertake the negotiation of peace, by going Ambaſſador 
© Paris, It is not known that Mr. Fox would have acceded ; but the pro- 
potion was more than ſufficient to defeat all the noble Lord's good in- 
teutions.— His Royal Maſter, the next time his Lordſhip attended the Le- 
dee, very graciouſly adviſed him 20 go into the country for the reſtoration of 
bi health ;—and his Miniſters now gravely affect to know nothing of the 
negotiation!— | ] 
Ev1ToOR, 


* & Shovld any aſk, what are theſacrifices we muſt incur by a war, and 


What are our means of becoming formidable to France? I would anſwer 
that, as to ſacrifices, the greateit we can make is that of our rights and 
MNependence; that war is an evil always to be avoided, but infinitely leſs 
— national degradation, and ſubmiſſion to the will of a foreign power; 
every 2 loſs of property ang lives, may be repaired by time and 
uduſtry, if we preſerve our honour and our government; but that theſe, 
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mended the neceſſity of taking ſtrong and vigorous meaſures to pre- 
ſerve the independence of the country. It went to lay down plans 
how that country could become formidable to France; and ob- 
ſerves, that in the event of war, the loſs of property and lives may 
be repaired by time and induſtry, fo the honour of the country waz 
preſerved ; but that once fofeited, it was never to be regained, 
Mr. TIERNEY aid Ks roſe to make a few obſervations on 
ſome of the uncandid ffatements, in the latter part of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's ſpeech ; and it was to Miniſters themſelves 
that he could trace thoſe mifrepreſentations concerning his right 
honourable friend. Well, indeed, might they be alarmed, when 
they found that a large body of Members in that Houſe bad 
formed a deſign of removing them from their ſituations, and thai 
an ill opinion had been univerſally entertained of their meaſures, 
Therefore it became neceſſary to blacken the character of that man 
who was the moſt likely to be placed at the kead of thoſe who ſhould 
ſucceed them. The ſame alarming expreſſions which lately fel 
from his right honourable friend had formerly been uſed to as gte: 
an extent by a right honourable gentleman oppolite him, (Mr. Pin, 
and alſo by the late Lord Camelford. He would leave it to lis 
right honourable friend to explain what he meant by that alarmiag 
expreſſion, and proceed to ſtate to the Houſe in what manner be 
himfelf underſtood it. By a radical reform, then, he meant tl: 
kind of reform out of which muſt grew the means of deſtroying al! 
the abuſes and corruptions which deformed the Conſtitution of this 
country. He meant, by a radical reform, to give to every inhabi- 
tant houſcholder of Great Britain the right of voting for a Member 
of Parliament, and that new Parliaments ſhould be more frequent 
than they were at preſent. He meant to take away from private 
individuals the power of nominating Members of Parliament. 
This was an object which he had long purſued ; and if any thing 
was wanting to ſtrengthen his zeal on that occaſion, it was he cm: 
duct uniformly purſued by His Majeſty's preſent Adminiſtration. 
There was another reform, without which it will be impoſſible for 
the Houſe of Commons ever to preſerve its independence, and thut 
was the putting a ſtop to the unlimited creation of Peers. 


mention one which was more glaring than the reſt. A gentlema!, 


once loſt, can never be reſtored—In fine, that a nation which weighs it 
purſe againſt its rights, never fails, in the end, to loſe both the one and id 
other.“ 


2 


Among 
the various abuſes of this kind that at preſent exiſted, he would 


certainly of amiable manners, high character and reſpeRability 
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did lately obtain a Peerage ; but although he poſſeſſed every quality 
which might enable him to fill that rank with honour, he was not 1 
in that walk in which he might be ſuppoſed to have an opportunity 8 
of being catitled to ſuch an honour. He had not merited a Peerage $0 
either by his ſervices in the army or the navy, nor by any eminent We 
diſplay of ability at the bar. But the ſervices which he performed | 


for Government were, thoſe of having ſpent 5 0,000]. for four ſeats f 

in the Houſe of Commons, which were then filled by the Miniſter's 1 
friends, and three of theſe were gentlemen who held offices under [1438 
Government—all of whom this new Peer had nominated to their 2/418 
ſeats. If it was necefſary, he could prove the fad at the bar of 19 
that Houſe. After ſuch an inſtance of corruption, let any gentle- 1 
man anſwer him, and ſay, was it too much to aſk for a radical re- N 


form? The right honourable gentleman ſpuke with exultation a 
about the prophecies concerning the Bank not being fulfilled ; but 
he would aſk him, what was it that gave eredit to bank notes, but 
the aſſociation of monied men in the city, who had agreed to take 
them inſtead of each, and who had it allo in their power to deſtroy 
the ſame, by refuſing them. Bat if ever a panic ſhould ſeize on 
the country, it would hee ſeen what value was attached to bank notes. 
It was alſo a breach of national faith to pay to the ſtockholder his 
dividend in paper. With reſpect to the neceſſity of the preſent 
bill, it ouglit to appear that the advantages ariſing from it would be 
greater than the injury that would entue to the country from the 
depreciation of the funds in cafe of the whole of the ſupplies being 
raiſed by a loan. He was ſure that Mr. Pitt could with eaſe pro- 
cure a loan of twenty millions. But becauſe the perſon who held 
ſtock ſince the year 1792, loſt by the depreci2'ioa of the funds 
about half his property, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in ten— N 

erneſs to him, muſt alſo take aw ay 1-1 oth of lus income; whereas | 
„ would be leſs injurious to him to take a certain portion of his 
ek. It was ſingular that the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould 
al at once abandon the funding ſyſtem, at a time when its con- 
tinuance was fo neceſſary to the preſervation of his own country; 
after having ſo lately as eight months ago invited the empire to have 
a loan funded here; and having funded another loan tor Ireland. 
If ever there was a war, the expence of which ought t be borne by 
poſterity, it was the preſent ; which was ſaid to be tor vie preſerva— 
tion of that which was to be enjoyed by future generations. It was 
impoſſible to prevent the bill itſelf from having a partial and unjuſt 
operation. The ratio was ſo capricious and uncertain, that the eir- 
cumſtance of a man having a filver watch, or not having one, might 
make a difference of gol. i in the tax he was to pay tv Government. 
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And it was ſtill more unjuſt by not going above a certain rank, ſo 
that the burden on ſuch a man as the Marquis of Buckingham, 
would be trifling when compared with his immenſe income. And 
no man could have a greater intereſt in the preſervation of good 
order, religion, laws, and liberty, than ſuch perſons as he; and the 
royal family ſtill more than any, although they paid no tax at all, 
Another inſtance of injuſtice in the bill was, that if from the eva- 
ſions and roguery of ſome perſons, it ſhould fail in its effect, then 
the deficiency was to be made up by thoſe who acted honeſtly and 
fairly. A minor could not pay his due proportion ; and men's 
families were to be taxcd after their death, which was a ſpecies of 
cruelty that would be ſeverely felt by many gentecl families. His 
objections againſt all the clauſes and amendments were equally 
ſtrong, becauſe they went againſt the principle of the bill itſelf. He 
ſaw no reaſon why phyficians' carriages ſhould be exempted. In 
ſhort, there was no way of making the tax equal, but bv laying a 
per centage on people's incomes. There was no point of, view, 
however, in which the bill appeared more alarming than in the effect 
it was likcly to have in abridging all the other ſources of the reve- 
nue. Retrenchments in articles of confumption and luxury would 
every day begin to take place, when men ſhould be driven to it by 
the preſſure of the bill. There were many appendages which gen- 
tlemen could do without, but which, from pride, and a defirc of 
making that appearance in the world, without which they might be 
pointed at as perſons of an inferior conditian, they were not able to 
lay aſide. But the moment that pride was deſtroyed - the moment 
that gentlemen were driven to fcelution and economy that moment 
the ſource of revenue was gone. It would preſs peculiarly hard, as 
an honourable gentleman had obſerved the other night, upon Ma- 
giſtrates of limited income, who would now be obliged to quit their 
family ſeats, which they had inhabited many years with credit 
to themſelves and the eſtcem of the neighbourhood, to reſide in 
towns. Did they conſider how this would degrade the Magiltracy* 
Nor would clergymen be exempt from the ſame difficulty. The 
man of {mall eſtate alſo, who by prudence and economy was able to 
educate his children in a ſuperior ſtyle, and once in eight or nine 
years indulge himſelf with a journey to London, would fall a com- 
plete ſacrifice to this meaſure : for he would not only be obliged to 
renounce all his pleaſures and amuſements, but if he had not ready 
money by him for the payment to the collector, he muſt mortgage 
his eſtate ; and then where would he provide money, unleſs he 
availed himſelf of a clauſe in the bill, and get it from his tenants 
Such men, however, were frequently very proud; but though thei! 
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pride was of the higheſt, it was of the nobleſt nature, inaſmuch as 
it ſtruggled ſecretly with difficulties to ſupport a decent appearance, 
and preſerve the reſpect and eſteem of their pariſhioners. Did the 
right honourable gentleman then, consider the pangs which he 
would give toſuch a man by the operation of this bill? He would 
not be able to portion off his daughter to any reſpectable perſon in 
the neighbourhood : and though he might ſwear off, it was the moſt 
probable to ſuppoſe, that of all things his delicate pride would moſt 
revolt from a declaration of the amount of his aQual property and 
income, as he might previouſly have excited jealouſy among ſome of 
his pariſhioners, yet he would find himſelf driven to ſuch a decla- 
ration. Becauſe it did not ſuit the right honourable gentleman to 
fund ſeven millions, | Mr. Tierney computed them only at five 
millions | ſo many people were to be ſubjected to theſe ditnculties ; 
and if a man ſhould get married, and compound with his creditors 
to pay them annually a tenth part of his income, he would not be 
able to fulfil his contract. Yet if he paid the collectors in prefer- 
ence, he believed there was no man who would not pronounce him 
guilty of a groſs and deliberate fraud, When His Majetiv came 
to the Throne, he eſtabliſhed the independence of the Judges by 
increaſing their ſalaries, and making their places permanent; but a 
Puiſne Judge, who might not be formed to make a conſpicuous cha- 
racter at the bar, ciſe the acceptance of his office might be beneath 
his profits, although he muſt poſſeſs a good honeſt charaGer, have 
a ſoundneſs in the law, and a tolerable ſcope of intelleA, would be 
obliged to go in pomp and parade at the aſſizes at his own expence, 
and without any of the exemptions of the aſſeſſments, while the 
Sheriffs, who were commonly men of large*fortunes, were excepted. 
He would now {tate to the Houſe why he was anxious the Crown 
ſhould pay a tenth part as well as any other. As far as the influ» 
ence of the Crown went, its patronage was ſtronger than ever ; and 
he did not think they ſhould increaſe the influence of the Crown 
while they were increaſing the wants of the people. He next wiſhed 
to know how they would adopt an arbitrary taxation. Did they be- 
lieve any wiſe or thinking man among the monied intereſt would 
not hereafter ſee the neceſſity of concealing his property? He 
would conſider his having kept a carriage as a misfortune, ſince 
that was taken as a criterion of his wealth, and ſubjedted him to the 
payment of a tenth of his income. In future, therefore, he would 
conceal or remit his money to foreign countries, left it ſhould here- 
after ſubject him to a farther aſſeſſment. Among old men who 
were attached to their old habits, this meaſure. would be conſidered 


as an innovation, Many might eſcape indeed by ſwearing off, and 
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as for a carriage, he believed it would be found in many caſes to be 
no true criterion. As for thoſe papers which his honourable friend 
(Mr. Sheridan) had mentioned reſpecting the degree of wealth of 
every houſekeeper, it he had ſcen a collector tampering with hi; 
ſervants like a ſpy to get information of his income, he be. 
lieved he ſhould have kicked him out of the houſe: it might be 
wrong, but he would have done it. In future, he again repeated, 
when people {aw the country begin to fink into diſtreſs and jeopardy, 
they would conceive it high time to begin to make a conecalment 
of their money. It was ſo in France; and it was fo in every 
country much involved. Theſe would be the effects of the bill 
at home; but what would it be on foreign nations? The right 
honourable gentleman perſiſts in levying the tax. The people have 
told him they cannot pay it; and whether foreigners would liſten 
moſt to the eloquence of the right honourable gentleman, or to the 
plain pathetic tale of the man who was to pay the tax, he ſhould 
leave the Houle to conſider. Lhe right honourable gentleman had 
proclaimed, that he did not think it prudent to fund more debt ; he 
came :.ereforc upon the country in the direct form of a requiſition, 
If the Miniſter was popular, and the people were cnthuliaſtic in his 
favour, he might poſſibly raiſe this contribution it it were voluntary, 
but not if there were the ſmalleſt declaration of income on compul- 
fion. He could not help noticing the thin Houſes in which the 
bill had paſſed through every ſtage except the preſent; there ſcldom 
being more than one hundred and ten Members preſent, and fume- 
times not more than forty or fifty. This kind of attendance he 
thought would impreſs the people with an idea that their repreſenta- 
tives were not very anxious for the modifications of the bill, but 
that they came down on a grand day for their own pleaſure and 
amuſement. He made ſome obſervations on the general unanimity 
of the people againſt the principles of the bill, notwithſtanding what 
had been aſſerted the preceding evening by a noble Lord, that many 
places had approved it. The city of Weſtminſter, and the borough 
of Southwark, had both objected to the general principle of thc 
bill; and the outlying pariſhes in the county of Middleſex had come 
to their reſolutions ſince the modifications of the bill. The House 
might if they pleaſed vote for the third reading, and if ſo, he hoped 
there would be a great ſubſtantial majority. For if it were ſup- 
ported by merchants only, and a few country gentlemen, he conceived 
no meaſure would be more miſchievous. But if it did paſs, let the 
right honourable gentleman take the conſequence. Good God! he 
could not mean to diſtrain. He would ſuppoſe there would be ſome- 
times four or five in one particular ſtreet who would not be able 0 
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ay, and therefore let the right honourable gentleman anſwer for all 

the miſchicf that might enſue, He knew from his own collectors, 
that one half of the people who were aſſeſſed laſt year, were not able 
to pav the laſt three quarters. le knew alſo, that if any man paid the 
collector, and owed a conſiderable debt to another perſon at the ſame 
time, a foreigner would ſay, that ic looked very much Ihe a ſuſpi- 
cious tranſaction. He now reviewed the ſtate ++ ihe markets, ob- 
ſerving that there were three millions and a half of Exchequer bills 
lat year outſtanding, ſome of which would become due on the 5th 
of April, 1798, and all the reſt on the 5th of July following. 
Having diſpoſed of this, the right honourable gentleman would 
want twenty-five millions more in the courſe of the year. He 
availed himſelf of the diſtreſs and difficulty of thoſe unhappy gentle- 
men the Directors, and the proud Miniſter was glad to ſneak down 
tothe Bank for ſome of their paper, in exchange of his own, which 
the public would not take without a heavy diſcount. The former, 
however, was likely to remain blank paper for a conſiderable time; 
indeed he could not ſay how long. The bill, he obſerved, originally 
conſiſted only of a few pages, but it was afterwards ſwelled to fifty- 
four, and finally no geatieman but introduced a modification. 

Mr. WILBERFORCYE faid he ſupported the preſent bill from 
his conviction of the propriety and the neceſſity of the meaſure. He 
was aware that the bill muſt be productive of much inconvenience 
to perſons of various deſcriptions —theſe were certainly objections to 
the meaſure, but they were juſiificd by the neceſſity of the caſe ; and 
he believed there were few gentlemen in that Houſe that would not 
have nearly as much to complain of on that ſcore, as thoſe claſſes 
of perſons ſo frequently alluded to. He deprecated the mode of de- 
ciding on the merits of ſuch meaſures by party principles. In that 
view, people without doors might think unfav»rabl; of the motives 
of gentlemen. He approved highly of the plan of railing part of 
the ſupplies within the year, and fo far ſupported the principle of 
the bill. To this end he was willing to concur in any good plan 
propoſed from any quarter ; but certainly it would be unwife to 
reject a matured and praQicable plan, for an undigeſted plan which 
might be found impracticable. It could not be fairly aſſerted that 
the bill was univerſally diſapproved of without doors. He believed 
the contrary. "The plan was principally oppoſed, not on the ground 
of evil tendency, or by comparing it with any other plan, but on the 
ground of alledged profuſion on the part of Miniſters. It was op- 
poſed in order to throw difficulties in the way of Miniſters, to em- 
barraſs and force them to reſign their ſituations : the ſubject was 
matter for ſerious debate, and not for ſallies of pleaſantry and epi- 
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grams. Gentleman at the other ſide of the Houſe, however, hag 
a pleaſant way of ſaying the ſtrongeſt things—a way that, at the 
time, it was not to be diſtinguiſhed whether they were meant for 
jeſt or earneſt ; but the dangerous part of the argument frequently 
remained. After the jeſt had evaporated there was often ſome. 
thing ſaid which might be conſtrued into a language recommending 
meaſures which would tend to introduce the worſt horrors of a 
neighbouring country. He then alluded to ſome language held by 
gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, particularly by an ho- 
nourable Baronet and a learned gentleman in the courſe of the debate; 
this he conſidered as reprehenſible, and conſtitutionally not calculated 
for the meridian of that Houſe. He cenſured their language, not 
only on account of its ſtrength and tendency, but alſo tor its ambi- 
guity, which he conſidered as dangerous. One expreſſion, he faid, 
was ſuch as to have an inſtinQive effect on the Speaker in itis chair, 
This he conſidered firſt as delivered by an honourable Baron:t ; 
but afterwards being informed it was ſpoken bv a learned gentleman, 
he expreſſed his ſatisfaction thereat, and was glad to hear that an 
honourable gentleman of fortune and reſpectability in the country 
had not uſed ſuch expreſſions. Recurring to the bill, he obſerved, 
that in the preſent circumſtances of the country, it was neceſſary 
that the greateſt economy ſhould be uſed in the expenditure of its 
produce. Gentlemen may talk of the country being at length un- 
deceived with reſpet to Minifters. Did they not alſo imagine 
that it might be undeceived reſpedting themſelves, when it was 
warmly contended by them that ſuch and ſuch meaſures propoſed 
by Miniſters would deſtroy the Conſtitution, and, at certain inter- 
vals, repeat this cry ? Yet notwithſtanding, when the people beheld 
the Conſtitution vigorous and unimpaired, muſt they not think theſe 
aſſertions to be lightly made by thoſe gentlemen, or elſc made from 
particular motives ? Their ſeceſſion from their parliamentary duties 
threw a conſiderable light upon their conduct. It appeared to im 
highly reprehenſfible that they ſhould retire from their ſears at 4 
critical period, and when the colleQive wiſdom of Parliament was 
neceſſary for the conſideration of affairs. Not only this, but the 
idea which ſuch a proceeding muſt impreſs both on the minds of the 
people and that Houſe. It was in effect telling them, taking place as 
it did, immediately after the rejection of a motion for Parliamemary 
Reform, that that Honſe was not the conſtitutional organ of the 
people; that its acts were not to be conſidered as valid the conſe- 
quence of ſuch a ſtep ſhould be conſidered before it was reſolved 
upon. Whatever principle they acted on, it had the effect he de- 
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ſcribed ; it might tend to give people without doors a difguſt to- 
wards the Parliament, and impair their confidence in it. 

There was one objection offered to the bill; namely, that it did 
not preſs enough upon the higher ranks. On this there exiſted 
mach ' diFerence of opinion. It had b&cn his intention to have 
moved for a higher rate; but at the time he was preeluded from 
doing it, by the forms of the Houſe, which required iis previou: 
conſideration in a Committee. However, future opportunities 
would offer, as a clauſe in the bill allowed its fubſequent amend- 
ment in the fame {eſlion. This regulation was, an inducement to 
him to vote for the bill. He offered this much in his own vindi- 
cation, as he thought it necetfary to ſtate to the Houſe the grounds 
upon which he ſupported the meaſure. 

Mr. VOX roſe, and ſpoke in ſubſtanee as follows :—Tt gives 
me pain that I am obliged to rife at fo late an hour, and that I ſhall 
be under the neecſſity of treſpaſſing on the time. of the Houſe for 
a conſiderable while, but, from the very peculiar fituation in which 
| ſtand, it is unavoidable—ciarges of the moſt direct and perſonal 
nature have been made againit me, and I am ſorry 1 have not 
heard the whole of them. I underſtand that in my abſence, on 
former occaſions, as well as during the debate of laſt night, charges 
and infinnations have been thrown out; and a very conſiderable 
part of the debate this evening tas been applied perſonally to me. 
The gentleman who ſpoke laſt (Vir. Wilberforce) has made a ſpeech 
which isa Jittle ſingular in its turn at the commencement, when com- 
vared to what followed: he lamented the miſchiefs, was alarmed, 
it ſeems, to almoſt a fatal degree, at the probable effect of my in- 
troducing into almoſt every debate in winch I happen to take a 
ſhare, partv diſputes and perfonal animotities. How far his ſpeech 
ras calculated to prevent that miſchief, is, I preſume, a point that 
necds no argument. Inived if that ſpecch could be diſpoſed of, 
as we do ſometimes with bills in this Houle ; that is, if the pream- 
bie of it could be poſtponed, it might, by going into a Committee 
upon it, be proved to be one of the molt extraordinary performances 
that ever was exhibited in this Houſe. TI return, it ſeems, to ſhew 
my animoſity againſt the Miniſter, not to ſhew any zeal for, the 
public good, He thinks himſelf juſtifiable in arraigning me, as it 
were upon a bill of indictment for negle& of duty, and being a 
candidate for office. He is pleaſed to cenſure, not Members gene- 
rally for their eonduct, but particular individuals, whom he chuſes 
to ſuppoſe are candidates for office, Does he know that I am a 
candidate for office? Does he know who are candidates for office? 
We arraign the Miniſters, it ſeems, not becauſe their meaſures are 
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bad, but becauſe we wiſh to ſupplant them. Is he ſure of that! 
He ought to be ſo before he makes the aſſertion. Is he ſure there 
Is any temptation for it? He ought to be well acquainted with our 
conduct before he ventures to throw forth ſuch accuſations. But 
who is he, and who are his connedtions? upon what grounds of 
juſtice or or modeſty docs he tert that he has any knowledge of the 
motives, or the ſecret withcs of thoſe into whoſe company he is never 
admitted, whoſe confidence he never poſſeſſed? Upon what autho— 
rity does he make his aceuſations? Upon what foundation does he 
reſt his unqualified aſſertions? He is eonnected with other indivi- 
Cuais ; and to ſerve them, as he ſuppoſes, rather than touch upon 
the contents of a bill which he cannut ſupport, he changes the tub- 
ject of debate from the bill to that of the conduct of individuals, 
for the purpoſe of diverting the Houſe from the diſcuſſion of the 
meaſure which is now before them. He chuſes to ſa we are can 
didates for office; I do not know whether he is not a candidate: 
I am ſure he cannot know whether J am fo or not. He ſcems to 
feel quite at his caſe in deciding, not merely on the characters of 
men, but alſo upon the degree oi public confidence they poſſeſs. He 
dares take upon himſelf to ſay who has and who has not the confi— 
dence of the public ; and that with as much eaſe\as it he had cer- 
tain means of knowing the fact. He aſſerts, roundly, that the 
public have a bad opinion of. us— Who has commiſſioned hum to 
ſay ſo? From what ſociety, from what company, of which he is a 
member, has the fact been communicated to him? Ts it from his 
friends on the Treaſury bench? When he talks of me in the 


manner that he does, he ought to be ſure that he is Lorne out by 


ſomething that has the colour, at leaſt, of truth. I do net like, 
Sir, to talk of myſelf, but he has made it a duty which is unplea- 
ſant to me, as I hope it is uncommon to all men. I am a Mewber 
of a City, in all refpeRs important; in ſome reſpect, and particu— 
larly from the aſpect of this bill, the moſt important in this in 


dom, becauſe the inhabitants of that city are to be more cruc}ly hat- 


raſſed by the enactments of it than any other claſs of perſons upon 
whom it will operate. Does he mean to ſay that the opinion which 
he has been pleaſed to deliver concerning me, is the opinion of my 
conſtituents * Will he try it by the beſt teſt, by the reſult of a 
general meeting of my conſtituents convened, after due notice, for 
the expreſs purpoſe of deliberating on the preſent meaſure ? Will 
he take it from their parochial meetings? He preſumes to ſay, that 
there are Members in this Houſe who are arroganc. Sir, I truſt 
it is not my general character to be remarkably arrogant, although I 
know he intended to direct that inſinuation towards me; but 
2 5 
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will ſay now, {nce he drives me to it, that I am aware JI am ſent 
into this Houſe with more of the affection of my conſtituents than 
either himſelt, or any of thoſe who fit around him; that there is not 
in this Houſe one man who has more of the affection of his con- 
ſtituents than the Member who has now the honour of addreſſing 
you. I refer to thoſe who know mc beſt, and who know me cer- 
tainly much better than the honourable Member can pretend to do, 
to vouch for me in this particular, I hey have done it in the mot 
explicit manner; they are ready to do it again if that ſhoald be 
thought necetſary. The people of this country have an ill 
opinion of nme Where has he collected tat fact? It has been 
quite otherwiſe expreſſed by thoſe who are, at leaſt, full as capable 
of judging of the matter as he is, for much of my labour has been 
employed in their ſervice. Has he found any thing any where 
which indicates that the public at large are diſpleaſed with my con- 


* 
2 


duct? But he ſpeaks the langunge, or rather the common cant of 
the Majority of this Houſe, the drift of which, he will pardon me, 
I think I underſtand as well as he dees. It is a cant which has no 
connection with the ſentiments of the people. Some men in this 
Houſe fav, that Xliniſters have the full confidence of the people. 
Were I to follow the examples that are fer before me, I might ſay 
that the public have a very ill opinion of theſe ſame Miniſters. 
Sir, I never intended to be deficient in the duty I owe the Sove- 
reign ; but how many times more frequently within the laſt year 
than I ſhould have had occation to attend tlie Levee have I been 
called upon by different deſcriptions of his ſubjects to preſent to 
His Majelty petitions for the removal of his preſent Miniſters, and 
that too from ſome of the moſt important diſtricts in His Majeſty's 
dminions* By theſe petitions, not the general confidence, but the 
gencral 4 fidence of the people in the preſent Miniſters has been un- 
cjuivocally expreſſed. Let thoſe who donbt this, if, indeed, there 
be any who doubt it, refer to the tranſactions of the laſt Summer 
over ſo large a part of His Mzj-Rty's durrinions. I may be told, I 
know J may, * that petitions againſt Miniiters are nothing to this 
Houſe ; that it will judge for itſe'f, and it confides ſtill in the Mi- 
nitters.” This is the faſhionable language of the day, nor could 
any thing elſe be expected after the repeal of the Bill of Rights: 
hence we ſee that petitions againſt any branch of executive authority 
are regarded as nothing ; thoſe that are for any part of it, every 
ling. But if after the repeal of the Bill of Rights, for the ſub- 
ſtuce of it is repealed ; if after all the diſadvantages which the 
be ple labour under, they will nevertheleſs exprets a general opi- 
Wn againſt Miniſters ; I aſk, is it not clear that ſuch is a fincere 
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opinion? t, under alli the dificulties that are now thrown in the 
way of thoſe who mect to dlibetate on n public affairs, men will 
meet, and declare their fentimeats t Le hoſtile to thoſe u 


s x ' a} % > . 3 2 * \ N - * - ] -7 % * 
10 mucn Oc 0 11907 tem, Gar * ld thi not do It eit, as 


» by us . "A * K. . - g . : 1 * * *x* 2 : - 7 
hercroforc, to their own tree ill © Wie have now, indeed, a form 

C 1 4 2 8 * . 4 T 8 4 8 . * 1 1 A 
of Governinet:,. cozulting of Ning, Lords, and Commens' Houſ 


of Farliament, but not a Government, conſiſting of Ning. Lords, 


and the Commons, Kepreleotatives of the People of Great Britain, 
It is a Governor in whit the power of the People is nothing; 


and fo it is, indecd, the faihion now to admit, for we never hear 
now of an 47:2, all is a dirtucl, Repreſentation of the People; 
conſequently we tind daily, that Members of this Houſe ſpc2k and 
vote in direct opnotition to the inſtructions of ther confiitucnts ; of 
which we had a u rihing inftance the other d' ia the conduct of a 
worthy Alderman of the city of London, who thought fit to declare, 
that in voting for the bill now before the Lioute, Ee was confident 
he was voting according to the deſire of his conſtituents. Who are 
his conſtituents; The Livery of the city of London, What has 
been the conduct of that Livery * In Common hall affen bicd 
they voted an Addreſs to His Majeſty to diſmiſs his prefent Minit- 
ters from his Couneils. That worthy Alderman has ſince cuntinu- 
ally ſupported theſe Miniſters in this Houſe. The Court of Com- 
mon Council unanimouſly reſolve againſt the principle of tus bill. 
The body of the Livery in Commen- hall declare the fame ſenti— 
ments, and al! the inhabitants of the diſfe rent wards in the Ciiv Con- 
cur unanimoutly in theſe fenuments—they all injiruet their Repie- 
ſentatives in Parliament to oppolc tis bill the worthy Aldermen 
ſupports it. This is called the virtun Repreſentation of the Fug le: 
Such is the conduct, I perecive, of many of rhe Niembers of tlas 
Houſe at the beginning of a Parliament; quite otherwile it is Wi 
moſt of them at the end of one. What was ihis but ſav ing to the 
conſtituents, that their Member knew better han thermfelves whit 
What was this hot tohlowing up the bleu 
Not ſo the 


their opinions were; 
that had been already giver. to tne right 08 paruning : 
caſe wich regard to petiticns in the yoor 17564, wien they came in 
aid of che pc] er of the Crown, Whether che pecitions that were 
then preſented were richt o wrong, Jam not now queſtioning ; it 
is forcign tu the ſubjcet ; bur it appears be the different receptions 
of them, and thoſe of the preſent time, that, in this Houſe, petitions 
in favour of the power of the Crown arc to be conſidered as every 
thing; thoſc in favour of the Riglits of the SuhjeR, nothing. While 
the majority of this Houſe was againſt the proceedings of (he Kings 
Miniſters, it was nothing, and the pctitions of the People againſt it 
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was every thing. When the majority of this Houſe is /r the 
King's iinillers, it is every thing; the petitions of the People 
ga? inſt them, nothing. I proteſt I cannot account for this in any 
other way than that of uppoong that there is a ſeitled plan to exalt 
the Prorogatives oi the Crown, and to refuge the Rights of the 
Peorle to a cypher. Day, is it not already done? What is the 
condition of the Prerog, it ve, or rather the influence of the Niinifter, 
at dus moment? and what is the power of the People? ] proteſt 
[| eannot account for the turn which this debate has taken; I can- 
not account for the violent invectives that have been urged againſt 
me, eſpecially titis night, upon any ocher prinziple than that to 


| which I have already alluded. Why thouid the hunouyable wes 
mn who ſpoke laſt (Mr. Wilberforce" be fo violent againſt me, who 
have had the good fortune fo agree with him in many ſubjeRs that | 
; were introduced into this Houſe by himfeif *? How, but by ſup— id 
l poting that he lends hiniett as an inſtrument to the Miiniſter, to do 1 f | 
0 any thing that he thiuks will ſerve bis inſtrudtor, and therefore 1 
8 he atte empts Now to divert the artention of the public from the ſub- ew: 
| ject of the preſent bill, to thoſe points x hieh he chuſes to {tate as my | 94 
5 nolifieal defects. He im putes to me now, an eagerneſs for office, tha 
- with juſt as much juttice as, in the year 1784, be lent Mimſelt as | ti” 
= an inſtrument to the NIiniſter to ſay, and to prevail upon ihe People q q | 
| of this country, and etpecially thoſe of Yorkthire, to octicve, that I 19 
5 was defirous to ſeize upon all power, and that finally I aimed at 4! a 
A hung upon the 14 krone. By this fort of conduct he has compelicd 1 | j 
. nic to- night to ſpeak oi myſelt as an individual ; he has made it b 15 
1 ncceffary alfo that I ſhould now {prak of another individual, and [ 10 ; 
tint is kimlelt ; and here J will declare, that I do not knw a mon f 1 
'8 in this Houſe who n © ready, upon all oceatgns, to lend hitaſelf to 1 1 
1 Minitters, to projieſs himſelf to believe what they profeis to believe, 4 | | 
ic to diſtruſt w hat they ſay they diſtruſt, or to aps Je, tor them, wiat 4199 
at he does not know to be true; or, in ſhot, to lend himſelf as 2 tool 4 j | 
u or inſtrument to Miniſters upon any e in which they v ay call 149 
he tur his aſſiſtanee. I ſay J know no man more ready to du #3: is : 1 i. 
in than the honourable gentleman lümſeif, and that for then con- 1 1 ; 
re temptible party purpoſes. I cannot help making this iervation, #360 
i it is the effect of his unqualified aſſertions. But ne lias lent ime i of 
11S ſelf to-night a little mere to his inſtructors ian gen any rer 1 
ns occafion., He infinuated a great Ccal, or thougoi hie did , by 4 , 
Ty ſpeaking againſt the doctrines which led to the wot Lovers that if | 
ile were produced in France, which, faid he, we all dcplore, or 21] ſay [ 
7's ve deplore. Does he think there is, within theſe walls, any man | 


it Flo, more ſincerely than myſelf, depluics thoſe horrers? I deplore 
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theſe horrors, but the inſinuation I do not deplore. He does not 
himſelf believe it; he cannot believe it. He lends himſelf a little 
too much to make infinuations, for which he knows there is no foun. 
dation, merely to lower the perſonal opinion which the public may 
have of us; upon that ſubje I thould not have ſaid much, nor, 
indeed, any thing, if that honourable gentleman had not made it ne- 
ceſſary. But an expreſſion fell laſt night from an honourable and 
learned gentleman Doctor Laurence), of whom I ſhall ſpeak only 
in terms of reſpect, having formerly had the honour to be acquainted 
with him. He ſpoke of the Parliament in the time of Charles the 
Firſt. - That Parliament, the learned gentleman admitted to have 
done a great number of good acts, although it afterwards ſtained its 
proceedings with an act of the moſt horrible injuſtice. Thus it 
appears that that learned gentleman can ſpeak well of thoſe ads 
which deſcrve to be well ſpoken of, although they were the acts of 
thoſe who committed afterwards an act of regicide ; but that is mat- 
ter of hiſtory, and of which men of all paitics can now judge 
coolly, becauſe their prejudices and paſſions are not now called into 
action upon the ſubject. It that learned gentleman had ſaid this 
of the Parliament of Charles I. in the reign of Charles II., no 
doubt but that his ſentiments would have been called rebellious, for 
it would have then been ſaid by the cavalicrs that he approved of the 
death of the king. This would have been ali the effect of preju- 
dice, for nobody could ſuſpect that learned gentleman of any ſuch 
deſire as that of accompliſhing the death of the king. Such is the 
difference between matter of hiſtory and that which is paſſing bet-r2 
us. — That very learned gentleman, who could thus praiſe ſome vi 
the acts of a regicide parliament, can make no allowance for tho!e 


who approve of the firſt principles that were maintained in France; 


they muſt be charged with the guilty defire of abetting all the hor- 
rors· hat appeared fince in that country, althovgh, in reality, they 
deplore them as much as that learned gentleman can do. I do 
not blame that learned gentleman for approving of ſome of the 
aQs of the Parliament of Charles I., for they laid the foundation 
of that glorious Revolution which aſſerted the liberties of England; 
but I think that the ſame allowance mould be made by him to Us 
with regard to the firſt principles of the French Revolution; we 
certainly might approve of them, without approving of the horror 
by which it has been followed up.— But when we ſpeak of hiftory, 
we ſpeak coolly ; when we ſpeak of events that are paſſing beforc 
us, we ſpeak of them with the blindneſs of prejudice. 

I now come to complain a little of the conduct of an honourable 
and learned gentleman (Mr, Percival) who has made a very ine: 
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nious ſpeech to night. I did not call him to order, although, 
perhaps, I might have done to with propriety ; for muci of his 
addreſs to the Houſe was irrcgular, but I ebſtained fron tliat, as 
am deſirous to afford, to overv Member, contiderable laritude of 
expreſſion in all caſes; and I was he more {6 in this, U auſe he 
did me the honour to take notice of my public conduct. He ap- 
plied his argument to v hat had occurred in a former debate, not 
upon this queſtion, but another. I at is certainly diſorderly, but 
do not complain of it, becauſe I think, that however uſeful or- 
der in debate may be ſometimes, it is neceſſary it ſhould give way 
in others. He complained of the ambiguity of my words on a 
former debate. Why did he not make the complaint earlier? Why 
take three weeks to make an epigram upon a ſentence in my ſpeech ? 
If this would have been blameable in any man, how much more 
ſo was it in that learned gentleman, becauſe he adverted to my ab- 
ſence from the Houſe, for he ſaid, God knows whether I ſhall 
ſee that right honourable gentleman again until the next ſeſſion.” — 
think therefore he was bound, on his own principle, to take no- 
tice of my words (which it ſeems have alarmed him ſo much), 
immediately after they were ſpoken, for how did he know he ſhould 
ſee me again in this Houſe? He did not arraign the expreſſions when 
they were uttered, but now, at the end of three weeks, they recur 
to his memory with dreadful alarm!---I am now coming to theſe 
formidable words which have created this great alarm, but as I 
have already been accuſcd of being an egotift, I muſt beg pardon 
of the Houſe for recurring to any thing I ſaid of myſelf, and I wiſh 
the learned gentleman had noticed them at the time, that I might 
have had an opportunity of explaining them if they were ambigu- 
ous, or correcting them if they were wrong. They were uttered, 
remember, in anſwer to ſome infinuation, “that I was a candi- 
date for public employment,” and, © was ambitious of public ho- 
nours.” I do not pretend to have a very good memory of the 
preciſe words of any man, eſpecially of my own, but I think the 
Fords I uſed were theſe---* That a radical reform both of the re- 
preſentation of the people in Parliament, and of the abuſes that 
lave crept into the practice of the Conſtitution of this country, to- 
ether with a complete and fundamental change of ſyſtem of Ad- 
miniſtration, muſt take place, and that until it did, I, for one, 
would take no ſhare in any Adminiſtration, or be reſponſible in 
ay office in His Majeſty's Councils.” I think theſe were my 
words ; I am ſure they were the ſubſtance of what I ſaid. Was 
ere any explanation neceſſary ? I am not very dexterous at any 
ting, but L ought to be ſo at explanations, and perhaps the learned 
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gentleman gives me credit for being ſo, becauſe he may think it 
impoſitble for a man who has been {© often miſrepreſented as! 
have, not to have acquira] ſome art in making his defence, [ 
muſt confels it is an art in which I believe the right honourable gen- 
tleman oppoite to me is my ſuperior, and that if I wiſhed to ae. 
quire perfeRion in that art, I ſhould, although the elder man, be. 
come the ſcholar of that right honourable gemleman. Was there 
any thing ambiguous in theſe words---** a radical reform ;” or, as 
the learned gentleman plcaſed to call it, © a fundamental and tota 
change of the ſyſtem upon which our affairs have been carried on?” 
By a change of ſyſtem I meant, fimply and clearly, to ſtate, that 
the empire ſhould be governed by a ſvitem of liberty, inſtead of a 
ſyſtem of reſtraint. Is the ſenſe obſcure, or are the words ambi— 
guous : Whether my opinion is right or wrong, is quite another 
queſtion. I fav, that to inercaſe the power of the Crown, and to 
abridge the liberties of the people, has been the ivitem of 11:2 pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration, I fav that it is a vrong ſvitem. I fav vou 
ſhouid diminiſh the power of the Crown, and increaſe the purer 
of the people. I fav vou ſhould reſtore them to their juſt valance 
according to the true ſpirit of our Conſtitution. I fav, that it is 
eſſential to the happin:{s of the King and the people. I take it 
for granted that the words I uſed are now perfectly underſtood ; and 
I thought, at the time I 1:{cd them, that inſtead of being liable to 
reproach, they merited quite another fate, What did I mean bya 
change of ſyſtem? What! exactly what Lord Chatham meant 
when he faid the fame thing---* not merely a removal of Niners, 
but a fundamental change of {fem upon conviction of paſi error.” 
I meant what Lord Camelford meant when he declared, ard that 
at a time when we were threatened with an invation, “I will 
not vote for a ſupply to bs granted to His Majeſty now.“ What! 
was this an encouragement to the French to invades this country! 
No! no! He meant, and he expreſſed himfeli, that te wetid not 
vote for a ſupply, until a pledge was given him, not merely that 
Miniſters ſhould be removed, but that there thould be a complete 
change of ſyſtem in forcign and domeſtic Governinent. This ſpeecl 
was much praiſed at the time, and has often been ſtated to be the 
ſpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was not fo. It 
was the ſpeech of Mr. Thomas Pitt, afterwards Lord Camelferd. 
I believe the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer did not ſpeak 
in that debate, but we had the honour of his countenance, and, | 
think, the concurrence of his vote; I am ſure he did not think 
Mr. Thomas Pitt a dangerous man on account of that declant- 


tion, for one of the firſt acts of his Adminiſtration was to Pro- 
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mote Mr. Thomas Pitt to the dignity of a pecrage, at a time when 
peerages were not made by dozens ; but when a peerage was the 
reward of ſome worthy ſervice, or at leaſt beſtowed with delicacy, 
and was . yo to the man who had it. That was the lang a e 
of Lord Camelford then. That was alſo my language then, and 
is my language now. If my opinion is wrong, that is :nother 
point, and a fit one for diſcuſſion. What danger is there in my 
ſaying, of the preſent Miniſters, what J faid of former Miniſt rs? 
Was it imputed to Lord Camelford, that by reſiſting the ſupplies 
he voted for delivering up this country to the French, the Spaniards, 
or the Dutch, who were then our enemies as they are now? No- 
body ever imputed any ſuch thing to him. He ſaid by that vote, 
% know it will be of ſervice to his Majeſty himſelf, as well as to 
his ſubjects, to call upon him to diſmiſs his preſent Miniſters.” But, 
in truth, I am guilty of plagiariſm, and till more guilty of repeti- 
tion, by the aſſertion I have made concerning a radical reform. We 
are all guilty of it on tliis fide of e Houſe, and ſo is the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, As to myſelf, I have not only pleaded 
my guilt twenty different times, in twenty different ſpeeches, but I 
have actually recorded my guilt. I ſhould have ſuppoſed that what 
I have repeated fo often in this Houſe, year after year, and which 
is to be found on the Journals of this Houſe, cannot be novel now. 

As long as I ſtated the neceiiiry of reforming abuſes in general; 
while I ſaid there muit be a change of meaſures,” a “ radical 
change of ſyem,,” there was no alarm taken ; but when I came to 
ſoceify a © Parliamentary Reform,” then every thing I ſaid be- 
came dangerous and alarming; my words became hen ambiguous 

and myſtical, — Why ſhould that which I have fo often inſiſted 

upon, be now ſo dangerous in the repetition ? I had the honour of 
moving in this houſe, in the month of May 1796, that which I 

will now read: 


« On a review of ſo many inſtances of groſs and flagrant miſ- 
* conduc, proceeding from the ſame pernicious principles, and di- 
* reed with incorrigible obſtinaey to the ſame miſchievous ends, we 
deem ourſelves bound, in duty to his Majeſty and to our conſtituents, 
* to declare that we ſee no ratianal hape of redeeming the uffairs of the 
* kingdom, but by the ad:ption of a ſyſtem radically and fundamentally 


" different from that which as produced cur preſent calamilies.“ 


* Radically and fundamentally different ;” am I not juſtified by the 
words of that addreſs, at leaſt excuſed from any danger of novelty, 
n what J ſaid concerning radical reform? There ſurely muſt be 


lome reaſon for all this alarm, for tab ing this up now as a novel and 
Vor. IV. 41 
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alarming doctrine; why, Sir, it is not difficult to find the cauſe of 


all this pretended apprehenſion of danger from my expreſſion, The | 


Chancellor of the Exchequer finds his popularity is gone, that it is 
ſucceeded by public odium. He remembers what ſucceſs he had at 
the time of paſſing the treaſon and ſedition bills; in calling the pub. 
lic attention to my expreſſions inſtead of his own bills, he perverted 
my meaning, affixed to my words a dangerous tendency, and di- 
rected the public mind from the ſubject, which he knew would rot 
bear cloſe inſpection. I am not ſo deſtitute of plain common ſen{s, 
as not to be able to ſec the drift of his little artifice. The Miniſter 
is in a dilemma, his popularity is gone, public odium is coming on, 
his bill is deteſted ; he now endeavours to excite an alarm from 
my expreſſions, weakly and vainly imagining that by blackening me 
he can render himſelf tolerable. I ſpoke theſe words plainly, 
« that the Conſtitution ſhould be reſtored to its juſt balance, and 
the power of the people that which they enjoyed in a foriner part f 
his Majeſty's reign.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer affected to ſhew ſome abſur. 
dity in theſe words: what, faid he, „ is all this to be done merely 
to keep things as they are?” To which I anſwered, © no; itis 
not to keep things as they are, but to reſtore them to what they 
were.” I hope the honourable and learned gentleman is now ſatis. 
fied that I have explained myſelf ſufficiently, and that he will no 
longer ſtate my words as ambiguous, for that they muſt now appear 
to him, as well as every body clſe, plain and intelligible. I fee 
ſome ſtreſs is laid on the word radical; ſome may poſſibly ſuppoſe 
that I mean a reform ſimilar to that which many have thought to be 
the beſt, that of un verſal ſuffrage. Now, having ſupported the 
ſcheme of my honourable friend (Mr. Grey) in this Houſe, and 
having voted for it, I have by that conduct ſhewn I do not approve 
of the plan of univerſal ſuffrage, and have ſhewn the plan of which 
I do approve. The learned gentleman was pleaſed to play upon 
the words, radical and fundamental,” and ſay that they meant 
to ſtrike at the root—to alter the foundation of our Conſtitution— 
No, to ſtrike at the root, to alter the foundation of abuſes. Io de- 
ſtroy the monarchy —No, to ſupport it, by changing the ſyſtem tht 
has brought this country to the brink of ruin. There are ſome 
gentlemen oppoſite to me, who have not forgotten the whole of their 
former politics, and to whom this doctrine is not new, It is mo 
free-maſonry, it may be divulged any where and to any perſon; i 
is to do what Mr. Burke, the Duke of Portland, Earl Spencer, and 
the right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, have declared eſſentil 

to the intereſts of their country ; they all declared they thought that 
A 
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theſe abuſes produced the American war ; and Mr. Burke publiſhed 
his ſentiments upon that ſubject, in a work called Thoughts on 
the preſent Diſconteats.” The whole of our politics at that time 
were directed, as mine arc ſtill, againſt the root of theſe evils, and 
which it is the ambition of my life, and was once the ambition of 
the lives of others, to oppoſe. There are many gentlemen on the 
other fide, who cannot think that the events of the year 1784, 
weaken theſe obſervations ; they muſt know they ſtrengthen them, 
but they think that the revolution in France has made it neceſſary 
to overlook the whole of this ſyſtem of abuſes. They fear what 
the Latins call prebabilis ; but they muſt know that there is ſuch a 
ſyſtem ; and they muſt know, that although they abandon their op- 
poſition to it, I ſhall perſevere. Now, what have I done which all 
the Whigs of England have not conſtantly and uniformly declared 
to be abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of the ſtate ? The only ad- 
dition I have made, is that of calling for a reform in Parliament ; 
and although it is my opinion now, that it is impſſible to correct 
abuſes without parliamentary reform, I confeſs I once thought 
otherwiſe, and that ſome abuſes might be corrected without it, —I 
may be aſked, ©* why do you, who did not always think it abſolutely 
neceſſary that there ſhould be a parliamentary reform in order to 
correct abuſes, now hold forth it is abſolutely impoſſible to correct 
abuſes without parliamentary reform?“ To which I anſwer, “ I 
have no difficulty in ſaying, that formerly I thought it only uſeful 
that it was likely to do much good, and it was impoſſible it could 
produce any evil ; I never thought the propriety of it doubtful ; but 
there was a time when I did not think it a matter of abſolute neceſ- 
ſity, that this country, though not ſo well, yet might ſtand without 
it—this was my opinion.” The right honourable gentleman op- 
polite to me was of another opinion, for he ſaid in ſubſtance, (I do 
not pretend to quote words accurately) that“ without a parlia- 
mentary reform, no good adminiſtration could render any ſervice to 
the country, and without parliamentary reform the country could not 
be ſaved againſt a bad adminiſtration.” I heard that part of his 
ſpeech with pleaſure, although I did not go the full length of it in 
point of opinion. It was in part a compliment to myſelf ; it con- 
veyed an idea, that the then adminiſtration was, in his opinion, a 
good one, and I had the honour to hold a ſhare in it; ſuch was the 
opinion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer at that time. He ſaid 
that without a parliamentary reform there could be no ſecurity for 
the future, (mark the words,) no ſecurity for the future. He looked 
forward, like our anceſtors, and called for ſecurity againſt probable 
cyils— He ſaid that parliamentary reform was the only ſecurity 
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againſt a repetition of ſuch calamities as were brought upon us by 
the American war. I am convinced by experience, this Houſe, 
and this country muſt be convinced by experience ; the right ho- 
nourable gentleman's adminiftration has convinced us all, that he 
was then right in his aſſertion, for we now feel a much greater evil 
than the American war. But it may be ſaid, that this war is very 
different from any other war, and therefore it is not juſt to compare 
it to any other calamity. No two human events are exactly alike, 


but in their principle they are exactly the ſame, and they have pro- 


duced ſimilar effects. The American war was commenccd to cruſh 
the principles of riſing liberty; the calamities of that war, I am 
ſorry to ſay, more than the principle of it, rendered it unpopular ; it 
brought Ireland into a ſtate of diſcontent, which could not be ſet at 
reſt, without either vigorous meaſures, or conciliation on the part of 
Government. What is the origin of this war? An attempt to 
ſtifle the genius of pretended liberty; to cheek, if you pleaſe, the 
progreſs of falſe and preſumptuous philoſophy. A war which was 
by artifice made popular for a while in this country, and moſt un- 
fortunately for us all, popular in this Houſe. Here again the en- 
lamity and not the principle of the meaſure, rendered it unpopular. 
The people became generally diſcontented. They wiſhed for peace. 
Miniſters oppoſed their deſires. They, very generally, and under 
great diſcouragements, petitioned the I hrone to change theſe Mi- 
niſters — They w were not attended to. This has brought on your 
preſent moſt dreadful eriſis. In the American war Ireland was ap- 
peaſed by conciliation. Ireland has now been goaded to diſtraction, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, with the moſt virtuous intentions, made to the 
Iriſh people promiſes which he thought he was empowered to fulfil, 
Theſe promiſes have been broken by Minifters ; the Iriſh people 
have been ſeourged by the iron hand of oppreſſion, and ſubjected to 
the horrors of military execution, and are now in a fituation too 
dreadful for the mind te contemplate without diſmay or the heart to 
feel without horror. That country, inſtead of being part of the 
ſtrength, is part of the weakneſs of our empire, as well as its cala- 
mity. I cannot help thinking, therefore, that from theſe features of 
our ſituation the right honourable gentleman's predictions are com- 
pletely verified: That without reform of Parliament there is 
no ſecurity to this country from being ruined by a bad Adminiſira- 
tion.” 
An honourable gentleman who ſpoke early in this debate thought 
fit 2 make an attack on what he called the ſeceſſion. © This 
too place, ſays he, © in times of great difficulty and danger. 
These certainly is great difficulty and danger ; but the queſtion 16; 
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whether my attendance in this Houſe can remeve that difficulty, or 
provide againſt that danger ? But as there are many gentlemen in 
this Houſe who are not partial to my authority in any thing, I will 
refer them to the authority of others. In the year 1777 the op- 
poſition, conſiſting of the Marquis of Kockingham—(whoſe name 
can never mention but with emotions of eſteem and affection ; 
whoſe worth, like that of moſt extraordinary men, was not ſo well 
valued in his life time as ic has fines his death, have demonſtrated 
the value of ſuch a man to bis country, - Lord John Cavendiſh, 
Sir George Saville, and Mr. Burke—I do not mention myſelf 
among them---all thought that, {in the middle of the American 
war, and when great loans were to be raiſed, and when the country 
was in great difficulty) they could not do better than to ceaſe attend- 
ing Parliament, when neither their virtues nor their talents could 
be uſeful ; and after both had been exerted in vain. I ceaſed to 
think with them on the propricty of ſtaying away, and therefore 
came down to tliis Houſe before them; but I never blamed them 
for their conduct: nor is their conduct blamed now. So it ſeems 
that what was right and honourable in theſe perſons is factious in 
me. In mv inſtance I am particularly unfortunate. I can pleaſe 
my adverſaries in no way. They ſay there is miſchief in my ſtay- 
ing away, and they accuſe me of producing miſchief by my 
ſpeeches. They are neither pleaſed with my preſence nor my ab- 
ſence. © What are his motives for ſtaying away?“ Upon my 
word, Sir, I will not flatter the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt by telling him that he is the cauſe either of my preſence or my 
abſence. But if I was obliged to attend much to him when I am 
preſent, he would be the cauſe of either my abſence or my pre- 
ſence---perhaps he can gueſs which. I cannot ſtate any thing in 
this Houſe in favour of a parliamentary reform without his telling 
me I afford encouragement to the French. Why then, Sir, if I 
paid that reſpect to his authority, which I dare fay he thinks it de- 
ſerves, 1 ſhould ſtay away. © No, I muſt attend ;” but then I 
muſt either be ſilent or ſpeak as he pleaſes. I ſhall follow my own 
Judgment while that is not diſagrecable to my conſtituents, and I 
will not ſo far flatter the honourable gentleman as to ſay that I 
ſhould either ſerve or pleaſe my conſtituents by following his direc- 
tions. I apply this obſervation to ſeveral other Members of this 
Houſe, and among the reſt to the honourable member for Lincoln, 
ls there not ſomething of ſelf at the bottom of all this ſeeming 
anxiety for my conduct ? I know not whether it is from my de- 
priving them of their opportunities, their glorious, and to ſome of 
nem, golden opportunities, of gratifying their vanity or their 
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avarice. When I confider theſe matters J do not ſee any great 


reaſon for wondering that ſo many gentlemen ſhould be angry with 


me for my abſence ; but to be plain with them, I am not very 
anxious about pleaſing them. The gentleman who ſpoke laſt fays, 
„that the people of this country in general are diſſatisfied with my 
abſence.” I ſhould wiſh to have a better authority than his before I 
arrive at that conclufion. The people I repreſent, who are, without 
diſparagement, fully as good judges of that as the honourable gen- 
tleman, have told me otherwiſe, and I think I can rely on their 
veracity alfo as well as upon his. Another honourable gentleman 
tells us “ that we are neglecting our duty while others are per- 
forming theirs.” By duty, I preſume, he means © attending and 
dividing with the Miniſter.” I made no general allegation that 
the Members do not attend; the meaning of what I ſaid was, that 
when they are here they do not always perform their duty. The 
learned gentleman, whoſe ſpeech imputed to us party violence, ſaid, 
„that the public look at us, and will judge of our conduct.“ 
I bope they do; and withont vanity, I wiſh they may. 

There is nothing that I have a greater deſire for than that the 
people of this country ſhould look at, and carefully examine, our 
conduct, and the conduct of the Houſe of Commons. I wiſh 
them to judge, and to judge candidly, whether this is ſuch a Houſe 
of Commons, as, that in it, thoſe who think like me, can procure 
any advantage to the public by their attendance. ** But you ftill 
keep your ſeat in Parliament,” ſay they; why yes, I do, Sir, and I 
have no intention of applying to the right honourable gentleman 
oppolite to me for the Chiltern hundreds in order to vacate that 
ſeat Why? Becauſe I do not think that fuch a ſtep would be 
of any ſervice to the people of this country. Am I to deſpair that 


even this Houſe of Commons may change its ſentiments? Is that 


change impoſſible ?—TI hope not. I believe not. Then why 
ſhould I refign a ſituation, which, although now uſeleſs, may here- 
after be uſeful to my country? < But you ſtay away becauſe you know 
you cannot obtain a Parliamentary Reform; you ſay that Reform is 
abſolutely neceſſary, and therefore you do not mean to try for a Parlia- 
mentary Reform in this Houſe ?” To which I anſwer, I know no 
other legal way, becauſe I know no other peaceable way of obtaining 
a Reform, and therefore I ſhall never try any other way. I con- 
feſs I am not very ſanguine in my expectations of the Houſe of 


Commons ; but I think it may, from circumſtances, commence , 


meaſures which may lead to an entire and radical reform.—* But 
you do not ok to be able to perſuade the Houſe of Commons to 
commence this work; why no, not by my ſpeeches certainly 3 
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and yet I think they may be perſuaded— How? By the public. I 

hope ſuch an opinion will be fo expreſſed as to induce this Houſe to 

| ſee the wiſdom and neceſſity of the meaſure ; and I am afraid it will 
never appear to this Houſe to be wiſe, before it appears to be abſo- 

| lutely neceſſary. I have done my duty in impreſſing this opinion 

| upon the Houſe. But why ſhould I, by my attendance from day 

to day in this Houſe, give countenance to the idea that there is, in 
this Houſe, a free unbiaſſed opinion, and that it is not under the 
influence of the Crown ?—T am not of high authority, but that au- 
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thority, ſuch as it is, I ſhould be ſorry to pledge to the doctrine that . : 
; the branches of the Legiſlature are not under the controul of the \ 2808 
1 Executive Power. I believe that thoſe, if there are any, who think p 14 
t that the legiſlative power is not under the control and management 1 
t of the Crown, know but little of the real condition Of this, or the 1 
0 other Houſe of Parliament. I fay fo, becauſe I think ſo; then 
„ why ſhould I not abſent myſelf from ſuch a Parliament, as I think 
” proper- But they ſay, my conſtituents ſent me here; that I am 

not to follow my own inclination, but ſ{flould attend for their in- 

tereſts.” I beg to appeal to my conſtituents, and to none but them, 

for with their defires I am ready to comply ; my attendance this 


night in this Houſe is an inſtance of that compliance; but how 
ſtands this language with regard to conſtituents? There are many 
counties large and populous, the electors of which may call upon 
their repreſentatives to obey them, and they may do ſo ; but with 
regard to this Houſe at large, I ſhould be glad to know how many 
Members there are whoſe conſtituents have no influence whatever 
over them, becauſe, between them there is not ſo much as the ap- 
pearance of connection; and even where the caſe is otherwiſe, 
where the connection is ſuppoſed to be intimate, how many Mem- 
bers are there in this Houſe who have diſobeyed the expreſs direc- 
tions of their conſtituents? * But you are ſpeaking on one fide 
only ; it is true the King has the prerogative of declaring war and 
proclaiming peace, which may create ſome influence ; but if a war 
be improperly declared, or peace improperly delayed, this Houſe has 
the power of withholding the ſupplies.” O! mighty well; I 
know it : but if the Miniſter can influence the majority and obtain 
their votes, what then becomes of your famous check upon the Exe- 
cutive Power ? By the theory of your Conſtitution you are free ; by 
its practice you have no freedom to oppoſe the Crown in any thing 
of this nature, and your Conſtitution is now ſhaken to the very 
foundation! | | 

Nothing in which my name is included is to paſs unnaticed in 
this debate, and therefore the right honourable Secretary of State 
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referred to a letter of a very curious kind, written by a noble Lord, 
for whom I have great perſonal reſpect, but I beg leave to ſay, that 
I had no concern in, or knowledge of, what paſſed on the occaſion 
to which it refers more than the right honourable Secretary ; nor 
had I any knowledge of, or concern in, the publication of that letter, 
I know that an application was made to the noble Lord by ſome 
Members of this Houſe, requeſting him to call for a change of Ag. 
miniſteration. I know not who they were: I never was let into 
that ſecret ; I never wiſhed to know who the parties were ; but the 
publication of that curious letter has made known a fact of a very 
important nature to this country, viz. That there are in this 
Houſe a great number of Members who conſtantly go on with the 
Miniſter, and give him their ſupport, although they diſapprove of 
his meaſures, and think him and his colleagues utterly unfit for their 
fituations ;” and who think therefore that there ought to be a 
change. But it is ſaid, ** that if the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
were to go out of power, I ſhould expect to come into his ſituation, 
and that therefore what I may ſay upon the ſubjeR is not worth at- 
tending to.” It is rather hard that I am to be thus ſilenced. Sup- 
poſe I was completely difintereſted—1I know that to a man of the par- 
ticular taſte of the Secretary of State, it is difficult to conccive a 
difintereſted ſentiment. But, let him for a moment ſuppoſe me to 
be diſintereſted. How could I have ated otherwiſe than J did! 
Perhaps he thinks that, to be candid, I ſhould have faid—* My 
Lord, take care ; I am going to ſupport you only for a while : you 
will not continue above a ſeſſion or two ; for then I will come into 
your place: you run into a danger.” In reality I gave the noble 
Lord no advice upon the matter; if I had, it ſhould have been a 
diſintereſted piece of advice; if I had told him all I thought, 
ſhould have ſaid—* Take care, my Lord; take care, that, while 
you are forming the Miniſtry, you are not doing ſo without ſolid 
grounds : unleſs you have a proper pledge of a Reform, the good 
which you intend will come to nothing. Take care that you are 
not venturing into a country where a man of your frankneſs is not 
a match for the infidious arts which will be praQtiſed againſt you. 
Take care you do not go into difficulties which will deſtroy you; 
that you are not invited only for the purpoſe of putting an end to the 
preſent war, in order that the ſyſtem which you ſtifle for a while 
may be re-eſtabliſhed.” And, if I had been called upon to name 
this ſucceſſor of the noble Lord, I ſhould have no difficulty in point- 
ing out the preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer as the man. 

had no concern whatever in the matter. I ſhould wiſh certainly 
for a change of Adminiſtgation that might be able to procure peace 
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„ Me ſineere wiſh was, never to make any part of any Adminiſtration, 
it and I never will, unleſs I have a pledge for a general Reform of 
n abuſes, which muſt be preceded by a complete dereliction of thoſe 
Ir aſſumptions of power that have been made ſince the right honoura- 
r. ble gentleman came into office; in ſhort, until we have a pledge 
ic that the Conſtitution ſhall be reſtored, at leaſt to the condition it 
I was in when the Chancellor of the Exchequer came into power; 
to and that there ſhall be an entire reform of abuſes. Until that ſhall 
ie be the deſire of the people at large, and the opinion of this Houſe, 
ry I will never form a part of any Adminiſtration, But I think it is 
is too much to ſay to me, Why ſhould you ſtate your terms before 
he your Sovereign has called for your ſervices?” I never ſtated my 
of terms; I never offered my ſervices ; and I have no defire of an 


ir offer. But I have long ſaid, what I now ſay, that J will never ac- 
1 cept of any employment but on the conditions that I have ſtated. But 
ier here again let me be properly underſtood, for although I wiſh for 
n, a Reform of Parliament, I have no idea of obtaining it, but by the 
at- organ and through the means of Parliament. The attempt to ob- 
p- nin it in any other way, I never thought of. That I deteſt the 
ar- preſent Adminiſtration, that is to ſay, the preſent ſyſtem, is moſt 
ea due; but if I deteſt them on account of one thing more than ano- 
to ther, it is, that their meaſures have made me think it poſſible that 
d? changes may be made by illegal means, that is, without the inter- 
My vention of Parliament. 

you At one time I know that this was impoſſible ; what a dreadful 
nto Ml iefleRion to a feeling conſtitutional mind, to think of the change of 
ble Wl *ntiment that has been effected! Some gentlemen ſay, “ that with 


na me every debate degenerates into party ſpirit ; that I am ambitious, 
„ I Wd that all my ſpeeches tend to throwing things into confuſion.” 
hike Do they mean to ſay that I wiſh for violence and tumult ? —Do they 
od fink that I am deſirous of imitating Buonaparte, of carrying every 


fling before me by military valour ; or, like Barras, to leave troops 


are "ting in or ſurrounding this Houſe, and ſuppreſſing the men or party 
not WW "bom I dread by military violence? — Do they think that any of us 
you. ue ſuch wiſhes ?— Do they think that the inconveniencies of my 
ou; lie (happily now leſs than formerly) are ſuch as to make me wiſh 
) the dir confuſion ? That I aim at a time of life to ſeck a better fortune 
chile n the uſe of arms? I do not think that thoſe who know me will 
ame ke any of theſe accuſations againſt me. Aye! Aye! but then 
oint- mes the order of the day, * diſappointment and envy ;” what may 
I theſepaſſions goad me to? A learned Civilian, of whom I ſhall 
ainly the leſs, becauſe I had formerly the means of knowing him inti- 
cace, WWitely, chuſes to come forward and carricature me as an envious 
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and diſappointed man. The candour and generoſity of this attempt, 
coming from him, I ſhall leave to the world. The talents of thoſe 
artiſts tor carricature I will not queſtion ; hut looking to themſelves, 
and looking to me, they will perhaps find it Cmeult to exhibit my 
figure as the emblem of envy. Not that I defy their genius for 
miſrepreſentation ; but I really think they might find among them. 
ſelves figures better adapted to the character. He diſcovers in me 
a reſemblance to Hanno, the Carthaginian. The alluſion naturally 
brings us back to the hiſtory of the period, and makes us think of 
Hannibal as well as Hanno. If I im Hanno, he muſt have had 
in his eye alſo the Hannibal of the preſent times. The learned 
Doctor did not ſay who the Hannibal was, although it was not di- 
ficult to find where he meant the allufon to firike. And certainly 
there were ſome points of reſemblance between the right honourable 
gentleman and the charaQter ot Hannibal which a Plutarch would 
' deſcribe with energetic truth. We are told in hiſtory, if J remem- 
ber rightly, that Hannibal was the ſon of Hamilcar, one of tie 
greateſt generals and ſtateſmen in the world, and Hannibal was 
ſworn, at nine years of age, by his father, to be the eternal enemy 
of Rome. Whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer was {worn 
at that age to be the eternal enemy of the French, I know net. 
There are ſome other circumſtances which we read in hiſtory con- 
cerning theſe two characters not unworthy of recollecſion at this mo- 
ment. Not only was Hanno an enemy to Hannibal, but alſo to 
the whole Barſine faction, who were ſuppoſed to have ſhared a great 
deal from the ſucceſſes of Hannibal in war. It was ſaid of him 
that iv all his zeal for the public good he took particular care of his 
own family, and that Aſdrubal and all his other relatives in Span 
and elſewhere, were enriched with the public ſpoil. The right bo- 
nourable gentleman may perhaps have ſome relations who certain 
have not had their fortunes ruined by the war. I rather think there 
are ſome other points of reſemblance between Hannibal and the 
right honourable gentleman, Hannibal having conducted the val 
agzinſt the Romans with great rage, and every degree of bitterne 
and cruelty ; and after having ſworn, as I have ſaid, eternal enmity, 
thought himſelf a fit perſon to negotiate a peace; and indeed from 
the ſpeech which Livy makes him deliver, Hannibal was as eloquent 
a man as any that ever made a ſpeech. The figure that he made 
in the Senate of Carthage upon that occaſion was extraorcina!) 
After all the declarations he had made, he felt the ſingularity of bus 
fituation, and he ſhortly expoſed it—** Ego, Hannibal, pets pacem. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has alſo conducted a war wich 
much bitterneſs and rage as that of Hannibal againſt the Roman 
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He alſo has ſaid it would be diſgraceful and ruinous to propoſe 
peace, but he alſo has thought himſelf a fit perſon to propoſe and 
negotiate a peace; and, like Hannibal, he is a very eloquent man. 
But when we come to the other features of the character of Hanni- 
bal, I am afraid the reſemblance between him and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer will fail. Hannibal was the moſt ſkilful and the 
moſt ſucceſsful conductor of a war the world ever faw. ls that the 
character of the Chancellor of the Exchequer * Hannibal had a 
conſtantly diffident Senate, that counceracted his meaſures, thwarted 
his ſchemes, denied him what he aſked, and conitantly allowed him 
but ſcanty ſupplies; and yet with all theſe difficulties and impedi- 
ments, he performed greater deeds in war than any other General, 
except Alexander. Is that the caſe with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer * — With a diffident Senate, with ſcanty ſupplies, Hannibal 
contrived to keep up in Italy, tor fifteen years together, a powerful 
confederacy againſt the Romans, although they were made up of 
States jealous of cach other, the intereſt of ſome of whom it was to 
attack Carthage ; yet he kept them together in a confederacy againſt 
Rome for fifteen years. Is that the caſe of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ? If, therefore, I am an envious man, let-me be envious 
of the emoluments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; do not fay 
I am envious of his glory, becauſe that would be a bad compliment 
to the character of my underſtanding. 

It has been ſaid by the Secretary ot State, that we, unintentionally, 
pronounced a panegyric on the Chancellor of the Exchequer for his 
financial ſkill, by Rating the year 1792 as a period of our proſpe- 
rity; becauſe it muſt be well remembered that our condition in 
1784 was very low in point of finance. I admit the great proſpe- 
rity of this country ia the year 1792, as compared with that of 
1784. I go farther, I applaud now, as I have often applauded, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer's ſyſtem with regard to the finking 
fund. But I cannot think it a very wonderful thing that this 
country ſhould flouriſh in its finance in the courſe of eight years 
peace. I ſhould certainly think otherwiſe, if I agreed with the 
Secretary of State, who ſays, that the preſent lowneſs of our funds 
is owing to the increaſe of our commerce. But why was I an ap- 
prover of the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1792 
in preference to that of 1784? Why! let him aſk his right honour- 
able friend (Mr. Windham) who fits near him. "The ſyſtem 
Was adopted in 1784 was entirely repugnant to the principles o 
Conſtitution. Whether the calamities that have ſince befallc 


Country are the effect of the ſyſtem adopted in 1784, ſome 


may think an important inquiry. I think otherwiſe ; for 
i | AK 2 5 
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ſyſtem the power of the Crown was prodigiouſly increaſed, and 
much of that power, which till then had been in the hands of the 
people, was made to depend upon the caprice of that tribe of perſons 
who are conſtantly about a Court, have none but Court views, and 
may very properly be denominated a Court Faction. I now com- 
plain not of the guilt of this, but of the calamiry. Has that ſyſtem, 
or has it not, produced that calamity ? “ But here we come to a 
diſtinction: in conſidering this war, we muſt conſider ſeparately wha: 
we ourſelves have done, and what our allies have done. Our allies 
have deſerted us; we had no reaſon to ſuppoſe they would.” Are 
we to conſider the character of a Stateſman as not including in it 
ſome faculty of gueſſing at the views and intereſts, and conſequently 
the probable conduct, of thoſe with whom he is to enter into alliance? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer may ſay, © I engaged with the 
King of Pruſſia; I thought he would have been faithful, but he 
was faithleſs.” Was he not warned of this? When he interfered 
in the affairs of Holland, he was deſired to look at the ſtate of Flan- 
ders; he deſpiſed our counſel: the reſult is before our eyes. But 
this was a mere miſtake.” Yes: it was certainly a miſtake ; but 
it was a miſtake of which he was forewarned. How ſtands the caſe 
now with regard to Auſtria ? I heard laſt night for the firſt time, 
in this Houſe (and I was almoſt confounded when I heard it; l 
had almoſt thought I had got into ſome other Houſe), Auſtria was 
called our perfidious Ally” by one of the friends of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer! This naturally brings to my recollection the 
manner in which the Miniſter has often ſpoken of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, To take the debate on the Auſtrian loan, for inſtance, as 
a ſample of the reſt: I conſidered the Auſtrian loan like a ſubſidy 
to Auſtria, I took the liberty of ſaying that we ſhould never have 
our money back : the Chancellor of the Exchequer fell into a rage 
at this: What,” ſaid he, “ treat a Loan like a S:b/idy ?—a loan to 
« Prince who is as punctual to pecuniary payments as renowned for 
military glory — Our faithful ally !=—-It was baſe to deſert him!” 
How ſtands the fat? No re-payments was ever made upon this 
loan to his Imperial Majeſty ; and in a few weeks the people of 
this country muſt pay out of their own pockets the intereſt of this 
money, which was advanced to the Emperor, becauſe the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was pleaſed to have a good opinion of the credit of 
the Bank of Vienna. ** But human nature is liable to miſtake.” Soil 
is: but are thoſe who miſtake almoſt every thing, fit perſons to poſſe 
public confidence? * But do not look at the campaign with AuF- 
tria ; behold the brilliancy of our naval victories! Has our na} 
not acted as it ſhould do?” Certainly it has; and but for its er- 
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ertions we ſhould not now be debating in this Houſe, But, as an 
honourable friend of mine has obſerved already, what are we to 
think of that cauſe which even ſuch exertions cannot ſerve ? Mon- 
teſquizu, who had a happy method of expreſſing his opinion, ſaid, 
that © He conceived God Almighty created the Turks and the 
Spaniards for no other purpoſe than to ſhew to mankind what a great 
empire is, when inhabited by ſlaves.” What would Monteſquieu 
ſay, if he lived among us? He would fay, © That country muſt 
de in a deplorable ſtate, when it is governed by a Miniſter who 


cannot advance his cauſe one ſtep by the brilliant actions of a Howe, 


a Duncan, a St. Vincent! The man who cannot accompliſh his 
object by ſuch exploits muſt have ſomething in view that is not at- 
tainable by any human power.” 

The Secretary of State has ſaid ſomething of an huſſaring expe- 
dition in America ; by way of derifion, I preſume. Have we had 
much profitable huſſaring in this war? I know the Engliſh have 
often ated with glory; and 1 hope they will continue to do fo : 
but, in compliment to the army that I reſpect, I had rather be filent 
than ſay any thing of the Engliſh campaigns in Flanders. But it 
was ſtated that we participated in the glory of our allies when they 
were ſucceſsful on the Continent ; that to our ſupplies of counſel 
and of gold, were chiefly to be aſcribed the triumphs they, had 
achieved. On this participation in the ſucceſs of our allies the 
right honourable gentleman boaſted in a memorable quotation : 


Quod Thebz cecidere, meum eſt: me credite Leſbon, 

Me Teuedon, Chryſenque, et Cyllan Apollinis urbes, 
Et Syron cepiſſe: mea concuſſa putate 

Procubuiſſe ſolo Lyrneſſia mznia dextra. 


The people of England had a merit in this (he ſaid) from 
the loan they gave; there was not a peaſant in this country who 
did not participate in the joy for the victories of the Auſtrian arms, 
becauſe there was not a peaſant in this country whoſe labours did 
not contribute to produce the loan by which the Auſtrian arms 
were ſupplied. Something of this kind was ſaid of the Pruſſian 
arms at one time that ſcene is now ſhifted — now, even Auſtria is 
called a perfidious ally. What concluſion do I draw from this? 
Why, that a man who is compelled to change and to ſhift from 
point to point, as the Minifer has done in the courſe of this war, 
either has no definite object in view, or that, if he bas, he never will 
arrive at it, How are the meaſures of the Miniſter defended ? 
Can you ſay any thing for the Miniſter? No; but others would 
be worſe,” Why, truly that appears a little extravagant, I think. 
© But would you not defend this meaſure rather than invite Buona- 
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parte to come here ? Which do you think the worſe of the two, this 
bill, or the requiſition of Buonaparte?“ Why, truly, I muft con- 
feſs this is an ingenious way of arguing ; a curious queſtion to aſk of 
an Engliſhman ; of the two, certainly a requiſition from our own 
Governors is better than that of a foreign enemy : but what fort of 
defence do you call that? What is this bill? A requiſition ; 
founded upon what—juſtice or injuſtice ? Upon injuſtice. What is 
a requiſition founded upon injuſtice? A robbery. There is no cri. 
terion by which this plunder upon the people is to be made. Some 
have called it a tax upon expenditure, and ſome a tax upon in- 
come; it is neither the one nor the other. Indeed I have never 
heard any one of its advocates explain ſatisfactorily what it is. 
Quite ſure I am, that it is very difficult, if not impoſiible, to lay a 
tax upon income, without great injuſtice ; and in this caſe, that in- 
| Juſtice is of the moſt horrible kind. The cafe put by an honour- 
able friend of mine, is a very fit one, to ſhew the inequality of the 
meaſure. Suppoſe one perſon has 1000l. in the Short Annuities, 
another rooo!. in the Long Annuities ; the income will be the 
fame to both, but the property is very unequal, conſequently the 
ability to pay is much greater in the one than in the other, ſo much 
as fix to one, or thereabouts ; and yet if this is to be regulated by 
income, the charge will be exactly the ſame on both. Income is a 
thing which cannot in its nature be aſcertained ; arid conſequently 
this meaſure muſt be defective in that particular, as well as in every 
other view in which it can be conſidered. Gentlemen have faid, 


that we ought to give up a part of our property to preſerve the 


remainder.” The juſtneſs of that propoſition I never attempted to 
deny, when taken in its fair ſenſe; that is to ſay, that, by giving a 
part, the remainder is ſecured ; but when a part is given to a meaſure 
that has in its very eſſence a tendency to render the remainder inſe- 
cure, there is an end of the juſtneſs of the propoſition. Such is the 
nature of the meaſure now before the Houſe ; by aſſenting to this 
bill you will lay down a principle that the Miniſter may ſeize what 
part and what proportion he pleaſes of the property of the people of 
this country, upon the ſame pretext as he is pleaſed to make uſe of 
now, namely, that it is done for the public good. | 
I never, until laſt night, heard any thing like a ſpecific propoſi 
tion for taxing property in the funds—I have no doubt of the 
purity of the motives of the learned gentleman (Mr. Simeon) who 
made that propoſition ; but I cannot help expreſſing a hope that no 
direct tax of that kind will ever take place in this country. There 
is one way in which the funds may be made to feel the effects 
of taxation, and that is a fair way, for it is indirect in its effect. 
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Such, indeed, is always the caſe, when any addition is made to our 
funded debt; that addition muſt, in the nature of things, have 
ſome effect upon the value of that which was funded before. This 
effect, however, touches nothing but the marketable price of the 
capital; it has nothing to do with the dividends. That fort 
of effect it is juſt it ſhould have; becauſe Government faith is only 
pledged for the punctnal payment of the intereſt of your funded 
debt; the capital, cach individual muſt make what he can of in 
the market. 

This bill is-an unjuſt meaſure from the beginning to the end, 
but that which is the moit glaring injuſtice is the clanſe which gives 


to the bill a retroſpective effect. That makes ir, what no bill ever 


ſhould be, viz. an ex 5H fats law. By this you tax a man next 
year, becauſe he kept a carriage laſt year. From the circumſtance 
of a man having kept a carriage laſt year, you preſume he will 
have a certain income the next, and therefore you tax him at a cer- 
tain rate; nothing can be more inconcluſive, or more unjuſt than 
this. Some gentlemen, indeed, admit that this bill is unjuſt, which 
they affect to lament, but they ſay that money muſt be had, and a 
great deal muſt be raiſed within the year, and therefore they will 
vote for this bill for want of knowing how to find out a better mea- 
ſure for the public ſervice : the Member for Lincoln has ſaid, that 
although there is a great inequality in this bill, and conſequently 
much injuſtice, yet he muſt vote for it, fince he knew of no better 
plan. When a meaſure is propoſed to be agreed upon by this Houſe, 
to take from the people that which muſt in many caſes be taken un- 
juſtly, if taken at all, what ſhould that be called but a rubbery ? for 
it certainly is ſo. This bill is unjuſt in many cafes, it is acknow- 
ledged to be ſo. Are your public a{fairs in that Rate in which it is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary that your Legiſlature ſhould enact unjuſtice? — 
Why, Sir, this bill is ſo monſtrous, and the objections to it are ſo 
many, that the dithculty is, where to begin with them, or how to 
compreſs them into ſomething like a tolerable compaſs. I met a 
gentleman to-day, whole cafe is only one out of a thouſand others 
that are at hand, perhaps ſome of them harder, or will be ſo under 
this bill. That gentleman has, for ſome time, kept a four-wheeled 
little carriage, drawn by a ſingle hurſe. He aſked me at what time 
it was neceſſary for him to prove he diſcontinued the uſe of it, in 
order to be exempted from the duties of this bill upon that fingle ar- 
ticle? I told him I underſtood the day to be the 10th of October 
laſt, He ſaid he had laid it down before that time, and wiſhed to 
have ſold it, but could not meet with a purchaſer. I believe there 
ae many Members in this Houſe to whom that is no wonder. The 
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gentleman then told me, that one day, after the 1oth of ORober, 
having occaſion to go as far as Fulham, and it being a rainy day, 
he took his little carriage, there being a head, or cover to it, and 
went in it, in preference to riding on horſeback, and to ſave the 
expence of a hackney coach. Thus by this one journey to Fulham 
in a rainy day, he has uſed this famous four-wheeled carriage, and 
muſt therefore pay for that ride 321. a year for an indefinite period. 
I fay an indefinite period, for there is no time for the operation of 
this bill, it muſt be continued until a certain ſum of money be raiſed 
by it. Now I aſk, is this any thing like juſtice * I with to know, 
whether there was any thing adopted in France, that in point of 
principle, is worſe than this? The extent of the injuſtice is another 
thing ; the principle is the ſame whether the injury be large or 
ſmall; by the way, this injury is-not yery contemptible in ſize. The 
next point that preſents itſelf to my mind, thus curſorily running 
over the bill, (for I do not profeſs to be minute, that would be end- 
lefs); the next point, I ſay, is the caſe of a perſon who is entitled to 
2 ſmall fortune upon the death of his parent. It is a caſe of a moſt 
abominable oppreſſion ; a hardſhip never heard of in this country 
until this bill made its appearance. Let us ſuppoſe the caſe of a ſon 
whoſe father had lived in a profuſe way the year before his death, 
and whoſe expenditure was much beyond the proportion of his in- 
come. The ſon muſt pay for it; for the ſcale of aſſeſſment is not 
to be formed by what the eſtate of the ſon can afford, but by what 
the extravagance of the father has ſquandered. Thus a man is 
made to pay, not according to his ability, but according to his miſ- 
fortune ; not that misfortune which is brought on by his own fault 
either, but that misfortune which is brought upon him by the fault 
of another. Does this apply to the rich heir ? No, he is proteQed 
by the proviſions of the bill ; but it is thus the poor one is expoſed 
to the moſt inhuman cruelty. But in anſwer to this it is ſaid that 
the relief afforded under the declaration of property, is an anſwer to 
all theſe objedtions. Are you aware of all the difficulties that will 
attend the declaration of income ? I own that, ſpeaking in the ab- 
ſtract, I do not ſee why gentlemen of fortune ſhould have any 
difficulty in declaring what their incomes are; but I know they have 
that difficulty ; they do poſſeſs that nicety. I know that many 
gentlemen in the country, who in the early part of their lives, in 
conſequence of ſome diſſipations had improvidently granted an- 
nuities, which they would profit highly by paying off, even although 
they mortgaged their eſtates for that purpoſe, but who nevertheleſs 
continue to pay ſuch annuities rather than mortgage their eſtates, be- 
cauſe that has a tendency to diſcloſe their real income. I am not 


Jaw. 4] DEBATES. 625 


defending that practice; I am not ſaying it is a wiſe one. I rather 
think it is a weakneſs, or perhaps a fillineſs ; but I am ſtating it as 
a fact, to ſhew the difinclination men have to diſcloſe their circum- 
ſtances ; and is it not cruel to attack their delicacy, or if gentlemen 
like it better, their prejudices, in the way propoſed by this bill, 
and then to call ſuch a meaſure relief? Again—let us ſuppoſe two 
gentlemen, next door neighbours, each of the income of one thou- 
ſand a year, the one of them living in his own houſe, the other 
giving 200l. a year rent for the one he occupies ; ſuppoſe the two 
houſes to be equally aſſeſſed, theſe two perſons will pay exactly the 
ſame ſum by this bill, although, in point of fact, the income of the 
one is a complete thouſand a year and the other only eight hundred, 
for this bill does not allow the rent to be deducted out of the in- 
come. Do you call that juſtice ? I will put another caſe ; it is my 
own, and in my favour by this bill, but unjuſtly in my favour. I 
rented a houſe in London for a while ; I afterwards bought it. I 
borrowed the money to pay for it ; for which money I now pay the 
yearly intereſt of 1001. that 1ool. a year which J pay as intereſt 
for borrowed money, may be deducted out of my income under the 
proviſion of this bill, whereas had I continued to pay the ſame 
ſum in rent, and not purchaſed the houſe, I ſhould not have been 
entitled to make the deduction. Do you ſee any juſtice in that caſe ? 
The truth of the matter is, that this bill is filled with moſt monſtrous 
inequalities, and the moſt groſs injuſtice in every branch of it; 
and it reminds me of what is ſtated by Doctor Adam Smith, 
in his celebrated book on the Wealth of Nations. That author 
complains of the inequality with which ſmall taxes fall on different 
elaſſes of the community. What would he ſay if he were living, 
and ſhould look at the inequalities of this bill? But the truth of the 
matter is, that the authors of this meaſure have already ſhewn a 
contempt for the liberty of the ſubject, and they very conſiſtently 
follow up their plan with a contempt for their property. But 
it ſeems » the State requires great ſupplies ;” I grant it. But let 
me aſk if the neceſſity is ſuch as to require great injuſtice ? By this 
bill there will be caſes in which one man will pay triple the ſum 
which another pays, and yet both their incomes will be the ſame. 
In defending this bill you are forced to go to France for argument. 
You fay, „1 want money; money I muſt have, I care not 
bow. — This bill will fall with great weight upon the poor; and 
Will fall unequally even upon them. It will fall with tremendous 
weight upon the middle claſs, but it will fall uneqally upon the 
middle claſs, ſome of which it mult inevitably cruſh, It will fall 
with conſiderable weight upon the rich; ſo that there ia not one 
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elaſs in the whole fociety upon which this bill will fall with juſtice, 
It has but one ſpecies of equality, and upon that perhaps you may 
defend it, the equality of its injuſtice, for to all it is certainly 
unjuſt. 

Some gentlemen in this Houſe have affected a great deal of 
contempt for the opinion of ſhopkeepers, as to the effect which this 
bill will have upon gentlemen. «4 What can a ſhopkeeper know 
of a gentleman *” —Why yes, he can, and muſt know a good deal 
of many gentlemen, before he can be a ſucceſsful ſhopkeeper. [ 
aſk every gentleman in this Houſe, whether at a particular ſeaſon 
of the year he does not allot a certain part of his income for the 
payment of his tradeſmen ? when this bill comes to be carried into 
effect, may not many gentlemen ſay to a tradeſman, and ſay truly, 
nay, muſt not many ſay, * I have been compelled to give away 
my money to pay the new aſſeſſment, you muſt wait until I have 
another opportunity of paying you.” Perhaps fome gentlemen may 
fay as a learned gentleman has decently faid, imitating the language 

of Henry the VIII. upon a well-known occaſion. —* You are 
brutes, and do not know theſe things.” "Tradeſmen are no ſuch 
brutes as not to know that if gentlemen have no money they can- 
not pay their bills. They know it already; many gentlemen have 
given them pretty clear information upon that ſubject. But we 
may be told that if a gentleman does not pay his tradeſman, the law 
is open; that the law is equal to all: true, the law is equal to all; 
'but that law cannot be enforced without expence, and is it equally 
conventent to all to defray the expence, which is a preliminary to 
the enforcement of that lav? But it ſeems * we who oppoſe this 
bill have ſhifted our ground : at one time we complained that this 
Bill would affect, in a direct manner, all perſons in trade, but fince 
the modifications of the bill, that argument is done away.” To 
which I anſwer, look at the reſolutions of the different meetings 
that have been held all over this metropolis. They all fate that 
no modification can render this bill free from objection, by which 
they cleatly ſhew that they object to the principle of the bill. 

Some gentlemen have had the firmneſs to ſay, © that this bill 1s 
now a popular bill.” But the Noble Lord (Lord Hawkeſbury) daf 
night very fairly excepted the metropolis, by which he meant cer- 

tainly the whole town and the out-pariſhes. I will, for a moment, 
de extravagant enough to ſuppoſe, merely for the ſake of the argu- 
ment, that this bill is not diſſiked in any other part of the kingdom; 
the inhabitants of the metropolis will pay nearly one fourth of tht 
whole. Is it not a dreadful thing that they who have to a man 
proteſted againſt it, many of whom have ſolemnly declared it vil 
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be their ruin, ſhould be commanded to comply with ſuch a mea- 
ſure? What is the language of a money bill? “We give vo- 
luntarily : Who gives voluntarily; all the people of the metro- 
polis? No! do they not ſtate it will ruin them? Will this bill 
keep their affection towards Government ? Is it to be ſuppoſed 
that they will want to be addreſſed by a few words which were de- 
livered laſt night by an honourable Baronet (Sir Francis Burdett), 
to make them compare this to meaſures which the French have 
adopted ? They are driven to make theſe compariſons by this 
Houſe : and that is what I believe the honourable Baronet meant 
by what he ſaid. Every one will not judge freely, but J hope moſt 
will. Is it not a lamentable thing that this Houſe ſhould paſs a 
bill againſt which the whole metropolis proteſts, and from which 
nearly one fourth of the whole impoſt is to be collected? Then 
comes again the common-place anſwer : „you encourage the 

enemy by your obſervations.” This is the old and ſtale argument 

conſtantly made uſe of againſt me during the American war. 

« You are a friend to a French invaſion.” Sir, I have ſome ex- 

perience in theſe falſe accuſations of “ encouraging the enemy, 

and ſo on. It is the faſhion now to ſay to any man who does not 

join in reverence to the Miniſter, “ you are the friend of the 

French.” There are a number of diſaffected people in this country 

who wiſh to ſee things thrown into confuſion.” Whether the Di- 

rectory of France believe this or not, I neither know nor care. I 

know where they have learnt it. They have learnt it from the late 

books of Mr. Burke, and the ſpeeches of the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, and thoſe officious, charitable friends of his, who con- 

found in one common maſs of guilty friendſhip for the French, all 

thoſe who oppoſe the Miniſter. This idea Mr. Burke inculcated 

ſtrongly in his late pamphlet. He ſtates, „that all reformers in this 

country are men of French principles.” The Chancellor of the Ex- 

chequer, and all his afliſtants, aid and abet the publication of that 

ſlander ; and if the Directory are fooliſh enough to believe it, all I 

can fay is, I know to whom they owe the favour. 

Does the Chancellor of the Exchequer think that this tax can be 
levied? When does he think the operation of it is to ceaſe? 
There is no ſtated period for its continuance, it is to be in force un- 
till it ſhall have produced ſeven millions in the firſt inſtance, and 
eight millions in the ſecond; the whole ſum to be raiſed being fif- 
teen millions, Why then the bill, although called a temporary 
meaſure, is not to be for one, two, or three years, but is to continue 
until! it ſhall have produced fifteen millions. Upon my honour, 
dir, it is quite impoſſible to preſcrve patience ; here again I am 
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called upon to pay too much in proportion, as my neighbour ſhall 
happen to pay too little. If I pay my ſhare for two vears, and 
my neighbour does not pay for one, I muft pay again, ſo that | 
pay for three years inſtead of two; that will be the generil 
effect of it. You who can pay, muſt continue to pay. After 
you have paid for yourſelf, vou muſt then pay for your neighbour, 
if through inability or diſhoneſty he has not paid for himſelf; ſo 
that you may go on, year after year, for four, five, or fix, or more 
years, paying money for others as well as yourſelf. —* But this is 
the exigency of the time.” Why, yes, Sir, it is that fort of exi- 
gency or vengeance which puts to flight all notions of juſtice, of 
equity, of honour, or of honeſty ; and for what? For the ſupport 
of this war. What is the nature of this war? What is the object 
of it? I can conceive that Hannibal might have ſaid to the Car- 
thaginians — Grant me but ſuch and ſuch ſupplies, and I will 
put an end to this war. I will take the city of Rome, and I will 
bring you peace.” But is any thing of that kind the caſe here 
We are told that this is a war not only defenſive in principle, but 
alſo in operations. Will you expeR, therefore, that Lord Hawkel- 
bury ſhould go to Paris as Hannibal did to Rome? But to be 
ſerious Do you exped that your armies, or even your fleet, can 
bring your affairs to a criſis which may terminate the conteſt ? The 
right honourable Secretary of State ſays, ** that if the French ſhould 
invade us, the ſtruggle would be a very ſhort one.” I hope that 
if that event ſhould happen, the ſtruggle would be a ſhort one ; but 
T hope alſo the enemy will not come. The threat that they will 
come, however, brings to my mind what was ſaid by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer four years ago. I remember how, in a beautiful 
diſplay of eloquence, he ſaid the French were not on the brink, but 
in the gulph of bankruptcy.” They now ſay we are in that ſituation. ! 
hope they are as much miſtaken with regard to our reſources as the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has proved himſelf to be with regard 
to theirs. | 
I fay, I hope for peace, and [I ſay there is no rational hope for 
peace without a removal of Miniſters. They ſay they have done 
all they can to obtain peace, and they refer to the opinion which this 
Houfe expreſſed upon the ſubjeR of the laſt negotiation. Not hav- 
ing attended when that negotiation was diſcuſſed, I will grant that 
in their laſt negotiation they were ſincere. But now they triump" 
and fay, “ whatever you thought of the war at firſt, now you ſhould 
join in the proſecution of it, for now you have no other remedy. 
Will the people of this country be ſatisfied with this declaration 
Will they not rather ſay, “we ſhould have Miniſters who wels 
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J not only ſineerely deſirous la? ſummer to obtain peace, but who were 

0 always deſirous to obtain it; who are nato deſirous to obtain it.” 

[ Will they not ſay, we know that this conteſt might have been 

l put an end to three years ago? Nothing ſtood in the way of that 

er bleſſing but the perverſe diſpoſition of His Majeſty's preſent Miniſ- 

r MW ters.” Indeed the honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, what- 

9 ever reaſon may have changed his rind fince, was of that opinion 

re ſome time ago. He thought we ſhould propoſe ſome terms of 

is peace; he made a motion to that effect, in which I had the honcur 

bs to join with him. Did he not think then that Miniſters had neg- 

of leted their duty in not attempting to negotiate? I know not, nor j 
rt am I ſolicitous to know, what he thinks now. I am of opinion, & 
& and fo I believe are the people of this country in general, that Mi- i 
r niſters neglected an opportunity which they fairly had to obtain | 
ill peace. This Houſe thought there was a fair opportunity for that 9 
ill purpoſe when the honourable gentleman's motion was made. The 0 
e! Chancellor of the Exchequer, pereciving this, indulged the Houſe {Ul 
ut by allowing it to expreſs a wiſh for peace, but, by an artful trick, my 
ef- prevailed upon the Houſe to adopt certain words in their reſolutions, 1 
be by which it was left to the King's Miniſters to judge “ whether 4 
an France was in a fituation capable of maintaining the accuſtomed re- 1 | 
'he lations of peace and amity with gther powers?“ Will any man 9 
ald fay he believes that France was not at that very moment capable of ny 
nat maintaining peace with any power with which it ſhould conclude a Al | 
but treaty? Does any man doubt that the French were then as capa- Ml | 
vill ble of maintaining peace as any power in this world? Was it not Wl 
lor then apparent to all Europe? I am not bound to ſorm a comparative | r | 
ful opinion between the power of France to maintain peace at that time | {i 
but and at this ; but if I was bound, I ſhould fay that they were more 4 f 
4 ſo at that period than they are at this moment, or were laſt ſummer, bl 
the when our Miniſters attempted to negotiate with them : therefore Wo 
ard upon their own principle, Miniſters have negleQed an opportunity | 1:3 

to obtain peace. Why then am I compelled to lay down my car- 7 

ſor riage? Why am I compelled to diſcharge my ſervants? Why | | 
one am I compelled to turn away my labourers? Why am I to de- 184 
this prive my wife and family of their comforts? Why are the manu- 1 
lav- faQurers and artiſans of this country ſtarving ? Why are the mid- mn 
that dle claſs of ſociety to be reduced to poverty; Becauſe the French 1 5 
mph attacked us in 1792, and ſent away Lord Malmeſbury in 1797 1 4 
zuld No! but becauſe the King's Miniſters did not chuſe to ſay in 1795 1 
dy." that the French were capable of maintaining peace and amity with 
on! other powers. So that all your happineſs or comfort, and for ought 


I know, your exiſtence, is made to depend upon the opinion of the 
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King's Miniſters, and that too when ſuch opinion was contrary to that 
of all the reſt of Europe. For this are we to be aſſeſſed and mulg, 
and robbed and plundered, more than any nation, not in a ſtate of 
Revolution, ever was upon earth. 

We are all agreed that great exertions are neceſſary, but differ 
about the means. My opinion is moſt clear that great exertions 
muſt now be made; my opinion is as clear that ſuch exertions can- 
not be made while thoſe Miniſters, who have ſo abuſed their power, 
continue to poſſeſs it ; and on account of whoſe negligence ariſes 
the very queſtion which is now before you. But it ſeems we ſhould 
now be unanimous ; and gentlemen on the fide ſay, that « my 
ſpeeches are not calculated to produce unanimity.” The beſt re. 
turn to that is, © are yours ſo?” Lou wiſh us to come to you. 
We fay you ſhould come over to us?” What! the majority come 
over to the minority? Les, the majority come over to the mi- 
nority.” There are many gentlemen in this Houſe who have far 
upon juries. I aſk them, whether, when a jury is divided in opi- 
nion, and the cafe cannot be ſettled without a compromiſe, whether 
thoſe who are of the ſevere opinion do not conſtantly give way to 
thoſe of the milder diſpoſition? When the queſtion therefore is, 
whether you ſhall agree to a mcaſure that is directly hoſtile to the 
Conſtitution, that calls upon the people to pay what they have diſ- 
tintly told you hey cannot pay, I ſav, that the majority ſhould 
come over to the minority. You cannot expect the confidence of 
the people upon your preſent ſyſtem ; it has already led to too many 
misfortunes. I ſay the maſs of the people of England are againſt 
you; but were it poſſible to obtain it, would you be contented with 
the unanimity of the people of Great Britain! I ſay you ſhould 
have the unanimity and affæction of the whole of the Britiſh em- 
pire. Look at Ireland. After the fatal conſequences that have en- 
ſued upon your breaking the promiſes which you authorized Lord 
Fitzwilliam to make, do you conceive that you will have unanimity 
there without Parliamentary Reform and the emancipation of the 
| Cathatics * After the inhuman dragooning and horrible executions, 
the recital of which makes the blood run cold ; after ſo much mi- 
litary cruelty, not in one, but almoſt every part of the country; is it 
poitible for this Adminiitration to procure unanimity in that coun- 
try? I will do them the juſtice to ſay, they do not themſelves ex- 
peR it; they truſt there to the force of a military government. In 
this war it is ſaid, and truly, we have more acknowledged ſuperiority 
than ever we had, even at ſea ; and yet ſuch is the general diſafiec- 
tion in Ireland, and ſuch is the cauſe for general diſaffection in Eng- 
land, that the force for the internal defence of both, is four times 
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2s great as when you had all France, Spain and Holland againſt 
you ; and when they were powers independent of each other, not, 
as now they are, under the nod of the French Republic. Now 
you are forced to have large armies, not only againſt foreign nations, 
but alſo againſt your domeſtic enemies, as you call them, both in 
England and in Ireland, but moſt particularly in Ireland. In this 
country we are told there are many diſaffected perſons, and fo on; 
and it was brought as a charge againſt me, that I ſaid I thought 
there was no plot againſt the Government of this country proved to 
exiſt. I thought in the year 1792 that the number of perſons who 
were diſaffeRed to the form of our Government was not large. I 
thought, with Mr. Juſtice Eyre, “that they were almoſt without 
numbers, without money, and even without zeal ;” but I do not 
think now, however, that becauſe there is ſilenee, therefore there is 
ſafety ; © but you predicicy that Lord Fitzwilliam's zeal would pro- 
duce miſchief ; noti:ing, for a long time after that, happened in Ire- 
land, and therefore your prediction was wrong; Lord Fitzwilliam's 
recall produced nothing.” Were not the ſeeds of diſaffection and 
revolt ſown by that recall? Have you not encouraged them to 
ſhoot up? Have you not nurtured them in their growth? Do 
you not now ſee the produce? Do you not expect ſoon to be called 
upon to reap the harveſt? My opinion is, that thoſe who were for 
-a Republic in preference to a Monarchy, or who wiſhed to reduce 
the Monarchy to a cypher, were few at firſt, I believe they are not 
yet formidable in numbers : but that they are increaſed in ſuch a 
proportion, that if they were at firſt ſo numerous as they were ſaid to 
be, they would now be a dreadful body, is what I cannat heſitate to 
ſay. Are you now proceeding ina way to reduce their number ? 
Do you expect to make men love the Monarchy of this country by 
confuſion, confiſcation and military cruelty ? When men reaſon, or 
think they reaſon, upon any ſubjedt, you mult treat even their pre- 


judioes with tenderneſs. You are now a divided and diſcontented 


people. What is your remedy? A change of ſyſtem. A Miniſ- 
try that ſhall give confidence to the French, not that confidence 
which they wiſh, but the confidence which we wiſh, a confidence that 
we have a Miniſtry capable of commanding the unanimous affec- 
tions of the people of Great Britain, and the people of Ireland. This 
can be obtained only by an entire change of ſyſtem, by a correction 
of abuſes, by a Parliamentary Reform, and above all, by allowing 
the people their juſt balance in your political ſcale—that is the way 
to unite their affections, and to make the whole maſs of them as it 
vere one man, fixed and determined on his object, and that object 
his country's glory. That is the way to diſplay the real beau- 
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ties of our Conſtitution ; the true old Britiſh Conſtitution. Shew 
the people that their Conſtitution is not paper and packthread; 
but that it is capable of procuring for them real, ſolid bleſſings ; not 
a Conſtitution that permits confiſcation, proſeription, plunder and 
military execution ; not a Conſtitutien under which thoſe only can 
go on with the war who are hated and condemned by the people ; 
not a Conſtitution under which the multitude are preſſed almoſt to 
death, while others ſmile and bear no part of the burden—1 {ee 
here the impropriety of not having an example from the higheſt au- 
thority to encourage us to bear our burdens. A learned gentleman 
alluded to the caſe of the people of Rome when they were oppreſſed. 
They aid to their rulers, © you may beat us with ſtripes, but you 
cannot take from us that which we have not - what did the people 
of high rank in Rome do? They made the greateſt ſacrifices they 
could to ſhew the people they were willing to bear their ſhare of the 
burdens ; they did not leave themſelves any gold or ſilver, except for 
the ſake of diſtinction, viz. a gold fringe for the Patrician vouth, 
and earrings and necklaces ri“ Roman matrons. I aſk for no 
ſuch ſacrifices, I only aſk that thoſe who have the higheſt preroga- 
tives, privileges and immunities, ſhould not be wholly exempted 
from theſe burdens, and ſtand aloof from the ſcene of action. 1 
only aſk that ſome ſacrifices ſhould be made ; to what extent I 
ſhould leave to the good ſenſe and honourable feelings of others. 
But it is ſaid that this bill will give no additional influence to the 
Crown. I do not mean to infinuate that Miniſters intend it ſhould ; 
on the contrary, I acquit them of any ſuch intention; but that it will 
have that effect is moſt clear, and it is unavoidable. It will add 
more to the influence of the Crown than any other meaſure that has 
been adopted in the courſe of the preſent war. I think I know 
what I am ſaying upon this ſubject, having had a great deal of expe- 
rience upon it in the courſe of ſo many repeated canvaſſes for the 
ſuffrages of the electors of the city and liberty of Weſtminſter. If 
the caſe ſhould be, as I am afraid it will, that when the contribution 
is due, hardly any man can pay it, what arc you to do? Would 
you caſt every defaulter into priſon, or diſtrain upon his goods! 
No, there will be ſome indulgence. That muſt be, in the nature 
of the thing, diſcretionary, and thus every man muſt be, more or 
leſs, under the power of the tax collector; that collector muſt, 
from the nature of his office, be connzQed with Government 
Thoſe who canvaſs at elections will find a vaſt number of men 
who have very decided opinions againſt Adminiſtration, but who 
are afraid of doing any thing that may diſoblige thoſe who have in- 
fluence with the Executive Power. I do not ſay that this is the de- 
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fire of Miniſters. I do not think it is: but I do ſay that this will 
be the inevitable conſequence of it; for a prodigious number of 
men will be aware that they muſt either vote for a Court candidate, 
againſt their conſcience, or be ruined. What, then, is the reſult of 
all this? Why, that the Crown will have, by this bill, an immenſe 
power, in addition to that enormous influence which it already has 
in this Houſe, and which has been the fource of all your evils ; and 
which has made you a mockery of the public voice—I ſay, put an 
end to all theſe unſeemly appearances. Recur to your good old 
Engliſh Conſtitution. Make the Crown what it ought to be ; 
what the Conſtitution intended it to be, the guardian of the rights 
and liberties of the ſubjects; not the object of their jealouſy and 
alarm, ſuch as I have no heſitation in pronouncing it now to be. 
] aſk yon to examine with attention the hiftory of this country, and 
to reflect upon it; you will ſee that all its calamities have been 
chiefly owing to that ſyſtem which tends to increaſe the influence of 
the Crown, and to encroach upon the rights of the people; a ſyſ- 
tem that muſt end either in ſlavery or revolt, But when we ex- 
2mine the courſe of this war, and the train of evils which it has 
already brought upon us; when we fee the contemptible ignorance 
of the greater part, the indifference of others, of thoſe who generally 
compoſe what is called the Court party, concerning the Rights and 
Liberties of the People, and of the means to procure them happineſs, 
when we ſee what deſcription of perſons they are, naturally, from 
their i ignorance and folly, led to protect and encourage ; when we ſee 
that it is a part of their ſyſtem to excuſe from all burden thoſe who 
ought to be the moſt ready to bear it ; we are naturally led, I think, 

to call for a radical and fundamental change of ſyſtem, as well as 
of the Miniſters who have acted under it, and who have brought 
you to your preſent moſt calamitous condition. TI with this country 
to manifeſt its ſtrength to the world at large, and moſt emphatically 
to the enemy. I know that cannot be done without large ſup- 
plies ; but all our ſupplies muſt be voluntary ; in that has conſiſted 
the very eſſence of our country's glory, in that has conſiſted the dif- 
ference between us and other nations, and has fo often exalted us 
above them all, in faith, in credit, in honour, in every thing that 
conſtitutes the greatneſs of a people. Ir is in that, too, has con- 
liſted the difference between the meaſures adopted in this and otber 
wars, and which reveals the myſtery of your preſent diſtreſs. What is 
the remedy? A radical reform, a total change of ſyſtem ; but 
above all, a Parliament that ſhall be known, felt, and acknow- 
ledg d, to ſpeak the voice of the People. I remember how beau- 


tfuily this point was illuſtrated by Mr. Burke in his celebrated 
Vor. IV. 4 M 
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ſpeech for conciliation with the colonies, the ſubſtance of which 
was, (ſpeaking. of the caſes of Wales and Cheſter), That the 
march of the human mind was ſlow ; that it was not, until after 
two hundred years, diſcovered, that by an eternal law, Providence 
had decreed vexation to violence, and poverty to rapine ; that our 
anceſtors did, however, at length open their eyes to the ill huſbandry 
of injuſtice. They found that the tyranny of a free people could of 
all tyrannies the leaſt be endured, and that laws made againſt a 
whole nation were not the moſt effectual methods for ſecuring its 
obedience. Accordingly, in the twenty-ſeventh year of Henry the 
Eighth, the courſe was entirely altered ; with a preamble, ſtating 
the entire and perfect rights of the Crown of England, it gave to 
the Welſh all the rights and privileges of Engliſh ſubjects. A po- 
litical order was eſtabliſhed ; the military power gave way to the 
Civil; the marches were turned into counties. But that a nation 
ſhould have a right to Engliſh liberties, and yet no ſhare at all in 
the fundamental ſecurity of theſe liberties, the grant of their own 
property, ſeemed a thing ſo incongruous, that eight years after, that 
is, in the thirty-fifth-of that reign, a complete, and not ill- propor- 
tioned, repreſentation by counties and boroughs was beſtowed upon 
Wales by act of Parliament. From that moment, as by a charm, 
the tumults ſubſided, obedience was reſtored ; peace, order, and 
civilization, followed in the train of liberty. When the day-ſtar of 
the Engliſh Conſtitution had ariſen in their hearts, all was har- 
mony within and without. BE | 


Simul alba nautis 
Stella refulſit 
Defluit ſaxis agitatus humor; 
Concidunt venti, fu; iuntque nubes: 
Et minax (quod ſic Toluere) ponto 
Unda recumbit. 


This is ſaying, that it is a divine principle which God and Na- 
ture have planted in the human character; ſo that it is there, and 
there only, can be true ſecurity for ſocial bleſſings, where there is a 
true Repreſentation of the People. By this he has ſaid more in fa- 
vour of a Repreſentative Government, (I do not mean a Repreſen- 
tative Government in the ſenſe which ſome invidious perſons are 
ready to impute to me, but a truc Repreſentation of the People in 
this Houſe,) than is contained in ſome whole volumes that have 
been written upon the ſubject. You know what has paſſed in Ire- 
land upon the ſubject of a corrupt Parliament. It is good for us to 
have + magniiving glaſs through which ſuch an object may be viewed, 


becauſe it enables us to ſec its deformity the more diſtinẽtly. Mr. 
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Grattan ſtated plainly, “ that Peerages were ſold in Ireland to 
thoſe who ſent Members into the Houſe of Commons to vote for 
Government.” Was that denied ? Not a word of it ; ſomething of 
that kind was ſtated by my honourable friend Mr. Tierney), not 
very ambiguouſly either, applying to the ſpecific caſe of a certain 


Peer lately created, Was that denied this night ? No notice taken 
of it. Will you then perſiſt in paſſing a bill which the whole me- 


tropolis, called upon to pay one-fourth of it, unanimouſly diſapprove? |. 


Yes, I believe you will, in utter defiance of the public voice. Am 
I then unreaſonable in my declaration, that I will not attend this 
Houſe, when I am ſo confident I eannot do good? The beſt 
thing I can do is to draw the attention of the people to the Houſe 
of Commons; let them ſee what paſſes here, who they are who 
fit and act here; then let them decide whether they are repreſented 
here or not. I do not wiſh to have any ſhare in directing their 
anger, much leſs to inflame their paſſions, although it is ſaid that 
much artifice is employed for that purpoſe. There was a diviſion 
here ſome time ago, and there were two hundred and odd againſt 
fifteen, I do not mean to detract from the abilities of that mino- 
rity, eſpecially thoſe of my honourable friends who ſpoke to-night, 
but they will forgive me, if I ſay, that the public abhorrence of 
this bill is not the effect of their cloquence. It is owing to the in- 
trinſie iniquity of the bill itſelf, which is moſt evident from the fact 
that almoſt all the reſolutions of all the pariſnes were entered into 
before any thing, or before much, had been ſaid in Parliament 
againſt it. I know we are in a ſituation to which the wiſdom of 
our Miniſters is not adequate. I will go farther, and fay, that the 
wiſdom of no man. or body of men, is equal to it; nor ever will 
be ſo upon your preſent plan of politics. We muſt have the advice 
of the people collected and expreſſed freely and liberally. Our 
baſis muſt be made much broader than it is at preſent. We muſt 
give to the people their due ſhare in the Government, we muſt 
let them know and feel that they are fighting for their own rights 
and for their own ſovercignty, againſt foreign nations, and fighting 
for that liberty which no foreign nation can give. You can do 
nothing by ſaying in this Houſe, © this or that is the opinion of the 
people,” but you ſhould have that opinion from themſelves freely 
expreſſed, by a true, ſubſtantial, as well as a virtual repreſentation of 
the people. Not by univerſal ſuffrage, in my opinion, but upon a 
ſeale ſhort of that, but, with that limitation, as large as it 
Is otherwiſe poſſible. Theſe are the only means to ſhew the real 


Brength of this country. By theſe means you will neither have nor 


Want ſo many mercenary troops as you have at preſent, but you 
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will poſſeſs a much more important force to aſſert and protect your 
freedom. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT, in a ſpeech of conſiderable length, re- 
plied to the arguments that had been made in the courſe of the debate. 
He ſaid he ſhould not trouble the Houſe long with the obſervations 
he had to offer. He ſhould have thought it unneceſſary to argue 
the ſubject again, if he had not found that the principle on which 
the expediency of the meaſure was maintained, was admitted in 
words, but denied in ſubſtance. The firſt point of inquiry was, whe- 
ther this was an occaſion in which the country was bound to make 
a great and unuſual exertion to defeat the attempts and render abor- 
tive the menaces of the enemy. This ſeemed to be admitted by 
ſome gentlemen who thought proper to oppoſe the bill, and was not 
denied by any. Notwithſtanding which admiſſion, it was now 


maintained for the firſt time, though the ſubject had been fix weeks 


under diſcuſſion, that the bill ſhould be ſuſpended till the Houſe had 
inſured the diſmiſſion of His Majeſty's Miniſters, and a radical Re- 
form to an unexplained and indefinite extent. "The charges againſt 
the preſent Adminiſtration, he ſaid, related to ſubjeRs already diſ- 
cuſſed and decided by the Houſe, or to matters that exiſted long ago, 
and no ways connected with the preſent queſtion; and he could 
not but think the meaſure, as a neceſſary means of defence, would 
be as indiſpenſable, ſhould any change of that nature take place, as 
if it did not. All the arguments therefore directed to that object 
he thought greatly miſapplicd. Although the right honourable gen- 
tleman had taken credit to himſelf for great humility in diſclaiming 
any part in ſuch projected change, he thought his reſolution would, 
in ſuch caſe, be overborne by the importunity of his friends; who 
would, doubtleſs, make it the boaſt and glory of their lives, that they 
had been the means of vanquiſhing his ſeruples, and reſtoring him 
to a- ſtation to which, in their opinion, his talents entitled him. He, 
however, ſo much differed from them on this point, that if he had 
no other motive to continue in office, he ſhould think it an indiſ- 
penſable duty ſo to do for the benefit of the country, if he thereby 
was the means of keeping that right honourable gentleman out of 
power, who declared he only would come into it on the conditions 
of a radical Reform of Parliament, and a total change of meaſures, 
without ſpecifying to what extent that Reform and that change were 
intended to be carried. He then examined the particulars of the 
conditions referred to by Mr. Fox, and ſhowed that they were at 
leaſt very ſimilar in appearance to all thoſe objects ſought for by the 
avowed enemies of the Conſtitution. As to the probability of a 


new Adminiſtration obtaining peace, he ſaw not how thoſe who ha 
* 8 6 1 1 
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been continually maintaining the juſtice of the enemy's courſe, and 
the deficiency of our reſources, were likely to procure moderate 
terms in treaty, or to inſpire the enemy with much dread as to the 
continuance of the war. He maintained that individual Members 
of Parliament, as well as Miniſters, had a public duty, and were 
liable to a certain degree of reſponſibility. He meant not to inquire 
into the motives by which the conduct of certain gentlemen alluded 
to formerly might be influenced. If this point was ſubje to any 
general rule, it was that a Member of Parliament could hardly be 
ouilty of a greater breach of truſt than by deſerting his poſt in the 
hour of danger, and particularly fo, if, in ſo doing, he meant to caſt 
an odium, and bring into contempt, the body of which he was made 

a Member, for very different purpoſes. 

Mr. FOX, Mr. SHERIDAN, and Dr. LAURENCE, ſaid each 


a few words in explanation; after which the queſtion was put on Mr. 
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Sheridan's motion. 


Ayes, 75 —-Noes, 202— Majority, 127. 
On the queſtion, that the bill be now read a third time, 
Ayes, 196 —Noes, 7 1— Majority, 125. 


4 LIST of the MAFORITY an the THIRD READING of the 
ASSESSED-TAX PILL. 
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Rrappe, = 
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Scott, Sir Wm. 

Scott, David 
Sewell, Robert 
Seymour, Lord G, 
Seymour, Lord H. 
Singleton, Mark 
Sloane, Hans 

Sitwell, Sitwell 

Smith, S. 

Smith, Charles 

Smith, J. 

Smyth, J. 
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Northey, Wm. Sturt, Charles 
Norton, Hon, General Tarleton, General 
Peirſe, Henry Taylor, W. 
Plumer, W. Thompſon, Thomas 
Rawdon, Hon. John Tierney, George 
Rawdon, Hon. George Townſhend, Lord John 
Richardſon, ]. 5 Tufton, Hon. Henry 
Ruſſell, Lord Wm. Tyrwhitt, Thomas 
Ruſſell, Lord ]. Vane, Sir F. F. 
Scudamore, John Walpole, Hon. G. 
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Stanley, Lord Winnington, Sir Edward 
St. John, Hon. St. Andrew 

TFLLERS 
Jekyll, Joſeph Smith, Wm, 


Friday, Fanuary 5. 


Mr. TIERNEY roſe, agreeable to his notice, to move for 2 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT aſked, whether it was the honourable 
gentleman's intention to bring forward the motion, of which hc 
had given an intimation on a former night? If ſo, he hoped the 
Houſe would confider that this day was appropriated to the farther 
conſideration of the bill which was diſcuſſed and read a third time 
yeſterday. And as the motion of the honourable gentleman could 
in no fort be made a part of the bill, the Houſe would agree with 
him that the Committee of Ways and Means ſhould at leaſt be 
poſtponed ; he therefore oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he thought he had been already ſuffci- 
ently explicit. He would now ſtate, beyond the poſſibility of being 
miſunderſtood, that the obje of his motion was to repeal all laws 
which exempted the Royal Family from paying taxes, and for this 
purpoſe the preſent moment was of all others the moſt proper. For 
it was expedient that when this bill went forth into the world, it 
ſhould carry along with it the proſpect of an univerſal participation 
in the difficulties and burdens it would occaſion, and for this reaſon 
he would perſiſt in it. He ſaid it would produce no delay, for its 
tendency was obvious, and it ſpoke home to men's hearts. As 
this was a time of miſconſtruQtion and miſrepreſentation, he thought 
that few obſervations ſhould be made, and that a filent vote would 
be molt prudent and decorous ; and he hoped the right honourable 
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gentlemen would be of the ſame opinion, and leave the matter to 
the unbiaſſed judgement of the Houſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, the honourable gentleman's diſ- 
cloſure made reſiſtance to the Speaker's leaving the chair more ne- 
ceſſary. When the clauſes alluded to were introduced into tax bills, 
it was not for the value of the ſum, but as a mark of reſpect to the 
Sovereign, and in that point of view it ought not to be diſcontinued; 
for any other reaſons they had no documents before them ; if there 
were any, they might be taken into conſideration on a future day ; 
and if the motion were acceded to, it could not be incorporated in 
the preſent bill. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he did not mean it ſhould be incorporated 
in the preſent bill ; he meant it merely to ſpeak to the World that 
the Royal Family partook in the burdens of the People; and whether 
that voice was conveyed in one form or another was of little impor- 
tance ; at a time a new mode of taxation was adopted, he muſt ex- 
preſs his ſurprize that his motion ſhould be objected to as a devia- 
tion from form. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE objeRed to the meaſure as infidious ; 3 
to his knowledge in remote parts of the country inflammatory papers 
were circulated, and he ſaw ſomething congenial to them in the ob- 
ject of the preſent motion; he pronounced an eulogium on the Mo- 
narchy, and pointed out the propriety of preſerving its ſplendour and 
dignity. 

Mr. SMITH ſupported the motion ; he ſaid it would render the- 
bill more palatable, and would have that effect; he agreed with 
Mr. Wilberforce that the Monarchy ought to be ſupported in 
dignity; but in times like the preſent, a ſacrifice of ſplendour might 
tend to its ſtability. 

Mr. POLE CAREW thought this a ſtrange motion for a man 
to bring forward, who had fo lately ſupported the neceſſity of ſplen- 


dour in the fitting judges. The ſubjed had in fact been already 


decided, for in 1791 there was an inquiry into the ſtate of the 
Civil Lift, and an addition made to it. 

Mr. MARTIN ſpoke a few words. 

Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, that as all taxes before were on con- 
ſumption, the Royal Family contributed by their conſumption; 
but this was a quite new kind of taxation; he was for maintaining 
the ſplendour of the Crown, but was for the motion. 

The Houſe divided; for Mr. Tierney's motion, 9: againſt it, 67. 
Majority » 58. 

2 ſeveral clauſes that were added as riders to the bill, 

It was agreed that perſons aſſeſſed to the new rates ſhould be 
Vor. IV. IN f 
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permitted from the 5th to the 25th of April next, to appeal againſt 
the amount of the old aſſeſſment. 

An indemnity was introduced in favour of royal and other hoſpi- 
tals, &c. 

To prevent evaſions in the exemptions, it is not to extend. to 
ſuch houſes as had not been uſed in lodgings and furniſhed houſes, 
or offered to be let for thoſe purpoſes for twelve months before this 
act. 

Perſons not living in cities, or the ſuburbs thereof, or market 
towns, and not aſſeſſed to more than 251. to coaches, horſes, and 
ſervants, to pay for no more than forty windows, whatever number 
they may conſiſt of; tax carts, employed only for the purpoſes of 
trade, exempted. 

The abatement in favour of perſons having more than five chil. 
dren is extended to all the claſſes. 

Mr. LLOYD gave notice, that after the holidays he ſhould 
move for a reduction in the fees of the Tellers of the Exchequer 
and other ſinccures. 

Several amendments were then tnade in the body of the bill, 


after which the bill was paſſed, and the Houſe adjourned till Thurſ- 


day next. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tueſday, Fanuary 9. 


- Since we laſt noticed the meeting of the Houſe of Lords (De- 
cember 1,) no debate occurred till this day; when 
Lord GREN VILLE moved the order of the day for the ſecond 
reading of the aſſeſſed- tax bill, and for ſummoning the Houſe there- 
upon; which being read, his Lordſhip roſe and ſtated, that he ſhould 
preface a motion for committing the bill with a very few words, 
. conceiving that in the firſt inſtance it was unneceſſary to take up 
their Lordſhips' time. In this view, he would refer to their Ad- 
dreſs of the 1 5th of November laſt to His Majeſty ; and in order 
to bring it more perfectly to the recolleQion of their Lordſhips, he 
moved that the ſaid Addreſs be then read by the Clerk, which is 
as follows: 
Under ſuch circumſtances, we feel the dotyhich we owe, in 
4 this great crifis, to Cod and to our Country; animated by the 
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« ſame ſentiments which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare to 
« your people and to the world; attached to your Majeſty by prin- 
« ciple, duty, and gratitude, and ſenſible that it is only from cou- 
« rage and firmneſs that we can look either for preſent ſafety or 
permanent peace; we are determined to defend, with unſhaken 
« reſolution, your Majeſty's Throne, the lives and properties of our 
Fellow- ſubjects, the Government and Conſtitution of our Country, 
« and the honour and independence of the Britiſh Empire. We 
% know that great exertions are neceſſary; we are prepared to 
« make them: and, placing our firm reliance on that Divine Pro- 
« tection which has always hitherto been extended to us, we will 
&« ſupport your Majeſty to the utmoſt, and ſtand or fall with our re- 
« ligion, laws, and liberties.” 

The Addreſs being read, his Lordſhip again roſe, and obſerved, 
that the Addreſs contained the genuine and unanimous ſenſe of both 
Houſes of Parliament upon the ſtate of affairs at this eventful crifis ; 
they had there given their ſolemn pledge to ſupport His Majeſty 
againſt the enemy, and proſccute the war againſt the arrogance and 
ambitious views of France, to an honourable and ſecure peace. In 
that Addreſs was acknowledged the foundation of the meaſure now 
pending in their Lordſhips Houſe. It had been deemed neceſſary, 
in order ſucceſsfully to counteraQ the exertions of the enemy, to 
raiſe a certain portion of the ſupplies within the year—this neceſ- 
ſary determination produced the preſent meaſure. By the operations 
of the bill, the poorer claſſes of ſociety were entirely exempt, the 
middling ranks were touched upon as lightly as poſſible ; the great 
weight of the burden fell, therefore, as in juſtice and propriety it 
ſhould, upon the higher and richer orders of ſociety. In this view 
of the ſubjedt, he muſt think, that no ſerious or weighty objection 
could lie againſt the bill ; it was not therefore his intention at that 
period to take up their Lordſhips' time any farther ; but, reſerving 
himſelf for the refutation, at a future part of the debate, of what 
might be objected to the meaſure, he moved, That the bill be 
committed. | | 

Lord CARRINGTON faid, that he felt himſelf, from many 
cnfiderations, indiſpenſably called upon to trouble their Lordſhips 
on that occaſion. The neceſſity of making a vigorous effort, by 
raiſing a large ſum within the year, to prevent too heavy an addition 
to the funded debt, was generally admitted by thoſe beſt informed 
on the ſubject; and any plan, effectual to that purpoſe, would re- 
ceive his hearty ſupport ; but his own opinion was, that this plan 
id not go far enough. The criterion of aſſeſſed taxes was not an 
adequate teſt of expenditure, much leſs was expenditure an adequate 

4N2 | 
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teſt of clear income. In conſequence of this defect in the prin- 
ciple, the bill, in its paſſage through the other Houſe of Parliament, 
had received every modification, which the moſt perſevering induſtry 
and ſcrupulous conſideration could furniſh, to relieve thoſe among 
the lower ranks, who would have been too much affected by its 
operation. But then, on the other hand, to make the produce fully 
adequate to the exigency, the burden was of neceſſity increaſed on the 
higher orders beyond the ſum which it might, in many caſes, be 
convenient for them to pay, without a conſiderable reduction of 
their expenditure. All this, his Lordſhip conceived, might have 
been avoided, if, inſtead of raiſing the money in this indirect, cir- 
cuitous and unequal manner, every individual had been called upon 
to contribute in direct proportion to His income, but the higher claſſes 
a larger proportion than the lower. He conceived that one- 
twentieth of real income would produce a larger contribution than 
one-tenth in the manner propoſed by the bill. The only material 
objection which he had heard ſtated to ſuch a plan, was, that it 
would occaſion a public diſcloſure of the income of individuals, 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that he had ideas of a way to prevent this in- 
convenience; but as the plan was not before the Houſe, he would 
not enter minutely into the ſubject. But he would only obſerve, 
that if this diſcloſure of income was an objection, it was alſo an ob- 
jection, though not, perhaps, in the fame degree to the preſent bill; 
for certainly ſomething very like a diſcloſure of income might be 
neceſſary by the operation of this bill, in caſes even where it might 
be the leaſt deſirable. His Lordſhip owned, that much of the in- 
equality in this bill might be corrected, if it were admitted that the 
principles on which it was founded impoſed on the public the duty 
of rendering it eſfeQual, by affording, in the ſhape of voluntary 
eontribution, a tenth part of their income in every caſe where the 
tax did not ſufficiently reach them. His Lordſhip then adverted to 
the ſituation of the country, and ſaid, that at no time ſince the ſub- 
verſion of Europe by the Barbarians of the North had Providence 
xermitted the infliction of ſuch evils on focial life, as had been 
produced by the French Revolution. Great Britain had hitherto 
been preſerved ; but how long ſhe might enjoy the envied and 
happy freedom which ſhe at preſent poſſeſſed, was uncertain. Her 
inveterate enemy was now collecting on the coaſt a formidable 
force, with the avowed intentions of deſtroying her. Theſe pre- 
ſumptuous hopes were evidently founded on our inteſtine diviſions: 
His Lordſhip had no doubt, but that if the experiment ſhould be 
made, it would completely fail. He would venture to pronounce, 
that, violent as the ſpirit of party now appeared to be, the moment of 
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the enemy's landing in this country, would be the moment of per- 
fe& union. With one heart and one mind we ſhould ge forth to 
meet them, and ſhould prove to the world the irreſiſtible energy of a 
high-ſpirited and gallant nation contending for its religion, laws, and 
liberties. If this raſh project ſhould meet with the fate he had 
ventured to predict, then we might really expect, on the part of the 
encmy, a diſpoſition to peace on juſt and honourable terms. But 
ſhould theſe expectations fail, he hoped that, in another ſeſſion, this 
bill might be repealed, and more vigorous efforts might be made to 
meet the emergencies of the war, on the plan he had preſumed to 
mention. His Lordſhip ſaid, that having thus delivered his ſenti- 
ments on this queſtion, he could not ſit down without troubling 
their Lordſhips with a few words cn another ſubject, extremely im- 
portant to himſelf, and not wholly unintereſting to their Lordſhips. 
His Lordſhip faid, that he had been the object of an atrocious ca- 
lumny, which, relying on his general character, he conld have been 
well contented to have paſſed by, while it was confined to looſe 
hints and infinuations in the public prints; but after it had been 
more directly pointed in another place, he thought it neceſſary to 
give it a ſolemn contradiction in this. It had been infinuated, at 
leaſt, if not aſſerted, that the honour which he now had of being 
able to addreſs their Lordfhips in that place, was obtained by rank 
and foul corruption, viz. by the proſtitution of parliamentary in- 
tereſt to that purpoſe. He would appeal to their Lordſhips, with 
many of whom, the moſt conſiderable for virtue and talents he had 
the honour and happineſs of living in almoſt daily habits of inti- 
macy and confidence during the twenty years he had fat in the other 
Houſe of Parliament, whether they bad obſerved any thing in his 
character during their long acquaintance with him, which would 
make it poſſible for them to believe him capable of condeſcending 
to ſo baſe a traffic. II is Lordſhip then declared upon his honour, 
as a gentleman, a name which he ſaid he conſidered as paramount 
to every other, that he never had, at any time, in place, or 
under any circumſtances, directly or indireGly, to or with any per- 
fon whomſoever, bargained, promiſed, agreed, or even hinted, at the 
application or difpoſal of parliamentary intereſt for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a ſeat in that Houſe. His Lordſhip regretted that the 
forms of the Houſe did not permit him to ſtate every thing which 
paſſed on the occaſion of His Majeſty's moſt gracious intention of 
placing him where he then was, but ſaid, he ſhould be moſt happy 
to mention all the particulars to any noble Lord who might conde- 
ſcend to be informed of them. He ſhould be equally ready to give 
the ſame information to any perſon not in that Houſe, who may be 
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deſirous of knowing the truth. His Lordſhip faid, he had now a 
right to expect, that in no place whatever any gentleman, be he why 
he might, ſhould venture to ſtate a ſimilar charge; at leaſt, if he 
did, his Lordſhip hoped, that in juſtice he himſelf ſhould receive 
previous notice of it. His Lordſhip concluded with ſaying, that 
his gracious Sovereign had been pleaſed to confer upon him a moſt 
diſtinguiſhed mark of his royal favour ; he aſſured the Houſe, that 
it ſhould not be ſullied in his keeping, but that, by the bleſſing of 
God, he would tranſmit it untarniſhed to his poſterity. 

Lord HOLLAND roſe, and, in his maiden ſpeech, faid, the 
Addreſs of both Houſes of Parliamer.t, ſtated by the noble Secre- 
tary of State to have been voted unanimouſly, and part of which 
had been read to their Lordſhips, appeared to him to be a mere 
ſtatement of the exigencies of the times, under the circumſtances of 
the country ; but did not warrant any ſuch meaſure as that which 
was now before them. TI am ready, faid his Lordſhip, to diſ- g 
pute with the noble Secretary, that under the Adminiſtration of 


which he forms a conſiderable part, for the laſt five years the con- 1. 
dition of this country has grown worſe and worſe, for that is too p 
plain a propoſition to be debated, either here or any where elſe. If 15 
it were enough for a Member of Parliament to ſce that the exigency . 
of his country was great, that its diſtreſs was general, and that he * 
was to be excuſed from examining the ſyſtem that produced the v. 
calamity, that it was no part of his duty to inquire how money had 
been already applied, or what probability there was of its being duly g 
uſed in future; then, perhaps, I might agree with the noble Secre- = 
tary, in the truth of the preamble of the bill which is now before af 
vou; but even then I ſhould find it my duty to oppoſe the enact- *% 
ments, becauſe I do not think that they agree with the preamble. in 

When you are called upon to vote for a meaſure that has for its * 
ojjc the railing ſo large a ſum of money as is here propoſed to be A 


raiſed, and muſt neceffarily lay upon the people a much heavier bur- 11 
den than any they have ever yet felt, it is neceſſary you ſhould 


inquire whether thoſe to whom millions upon millions of the money = 
of the people have been entruſted, and who have hitherto heaped * 
upon them in return for it diſtreſs upon diſtreſs, are about to change Da 
their ſyſtem. They ſhould hold out to you ſome hopes that theſe « 
great additional and tremendous ſacrifices which the public are now ar 
called upon to make, will be employed in a manner very different hs 
from thoſe millions which have hitherto been uſed with ſo little ſhe 
effect. That our ſituation is now an alarming and a dreadful one, M; 


is a propoſition which I believe I ſhall not hear denied. I ſhall he: 
hear, no doubt, that ſuch ſituation has been brought upon us by ex- | 
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traordinary misfortunes. Certainly they are extraordinary misfor- 
tunes; but to whoſe fault are they chiefly owing ? Was it not the 
duty of Miniſters not to have plunged us into a war, without con- 
fidering what theſe misfortunes were likely to be? But having 
entered into the war, Miniſters affect to be ſurprized at the exer- 
tions of the enemy. Is that wonderful, my Lords? Have not ſen- 
timents been uttered in this Houſe, and in other places, the nataral 
effect of which is to unite all thoſe who have any value for the liber- 
ties of mankind? When therefore we hear of our preſent ſituation 
being ſuch as requires great exertions, I with the argument to have 
a retroſpective effect, that you may ſee the cauſes of your preſent 
calamity, otherwiſe you will have no chance of avoiding future ruin. 
But I would aſk how it is poſſible for any rational being to expect 
that the people will approve of the meaſure which is now before you? 
Can you expect that they will go hand in hand with you in purſu- 
ing that mode which a confiding Parliament has, with uniform reli- 
ance upon Miniſters, adopted from time to time, when you know, 
that in no one inſtance has that Miniſtry anſwered the expectation 
of the public? I certainly do think this country ought not to grant 
any more money without a proper pledge, not only that Miniſters are 
to be changed, but that tine preſent ſyſtem is to be changed alſo. 
think that change of ſyſtem comprehends a true repreſentation of 
the people in Parliament—an entire and radical reform of abuſes. 
You can never rationally hope for the cordial co-operation of the 
people without making them importantly intereſted in the Conſtitu- 
tion; at leaſt allow them all the power they had at the commence- 
ment of the preſent conteſt. This is the only way to procure a 
ate and an honourable peace. I know it is a very common argu- 
ment in favour of Adminiſtration to ſay, “ No Minifters were ever 
in ſuch a fituation as the preſent are, and therefore great allowances 
are due to them. Why will you therefore endeavour to ſtop the 
lupplies ? that can only tend to ſtrengthen or encourage the enemy.” 
| know that ſuch an argument is frivolous in itſelf. I know that 
a change of Miniſters, and alſo of ſyſtem, at leaſt a pledge for it 
om the higheſt authority, may be procured in a few hours. It need 
not detain your proceedings fo long as if you waited for a noble 
Duke who happened to have miſſed his robes, and you could not 
8 on with ſome ceremony in the Houſe without him. No man 
an juſtly ſay I am recommending confuſion ; the thing I want 
may eaſily be done, if your Lordſhips ſet ſeriouſly about it. You 


ſhould withhold the ſupplies until you have a pledge for a change of 


Miniſters and of ſyſtem ; a change that would unite the hands and 
hearts of the people of Ireland : that generous country, my Lords, 
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is very ungenerouſly treated. I do not ſay that you ſhould ſtop the 
ſupplies until perfect tranquillity be reſtored there; I only ſay you 
ſhould ſtop the ſupplies until you have a pledge tor a change of Mi. 
- Niſters and a change of ſyſtem ; that will naturally lead to the 
- puniſhment of ſome guilty men. Until you have that pledge, [ 
conceive that the more you vote, the more you add fuel to the fire 
which is conſuming you, and burdens to the loads that are already 
bearing you down. This meaſure, if you adopt it, will ruin your 
character with the country at large. I hear unahimity often re- 
commended ; and it is much to be deſired; but it never can be 
procured until the rights of the people are reſtored to them. Theſe 
rights were very much infringed upon by certain bills which have 
prohibited public meetings in a particular manner. Until they are 
repealed the people cannot expreſs, or feel properly, the ſtake they 
have in the country. Voting bills of this nature is the way to pro- 
duce animoſity inſtead of unanimity ; to make men hate inſtead of 
loving Government ; to make the people deſperate ; to invite in- 
ſtead of deterring the enemy from invaſion. I fee no probable 
chance of peace while our affairs are under the direction of the pre- 
ſent Miniſters. I confeſs, that when I firſt louked on this bill I 
thought it was quite impoſſible it ſhould ever pats. I conſidered it 
as a mere threat, intended to frighten us into fome other meaſure, for 
it is the great object of Adminiſtration to create a facility for raiſing 
money. They complain of the facility with which debts have been 
heaped upon us by the funding ſyitem, merely,-as I thought, the bet- 
ter to prepare us to add more upon that plan, by frightening us with 
the preſent bill. It is otherwiſc inconceivable to me how they, who 
have added two hundred millions to our debt, ſhould have com- 
plained of the facility of the funding ſyſtem. If this bill had 
been introduced at the beginning of the war, it would have told you 
what you were to expect, and I am ſure you would have revolted at 
it; but now Miniſters know, indeed they tell you, That you are in 
a fituation from which you cannot recede, and therefore we ſhall 
bleed you as we pleaſe. Open reſiſtance would have been the 
effect of ſuch a meaſure as this, had it been introduced at the com- 
mencement of the war ; but that was not the way in which the war 
was commenced. It was then ſtated that this war was not likely to 
be of long continuance, nor an expenſive conteſt ; and with a fatal 
readinefs we cntered into it. Woe were at one time told that 
twenty-five millions would be ſufficient, and within half a year half 
as much more were called for. I only ſtate theſe facts to ſhew you 
what reliance ought to be placed in the promiſes of the Miniſter. 
Miniſters aſſoct to be alarmed leſt the French ſhould come upon ou 
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coaſt—God avert the calamity. But will this bill prevent them ? 
Miniſters have conſtantly raiſed the hopes of the people, and have as 
conſtantly diſappointed them. They went to war to prevent the 
opening of the Scheldt. Have they ſucceeded? They then ſaid 
a great deal about protecting our allies. Have they protected any 2 
None of theſe things are done, although upwards of two hundred 
millions have been expended ; and the Conſtitution of the country 
in many parts done away. If you would have the vigorous co- 
operation of the people, reſtor to them the Conſtitution, and give to 
them a Miniſtry in which they can confide; nothing elſe can retrieve 
vou. They will not aſſiſt a Miniſtry that is appointed by Court 
intrigue ; they will not confide in thoſe who are falſely called the 
Repreſentatives of the People; many of whom they know to be 
nominated by the Members of this Houſe, and therefore it is impoſ- 
ſible that they ſhould ſpeak the voice of the people. I will go far- 
ther, my Lords; I ſay it is not enough that they ſhould ſpeak the 
voice of the people; it ſhould be known, felt, and acknowledged 
that they do ſv ; until theſe things are fo, and until you have a Miniſ- 
try in which the people can confide, you never can have any proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs in any war in which you may be engaged, and above 
all, no hope for the reſtoration of the libertics of the people. I con- 
ſeſs, I do not underſtand with what view or intention this bill is 
brought forward. I ſhould really think it was to foment diſcord ; 
[ cannot call it a tax. I do not heſitate to declare it is worſe in 
point of principle than any of the plans of Roberſpierre; it certainly 
does not go to the ſame extent, but it is worſc, I ſay, in principle, 
for Roberfpierre only charged the people for what they had, but this 
bill makes a charge on us for what we have had, without any regard 
to what we have. It is telling a man © I will make you pay ac- 
cording to what you have paid; I will rely upon it that you are 
rich, becauſe you have ſpent your money in ſuch a manner as is 

molt likely to have made you poor. Taking this as a tax upon 
income, every man muſt object to it, becauſe that muſt be a tax, in 
moſt cafes, upon induſtry. The ſtatement of this income, in caſes 
of appeal, is made ſubje to the examination of Commiſſioners. 
What ſecurity is there that what a man ſwears to, in this particular, 
ſhall be true? It ſhould be remembered that men have in gene- 
nl a great repugnance to declare what their income is, and there are 
ſome to whom that declaration would be actual deſtruction. It i is 
ſaying to a man, If you have any objection to my killing you, 
vill give you leave to kill yourſelf. oe 

As to the general idea, that this is not a tax that will fall upon 
the poor, I take that ta be an impoſſibility ; for you can never in- 
Ver. IV. 40 ä 
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vent a tax that will fall upon many perſons, and that will produce 
much money, without its falling ultimately upon the lower claſſes of 
ſociety. You cannot raiſe ſeven or eight millions of money upon 
any part of the community, within the year, without driving the 
maſs of the people to great diſtreſs. I obſerve that all thoſe who 
at preſent pay fifty pounds a year to the aſſeſſed taxes are to be aſ- 
ſefled to five times the amount ; that is, in all three hundred pounds 
a year upon this one duty. How many do your Lordſhips think 
may fail in this claſs? How many of them do you think may 
ſwear off for taxing them above a tenth of their income? And 
here give me leave to remind your Lordſhips of the ſaving of Dean 
Swift, „that two and two do not make four at the Cuſtom-houſe.” 
Theſe are my objections to the meaſure which is now before you, 
Perhaps I owe you an apology for detaining you ſo long. 

The Earl of LI VERPOOL faid, that the noble Lord who had 
juſt ſat down had introduced topics that were not ſtriftly connected 
with the queſtion before the Houſe, and ſome of them ſuch as their 
Lordthips had not power to determine; ſuch he took to be the 
caſe with regard to a Reform in the lower Houſe of Parliament. 
He did not think that the Houſe of Commons would think their 
Lordſhips kept within the province which the Conſtitution allotted 
to them if they entered on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. 
The two Houſes of Parliament having already pledged themſelves 
to the ſupport of a war againſt an enemy that has left us no alterna- 
tive but vigorous reſiſtance, the firſt queſtion which the preſent mea- 
ſure ſuggeſts was, whether it was cligible to raiſc a part of the ſup- 
plies within the year? It had been objected by the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt that the plan was novel ; but granting that it were 
novel, it might in the preſent circumſtances of the country be wil: 
and prudent. It was not novel, however, for the antient ſubſidy 
and the public ſupplies for a great number of years, were raiſed 
within the year, by taking a certain proportion of property, either 
income or capital, The taxes which had been raiſed ſince the Re- 
volution could not have been laid, and have been ſo productive 3 

they are, unleſs this country had improved in wealth, and become 1 
great, rich, and commercial nation. Immediately after the Revo. 
lution it would be remembered that the land: tax was impoſed. I. 
could be demonſtrated from the acts and public proceedings of thoſe 
times, that it was intended that the impoſt then laid on land w3 
not intended to be confined to land, but was to be extended to eve!) 

ſpecies of property. Powers were then given to Commiſſioner 
to examine into the fortunes of individuals. Such was the feeling 
of Parliament at a time when the principles of Liberty were wel 
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underſtood. In point of policy, perhaps, ſuch a meaſure might not 


be wholly juſtifiable ; but ſuch had been the ſentiments of our an- 
ceſtors in moments of difficulty inferior to the preſent. It ſo hap- 
pened, indeed, that the tax did at length fall upon land, though the 
intention was to extend it to other ſpecies of property. For his 
own part, he thought a tax on capital bad, becauſe it tended to 
check the ſources of induſtry. A tax upon expenditure, then, 
was the only one which he conſidered as eligible. At the period 
to which he had alluded, Committees of the Houſe of Commons 
had been appointed to conſider the practicability of taxing capital, 
but were not able to ſurmount the difficulties with which it was at- 
tended. Since the Revolution the mode of raiſing money had been 
by loans, provided for by indirect taxes on expenditure. The length 
to which the funding ſyſtem had been carried, however, and the 
circumſtances of the preſent moment, might render it expedient to 
limit its application. A great deal of clamour had been made 
againſt this meaſure ; but it appeared to him, that it was confined 
chiefly to the metropolis ; but, as far as he had ſeen, there were 
very few places out of Middleſex that had come to any reſolutions 
expreſſing di ſapprobation of it. Bath, Southampton, Guilford in 
Surry, and Warwick, were the only ones he recolleQed ; while all 
the great manufacturing towns, and all Scotland without exception, 
had expreſſed no diſſatisfaction whatever. He had ſeen a letter 
from a merchant in Glaſgow, in which the ſentiment of that part of 
the country on the ſubject was well expreſſed. It ſtated, that 
they conſidered the money to be raiſed as a premium of inſur- 
ance for the fafety of the reſt of their property.” As to the extent 
of the burden, was it any thing like the burden impoſed in King 


William's time? At that period four ſhillings in the pound was 


impoſed on land, and was intended to be extended to other property, 
while now the demand was limited to a tenth part of income. 
Taxes had increaſed fince the Revolution, indecd ; but the wealth 
and reſources of individuals and the public had increaſed in a till 
greater degree. It was conſidered as a vexatious and oppreſſive 
circumſtance, that in caſe relief was required, men would be obliged 
to wear, not what was the amount of their income, but what it 
ad not exceed; yet, after the Revolution, ſuch were the means by 
Which the amount of the burden impoſed was proportioned to the 
amount of property. Nor would the money ſo raiſed impoveriſh 
the country, as if it were to be ſent out of the country, or ſunk in 
the ſea. It would ſupport the army and navy, and all the branches 
af manufaQures connected with theſe ſervices. The effect of the 
acalure might be, to cauſe retrenchment in matters of luxury, and 
„ | 
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to fall upon milliners and eoachmakers perhaps, but it would ani. 
mate and encourage more uſeful manutactures, and ſupport more 
valuable induſtry. The objects for which we had to contend were 
of the firſt magnitude, and it became the Houſe to ſpare no exer. 
tions to defend the country from hoſtile attacks, and to protect the 
ſources from which our proſperity flowed. With reſpect to the 
war, he ſhould ever contend that its origin was juſt and neceffary. 
On the proper occafion he was ready to argue this queſtion, and 
perhaps proofs might be brought forward, which yet were not gene- 
rally known. The ſucceſs of tis country by fea had been diſtin- 
guiſhed and unexampled; and if on the Continent it was not ſo 
tortunate, it was owing to thoſe powers who did not ſcem ſuthciently 
to weigh the danger in which they were placed. All muſt now 
agree, however, that the deſigns of the enemy, ſuthciently underſtood 
from the beginning of the Revolution, were now openly hoſtile to 
the proſperity and happy inſtitutions of the country. For theſe we 
had now to contend ; and certainly it was not an oppoſition which 
any friend to the country could oppoſe, which went to impede the 
operations of Government in the eftential meaſure of public defence, 
Having the/honour of a ſeat in this Houle, and ſome property to de- 
fend, he did think that every man ſhould in ſuch a crifis be ready to 
make ſome ſacrifices, and give a part of his property as a premium 
of inſurance for the ſafety of the remainder. 

Lord AUCKLAND aid, that the ſubject of the war had been 
ſo often debated, that he ſhould think ivinfulting to the Houſe 10 
detain them in proving its juſtice and neceftity. There was one 
circumitance which came peeuliarly within his knowledge, however, 
which it was no longer neceijary to conceal, that would furniſh addi- 
tional proofs of this. Before the breaking out of the war, when he 
had been engaged in diſcuſſions in order to prevent it, and when 
every thing en the part of this country was to be done for that prir- 
. poſe, after it was fixed that he ſhould meet General Dumourter on 
the ſubject, he received information by a confidential otticer from the 
General, that war had been declared againſt tis country. With 
regard to the advantage we had derived from the war, it was evident 
that it was impoſſible we could exiſt as a nation, when fo greata 
people had been. changed by the ſyſtem of terror, into a people of 
military freebuoters. It was expected that, either from laſſitude, 
or from the want of means to ſupport their deſigns, the cauſe of this 
danger would be removed. Some indication of a_change of ſenti- 
ment en the part of the enemy, and of a return to moderation, had 
axP2arid, but the hopes thus raifed, were diſappointed. But, 0 

cauſe the effects which were expected to ariſe from the enemy? 
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want of ability to continue the conteſt, had not yet taken place, it 
did not follow that they were falſe, Such effects were then proba- 
ble, and if they have not yet happened, the avowed diſtreſſes of the 
enemy leave them till more probable than before. While ſuch 


was the diſtreſſed and embarraſſed ſtate of the enemy, this country 
was poſſeſſed of all the ſources of wealth unimpaired, and money ac- 
tually flowed into the country faſter than the merchants were able 
to receive it. The menaces which the enemy threw out againſt this 
country would have been much more ſerious had they poſſeſſed their 
financial reſources, their commerce, in the ſame ſituation in which 
they were previous to the war. In the circumſtances in which we 
are now placed, can any man deny that we are called upon to make 
great exertions* Can any man deny that unleſs we are willing to 
fall proſtrate at the feet of the enemy, unleſs we are willing to reſign 
the ſuperiority we enjoy, we muſt make temporary ſacrifices to defend 
the proſperity and the happineſs we enjoy? With regard to the 
meaſure before the Houſe, various deſcriptions of it were given by dif- 
ferent perſons, and every man had ſome particular deſcription which 
ke applied to it. For his own part he conſidered it as a contribu- 
tion on the viſible criterion of expenditure. He ſhould have had 
no objection to an equal contribution on the whole of property, 
The particular meaſure now in queſtion, would no doubt be ſubject 
to great inequalities; but the queſtion was, whether or not thoſe 
who would be called upon to pay with moſt inequality, paid more 
than a reaſonable proportion of what they poſſeſſed as an inſurance 
for the remainder. Some might pay leſs than was reaſonable, but 
he hoped that many would not avail themſelves of the opportunity; 
that many would voluntarily come forward and contribute their full 
proportion to the public defence. The hopes of the enemy were 
placed in the deſtruction of the funding. ſyttem, and it was wiſe, 
therefore, to ſhew them that we poſſeſſed other reſources which re- 
lieved us from the nceeſſity of carrying the funding ſyſtem too far, 
and enabled us to aſſiſt its credit when it might be neceſſary to re- 
ſort to it. 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, he roſe under ſome embarraſſ- 
ment, as he had underſtood that it was intended to move the ſecond 
reading of the bill. Having gone out of the Houſe for a ſhort 
time, however, he found that the bill had been read a ſccoud time, 
and the queſtion put for going into the Committee. As he had 
come down to ſtate his objection to the bill, he wiſhed it to be un- 
derſtood that his oppoſition to the bill did not ariſe from a perſua- 
ſion that it was unneceſſary to go into the Committee, that the 
meaſure was fo perfect as to require no modification, but on the 
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contrary, that he was als hoſtile to its principle. Though 
he had no right to complain of what had taken place in his abſence, 
he could not help being ſurprized that ſuch a meaſure could be of. 
fered without ſome explanation by thoſe who propoſed it, or that the 
Houſe ſhould allow the bill to be read a ſecond time without any diſ. 
cuſſion. The bill too, conſiſting of fifty pages, had but yeſterday 
been laid before the Houſe, and now their Lordſhips were called 
upon to come to a deciſion after ſo ſhort a period for reflexion. 
Having had ſo ſhort a period to examine it with attention, he could 
not pretend to underſtand it completely, and if he committed any miſ- 
takes he hoped for their indulgence. On the bill, as it ſtood when 
it came out of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, he was 
prepared to argue; but with the whole of the proviſions, as they might 
fince have been modified, he was not perfectly acquainted. Conſi- 
dering that the mode of raiſing the ſupplies within the year had been 
laid aſide, he could not have imagined that the Miniſter would 
bring ſo novel a meaſure forward without any argument in its ſup- 
port. He was obliged therefore to gueſs at the arguments by which 
it might be defended, inſtead of anſwering thoſe which had been 
advanced. He truſted that ſome better reaſon would have been 
given for the Houſe agreeing to a particular meaſure of finance, than 
the addreſs which the noble Secretary had read. Did the noble 
Lord imagine that a general pledge of ſupport obliged the Houſe to 
acquieſce in any plan for raiſing the ſupplies? Muſt their Lordſhips 
renounce all pretenſion to exerciſe the power of deliberation on the 
means by which the ſupply was to be raiſed, becauſe they might 
have racognized the neceſſity of exertion? One Miniſter indeed 
ſaid, that every man had a different deſcription for the meaſure ; and 
he might have added, that almoſt every man varied in the deſerip- 
tion which he had formed for himſelf. One noble Lord ſaid it 
was a tax on expenditure—another ſaid it was a contribution on pro- 
perty. Could any thing be more diſſimilar than the terms of theſe 
deſeriptions, or convey more oppoſite ideas of the objects to which 
they apply * The firſt queſtion which occurs is, Whether it be ex- 
pedient to raiſe a part of the ſupplies within the year? Next, Whe- 
ther it was expedient at the preſent moment? and then, Whether 
the bill before the Houſe was the beſt mode by which ſuch a plan 
could be carried into effect? Perhaps it might, at the commence- 
ment of a war, to make the people reflect upon the value of the ob- 
jects for which they embarked in war, and the expence at which they 
muſt be purchaſed. But was it expedient now, at a time when the 
public funds were ſo reduced, when by the laws which prohibited 
individuals to lend to individuals beyond a certain rate of intereſt, 
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Government had a monopoly of money, and when others had no 
means of procuring it, was this a time to call upon men for contri- 
butions which they could not raiſe? When land muſt be fold at 
a loſs, and mortgaging was out of the queſtion ; when thoſe” who 
had money in the funds could not ſell out without enormous loſs, 
was this a time to make demands which individuals had no means 
to anſwer * Whatever deſcription, amidſt ſo many oppoſite ones, 
might be applied to the bill, if the ſum which it impoſed could eaſily 
be got, its amount, in proportion to the whole of a man's income, 
might not be ſo ſeverely felt. If, for inſtance, he himſelf, or any 
individual, were aſſeſſed at one thouſand pounds, and could eaſily 
borrow that ſum at 5 per cent. he would be obliged to retrench in 
his expenditure no more at once than fifty pounds a year. If, how- 
ever, he could not borrow” the money, he would be obliged at once 
to diminiſh his expenditure, and make retrenchment, to the full 
amount of the one thouſand pounds. But nothing could be more 
inadequate than the aſſeſſed taxes as a criterion of income through 
expenditure. The fact was, that whatever diſcuſſhon might be ap- 
plied to the bill, Government was determined to take ſo much 
money out of the pockets of the people ; and provided the money 
was obtained, they were not ſolicitous by what means. The effect 
of the meaſure, however, would be to occaſion a general reduction 
of expenditure, and conſequently a great defalcation of the public 
revenue. Suppoſe that a perſon now contributes to the aſſeſſed taxes 
a ſixtieth part of his income, the Quintuple aſſeſſment becomes 
a tenth part of the whole. Was not there an obvious danger that 
this ſudden and heavy demand would occaſion a retrenchment fatal 
to conſumption and to the taxes dependant upon it? It was not 
milliners or coachmakers alone, of whom the noble Lord ſpoke 
with ſo little regret, but perhaps one hundred thouſand perſons in 
the metropolis, ſupported by ſuch manufactures, that would ſuffer. 
What would be the conſequence to the revenue by the ſudden re- 
trenchment which this meaſure rendered neceſſary? The old taxes 
were about ſeventeen millions: if then a tenth part of the income 
of the country is required by this bill, the reduction of a tenth part 
of this income will on theſe ſeventeen millions create a defalcation 
of 1,740,000]. But it was ſaid that Government received the 
money, and it would be employed in ſupporting other branches of 
| uſeful manufactures. But would not ſuch a ſudden increaſe occa- 
ſion a very great reduction of expenditure ; and was it not ſeen that 
the old taxes were moſt affected by the new burdens that were im- 
poſed? Again, was this a proper time to call upon the people for 
ſo great an additional ſum, when it was proved by the evidence of the 
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collectors of the revenue, that the preſent taxes could not be obtained 
without the greateſt difficulty? At no period had this country ever 
paid more in one year than twenty millions ; but, when the whole 
of the burdens of the new taxes and of the preſent ſum were included, 
the ſum to be taiſed in one year would be found to be thirty mil- 
lions. Did their Lordſhips conſider what {muſt be the conſe- 
quences of raifing one-third more upon the people of this country 
than they ever yet paid in one year* Where they aware of the re- 
trenchments that would be neceſſary, and the dena of revenue that 
would enſue? When they conſidered theſe things they ought to 
pauſe. They might be led to believe that it was impoſſible at once 
to draw ſo large a ſum from the people without permanent injury t5 
the public. The unpopularity of the meaſure was treated with 
much indifference. It was ſaid to be confined to the metropolis, 
Suppoſing, however, it were chiefly confined to the metropolis ; 
ought not the opinion of thoſe who would pay one-fourth of the 
whole to have conſiderable weight with their Lordſhips * But 
many other places beſides the metropolis, the city of York, &c. had 
expreſſed their diſapprobation of the principle of the meaſure. The 
manufacturing towns were not fo immediately affected by the mea- 
ſure ; and as for Scotland, he believed that no great ſhare of the bur- 
den would now t1'! upon that country. The noble Earl (Liver- 
pool) ſpoke of the approbation #f the meaſure expreſſed in a letter 
from Glaſgow. When his Lordthip was at the-pains to point out 
what was ſerious and what ironical in that letter, the Houſe would 
have been obliged to him had he pointed out what was ironical and 
what was ſerious in his own ſpeech. Surely it was impoſſible that 
he could intend many of the obſervations contained in his ſpeech to 
be ſeriouſly underſtood. With regard to ſtopping the ſupplies, it 
was clear that his noble friend (Lord Holland) meant that he was 
not willing to agree any farther to fupplies till ſome pledge was given 
that they would be employed more to the advantage of the country 
than they had hitherto been { Lord Grenville cried “ Hear! hear!“ 
He was glad to find that the noble Secretary now heard. Had the 
noble Earl heard a little better before, he would not have ſaid ſo 
much about the ruin that would enſue from refuſing ſupplies upon 
the ſuppoſition that his noble friend had ſaid what he never did fay- 
Admitting, however, for the ſake of argument (and no otherwiſe 
could he admit) that it was expedient to raiſe this ſum within the 
year, was the preſent bill ſuch as to carry ſuch a plan into effect 
with leaſt injuſtice and oppreſſion ? The bill, however, was ob- 
viouſly unjuſt, and no ſituation, he conceived, ought to induce this 


Houſe to ſanQion injuſtice, Income was of various kinds, and jet 


| COPY — — a—— $r_—_ — 1 _ 


A Sw Sfcos <a oa es mw \8 ﬀPN\MU. 0 Ny # 


JAN. 9.] DEBATES. 657 


expenditure was all ſubjected to the ſame ſtandard of contribution. 
The caſes of injuſtice were extremely numerous. The people of 
induſtry were taxed with the ſame ſeverity as income from capital. 
Was it juſt to drive men, not merely to retrench luxuries, but to 
abridge what habit had rendered neceffaries, to pay this impoſt ? The 
rich might be obliged to give up the former, but the middling 
claſſes would as certainly be obliged to give up the latter. One 
principal ground on which the meature was defended, was the ulti- 
mate ſaving it would occaſion to poſterity. He had heard a perſon 
in another place argue, that to raiſe fiſteen millions in this way in- 
ſtead of funding, would be an ultimate faving of thirty millions. 
If ſuch an aſſertion had been made by a ſchool boy, he would have 
been ſent back to his arithmetic, and nobody could have liſtened to 
the argument for a moment. If it could be proved, on the con- 
trary, that nothing could be gained by the meaſure, as he conceived 
it could, one great argument in its favour would be removed. Sup- 
poſe then that the ſum raiſed by this bill would be ſixteen millions 
in little more than two years, his ſhare of it would in that period be 
Io, oool. This 10,000l was one ſixteen hunlredth part of the 
whole. What permanent charge would this ſixteen millions occa- 
ſion? 1,500,000. it was ſaid, though he believed it would be leſs. 
A loan might be obtained, from the beſt information he had re- 
ceived, at about forty-five, or, ſay forty-four, at nine per cent.; 
this made a permanent charge of 1, 380, oool. Of this, his an- 
nual proportion at Ioool. would be 840l. The queſtion then is, 
whether it would be better to charge his income with this ſum of 
8401. for forty-five years, or to buy it off, and by purchaſing in 
the long annuities there would be a gain of tix pounds ; fo that the 
permanent burden to be incurred from railing this ſixteen millions 
by loan and funding would be leſs than that impoſed upon the in- 
dividuals who contribute to the preſent plan. In this manner, un- 
leſs this calculation was proved to be erroncous, it was clear that 
nothing could be gained by this meaſure. 

But it was to intimidate the enemy. How could any man con- 
ceive that a meaſure ſo unpopular, that would be carried into effect 
with ſo much vexation and oppreſſion, could produce that unani- 
mity by which the enemy could be intimidated ? It was ſaid to 
be calculated to relieve the ſtockholder, but he could not ſee what 
title the ſtockholder had to claim ſuch relief. The country had 
already contributed ſufficiently to the relief of the ſtockholder, and 
it was fair that he ſhould take his ſhare in the public burden, If 
he could hope that any thing he had to offer could produce any 


effect in the Committee, he ſhould reſerve what he had to ſay on the 
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proviſions of the bill. As this was not the caſe, he ſhould now 
make a few obſervations on this head. With reſpe to the decla- 
ration of income, all writers on political affairs and public liberty 
admitted that diſcloſure was both impolitic and oppreſſive. Even 
the framers of the bill themſelves admitted this. It would not be 
of advantage to the rich, it could only be uſed by thoſe to whom 
the effect of diſcloſure would be moſt prejudicial. It afforded a 
choice between ruin and ſubmiſſion ruin to credit by diſcloſure, 
and ruin by contribution beyond ability. It was inſulting to ſay that 
a ſingle horſe was kept for pleaſure. A horſe was indiſpenſable to 
traders in the country, yet they were now to be ſubjected to the triple 
aſſeſſment, notwithſtanding the great expence ſuch perſons had ſuſ- 
tained by the Proviſional Cavalry Act. The injuſtice of making 
men pay for paſt expenditure was too glaringly unjuſt to ſtand in 
need of any farther illuſtration. 

Their Lordſhips were now about to give their ſandtion to a mea- 
ſure which abandoned the old ſyſtem of finance and eſtabliſhed one 
entirely new. They were not able to judge of the conſequences 
it would produce. Unpopular to a degree it was admitted to be; 
that it would not be a permanent ſaving he thought he had ſhewn. 
Such a meaſure might have intimidated the enemy, if it had not 
been paſſed. by a Parliament that had acquieſced in all the meaſures 
of the Miniſter, but when they ſaw it carried againſt the voice of 
the people by a compliant majority, what concluſton could they draw 
but that the funding ſyſtem was exhauſted ? This he was convinced 


was not the caſe. The difficulty attending great loans was the diffi-, 


culty of providing the intereſt, but how could thoſe infiſt upon thus 
when they were ready to impoſe fo large a ſum upon the country 
in one year? The meaſure would be as oppreſſive in its operation 
as it was unjuſt in its principle. To reje& the meaſure would not 
be to refuſe ſupplics, it would only oblige the Miniſter to reſort to 
ſome mode of raiſing money leſs objectionable in its nature, and leſs 
oppreſſive to the public. 

The Earl of LIVERPOOL faid a few words in explanation. 

The Earl of KINNOUL profeſſed himſelt happy at hearing 
what had fallen from a noble Duke (Bedford) at the eloſe of his 
ſpeech, namely, that he did not wiſh to make the preſent a party 
queſtion. . But much as he hoped that nothing of a party ſpirit 
ſhould be introduced in it, he feared the contrary was the caſe, eſpe- 
cially when he recollected certain paſſages of the eloquent ſpeech of 
another nobleman (Holland), where he inſiſted on the diffidence and 
diſtruſt with which the conduct of the preſent Adminiſtration ſhould 
be viewed, and which ſhould be carried to the length of refuſing 
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them the ſupplies. Sorry he was that party zeal ſhould thus be in- 
volved with the principle of the bill, which it was his wiſh ſhould 
be diſcuſied folciv on its own bottom, to ſtand or to fail on its merits 
or demerits. What was it that is required by the noble Lord (Hol- 
land) previous to his permitting the ſupplies to be granted ? Nothing 
leſs than a radical reform in parliamentary repreſentation, and a 
fundamental change of ſyſtem. But was the noble Lord and the 
Houſe prepared to give this pledge for reform and change of ſyſtem, 
without giving a queſtion ſo momentous even a moment's conſidera- 
tion? A qucition in which the wiſeſt men in the nation diſcovered 
the preateſt danger and difficulties. Or was it in the preſent ſtate 
of the country that it was proper to come forward with ſuch a pledge? 
Or was it when we attended to the relative ſituatiom of this country 
and of France, that ſuch ſpeculative opinions were to be agitated 
and indulged in? As to the meaſure now before their Lordſhips, 
he was free to confeſs, that its operation, like that of all taxes, muſt 
fall heavy on the country; but it muſt be generally agreed, that, 
when we attend to the preſent difpotitions and declarations of France 
reſpecling this nation, it is wiſe, and politic, and neceſſary, to make 
a great and unuſual cxertion—to call forth that exertion was the 
object of the preſent bill, and he ſaw no other meaſure by which 
ſuch exertion could be more efficaciouſlv produced. He would not 
now enter at large into any diſcuſſion reſpecting the war; he would 
ſimply perſiſt in pronouncing that it was juſt and neceſſary in its 
origin, and that its farther proſecution was unavoidable. This has 
been acknowledged by the unanimous addre's of both Houſes of 
Parliament to the Throne, by which all parties had pledged them- 
ſelves to abide. This unanimous addreſs had the moſt powerful 
effect on the enemy, and the hoſtile ſpirit of that enemy was ſtill 
more clearly than ever manifeſted in what had been declared this 
Night to the Houſe by a noble and diſtinguiſhed Lord (Auckland). 
The ſame ſpirit as ſtrongly diſplayed itſelf in the progreſs of the late 
negotiation, and while that ſpirit continues to ad!uate their conduct, 
can we think of peace, unleſs at the ſame time we can prepare our- 
ſelves to deliver up the country to the mercy of the French Diree- 
tory, and proſtrate it at th ir feet? When ſuch was the alternativ 

to which we were driven, he. was ſurprized to hear of any oppoſition 
in the Houſe, eſpecially as the noble Lords, who were in the habit 
of oppoſing Miniſters, had pledged therſelves to concur in a vigo- 
Tous proſecution of the war, ſhould the enemy perſiſt in refuſing to 
accept of moderate and equitable terms of peace. Such terms they 
had rejected; yet till thoſe noble Lords perſevered in their oppo- 
lition. A noble Duke had ſaid, that we might {till reſort to the 
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funding ſyſtem, in order to raiſe the ſupplies. But whether this 
might or night not be done, was at the preſent moment a matter af 
very delicate uiſcuſſion not that he would infinuate that this ff ſtem 
was exhauſted, but that prudence and ſound policy admoniſhed us 
not to have recourſe to it under the preſent circumſtances of the 
country. As to the beſt criterion of income, he could not ſee there 
was any more perfect than that of expenditure ; the moſt objection- 
able operation of the bill had been duly attended to, and obviated in 
the other Houſe of Pariiament, and he was glad to ſee that it had 
been made to fall ſo lightly on the lower claſſes of the community, 
as it greatly tended to make it fatisfactory to the public mind. The 
bill was faid to be unpopular ; but all tax bills mutt be unpopular ; 
and it was much to the honour of the gyht honourable gentleman 
who propoſed it that he was not deterr-d by the dread of unpopula- 
Tity from performing any great and important duty, on the per- 
formance of which he was ſure the country would judge impar- 
tially, and favourably decide. The noble Lord next contended, 
that what the French called our tyranny over the ſeas ſhould be held 
as our chief pride and conſolation ; it was the juſt dominion which 
our induſtry and our courage had acquired, and it ſhould pariicu- 
larly raiſe our hopes and our ſpirits when we louked to the compa- 
rative ſituation of our commerce with that of the enemy. I his 
compariſon ſhould alone animate us to make the great exertion chat 
is now deemed ſo neceſſa y, and by which alone we can purch1 fe ſe— 
curity to ourſelves. and our poſterity ; and after the.e ſacrifices and 
ſufferings, the bleſſings of a fafe and honvurable peace. In that view 
the meaſure ſhould have his moſt cordial ſupport. 

Lord THURLOW faid, that it was by no means his intention 
to follow the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, and to convals the a:gu- 
meats he had adduced reſpeciing the origin of che war, its ſulbteguent 
progreſs, or the ſueceſſes or miſcarriages with which the conduct of 
it had been attended. This, ſurely, was a ſubject that had already 
been fully and ſatisfactorily diſcuſſed. Neither could it now be 
matter of diſcuſſion or of doubt whether, in the perilous poſture of 
affairs, great and extraordinary exertions were or were rut to be 
made; for that it was neceſſary to urge all our united ſtrength and 
endeavours, was a propoſition to which he believed the Houſe and 
the Country unanimouſly acceded. Did the noble Lord who {poke 
laſt more accurately attend to the uſual mode of parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, he would not have contended that the unanimous Addieſs 
of both Houſes of Parliament that had been carried to the I hrone 
was the ſtrongeſt proof that the juſtice and neceſſity of the war vas 
acknowledged, and that it ſhould be farther proſecuted with all the 
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ſpirit and energy which the reſources of the country enabled it to 
exert. Though on theſe affertions the Addreſs alluded to might 
ſeem to ſecure the acquieſ-ence of the Houſe, yet in the after ſtages 
of any buſineſs regarding the conduct and progrets of the war, it was 
perteRtly competent for any Member of Parliament to debate and 
ſcrutinize every ſubſequent*meaſure of that nature with full as much 
freedom as if no ſuch unanimous Addreſs had previouſly been 
agreed to, The noble Lord had no need of reſorting to ſuch an 
argument to prove the neceſſity of continuing the war; much more 
urgent and ſtronger proofs were contained in the papers on their 
Lordſhips' table, reſpecting the rupture of the. late negotiation. 
Theſe papers proved the conduct of France on that occalion to be 
groſsly inſulting, and abſurd in the extreme. They even ſeemed to 
ſhrink from the propoſal or examination of any terms whatſoever, 
leſt from their equitable and tavourable nature they might be com- 
pelled to accept them, It is their language and their conduct in 
this important tranſaction that, above all, proves the necellity of a 
farther proſecution of the war, and of ouradopting, to that effect, the 
moſt vigorous means of defence, 

As to the principle and general operation of the bill now under, 
their Lordſhips' conſiceration, he was not averſe to avow that, as 
far as it was an endeavour to ruife within the year a conſiderable por- 
tion of che ſupplics, it was in his mind a wife and politic meaſure, 
provided it did not grind the people too feverely. Ihe operation 
of the bill had been ſtrongly objected to by ſome noble Lords, as 
tending, in many inſtances, to be extremely partial, He could not 
deny but that, in many inſtances, it might operate very unequally ; 
but it ſhould not be forgotten by their Lordſhips, that in a large and 
comprehenſive ſcheme of taxation, it was impoſſible to aſcertain 
with mathematical precifion what portion cach individual ſhould 
pay. All ſchemes of taxation ſhuuld moſt undoubtedly proceed 
on the principle of an equal aſſeſſment on property, in payment of 
that protection which Government atfordcd to that property: the 
great queſtion, therefore, was, Whether the beſt criterion had been 
adopted, in order to diſcover and appreciate the amount of property, 
ſo as to avoid its producing inequality of burdens *f When he con- 
ſidered this part of the ſubjet, it by no means occurred to him, 
neither did he conceive that it would occur to cheir Lordſhips, that 
income was a fair meaſure of property, eſpecially the income of 
proſeſſional men, and of perſons enibarked in trade; for the income 
of ſuch perſons muſt always be exceedingly variable ; they may 
be often obliged to change this year the mode of living they purſued 
the laſt year; as at one time their trade and profits might be floy- 
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riſhing and high, and at another time fink almoſt to nothing. Their 
income could not therefore be, in any reſpect, a fair criterion of pro- 
perty. Even if it cguld be confidered as ſuch, till the aſſeſſed 
taxes ſhould not be ſelected as a proper meaſure of expenditure, 
eſpecially with regard to perſons in buſineſs, who, from the nature 
of their calling, paid a contiderable ſum to the aſſeſſed taxes, merely 
for the inſtruments of their trade, and in order to keep up the ap- 
pearance in life, which was ſo neceſſary to ſecure the eſteem and con- 
ſideration of the world. But this was not the objection which ' 
principally weighed upon his mind, or which he wiſhed more eſpe— 
cially to pres on the attention of their Lordſhips. For admitting, 
for the fake of argument, that expenditure was the criterion of in- 
come, and that the aſſeſſed taxes were a fair meaſure of expenditure, 
ſtill he was at a loſs to account upon what principle it was that the 
expenditure of the laſt year ſhould be confidered as the excluſive 
criterion upon Which a fair and adequate judgement was to be, 
formed of the expenditure of future years. If expenditure was to 
be viewed as the general criterion, then the expenditure of every 
year ſhould be the criterion of its income. This was his opinion 
on the ſubject, and at this late hour he would only preſume to put 
and repeat the queſtion Why, if expenditure was to be the meta- 
ſure of income, it was not to be applied to the expenditure of the 
future, as well as the paſt ? 

Lord GREN VILLE faid, he was ſorry to be obliged, contrary 
to his expectation, to riſe and make a few obſervations in addition 
to thoſe with which he had preſaced his motion, and in anſwer to 
the objections which had been thrown out againſt the bill by the 
noble Lords who oppoſed the meaſure. And firſt, he obſerved 
that the noble Duke had entirely miſtaken him when he ſuppoſed 
that he had aſſerted that the Addreſs to the King on the mecting 
of Parliament was a pledge for this particular mode of ſupply ; he 
had in fact ſaid no ſuch thing, nor did he think it, but the Address 
to which he alluded as bearing in it a pledge of that kind, was that 
which was voted ſome time after the meeting of Parliament. The 
circumſtances of the negotiation made the bafis of that Addrels; 
and on maturely weighing and examining them, the Houſe cf 
Lords and the Houſe of Commons did ſolemnly pledge themſelves 
to act upon the full ſpirit and terms of that Addreſs. It was the 
unanimous aſſertion of Parliament. In opening his motion for the 
ſecond reading of the bill he thought that he could not take bettet 
or more ſubſtantial grounds than that Addreſs ; and in ſtating it he 
had only paid the tribute of reſpe& that was due to Parliament: 
Haviog ſuch unqueſtionable authority for his warrant, the queſtion 


Jan. 9.] - DEBATES. 663 


vas Whether any more was neceſſary to the ſupport of the mea- 
ſure? If it were, he had already ſtated it; for it was not true, as 
the noble Duke had ſaid, that he had grounded his motion fimply 
on the Addreſs ; for he had, on the contrary, diſtinctly ſtated, and 
he would now repeat it, that the Commons acting on that principle, 
had, for raifing a ſupply, laid a contribution, not, as had been 


faid, on the lower orders, but in a very light degree on the middle 


claſſes, and in a gradually riling proportion on the higher orders, 
reſting at laſt with much the greateſt weight on the firſt clafſes of 
ſociety. Standing as the meaſure did, upon ſuch grounds as thoſe, 
it had not been at all incumbent upon him to fay a word more in 
defence of it, till ſome objections were ſtated againſt the decifion of 
the Commons, whoſe duty it peculiarly was to attend to buſineſs of 
finance, and whoſe means of judging of the expediency of a tax, 
and of the detail of a tax bill, were much greater and more complete 
than their Lordſhips could poſſibly have before them. In diſeuſ- 
ſing the bill, it was ſomewhat extraordinary that the noble Duke 
and the learned Lord (Thurlow) were at odds, the former diſputing 
that which the latter agreed did nor admit of a double ; namely, 
that ſome meaſure of this kind was abſolutely neceſſary to meet the 
bold hoſtility, the inſidious deſigns, and the preſumptuous preten- 
ſions of the enemy. This was not the ſtatement of an individual, 
who could be ſaid to be intereſted in the fate of the queſtion ; but 
the noble and learned Lord's authority, oppoſed to that of the noble 
Duke and of the noble Lord who opened the oppoſition of the night. 
It was therefore to be taken for granted that great exertion ought to 
be made either in the funding way or in this mode; but it ſo hap- 
pened that funding was a part of this meaſure, which compriſed 
both modes; one great advantage of which was, that it held out 
to the enemy the futility of his only hope, and ſhewed him that 
this country had within it not only the means, but the ſpirit and 
determination to uſe them ; that they could not only have recourſe, 
if requilite, to the funding ſyſtem, but that they could alſo have 
recourſe to a ſyſtem which had not been applied to in any period of 
our hiſtory, or in the beſt times; and he recommended it to thoſe 
noble Lords who oppoſed the bill, to conlider if there were any 
among them ſo unprejudiced as to reflect upon it coolly, that there 
was nothing which could be more favourable to this country, or 
more likely to check the preſumption of the French, than that they 
ſhould ſee that the preſſure, from which they derived their hopes 
of ruining this country, was not felt; and that the country, after 
near two months deliberate inveſtigation, had adopted the plan, 
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and that therefore it could not de conſidere as a meaſure of precipi- 
tation. 

The noble Duke had made a calculation that included hi own 
caſe, and had ſaid that it woulii be a meaſure of better policy tg 
raiſe the ſum wanted by a permanent annuity ; but ſurely their 
Lordſhips muſt be aware thot Pariiament, in doing fo, would throw 
the burden as much upon the poor as upon the rich. This mode 
of taxing the poor to alleviate the burdens of the opulent might 
perhaps ſuit the feelings and convenience of the noble D ike, but 
Parliament, in their wiſdoin, would ſpeak a better language, and 
ſay that they would rather burden perſons of the ſame elaſs of the 
noble Duke than let any part of. it light upon the indigent. As to 
the objection that had been made to the meaſure, on the ſuppoſition 
that it would create a defalcation in the revenue, it was not more 
applicable to this than any other mode of taxation, for he would 
venture to aſſert that it was impoiſible to increaſe the taxes in any 
way without producing ſome effect upon the revenue. And he put 
to their Lordſhips this queſtion, to which he wiſhed for an anſwer— 
« Whether, if this plan did ſucceed, the country would not ſtand 
In a prouder fituation than if ſo much money were raiſed by loan a 
the price that muſt now be given for it?“ 

The noble and learned Lord had concurred in the opinion, that 
the ſum ought to be raiſed within the year, but had diſapproved of 
the mode of railing it, as the criterion which had been taken would 
make the diſtribution of the burden unequal ; but certainly the 
noble and learned Lord knew as wen as any one the impoſiibility of 
attaining perfect theoretic equality. No ſyſtem of taxation ever did 
approximate equality. The land tax, for example, was never ſaid 
or thought by any body to bear equally on all ; but yet it had never 
been objected to, or thrown out upon that account. Would the 
noble Duke ſay that the land- tax bill ought not to paſs becauſe it did 
not bear equally upon every body? He challenged any noble Lord 
to point out to him a ſingle tax that did bear equally. There was 
not one; no, not ſo much as one: for there was no article whatſo- 
ever that was equal in neceſſity, or equally uſed by all. And 
ſhould that be made an objection now, which never was held an 
objection before; or did their Lordfliips hope to get over a diinculty, 
now that never had been got over before? Equality in taxation was 
to the full as viſionary as any other kind of equality. He allowed 
it was true, as had been ſtated, that the Aſſeſſed Taxes were no 
certain criterion of income, nor income of property. If thn 
neither a tax founded on income or on aſſeſſments would do, what 
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would their Lordſhips ſay of a direct tax upon property? How was 
that property to be aſcertained ? Suppoſe it were poſſible to get an 
accurate account of property, did their Lordſhips refle& upon the 
various ways in which it might be placed, and rhe inceſſant fluQua- 
tions that would bafle every attempt to apply the laws of taxation 
toir* How then could it beft be got at? By expenditure only ; 
and if this was a tax on expenditure, with certain falutary modifi- 
cations and checks, it could not be maintained to be an objection, 
that it cannct eaſily be compriſed in a ſimple logical definition. 

The noble Lord had aſhed why the criterion was taken according 
to the expen:'iture in 1797, and not in 1798; to this he would 
anſwer, becauſe in 1797 every man laid his plan of expenditure 


. without any vicw to tixation, and it was therefore the proper teſt of 


ability; whereas, in 1798, the expenditure would be regulated 
not according to the ability of each perſon, but to his diſpoſition to 
contribute to the exigencies of the State. Another objection which 
had becn {tared was, that the tax was not voluntary; but he aſked 
their LordJihivs, whether ben nad cver h¹e rd hich a pri neĩple main- 
tained, or cw rf d, as that no tax ſhould be laid that was 
not voluntary? id. ſuch a principle would be ſo much at va- 
riance with praciive, tat it cui not ſubſiſt, for no caſe could be 
ſuppoſed, or did «xi't, in which a tax could be voluntary. And 
as to the ohjeciions which had been made on the ſubieti of cating 
for a diſeloſure t prope riv, it was one which would apply at leaſt 
in as great a degiee tr» any of the modes propered be the not le Lerds. 
Every ot petign which had been ſtared, applied as ſtrongly to the 
funcing ty ter as {© his : their Lord! PS would fee, that borrw- 
ing this money, u ten is ercare a farther lowering of the funds, 
and wouls to al inents and prurpofes be forcing upen the holdcrs of 
ſtoek a heavy 4018 by the ſtrong hand of compulſion. Three ob- 
je*tions tiad been made to this, cv. rv one of which applied to every 
other plan, bur the funling, mure th an to this; and tvo of them 
applied to the funding plan in a greater degree than to this. The 
ob, étion which head been made on gecount of the dealer of ſmall 
cat ial vaniſhed, becauſe ſuch a dcaler would not come within the 
pros ions of the act. The mall farmer, too, was entirely ex- 
empted, and the large farmer was to pav no more than twice 
the amount he now paid, and the intermediate farmers paid only 
in pr portion. 

tive noble Duke and the noble Lord, he ſaid, had claſhed moſt 
Wrentle in their opinions—the former had declared it to be his 
cpi. on that the ſubject thould not be taken up as a party queſtion z 
hne ihe latter had inſiſted that it ſhould be conſidered as a mode 
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of puſhing Miniſters from office by ſtopping the ſupplies, and had, 
in order to fix criminality on Miniſters, ſtated certain declarations, 
ſuppoſed to be made by them reſpedling the object of the war, 
While he congratulated the Houſe upon the acceſſion to his ſeat of 
a young nobleman who promiſed fo fairly to be an ornament to it, 
he could not help ſaying, that he ſhould rather expected to have 
heard a ſtatement of thoſe declarations from ſome Lord who had 
been in the Houſe at the time they were ſuppoſed to have been made. 
He did not much wonder that the idea of Miniſters having plunged 
the country into war, aſſerted fo frequently as it had been, and re- 
iterated daily in the public prints, ſhould have made a deep im. 


preſſion upon the noble Lord, endowed, as he ſeemed to be, with | 


all the warmth of youthful imagination: but how far that charge 
was true was now put beyond the reach of conteſt by the American 
Declarations. If any man till entertained a doubt upon the ſub- 
ect, let him read a pamphlet written by Mr. Hopper, an American, 
wherein he will find how the French had tallen upon this and upon 
every other country, He knew no ſubject which more fully ſhewed 
the principles of France than her conduct to America. In the 
profeſſions of France to America, in the partiality of America to 
France, and in the return made for that, partiality, it might be 
ſeen that France uniformly acted on the ſame principle there as in 
Europe. He ſaid, that not a ſingle day paſſed over which did net 
open ſome freſh proof of the long lurking miſchievous deſigns of 
France; but in the book of Mr. Hopper a fact is ſtated which, if 
all the reſt of the conduct of France could be done away, would be 
conclufive :— viz. That long before the war, meaſures were taken 
by France to excite America to hoſtility againſt England. And 
his Lordſhip declared, that there was not a day in which the courſe 
of his buſineſs did not open to him ſome new proof of the wicked 
deſigns of France, It was not more than twenty-four hours ago 
he had ſtumbled upon ſome letters (poſſibly they might yet be pro- 
duced) which contained irreſiſtible proof, from perſunrs of official 
capacity, to the above effeA ; ſome from a noble Lord then on the 
Continent (Lord Auckland) were among the number. But he al- 
ſured the noble Lord that he was moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, if he 
ſuppoſed Miniſters had ever ſtated that the object of the war wa 
the opening of the Scheldt, or the ſupport of their Allies merely; 
on the contrary, it was, that the enemy had, by various attacks on 
our Allies, induced the neceſſity of our taking up arms, and would 
perhaps have driven us to the neceſſity of declaring war, if he had 
not anticipated the point, by attacking us, and interfering in the 
internal policy of this country. 
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The noble Baron (Holland), he obſerved, had adviſed the Houſe 
to ſuſpend the progreſs of the bill ; and the noble Duke fell in with 
an explanation, adviſing to ſuſpend it until a pledge was given to 
the Houſe and the Country of a radical Reform; that is to ſay, a 
Reform of Parliament, and of ſuppoſed abuſes in this country ; and 
a Reform of Parliament, a dereliction of the ſyſtem of coercion, 
and a grant of their juſt rights to the People of Ireland : ; a propoſal 
of 10 Jeſs magnitude than that, with the enemy at our gates, we 
were to ſuſpend al] ſupplies and ſtop all means of reſiſtance, until a 
reform, or a pledge of reform, was granted. If indeed the Houſe 
withheld ſupplics till then, reform would come, accompanied by 
the arms of the enemy, who has ſaid plainly that he relies upon our 
diviſions in England, and intends to come, in order to produce a 
reform, that is to ſav, a revolution in this country. Ihe noble 
and youthful Lord, he ſaid, had a warm imagination; but he 
withed to know what pledge he meant; who was it that could take 
upon him to pledge the Parliament of England to abandon their 
principles, and give up the country a prey to France? But if any 
men were found ſo deſp erate as to offer a pledge for this Parliament, 
vo in that Houſe could venture to pledge the Parliament of Ire- 
lund to ſubvert the government of that country, to break it off from 
England, and to dettrov individual ſecurity of life and property in 
that country? But beſides all this, he intreated their Lordihips to 
conſider what extravagant impropriety it would be in them to agree 
with either the noble Duke or the noble Lord. The Houſe of 
Commons, the Conſtitutional guardians of the People's purſe, has 
ſaid to the King, We will give you a ſupply to enable you to re— 
fiſt the enemy 5 but the Lords ſay, No ; you ſhall not get it till 
vou give a pledge to overthrow the Government.“ He exhorted 
the noble Lords to conſider tue queſtion maturely ; and he aſked 
them, whether all who wiihed for retorm were agreed as to the mode 
of it? He believed not; he would not injure the noble Lord fo far 
as to ſuppoſe that he for one meant the fame kind of reform propoſed 
by the Correſponding Society; perhaps it did not occur to the noble 
Lord, that it was neceflary to Cetermine what was meant by radical 
reform before he pledged himſelf for it. 

He ſaid, he truſted that the Lords and the Parliament had a 
pledge among themſelves of a very oppoſite nature, namely, that 
ons would maintain the Conſtitution unimpaired and inviolate— 

2 'ruſted that the Sovereign was reſolved to preſerve it alſo, and 
thar the people at laige were not lefs reſolved than either, and that 
they would never forget one leading truth—that to change the ſyſtem 
vt 1epreſentation would be nothing ſhort of revolution. If Purlia- 
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ment could fo far betray their conſtituents and the country as to agree 
to a transfer of the rights of clection from thoſe who now poſſeſs 
them to the people, did ary man think it would ſtop there, or at all 
ſhort of pulling down the Conſtitution, which has been eſtabliſhed 
for ages, to ſet up the crude, viſionary theories of modern reformers 
in its ſtead * Would they not be told, as they were told in France, 


«© You have done nothing—you call this reform, but nothing i 


« reform that falls ſhort of univerſal ſuffrage.” The partizans 
of which ſaid univerſal ſuffrage were infinitely more numerous 
than thoſe of moderate reform; and ſo far from their Lordſhips 
pledging themſelves to a radical reform, he hoped they would pats 
this bill, and grant the fupplics, it for no other reaſon, at leaſt as a 
means of {topping the progreſs of a radical reform. 

Lord TI HURLOW, in explanation, ſaid, that he had explicitly 
declared his ſentiments, that great and vigorous exertions were ne— 
cefiary to meet the important crilis of the preſent day, and he would 
be proud to ſupport every proper and wiſe mcaſure of defence ; but 
he continued to think, that though heavy taxes muſt be laid on the 
exigeney, it was by no means clear that the preſent meaſure was 
either wiſe or prudent. A plan unequal, and that in its effence and 
character departed from the eſſential qualities of a juſt meaſure cf 
taxation, was not the way of procuring an adequate defence. He 
had heard no ſufficient anſwer to his obicRion, that it was unfair to 
take the meaſure of expenditure in 1797 for our ability to con- 
tribute in 1798 Hand he could not admit the argument of the noble 
Lord, that becauſe men might alter their eſtablitkments in ſpite or 
in evaſion, the tax muſt be fo taken. I hioſe who formed their 
eſtabliſhments after the year 1797, would of courſe form them in the 
view of this afletiment, and there was obvious inequality on the 
face of it. Another argument, that of the dcereaſe of the other 
taxes, had not been anſwered. It had been ſaid, that the expendt- 
ture of ſeven millions to be raifed by the tax would ſerve to keep up 
the permanent revenue. This was a moſt deluſive idea. Accord- 
ing to this, if thirty millions were to be raiſed inſtead of ſeven, the 
revenue would be a gainer in its effects on conſumption ; but the 
fact was known to be otherwiſc. Was it all to be expended it 
the country, was it all to be expended in that courſe which for- 
tified and promoted indufry ? He mult continue to think, there- 
fore, that it was an unadviſed meaſure. 

Lord HOLLAND, in a ſhort but very ſtrong and pointed 
ſpeech of reply, animadverted on the arguments of the noble Se- 
cretary of State. At ſo late an hour, he ſaid, he would not detain 
their Lordſhips, but he muſt take notice of ſome expreſſions of the 
noblc — which had been rather perſonally addreſſed to him. 
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In regard to his declaration about the preſent exigency of our affairs, 
and the neceſſity of vigorous exertions, no perſon felt more ſincerely, 
nor had expreſſed more warmly his conviction, than he had done, 
of the neceſſity of ſuch exertions. It was his feeling on this ſubject 
that had given riſe to the obſervations that he had ventured to make 
on a meaſure which, ſo far from being a meaſure of ſtrength, was a 
meaſure of weakneſs; ſo far from holding forth the promiſe of vi- 
gour, Was as deluſive in point of real reſource, as it was giinding 
in its operation. He had faid that he would give his cheerful 
alſent to a well-digeſted plan of taxation that ſhould be voluntary, 
the only genuine ſource of ſupply ; and that he propoſed to ſuſpend 
this feeble, as well as unjuſt meaſure, in order that they might have 
time to deviſe a more equal and more effeual means of railing 
the ſum neceſſary to the occaſions of the year, as well as of making 
the ſupply effectual to its purpoſe when raiſed. All the latter part 
of the noble Lord's ſpeech had been directed particularly againſt 
what he had advanced with reſpect to a pledge, and was indeed an 
attack made upon him for that exprefſion. It would have been 
well if the noble Lord had been pleaſed to ſtate correctly the expteſ- 
ſion to which he had been given ſo loud and fo lofty an anſwer. He 
hardly thought it poſſible that words ſo ſimple could have been ſo 
milinterpreted, or miſunderſtood. In the pledge that he was defi- 
rous of obtaining he had uſed no ambiguous, and no undefined 
terms. He had ſtated correctly what he wanted — namely, the diſ- 
miſſal of His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, as a preliminary to the 
appointment of men in whom the nation could have juſt confidence 
tor the reſtoration of their rights, and for a ſyſtem of Adminiſtration 
founded upon Parliamentary Reform. This expreſſion was ſuffi- 
cicnily clear and intcliigible, one would think, to cvery noble Lord; 
It woas not new language in this country; yet out of this the noble 
Lud had made a vehement appeal to their Lorethips on the funda- 
mental change that was to be made on the vital ſyſtem of the Bri- 
tiſn Government. And, as if this were not enough, he had called 
in the alarm alſo of meddling with the Parliament of Ireland! In 
the moment of the diſcontents of that kingdom, was the Parliament 
of Ireland to be called upon to unſay all that they had ſaid, and to 
concede Parliamentary Reform after declaring that it would be fatal 
tothe Government of that country? Now what was the fact with 
reſpect to the Parliament of Ireland on this ſubject? All their 
Lordſhips knew that after having kicked over their bar the petitions 
of the people praying for Catholic emancipation, the petitioners had 
gone to the foot of the Throne with their repreſentations, not to His 


Majeſty's Miniſters ; and the conſequence of their petitions was, 
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an inſtruction ſent out to grant the relief which was prayed for. Ac. 
cordingly the ſelf-ſame Parliament that had rejected the petitions 
with ſo much ſcorn, this jealous Parliament, did refolve that a Re- 
form in the repreſentation of the people would be a wiſe and ſly. 
tary meaſure. Lord Holland faid, he was fſenfible that the difcuc. 
ſion of Parliamentary Reform, much lets any alluſion to Ireland, 
was not ſtrictly in order this night, but the noble Lord had made ir 
neceſſary for lim to ſay ſo much. The noble Secretary had drawn 
forth a areadful charge againſt him, that he wanted to change the 
fundamental baſis of the Britith Conſtitution, as it he had revite. 
it, and {314 it was not a goed and a happy Conſtitution for a rational 
people to live under. Now, he certainly had not ſaid one word 
againit the Conſtitution. It was a z-nerous maxim, and which he 
ſhould always purſue —“ de mortnes nil nit beute; he would never 
ſpeak ill of the dead. The fort of argument that the noble Lord 
had uſed reminded him of ſome humorous verſes by one of our bit 
poets (Prior): 

© Thus Flarlequin extoll'd his horſe, 

“ Fit for the road, the race, the courſe ; 

& One fault he had, —a fault indeed ! 

And what was that——ve b/c nvas dead. 
So of the genuine Coaſtitution of Englund: —it had every excellent 
quality that could endear it to a rational or a free people; but alas 
it was no longer in exiſtence, What he wanted, and he had ex- 
preſſed himſelf in clear language, was to revive that Conſtitution in 
its purity, and the means was not by any innovating courſe, but by 
eſtoring to the people a juſt repreſentation in Parliament. In doing 
this, he had no heſitation in ſaying that the ſpecies of retorm which 
had been accurately deſeribed in another place met with his perfect 
concurrence. 

The Duke of BEDFORD congratulated Minifters on their full 
policition of their antient talents for miſrepreſentation. When his 
young and noble friend had ſeen as much of them as he had done, he 
would not be aftoniſhed at their ſucceſs in the art. Ile could not 
avoid remarking how they chcercd the Houſc with their uſual in- 
vecti ves againſt the French Government at the very moment hen 
they alledged the invective of the French Government againſt ours 
as a proof of their deep hoſtility, and of their determined indiſpoli- 
tion to peace. The noble Duke then replied to the anſwer which 
had been given to his own reaſoning. He had admitted the ne- 
ceſſity of great exertions, and ſo had his noble friend; and, becauſe 
they were ſo inclined, they wiſhed to put the ſupplies into vigor0-5 
hands. He had objected to the preſent plan, becauſe it would be of 
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advantage to no perſon ; and he had expreſsly contended that more 
ought to be exacted from the higheſt ranks. The proportion to be 
required from the richer orders was not in proportion to that which 
was taken from thoſe between zol. and gol. a year. Yet the 
noble Secretary had ſaid, that he was pleading his own cauſe, be- 
cauſc he had ſaid, that raiing the ſupply by a fund was preferable to 
this. How could the noble Lord juſtify this inſinuation? The 
proportions would be equal che one way or the other; and if the 
afſetiment was fairly made, as he contended it ought to be on the 
higher orders, without any particular aliulion, he might be permitted 
to ſav, that his ſhare of the burden would be found among the 
higheſt. 

Lord GREN VILLE affured the noble Duke, that he had miſ- 
taken his argument. He meant only to ſhew, that to bring the 
ſupply within the year neccffarily fell heavier in proportion on the 
higher orders than a tas; of a permanent nature. 

The Houſe divided—Contents 50, Proxies 23-73, Non- 
Contents 6. Majority 67. 

The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, as the Houſe had determined 
to raiſe this ſum by this means, the next ſtep, in his mind, was, to 
conſider into whoſe hands the ſupply had been given. He thought 
that, conſiſtent with national ſafety, the defence of the country ought 
not to be truſted to His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters. He thought 
a day ought not to be loſt in moving for an addreſs to the King to 
diſmiſs them from his Councils for ever: but the thin attendance 


. of Lords on this day convinced him that he could not immediately 


look for an attendance equal to the importance of the diſcuſſion. He 
would therefore move that their Lordſhips be ſummoned for that 
day fortnight, to conſider of an addreſs for the removal of His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that he could not diQtate to the 
noble Duke what day to chuſe for a motion; but on that day Par- 
liament would not be fitting. He muſt therefore give his negative 
to the motion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD aid, that in an exigency of ſuch 
importance, Parliament, in his mind, would neglect their duty if 
they agreed to adjourn, He muſt therefore perſiſt in his motion, 
which was put and negatived. 


/ 


The Peers who divided againſt the aſſeſſed- tax bill were, 


Duke of BeprorD, Earl of OxrorD, 
Earl of BessBOROUGH, Lord HoLLAN PD, 
Earl of PzTERBOROUGH, Lord KING. 
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Wedneſday, Fanuary 10. 
The bill for increaſing the aſſeſſed taxes was reported. 


rs. 


The queſtion was put, that this bill be committed. It vas 
carried in the affirmative. 


DISSENTIEXT, 

Becauſe, We conceive that in the preſent circumFances no grant of 
money by Parliament, can alone be ſutheient to extricate the country 
from 1ts alarming and critical fituation, 

When the exigencies of the State are ſuch, as to demand large ſupplies 
from the people, our duty is not confined to the bare confideration ot the 
neceſſity of the cate, or the mode of levying the money. We are not, 
from the preſſure of circumilances, and the approach of danger, haſtily 
to concur in laying adcitional burthens on our fellow-ſubjects, without 
inſuring to the public a wiſe application of the money ſo raiſed, and 
without due precautions for directing the efforts of the people to their only | 
legitimate object, the benefit of the community. A neglect of this, the 
moſt important of ail parliamentary duties, muſt produce, and in our opt- 
nions, it has alr-ady produced, conſequences the mt fatal to the dignity | 
of the Nation, the ſtability of the Government, and the intereſts of the | 

People. In the uncondittunal compliance with the demands of the Exe- 
cutive Government again propoſed as the remedy, we perceive the real 
and fatal ſource of the evil. — Year after year His Majeſty's Miniſters have 
grounded their application to Parliament upon the urg-ncy of the occa- 
non, and the extraordinary exigencies of the State, Ju ſatisfy their de: 
mands, to enable them to encounter the dangers, and remove the diff- 
culties in which we were involved, every article of luxury or convenience 
have been taxed, the reſources of the country las heen exhauſted, and 
ſums unparalleled in hiftory, have been entrufted to their diſpoſal; yet, 
year after year the occaſi n has become more urgent, the exigencits more 
prefling, the difficulties more alarming, and the dangers more immediate, 
The ſecurity of the nation has been thak-n in the ſame proportion as the 
proſperity of the country has been impaired, external danger has kept t 
pace with internal diſtreſs, and the exertions which have impoveriſned \ 
the people, and ſhaken our credit, have purchaſed nothing bur the UA 08 
national honour, the defection of allies, and the failure of every great 
object of the war. 

If the whole force of Great Britain and Ireland, aided by grants, 
laviſhed beyond the example of the moſt improvident times, affitted by 
the moſt powerful monarchs of Europe, has proved inſufficient in the 
hands of Minitters to ſecure the bleiſinzs of peace, or even to avert the 
preſent awful circumſtances of the country, it ſe-ms inconſili-at with rea- 
ſon to expect that the painful efforts of an empire, whoſe means are c. 
hauſted by taxati n, whoſe 'ſpiriis are damped by failure, and whoſe 
affections are in part alienated by oppr-fion, can, without a ſingle ally, 
under the direction of the ſame men, reſiſt with eff Rt, a powerfu! and 
exaſperated enemy, elated with ſucceſs, ſtrengthened by conqueſt, and 
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luppo: ted by the united powers of Holland and of Spain. In this ſituation 


of affairs, to perſevere in the ſſtem which has produced it, to confide in 
the Miniſters who, „ith the aid of ſo many millions, have been unable to 
avert it, evinces, in our opinion, a total diſregard of the common maxims 
of prudence, a wanton rejection of the leſſons of experience, and a deter- 
mined neglect of the muſt important of our parliamentary duties. Under 
the periuaſton, therefore, that the dangers with which we are now threac- 
ened, are the reſult of force, directed to objects at once imp: afticable and 
$ foreign to the intereſts of this country; that they are the neceſſary conſe- 
quences of a miſapplication of the public money, and the natural fruits of 
the incapacity and profuſion of thoſe to whom it has been improvidently 
entruſted, we deemed it our duty not to ſanction any grant to the Execu- 


ff tive G vernment until a pledge was given to the Houſe, by the removal } 
y of His Maj-ity's Miniſters, of a complete alteration in his councils. We ] 
held it neither juſt to impoſe, nor reaſonable to require any additional | 
es ſacrifices from our fellow-{ubjects, until ſome proſpect was held out to the | 
ie people of a reform of that Hlouſe which had granted, and a cenſure of | 
* thole Ministers who had laviſned ſums ſo enormous, without any benefit 1 
ly reſulting to the community. We thought that while His Majeity's affairs . 
ut were conducted by tlioſe who originally engaged in this calamitous conteſt, 
nd and who can neither carry on war or negotiation with honour, advantage, 4 
ly or ſucceſs, no ou of money by Parliament, no ſacriſices on the part 0 q 
he the people, could afford a reaſonable hope that the bleſſings of peace would [ 
i- be ſpeedily reſtored, or permanenily ſecured. We imagined, that until J 
ty ſome earneſt was given of a radical alteration of the ſyſtem of terror and 
he coercion in Ireland, of the repeal of the two Bills, the one entitled“ An | 
Th Act for the Safety and Preſervation of His Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- | 
eal ment againſt Treaſonable and Seditious Practices and Attempts,” and the | 
Ve other entitled + An Act for the more effectually preventing Seditious | 
ca- Meetings and Aſſemblies, of economy in public expenditure, and dimi- 
de- nution of the enormous patronage and influence of the Crown, we were 
n- not warranted in expecting that cheartul co-operation of the people, which 
ace being at once the indication and reſult of a reciprocal confidence between 
ind the 2 and the governed, can only be reſtored by the reſtoration 
et, of the antient and happy, practice of a Conſtitution undisfigured by coer- 
ore cive laws—of a Parliament ſpeaking the ſenſe of the People and a Miniſ- 
ate, try dependent on the voice of the Parliament. 
the Becauſe it appears to us that any attempt to raiſe the ſupplies within 
ept the year, in the preſent exhauſted ſtate of the country, muſt be attended 
ned with the greateſt difficulty and danger, 
5 Of Becauſe were we toallow that the principle of raiſing the ſupplies by 
reat contribution, inſtead of loan, was juſt, wile, and expedient, yet under the 
preſent Miniſters, it would appear to us attended with the utmoſt danger, 
nts, as the real expences of the year have generally exceeded by nearly one 
i by their calculation; and thus any regulations for the 'equal diftribution of 
the the burden which were adopted upon the firſt calculation, might be ren- 
the dered ineffefual by ſubſequent and more extenſive demands. | 
rea- Becauſe if the Bill is intended as a tax upon expenditure, its retroſpec- 
en- uve operation is arbitrary and cruel in the extreme, and altogether re- 
koſe Pugnant to the uſages of our anceſtors, the faith of civilized govern- 
ally, ments, and the common dictates of humanity and juſtice. If it is intended 
_ 48 4 u Upon income, in our opinion the criterion propoſed is objection- 
an 


le and inadequate; and, above all, as income is of various deſcriptions, 
Vor. IV. 3 4 R | 
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ſometimes ariſing from permanent and diſpoſable capital, ſometimes from 

recarious or temporary poſſeſſions, and ſometimes from labour, talents or 
induſtry, we deem any attempt to proportion the burthen to the income, 
in itſelf unjuſt, unequal and impolitic. If it is intended as a tax upon 
property, neither in the original criterion, viz, the Aﬀeiſed Taxes of 1797, 
nor in the propoſed relief, do we recognize any juſt principles of taxation, 
or perceive any fair or adequate method ſuggeſted for the impartial diſtri- 
bution of the burthen. 

Becauſe the relief propoſed to thoſe who may, by the increaſe of theit 
Aſſeſſed Taxes, be liable to pay more than the tenth of their income, re. 
quires a diſcloſure of their pecuniary circumſtances, which is contrary to 
the cuſtoms and prejutices of Engliſhmen, and repugnant to the prinei- 
ples of the Conſtitution; and which to perſons engaged in commerce or 
trade, muſt be attended with yet greater inconveniences than the payment 
of more than the teath of their mcome. Furthermore, this regulation 
appears to us an indirect breach of the faith ſo often and fo facredly 

ledged to the ftock-holder, for ihould the whole of the income of aur 
individual claiming this relief conliſt in a dividend upon ſtock, 'a tent} 
of that income is 1mmediately ſacrificed, and the dividend, in violation 
of the faith of the Parliament and the nation, diminiſhed one-tenth by the 
intervention of Government, | 

Becauſe the operation of this Bill is not confined to a definite period of 
time, but by the moſt wanton violation of juſtice, remains in full force 10 
a certain ſum is produced; thus exacting from the honelt the deficiencis 
which may have been occaſioned by accidental circumſtances, by the de- 
ſigns or the diſtreſs of individuals, by the favour or the negleR of the 
collectors. | : 

5 | HOLLAND. 
. oo: OXFORD. 


1 | Thurſday, Farittary 11. 


The new aſſeſſed- tax bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR gave notice, that he would ta 
morrow move, that there be laid before the Houſe an account of the 
amount of the aſſeſſed taxes paid by Peers, in order to ſnew ts wha! 
extent their Lordſhips ſhould contribute under the new aſſeſſed. 
Lerd CARRINGTON gave notice, that he thould to-morrow 
move that an account of ſuch voluntary contributions as might be 
mage by their Lordſhips, be laid before the Houſe. | 
Lord GREN VILLE brought down to the Houſe the following 
meſſage from His Majeſty : . 
1 h K. cs | 7 
* Hir Majefty thinks proper fa acquaint the Fuſe of Lords, that 6 
Majeſty has received various advices of preparations made, and ne. 
ſures taken in Frante, a parently in Purſuance of u defign openly and 
repeatedly profeſſed of attempting the invaſion of theſe kingdoms. 
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His Ma yeſiy is firmly perſuaded, that by the zeal, courage and exe 
ertiens of his ſuljects, ſtruggling fir whatever is meſt dear to them, 
ſuch an enterprize, if attemple 45 will terminate in the canfiſian ard 
ruin of theſe wha may be engaged in it. But His Mojeſly, in his 
anxious concern for the ſafely and welfare of his falt ful pecle, feels it 
incumbent en him to emit ns ſuitable fr which may contribute to 
thetr defence. 

His Hajeſly, therefore, in purſuance ts the aft paſſed for providing 
far the augmentation of the militia, hes thought it 7% ts make this 
communication ts the Houſe of Lirds, ts the end, that His H1ajefty may 
cauſe the faid militia, or que part thereof as he Jpall think neceſſary, 
ts be drawn out and embodied, and ts march as cconfion ſhall require. 


The meſſage being read, | 

Lord GREN VILLE moved, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to His Majeſiy thanking him for his — meſſage, and 
promiling the determination of the Houſe to ad opt ſuch cfticacious 
meaſures as the exigencies of the times required. 

This motion was put, and agreed to nem. diff. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


os 3, 93 
7 murſday, january It. 


Mr, WILBERFORCE BIRD 2 2 petition from four 
thouſand watehmakers of Coventry, ating the digtreſs they ſuſfered 
trom the operation of the tax impoſed laſt ſellion upon watches and 
eloeks, and pray ing for. a repeal of that bill. ,- 

Mr. MAINWARING preſented a petition, ſigned by eight 
thouſand watchmakers of London, We ſiminſicr, and the A. 
of Southwark, praying a repeal of the abo duty, 

Mr. Mainwaring afterwards gave notice, that on the goth, of 
rebruary, immediately after the receſs, he ſhou'd move for a Com- 
mittee, to whom all petitions from the watchmakers might be, re- 
terred, and that upon the report of the Committee he. ſhould 
ground a motion for leave to bring in a bill for the repeal of the 
laid duty. 

Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that as a ſimilar n tice had been 
$iv.n by another Member, both motions could not Le made. 
4R 2 


4 PR * -7 _ 
* —— — 
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Mr. WILBERFORXCE BIRD, after a ſhort converſation, 
ceded to Mr. MAINWARING. 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAS acqueinted the Houſe, that he had a 
meſſ age from His Majeſiy to this Houſe, figned by His Majeſty ; 
and he preſented the tame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr, 
Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. 


GEORGE R. 3 

His Majefty thinks priper to acquaint the Houſe of Commons, I/ at 
His Majefiy has received varims aduices of preparations made, and 
meaſures taken, in France, apparently in purſuance of the deſign, 
epenly and refcatedly projiiſod, of attempting the invaſion of theſe = 
kingd:mis. 

Hi, Mijeſiy is firmly perſuaded that, by the zeal, crurage, and ex- 
ertiins of his ſuljects, firuggling far whatever ts moft dear 16 them, 
fuch an enterprize, if atternipted, will terminate in the confuſum and 
ruin thaſe wha may be engaged in it : but His Majeſty, in his anx- 
rus concern for the fajety and welfare & his faithful people, feels it in- 
cumbent an him bi amit no fuitalle precuutiin which may contribute 
to their defence at j; important a cinjuncture. His Majeſty, there- 
fare, in purſuanch of the act, paſſed in the laſt ſeſſrm of Parliament, 
fer praviding fer the augmentation of the militia, has thought it right 
ta make this corumunicatien to the Houſe Cammaus, to the end that 
His Majeſty may cauſe the ſaid militia, ar ſuch part ere as he ſhall 
think necefſary, to be drawn out and embsdied, and io march as cccaſiin 
ſhall require. ; 


G. R. 


It was then reſolved, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, to return 
His Majeſty our dutiful thanks for graciouſly communicating to 
this Houſe, that he had received various advices of preparations 
made, and meaſures taken, in France, apparently in purſuance of 
the defign openly and repeatedly profeſſed of attempting the inva- 
ſion of theſe kingdoms. | 

* To affure His Majeſty, that he may rely on the continued and 
decided ſupport of this Houſe, in this important conjunRure ; and 

that we are firmly perſuaded that the zeal and courage of his faith- 
ful ſubjects, ſtruggling for all that is moſt dear to them, will be vi- 
gorouſly exerted in repelling every inſult, and will, under the bleſ- 
ſing of providence, be eſſectual for diſappointing the ambitious and 
extravagant deſigns of the enemy, and turning them to the confuſion 
of thoſe who may be engaged in them. 


S, JAN. 12. ] DEBATES, | 6577 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


A . 

F Friday, January 12. 

i The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the bill for in- 
creaſing the aſſeſſed taxes, the bill for permitting ten thouſand of 
the ſupplementary militia to enliſt in the regulars ; and to eight 

* road, incloſure, and naturalization bills. 

1 The LORD CHANCELLOR ſaid, that he had yeſterday 

„, entertained ſome thoughts of this day making a motion relative to 

fe the ſums to be paid by the Members of that Houſe under the new 

| aſſeſſment ; but as, from the adjournment that was likely to inter- 

5 vene, nothing efficacious could accrue therefrom previous to the 

- time appointed for appeals, he ſhould poſtpone it for the preſent : 

wy but defired to be underſtood as not abandoning his intention al- 

_ - together, | 

* The Houſe was then adjourned to Tueſday, the 13th of Fe- 

* bruary next. 

re- 

ut, — — = 

ht : 

= HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

a 

n 

Friday, January 12. 
Mr. SPEAKER, with ſeveral Members, attended the Houſe of 
Peers, to hear His Majeſty's commiſſion read, giving the roval 

5 aſſent to the aſſeſſed taxes bill, &c. | 

_ Mr. ROSE moved, that the Houſe, at its rifing, ſhould adjourn 

"ns to Thurſday the 8th of February next. | 

of Mr. KECK preſented a petition from a Committee of the clock 

BY and watch makers of the town and county of Leiceſter, praying a 
repeal of the act paſſed !aſt year, impoſing a tax on theſe articles. 

my Mr. DOUGLAS informed the Houſe, that its addreſs had been 

* preſented to His Majeſty, and was moſt graciouſly received. 

Io Mr. ROSE preſented an account of the loans granted to His 

. Majeſty, purſuant to two acts of Parliament; alſo an account, pre- 

4 pared by deſire of the Lords Coramiſſioners of the Treaſury, of 

ad the expenditures in certain offices ſince the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; 

* which were laid on the table. 


Adjourned to Thurſday the 8th of February 
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z80 PARLIAMENTARY 


An ACCOUNT of the IN couk and ExyrnDituRE of the 
BOARD of AGRICULTURE, for the Year 1793. 


CHARGE. * 


By caſh received per King's warrant, in conſe- 
quence of a vote from the Houſe of Commons 3, o o 


— äz—2—4 — — — — 


DISCHARGE. 


By fees for the letters patent conſtituting the 

Board of Agriculture — — 1123-2 4 
By Exchequer fees on receipt of the grant of money 140 2 2 
By payments in part of ſurveys of counties 866 12 10 
By incidental charges — _ . 
By official furniture — _ $1: 48 © 


By payment of ſtationary, in part — F 
By ſalaries to the Officers of the Board for half a 
year, at the rate of, 


For the Secretary - /. 400 
the Under Secretary =} 
per ann. 415 


the Firſt Clerk 150 FN 
| the Second Clerk 80 
By payments in part for printing the ſurveys and 
other papers circulated by the Board, and of 
the engravings accompanying the ſame . 
4 : 3,000. © '© 


—— 


Memorandum: 


A copy of the above account was laid before the 
Houſe in April 1794. 
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An ACCOUNT of the IN cou and ExytnnDiTuRE of the 
BOARD of AGRICULTURE, for the Year 1793-4. 


CHARGE. ** 
By cafh per King's warrant, in conſequence of a 
vote from the Houſe of Commons _ 3,000 © © 
DISCHARGE. 
By Exchequer fees on receipt of the grant of money 178 5 6 
By payments in part of ſurveys of counties 870 2 © 
By payments in part for printing the ſurveys and 
other papers circulated by the Board, and of the 
engravings accompanying the ſame — 1,407 11 6 
By falaries to the Officers of the Board for half a 
year, at the rate of 
For the Secretary FL. 400 
the Under Secretary 200 SW aa 
the Firſt Clerk I50 3 
the Second Clerk 80 | 
By incidental charges _ — 90 12 o 
By official furniture — — 29 0&0” 28 
By German tranſlations — — 3 
4. 2000- 0--Þ 


Memorandum: 


A copy of the above account was laid before the 


Houſe in January 1795. 


Vol. IV. 148 


682 PARLIAMENTARY 


An ACCOUNT of the Income and ExyPtxDpiTURE of the 
BOARD of AGRICULTURE, for the Year 1794-5. 


CHARGE. 1 

By caſh per King's warrant, in confequence of a 
vote trom the Houſe of Commons - 3,000 © © 

DISCHARGE. 

By Exchequer fees on receipt of the grant of money 159 3 6 
By payments of ſurveys of counties - „ 
By incidental charges - =, „5 8 
By official furniture . 


By ſalaries to the Officers 4 the Board for one 
year, at the rate of 


For the Secretary /. 400 


the Under Secretary 20c * 8 5 
the Firſt Clerk 150 * ; , 
the Second Clerk 801 


By payments in part for printing the ſurveys and 
other papers circulated by the Board, and of the 


engravings accompanying the ſame - 1,482 10 1 
By ſtationary - - - "op 89 12 11 
By advertiſements - - - 77 12 4 

J. 3,000 o © 


—_— 


Memorandum : 


A copy of the above account was laid before the 
Houſe in February 1796. 


the 
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An ACCOUNT of the Income and Exp RN DITrukE of the 
BOARD of AGRICULTURE, for the Year 1795-6. 


CHARGE. £4 


By caſh received per King's warrant, in conſe- 
quence of a vote from the Houſe of Commons 3,000 o o 


8 — — 
ww 


DISCHARGE. 
By Exchequer fees on receipt of the grant of money 84 6 o 
By payments for ſurveys of counties - - IS 6:0 
By incidental charges - - - $37 16:4 
By official furniture - - - Sr" 


By eighteen months ſalaries to the Officers of the 
Board, ending the 4th March 1797, at the 
rate of 


For the Secretary J. 400 
the Under Secretary 200 
the Firſt Clerk I50 W 
the Second Clerk 80 


By extra allowance to the firſt Clerk - 2 &-< 
By payments in part for printing the ſurveys and | 
other papers circulated by the Board, and of 


the engravings — the ſame 1,206 o 6 

By ſtationary - - „„ 004-08 

By expences on the corrected reports - - 56 13 © 

By ditto on the general report - - £23 a0 

By ditto on experiments on mixtures of bread 24 10 3 

By ditto attending experiments on manures 1 26-4 
L. 3,000 o o 


JOHN SINCLAIR, 


Preſident. | 


684 PARLIAMENTARY 


Mr. FRANCls's conſtitutional principles and uniform conduct in 


Parliament are ſufficiently known in the preſent times. The 
Parliamentary Regiſter contains ample evidence of both. On 
a particular ſubject, he has been miſrepreſented by à perſon, 
whoſe authority is likely to have weight with many, and whoſe 
writings will certainly be preſerved in libraries. A fugitive an- 
{wer in a newſpaper to a charge ſo authorized, and fo prepared 
for preſervation, though ſufficient at the moment, would leave 
Mr. Francis's reputation unproteRed hereafter. 


We think that we contribute to the adminiſtration of moral juſtice 


among men, by recording the following paper ; with no obſer- 
vation, but that it was publiſhed ſeveral months before Mr. 
Burke's death. 


— — ——b — — 1 
— — — 


\ 


Far the MORNING CHRONICLE. 


St. Fames's-ſquare, Feb. 20, 1797. 
In the 7 1ft page of a printed Letter from Mr. Burke to th: 


Duke of Portland, without a date, I find the following aſſertions: 


Some of theſe gentlemen, who have attacked the Houſe of 


« Commons, lean to a Repreſentation of the People by the head; 


cc 
cc 
(0 
60 
ec 


«c 


«c 


that is, to individual] Repreſentation. Nene of them, that I re- 
collect, except Mr. Fox, directly rejected it. Ir is remarkable, 
however, that he only rejected it by fimply declaring an opinion: 
he let all the arguments go againſt his opinion. {7 ihe proceed- 
ings and arguments of his reforming friends lead to individual 
Repreſentation, and to nothing elſe. It deſerves to be attentively 
obſerved, that this individual Repreſentation is the only plan ot 
their reform which has been explicitly propoſed.” 

And in page $1, I am named as one of a phalanx, to whom not 


only theſe views, proceedings, arguments, and plans of Parliamen- 
tary Reform are imputed, but who had thought proper to treat him 
as a deſerter, as if he had ſworn to live and die in our French prin- 
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ciples. I believe I ſhall ſufficiently clear myſelf from theſe impu- 
tations by declaring, as I do:— 5 


1ſt, That, having been a Member of the Society of the Friends of the 
People, and having had a ſhare in the conduct of their proceedings, I know 
of an AR, Order, Reſolution, Propoſition, Motion, or Proceeding of any 
kind, in that Society, in favour of individual or univerſal Repre- 
ſentation. | 

2d, That I am morally certain, that, if any motion to that effect had 
been propoſed, it would have been rejected by a very great majority of the 
whole Saciety. : 8 

3d, That, if it had been poſſible for ſuch a motion to prevail, I would 
have quitted the Society and oppoſed their proceedings. n 

4th, That in fact a very different principle of Reform, and incompatible 
with that imputed to us, viz. by extending the right of voting to all houſe- 
holders paying parochial taxes, and ſtopping there, was unanimouſly 
adopted by the Society on the gth of April, 1794. ; 

;th, That on the zoth May, 1795, the Society unanimouſly approved 
of a Plan formed by me on this principle, and recommended it to the con- 
ſideration of the Public; and that this Plan was publiſhed in all the 
Newſpapers. | | | 

6th, That I have, on all occaſions, reſiſted and reprobated to the ut- 
molt of my power the idea of individual or univerſal Repreſentation, par- 
ticularly at a Meeting of the & ciety on the 8th of March, 1794, at which 
I exprefsly treated it as a dargerous chimera, jet up on gurprſe to delude the 
lower claſſes of the People. 


In the Houſe of Commons on the 23d of January, 1795, 
the following words make part of my anſwer to the Attorney- 
General: — *, 

« With reſpect to univerſal Repreſentation, and all the dangers 
« and all the reproaches attached to it, I muſt ſay, that I think the 
learned gentleman "ought to be careful to diſtinguiſh thoſe who 
profeſs to have ſuch a ſcheme in contemplation, and others who 
reject it with a diſapprobation as full and entire, though not 
perhaps with ſuch extravagant horror, as he does. He ought to 
have known that the idea of univerſa] Repreſentation was never 
encouraged or countenanced by any AR or Declaration whatever 
Hof our Aſſociation. If he knows any thing to the contrary, I 
call upon him now—T challenge him to point it out. Of me, 
in particular, he muſt have known, and, in candour, he ought to 
have acknowledged, that it is not poſſible for any man to go far- 
ther than I have done, to reject, to reſiſt, and to explode every 
project of that nature, and every principle and argument ſet up 
to ſupport it; a project, however, ſo chimerical and ſo utterly 
impracticable, that it is ſuperfluous to load it with charges of 
danger and malignity. But, let the doQrine I allude to be ever 
* ſo miſchievous and ever ſo dangerous, is it in fact—is it in truth 


10 
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<« the real object of all the apprehenſions and terrors, which are 
<« ſaid to be excited by it? I do not believe it; I do not believe 
„* that the enemies of Reform are ſo much 1 by it as they 
„ pretend to be. They know, as well as I do, that it is nothing 
« but a viſion, which can never be ſubſtantiated—a mere abſtrac- 
c tion, which can never be realiſed. No, Sir; whatever they may 
&« pretend, this is not the true ground of their uneaſineſs. It is the 
&« reaſonable, the moderate, the practicable plan which really fill; 
« them with terror and anxiety. That, perhaps, might be accom. 
4c pliſhed; the other never can, nor, if it were even to obtain for a 
«© moment, could it poſſibly ſubſiſt; and I am, convinced, that, if 
« it were poſſible to drive thoſe perſons to an option, they would 
« prefer the worſt to the beft ; becauſe they would foreſee that the 
« miſchiefs inevitable in the execution of ſuch a ſcheme, or even in 
« the attempt, would determine every reaſonable man in the count: 
ce to revert and ſubmit to the preſent ſyſtem ; that is, to ſuffer the 
« Conſtitution to languiſh and diſſolve in its corruption, or gra- 
« dually to periſh by decay, rather than to encounter the direct 
& and poſitive dangers of a change fo violent and extreme, to 
& which their minds would naturally unite the certainty of inſtant 
« deſtruction.“ 
In my Speech on the Slave Trade, on the 11th of April, 1796, 
there is the following paſſage :— 
c In the loweſt ſituations of life the People know as well as we 
& do, that wherever perſonal induſtry is encouraged, and property 
« protected, there muſt be inequalities of poſſeſſion, and conſe- 
« quently diſtinction of ranks. Then come the form and the or- 
« der, by which the ſubſtance is at once defined and preſerved. 
« Diſtribution and Limitation prevent confufion, and Government 
« by orders is the natural reſult of property protected by Freedom. 
c Take care that you adhere to it. Where the few paſſeſs all, 
« and the multitude have nothing, there is no Government by er- 
« ders. Every thing is an extremity, and nothing in gradation.” 
Whether theſe are French principles or not, I neither know nor 


care. I aſſert that they are mine. 
-——., PHILIP FRANCIS. 


%. 


END OF THE. FOURTH VOLUME. 


ERRATA. 


Page 352, line , for d arb, read drunk, 


353, line g from the bottom, for merarzice, read menace. 

353, line 2 from the bottom, after the word Parliament, add—they 
have broken faith_wvith the national Creditor, and compelled 
the Bank of England to commit an act of inſolvency. 

450, line 24, for certandum, read certatum._ * 

558, laſt line, for ſavcure, read favourite, 

559, line 14, for vater, read note. | | 

560, line 10, for with xo more, read evorth no loſi. 

561, line 27, for hs, read heir, 

562, line 4 from the bottom, for eu, read old. 


